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Note: Chapter NR 23 as it existed on March 31, 1986 was repealed and a
new chapter NR 23 was created effective April 1, 1986.

NR 23.01 Purpose, The provisions of this chapter regu-
late fishing in Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters.

History: Cr, Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff. 4-1-86.

NR 23.015 License waiver. On the first Saturday and
consecutive Sunday in June each year, no fishing license
is required to fish the Wisconsin-Michigan boundary wa-
ters,

History: Cr. Register, April, 1987, No. 376, eff. 5-1-87; am. Kegistor,

April, 1989, No. 400, eff. 5-1-89; am. Register, May, 1995, No. 473, eff, 8-1-
95.

NR 23.02 Definitions. The following definitions apply to
terms used in this chapter:

{1) “Bag limit” or “deily bag limit” means the maxzimum
number of & fish species which may be reduced to a per-
son’s possession in one day,

(2) “Dip net” means a piece of netting suspended from a
frame designed to be raised and lowered vertically when
fishing,

(3) “Fisher” means any person engaged in fishing,

(4) “Length of fish” means the distance measured in a
straight line from the tip of the snout of the fish to the end
of its tail with the tail or caudal fin fully extended.

(5) “Minnow” has the meaning given it in s. 29.01 (5),
Stats.

(6) “Open season” means that period of the year estab-
lished in 8. NR 23.04 when a specific species of fish is
allowed to be taken.

(7) “Possession limit” means the maximum number of a
fish species which may be possessed by a person at any
time.

(8) “Rough fish” has the meaning given it in s. 29,01 (5),
Stats.,, and also includes amur carp (Ctenopharyngodon
idelia).

{8m) “Safe harvest” means a level of harvest that incor-
porates an appropriate margin of safety, estimates of the
population and acceptable exploitation rates which will
reasonably prevent harvest of more than 86% of the popu-
lation of adult walleyes or 27Y% of the population of adult
muskellunge. The margin of safety assures that the true
safe harvest is not exceeded in more than 1 of 40 cases.
For waters where a population estimate has not been
made, & regression model based upon population esti-
mates from other waters will be used. The margin of
safety used depends upon the age of the population esti-
mate and whether a regression model was used.

(8n) “Seeretary” means secretary of the department of
natural resources.

(9) “Sport fishing” means fishing, when authorized, with
hook and line, spearing and the use of a dip net.

(10) “Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters” means the
following waters that form the interstate boundary water
between the states of Wisconsin and Michigan:
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NR 23.02
Name Location (
(8) BAsIN LAKE .ot iiviiacrm e ianans T4EN, R43W, Bee. 84 ..o, Gogebie co. — Mich.
T44N, RTE, Bec. 30 i oivvuiiiiireararaiiarstarsnsrinrinns .. Vilas co. — Wis.
() BIGLAKE .. viiuvnvuvaniaiasnianiisians T44N, REIW, Sacs, 16 & 17 ... ciiiiiiiiriniiiairinrinannns . .(ogebic co. —Mich.
T43N, RAE, Becs. 18, 14, 28 & 24 .. vv et ininrianinraneanennnnrnecnes Vilas co. — Wis,
(c) Bia Bap WATERLARE ...ooovuuvviuan, Dickinson co. —Mich.
Florence co. — Wisconsin
(d) Bio BATEAU LAKE . iuuinvriviusninans T44N, RA0W, Secs. 26 & 27 .. vuvviiniiiiiiianrassnincransnissrnnnes Gogebic co, — Mich,
T43N, RI0E, See. S0 ... cieriieiiriiiiiiasrsisarsssanrassorsnsnnans Vilas co. — Wis,
() BRIEERIVER. .. .. coeeni i nncinna Tron co. — Michigan
Florence & Forest cos. — Wisconsin
(D CraMPTON LAKE ..... ..ot TN, R4IW, Sec. 18 Lo i it it Gogebic co. — Mich.,
T43N, RBE, Secs, 16, 14 & 16 Vilas co, — Wis,
() CRYSTAL LAKE ....0vvnvrvnnrnnrrrsnan TA3N, RBOW, Beos, B & 4 L. oo i e Gogebie co, — Mich.
T43N, B10 & 11E, Secs. 36 & 31.vuennranrecianinraanoniannnsacannns Vilas co. — Wis,
(h) Cyrus LAKE v1ovviirerrcisrnsrnnsnnns TA6N, RAZW, 80, 35 tvvvinrrarsnarrvranroeeancararecncacisvaenanas Qogebic co. —Mich,
TN, RTE, Bec. 32 ..t inr i cnriarrreratonsnsanesnnsnronranaean Vitas co. — Wis.
() LACVIEUKX DESERT vvvviienrarrornnras AN, BB & 30 .ot iaiaiae i iantatstrasaarracaninacas Gogebie co. —Mich.
: T49N, R11E, Secs. 4, 10, 11, 12 & 16....vvvvvvrninns ... Vilas co. — Wis.
() Lrrrie Presque IsLe LAKE ........... T4AN, RE2ZW, B0, B . .oviiinriniiieriaiartnararirinrisnsnsrronsanes Gogebie co. -— Mich. .
T43N, RTE, 800, 3 . iuveiurisnieracacenrinsaroninroronsarinennsns Vilas co. — Wis,
(E) MarIE LAKE «ouviiniiiiaianiinnianans TE4N, RA1W, Sec. 23 1. iiiiiiiiiriiaiariariria i inrinrrrtnoneines Gogebic co, — Mich.
T43N, BOE, Seca. 17, 10 & 21 ..oviuvieiirnninnsnsanasnssarnnnanines Vilas co, — Wis,
(1} Menominee River
{including all impoundments down-
stream to the confluence with Green
Bay) Menominee, Dickingon & Iron cos. —Michigan
Florence & Marinette cos. — Wisconsin
(M) MILL LAKE . . oovncieranrnsncrnennnnes T44N, RAOW, Bec, 36 ..vnrenrirnneiiaranianica i ivaens PPN Gogebic co. —Mich.
T43N, RI0E, 560, 33 . ivvivrinvrirrsniannasesnisrarraneassnnccnnnen Vilas co. —Wis.
(n} MontrEAL RIvER
{Including the East Fork up to the
mouth
of Layman Creek} (oegebic co. —Mich,
Iron co. —Wis.
{0) NORWOOD LAKE ..0vavvivsiniurciniins T43N, R38W, Becs. 28 & 24 .. .iuiiiiiiniiianianincsnanncanssanannes Gogebic co. —Mich,
TA2N, RI2E, Bee. 20 ..o ittt ciiicsavtiasiiisasnsianssiananssna Vilas co. — Wis,
(Y PRUMTLARE & 1eeemiinneanaaniennnns T44N, R42W, Secs. 13, 12 & 13 . — Mich.
T43N, REE, 8e¢. 9 o\vneeneanninannnss Wis.
(@) ROACH LARE . ... viviiiaiaiiiica, T44N, R42W, Secs. 3,4,9 & 10 . — Mich.
AN, RBE, 800, T vvvrianravreonoearroscreansiactainnnssioisssas Wis.
(r) BMOKY LAKE ..\ eviieivvrnrrnnnnrinans T43N, R3TW, SBecs, 21,28, 29, 32 & 33 ..o oot Gogebic co, —Mich.
T42ZN, RI2E, Becs. 35 & 86,00 uvurunrrrnrraracrreiornarossnrcacnrnns Vilas co. — Wis,
(8) STATE LINE LAKE...vvvrivinrrnancarnn TA5N, R4IW, Secs. 20 & 32 . vrvrararranrrracrorsanaancantoraarnees Gogebic co. —Mich,
T44N, RBE, 80C. 26 .. v vivuviirrraninerrvroninorerorsansrransesenns Vilas co. — Wis.
(t) TENDERFOOT LAKE v iicvveninirsainres TN, RA2W, Sees. 10 & 11 .o ovirinine i iasianntianianincrnsnsaces Gogebic co. —Mich.
T43N, RSE, Seca. T &8 ..vvvrrnns Vilas co. — Wis.
1) WESTBAY LAKE . ..ovuvvinviciiananns T44N, R41W, Secs. 15, 16 & 22 Gogebie co, — Mich.
T43N, RE & 9E, Secs. 18 & 18, .. uiuiiiramcarcrnrnsnsnrnsrrincnnsnes Vilas co, — Wis.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff. 4-1-86; emerg. or. (8m),
eff. 5-5-89; cr. {Bm} and {8n), Register, November, 1989, No, 407, eff, 12-1-
89,

NR 23.03 General restriction, Except as specifically al-
lowed by this chapter, fishing in and possession of fishing
equipment on the Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters is
prohibited.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, fT. 4-1-86.

NR 23.04 Reciprocity. Residents of Wisconsin and Michi-
gan holding a resident fishing license from their respec-
tive states, or residents of other states holding a non-
resident fishing license issued by Wisconsin or Michigan,
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may, in conformity with this chapter, fish by heck and
line; spear and use dip nets to take minnows and rough
fish in the Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters.

Historys Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff. 4-1-86.
NR 23.05 Hook and line fishing. (1} No person may use

more than 3 hooks, baits or lures. The line or lines shall be
attended at all times.

(2) Unless immediately released, fish taken shall be in-
cluded as part of the daily bag limit.

(3) No person may take fish by snagging or foul hooking
unless authorized by 5. NR 20.04 (3) (d) 2.f.
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(4} No person may fish for fish of any variety during the
closed season for trout in the Brule river upstream from
the railroad bridge in section 29; township 42 north, range
34 west, Iron county, Michigan and section 25, township
41 north, range 15 east, Florence county, Wisconsin and
in the Montreal river above the Saxon Falls ﬂowage.
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(5) The seasons, size limits and bag and possession lim-
its for hook and line fishing in the Wisconsin-Michigan
boundary waters for the species listed in this subsection,
except as provided in s. NR 23,06 are as follows,

Open season Possession
Kind of fish and locality (both dates and daily Minimum
inclusive) bag limit length (in,)
(a) DBLUEGILLS, CRAPFIES, PERCH, WHITE AND YELLOW No closed 25 in {otal No size limit
BASS AND SUNFISH in all boundary waters season
(b)  All other species not listed in this subsection in No closed No limit No size limit
all boundary waters seagon
(¢) Laxe sturceoN in all boundary watera First Saturday in September 1 per season B0

) to November 1
(d) LARGEMOUTH BASS AND SMALL-
MOUTH BASS
1. All boundary waters except as otherwise pro-

vided in this paragraph vember 30

First Saturday in May to No-

0, beginning the first Satur- —
day in May to the Friday

nearest, June 20

& in total for Saturday follow- 12

ing the Friday nearest Juns
20 to November 30.
2. Smokey Lake Firat Saturday in May to No- 0, beginning the first Satur. -—
vember 30 day in May to the Friday
nearest June 20
b in total beginning the Satur- 18
day following the Friday near-
est June 20 to November 30.
(e} MuskeELLUNGE May 15 to November 30 1 40
(f) NORTHERN PIKE First Saturday in May to 5 No size limif
March 1
{g) TROUT AND SALMON
1. All boundary waters except as otherwise pro- Last Saturday in April to Sep- § q
vided in this paragraph tember 30
2. Montreal and Menominee rivers - from their No closed season 5 10
maouths upstream to the first dam and Smoky
lake . :
8. Brule river upstream from U.S. hwy. 2 Last Saturday in April to Sep- 6 in total brook trout 8
tamber 30 brown trout 12
(h) WAALLEYE AND SAUcER
1. In Iakes First Saturday in May to 5 in total 16
March 1
2, In rivers & impoundments March 2 to the Friday before 1 in total 15
the First Saturday in May
First Saturday in May to 6 in total 15
March 1
i} Rurre in all boundary waters Mo open season — —
)  CarrFsu No closed season 10 No size limit

History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff. 4-1-86; am. (5} {d},
Register, November, 1988, No. 395, eff. 12-1-88; am. (6) (h), cr. () (i),
Register, December, 1989, No. 408, eff. 1-1-90; am. (5} (g), Register, Janu-
ary, 1991, No. 421, eff. 2-1-91; am. {1} (c), Register, March, 1992, No. 435,
eff. 4-1.92; am, (6) (intre.), (a) and (b), r. and recr. (6} (d), (e), (f) and (h), cr.
(6) {3), Register, November, 1993, No, 455, eff. 1-1.94,

NR 23.055 Modifications in dally bag limit and minimum
slze limit in response to tribal harvest. (1) AbsustMenT. In
order to prevent a total harvest of more than 36% of the
adult walleye population or 27% of the adult muskellunge
population, the secretary may lower the daily bag limit on
walleye and increase the minimum size limit for muskel-
Iunge in specific waters in response to the harvest goals of
the Chippewa bands for their spear, net or trap fisheries.
The adjusted daily bag and size limits shall be in effect

until March 1 of the year following the tribal harvest. The
safe harvest levels on individual waters shall be deter-
mined by the department,

(a) Walleyes. The daily bag limit will be reduced when
the department is notified by the Chippewa bands of their
harvest goals on individual waters. The extent of the re-
duction depends upon the percent of the safe harvest they
intend to take and the age of the population estimate used
to determine the safe harvest or if a regression model was
used to determine the safe harvest. The daily bag limits to
be used with the different percentages and for various
basis of determining the safe harvest are as follows:
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NR 23.0556
Reduced daily bag limits for walleye angling
% of safe harvest io be speared, trapped or netted
Daily bag current pop. est. made pop. est. made 3 yrs. ago or
limit pop. est. 1-2 yrs, ago more or regression model
4 1-7 1-14 1-20
3 8-18 15-39 21-54
2 19-36 40-76 55-84
1 37-68 T7-94 85-94
0 89 or more 85 or more 95 or more

(b) Muskellunge. The minimum size limit will be in-
creased when the department is notified by the Chippewa
bands that their harvest geal on an individual water is
60% or more of the safe harvest, The minimum size limits
to be used with different percentages of the safe harvest
ave as follows:

Increased minimum size limits for
muskellunge angling
% of safe harvest to be speared,
trapped or nefted by tribes Minimum size limit

60-94 45 inches
95 or more 56 inches

(2) REanjusTMENT. If the Chippewa bands inform the
department that they have completed harvesting and
their goal has not been reached, the secretary may raise
the daily bag limit or reduce the minirmum size limit to the
limit specified as appropriate using the percent of the safe
harvest level expected to be harvested as indicated in sub.
(1). If a new population estimate is made, the safe harvest
level shall be changed accordingly and the daily bag limit
or minimum size limit shall be adjusted according to the
percentage of the new safe harvest level that is expected
to be harvested as indicated in sub. (1). The readjusted
daily bag and size limits shall be in effect until March 1 of
the year following the tribal harvest.

(3) Bac anD possessioN T.IMITS. (a) Reduced daily bag
limits caleulated pursuant to this section are individual
lake limits and may be combined, but no person may ex-
ceed a total daily bag limit of 5 walleyes.

{b) While fishing no person may possess fish on any
water in excess of the bag limit or under the size limit for
that water.

{4) Norice. Adjustments and readjustments of bag lim-
its and minimum size limits under subs. (1) and (2) shall
become effective upon publication of the adjustment or
readjustment in the official newspaper in the area af
fected,

History: Emerg. cr. eff. 5-5-89; cr. Register, November, 1989, No. 407,
eff. 12-1-89,

NR 23.06 Dip nets, (1) Dip nets may be used for taking
suckers, redhorse, earp, smelt and lawyers or burbot from
April 1 to May 14, in the Menominee river except in that
portion from the upstream side of the Hattie Street Bridge
in Marinette-Menominee upstream to the next dam and
within 200 feet below dams on the river.

(2) Dip nets used for taking, catching, and killing rough
fish and smelt may not exceed 9 feet square or 9 feet in
diameter with a bag not more than 4 feet deep when lifted.

Register, February, 1996, No. 482

(3) No person may use or operate any dip net in any
manner other than by raising and lowering it vertically
when fishing.

History: Cr, Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff. 4-1.86; renum. from NR
23,07, Register, November, 1993, No. 465, off. 1-1-94,

NR 23,07 Minnows, No person may sell, trade or barter
minnows taken from Wisconsin-Michigan boundary wa-
ters. No person may take fish other than smelt with nets
or traps in the Montreal river downstream from the Supe-
rior Falls dam.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, off. 4-1-86; emerg. am. off.
4-256-89; am. Register, December, 1989, No, 408, eff. 1-1-90; renum, from NR
23.68 and am, Register, November, 1993, No. 465, eff. 1-1-84; am., Register,
November, 1995, No. 479, eff. 4-1-96.

NR 23.08 Motor trolling. Fishing from a motor-driven
boat when the motor is running or from any boat in tow of
a motor-driven boat when the motor is running is author-
ized on all Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters except
Vilas county waters.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff. 4-1-86; renum. from NE
23.09, Register, Novamber, 1923, No. 455, off. 1-1-94.

NR 23.09 Ice fishing. Buildings, vehicles, tents, fish
shanties or similar enclosures may be used on the ice for
fishing in the Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters.

(1) The door of any enclosure or shelter shall be un-
locked and readily opened from the outside at all times
while the enclosure or shelter is occupied.

(2) All sheliers shall be removed from the ice on or
before March 15, or prior to that time if ordered by the
department when it determines the ice has become unsafe
for travel.

(3) All buildings, tents, fish shanties and similar enclo-
sures or shelters maintained, oceupied, or used for fishing
on the ice of any Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters
shall have the name and address of the person owning or
using it printed in the English language on the outside of
it 80 the name is readily visible at all times.

- History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff. 4-1-86; renum. from NR
23.10, Register, November, 1993, No. 456, eff. 1-1-94.

NR 23.10 Fishing near dams. No person may fish by any
means other than with hook and line within 200 feet be-
low any dam.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No, 363, off. 4.1-86; renum, from NR
23.11, Register, November, 1983, No, 455, off, 1-1-94.

NR 23.11 Conflicting rules. Where regulations of Michi-
gan and Wisconsin differ, fishers shall comply with the
regulations of the state in whose territorial waters they
are fishing,

History: Cr. Registor, March, 1986, No. 383, eff. 4-1-86; renum. from NR
23.12, Register, November, 1993, No. 465, eff, 1-1-94.
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