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_Chapter N 2

LICENSURE BYVEXAMINATION

Authority and intent N 2,05 Licensure examination -
Definitions N 2.06 Temporary permits

* Qualifications for examination N 2,07 Examining councils
Application procedure for R.N. , :
and L.P.N. applicants

Note: Chapter N 4 as it existed on July 31, 1981 was repealed and a new chapter N 4 was
created effective August 1, 1981, Chapter N 4 as it existed on March 31, 1984 was repealed
and a new chapter N 2 was created effective April 1, 1984,
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N 2.01 Authority and intent. (1) This chapter is adopted pursuant to
authority of ss. 15.08, 227.11 and 441,01 (3), Stats.

(2) The intent of the board of nursing in adopting rules in this chapter
is to specify the requirements and procedures for obtaining a license by
examination as a registered nurse or a licensed practical nurse, to outline
the board’s policies and procedures on exam administration, to set forth
qualifications and procedures for obtaining a temporary permit, and to
provide rules governing the board’s examining councils,

History: Cr, Register, March, 1984, No. 339, eff. 4-1-84; am, (2), Register, May, 1990, No,

413, eff. 5-1-90; correction 1n(1)made under s. 13.93 (zm) {h) 7, Stats Reglster May, 1990
No. 413, ff. 8-1-90, )

N 2,02 Definilions, As used in this chapter'
(1) “Board” means board of nursing.

(2) “Board-approved school” means an institution which hasa schoo]
college, program or department of nursing which meets standards of the
board or holds accredltatlon by a board-recognized nursing accredltatlon
agency., . . :

(3) “Bureau” means the burean of heaith service professwns thhm
the department of regulation and lmensmg

(4) “Direct supervision’ means immediate avallablllty to contmually
coordinate, direct and inspect at first hand the practice of another.

(5) “L.P,N.” means licensed practical nurse.

(6) “R.N."” means registered nurse.

Note: The bureau is located at Roorn 174, 1400 East Washington Avenue, Madlson. Wis-
consm 53702-0001.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1984, No, 339 eff. 4-1-84; renum. (1), (2}, (4) to {6) tobe (2),
(1), (5, (ﬁ) and (4) and am. {2), (4)and (5) ant. (3), Register, May, 1390, No, 413 e[f 6-1 90.

N 2.03 Qualifications for examination. (1) REGISTERED NURSE APPLI-
CANTS. An appl:cant is eligible for the examination for registered nurses if
the applicant:

{a) Does not have anarrest or convmtlon record, subject toss. 111.321,
111.322 and 111.335, Stats.;

(b) Has graduated from high school or its equivalent; and,

(e} Has graduated from a board-approved school of professmnal
nursing.
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{(d) An applicant who has graduated from a board-approved school of
professional nursing outside of the United States or a U.S, territory shall
be required to take and satisiactorily complete a hoard-approved quali-
fying examination prior to admission to the NCLEX.

Note; Information on the qualifying examination administered by the commission on grad-
uates of foreign nursing schools (CGFNS) is available at the bureau office.

{2} LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE APPLICANTS. An applicant is eligible
for the examination for practical nurses if the applicant:

(a} Does not have an arrest or conviction record subject toss. 111,321,
111.322 and 111.335, Stats.;

{b) Has completed 2 years of high school or its equivalent;

g:) Has graduated from a board-approved school of practieal nursing;
an

- {d) Has successfully demonstrated English competency to the board if
English was not the primary spoken and written Iahguage of instruction
and communication in the school of practical nursing from which the
applicant was graduated, . .

Note: A list of methods by which English competency may be demonstrated is available at
the bureau office.

I.[isioi'y: Cr. Register, March, 1984, No. 339, ff, 4-1-84; am. (1) (b) to (d) and (2} (b} and
(¢), Register, May, 1980, No. 413, eff, 6-1-90,

N 2.04 Application procedure for R.N. and L.P.N, applicants. (1) Each
applicant shall file with the bureau a completed, notarized application on
forms provided by the bureau, no later than 28 days prior te the exami-
nation date, The application shall include: '

{a) Signature of the applicant;

{b) Recent photograph for identification, signed by both the applicant
and the educational administrator of the nursing program or the admin-
istrator’s designee. A graduate of a school of nursing outside the United

States shall have the photograph notarized as a true likeness of the grad-.

uate if he or she is unable to obtain the signature of the educational ad-
ministrator of the nursing program, :

(e} Fee specified under s. 440.05 (1), Stats.

{2) Nursing schools outside of the United States shall forward, directly
to the bureay, official transeripts of nursing education for applicants who
were graduated from the school, The bureau may accept certified creden-
tials directly from the commission on graduates of foreign nursing
schools attesting to receipt of the original transeript or doeumentation of
the applicant’s nursing education directly from the school of nursing.

(8) Certification of graduation from a board-approved school shall be
completed by the educational administrator of the nursing education
program or other person designated by the educational administrator.
The eertification of graduation shall be filed with the bureau no later
than 28 days prior to the examination, unless an extension for filing the
certification is approved by the board in advance of the 28-day deadline.
An applicant who is unable to submit educational eertification from a
foreign country shall request that the board make a determination of
educational qualifications.
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{4) All statements and documents written in a foreign language shall
be accompanied by notarized translations. The cost of the translatton
" ghall be paid by the applicant,

(5) Any change of name or credentials received in a name other than
that on the original application shall be reported to the hureau in a
change of name form provided by the board. :

(6) An applieant who has graduated from a school of professmnal nurs-
ing outside the United States shall submit a valid certificate issued by the
comimission on graduates of foreign nursing schools (CGFNS).

(7) An appllcant who has a pending criminal charge or has been ¢on-
victed of any crime or ordinance violation shall provide the board ail
related information necessary for the board to determine whether the
circumstances of the arrest or convietion or other offense substant:ally
relate to the circumstances of the licensed activity.

{8) An applicant who is unable to submit the educational credentials
required by this section may submit an explanation of his or her inability
o submit required credentials together with other evidence of education.
The board shall determine whether the applicant’s explanation and other
evidence are sufficient.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1984, No, 339, eff, 4-1-84; am. (3), (5) and (6), cr. (8), Regis-
ter, May, 1990, No. 413, eff, 6-1-90; am. (2), Register, June, 1993, No. 450, eff, 7-1-93,

N 2.05 Licensure examination': (1) DeFINITION. In this section,
“NCLEX” means national council licensure examination,

(2) ADMINISTRATION {a) The exammatlon administered by the board
is the NCLEX,

(b) NCLEX shall be administered twice yearly for both R.N. and
L.P.N. applicants.

{c) At least 10 days prior to the examination, the board shall mail to
eligible applicants an admission card. That card shall be presented at the
door of the examination room with a photograph which is an exact dupli-
cate of that filed with the application for licensure, The applicant shall
sign the duplieate photograph. The board may invalidate the examina-
tion score of an applicant whose identity cannot be verified by the board
for failure to comply with the admission identification requirement.

(d)' Specific instructions shall be provided at the beginning of the
examination.

(e) An applicant who violates examination security or national exami-
nation administration rules may be denied licensure by the board. Viola-
tions include, but are not limited to, answering questions after time allot-
ted for the examination has expired, or bringing notes or exam aids for
use during the exam.

(3) NURSING BEHAVIORS TESTED. {a) Nursing behaviors tested are the
basie principles of the practice of professional nursing or the practice of
practical nursing.

(b) The test plan identifying nursing behaviors on which the NCLEX
is based shall be furnished to schools or individuals on request.
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' (4) PASSING SCORES. (a) Registered nurse licensure. The passing score
on the NCLEX for registered nurse licensure is set by the board in ad-
vance of the examination. An applicant obtaining a passing score on the
NCLEX may be el:glble for llcensure as a registered nurse,

(b) Licensed practical nurse lwensure The. passing score on the
NCLEX for practical nurse licensure is set by the board in advance of
the examination. An applicant obtaining a passing score on the NCLEX
may be ellglble for licensure as a licensed practlcal nurse. - :

6)] SCORING. (a) The board shall send wrltten notlﬁcat:on of results to
appllcants

(b) An unsuccess[ul applicant may request to have his or her examina-
tion rescored by hand to verily the aceuracy of scoring, The rescoring
request must be received by the bureau wnthm 30 days of the postmark
on the mailing of the score,

{e) The cost of rescoring shall be paid by the applicant. . :

{ 6) FAILthE AND RE-EXAMINATION. (a} An applicant who fails fo earn
a passing seore on the examination for licensure may be re-exammed but
not sooner than the next scheduled test date.

(b} The applicant shall request the re-examination at least 28 days
prior to the examination date by filing with the bureau a written request
and re-exammatlon fee specified in 5. RL 4 04. .

History: Cr. Register, March, 1984, No. 339, eff. 4-1-84; am. {4) (b), Rfegtster, May, 1990,
No. 413, eff. 6- 1-90

N 2.0 Tempnrary permlts (1) ELIGIBILITY. An applicant for the next
scheduled examination required for R.N. lcensure or L.P.N, licensure
who has graduated from a board-approved school of professional or prac-
tieal nursing, and who has paid the fee specified in s. 440.05 (6), Stats,,
may be ellgible for a temporary permlt {o practice.

{2) SUPERVISION REQU[RED The holder of a temporary perl’nlt shall
not practice beyond the seope of the license the holder is seeking to ob-
i%lll\ll The lmlder is required to practlce under the direct supervision of an

(3) TITLE (a) Regtstered nurse applicants. Only an applicant for R.N.
licensure who holds a valid permlt under this section or s. N 3.05 (4) (a)
may use the title “graduate nurse’ or the letters “G.N.”

(b} Licensed practical nurse applicants. Only an applicant for L.P.N.
licensure who holds a valid permit under this section or s.. N 3.05 (4) (b)
may use the title “graduate practical nurse” or the letters “G.P.N.”

4) DURA’PION (a) The duration of temporary permits granted by the
board is for a period of 6 months or until the holder receives examination
results, whichever isshorter, ‘The permit of a candidate who is unsuccess-
ful on the examination is void upon receipt of the examination results by
the holder and shall be returned by the holder to the board 1mmed1ately
Failure to return the permit promptly shall, without further notice or
process, result in & board order to revoke the permit.

(b) A temporary permit may be renewed once for a period of 3 months.
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