
l-f 34.01 
H 34.02 
H 34.03 
H 34.04 
H 34.05 
H 34.06 
H 34.07 
H 34.08 
H 34.09 
H 34.10 

H 34.20 
H 34.22 
H 34.23 
H 34.24 
H 34.25 
H 34.27 
H 34.28 
H 34.29 
H 34.30 
H 3<1.31 
If 3•1.315 

FI 3·i.32 
TI 3•1.40 

WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 83 

Chapter Hx--.?4 Jl d -r:-'<---t--<.--,,( 
r;>' / /4v/l''I'/ c'-'9 "" 

NURSING HOMES-FURNJfillINGS AND 
EQUIPMENT 

Bed and linens 
Rails 
Lockers 
Individual to"'eli; 
Covers, bedpan 
Chair 
Privacy 
1:ilquipn1ent for patlent care 
can systeni 
Whee 1 chalrs-reconunen
dation 
I<~loor plans 
Ventilation 
Lig}1ting 
Flashlig·hts 
Lights 

H 3'1.41 
H 34.42 
H 34.43 
H 34.45 
I-I 34.46 

H 34.47 
H 34.18 
H 34.50 
H 34.62 
H 34.53 
H 34.54 

Co1n1non drinking cups 
Sewage disposal 
Garbage disposal 
Plumbing 
To 11 et facilities - recoin
mendatlon 
Indoor toilets 
Incineration 
Roon1 n1nnbers 
Clean roonlS 
Separation of sexes 
Sitting rooJn-reconunenda
tion 

H 34.55 Dining roo1n-recon1nien
dation 

H 34.63 Fire equip1nent 
Screens 
Floors and 
Laundry 
'felephone 

H 34.65 Evacuation of patients 
floor coverings H 34.66 Suggested evacuation plan 

-recommendation 
'-ff.,.M.-7.o~ID*isting-·nursh1g .. -home'ff.'.._ 

.re.crunmendatfoii Floor spacing-n1iniinu1n 
l<""loor spacing- reconunen
dation 
Ceilings 
\Vater SUPlJl~· 

'-H~34-.-7-1--e·crnve-r s-h1n·- o-f-' cxjstlilg 
_s~ructurel'_:J ___ (Q1~- use--as· nurs-
iffg·-~hdnl_{!s ; .. new -construc
t.ion-" -

H 34.01 Bed and linens. Each patient shall have at least a standard 
36 inch by 75 inch bed \Vith springs, a comfortable clean mattress and 
pillo\v. Cots shall not be used. Each bed to have sufficient \vashable 
bedding and linen for \varmth and cleanliness. Clean sheets and pil.
lo\V cases shall be furnished at least once a week. The bed linen shall 
be changed promptly \vhenever soiled or unsanitary. A waterproof 
sheet shall be on each bed where needed. 

H 34.02 Rails. Side rails for beds shall be n1ade available for t~e If ~-t 'fr~ 
_protection of patients \Vhen needed. ·i A.c-1-~_1 -. ',,, 3 ~~,.,_ 

H -34.03 Lockers. ~ockers or. close~ s.?a!_l ~e __ adequately, provie~d ~"~-- Y.. j<-Q _ 
for the storage of patient's clothing. Ke,, l-~ 1.,, l~·-l.··t---·J-c·1 .. 3 J.-/ ~ i: J J S 

H 34,04 Individual towels. Common to\vels shall not be used in "\vash
roon1s or bathroo111s. Each patie\lJ shall have individual to~lf!!_.»nd 
"\Vash cloths kept at the bedside. le,/J-1..--""i.-~-·i.,-..-" 3 l(- ~ (/-.:;:,, J 

H 34.05 Covers, bedpajt;i Bedpan covers shall 
1
9e used ,anP- ~hall not 

be interchangeable. U..--VVVt-----?---}./\.,/ ~ "'r , 4-- b S-' 

H 34.06 Chair. A con1fortftble chair shall be availa.ble for each pa-
tient able to use one. )\Y>-~1,..--,./1' ?i.f ., 4~ fr"' 

H 34.07 Privacy. Bed screens for privacy shall be inade available for 
use in multiple bedroon1s ~ adequate cubic1~ curtaips' o~ortable 
screens. ~U.,,"->"1/1..<Vlrl/') blf-, '{ ~-r() 

H 34.08 Equipment for patient care. Individual inouth wash cups, 
\vash basins, bedpans, and standard urinals shall be provided fo1· each 
bed patient. This equipment shall be so stored that it cannot be inter-
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/)'}"\ changed bet\veen patients. There shall be such other nursing equip-
'YYl I) ·-.( n1ent as may be required, including an adequate supply of rectal and 
J * ,) ._ mouth thermometers. Separate sputuin receptacles \vith disposable 

_.,..i 1 containers shall be available for use as needed. There shall be ade-
quate facilities for aJI necessary sterilization. 

v-i/Y'r" H 34.09 Call systen1. Means of calling attendants shall be provided 
/V <~\') for bedfast patients. Hand bells are acceptable but shall be readily 
1\ ·._;;i accessible. 
-·\ ' 
' .,,/JV:'- H 34.10 Wheel chairs-recommendation. A wheel chair is 1'eco1n-
~ fJ \ 11iended for. those pati~e~ts as th~feed i;_qui7es. ,,,..,. ,_ 
~ u · · (fl,, "'c> tf". I t:-t ~ 31-~. ,1 J 

PHYSICAL PLANT 

H 34.20 Floor plans. (1) Submission of original flool' plan. A nurs
ing ho1ne shall furnish blue prints or rough sketches of the floor plan 
and other data on the construction of the structuTe. 

,F-"j"'}·..,.,,,~, 

t'°"'"" (2) Alterations. Changes in the original licensed bed capacity shall 
1 () / J be authorized upon the submission and approval of a sketch dra,vn to 

scale-'°~nd othflr. data sho,ving proposed alterations. 
vv ;>r: . . ,_, 

·~ ~ H 34.22 Ventilation. Kitchens, bathrooms, utility and soiled linen 
'\' \ o (! rooms shall be ventilated to prevent objectionable odors from per-
!--\' meating through the building. 

v-:l i -/ H 34.23 Lighting. Artificial lighting shall be adequate in all 
v,tU--1. i•ooms, storerooms, attics, basements and passage,vays. 

y>;>'-i';
1 

H 34.24 Flashlights. Emergency lighting (flashlights) shall be 

1 
t/. 

1 
} "'/ provided and distributed so as to be readily available to personnel on 

duty. , 

·l/)/ . ~/-H . 34.25 Lights. Open flame lights shall not be permitted if elec
~,,...vr _;::: tricity is /vailable. <:? 

v 1 ./ o ,_ · '-Yt,,- c:,:,,_/ 
S · H 34.27 Screens. All outside openings shall be provided with satis-

factory scre-"s. Screen doors shall be self-closing and n1ust s'ving 
out,vards. (/l /r.e .. t/).,-r C:>·r~ f(,A .. ·vvt»"l.~1'"')~ ... , ai;.' 70 

, ,,~ H 34.28 Floors and floor coverings. Floors sh!lll be of such a nature 
~r y;;; that they can be easily cleaned; scatter rugs are prohibited and highly 
~) polished floors are not desirable . 

. ~·-- H 34.29 Laundry. Facilities shall be p1·ovided for the 'vashing, rins
'\/'..f;\ ing, and cleaning of linen and other 'vashable goods: Fond preparation 
"\, \ and serving areas shall not be used for washing, rinsing, and cleaning 

of linen and other 'vashable goods. 
,~r1..F\t~··· 
" \ (},, H 34.30 Telephone. There shall be at least one telephone on the 

' 0 \premises, and such additional telephones as are dee1ned nec.essary for 
e1nergency. 

~'(./V ·~ H 34.31 Floor spacing-minin1um. The Ininimu1n floor area per bed 
,. ,...,,,.-•.,shall be '60 square feet in bedroorns. The beds shall be so arranged 

'1-·'~// ·· that the heads of the beds are a minimu1n of 3 feet apa1•t. 
. " 0 - I-:) 11-2-li6 
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H 34.315 Floor spacing-reco1nmendation, It is reconi1nendcd that 
100 square feet of floor space be provided in single bedroon1s and 80 
square feet per bed in 1nnltiple bedt ooms. / /2 

H 34.32 Ceilin~. AH ceilings shall be kept clean and in good repair. M-t£~;;1·h ~~3 .. t,~. 
c;,......- Z,.J • 3 L f>.. ... cL, :'!. "1 '°' <./-' 3'i' 

H 34.40 Water supply:'""The 'va~upply shall be bf sa!e, sanitary 
quality, suitable for use, and shall be obtained fro1n a "'ater supply 
syste111, the location, construction, and operatb9n of \Vhich shall corp- .,,,_"' 
ply 'ivith the standards approved by the board. fit""l"•·Vl"''t--;·~•. 3 t.7 • t? )~ 

H 34.41 Common drinking cups, CommoIWdr-!_nking vessel;? ~11 Jl:Q.i-. 
be used. J\.V~l""""' a :;> \ ... ~ r 

H 34.42 Sewage disposal. All se\vage shall be discharged into a t) 
1nunicipal se,verage system 'vhere such a syste1n is available; other- /Lt!...,..,_.,_._, 
wise, the se"rage shall be collected, treated, and disposed of by 3.t71~~ 
1neans of an independent se,verage syste1n approved by the board. 7-. 6 ,;J, · -

H 34.43 Garbage disposal. All garbage shall be stored in water
tight .containers 'vith tight fitting covers and shall be disposed of in a 
manner that ;vill not p~rmit trans1ni~sio117of disease, creat~J. a nu}.? -
sance, or provide a breeding place for fhes. 1\..vyyvvt"t"'\ Q 1 . Dir-~ 

II 34.45 Plu1nbing". The plumbing and drainage for the disposal of ~v 
excreta, i~fectious discharge and "'astcs shall be in accordance with f;J /f'\.~1,.;;'J,·""!(~' 
the plumbing standards of the boa1·d. / -

H 34.46 Toilet facilities-reconunendation, Separate toilet facilities if /e..¢--f;i,··'L )-1 
are reco1nmended fpr inale and female residents. The 1recom1nended. f>.t..&~~-i.----11.~·"'-"i.- ,_ . 

1ninimu1n ratios ai·e as follo,vs: . :S 'f: ..,) .... ~,~ 1_.,: 
1 toilet and 1 lavatory for every 8 fen1ale residents \, 
1 toilet and 1 lavatory for every 8 1nale residents 
1 bath ttib or sho\ver for every 20 residents 

H 34,47 Indoor toilets. Indoor toilet facilities shall be required If ~-et 'I~~' 
,vhere bedfast patients are cared for. ~ <f , .'.l..:::g1~ 

H 34.48 Incineration. There shall be facilities for the incinerationfc.-
of soiled dressings and sin1ilar 'vastes together 'vith such other 3~;---.c::-2· ._-_, 
garbage and refuse for 'vhich other 1nethods of disposal are not · 0. 

availa~ 5 -./ . <f 8 .J.- Ct., 3 '-/ , I/ q C,,., 3 </, Y f.J-
H 34.50 Rooni nu1nbers. All patient roo1n do?rs shall be nu1nbered/tvi.u-i----,_.3¢, ,J'-?.,S 

H 34~2 Clean roon1s. R·oo_ms- shall be kept clean and tidy at all 
titnes. J:.V'J .... Vl,.b/J·-f'I ~ ~ • ,;:;, 1 J ...<CJ 

H 34.53 ~eparatiou of sexes. Sexes sh.all be separated by 111eans. of /T.~-tf.:o 
separate "'1ngs, floors or roon1s, except 1n cases of husband and 'v1fe. ~ -t!:-;e., 
Rooms shall be so arranged that it 'vill not be necessary for a patient 3 "'1-e,_. t 
to pass through roo1ns -of opposite sex. 'Y, 6!€~--. 

3 ~.,,::\ H 34.54 Sitting· room-recon1mendation, It is reco11i11iended that a 
sitting roow 01' lounge of suitable ,si~ be p1~9vided for the use of 
patients. f-{ l(.,t->tiv .:'"f .itv;AA .. ~'"'v"-.· 7M 1 iitff" 

H 34.55 Dining roo1n-1·ecommendation. It is 1·_eco1n1nended that a 
dining room be provided for an1bulatory patients. Rt"'f1'ltt/}'\.\ 5}}.p,(,,,.S) 

~ 3~, 6·7 1-i-ss 
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tt~/~-H 34.63 Fire equipntent. All fire protection equipn1ent shall be 
7V"' ~1naintained in readily usable condition. 

J,-- H 34.65 Evacuation of patients. 'l'he licensed operator shall develop 
and periodically revie'v with his staff a prearranged "\Vritten plan for 
the orderly ;r;:.. vacuation of pa.tients and residents in case of an 

. ':2~ .t/9 en1ergency. _ ,.,'t~~-~•--k--,,......,._1_ ;:._) ..,;. 1 "'3·- 9 

H 34.66 Suggested evacuation plan-recommendation. It is 1·econi-
11iended that the plan contain at least the follo-i,ving inforrnation: 

_.,.y-..... (1) What to do in case of an en1ergency. 
-vvv"J· (2) When the evacuation plan is to be placed in operation during 

\ tl !!,_specific e1nergency. 
,~./-- Lr O -'S ( 3) \\'here evacuation equip1nent is located and what routes are 
, ~7 ) to be taken. 

(4) Ho-\V the evacuation plan is -to operate and \Vho is responsible 
for each phase. 

(5) Why each employe is required to know his task in relation to 
the entire plan. 

H 34.70 Existing nursing ho1nes-recommendation. It is reco11i-
1nended that existing nursing homes abide by the various building 
codes, zoning regulations, etc., enforced by the state and local authori
ties having jurisdiction over such structures. 

~;/\ 
:<· ,} <··\,\ H 34. 71 Conversion of existing structures fol' use as nursing homes; 
'\./ \ / '., \new construction, Any person applying for a license to operate a nurs

ing home shall, prior to the issuance of a license, submit proper plans 
and obtain approval of the proposed hon1e by the industrial con1111is
sion of Wisconsin, division of safety and sanitation, State Office 

"v'-V Building, Madison 2, Wisconsin. Such person shall also con1ply \vith -.,.,.-,,,.v 
\\ the various building codes and zoning restrictions enforced by state 
. \_};y\ and local authoTities, This standard shall have equal application to 

{) \ structures converted for use as nursing hon1es and to ne\V construction. 

I \ts\ 
, < 

1-2-56 




