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Chapter H 35 

NEW INITIAL STRUCTURES AND ADDITIONS TO 
EXISTING NURSING HOMES 

TI 35.04 Location 
II 35.11 Corridor '"idths- rec o 111 -

mendation 
T-I 3 5.12 Ifandrails for corridors­

recon1n1endation 
T-I 35.13 FJlevators - recon1n10nda­

tion 
H 35.14 Supply elevatol' or chute­

rccommendatlon 
---H----8--fu.1-u~~-"Ceiling----Itelgnts~·:::_r,e·c o 111 -

i;u~ndation-· 
H 35.16 Incombustible acoustical 

ceillngs-recon1n1endatlon 
1-I 35.22 f?g~r\\rays - recomn1enrla-

T-I 35.24 Doors-toilet roonlS - I' e c­
on1n1endation 

H 35.25 Doors-all roon1s- recon1-
1nendtltion 

H 35.26 Thresholds - reco1nn1encla­
tlon 

IT 35.27 Floor space- recon1n1enda­
tion 

-~-H--35,36---ArtificiaLJ_ightlng=""r e co n1~- -
1nendation---

H 35.37 Night light s"'ltches-rec-
01nn1endation 

H 35.40 Isolation roon1-recon11nen­
dation 

I-I 35.4·J Household ineasures-r e c­
on1n1enc1ation 

I-I 35.50 

I-I 35.51 

H 35.52 

H 35.53 

H 35.54 

H 35.60 
H 35.61 

I-I 35.62 
H 35.70 
H 35.71 

H 35.80 
II 35.81 
TI 35.82 
I-I 35.83 
I-I 35.84 
H 35.85 
H 35.86 
H 35.87 
H 35.88 

H 35.89 
H 35.90 

H 35.91 

Grab bars - reco1nn1enda­
tion 
'£oil et facilities r or e 111 -
ploycs-recommendation 
Urinals, vertical handholds 
-reconunendation 
Water closets, handrails­
recom1nendation 
~i~'i'i~!~~:tio~rackets-r e c-
Adn1inistration 
Board einpowered to regu­
late 
Institutions excluded 
Inspeetions 
Access to nursing" honies 
and records 
Registl'ation 
Application for license 
Issuance 
Provisional license 
Rene,val 
License nontransferable 
Content of license 
Posting of license 
Denial, suspension or revo­
cation of license ; notice 
Right of appeal 
Failure to register or oper­
ating ·without license; pen­
alt~' 
Right of injunction 

H 35.04 Location. The site for ne'v construction shall adhere to 
local zoning regulations; be free fron1 environ1nental nuisances, such 
as noise, odors, etc.; be easily accessible for employes and visitors 
via public transportation. The home shall be so located as to pron1ote: 
at all tin1es the health, treatment, co111fort, safety, and \vell-being of 
persons accon1n1odated. 

H 35.11 Corridor lvidths-recom1nenda,tion. It is 'reco11i11iended cor­
ridor widths be at least 8 feet in patient areas of all buildings. The 
corridors 1·eferred to herein are those in patient sections and in other 
areas 'vhere patients may be transported by beds, wheeled stretchers, 
or 'vheel chairs. 

H 35.12 Handrai1s for col'ridors-recommendation. It is 1·econ1.­
·1nended that corridors have handrails. 

H 35.13 Elevators-recomn1endation. (1) It is reco1n11iended that at 
least one elevator be provided 'vhere bed patients are located on one 
or n1ore floors above or belo'v the dining or service· floor; that the 
platforn1 size of the patient elevators be at least 5 feet 4 inches by 
8 feet and the door opening equal or exceed 3 feet 10 inches. Addi­
tional service elevators need not lneet the n1inin1u1n size requiren1ents. 

(2) It is reco1n11iended that t\vo elevators be provided in homes 
having 60 to 200 patients above the first floor (ground level) and 
that three elevators be provided in institutions having 200 to 350 
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patients above the first floor. Properly located service elevators ineet­
ing the minimun1 cab and door size require1nents 1nay be substituted 
for the additional patient elevators. 

H 35.14 Supply elevator or chute-recommendation. It is reconi-
1nended that a Tamp, chute or preferably a supply elevator be pro­
vided where bulky or heavy stores and supplies n1ust be transported 
vertically. 

H 35.15 Ceiling heights-reco1nmendation. It is 1·eco11iniendecl that t> ceiling heights 1neet the follo•ving minin1um requirements: 
c.·-" 
" \;l_..,. Bedroom --------------------------------------- 9 feet 
~ Kitchen ---------------------------------------- 10 feet 
~Y\/~' Laundry --------------------------------------- 11 feet 

_/-°' H 35.16 l11combustible acoustical ceilings-recommendation. It is 
.\ / ,;, 1·eco1r1,1nended that inco1nbustible acoustical ceilings be provided in 

1 corridors of the patient areas, nurses' stations, utility rooms, floor 
pantries and kitchens. 

H 35.22 Doorways-recommendation. It is 1·eoou1:1nended that door­
wayS for all bedroo1ns and treatn1ent rooms be at least 3 feet 8 inches 
in width, preferably 3 feet 10 inches. 

H 35.24 Doors-toilet rooms-1·ecom1nendatiou, It is reoo11i1nended 
that s1nall private toilet rooms adjoining patient bedrooms have the 
door opening into the bedroom. 

H 35.25 Doors-all rooms-reco1umendation. It is 'recommended 
that doors s\ving into roon1s and not into passage\vays or corridors. 

H 35.26 Thresholds-recommendation, It is 1·eco11wnended that 
raised thresholds not be used. 

H 35.27 Floor space-recommendation, It is reco11i11iended that the 
following minimum floor area per bed be provided: 

80 square feet for inultiple-patient rooms 
120 square feet for single-patient rooms 

\

/ ") H 35.36 Artificial lighting-recommendation. It is 1·eco1n11iended that 
·:<,..,. the lighting system be designed to provide 6 to 10 foot-candles over 

""-"'t)le entire stair\vay and over the floor at an elevation_ of 30 inches 
above the floor. ,•/)' 

~h \ 
\\ )· 1, H 35.37 Night light switches-recom1nendation. It is reoo11i11iended 
\)' ~.\ '-) that the outlet for general illu1nination and night lights be switched 

\'; ((., at the door in patient rooms and such s'vitches be of an approved 
:i' \\mercury or quiet operating type. 

\ 
H 35.40 Isolation room~recommendation. It is recouiuiended that 

each home have available a room \Vith separate toilet facilities for the 
isolation of a co1nn1unicable disease patient, a critically ill patient, 
or a dying patient. 
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H 35.44 Householcl 1neasures-recommendatio11. The following are 
reoomniended: 

(1) Indoor storage areas be adequately ventilated. 
(2) Facilities for washing containers be provided. 
(3) Electric gaTbage grinders be installed 'vhen not in conflict with 

local regulations. 

H 35.50 Grab bars-reeo1nmendation. It is reconiniended that grab 
bars or handrails be provided in patient toilet rooms, sho,ver roo1ns, 
and over bath tubs. 

H 35.51 'foi1et facilities for employes-reconunendation. It is ·rec-
01n1nended that separate toilet facilities be provided for en1ployes. 

H 35.52 Urinals, vertical handholds-recommenclation. It is recom-
1nended that urinals, if provided, have vertical handholds on both 
sides. 

H 35.53 Water closets, handra·ils-recotnmendation. It is reco1n-
11iended that the water closets have handrails on both sides. 

H 35.54 Lavatories, brackets-reconunendation. It is reco1nmended 
that lavatories be supported on brackets to allow wheel chairs to 
slide under the1n. 

ENFORCEMENT 

H 35.60 Adn1inistration. The ad111inistration of the nursing home 
licensing and accrediting act shall be under the board 'vhich_ shall 
inake or cause to be made such inspections and investigations as it 
deems necessary. 

H 35.61 Board etnpowered to reg,ulate. The board is empowered to 
register, license, inspect and regulate nursing homes, but no such li­
cense shall be in effect before June 30, 1952, and no such license shall 
be required before such date. 

H 35.62 Institutions excluded. The term "nursing home" shall not 
include institutions operated by the federal government or county 
institutions subject to the supervj!i6n v'of the stM(e department of 
public welfare under sections 46.16 (lJ and 46.17 (1)\'. Wis. Stats., 
offices of practitioners treating the sick, nor to child care centers, day 
nurseries, maternity ho1nes, nursery schools, foster homes, child 
placing or child welfare agencies as defined under the la,vs of this 
state; nor shall such tern1 include hotels, general hospitals, institu­
tions for the treatment and care of psychiatric and tuberculosis pa­
tients, and child care institutions; provided, that any hotel or institu­
tion or part thereof, 'vhich con1es 'vithin the above definition of 
nursing home shall be so regarded as to the part so operated, 

H 35.70 Inspections. The board, or its designated representatives, 
shall make such inspections and investigations as are necessary to de­
ter111ine the conditions existing in each case and tile 'vritten reports. 

H 35.71 Access to nursing ho1nes a·n<l 1·ecords. The licensed opera­
tor of a nursing home, or his agent, shall give to the designated rep­
resentatives of the board all information required and shall afford 
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every facility for exan1ining records, inspecting the pren1ises, seeing 
and intervie,ving patients or residents and inquiring into all pertinent 
matters 7,dncerning the nursing hon1e and patients. 

H 35f;8o Registra•tion. Registration shall be i1.1 \Vriting in such forn1 
and co tdin such information as the board requires. Section 146.30 
(5) (a• ,'·Wis. Stats. , 

H 35,81 Application for license, The applica'.fionifor a license shall be 
in writing upon forms provided by the bo;{rd a shall contain such 
infor1nation as it requires. Section 146.3o'/(5) (b , Wis. Stats. 

H 35.82 Issuance. The board shall issue a license if the applicant 
is fit and qualified, and if nursing ho111e faciUties 1neet the require-
1nents established. 

H 35.83 Provision~I license. A provisional license if approved by 
the boa1·d inay be ~Ssued to any nursing hon1e, the facilities of \Vhich 
are in use or nee ed for patients, but \Vhich is ten1porarily unable to 
conform to all e rules established under the provisions of this 
section. A prov·sional license may not be issued for nlore than one 
year; no prov~ iodal license shall be in effect prior to June 30, 1952. 
Section 146.80 1.i'), Wis. Stats. (Standards recomn1ended by the board 
are not obligatory for licensure.) 

H 35.84 Rene1val. A license, unless sooner suspended or revoked, 
shall be renewable annually on July 1, upon filing by the licensee, 
and approval by the board of an annual report and application for 
rene\val on forms provided by the board. If application for rene-\val 
is not so filed, such license is auto1natically cancelled as of the day of 
its expiration. 

JI 35.85 License nontransferable. Each license shall be issued only 
for the pren1ises and persons named in the application and shall not 
be transferable or assignable. 

H 35.86 Content of license. Any license granted shall state the 
nlaxilnum bed capacity for "\\'hich granted, the person 01· persons to 
\Vhom granted, the date, the expiration date, and such additional 
infor1nation and spe·cial lin1itations as the board, by rule, inay 
prescribe. 

H 35.87 Posting of license. 'I'he license shall be posted in a con­
spicuous place in the nursing ho1ne. 

H 35.88 Denia·l, sus'pension or revocation of license; notice. The 
board after notice to the applicant or licensee is authorized to deny, 
suspend or revoke a license in any case in \Vhich it finds that there 
has been a substantial failure to comply "\\rith the require1nents and 
established rules. 

H 35.89 Right of appeal. Any person \Vho conside1·s any part of 
these standards and any o:fficiaPs interpretation of the standards to 
be unreasonable n1ay appeal to the state board of health. 

H 35.90 Failure to register or operating \Vithout license; penalty. 
It shall be unla\vful for any person, acting jointly or severally \Vith 
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any other person, to conduct, maintain, operate, or permit to be main­
tained or operated, or to participate in the conducting, maintenance or 
operating of a nursing hoine, unless 'vithin 60 days after the effective 
date hereof it is registered 'vith the board, or unless after June 30, 
1952, it is licensed as a nursing home by the board. Any person who 
shall violate this section shall be fined not 1nore than $100 for the 
first offense and not more than $200 for each subsequent offense, and 
e.ach day of continuing violation after the first conviction shall be 
considered a separate offense. 

H 35.91 Rig-ht of iujunction. Not\vithstanding the existence or pur­
suit of any other ren1edy, the board may, in the manner provided by 
la\v, upon the advice of the attorney general, \Vho shall represent the 
board in all proceedings, inaintain an action in the name of the state 
for injunction or other p1·ocess against any person or agency to re­
strain or prevent the establishrnent, conduct, management or opera­
tion of a nu1:s&:g l/ome \vithout a license or \Vithout being registered. 
Section 146.30 (10), Wis. Stats. 

9g-r;-1 




