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Retention of legal counsel by the legislature

Current law allows representatives to the assembly and senators, as well as
legislative employees, to receive legal representation from DOJ in most legal
proceedings. However, current law also provides all of the following:

1. With respect to the assembly, that the speaker of the assembly may
authorize a representative to the assembly or assembly employee who requires legal
representation to obtain outside legal counsel if the acts or allegations underlying
the action are arguably within the scope of the representative’s or employee’s
legislative duties, and the speaker may obtain outside legal counsel in any action in
which the assembly is a party or in which the interests of the assembly are affected,
as determined by the speaker.

2. With respect to the senate, that the senate majority leader may authorize a
senator or senate employee who requires legal representation to obtain outside legal
counsel if the acts or allegations underlying the action are arguably within the
scope of the senator’s or employee’s legislative duties, and the majority leader may
obtain outside legal counsel in any action in which the senate is a party or in which
the interests of the senate are affected, as determined by the majority leader.

3. That the cochairpersons of the Joint Committee on Legislative
Organization may authorize a legislative service agency employee who requires
legal representation to obtain outside legal counsel if the acts or allegations
underlying the action are arguably within the scope of the employee’s legislative
duties, and the cochairpersons may obtain outside legal counsel in any action in
which the legislature is a party or in which the interests of the legislature are
affected, as determined by the cochairpersons.

This bill eliminates these provisions. Under the bill, representatives to the
assembly and senators, as well as legislative employees, may continue to receive
legal representation from DOJ in most legal proceedings.



2025 - 2026 Legislature -2- LRB-1753/P1
MPG:klm
BILL

Advice and consent of the senate

Under current law, any individual nominated by the governor or another state
officer or agency subject to the advice and consent of the senate, whose
confirmation for the office or position is rejected by the senate, may not do any of the
following during the legislative session biennium in which his or her nomination is
rejected:

1. Hold the office or position for which he or she was rejected.

2. Be nominated again for that office or position.

3. Perform any duties of that office or position.

The bill eliminates those restrictions.

Capitol security

Under current law, DOA is required to submit any proposed changes to
security at the capitol, including the posting of a firearm restriction, to the Joint
Committee on Legislative Organization for approval under passive review. The bill
eliminates that requirement.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 13.124 of the statutes is repealed.
SECTION 2. 13.127 of the statutes is repealed.
SECTION 3. 16.84 (2m) of the statutes is repealed.

(END)



