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CERTIFICATE
STATE OF WISCONSIN )
) SS
HIGHER EDUCATIONAL AIDS BOARD )

I, Valorie T. Olson, Executive Secretary of the Higher Educational Aids Board and custodian
of the official records, do hereby certify that the annexed rules relating to the Academic
Excellence Scholarship program were duly approved and adopted by this Board on

January 8, 1998.

I further certify that this copy has been compared by me with the original on file in this Board
and that this copy is a true copy of the original, and of the whole of the original.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this 8" day of January, 1998.

B P
Valorie T. Olson, Executive Secretary
Higher Educational Aids Board
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ORDER OF THE
WISCONSIN HIGHER EDUCATIONAL AIDS BOARD
REPEALING AND RECREATING RULES

To repeal and recreate HEA 9, relating to the academic excellence higher education scholarships.

Analysis Prepared by the Higher Educational Aids Board

The 1989-91 Wisconsin Act 31 created s39.41, Stats., which provides for scholarships to high
school seniors with the highest cumulative grade point average in their class. The Wisconsin
higher educational aids board administers this scholarship program under s39.41 and under
HEA 9. This rulemaking order describes the requirements made of students, high schools,
school districts, and the higher educational aids board in the selection of scholarship recipients
and in the disbursement of the scholarships.

The higher educational aids board’s authority to create these rules is found in section 39.41 (8),
Stats., as created by 1989 a.39, and section 227.11 (2), Stats. These rules interpret 5.39.41, Stats.

SECTION 1. Chapter HEA 9 is repealed and recreated to read:
HIGHER EDUCATIONAL AIDS
Chapter HEA 9

WISCONSIN ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIP

HEA 9.01 Purpose HEA 9.05 High School Responsibilities
HEA 9.02 Definitions HEA 9.06 Continuing Scholar Eligibility
HEA 9.03 Scholar Qualifications HEA 9.07 Institutional Responsibilities

HEA 9.04 Naming the Scholar

Py

HEA 9.01 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to define the various aspects of the Wisconsin
academic excellence scholarship program authorized by s. 39.41, Stats., as to the naming of the scholar
and the responsibilities of the high school, and continuing student eligibility and the responsibilities of the

educational institution.

HEA 9.02 Definitions. In this chapter:
(1) "GPA" means the cumulative grade point average, as it is normally determined by each high

school.
(2) "High school" means a Wisconsin school with grades 9-12 which is recognized by the Wisconsin

department of public instruction.

(3) "Institution" means a public or private non-profit institution of higher education in Wisconsin
which is accredited by a national or state accrediting agency, and which has signed a participation
agreement with the higher educational aids board in accordance with 5.39.41 (5) (a), Stats.

(4) "Scholar" means a student determined to be eligible to receive a monetary award under the academic

excellence scholarship program.
(5) "Scholarship” means the Wisconsin academic excellence scholarship authorized by 5.39.41, Stats.




HEA 9.03 Scholar Qualifications. A scholar who is otherwise eligible to receive a monetary award

under the scholarship program shall receive an award only if all of the following apply:

(1) The scholar is a resident of the United States who is either a citizen or an alien lawfully admitted for
permanent residence by the federal immigration and naturalization service.

(2) The scholar is a Wisconsin resident according to the residency standards of 5.36.27, Stats.

HEA 9.04 Naming the Scholar.
(1) The number of scholarships available to each high school shall be based on the enrollment in that

school as of the 3rd Friday in September in the academic year in which the scholar is selected. No
adjustment shall be made to the number of scholarships available even if the enrollment increases or
decreases during the academic year.

(2) Students under Chapter 220, Stats., and students participating in the full-time open enrollment
program shall compete for the scholarship at the high school they actually attend.

(3) The scholar shall be selected based on the scholar's GPA as it is normally determined by each high
school and as shown on the official transcript as of the last day of the last semester that ended just prior to
the February 15 deadline.

(4) For purposes of selecting the scholars and alternate scholars, the scholar's and alternate's GPA shall
include the same number of places past the decimal that the high school normally uses on the official high

school transcript.
(5) No scholarships shall be re-allocated after the February 15 deadline. The school's nominees and

alternates are final.
(6) High schools which operate on a tri-mester system shall have 30 days beyond the last day of the 2nd

trimester to submit the name of the scholar.

HEA 9.05 High School Responsibilities.

(1) Each school board of the school district, or the governing body of a private high school, shall
determine, and have in writing, a policy establishing how long a student must have attended that high
school to compete for the scholarship, how the student acquires senior status, and when the student is
eligible to compete for the scholarship.

(2) Each school board of the school district, or the governing body of a private high school, shall
determine, and have in writing, a policy defining the grading system used in that high school, including
whether it is weighted or unweighted, which subjects are included in the GPA on the official high school
transcript, how pass-fail grades are incorporated into the GPA, how grades from study abroad or from
alternative or home schools are incorporated into the GPA, and how to incorporate grades earned in
another country by students with permanent resident status.

(3) The faculty of each high school shall determine, and have in writing, a policy that describes the tie
breaking procedures and criteria used to determine the scholars and alternates and to put them in rank
order.

(4) High schools with fewer than 80 students shall submit to the higher educational aids board the name
of the senior with the highest GPA in all subjects by February 15 of each school year. The GPA shall be
based on a 4.000 grade point scale with the grade of “A” equaling 4.000. Grades shall be unweighted for
this GPA and shall be expressed on a 4.000 scale. The high schools shall also submit:

(a) A copy of the student’s high school transcript.

(b) The student’s highest score and percentile ranking earned on the American college test,

scholastic aptitude test, or other test required by the Wisconsin institution in which the student

intends to enroll.

(©) A letter from the student indicating the reasons that the student feels qualified for the

scholarship and an intent to attend, by September 30 of the year in which the student graduates

from high school, a participating university of Wisconsin institution, a participating private

institution of higher education in Wisconsin, or a participating institution in the Wisconsin

technical college system.

(d) The secretary shall designate the 10 students with the highest GPAs in high schools with fewer

than 80 students, as the recipients of the scholarship. In the event of a tie, the secretary shall rank
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students based on the scores from the American college test, the scholastic aptitude test, or other
comparable tests. If a tie remains, the secretary shall rank students based on the content and

quality of the students’ letters.

HEA 9.06 Continuing scholar eligibility.
(1) To receive an academic scholarship for a second year, the scholar shall have accumulated at least 24

semester credits, or their quarterly equivalent as determined by the higher educational aids board, and
have achieved a 3.000 GPA based on a 4.000 system.

(2) To receive an academic scholarship for a third year, the scholar shall have accumulated at least 48
semester credits, or their quarterly equivalent as determined by the higher educational aids board, and
have achieved a 3.000 GPA based on a 4.000 system.

(3) To receive an academic scholarship for a fourth year, the scholar shall have accumulated at least 72
semester credits, or their quarterly equivalent as determined by the higher educational aids board, and
have achieved a 3.000 GPA based on a 4.000 system.

(4) The higher educational aids board shall pay to the institution, on behalf of the scholar, the award
only for the first or second semester, or first, second, or third quarter of attendance. Awards shall not be
made for summer term or other special terms of attendance, nor shall awards be made before the first
term of the academic year following the scholar’s senior year in which he or she was selected as a
recipient.

(5) The scholar shall be enrolled in consecutive regular semester or quarter academic terms to maintain
continuing eligibility. Exceptions to consecutive term enrollment, such as for medical reasons or study
abroad, shall be considered by the secretary on a case by case basis.

(6) Scholars shall be able to regain eligibility through consecutive term enrollment which could bring
their credits earned up to the minimum required or their grade point average to the cumulative minimum

of 3.000 or both.
(7) Eligibility for a scholarship ceases when the scholar receives a bachelor's degree.

HEA 9.07 Institutional responsibilities.

(1) The institution shall match the scholarship award provided by the higher educational aids board
from its own funds each academic term for each scholar enrolled.

(2) The scholarship shall not replace other need based state grant assistance in the package of financial
aid offered to the scholar by the institution.

(3) Funds advanced by the higher educational aids board for scholars who do not enroll shall be
promptly returned to the higher educational aids board as soon as it becomes evident to the institution
that the scholars will not enroll. The institutions shall also return funds to the higher educational aids
board in cases where the scholar withdraws from the institution prior to the end of the institutionally
determined refund period. In these instances the institution shall determine the amount to be returned to
the higher educational aids board based upon the institution's refund policy.

(4) The institution shall provide the higher educational aids board with the cumulative grade point
average and cumulative academic credits earned by each scholar enrolled for all or part of the academic
year no later than the July 1st following the end of the academic year. Until this information is certified
to the higher educational aids board, the board shall not make any additional payments to the institution

on behalf of the scholar.

The rules contained in this order shall take effect on the first day of the month following publication in
the Wisconsin administrative register as provided in 5.227.22(2), Stats., and shall be used for scholarships
awarded in the academic year in which the rules take effect. Sections 9.02 through 9.05 shall apply to
students named as scholarship recipients in that academic year and in subsequent years. Sections 9.06 and
9.07 shall apply to all existing and future scholars.

Dated: //{ /7% By: m 7 o’
/7 Valorie Olson, Secretary
Wisconsin Higher Educational Aids Board




HEAB Mailing Address:
Post Office Box 7885
Madison, WI 53707-7885

Tommy G. Thompson
Governor

Valorie T. Olson

Executive Secretary FAX No. 267-2808

State of Wlsconsm
Higher Educational Aids Board

131 West Wilson Street, Madison, Wisconsin

January 8, 1998

Gary Poulson, Revisor of Statutes
131 W Wilson St., Suite 800
Madison WI 53703

Dear Mr. Poulson:

Enclosed is the final version of Clearinghouse Rule 97-111. The full process of public hearing
and consideration by committees of both houses of the Legislature has been completed. I am
requesting that the rules be published in the Wisconsin Administrative Code.

These rules are also being submitted to the Secretary of State as required by s. 227.20, Stats.

If you have any questions about these rules, you may contact Alice Winters at 267-2213 or at
awinters@mail.state. wi.us.

Sincerely,

Vit Toon

Valorie T. Olson

Executive Secretary

Enclosure
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