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NR 23.02

Chapter NR 23
WISCONSIN-MICHIGAN BOUNDARY WATERS

NR 23.01 Purpose.

NR 23,015  License waiver

NR 23.02 Definitions.

NR 23.03 General restriction.

NR 23.04 Reciprocity.

NR 23.05 Hook and line fishing.

NR23.055  Modifications in daily bag limit and minimum size limit in response

to tribal harvest.
NR 2306 Dip nets.
NR 23.07 Minnows. -
NR 23.08 Motor trofling.
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NR 23,10 Fishing near dams.
NR 23.11 Conflicting rules.

Note: Chapter NR 23 as it existed on March 31, 1986 was repealed and a new
chapter NR 23 was created effective April 1, 1986,

NR 23.01 Purpose‘. The provisions of this chapter regu-
late fishing in Wisconsin—Michigan boundary waters.
_ History: Cr. Regfster, March, 1986, No. 363, eff, 4-1-86.

NR 23.015 License waiver. On the first Saturday and
consecutive Sunday in June each year, no fishing license is
required to fish the Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters.

History: Cr. Register, April, 1987, No. 376, eff. 5~1-87; am. Register, April, 1989,
No. 400, eff. 5-1-8%; am. Registes, May, 1995, No, 473, eff, 6-1-95.

NR 23.02 Definitions. The following definitions apply to
terms used in this chapter: _

(1) “Bag limit” or “daily bag limit” means the maximum
number of a fish species which may bereducedtoa person 's pos-
session in one day.

(2) “Dip net” means a piece of ncttmg suspended from a
frame designed to be raised and lowered vertically when fishing,

(3) “Fisher” means any person engaged in fishing,

{4) “Length of fish” means the distance measured in a straight
Tine from the tip of the snout of the fish to the end of its tall with
the tail or caudal fin fully extended.

(4m) “Menominee river” means the Menominee river, all
impoundments downstream to its confluence with Green Bay,
and that portion of Green Bay bounded by the mouth of the Meno-
minee river on the west, the “government pier” or breakwall onthe
south, the “lghthouse pler” or breakwall on the north, and a line
connecting the eastern—most points of those breakwalls on the
east,

(5) “Minnow" has the meaning given it in s. 29.001 (54),
Stats.

{6} “Open season” means that period of the year established
in 5. NR 23.04 when a specific species of fish is allowed to be
taken,

(7) “Possession Hmit” means the maximum number of a fish
species which may be possessed by a person at any time.

(8) “Rough fish” has the meaning given it in 5. 29.001 (74),
Stats., and also includes amur carp {Ctenopharyngodon idella).

{8m) “Safe harvest” means a level of harvest that incorpo-
rates an appropriate margin of safety, estimates of the population
and acceptable exploitation rates which will reasonably prevent
harvest of more than 35% of the population of aduit walleyes or
27% of the population of adult muskellunge. The margin of safety
assures that the true safe harvest is not exceeded in more than 1 of
40 cases. For waters where a population estimate has not been
made, a regression model based upon population estimates from
other waters will be used. The margin of safety used depends upon
the age of the pcpuIatlon estimate and whether aregression model
was used.

(8n) “Secretary” means secretary of the department of natural
resourees,

(9) “Sport fishing” means fishing, when authorized, with
hook and line, spearing and the use of a dip net.

{10) “Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters” means the fol-
lowing waters that form the interstate boundary water between the
states of Wisconsin and Michigan:

Register, June, 1999, No, 522



NR 23.02

WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

264

Name Location
(R BASINLAKE . o\ tvvuanrinaanrinansneinnens Td5N, RA3W, Sec. 4 Gogebic co. —Mich.
TA4N, RTE, 8. 30 oot v ivvarrnnnrianveriones Vilas co, — Wis.
IBIGLARE ...\ttt viairvnnnenianarananes T44N, RUIW, Secs, 16 & 17 ..., ... oiainns Gogebie co. - Mich.
TA3N, RBE, Secs. 13,14,23&24 ... ........... Vilas co. — Wis.
) BIGBADWATER LAKE . ....c.viviieniinnnns Pickenson co. — Mich.
Florence co. — Wisconsin
(6) BIGBATEAULAKE . .viuviiusiuunnnneiniaiss T44N, RAOW, Secs. 26 & 27 .o ovivivin i inannn Gogebic co, —Mich.
T43N, RI0E, Sec. 30 .. ... e e Vilas Co. — Wis.
(¢) BRULERIVER ... U ST Iron co. — Michigan
Florence & Forest cos. — YWisconsin
(1) CRAMPTONLAKE +tvevesnaeinnninirnnnsn TH4N, RAIW, Sec. 18 ...... RS Gogebic co. — Mich.
’ T43N, RBE, Secs, 10, 14 & 15 . ..ooevvvnnnnnss. Vilas co. — Wis.
(g CRYSTALLAKE ... .. it aann TA3N, RIOW, Sees. 3 &4 ...l Gogebic co. — Mich.
' T43N, R10 & I1E, Secs. 36 & 31 Vilas co. — Wis,
) CYRUSLAKE ..0iviveininvirninnrnsens eoon TASN,B43W, Sec.35 ... Gogebic co. — Mich.
' TA4N, R7E, Sec, 32 Vilas co. —Wis.
{i) LACVEEUXDESERT . .....,..... e eeaeieaas T43N, R3Band 39W .. ... . iiiiiiiia Gogebic co, — Mich.
T42N, R11E, Secs. 4, 10, 11, 12 & 15 Vilas co, — Wis.
() LUTLE PRESQUE ISEE EAKE . o' ivvnracarinnns TAAN, REZW, 860, 6 .. ovvinninnrrnnnnsnnnsnn Gogebic co. — Mich.
C : ’ T43N, R7E, Sec. 3 Vilas co. — Wis.
(&) MAMEBLAKE ........c.cu.... IO CTAENLRAIW, Seci23 oo Gogebic co. - Mich.
T43N, ROE, Sees. 17,10 & 21 ...oiiivviininnan Yilas co. — Wis,
[{}] MENOMINEE RIVER « 11t vvesvnesneernsnns Menomineg, Dickinson & Iron cos— Michigan
. Florence & Marinetic cos. ~ Wisconsin
{m) MULLAKE .......... TRy TA4N, RAOW, 8,36 ©vvvarvnerenannnanens ~Gogebic co, — Mich,
T43N,RI0E, Sec. 33, ...vviiiiininnines Liee.  —Vilas co, — Wis,
() MONTREALRIVER . .uvuuviiuinanuvnunasssn Gogebic co, — hich.
(Including the Bast Fork up to the mouth Iron co. —~ Wis.
of Layman Creek)

(o) NORWOOD LAKE . ..o S
(PY PLUMLAKE ...0vurvrnirinrsvnnnnsrenenns
(q) ROACHLAXE

(r} SMOKY LAKR

(5) STATELINBLAKE . ..o v viiaivinranssvsanssss
{t} TENDERFOCT LAKE

(1) WESTBAYLAKE ... 0uciriniinnriiarennas

T43N, R38W, Secs. 23 &34« ovorereninainns

T42N,RI2E, 8ec.20 ... viviiniiiniinn

T44N, RATW, Secs, 11, 12 & 13 ..., cvvenn.s
TAIN, RBE, 80,9 1overeinesirereneniniannns
T44N, R42W, Secs. 3,4,9 & 10
T4IN, R8E, Sec. T i iiiiiini i iransaiians

T43N, RITW, Secs, 21,28,29,324&33 ... .....
T42N,RI2E, Sees. 35 & 36 ........oiiviininn,

T45N, RA3W, 8ees. 29 & 32 ...ovvivnnie,
T44N, ROE, 822,26 ...ovvvvviiirirniannrrnnes

TAAN, R42W, Sees. 10& 11 .......oiiiiaials,
T43N,R8E, Secs. T&B ... ooiiiiiiiiiiia

T44N, R41, Sees. 15,16 & 22 ..o oivviiinvnian
TA3N, RE & 9K, Sees, 13 & 18 ....voiiniiiitt

Gogebic co, - Mich,
Vilas co, — Wis,

Gogebic co. - Mich.
Vilas co. —Wis.

Gogebic co, —~Mich,
Vilas co. — Wis,

Gogebic co. - Mich.
Vilas co. ~ Wis.

Gogebic co, — Mich,
Vilas co, - Wis.

Gogebic co. — Mich.
Vilas co. - Wis.

Gogebic co, - Mich.
Vilas co. — Wis.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff, 4-1-86; emerg. cr. (8m), off.
5-5-89; cr. (8m) and (8n}, Register, Novernber, 1989, No. 407, eff. 12~1-89; correc-
tionin (5} and (8) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, Fanuary, 1999, No.
5575 er. (dm), anm, (10) (1), Reglster, June, 1999, No, 522, eff, 7-1-99,

NR 23.03 General resiriction. Except as specifically
altowed by this chapter, fishing in and possession of fishing equip-
ment on the Wisconsin—-Michigan boundary waters is prohibited,

Histery: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No, 363, eff. 4-1-86.
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NR23.04 Reciprocity. Residents of Wisconsin and Mich-
igan holding a resident fishing license from their respective states,
or residents of other states holding a non-resident fishing license

issued by Wisconsin or Michigan, may, in conformity with this

waters.

chapter, fish by hook and line; spear and use dip nets to take min-
nows and rough fish in the Wisconsin-Michigan boundary

History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff, 4-1-86,
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NR23.05 Hookandlinefishing. (1) Nopersonmayuse
more than 3 hooks, baits or lures, The line or lines shall be
attended at all times.

(2) Any fish taken and retained in possession that is not
released freely into the waler immediately after capture shall be
considered part of the-angler’s daily bag limit.

(3) No person may take fish by snagging or foul hooking
unless authorized by s. NR 20.06.

{4) No person may fish for fish of any variety during the

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOQURCES

NR 23.055

closed season for trout in the Brule river upstream from the rail-
road bridge in section 29, township 42 north, range 34 west, Iron
county, Michigan and section 25, township 41 north, range 15
east, Florence county, Wisconsin and in the Montreal river above
the Saxon Falls flowage.

(5) The seasons, size limits and bag and possession limits for
hook and line fishing in the Wisconsin-Michigan boundary

waters for the species listed in this subsection, except as provided
in 5. NR 23.06 are as follows.

Kind of fish and locality Opcen season (both dates inclusive)

Possession and daily bayg limit Minimum length {n.}

(a) BLUEGILLS, CRAPPIES, PERCH, WHITE
AND YELLOW BASS AND SUNFISH in
all boundary waters

No closed scason

(b) All other specics not listed in this No closed seasen

subsectien in all boundary waters

First Saturday in Septernber 1o Novem-

(c) LAKE STURGEOX in all boundary
o ber 1

waters

(d} LARGEMOUTH BASS AND SMALL
MOUTH BASS

1. All boundary waters First Saturday in May to November 30

(&) MUSKELLUNGE May 15 1o November 30

(f} NORTHERN PIKE First Saturday in May.to March 1
(g) TROUT AND SALMON
1. Ali boundary waters except as
otherwise provided in this para—
graph

Last Satarday in April to September 30

2. Montreal and Menomines rivers
from their mouths upstream to
the first dam and Smokey Lake

No closed season

3. Brule river upstream from U.5.  Last Saturday in April to September 30

hwy. 2
(h) WALLEYE AND SAUGER
1. Inlakes First Saturday in May to March 1

2. Iniivers & impoundments March 2 to the Friday before the first

Saturday in May

First Saturday in May to March i

{i) Rurre in all boundary vwaters No open season
{j) CaTFisH No closed season
Histo

ry: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, off. 4-1-86; am. (5} {d), Regis-
ter,Novernber, 1988, No. 395, eff, 12-1-48; am, (5) (h), cr. (5) (), Register, Decem-
ber, 1989, No. 408, off. 1-1-90; am. (5) {g), Registes, January, 1991, No. 421, eff.
2-1-91;am, (1) {c), Register, March, 1992, No. 435, eff. 4-1-92; am_ () {intro.), {a}
and (b}, r. and reer. (5) {d), (), (fand (h}, cr. {5) (§), Register, November, 1993, Ne.
455, eff. 1-1-94; am. (2), Register, May, 1996, No. 485, eff. 6-1-96; am. (5) (d) L.,
1. (5) (4) 2., Register, Jannary, 1999, No, 517, eff, 4-1-99; correction in (3) made
under 5. 13,93 (2m) (b} 7., Stats., Reglster, June, 1999, No, 522,

NR 23.055 Modifications in daily bag limit and mini-
mum size limit in response to tribal harvest. (1) Abjust-
MENT. In order to prevent a total harvest of more than 35% of the
aduolt walleye population or 27% of the adult muskellunge popula-
tion, the secretary may lower the daily bag limit on walleye and
increase the minimum size limit for muskellunge in specific

25 in total No size limit
No limit - No size limit
1 per season 50

O, beginning the first Saturday in May -~
to the Friday preceding the third Satur-
day in June

5 in total for the third Saturday inJure 14
to November 30

5 in total beginning the Saturday fol- 16
lowing the Friday nearest June 20 to

November 30

1 40

5 No size limit

5 7

5 10

5 intotal brook trout 8
brown trout 12

5 in total ’ ‘ 15

1intotal 15

5 in total _ s

10 No size limit

waters in response to the harvest goals of the Chippewa bands for
their spear, net or trap fisheries. The adjusted daily bag and size
limits shall be in effect until March 1 of the year following the
tribal harvest. The safe harvest levels on individual waters shall
be determined by the department.

(a) Walleyes. The daily bag limit will be reduced when the
department is notified by the Chippewa bands of their harvest
goals on individual waters. The extent of the reduction depends
upon the percent of the safe harvest they intend to take and the age
of the population estimate used to determine the safe harvest or if
a regression model was used to determine the safe harvest. The
daily bag limits to be used with the different percentages and for
various basis of determining the safe harvest are as follows:

Register, June, 1999, No. 522
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Reduced daily bag limits for walleye angling

Daily bag limit current pop. est,

4 1-7

3 8-18

2 19-36

1 3?—68

1] 69 or more

% of safe harvest to be speared, trapped or netted
pop. est. made 1-2 yrs. ago bop. est, made 3 yrs. ago or more or
regression medel

1-14 1-20

15-39 21-54
40-76 55-84
7794 85-94

95 or more 95 or more

) Muskellunge. The minimum size limit will be increased-
when the department is notified by the Chippewa bands that their-
harvest goal on an individual water is 60% or more of the safe-
harvest. The minimum size limits to be used with different
percentages of the safe harvest are as follows:

Increased ninimum size limits for muskellunge angling

% of safe harvest to be speared,
trapped or neited by tribes

60-94

Minimum size [imit
45 inches
55 inches

{2) ReapjusmMent. If the Chippewa bands inform the depart-
ment that they have completed harvesting and their goal has not
been reached, the secretary may raise the daily bag limit or reduce
the minimum size limit to the limit specified as appropriate nsing
the percent of the safe harvest level expected to be harvested as
indicated in sub. {1). If a new population estimate is made, the safe
harvest level shall be changed accordingly and the daily bag lmit
or minimum size limit shall be adjusted according to the percent-
age of the new safe harvest level that is expected to be harvested
as Indicated in sub, (1). The readjusted daily bag and size limits
shall be in effect until March 1 of the year following the tribal har-
vest,

(3) BAG AND POSSESSION LIMITS. (2) Reduced daily bag limits
calculated pursuant to this section are individual lake limits and
may be combined, but no person may exceed a total daily bag limit
of 5 walleyes.

(b) While fishing no person may possess fish on any water in
excess of the bag limit or under the size limit for that water.

(4) Nomice. Adjustments and readjustments of bag Hmits and
minimum size limits under subs, (1) and (2) shall become effec-
tive upon publication of the adjustiment or readjustment in the offi-
cial newspaper in the area affected.

95 or more

History: Emerg. cr. eff. 5-5-89; c1. Register, November, 1989, No. 407, eff. ©

12-1-8%,

NR 23.06 Dip nets. (1) Dip nets may be used for taking
suckers, redhorse, carp, smelt and lawyers or burbot from April 1
to May 14, in the Menominee river except in that portion from the
upstream side of the Hattie Street Bridge in Marinette-Menomi-
nee upstream to the next dam and within 200 feet below dams on
the river,

(2) Dip nets used for taking, catching, and killing rongh fish
and smelt may not exceed 9 feet square or 9 feet in diameter with
a bag not more than 4 feet deep when lifted.

Register, June, 1999, No. 522

{3) No person may use or operate any dip net in any manner
other than by raising and lowering it vertically when fishing.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, cff. 4~ 1-86; renum. from NR 23,07,
Register, Moveinber, 1993, No. 455,eff, 1-1-94,

NR 23.07 Minnows. No person may sell, trade or barter
minnows taken from Wisconsin—Michigan boundary waters. No
person may take fish other than smelt with nets or traps in the
Montreal river downstream from the Superior Falls dam. -

History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff. 4-1-86; emerg. am. eff.
4-25-89; am. Register, December, 1989, No. 408, eff. 1-1-90; renum. from NR.
23.08 and am. Register, November, 1993, No. 455, eff. [-1-94; am., Regis-
ter,November, 1993, No. 479, eff, 4-1-96.

NR 23.08 Motor trolling. Fishing from a motor—driven
boat when the motor is running or from any boat in tow of a motor—
driven boat when the motor is ranning is authorized on atll Wiscon-
sin—-Michigan boundary waters except Vilas county waters.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff. 4-1-86; renum. from NR
23.09,Register, November, 1993, No. 455, off. 1-1-94,

NR23.09 Icefishing. Buildings, vehicles, tents, fish shan-
ties or similar enclosures may be used on the ice for fishing in the-
Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters.

(1) The door of any enclosure or shelter shall be unlocked and
readily opened from the outside at all times while the enclosure or
shelter is occupied.

{2) All shelters shall be removed from the ice on or before
March 15, or prior to that time if ordered by the department when
it determines the ice has become unsafe for travel.

{3) Allbuildings, tents, fish shanties and similar enclosures or
shelters maintained, occupied, or used for fishing on the ice of any
Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters shall have the name and
address of the person owning or using it printed in the English lan-
guage on the outside of it so the name is readily visible at all times.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff, 4-1-86; renum. from NR
23.10,Register, November, 1993, No. 455, eff. 1-1-94,

NR23.10 Fishingneardams. No personmay fish by any
means other than with hook and line within 200 feet below any
dam.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff. 4-1-86; renum. from NR
23,11,Register, November, 1993, No. 455 eff, 1-1-94,

NR23.11 Conflicting rules. Whereregulations of Michi-
gan and Wisconsin differ, fishers shall comply with the regula-
tions of the state in whose territorial waters they are fishing.

History: Cr, Register, March, 1986, No. 363, eff, 4-1-86; renum. from NR
23.12,Register, November, 1993, No. 455, cff. 1-1-94,
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