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FISHING; INLAND WATERS; OUTLYING WATERS
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NR 20.01 Purpose; general restriction. Seasons, bag limits, possession
limits and other regulations for fishing in Wisconsin waters are estab-
lished in this chapter. No person may take, catch, kill or fish for fish of
any variety in excess of the daily bag limit, by means other than hook
and line, during other than the open season or possess or control any fish
in excess of the possession limit or below the minimum size limit, except
as expressly provided in this chapter.

History: 1-256; am. Register, December, 1957, No. 24, eff. 1-1-58; renum. from WCD 20.01
to be NR 20.01, Register, November, 1970, No. 179, eff. 1-1-71; reprinted to correct error,
Register, April, 1984, No. 340; r. and reer. Register, November, 1986, No. 371, eff. i2 1 $6.

NIt 20.0125 License waiver. (1) On the first Sunday of June each year,
no fishing license is required to fish the inland or outlying waters.

(2) The license waiver of sub. (1) does not apply to commercial fishing
license requirements,

History: Cr. Register, April, 1987, No. 376, eff. 5-1-87; am. (1), Register, April, 1989, No.
400, eff. 5-1.89.

NR 20.015 Definitions. For the purpose of this chapter, the following
terms are defined as follows:

(1) "Artificial fly" means a single hook dressed with fur, feathers, hair,
silk, tinsel, thread or similar material to imitate the natural food of trout,

(2) "Artificial lure" means a bait designed to attract fish which does
not include any natural bait.

(2m) "Business day" has the meaning given it in s. 421.301 (6), Stats.

(3) "Fisher" means any person engaged in fishing.

(4) "Fishing" includes taking, capturing or killing fish or fishing for
fish of any variety at any time in the waters of the state.
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(4g) "Setline" means a line with one or more hooks fastened to it and
designed to be set or left unattended in the water for the purpose of tak-
ing fish.

(4t) "Set or bank pole" means a pole equipped with line with one or
more hooks fastened to it, designed to be used for fishing from the banks
of lakes or rivers and set or left unattended.

(5) "Telemetry device" means any device attached or implanted in
fish that transmits a sonic or electronic signal to aid in fishing.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1976, No. 252, eff.1-1-77; renum. (1) and (2) tube (3) and
(4), er. (1) and (2), Register, December, 1982,No.324, eff, 1-1-83; reprinted to correct error in
(2), Register, April, 1994, No. 340; cr. (5), Register, December, 1984, No. 348, eff. 1-1 85; or.
(4g) and (4t) Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff. 4-1-86; or. (2m), Register, June, 1987, No.
378, eff. 7-1-87.

Nit 20.02 Waters classified; book and line fishing in outlying waters. (1)
For the purpose of regulating hook and line fishing in the outlying wa-
ters, the closed seasons, size limits, bag and possession limits, number of
hooks and lines and ice fishing regulations shall be the same as those pre-
scribed for the inland waters of the county in which such outlying waters
are located, except as otherwise specifically provided in the following
table:

Daily bag Minimum
Species Area Open season limit length (in.)

(a) WALLEYE AND SAUGER 1, lake Michi- At all times 3 No size limit
(Bag limit means total of gan and Green
all) Bay except the

Fox river from
its mouth up-
stream to the
dam at DePere
2. Fox river from First Satur- 8 No size limit
its mouth up- day in 111a
stream to the to March 1
dam at DePere March 2 to 1 28

the day
before the
first Satur-
day in May.

3. Lake Superior At all times 5 No size limit
(b) NORTHERN PIKE Lake Michigan At all times 5 No size limit

and Green Bay
Lake Superior At ail times 5 No size limit

(c) YELLOW PERCH Green Bay Continuous 50 No size limit
Lake Michigan Continuous 50 No size limit
Lake Superior Continuous 50 No size limit

(d) 1. TROUT AND SALMON 1. Lake Michi- All year ex- 5 in total 10
gan and Green cept the of which
Bay, except as open season only 2 may
provided in for lake be lake
subd. 2. trout is from trout, ex-

May 1 cept as
through La- provided in
bor Day, ex- subd. 2.
cept as pro-
vided in
subd. 2.
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