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Subchapter I - General Requirements

ILHR 56.001 Scope. The requirements of this chapter shall apply to all
public and private schools, universities, colleges, academies, seminaries,
libraries, museums and art galleries; including all buildings or parts of
buildings used primarily for instructional purposes. This chapter does
not apply to those types of art galleries where art work is intended for
sale, dance studios or schools, nonacademic-music studios or schools,
nonacademic-art studios or schools, self-defense schools, or other similar
nonacademic training occupancies; such occupancies shall be regulated
by the provisions of ch. ILHR 54.

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, may, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-71; am. Register, December,
1977, No. 264, eff. 1-1-78; am. Register, January, 1980, No. 289, eff. 2-1-80; am. Register,
March, 1991, No. 423, eff, 4-1-91.
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ILHR 56.01 Maximum height. (1) Buildings occupied primarily by
pupils up to and including grade 12 shall not exceed 4 stories or 48 feet in
height.

(a) Exception. Buildings provided with complete automatic sprinkler
or automatic smoke detection systems, occupied primarily by students
of grades 9 through 12, shall be no more than 6 stories or 72 feet in height.

Note: Also we requirements for classes of construction.

History: l-2`56; r. Register, May,1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-71; or. Register, September,1973,
No. 2I3, eff. 10-1-73.

ILHR 56.02 Classes of construction limitations. (1) Buildings within the
scope of this chapter may not exceed the number of stories and height
limits as specified in Table 56.02-1 based upon the type of construction
utilized.

Table 56.02 -1
MAXIMUM NUMBER OF STORIES

Class of
Construction S rinklereda Nons rinklered

Height
in feet

Number of
Stories

Height	 Number of
in feet	 Stories

Type 1 No limit No limit 60b No limit
Type 2 95 9 60b 8
Type a 85 3 60b 2
Type 4 85 3 601) 2
Type 5A 60 3 50 2
Type513 50 3 40 2
Type 6 60 1	 3 50 1	 2
Type 7 50 2 40 1
Type 8 45 2 35 1

a- An automatic fire sprinkler system designed and installed in accordance with s. ILHR
51.23 is provided throughout the entire building.

b- Section ILHR 62.01 requires the installation of sprinklers for buildings more than 60
feet in height.

(2) Those portions of buildings used as auditoriums, gymnasiums, field houses or assembly
halls shall conform with the construction limitations specified in s. ILHR 55.02.

History: 1-2-66; r. and reer. Register, Flay, 1971, No.185, eff. 6-1-71; am. (1) and (2) and r.
and recr. (3), Register, June, 1972, No. 198, eff, 1-1-73; cr. (4), Register, September, 1973, No.
213, eff. 10-1-73, r, and reer. (4) (a) 1., Register, May,1974, No. 221, eff. 6-1-74 • am. (4) (a)1„
Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79; emerg. am. (1) to (3), renum. (4) to (5) and r.
and reer. (6) (a) and (b), or. (4), eff. 9-6-86; am. (1) to (3), renum, (4) to be (5) and r, and reer.
(6) (a) and (b), cr. (4), Register, November, 1986, No, 371, eff. 12-1-86; r, and recr. Register,
March, 1991, No. 423, eff. 4-1-91.	 l

ILHR 56.03 Protection of basement levels. (1) GENERAL REQUIREMENT.
Buildings with basements shall at such levels be protected with an ap-
proved automatic sprinkler system as specified in s, ILHR 51.23 or an
approved automatic smoke detection system, as specified in s. ILHR
51.245, either of which shall be electrically connected to the required fire
alarm system.

Note: See s. ILI1R 61.245 for additional requirements pertaining to smoke detectors.

Register, March, 1991, No. 423
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Noic: See ss. ILHR 52.012 (1) and 52.02 for additional requirements pertaining to
basements.

(2) RETRoACTIVITY. Existing buildings which do not conform to the
requirements specified in sub. (1) on or after January 1, 1983 shall com-
ply with the following:

(a) The corridors in the basement shall be protected by an approved
smoke detection system.

(b) Smoke detection systems shall be installed in accordance with
NFPA No. 72E or NFPA No. 74, but in no case shall smoke detectors be
spaced more than 30 feet apart on center or more than 15 feet from any
wall,

Note: See s. ILHR 51.01 for definitions of "automatic" and "basement."

History: Cr. Register, January, 1980, No. 289, off. 2-1-80; cr. (2). off. 1-1-83, am. (1), Regis-
ter, December, 1981, No. 312, eff.1-1-82; am. (2) (b), Register, March, 1991, No. 423, elf. 4-1-
91; correction in (2) (intro.) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 14, $tats., Register, March, 1991,
No. 423.

ILHR 56.05 Exterior wall openings. (1) ONE-STORY BUILDINGS. One-
story buildings with no floor levels below the first floor need not be pro-
vided with exterior wall openings other than required exits.

(2) MULTI-STORY BUILDINGS. (a) Except as provided in par. (b), build-
ings more than one story shall be provided with fire department access
openings as specified in s. ILHR 52.02 (2).

(b) Fire department access openings are not required provided the
building is protected throughout by an automatic fire sprinkler system
and that system is connected to the required fire alarm system.

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, January, 1961, No. 61, eff. 2-1-61 • r. and reer., Register,
May, 1971, No. 185, off. 6.1-71; r. and recr., Register, September, 1973, No. 213, off. 10-1-73;
r. (2) and renum. (3) to be (2), Register, January, 1980, No. 289, eff. 2-1-80; r. and reer.
Register, June, 1983, No. 330, eff. 7-1-83.

ILHR 56.06 Exits. (1) TOTAL NUMBER OF Ex1Ts. The total number of FP
exits from each floor level and each building shall be determined on the
basis of total aggregate exit width and distances to exit. Each building
and each floor level shall be provided with at least 2 exits.

(2) TYPE of ExiTs. At least 2 exits from all floor levels shall lead di-
rectly to grade through standard exit doors, stairs, interior enclosed
stairs, smokeproof stair towers, fire-rated exit corridors, passageways, or
ramps. One-half of the remaining required exits may be horizontal exits
or fire escapes. Fire escapes are prohibited as required exits in pre-school,
elementary, middle, and high schools. In no case will fire escapes be per-
mitted above the second story.

...._ '	 (a) Standard exit doors. Standard exit doors shall be provided in ac-
cordance with the requirements of ss. ILHR 5115 and 56.08.

(b) Stairs. Stairs shall conform to the requirements of ss. ILHR 51,16
to 51166, except that the stairs shall have a uniform rise of not more
than 7% inches, measured from tread to tread, and a uniform tread of not
less than 10 inches, measured from nosing to nosing of tread. Handrails
shall be provided on both sides. No closets or rooms may be placed under
a stairway or landing.

Register, March, 1991, No. 423
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(c) Interior enclosed stairs and smokeproof stair tourers. Interior enclosed
stairs and smokeproof stair towers shall conform with ss. ILHR 5118
and 51.17, respectively.

(d) Fire-rated exit corridors. All rated exit corridors required to satisfy
limitations on exit distance shall be of not less than one-hour fire-resis-
tive construction, unless the fire-resistive ratings indicated in Table
51.03-A for required exit corridor enclosures are more restrictive.

(e) Exit ramps. The minimum width of exit ramps shall be determined
in accordance with the requirements of s. ILHR 56.07. The minimum
width shall be not less than 3 feet 8 inches. Exit ramps, other than those
required for the physically disabled, shall have a slope not exceeding 1:8.
Ramp slopes exceeding 1:12 shall be provided with handrails. Ramps
shall be provided with a slip-resistant finish. Ramps shall be provided
from areas noted under sub. (3) (c) involving a change of elevation be-
tween floor levels or platforms not exceeding 3 feet.

(f) Fire escapes. lore escapes shall be constructed in accordance with
the requirements of s. ILHR 51.20.

(g) Horizontal exits. Horizontal exits shall be constructed in accord-
ance with the requirements of s. ILHR 51.19 and shall be of at least 4-
hour rated construction.

(3) LOCATION of EXITS. (a) Exit distance. 1. Travel distance to an exte-
rior exit door, a required fire-resistive rated exit corridor, interior en-
closed stairs, smokeproof stair tower, horizontal exit, or fire escape, from
any point in a building accessible to the public, shall not exceed 150 feet.

2. Where an approved automatic fire sprinkler system is provided
throughout the building, an increase in exit distance to 200 feet will be
permitted.

3. Building service areas, including pipe chases and tunnels, catwalks,
ducts or similar spaces not accessible to the public, shall not exceed 300
feet from an exit.

(b) Distribution of exits. All exits shall be distributed to provide the
best possible means of egress. The exits shall be located so that in case
any exit is blocked at any point some other exit is accessible through
public passageways at all times. Locked security gates and doors shall
not be placed so as to block required exit passageways or create dead-end
corridors.

(c) Auditorium, gymnasium and field house exits. This rule shall apply
only to auditoriums, gymnasiums and field houses which have a capacity
exceeding 600 persons. One-half of the required exits shall discharge di-
rectly to a street, alley or open court connected with a street, unless a 2-
hour rated exit corridor is provided, wide enough to accommodate one-
half of the occupants, which extends from the interior wall of the audito-
rium, gymnasium or field house to an exterior exit. The remaining re-
quired exits shall discharge directly to the exterior or to a public passage-
way which permits 2 directions of travel to the exits at the exterior of the
building. The exiting shall be direct and unobstructed.

(4) CLAsnoom Exm. (a) Exits serving 50 persons or less. At least one
exit shall be provided from all rooms serving a capacity of 50 persons or
RegisWr, March, 1991, No. 428
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less. The exit shall discharge directly to the exterior of the building or to
a public passageway which permits 2 directions of travel to the exterior.

(b) Exits serving 51-100 persons. At least 2 exits shall be provided from
all rooms serving a capacity of 51-100 persons. One exit shall discharge
directly to the exterior of the building or to a public passageway which
permits 2 directions of travel to the exterior. One exit may discharge
through an adjacent room provided a clear passageway is maintained
from the connecting door to a required exit serving the adjacent room.

(c) Exits serving more than 100 persons. At least 2 exits shall be pro-
vided from all rooms serving a capacity of more than 100 persons. The
exits shall discharge directly to grade or to a public passageway which
permits 2 directions of travel to the exterior.

(5) WIDTH o>< ExITS. The total required exit width shall be provided in
accordance with the requirements of s. ILHR 56.07.

(6) ExIT LIGHTS. All required exits indicated in s. ILHR 56.06 (2), and FP
exits from areas serving a capacity of more than 100 persons, shall be
identified by an approved exit light. Directional exit lights shall be pro-
vided to direct occupants to an exit. Exit lights and directional exit lights
shall be as specified in s, ILHR 51.15 (5).

History; 1-2-56; am. (1), cr. (1) (a), Register, September, 1959,.No. 45, eff. 10 .1-59; am.
Register, January, 1961, No. 61, eff. 2-1-61; r. and reer. (1) (a), renum. (2) to be (3), (3) to be
(4). (4) to be (5), (5) to be (6) and (6) to be (7), and er. (2) and (S), Register, May, 1971, No.
185, eff. 6-1-71; r. and reer., Register, September, 1973, No. 213, eff. 10-1-73; am. (1) (a) 2.,
Register, December, 1974, No. 228, eff. 1-1-75, r. and recr. Register, December, 1975, No.
240, eff. 1-1-76; am. (2), intro. and cr. (2) (g), Register, December, 1976, No. 252, eff. 1-1-77;
am. (6). Register, December,1983, No. 336, eg.1-1-84; emerg, am. (3) (a), eff. 9-6-86; am. (3)
(a), Register, November, 1986, No. 371, eff. 12-1-86; am. (2) (b) and (c), Register, March,
1991, No. 423, ef. 4.1-91.

ILHR 56.07 Required exit width, (1) The total required exit width from FP
a building level shall be in accordance with the requirements of ss. ILHR
51.15 (6) and 51.16 (3).

(2) The capacity of educational buildings or any individual story or
section thereof for the purpose of determining exits shall be the maxi-
mum capacity designated on approved plans.

(a) The maximum capacity shall not exceed the requirements of par.
(b).

(b) The maximum capacities of all rooms and spaces as listed below
shall be determined on the basis of the minimum net square feet area per
person shown for that occupancy unless otherwise designated on the
plans,

Register, March, 1991, No. 423



232	 WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
ILHR 56	 Schools, places of insiruction

Minimum Square Feet
Per Occupant

LAcademic classrooms	 Regular ............................ 20
2. Administrative and office space 	 ............................. 75
3. Arts, crafts, drafting ...................	 ...	 .....	 ...... 30
4. Bleachers (one seat per 18 inches of bench length)
5. Gymnasiums, field houses, auditoriums, theatres, lecture rooms

6(fixed seating) .............. ..
ultipurp

.........
roo

....s..caf....
ter

........dy..
6. Gymnasiums, Kid houses, mose	 m,	 eias, stu

halls, commons and other level floor areas with nonfixed individ-
ual
seating ................................................... 10

7. Home economics, business education ........................ 30
8. Industrial arts-vocational shop .............................. 50
9. Laboratories-Science (fixed lab. tables) ....................... 30

10. Libraries and resource centers ............................... 20
11. Museums and art galleries .................................. 40
12. Music

a.	 Vocal	 ................................................. 10
b.	 Instrumental ........................................... 20

13. Special education
a.	 Mentally retarded, physically handicapped, etc ............. 35

History:1-2-56; r. and reer. (3), Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6 .1-71; am. (1), Register,
June, 1972, No.198, eff. 1-143: r. and rem, Register, September, 19,73, No. 213, eff. 10-1-73;
r. and recr. (1), r. (2), (3) and (4), renum. (5) to be (2), Register, December, 1974, No. 228, eff.
14-76.

ILHR 56.08 Exit doors. (1) STANDARD EXIT DOORS. Exit doors shall
comply with the requirements of s. ILHR 51.15. The aggregate width of
exit doors shall be as required in s. ILHR 56.07. No single door or leaf of
a double door shall be more than 42 inches wide.

(2) CLASSROOM EXIT DOOR WIDTH AND SWING. (a) Classroom doors serv-
ing 50 persons or less. Classroom doors serving classrooms with a capacity
of 50 persons or less shall be not less than 3 feet 0 inches in width. The
doors may swing into the classroom.

(b) Classroom doors serving more than 50 persons. Classroom doors serv-
ing classrooms with a capacity of more than 50 persons shall be standard
exit doors and shall swing outward toward the means of egress.

(3) ALL OTHER EXIT DOORS. Doors serving areas other than classrooms
shall comply with s. ILHR 54,06.

llislory: 1-2-56; r, and reer. Register, December, 1975, No. 240, eff. 1-1-76; am. (2) and or.
{3), Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79; ant. (1) and (2) (b), r, (2) (c), Register,
January, 1980, No. 289, eff. 2-1-80.

FP ILHR 56.09 Passageways. (1) The minimum unobstructed width of cor-
ridors and passageways which are used by the public or by the occupants
generally, shall be determined in the same manner as specified for stair-
ways in s. ILHR 56.07, but in no case shall this width be less than 4 feet.
Corridors and passageways serving as a means of egress shall be at least
equal in combined width to the required width of the stairways or pas-
sageways leading to them.

History: 1-2-56, r. (1) and renum. (2) to he (1), Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-71.

ILHR 56.10 Enclosure of stairways and shafts. All stairways and shafts
shall be enclosed in accordance with s. ILHR 51,02 (11).

History: Cr. Register, March, 1991, No. 423, eff. 4-1-91.

ILHR 56.13 Assembly seating. All assembly seating in auditoriums,
gymnasiums, field houses and other large group occupancy areas shall
Register, March, 1991, No. 423
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comply with the requirements of subeh, V, Assembly Seating Facilities,
of ch. ILHR 62, Where any area of a building in this category has a stage
loft in excess of 25 feet 0 inches in height above the stage floor and is
equipped with permanent or movable scenery, it shall comply with ss.
ILHR 55.21 through 55.30.

History: 1-2-56 • r. and recr., Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-71; r. and recr., Register,
December, 1981, No. 312, eff. 1-1-82.

ILHR 56.14 Seats, desks and aisles. (1) Seats, desks, tables and other
loose equipment need not be fastened to the floor or to each other pro-
vided that any seating arrangement use, will maintain during occu-
pancy, free and unobstructed intermediate, cross and wall aisles leading
to the exit,

(a) Stepped floors or tiered platforms shall be no less than 48 inches in
width to permit the above arrangement.

(b) Seats, desks, tables and other loose equipment used in instructional
occupancies shall be of a durable type of construction to assure safety
and stability.

History: 1-2.56; r, and reer., Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-71.

ILHR 56,145 Occupancy separations. Occupancies within the scope of
this chapter shall be separated from other occupancies or uses in accord-
ance with s. ILHR 51.08.

History.- Cr. Register, march, 1991, No. 423, eff. 4-1-91,

ILHR 56.15 Isolation of hazards. (1) GENERAL. Except for direct vent 1~P
sealed combustion chamber appliances and suspended heating equip-
ment as specified in Table 64.21, all fuel-fired heating boilers and fur-
naces, power boilers, fuel rooms, and breeching, storage vaults for paints,
oils and similar combustibles, fuel-fired kilns and dryers, and other simi-
lar hazards, shall be enclosed as follows;

(a) In every building more than one story in height, the enclosure shall
be not less than 4-hour fire-resistive rated construction as specified in s.
ILHR 51.04.

(b) In one-story buildings, the enclosure shall be not less than 2-hour
fire-resistive rated construction as specified in s. ILHR 51.04.

(2) PROTECTION OF OPENINGS. All openings shall be protected by fire-
rated door assemblies equipped with self-closing devices as specified in s.
ILHR 51.047.

History: 
1-2-56; am. Register, February, 1971, No. 182, eff. 7-1-71; r. and recr. eft. 8-1-71

and exp. 1-1-72; er. elf. 1-1-72, Register, July, 1971, No. 187; r. and recr., Register, January,
1980, No.289, eff. 2 L80; am. (1) (intro.), Register, December, 1981, No.312, eff, 1-1-82; am.
(1) (intro.), Register, August, 1985, No. 356, eft. 1-1-86.

ILHR 56.16 Sanitary facilities. (1) Tomw Rooms. Separate toilet rooms
for each sex shall be provided for all occupancies included under the
scope of this chapter. The toilet rooms shall be completely enclosed and
arranged to ensure privacy, except that in elementary schools (kinder-
garten through grade 8) the doors to the toilet rooms may be eliminated
if the entrance to the toilet room is located in the wall of a public
corridor.

Register, march, 1991, No. 423
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(2) SANITARY FIXTURES, The following tabulated groups or combina-
tions thereof shall be provided with one fixture of each type in accord-
ance with the ratio given in chart to serve the total number of persons
designated on the plans.

Large Group Adminis-

	

Post High Occupancy	 trative
Type of Fixture	 K-6	 ?-12	 School	 Areas	 Areas

Water Closets (F) ..........	 35	 50	 190	 200	 I0
Water Closets (hi)... 	 75	 100	 200	 300	 15
Urinals .	 35	 50	 100	 150	 40
Lavatories .	 75	 100	 100	 150	 15
Drinking Fountains ......... 1 per 6,000 sq. ft. floor area or 1 per floor or both

(a) When fixtures required for a designated group are not available to
another designated group the number of fixtures shall be provided ac-
cording to the ratio indicated in the chart and independent of other
group requirements.

(b) Where a theatre is a part of an educational facility the require-
ments listed under "large group occupancies" shall apply,

History 1-2-56; am. {2), (3), (4) and (4) (a), Register, September, 1959, No. 45, eff. 10-1-
59, r. and reer. (4), intro, par., Register, December, 1967, No. 144, eff. 1-1-68; r. and reer.
Register, May 1971, No. 185, eff. 6 .1-71; am. (1) (intro.), r. and recr. (1) (a), er. (1) (b),
Register, September,1973, No. 213, eff .10-1-73; renum. (1) to be (2) and er. (1), Register,
December, 1976, No. 252, eff. 1-1-77.

ILHI; 56.17 Lighting. (1) ELECTRIC LIGHTING. Every class, study or rec-
itation room shall be equipped with sufficient electrical lighting units to
maintain the illumination required in ch. Ind 19, Illumination Code.

(2) GENERAL, All other rooms and spaces in school buildings shall be
equipped with means for supplying electric illumination in the quantity
required for the purpose for which the room or space is used. All electrical
work shall be installed to conform to the requirements of the Wisconsin
state electrical code, vol. 2, ch. ILHR 16.

History: 1-2
.56; am. Register, January, 1961, No. 6I, eff. 2-1-61; cr. (3), Register, Novem-

bey, 1963, No. 95, eff. 12.1-63; am. (3) (c), Register, February, 1971, No. 182, eff. 7-1-71; r.
and recr. Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-71.

ILHR 56.18 Fire extinguishers. History. 1-2-56; am. Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6 .1-
71; am. Register, December, 1976, No. 252, eff, 1-1-77; r. and recr., Register, December, 1981,
No. 312, eff. 1-1-82; r. Register, March, 1991, No. 423, eff. 4-1-91.

FP	 ILHR 56.19 Fire alarms. Every building shall be provided with a proper
alarm system complying with s. ILHR 51.24,

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-71.

ILHR 56.20 Fire protection systems. (1) SPRINKLER SYSTEMS. Auto-
matic fire sprinkler systems shall be provided as outlined in ss, ILHR
52,01, 52.011, 52,012 and 52.013.

(2) STANDPIPE SYSTEMS. (a) Fire department standpipes. Fire depart-
ment standpipes shall be provided in all buildings exceeding 60 feet in
height.

(b) DRY STANDPIPES. Dry standpipes shall be provided in all buildings
3 stories or more in height, unless an approved automatic sprinkler sys-
tem is installed.
Register, Afarch, 1991, No. 423
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(3) FIRE EXTINGUISHERS. Portable fire extinguishers shall be provided
and maintained as specified in s. ILHR 51,22.

His€or Cr. Register, December, 1976, No. 252, eff. 1-1-77; emerg. r. and recr. (2), eff. 9-6-
86; r. and reer. (2), Register, November, 1986, No. 371, eff. 12-1-86; r, and recce Register,
March, 1991, No. 423, eff. 4-1-91.

Subehapter lI — Relocatable Classrooms

ILHR 56.30 Scope, This part provides the minimum requirements for
the design and construction of relocatable classrooms as defined in s.
ILHR 56.31.

History. Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56,31 Definitions. "Relocatable classrooms" mean mobile home
type structures located on permanent foundations and equipped and
used for educational instruction.

history: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff, 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.32 General. Relocatable classrooms shall comply with the ap-
plicable sections of this code except as otherwise specified in this part.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff.

ILHR 56.33 Anchoring requirements. Provisions acceptable to the de-
partment for the prevention of overturning of the relocatable classroom
as a result of wind pressure shall be made.

Note: The department accepts provisions such as ground anchors installed in accordance
with ANSI standard A 119.1,

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1 71-79.

ILHR 56.34 Exit doors and exit lights. (1) EXIT DOORS, Exit doors shall FP
be at least 3 feet 0 inches in width.

(2) EXIT LIGHTS. Illuminated exit lights are not required in relocatable
classrooms.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.35 Class of construction separations. Relocatable classrooms
connected to another building shall be separated by class of construction
separations as specified in s. ILHR 51.02 (20).

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79; am. Register, December, 1983,
No. 336, eff, 1-1-84.

ILHR 56,36 Barrier-free requirements. Access to, interior circulation
and toilet facilities for the physically disabled need not be provided for
the relocatable classroom if the course taught in the relocatable class-
room are available in accessible facilities at the same school site.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.37 Sanitary fixtures. (1) Sanitary fixtures for relocatable class-
rooms shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of ss. ILHR
52.50 through 52.64 and 56.16,

(a) Exception. Sanitary fixtures within the relocatable classroom struc-
ture need not be provided if the sanitary fixtures in the main school

Register, )`larch, 1991, No. 423
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building are available for use and the relocatable classroom structure is
connected to the main school building with an enclosed passageway.

History: Or. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.38 Fire alarins. Relocatable classroom structures containing
more than 2 classrooms or connected to another building shall be pro-
vided with a fire alarm system as specified in s. ILHR 51.24.

History: Or. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

Subchapter HI — Mobile Training Units

ILHR 56.40 Scope. This part provides the minimum requirements for
mobile training units as defined in s. ILHR 56.41.

History: Or. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.41 Definitions, "Mobile training units" mean trailer type
units constructed and left on wheels. Mobile training units are used for
education purposes at one site for a period of time no greater than 9
weeks per year.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.42 General. Mobile training units shall comply with the appli-
cable sections of this code except as otherwise specified in this part,

History: Or. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.43 Exit doors and exit lights. (1) EXIT DOORS. Exit doors shall
be at least 3 feet 0 inches wide.

(2) EXIT LIGHTS. Illuminated exit lights are not required for mobile
training units.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1975, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.44 Barrier -free requirements. Access to, interior circulation'
and toilet facilities for the physically disabled need not be provided for
the mobile training units if the course taught in the mobile training units
are available in accessible facilities at the same school site.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.45 Sanitary fixtures. (1) GENERAL EXEMPTION. Sanitary fix-
tures are not required in the mobile training units provided the sanitary
fixtures in the main school building are available for use.

(2) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. Toilet rooms within the mobile training
unit shall comply with the requirements of ss. ILHR 52.50 through 52.64
and 56.16.

(a) Exceptions. 1. The requirements specified in s. ILHR 52.59 are not
applicable provided the toilet room door is equipped with a privacy lock.

2. Accessible toilet facilities for the physically disabled need not be
provided if accessible toilet facilities in the main school building are
made available.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.
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ILHR 56.46 Fire alarms. Mobile training units used individually are
exempt from the provisions of s. ILHR 56.19.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eft. 1-1-79.

Subchapter IV — Life-Safety Requirements for Existing Schools

ILHR 56.50 Scope. The provisions of this subchapter shall apply to all
existing buildings and portions of buildings constructed prior to January
1, 1950 which are publicly owned or leased as schools and primarily used
for instructional purposes for students up to and including grade 12.

History: Cr, Register, April, 1990, No. 412, eff. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56.51 Purpose. The purpose of this subchapter is to incorporate
modern safety requirements in all existing schools constructed prior to
January 1, 1950 to improve the life-safety of the occupants in these
buildings.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, eff. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56.52 Definitions. In this subchapter:

(1) "Funding is in place" means approval to fund through board ap-
proval, annual meeting approval, referendum or similar term.

(2) "Life-safety plan" means the individual plan developed for a
school to improve the life-safety of the school.

(3) "Life-safety standards" means the individual plan developed for a
school to improve the life-safety of the school.

(4) "Light-panel frames" means any glazed openings.

(5) "Special department inspection program" means inspections per-
formed by the department to evaluate existing schools in accordance
with life-safety standards and to establish an individual life-safety plan
for each school.

(6) "Transfer grille" means an opening in a wall or door which permits
air to flow from one space to another.

(7) "Written determination" means a decision by the department af-
ter reviewing plans and specifications or other information.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, eff. 6-1-90.

ILHR 56,53 Schools constructed prior to 1930. Schools constructed prior
to 1930 shall comply with the following requirements:

(1) PRE-1930 SCHOOLS INSPECTED PRIOR To JANUARY 1, 1989. (a) Codes
and standards. The recommendations specified in the individual life-
safety plan for the pre-1930 schools inspected prior to January 1, 1989,
shall comply with the standards specified in ss. ILHR 56.63 to 56.66.

(b) Compliance dates. 1. Pre-1930 schools inspected prior to January 1,
1989, shall implement on or before August 1, 1990, the recommendations
of the written life-safety plan developed by the department through the
special department inspection program.

2. The August 1, 1990, compliance date may be extended to those
schools where an extension of time for compliance as specified in s. ILHR
56.56 has been granted in writing by the department.
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Note: The department issued an emergency rule on pre-1934 schools on July 31, 1989, re-
quiring code violations to be corrected by September 1, 1989, and a written implementation
plan on the life-safety plan to be submitted to the department by December 1, I'M. Pre-1930
schools inspected prior to January 1, 1989, were evaluated using the inspection form SBD-
8413.

(2) PRE-1930 SCHOOLS INSPECTED AFTER JANUARY 1, 1989. (a) Codes
and standards. Any pre-1930 school inspected after January 1, 1989, shall
be evaluated in accordance with ss. ILHR 56.63 to 56.66.

(b) Compliance dates, Individual compliance dates to implement the
life-safety plan shall be established by the department for each school.

History. Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, eff. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56.54 Schools constructed between January 1, 1930, and January 1,
1950. Schools constructed between January 1, 1930, and January 1, 1950,
shall comply with the following requirements:

(1) CODES AND STANDARDS. The life-safety standards specified in ss.
ILHR 56.63 to 56.66 shall be used to evaluate schools constructed be-
tween January 1, 1930, and January 1, 1950.

(2) COMPLIANCE DATES. All violations identified through the special
department inspection program shall be corrected by September 1, 1991,
unless an extension of time for compliance as specified in s. ILHR 56.56
has been granted by the department.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, eff. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56.56 Extension of time-for compliance. A school district may re-
quest in writing an extension of time to comply with any code violation
or the life-safety plan. Extensions may be granted in accordance with one
or more of the following:

(1) CONSTRUCTION PROBLEAts. The department may grant a reason-
able extension of time in order to permit a school district to:

(a) Prepare plans for construction and issue bids for construction;

(b) Complete construction that has been delayed due to availability of
materials, weather conditions, or other construction-related problems;

(c) Implement interim approved safety measures to protect the build-
ing occupants during the time of extension; or

(d) Obtain written approval of an alternate life-safety plan.

(2) FUNDING PROBLEMS. (a) A school district may request a one year
extension if the school district is unable to implement the life-safety plan
due to inadequate funding.

.(b) Requests for extensions indicating the school district is unable to
correct the code violations or implement the life-safety plan due to inade-
quate funds shall be submitted to the department with:

1. A written statement obtained from the department of public in-
struction stating that the school district is unable to borrow money or to
use the school's operating reserve to implement the required life-safety
standards;
Register, Alarch, 1991, No. 423
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ILHR 55.33 Fire protection systems. (1) SPRINKLER SYSTEMS.
Automatic fire sprinkler systems shall be provided as outlined in ss.
ILHR 52.01, 52.011, 52.012 and 52,013.

(2) STANDPIPE SYSTEMS, (a) Fire department standpipes. Fire
department standpipes shall be provided in all buildings exceeding 60
feet in height.

(b) Dry standpipes. Dry standpipes shall be provided in all buildings,
except churches and places of worship, having theaters and assembly
halls with an occupancy load of more than 750 persons, unless an
approved automatic sprinkler system is installed. First-aid standpipes
shall be provided on the stage of every theater and assembly hall where a
proscenium curtain is required.

(3) Fire extinguishers. Portable fire extinguishers shall be provided and
maintained as specified in s. ILHR 51.22.

History; 1-2-56; r. and recr. Register, December, 1976, No. Z52, eft'. 1-1-77; am. (2),
Register, December, 1978, No. 276, off. 1-1-79; emerg, r. and recr. (2), eff. 9-6-86; r, and recr.
(2), Register, November, 1986, No. 371, eff. 12 .1-86; r. and recr. Register, Aiarch, 1991, No.
423, eff. 4-1-91.

ILHR 55.34 *Fire extinguishers. Portable fire extinguishers shall be FP
provided and maintained as specified in s. ILHR 51.22,

History: 1-2-56; r. and reer., Register, December, 1981, No. 312, eff. 1-1-82.

ILHR 55.39 Use of "safety-base" film. (1) The requirements of ss.
ILHR 55.40 through 55.49 will not apply in buildings in which movie
projectors are used with "safety-base" film provided the conditions of
pars. (a) and (b) are met.

(a) The owner shall submit an affidavit to the department stating that
"safety-base" film only will be used in all movie projectors.

(b) The affidavit shall be signed by the owner and the signature
notarized.

Note: For definition of "owner," see s. 101.01 (2) (i), Stats.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1971, No. 184, eff. 5-1-71.

ILHR 55.40 Motion picture machine booths, general. Every motion
picture machine using nitro-cellulose film, together with all auxiliary and
associated equipment, shall be enclosed in a booth so arranged as to
permit the operator to walk freely on either side and in back of the
machine. At least 48 square feet in area shall be provided for one
machine, and 24 square feet additional for each machine over one. The
ceiling height shall be not less than 7 feet.

ILHR 55.41 Construction of booth. The floor of each motion picture
booth shall be constructed of masonry or reinforced concrete, or shall be
covered with not less than 2 inches of fire-resistive material. The walls
and ceilings shall be not less than 2-hour fire-resistive construction as
specified in s. ILHR 51.04.

History: 1-2.56; am. Register, February, 1971, No.182, eff. 7-1-71; nand roer. eff. 8-1-71
and exp. 1-1-72; or. eff. 1-1-72, Register, July, 1971, No. 187.

*See Appendix A for further explanatory material.
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ILHR 55.42 Doors. (1) The door to the booth shall be not larger than
necessary for the safe and proper use and maintenance of the booth and
equipment, but in no case shall its dimensions be smaller than 2 feet by 5
feet or larger than 3 feet by 7 feet. The top of the door shall be not less
than 12 inches below the ceiling of the booth.

(2) The door shall be a tight-fitting self-closing fire door as specified in
s. ILHR 51.047, shall open outwardly, and shall not be equipped with
any latch.

History: 1-2-56; am. (2), Register, February, 1971, No. 182, eff. 7-1-71; r. and recr. (2) A 8-
1-71 and exp. 1-1-72; er. (2) off. 1-1-72, Register, duly, 1971, No. 187,

FP ILHR 55.43 Openings. (1) Two openings for each motion picture
machine may be provided. The one for the operator's view shall not be
larger than 200 square inches and the one for projection not larger than
120 square inches. Where separate stereopticon, spot, or floodlight
machines are installed, not more than one opening shall be provided for
each such machine for both the operator's view and the projection of
light. All such openings shall be as small as practicable.

(2) Each opening shall be provided with an approved gravity shutter
set into guides not Iess than one inch at sides and bottom, and
overlapping the top of the opening by at least one inch when closed.
Shutters shall be not less than No. 10 U.S. Standard gauge iron or
equivalent, arranged to move freely in guides of like material and
thickness bolted to the wall. Each shutter shall by suspended by a cord
and shall be so arranged that closing is by gravity action. A fusible link
shall be provided in the cord over each shutter. A link shall also be
provided over each magazine, which on operating will close all shutters.
A manual release shall be provided near each exit door by which all
shutters can be closed simultaneously. Shutters shall not be blocked open
nor held open in any manner except by the harness of cords and links as
herein described.

ILHR 55.44 Ventilation of booths. Every booth or room housing
projection, sound or any other equipment which vitiates good air
conditions or requires the attention of an attendant shall be ventilated as
required by s. ILHR 64.05. Fresh air intakes in booth walls, except for
outside air, shall not exceed 72 square inches in area, nor be more than 3
inches above the floor. They shall be equipped with automatic shutters
as described for projection openings.

History: 1-2-56; r. and recr. Register, October, 1967, No. 142, eff. 11-1-67; am. Register,
December, 1975, No. 240, eff. 1-1-76.

FP ILHR 55.45 Relief outlets. Every booth or room housing projection,
sound or other equipment which constitutes a fire, smoke, explosion or
fuming hazard shall be equipped with one or more gravity outlets
extending upward from the ceiling through the roof. The net area of such
gravity relief outlets shall be equal to one per cent of the room or booth
floor area, but not less than 12 inches in diameter. Such outlets shall be
constructed as sheet metal ducts having double walls with % inch air
space between, or better construction. Where a relief outlet passes
through, or is within 18 inches of any combustible construction, or passes
through any other occupancy, approved masonry flues as specified for
chimneys, s. ILHR 64.46, shall be used. The relief outlets shall be
equipped, at the booth or room outlets, with a gravity shutter which will
open automatically under excessive heat conditions. The automatic
Register, March, 1991, No. 423
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shutter shall normally be tightly closed where mechanical exhaust
ventilation is required in the same room.

II,HR 55.46 EIectric wiring. All lights and electric wiring, also motors, FP
are lamps, rheostats, and associated electrical equipment shall conform
in type and arrangement to the requirements of the Wisconsin state
electrical code, vol. 2, ch. ILHR 16.

ILHR 55.47 Motionptclure machine. Every projection machine shall be
securely fastened to the floor, and together with sound head and other
associated equipment, shall be of safe design. No part of the film shall be
outside of a tight metal enclosure during projection, and the feed and
take-up reels shall have riveted, flanged, or welded joints. A shutter shall
be placed in front of the condenser, arranged so as to be closed except
when held open by the operator, or by some mechanical device which will
assure immediate closure when operation of the machine is stopped.

ILHR 55.48 Fire protection in booth; care and use of film. (1) All shelves,
furniture and fixtures shall be incombustible. No combustible material
shall be permitted to be within such booth, except films and film cement
not exceeding one pint, Smoking is prohibited. Heating equipment in
booths shall be limited to steam, warm air, hot water or electric
convection heaters with low surface temperature elements. Radiators
shall be protected by 1/4 inch mesh screen with the top sloped at least 45°
to the horizontal.

(2) films not in process of rewinding, examination or projection shall
be kept in metal containers. Up to 40 pounds of film may be kept in the
projection booth in interstate commerce commission shipping
containers. Excess over 40 pounds shall be kept in an approved film
cabinet, but the total quantity of film in any booth shall not exceed 125
pounds.

(3) Rewinding in the projection booth is prohibited unless done in an
approved enclosed type rewind machine. An approved can with self-
closing hinged cover shall be provided for scrap film.

(4) Up to 125 pounds of film in addition to that permitted in a
projection booth, may be kept in containers as specified above, providing
this excess is in a rewind room of not less than 80 square feet area, and of
the construction specified in ss. ILHR 55.41 and 55.42. Such room shall
have a vent of at least 50 square inches in area extending upward to the
outside of the building, with a clearance to combustible material
conforming to s. ILHR 55.45. Furniture and heating shall be as for the
projection booth, and smoking is prohibited.

Note. The weight of a 1000 foot roll of 35 millimeter film is assumed as 5 pounds.

ILHR 55.49 Portable booths. (1) Every portable booth used to confine
r	 the fire hazards of a motion picture machine shall be of approved design
\.	 conforming to the requirements for permanent booths.

(2) Every booth used for more than 3 consecutive performances in one
location will be considered a permanent booth.

ILHR 55.50 Maintenance. All theaters and assembly halls, and all parts FP
thereof, shall be kept clean, sanitary and in good repair.
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Chapter ILHR 56

SCHOOLS AND OTHER PLACES OF INSTRUCTION

Subchapter I - General Requirements
ILHR 56.001 Scope (p. 227)
ILHR 66.01 Maximum height (p. 228)
ILHR 56.02 Class of construction limita-

tions(p. 228)
ILHR 66.03 Protection of basement levels

(p. 228)
ILHR 56.05 Exterior wall openings (p.

229)
ILHR 66.06 Exits (p. 229)
ILHR 66.07 Required exit width (p. 231)
ILHR 56.08 Exit doors (p. 232)
ILHR 56.69 Passageways (p. 232)
ILHR 56.19 Enclosure of stairways and

shafts (p. 232)
ILHR 56.13 Assembly seating (p. 232)
ILHR 56.14 Seats, desks and aisles (p.

233)
ILHR 56.145 Occupancy separations	 (p.

233)
ILHR 56.16 Isolation of hazards ( p . 233)
ILHR 56.16 Sanitary facilities (p. 233)
ILHR 66.17 Lighting (p. 234)
ILHR 56.19 lire alarms (p. 234)
ILHR 56.20 lore protection systems (p.

234)

Subchapter It - Relocalable Classrooms
ILHR 66.30 Scope (p. 235)
ILHR 56.31 Definitions (p. 235)
ILHR 56.32 General (p. 235)
ILHR 56.33 Anchoring requirements (p.

235)
ILHR 56.34 Exit doors and exit lights (p.

235)
ILHR 56.36 Class of construction separa-

tions (p- 236)
ILHR 66.36 Barrier-free requirements (p.

235)
ILHR 56.37 Sanitary fixtures (p. 235)
ILHR 56.38 Fire alarms (p. 236)

Suhchapler III - Mobile Training
Classrooms
ILHR 66.40 Scope (p. 236)
ILHR 56.41 Definitions (p. 236)
ILHR 66.42 General (p. 236)
ILHR 56.43 Exit doors and exit lights (p.

236)
ILHR 56.44 Barrier-free requirements (p.

236)
ILHR 66.45 Sanitary fixtures ( p• 236)
ILHR 56.46 Fire alarms (p. 237)

Subchapter IV - Life-Safety Requirements
for Existing Schools
ILHR 56.50 Scope (p. 237)
ILHR 56.51 Purpose (p. 237)
ILHR 66.52 Definitions (p. 237)
ILHR 66.53 Schools constructed prior to

1930 (p. 237)
ILHR 66.54 Schools constructed between

January 1, 1930, and Janu-
ary 1, 1950 (p. 238)

ILHR 66.56 Extension of time for compli-
ance (p. 238)

ILHR 66.57
ILHR 56.58

Failure to comply (p. 239)
Life-safety evaluation proce-
dures (p. 239)

ILHR 56.59 Plan of school (p. 240)
ILHR 66.60 Plans and specifications (p.

240)
ILHR 56.61 Approval of alternate life-

safety plan (p. 241)
ILHR 56.62 Re_evaluation (p. 241)
ILHR 56.63 Life-safety	 standards	 (p.

241)
ILHR 66.64 Stairway	 smoke-enclosure

(p . 245)
ILHR 56.65 Stairway smoke cut-offs (p.

247)
ILHR 56.66 Horizontal separations	 (p.

247)

Note: Chapter Ind 56 was renumbered to be ch. 1LHR 56, effective January 1, 1984.
Sections ILHR 56.50 to 66.57 were created on emergency rules effective 7-3-89. Sections
ILHR 56.60 to 56.70 were created as emergency rules effective 9-6-89.

Subchapter I - General Requirements

ILHR 56.001 Scope. The requirements of this chapter shall apply to all
public and private schools, universities, colleges, academies, seminaries,
libraries, museums and art galleries; including all buildings or parts of
buildings used primarily for instructional purposes. This chapter does
not apply to those types of art galleries where art work is intended for
sale, dance studios or schools, nonacademic-music studios or schools,
nonacademic-art studios or schools, self-defense schools, or other similar
nonacademic training occupancies; such occupancies shall be regulated
by the provisions of ch. ILHR 54.

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, May, 1971, No. 185, off. 6-1-71; am. Register, December,
1977, No. 264, off. 1-1-78; am. Register, January, 1980, No. 289, ell. 2-1-80; am. Register,
March, 1991, No. 423, ell. 4-1-91.
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ILHR 56.01 Maximum height. (1) Buildings occupied primarily by
pupils up to and including grade 12 shall not exceed 4 stories or 48 feet in
height.

(a) Exception. Buildings provided with complete automatic sprinkler
or automatic smoke detection systems, occupied primarily by students
of grades 9 through 12, shall be no more than 6 stories or 72 feet in height.

Note: Also see requirements for classes of construction.

lllatory: 1-2-56; r. Register, May, 1971, No.185, eff. 6-1-71; cr. Register, September, 1973,
No. 213, eff. 10-1-73.

ILHR 56.02 Classes of construction limitations. (1) Buildings within the
scope of this chapter may not exceed the number of stories and height
limits as specified in Table 56.02-1 based upon the type of construction
utilized.

Table 56.02-1
MAXIMUM NUMBER OF STORIES

Class of
Construction S rinklereda Nons rinklered

Height
in feet

Number of
Stories

Height	 Number of
in feet	 Stories

Type 1 No limit No limit 60b No limit
TYPI l 95 9 60b 8
Type a 85 3 60b 2
Type o 85 3 60E 2
Type 5A 60 3 50 2
Type 5B 50 3 40 2
Type 6 60 3 50 2
Type l 50 2 40 1
Type 8 45 2 35 1

a - An automatic fire sprinkler system designed and installed in accordance with s. I1,1111
51.23 is provided throughout the entire building,

b - Section ILHR 52.01 requires the installation of sprinklers for buildings more than 60
feet in height.

(2) Those portions of buildings used as auditoriums, gymnasiums, field houses or assembly
halls shall conform with the construction limitations specified in s. ILHR 55.02.

History: I-2-56; r. and reer. Register, play, I971, No.185, eff. 6-1.71; am. (1) and (2) and r.
and recr. (3), Register, June, 1972, No. 198, eff. 1-1-73; er. (4), Register, September, 1973, No.
213, eff. 10-1-73, r. and reer. (4) (a) 1., Register, May, 1974, No. 221, eff. 6-1-74; am. (4) (a)1.,
Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79; emerg. am. (1) to (3), renum. (4) to (5) and r.
and reer. (5) (a) and (b), cr. (4), eff. 9-6 .86; am. (1) to (3), renum. (4) to be (5) and r. and reer.
(5) (a) and (b), cr. (4), Register, November, 1986, No. 371, eff. 12-1-86; r. and recr. Register,
March, 1991, No. 423, eff. 4-1-91.	 l

ILHR 56.03 Protection of bmement levels. (1) GENERAL REQUIREMENT.
Buildings with basements shall at such levels be protected with an ap-
proved automatic sprinkler system as specified in s. ILHR 51.23 or an
approved automatic smoke detection system, as specified in s. ILHR
51.245, either of which shall be electrically connected to the required fire
alarm system.

Note: See s. ILHR 51.245 for additional requirements pertaining to smoke detectors.
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Note. See ss. ILHR 52.012 (1) and 52.02 for additional requirements pertaining to
basements.

(2) RNTROACrIVITY. Existing buildings which do not conform to the
requirements specified in sub. (1) on or after January 1, 1983 shall com-
ply with the following:

(a) The corridors in the basement shall be protected by an approved
smoke detection system.

(b) Smoke detection systems shall be installed in accordance with
NPPA No. 72E or NFPA No. 74; but in no case shall smoke detectors be
spaced more than 30 feet apart on center or more than 15 feet from any
wall.

Note; See s. ILHR 51.01 for de finitions of "automatic" and "basement."

History: Cr. Register, January,1980, No. 289, e lf. 2-1-80; er. (2), off. 1-1-83, am. (1), Regis-
ter, December, 1981, No. 312, eff.1-1-82; am. (2) (b), Register, March, 1991, No. 423, e ff. 4-1-
91; correction in (2) (intro.) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 14, Slats., Register, Alarch, 1991,
No. 423.

ILHR 56.05 Exterior wall openings. (1) ONE-STORY BUILDINGS, One-
story buildings with no floor levels below the first floor need not be pro-
vided with exterior wail openings other than required exits,

(2) MULTI-STORY BU1LDTNGS. (a) Except as provided in par. (b), build-
ings more than one story shall be provided with fire department access
openings as specified in s, ILHR 52.02 (2).

(b) Fire department access openings are not required provided the
building is protected throughout by an automatic fire sprinkler system
and that system is connected to the required fire alarm system.

History: 1-2-56: am. Register, January, 1961, No. 61, e#. 2-1-61; r. and reer., Register,
MaI971, No. 185, elf. 6-I-71 r. and recr., Register, September, 1973, No. 213, ell. 10-1-73;
r. (2j and renum. (3) to be (2), Register, January, 1980, No. 289, elf. 2-1 .80; r. and veer.
Register, June, 1983, No. 330, eff. 7-1-83.

ILHR 56.06 Fxits, (1) TOTAL NUNIBFR OF EXITS. The total number of FP
exits from each floor level and each building shall be determined on the
basis of total aggregate exit width and distances to exit. Each building
and each floor level shall be provided with at least 2 exits.

(2) TYPE OF EXITS. At least 2 exits from all floor levels shall lead di-
rectly to grade through standard exit doors, stairs, interior enclosed
stairs, smokeproof stair towers, fire-rated exit corridors, passageways, or
ramps. One-half of the remaining required exits may be horizontal exits
or fire escapes. Eire escapes are prohibited as required exits in pre-school,
elementary, middle, and high schools. In no case will fire escapes be per-
mitted above the second story.

(a) Standard exit doors. Standard exit doors shall be provided in ac-
cordance with the requirements of ss. ILHR 5115 and 56.08.

(b) Stairs. Stairs shall conform to the requirements of ss. ILHR 51.16
to 51.166, except that the stairs shall have a uniform rise of not more
than 7'^ inches, measured from tread to tread, and a uniform tread of not
less than 10 inches, measured from nosing to nosing of tread. Handrails
shall be provided on both sides. No closets or rooms may be placed under
a stairway or landing.
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(c) Interior enclosed stairs and smokeproof stair towers. Interior enclosed
stairs and smokeproof stair towers shall conform with ss. ILHR 5118
and 51.17, respectively.

(d) Fire-rated exit corridors. All rated exit corridors required to satisfy
limitations on exit distance shall be of not less than one-hour fire-resis-
tive construction, unless the fire-resistive ratings indicated in Table
51.03-A for required exit corridor enclosures are more restrictive.

(e) Exit ramps. The minimum width of exit ramps shall be determined
in accordance with the requirements of s. ILHR 56.07. The minimum
width shall be not less than 3 feet 8 inches. Exit ramps, other than those
required for the physically disabled, shall have a slope not exceeding 1:8.
Ramp slopes exceeding 1:12 shall be provided with handrails. Ramps
shall be provided with a slip-resistant finish. Ramps shall be provided
from areas noted under sub. (3) (c) involving a change of elevation be-
tween floor levels or platforms not exceeding 3 feet,

(f) Fire escapes. Fire escapes shall be constructed in accordance with
the requirements of s. ILHR 51.20.

(g) Horizontal exits. Horizontal exits shall be constructed in accord-
ance with the requirements of s. ILHR 51.19 and shall be of at least 4-
hour rated construction.

(3) LOCATION OF EXITS, (a) Exit distance. 1. Travel distance to an exte-
rior exit door, a required fire-resistive rated exit corridor, interior en-
closed stairs, smokeproof stair tower, horizontal exit, or fire escape, from
any point in a building accessible to the public, shall not exceed 150 feet.

2. Where an approved automatic Ore sprinkler system is provided
throughout the building, an increase in exit distance to 200 feet will be
permitted.

3. Building service areas, including pipe chases and tunnels, catwalks,
ducts or similar spaces not accessible to the public, shall not exceed 300
feet from an exit.

(b) Distribution of exits. All exits shall be distributed to provide the
best possible means of egress. The exits shall be located so that in case
any exit is blocked at any point some other exit is accessible through
public passageways at all times. Locked security gates and doors shall
not be placed so as to block required exit passageways or create dead-end
corridors,

(c) Auditorium, gymnasium and field house exits. This rule shall apply
only to auditoriums, gymnasiums and field houses which have a capacity
exceeding 600 persons, One-half of the required exits shall discharge di-
rectly to a street, alley or open court connected with a street, unless a 2-
hour rated exit corridor is provided, wide enough to accommodate one-
half of the occupants, which extends from the interior wall of the audito-
rium, gymnasium or field house to an exterior exit. The remaining re-
quired exits shall discharge directly to the exterior or to a public passage-
way which permits 2 directions of travel to the exits at the exterior of the
building. The exiting shall be direct and unobstructed.

(4) CLASSROOM EXITS. (a) Exits serving 50 persons or less. At least one
exit shall be provided from all rooms serving a capacity of 50 persons or
Register, March, 1991, No. 423
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less. The exit shall discharge directly to the exterior of the building or to
a public passageway which permits 2 directions of travel to the exterior.

(b) Exits serving 51-100 persons. At least 2 exits shall be provided from
all rooms serving a capacity of 51-100 persons. One exit shall discharge
directly to the exterior of the building or to a public passageway which
permits 2 directions of travel to the exterior. One exit may discharge
through an adjacent room provided a clear passageway is maintained
from the connecting door to a required exit serving the adjacent room.

(c) Exits serving more than 100 persons. At least 2 exits shall be pro-
vided from all rooms serving a capacity of more than 100 persons. The
exits shall discharge directly to grade or to a public passageway which
permits 2 directions of travel to the exterior.

(5) WIDTH of ExITS, The total required exit width shall be provided in
accordance with the requirements of s. ILHR 56.07.

(6) EXIT LIGHTS. All required exits indicated ins. ILHR 56.06 (2), and FP
exits from areas serving a capacity of more than 100 persons, shall be
identified by an approved exit light. Directional exit lights shall be pro-
vided to direct occupants to an exit. Exit lights and directional exit lights
shall be as specified in s. ILHR 51.15 (5).

History: 1-2-55; am. (1), or. (1) (a), Register, September, 1959, No. 45, eff. 10-1-59; am.
Register, January, 1961, No. 61, eff. 2-1-61; r. and reer. (1) (a), renum. (2) to be (3), (3) to be
(4), (4) to be (5), (5) to be (6) and (6) to be (7), and or, (2) and (8), Register, Dlay, 1971, No.
185, eff. 6-1-71; r. and reer., Register, September, 1973, No. 213, eff. 10-1-13; am. (1) (a) 2.,
Register, December, 1974, No. 228, eff. 1-1-75, r. and reer. Register, December, 1975, No.
240, eff. 1-1-76; am. (2), intro. and or, (2) (g), Register, December, 1976, No. 252, off. 1-1-77;
am. (6), Register, December, 1983, No. 336, eff. 1-1-84; cmerg. am. (3) (a), eff. 9-6-86; am. (3)
(a), Register, November, 1986, No. 371, eff. 12-1-86; am. (2) (b) and (c), Register, March,
1991, No. 423, cf. 4-1-91.

ILHR 66.07 Required exit width. (1) The total required exit width from FY
a building level shall be in accordance with the requirements of ss. ILHR
51.15 (6) and 51.16 (3).

(2) The capacity of educational buildings or any individual story or
section thereof for the purpose of determining exits shall be the maxi-
mum capacity designated on approved plans.

(a) The maximum capacity shall not exceed the requirements of par.
(b).

(b) The maximum capacities of all rooms and spaces as listed below
shall be determined on the basis of the minimum net square feet area per
person shown for that occupancy unless otherwise designated on the
plans,
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Minimum Square Feet
Per Occupant

1. Academic classrooms — Regular ............................ 20
2. Administrative and office space 	 ............................. 75
3. Arts, crafts, drafting ....................................... 30
4. Bleachers (one seat per 18 inches of bench length)
5. Gymnasiums, field houses, auditoriums, theatres, lecture rooms

(fixed seating) ............................................. 6
6. Gymnasiums, field houses, multipurpose rooms, cafeterias, study

halls, commons and other level floor areas with nonfixed individ-
ual
seating ................................................... £0

7. Home economics, business education	 ........................ 30
8. Industrial arts-vocational shop .............................. 50
9. Laboratorles-Science (fixed lab. tables) ....................... 30

10. Libraries and resource centers ............................... 20
11. Museums and art galleries .................................. 40
12. Musle

a.	 Vocal	 ................................................. 10
b.	 Instrumental. . ......................................... 20

13. Special education
a. Mentally retarded, physically handicapped, etc ............. 35

History: l-2`56; r. and recr. (3), Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eff.6-1-71; am. (1), Register,
June, 1972, No. 198, off. 1-1-73; r. and recr., Reggister, September, 1973, No. 213, off. 10-1-73;
r. and recr. (1), r. (2), (3) and (4), renum. (5) t '.'§, (2), Register, December, 1974, No. 228, off.
1-1-75.

ILHR 56,08 Exit floors. (1) STANDARD EXIT DOORS. Exit doors shall
comply with the requirements of s. ILHR 51.15. The aggregate width of
exit doors shall be as required in s. ILHR 56.07. No single door or leaf of
a double door shall be more than 42 inches wide.

(2) CLASSROOM EXIT DOOR WIDTH AND SWING. (a) Classroom doors serv-
ing 50 persons or less. Classroom doors serving classrooms with a capacity
of 50 persons or less shall be not less than 3 feet 0 inches in width. The
doors may swing into the classroom,

(b) Classroom doors seining more than 50 persons. Classroom doors serv-
ing classrooms with a capacity of more than 50 persons shall be standard
exit doors and shall swing outward toward the means of egress.

(3) ALL OTHER EXIT DooRs. Doors serving areas other than classrooms
shall comply with s. ILHR 54.06.

History: 1-2-56, r. and reer. Register, December, 1976, No. 240, eff. 1-1-76; am. (2) and cr.
(3), Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79; am. (1) and (2) (b), r. (2) (c), Register,
January, 1980, No. 289, off. 2-1-80.

FP ILHR 56.09 Passageways. (1) The minimum unobstructed width of cor-
ridors and passageways which are used by the public or by the occupants
generally, shall be determined in the same manner as specified for stair-
ways in s. ILHR 56.07, but in no case shall this width be less than 4 feet.
Corridors and passageways serving as a means of egress shall be at least

	

equal in combined width to the required width of the stairways or pas- 	 r
sageways leading to them.

History: 1-2-56; r. (1) and renum, (2) to be (1), Register, May, 1971, No. 185, off. 6-1-71.

ILHR 56.10 Enclosure of stairways and shafts, All stairways and shafts
shall be enclosed in accordance with s. ILHR 51.02 (11).

History: Gr. Register, March, 1991, No. 423, eff. 4-1-91.

ILHR 56.13 Assembly seating. All assembly seating in auditoriums,
gymnasiums, field houses and other large group occupancy areas shall
Register, March, 1991, No. 423
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comply with the requirements of subeh. V, Assembly Seating Facilities,
of ch. ILHR 62, Where any area of a building in this category has a stage
loft in excess of 25 feet 0 inches in height above the stage floor and is
equipped with permanent or movable scenery, it shall comply with ss.
ILHR 55.21 through 55.30.

History- 1-2-56; r. and reer., Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-71; r. and reer., Register,
(	 December, 1981, No. 312, ell. 1-1-82.

ILHR 56.14 Seats, desks and aisles. (1) Seats, desks, tables and other
loose equipment need not be fastened to the floor or to each other pro-
vided that any seating arrangement use, will maintain during occu-
pancy, free and unobstructed intermediate, cross and wall aisles leading
to the exit.

(a) Stepped floors or tiered platforms shall be no less than 48 inches in
width to permit the above arrangement.

(b) Seats, desks, tables and other loose equipment used in instructional
occupancies shall be of a durable type of construction to assure safety
and stability.

History: 1-2-56; r. and recr„ Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-71.

ILHR 56,145 Occupancy separations. Occupancies within the scope of
this chapter shall be separated from other occupancies or uses in accord-
ance with s. ILHR 51.08.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1991, No. 423, eff. 4-1-91,

ILHR 56.15 Isolation of hazards. (1) GENERAL. Except for direct vent FP
sealed combustion chamber appliances and suspended heating equip-
merit as specified in Table 64.21, all fuel-fired heating boilers and fur-
naces, power boilers, fuel rooms, and breeching, storage vaults for paints,
oils and similar combustibles, fuel-fired kilns and dryers, and other simi-
lar hazards, shall be enclosed as follows;

(a) In every building more than one story in height, the enclosure shall
be not less than 4-hour fire-resistive rated construction as specified in s,
ILHR 51.04,

(b) In one-story buildings, the enclosure shall be not less than 2-hour
fire-resistive rated construction as specified in s. ILHR 51.04.

(2) PROTECTION OF OPENINGS. All openings shall be protected by fire-
rated door assemblies equipped with self-closing devices as specified in s.
ILHR 51,047.

History: 1-2.56; am. Register, February, 1971, No. 182, eff. 7-1-71; r. and reer. eff. 8-1-71
and exp. 1-1 72; or. eff. 1-1-72, Register, July, 1971, No. 187; r. and reer., Register, January,

(	 1980, No. 289, eff, 2-1-80; am. (1) (intro.), Register, December,1981, No. 312, e€f. 1-1-82; am.
\.	 (1) (intro.), Register, August, 1985, No. 356, eff. 1-1-86.

ILHR 56.16 Sanitary facilities. (1) TOILET ROOMS. Separate toilet rooms
for each sex shall be provided for all occupancies included under the
scope of this chapter. The toilet rooms shall be completely enclosed and
arranged to ensure privacy, except that in elementary schools (kinder-
garten through grade 8) the doors to the toilet rooms may be eliminated
if the entrance to the toilet room is located in the wall of a public
corridor.
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(2) SANITARY FIXTURES. The following tabulated groups or combina-
tions thereof shall be provided with one fixture of each type in accord-
ance with the ratio given in chart to serve the total number of persons
designated on the plans.

Large Group Adminis-

	

Post High Occupancy	 trative
Type of Fixture	 K-6	 7-12	 school	 Areas	 Areas

Water Closets (F) ..........	 35	 50	 100	 200	 I0
Water Closets (111)..........	 75	 100	 200	 300	 15
Urinals ....................	 35	 50	 100	 150	 40
Lavatories .................	 75	 100	 100	 160	 15
Drinking Fountains ......... 1 per 6,000 sq. ft. floor area or 1 per floor or both

(a) When fixtures required for a designated group are not available to
another designated group the number of fixtures shall be provided ac-
cording to the ratio indicated in the chart and independent of other
group requirements,

(b) Where a theatre is a part of an educational facility the require-
ments listed under "large group occupancies" shall apply.

History: 1-2-56; am. (2), (3), (4) and (4) (a), Register, September, 1959, No. 45, off, 10-1-
69, r. and recr. (4), intro, gar., Register, December, 1967, No. 144, off. I-1-68; r. and recr,
Register, hfay 1971, No. 185, eff. 6 .1-71; am. (1) (intro.), r. and reer. (1) (a), or. (1) (b),
Register, September, I973, No. 213, eff, 10-1-73; renum. (1) to be (2) and cr. (1), Register,
December, 1976, No. 252, eff.

ILHR 56.17 Lighting. (1) ELECTRIC LIGHTING. Every class, Study or rec-
itation room shall be equipped with sufficient electrical lighting units to
maintain the illumination required in ch. Ind 19, Illumination Code.

(2) GENERAL, All other rooms and spaces in school buildings shall be
equipped with means for supplying electric illumination in the quantity
required for the purpose for which the room or space is used. All electrical
work shall be installed to conform to the requirements of the Wisconsin
state electrical code, vol. 2, ch. ILHR 16.

Histoq• : 1-2-56; am. Register, January, 1961, No. 61, eft. 2-1-61; cr, (3), Register, Novem-
ber, 1963, No. 95, eff. 12-1-63; am. (3) (c), Register, February, 1971, No. 182, eff. 7-1-71; r.
and recr. Register, hiay, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-71.

IL1IR 56.18 Fire extinguishers. History: 1-2-56; am. Register, lliay, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-
71; ant. Register, December, 1976, No.262, eff, 1-1-77; r, and recr., Register, December, 1981,
No. 312, eff. 1-1-82; r. Register, hiarch, 1991, No. 423, eff. 4-1-91.

FP	 ILHR 56.19 Fire alarms. Every building shall be provided with a proper
alarm system complying with s. ILHR 51.24,

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, Afay, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-71.

ILHR 56.20 Fire protection systems. (1) SPRINKLER SYSTEMS. Auto-
matic fire sprinkler systems shall be provided as outlined in ss. ILHR
52.01, 52.011, 52,012 and 52.013,

(2) STANDPIPE SYSTEMS. (a) Fire department standpipes. Mre depart-
ment standpipes shall be provided in all buildings exceeding 60 feet in
height.

(b) DRY STANDPIPES. Dry standpipes shall be provided in all buildings
3 stories or more in height, unless an approved automatic sprinkler sys-
tem is installed.
Register, March, 1991, No. 423



INDUSTRY, LABOR & HUMAN RELATIONS 	 235
Schools, places of instruction	 I11HR 56

(3) DIRE EXTINGUISHERS. Portable fire extinguishers shall be provided
and maintained as specified in s. ILHR 51.22.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1976, No. 252, eff. 1-147; emerg. r. and reer. (2), eff. 9-6-
86; r. and reer. (2), Register, November, 1986, No. 371, eff. 12-1-86; r. and reer. Register,
March, 1991, No. 423, eff. 4-1-91.

Subchapter II — Relocatable Classrooms

ILHR 56.30 Scope. This part provides the minimum requirements for
the design and construction of relocatable classrooms as defined in s.
ILHR 56.31,

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.31 Definitions. "Relocatable classrooms" mean mobile home
type structures located on permanent foundations and equipped and
used for educational instruction.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.32 General. Relocatable classrooms shall comply with the ap-
plicable sections of this code except as otherwise specified in this part.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.33 Anchoring requirements. Provisions acceptable to the de-
partment for the prevention of overturning of the relocatable classroom
as a result of wind pressure shall be made,

Now The department accepts provisions such as ground anchors installed in accordance
with ANSI standard A 119.1.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.34 Exit doors and exit lights. (1) EXIT DOORS. Exit doors shall FP
be at least 3 feet 0 inches in width.

(2) EXIT LIGHTS. Illuminated exit lights are not required in relocatable
classrooms,

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.35 Class of construction separations. Relocatable classrooms
connected to another building shall be separated by class of construction
separations as specified in s, ILHR 51.02 (20).

History. Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79; am. Register, December, 1983,
No. 336, eff. 1-1.54.

ILHR 56.36 Barrier-free requirements. Access to, interior circulation
and toilet facilities for the physically disabled need not be provided for

C	
the relocatable classroom if the course taught in the relocatable class-
room are available in accessible facilities at the same school site.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.37 Sanitary fixtures. (1) Sanitary fixtures for relocatable class-
rooms shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of ss, ILHR
52.50 through 52.64 and 56.16.

(a) Exception. Sanitary fixtures within the relocatable classroom struc-
ture need not be provided if the sanitary fixtures in the main school
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building are available for use and the relocatable classroom structure is
connected to the main school building with an enclosed passageway.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.38 fire alarms. Relocatable classroom structures containing
more than 2 classrooms or connected to another building shall be pro-
vided with a fire alarm system as specified in s. ILHR 51.24.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

Subchapter III — Mobile Training Units

ILHR 56.40 Scope. This part provides the minimum requirements for
mobile training units as defined in s. ILHR 56.41.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.41 Definitions. "Mobile training units" mean trailer type
units constructed and left on wheels. Mobile training units are used for
education purposes at one site for a period of time no greater than 9
weeks per year.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, off. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.42 General. Mobile training units shall comply with the appli-
cable sections of this code except as otherwise specified in this part.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, off. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.43 Exit doors and exit lights, (1) EXIT DOORS. Exit doors shall
be at least 3 feet 0 inches wide.

(2) EXIT LIGHTS. Illuminated exit lights are not required for mobile
training units,

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, off. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.44 Barrier-free requirements. Access to, interior circulation
and toilet facilities for the physically disabled need not be provided for
the mobile training units if the course taught in the mobile training units
are available in accessible facilities at the same school site.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

ILHR 56.45 Sanitary fixtures. (1) GENERAL EXEMPTION. Sanitary fix-
tures are not required in the mobile training units provided the sanitary
fixtures in the main school building are available for use,

(2) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. Toilet rooms within the mobile training
unit shall comply with the requirements of ss. ILHR 52,50 through 52.64 	 II
and 56.16,	 L

(a) Exceptions. 1. The requirements specified in s. ILHR 52.59 are not
applicable provided the toilet room door is equipped with a privacy lock.

2. Accessible toilet facilities for the physically disabled need not be
provided if accessible toilet facilities in the main school building are
made available.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.
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ILHR 56.46 Fire alarms. Mobile training units used individually are
exempt from the provisions of s. ILHR 56.19.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1978, No. 276, eff. 1-1-79.

Subchapter IV — Life-Safety Requirements for Existing Schools

ILHR 56.50 Scope, The provisions of this subchapter shall apply to all
existing buildings and portions of buildings constructed prior to January
1, 1950 which are publicly owned or leased as schools and primarily used
for instructional purposes for students up to and including grade 12.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, eff. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56.51 Purpose. The purpose of this subchapter is to incorporate
modern safety requirements in all existing schools constructed prior to
January 1, 1950 to improve the life-safety of the occupants in these
buildings.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, eff. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56.52 Definitions. In this subchapter:

(1) "Funding is in place" means approval to fund through board ap-
proval, annual meeting approval, referendum or similar term.

(2) "Life-safety plan" means the individual plan developed for a
school to improve the life-safety of the school.

(3) "Life-safety standards" means the individual plan developed for a
school to improve the life-safety of the school.

(4) "Light-panel frames" means any glazed openings.

(5) "Special department inspection program" means inspections per-
formed by the department to evaluate existing schools in accordance
with life-safety standards and to establish an individual life-safety plan
for each school.

(6) "Transfer grille" means an opening in a wall or door which permits
air to flow from one space to another.

(7) "Written determination" means a decision by the department af-
ter reviewing plans and specifications or other information.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, ell. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56.53 Schools constructed prior to 1930. Schools constructed prior
to 1930 shall comply with the following requirements:

(1) PRE-1930 SCHOOLS INSPECTED PRIOR TO JANUARY 1, 1989. (a) Codes
and standards. The recommendations specified in the individual life-
safety plan for the pre-1930 schools inspected prior to January 1, 1989,
shall comply with the standards specified in ss. ILHR 56.63 to 56.66.

(b) Compliance dates. 1. Pre-1930 schools inspected prior to January 1,
1959, shall implement on or before August 1, 1990, the recommendations
of the written life-safety plan developed by the department through the
special department inspection program.

2. The August 1, 1990, compliance date may be extended to those
schools where an extension of time for compliance as specified in s. ILHR
56.56 has been granted in writing by the department,
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Note: The department issued an emergency rule on pre-1930 schools on July 3I, 1989, re-
quiring code violations to be corrected by September 1, 1989, and a written implementation
plan on the life-safety plan to be submitted to the department by December 1, 1989. Pre-1930
schools inspected prior to January 1, 1989, were evaluated using the inspection form SBD-
8913.

(2) PRE-1930 SCHOOLS INSPECTED AFTER JANUARY 1, 1989. (a) Codes
and standards. Any pre-1930 school inspected after January 1, 1989, shall
be evaluated in accordance with ss. ILHR 56.63 to 56.66.

(b) Compliance dates. Individual compliance dates to implement the
life-safety plan shall be established by the department for each school.

History: Cr. Register. April, 1990, No. 412, eff. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56.54 Schools constructed between January 1, 1930, and January 1,
1950. Schools constructed between January 1, 1930, and January 1, 1950,
shall comply with the following requirements:

(1) CODES AND STANDARDS. The life-safety standards specified in ss.
ILHR 56.63 to 56.66 shall be used to evaluate schools constructed be-
tween January 1, 1930, and January 1, 1950.

(2) COMPLIANCE DATES. All violations identified through the special
department inspection program shall be corrected by September 1, 1991,
unless an extension of time for compliance as specified in s. ILHR 56.56
has been granted.by the department.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, eff. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56.56 Extension of time for compliance. A school district may re-
quest in writing an extension of time to comply with any code violation
or the life-safety plan. Extensions may be granted in accordance with one
or more of the following:

(1) CONSTRUCTION PROBLEMS. The department may grant a reason-
able extension of time in order to permit a school district to:

(a) Prepare plans for construction and issue bids for construction;

(b) Complete construction that has been delayed due to availability of
materials, weather conditions, or other construction-related problems;

(c) Implement interim approved safety measures to protect the build-
ing occupants during the time of extension; or

(d) Obtain written approval of an alternate life-safety plan.

(2) FUNDING PROBLEMS. (a) A school district may request a one year
extension if the school district is unable to implement the life-safety plan
due to inadequate funding.

(b) Requests for extensions indicating the school district is unable to
correct the code violations or implement the life-safety plan due to inade-
quate funds shall be submitted to the department with:

1. A written statement obtained from the department of public in-
struction stating that the school district is unable to borrow money or to
use the school's operating reserve to implement the required life-safety
standards;
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2. A copy of a written plan submitted to the department of public in-
struction on how the school district will obtain the funds to complete the
life-safety plan; and

3. An alternate life-safety plan identifying the interim measures that
will be provided to protect the building occupants. The alternate life-
safety plan shall be prepared by a registered engineer or architect.

(3) EXTENSION TO BUILD NEW SCHOOL OR MAJOR REMODOLING. A school
district may request an extension of time to comply with the life-safety
plan if a school district has approval to construct a new school or addi-
tions, or to do major remodeling in the existing building.

(a) The following criteria shall be submitted to the department for a
written determination on the request for extension:

1. Written notification and commitment that the funding is in place
and that a new school or addition will be constructed or the existing
school will undergo major remodeling; and

2. An alternate life-safety plan identifying the interim measures that
will be provided to protect the building occupants. The alternate life-
safety plan shall be prepared by a registered engineer or architect.

(b) Plans and specifications for any new construction, addition or ma-
jor remodeling shall be submittted in accordance with s. ILHR 50.12.

(c) The department may grant a 2 year extension to complete the new
construction or remodeling. The department may grant an extension
longer than 2 years where the school district provides documentation
from the architect or engineer and the contractor that the construction
will take longer than 2 years.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, elf. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56.57 Failure to comply. If the department determines that the
rules or any extensions to comply with the rules have not been complied
with, the department will notify the state superintendent of public in-
structon to review the matter under s, 115.33, Stats.

Hillary: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, off. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56.58 Life-safety evaluation procedures, A life-safety evaluation
shall be conducted for each existing school in accordance with the
following:

(1) QUALIFICATIONS OF EVALUATOR. The initial and follow-up inspec-
tion for the life-safety evaluation shall be performed by the department
or a registered architect or engineer. School districts utilizing registered
architects or engineers to perform the life-safety evaluation shall notify
the department in writing.

(2)STANDARDS FOR EVALUATION. All life-safety evaluations shall be
performed using the standards specified in ss. ILHR 56.63 to 56.66.

(3)LIFE-,SAFETY EVALUATION FORM. The life-safety evaluation shall be
conducted using the life-safety evaluation form which is based on ss.
ILHR 56,63 to 56.66.

Note: Life-safety evaluation form (SBD-8259) is available from the Safety and Buildings
Division, P.O. Box 7969, Madison, Wisconsin 53707.
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(a) Procedures. Each school building shall be evaluated to determine
compliance with the requirements specified in ss. ILHR 56.63 to 56.66,
using the life-safety evaluation form as follows;

1. Complies. If the building complies, the evaluator shall check the
"complies" column.

2. Does not comply. If the building does not comply, the evaluator
shall check the "does not comply" column.

3. Comments. The evaluator shall specify how the building may be
brought into compliance, or if other alternatives approved by the depart-
ment have been utilized.

4. Not applicable. If a code section does not apply, write "NA" in each
column.

(b) Filing of life-sczfetyetraluacionform. After completing the inspection
and evaluation, the evaluator shall sign and date the life-safety evalua-
tion form and submit the evaluation form to the department. Where a
building does not comply with a specific item, the department shall issue
written orders on these items and send notification to the school district.

Note: The evaluations for schools constructed between January 1, 1930, and January 1,
1950, were completed on January 1, 1990.

(4) INTERIM NOTIFICATION. On or before August 1, 1990, each school
district having schools requiring compliance with life-safety plans shall
notify the department in writing of what steps have been or will be taken
to implement the life-safety standards.

(5) CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE, Upon determination of compliance,
the department shall certify in writing that the school complies with the
life-safety standards. A copy of the reinspection report certificate shall be
sent to the school district and the department of public instruction.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, off. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56.59 Plan of school. (1) FLOOR PLAN. The school district shall be
responsible for preparing a floor plan of each school. The floor plan shall
include;

(a) The size and use of all rooms;

(b) Location of all exit doors, exit lights, exit passageways and
stairways;

(c) Location of toilet facilities; and

(d) Location of fire alarm horns and pull-stations.

(2) DATES OF CONSTRUCTION. The plan shall show the construction
dates of the building and any additions.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, eff. 5-I-90.

ILHR 56.60 Plans and specifications. Plans and specifications shall be
submitted to the department in accordance with s. ILHR 50.12 for any
new construction, additions, changing location of exits, structural altera-
tions, or major alterations. A completion statement shall be filed in ac-
cordance with s. ILHR 50.10.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, eff. 5-1-90.
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ILHR 56.61 Approval of alternate life-safety plan. (1) TYPES OF ALTER-
NATIVES. (a) Alternatives to smoke enclosures and smoke cut-offs. Where
the building configuration does not permit the installation of physical
barriers to separate the stairway from the classroom and corridor areas,
other alternatives approved by the department may be used. The alter-
natives may consist of providing a combination of the following items
and shall be approved by the department:

1. Additional smoke detectors complying with NFPA 72E;

2. Smoke ventilation systems;

3. E+5re suppression systems complying with s. ILHR 51.23; or other
fire suppression systems not specified in s. ILHR 51.23, when approved
by the local fire department;

4. Standard exits in addition to the required exits to reduce the re-
quired travel distance; or

5. Other alternatives providing an equivalency to the rule.

(b) Other alternatives. Alternatives to any other life-safety standard
may be used, if an equivalency to the life-safety standard is provided and
is approved by the department.

(2) PLAN APPROVAL. (a) Plan submission. Any alternative to a life-
safety requirement shall be submitted to the department as a "Prelimi-
nary Design Consultation-Aging Schools" prior to preparing final plans
and specifications to implement the life-safety plan.

(b) Notification. The department shall make a written determination
on the alternate life-safety plan and return it to the school district.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, eff. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56,62 Re-evaluation, Re-evaluations for all public schools shall
be performed every 5 years. This inspection shall be coordinated with the
department of public instruction's standard audit inspection. The re-
evaluation may be performed by the department or a registered architect
or engineer.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, elf. 5-1-90.

ILHR 56.63 Life-safely standards. Each existing school building as
specified in this subchapter shall be surveyed and evaluated in accord-
ance with the following minimum life-safety standards:

(1) MAXIMUM CAPACITIES. The maximum capacities for classrooms
and spaces shall be determined in accordance with the following:

(a) Maximum capacities for auditoriums or gymnasiums shall comply
with s. ILHR 56.02 for the class of construction requirements.

(b) Classrooms and other instructional spaces shall comply with the
maximum capacities specified in s. ILHR 56.07.

(2) EXITING. The minimum exiting requirements shall be determined
in accordance with the following:

(a) Number of exits. The total number of exits from each floor level and
each building shall be determined on the basis of total aggregate exit
width and distances to exit. Each building and each floor level shall be
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provided with at least 2 exits located as remote from each other as
practical.

(b) Type of exits. At least 2 exits from each floor level shall lead directly
to grade through standard exit doors, stairs, interior enclosed stairs,
smokeproof stairtowers, fire-rated exit corridors, passageways or ramps.
One-half of the remaining exits may be horizontal exits or fire escapes,
Fire escapes shall be limited to buildings not more than 2 stories in height
except that existing fire escapes may remain.

1.Standard exit doors. Standard exit doors shall be a minimum of 3'-0"
in width.

2. Exit stairs. All new constructed stairs shall conform to the require-
ments of s. ILHR 51.16, except that the stairs shall have a uniform rise of
not more than 7h inches, measured from tread to tread, and a uniform
tread of not less than 10 inches, measured from nosing to nosing of tread.
Handrails shall be provided on both sides. An outside weather-treated
wood stairway may be used as a second exit from a building not more
than 2 stories in height.

3. Enclosure of interior stairways. All exit stairways shall be enclosed
in accordance with s. ILHR 56.06 (2) (c) or separated from the classroom
and corridor area with a stairway smoke-enclosure having a one-hour
rating as specified in s. ILHR 56.64.

4. Fire-rated exit corridors. All rated exit corridors required to satisfy
limitations on exit distance shall be of not less than one-hour fire-resis-
tive construction, unless the fire-resistive ratings indicated in Table
51.03-A for required exit corridor enclosures are more restrictive.

5. Exit ramps. The minimum width of exit ramps shall be determined
in accordance with the requirements of s. ILHR 56.07. The minimum
width shall be not less than 3 feet 8 inches. Exit ramps, other than those
required for the physically disabled, shall have a slope not exceeding 1:8.
Ramp slopes exceeding 1:12 shall be provided with handrails. Ramps
shall be provided with a slip-resistant finish.

6. Fire escapes. Fire escapes shall be constructed in accordance with
the requirements of s, ILHR 51.20.

(c) Travel distance. 1. Non-sprinklered. Travel distance to an exterior
exit door, a required fire-resistive rated exit corridor, interior enclosed
stairs, smokeproof stair tower, horizontal exit, or fire escape, from any
point in a building accessible to the public, may not exceed 150 feet.

2. Sprinklered. Where an approved automatic fire sprinkler system is
provided throughout the building, an increase in the travel distance
specified in subd, 1 to 200 feet will be permitted.

(d) Location of exits. 1. Distribution. All exits shall be distributed to
provide the best possible means of egress. The exits shall be located so
that in case any exit is blocked at any point some other exit is accessible
through public passageways at all times.

2. Auditoriums and gymnasiums, Exits serving auditoriums and gym-
nasiums which have a capacity exceeding 600 persons shall comply with
s; ILHR 56.06 (3) (c).
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(e) Classroom exiling. 1. Classrooms with 50 or less persons. At least
one exit is required from a classroom or other instructional spaces with a
capacity of 50 persons or less, and the exit door shall be T-0" wide and
may swing into the classroom.

2. Classrooms with 51-100 persons, At least 2 exits are required from
classrooms or other instructional spaces with a capacity of 51-100 per-
sons, and the exit doors shall be 3'-0" wide and shall swing toward the
means of egress.

3. Classrooms with greater than 100 persons. At least 2 exits shall be
provided from all classrooms or other instructional spaces having a ca-
pacity of more than 100 persons. The exits shall discharge directly to
grade or to a public passageway which permits 2 directions of travel to
the exterior. The exit width shall comply with s. ILHR 56.06 and the
doors shall swing toward the means of egress.

(f) Exit width. The total required exit width shall be provided in ac-
cordance with s. ILHR 56.07.

(g) Storage under stairs. 1. Combustible construction. Stairways con-
structed of combustible materials may not have any type of material or
equipment stored under the stairs.

2. Noncombustible construction. Stairways constructed of noncom-
bustible material having a 2-hour fire-rating may have storage under the
stairways. All openings shall be protected with fire-rated door assemblies
as specified in s. ILHR 51.044. A smoke detector shall be provided in
each storage room under a stairway and the smoke detector shall acti-
vate an alarm audible in a normally occupied area or shall activate the
building fire alarm.

(3) STAIRWAY HANDRAILS AND GUARDRAILS. Stairway handrails and
guardrails shall be provided in accordance with the following:

(a) Handrails. Handrails shall be not less than 30 inches nor more than
34 inches above the nosing of the treads on stairways or above the surface
of ramps, as specified in s. ILHR 51.161.

(b) Guardrails. Guardrails shall be provided on the open side of ele-
vated platforms, landings, walks, balconies and mezzanines which are
more than 24 inches in height. Guardrails shall not be less than 42 inches
in height.

(4) EXIT SIGNS. Exit signs shall be provided in accordance with the
following:

(a) Illuminated exit signs shall identify all required exits, as specified
(	 in s. ILHR 56.06.

(b) Directional exit signs shall be located to direct occupants to the
exits.

(5) CORRIDORS. (a) Corridor width. All public corridors and passage-
ways shall have an unobstructed width of at least 4 feet.

(b) Dead-end corridors, 1. Locked security gates and doors may not be
placed so as to block required exit passageways or create dead-end
corridors.
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2. At least 2 directions of egress shall be provided from every room.
Any room may be permitted one direction of egress provided the door
setback from 2 directions of egress is not greater than the corridor width.
The total number of persons beyond the 2 directions of egress may not
exceed 50.

(6) DIRE DETECTION, PROTECTION AND SUPPRESSION. The manual fire
alarm system, basement fire protection and portable fire extinguishers
shall comply with the following:

(a) Manual fire alarm system. At least one fire alarm pull station shall
be provided at each exit on each floor to activate the building fire alarm
system. The manual fire alarm system shall be audible throughout the
floor level.

(b) Basement protection. All basement corridors shall be protected with
an automatic smoke detection system.

(c) Portable fire extinguishers. Portable fire extinguishers shall be lo-
cated every 75 feet, or there shall be no more than 11,250 square feet per
extinguisher as specified in NF PA 10. The extinguishers shall be charged
or filled.

(7) CONSTRUCTION SEPARATION WALL. (a) Openings used as standard
exits. If the opening in a construction separation wall is a required exit,
the opening shall be provided with exit doors complying with s. ILHR
51.15 and the doors shall have a % -hour fire-rating as specified in s.
ILHR 51.047.

(b) Existing rolling or sliding fire-doors. Existing rolling or sliding fire-
rated doors held open by a fusible link may remain as is, except as sepa-
rate smoke detector shall be placed at these door locations. The smoke
detector shall not be connected with the rolling or sliding fire-rated
doors.

(S) ISOLATION OF HAZARDS. (a) Rating of enclosures. All fuel-fired heat-
ing boilers and furnaces, power boilers, fuel rooms, breeching, storage
vaults for paints, oils and similar hazards, fuel-fired kilns and dryers, and
other similar hazards shall be enclosed with the following:

1. The enclosures located in one story buildings shall be protected with
2-hour fire-rated construction or equivalent.

2. The enclosures located in buildings greater than one story in height
shall be protected with 4-hour fire-rated construction or equivalent.

(b) Protection of openings. All openings in these enclosures shall be pro-
tected with self-closing doors as specified in s. ILHR 51.047.

(9) MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT. The heating and ventilating equipment
shall comply with the following:

(a) Outside combustion air shall be provided as specified in s. ILHR
64.09.

(b) Air handling units servicing more than one floor level shall be pro-
vided with a smoke detection system capable of detecting products of
combustion in the ductwork any a.  means of shutting down the system or
stopping the flow of air upon activation of smoke detectors in the ducts.
The smoke detectors shall comply with the following:
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1. Smoke detectors approved for duct installation shall be installed at
a suitable location in:

a. The main supply duct on the downstream side of the filters to auto-
matically stop the fan; and

b. The return air stream, prior to exhausting from the building or be-
ing diluted by outside air, to automatically exhaust the smoke-laden re-
turn air or to stop the fan. The smoke detector may be omitted in the
return air stream in systems of less than 15,000 cubic feet per minute.

2. Smoke detectors shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 72E.
Activation of smoke detectors shall sound an alarm audible in a normally
occupied area of the building or shall activate the building fire alarm
system.

(10) STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS. A structural analysis will be required if
any visible defects are found in:

(a) Columns;

(b) Beams and framing;

(c) Floor system;

(d) Roof deck and supports;

(e) Exterior walls; or

(f) Foundation walls.

(11) ELECTRICAL. The electrical systems shall be inspected in accord-
ance with the following;

(a) Conductors shall be protected against physical damage;

(b) Working space in front of equipment shall be kept clear;

(c) Proper overcurrent protection shall be provided; and

(d) Flexible cords shall be properly used.
history: Cr, Register, April, 1990, No. 412, elf. 5.1-90; am. (2) (b) 3., Register, March,

1991, No. 423, A 4-1-91.

ILHR 56.64 Stairway smoke-enclosure. (1) WHERE REQUIRED. (a)
Where stairway smoke-enclosures are required, they shall be installed to
separate all open stairways from all other areas of the building in order to
limit the spread of smoke and fumes into the stairways. Stairways lead-
ing to open balconies or mazzanines may remain open.

(b) Where it is impossible to construct a one-hour fire-rated stairway
smoke-enclosure to separate the open stairway, the department will
consider:

1. Stairway smoke cut-offs as specified in s, ILHR 56.65; or

2. Horizontal separations as specified in s. ILHR 56.66.

(2) CONSTRUCTION. (a) Smoke-enclosure wall. The wall of the stairway
smoke-enclosure shall extend vertically from the finished floor to the un-
derside of a floor/ceiling deck or ceiling/roof deck and extend horizontally
from wall-to-wall,

Register, March, 1991, No. 423



246	 WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
ILHR 56	 Schools, places of instruction

(b) Rating of smoke-enclosure wall. The stairway smoke-enclosure wall
which is located in a building classified as type 1, 2 or 3 construction in
accordance with s. ILHR 51.03 (1) to (3) shall be constructed of at least
one-hour noncombustible elements. The stairway smoke-enclosure wall
which is located in a building classified as type 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 in accordance
with s. ILHR 61.03 (4) to (8) shall be constructed of material having at
least a one-hour fire-resistive rating.

(c) New and replacement door assemblies in a smoke-enclosure wall. 1.
New and replacement door assemblies in a stairway smoke-enclosure
wall shall have a a/ -hour fire-rating and be self-closing. The frame, hard-
ware, hinges, lock sets and closers shall be listed for use with fire-rated
doors by U.L., Factory Mutual or other approved testing laboratories.

2. A fire-rated door shall be self-closing and shall remain closed at all
times, unless the door is equipped with an automatic self-closing device
activated by products of combustion other than heat, or a self-closing
device activated by the building fire alarm system.

(d) Esisting doors and frames located in openin s in smoke-enclosure
walls. Any framed opening in an existing wall of a stairway shall be
equipped with at least a a/ -hour rated door and the hardware specified in
par. (c). Existing doors, frames and light-panel frames located in the ex-
isting stairway enclosure walls may remain as is, provided:

1. The door is solid wood core;

2. The door is equipped with self-closing and latching devices;

3. Any transfer grille located in the door is eliminated and the opening
is filled with solid wood that is at least as thick as the door;

4. Any glazing in the door is wired glass;

5. Any glazed transom above the door is wired glass; and

6. The existing frame is metal or solid wood at least a/ -inch thick.

(e) Platform. The stairway smoke-enclosure shall be constructed to
provide a platform between the smoke-enclosure and the stairs. The
platform shall be at least as wide as the stairway, measured at a right
angle to the direction of travel. Every platform shall have a length of at
least 3 feet, measured in the direction of travel. The swing of the exit
doors may not block the required exit passageway.

(f) Penetrations. Any opening around a duct, pipe, conduit or wiring
penetrating through a stairway smoke-enclosure wall shall be filled sol-
idly with draft stopping material in accordance with s. ILHR 53.63 (1).

(3) SMOKE DETECTION. (a) Where a stairway smoke-enclosure does not
provide direct exiting to grade, the passageway connecting the stairway
smoke-enclosure to the exterior exit shall be protected with smoke detec-
tors. The detectors shall be located in accordance with NPPA 72E.

(b) The smoke detectors shall activate alarms audible in a normally
occupied area of the building or shall activate the building fire alarm
system.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, eff, 5-1-90.
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ILHR 56.65 Slairway suiolce cut-offs. (1) WHERE REQUIRPI). Where
stairway smoke cut-offs are required, they shall be constructed at all
open stairways at the basement level and all other floor levels other than
the first or ground floor.

(2) CONSTRUCTION. The construction of the stairway smoke cut-off
(	 shall comply with s. ILHR 56.64 (2).

(3) .SMOKE DETECTION. (a) Where stairway smoke cut-offs are pro-
vided, at least one smoke detector shall be placed at the head of the open
stairway at the uppermost floor level, Additional smoke detectors shall
be placed throughout the open corridor leading to the stairway. The
smoke detectors shall be located in accordance with NFPA 72E.

(b) The smoke detectors shall activate alarms audible in a normally
occupied area of the building or shall activate the building fire alarm
system.

History : Cr. Register, April, 1990. No. 412, e0'. 5-1-90.

II,HR 56.66 Horizontal separations. (1) WHERE REQUIRED. Horizontal
separations may be used to subdivide a floor into at least 2 smoke com-
partments, provided the building is classified as type 6 metal frame un-
protected construction in accordance with s. ILHR 51.03 (6) or better
construction with noncombustible floors and stairways. Horizontal sepa-
rations may be used as horizontal "its.

(2) CONSTRUCTION. Horizontal separations shall have at least a one-
hour fire-resistive rating. Openings in the horizontal separations shall be
protected with door or window assemblies having a 3/ -hour fire-resistive
rating.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1990, No. 412, ell. 5-1-90.
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