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Chapter WCD 20 

FISHING; INLAND WATERS; OUTLYING WATERS 
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(Sections 29.085 '~nd 29.17 4, JWis. Stats.) 

wen 20.01 Closed seasons. There $hall be and are provided and 
establlshed the foll.owing; open and closed sea.sons, bug lhnits, s-ize 
limits, poss ssion limits and othe~· .regulations for lhe several varieties 
and species of fish, crayfish, and frogs in the waters within lhe state 
of Wisconsin. A closed season is established for each variety f fish, 
crayfish and frogs named in this chapter extending during all the 
time of the yea1' except the open season period embrac d wlthin the 
specified dates, bolli inclusive, and except as otherwise expressly pro­
vided no person shal l take, catch or kill fish of any variety in excess 
of the daily bag limit and no person shall take, catch or kill fish, or 
fish for ftgh_ by any means othe1· than hook and line, nor at any time 
other than the open season therefor, nor have in his possession or 
under his control any fish, crayfish, or frogs in excess of the posses­
sion U.mit, 01· below the minimum si:te therefor du1·in.g the open season. 

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, December, 1957, No. 24, etr. 1-1-58. 

WCD 20.02 Waters classified; hook and lin.e fisltiug i:n outlying 
waters. (1) For the purpose of regulating 11ook and line fishing in 
outlying waters, the closed seasons, size limits, bag and possession 
limits shall be the same as those _prescribed for the inland wate~·s of the 
county in which such outlying waters are located, exce1 t a,s othei·­
wise sp ·ifi ally provided .ill the following table : 

Daily bag Minimum 
Species Area Open season limit length (in.) 

(a) w ALLEYE AND SAutTEm Green Bay At all times 5 No size limit 
(Bag limit means total 
of nil) 

Lake Superior At all times 6 No size limit 

(b) NORTHERN PIKE on 
PICKEREL __ ____ __ ____ Lake Michigan At all times 5 No size limit 

and Green Bay 
Lake Superior At all times 5 No size limit 
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Species Area Open season 
Daily bag I Minimum 

limit length (in.) 

(c) PERCH ________ ___ -- - In all outlying At all times No ll"f{ limits or size limit; 
waters, including ox~µ •lurlog tl1edMod sen-
bounded bays son fur <)m1n,1nrlnl ft~btng 
and reserve in Lho wuters of iiOUt..b&.n 
waters Green Bay and in the wa-

ters of Lake Michigan and 
northern Green Bay when 
there shall be a daily bag 
limit of 50 per day ancl such 
fish taken during the closed 
season shall not he •old 
traded or bartered in anY 
mnnnar. 

(d) LAKE TROUT ___ ______ Lake Michigan Saturday nearest No bag limi t 17 
and Green Bay December 11 to 

September 30 

Lake Superior Saturday nearest 
November 6 to 

No bag limit 17 

September 30 

I (e) LARGEMOUTH BASS ____ In all outlying Saturday nearest 5 No size limit 
waters June 7 to 

February 15 

(f) SMALLMOUTH BAGS ____ In all outlying Saturday nearest 5 No size limit 
waters June 7 to 

February 15 

(g) T!lOUT (any vurlety ex-
cept splake and lnl< 
trout) ______ -- - - ____ - Lake Superior Saturday naurost 10 of which 6 
(Bag limit means total May 1 to only 5 may 
of all) September 7 be rainbow 

trout 

Se1>1 mbo1· 8 to, 5 13 
but not includ-
ing, the Saturd ay 
nearest May 1 

(h) Herring of any size with no bag limit may be taken by hook 
and line at all times in the outlying waters. 

1) AU species of fish of lawful size may be taken from the outly­
ing wat rs including Chequamegon bay by trolling from a motor~ 
driven or sailboat during the ope11 season therefor. It shall be un­
lawful to spear any species or vm·iety of .fish -in the outlying and re­
serv waters al any time, except that carp may b speared fJ.·om 
sunrise to sunset in all outlying waters and may be taken w:ith the 
use of spear guns by the method commonly lmown as skin divin g by 
divers under the watei· in Lake Michigan. Lake trout and nol'thel'll 
}Jike may be spea-i·ed through the ice in Lake Superior. 

Hl810ry• 1-2-56 ; am. (1) (a) Register, Dec <:l.m be r. 1 966, .No. 12, olt. 
1- 1-67; nm. (1) nnd (1) ( a.), Register, December, 1957, No. 24-, e rr. 
1-1-58· um. ( !) ( 11.) and (d): re num. (1), ( ) . (f) n ncl {Kl to ll!l 
( l ) (tl (g ) n.n d (ll : er . Cl ) (e ), Register , October, 1958, No. 34, ·err. 
1-1-59: r . nncl recr . Rogla ler·, Decemb r , 195a, No. -18, erf. 1- 1-G O: am. (1) 
(g) a.nd (j), Regl1;1L r, Dec mber, i960i o. 60, eff. 1- 1- Gl : r . and r e r., 
Register, December, 1001, No. 72, err .. 1- - 63. 

WCD 20.03 Season tables ; open and closed seasons, size and bag 
limits and measurements. (1) The open seasons spe ified in the io l~ 
lowi11g table apply to fisliing in op011 watel'S and. fishin g thTough the 
ice, except that the conservation directo:r shall close the season fo1· 
fishlng through the ice in any inland waters when he fin ls after scien­
t ific inves·ltlgation m1d study that continued fishing through the ice 
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