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Pr~clamation of a State of Emergency
 
Re1at1ng to Grass and Forest Fire Hazards
 

WHEREAS, the current drought has created extremely dry conditions 
and has resul.ted in the destruction of vegetation in the fi eldsalld 
wood lands of V1 rtually every county of the State of Wi sconsin; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Weather Bureau expects the current dry
pattern to continue; and 

. NHEREAS, an estimated 5,200 forest fi res have al ready burned over 
approxlmately 11,200 acres of land in 1988; and 

WHEREAS, on June 17, 1988 the Department of Natura I Resources 
ordered emer~ency fire regulations ~rohibitjng campfires and open burnjng 
under authonty of s. NR 30.05, Vl1S. Adm. Code, on lands designated as 
forest fire protection areas in 43 counties of the state; and 

WHEREAS, on June 24, 1988 the Department of Natura 1 Resources 
orde:ed emergency fi r a r,egulations prohi bi ti ng smo!(i ng, campfi res, open 
burnt ng and fl reworks under authori ty of s , NR 30.06, Wi s . Adm. Code on 
an lands under the supervision, management and control of the 
Department; and 

WHEREAS. the regulations established by the Department of Natural 
Resources do not extend to nor provi de protection for property and 
pe r sons located outside of areas subject to the regulations; and 

WHE~E/lS, due the extraordinari ly dry conditions. natural 
resources, lncluding timber and crops, which are important to the economy 
of the sta\t:e, as well as other property and persons are subject to the 
increased ,threat of fi res and wi11 continue to be subjected to such 
threa t;an~; 

WHE'R'EAS, campftres , smoking and the use of firework.s are causes of 
forest f ires in the state which often result in extensive damage or 
i.njury; and 

WH~~~~AS. in 1988. the use of fi. reworks has already burned more 
acreage than has burned in the three previous calendar years combined; and 

WHEREAS, the threat to natura.l resources by the presence of fire 
hazards' caused by the dry conditions and the use of campfires, smoking 
materials, fireworks, caps, toy snakes, sparklers, smoke bombs , or 
cylindrical or cone fountains which emit sparks and smoke recui r es that 
limitations or prohibitions be placed on such use; and 

WHE'REAS, forest fires in 1988 have resulted in numerous injuries 
and at leas t one fatality and the current fire hazard conditions pose a 
continuing threat to public health, safety and welfare. 

NON THEREFORE, I, TOMMY G. THOMPSON, Governor of the St.ate .of 
Wisconsin, by virtue of the authority vested ill me br the. Const i tut i on 
and Laws of Wisconsin, and Section l66.03(l)(b)l., ~i1S. Sta~s., hereby 
declare the present fi re hazard conditions to b,e a. natura~ dl sas ter and 
hereby proclaim the entire State of Hiscons1,n, to be i n ,a state of 
emergency for 30 days, unless extended by JOlnt rcs ol ut i on of the 
Legi. s I ature . 
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WHEREOF.IN 

or drop matches, ashes or other 
"~ij]l!'JUs;tHllle:,n;ltll,.,outdoors in the immediate .." vegetation. Vlc1nity 

Ii reworks. as defi ned in s. 167,10 

nt:~lu.n,ta,j;ns' sparkl e,rs. smoke bombs or cyi i 
" that emlt sparks d'

authori zed by allan .smoke except
;>;RJ~,~J"e; ",ad€!qpa\tE!fi~i'r~ . . oca um t ofpreventlon measures have been 

PURSUANT TO said state of emer e b .
vested in me by the Consti t t· a ncy, y vi r tus of the 
166.03(1)(b)1., Nis. Stats I Uh lon

b 
an d Laws of Wisconsin, and

" ere y or er that no person may: 

1) Set, buil~ or maintain any open fire. except: 

a) ~s dPerlmitted by the uepartmen t of Natura 1 
an ocated In forest p at t i ' control' r ec. l,on ar eas and under 

local U~i:aon:gement or suparv t ston or by the state 
government on other lands; or 

b) Cha~co~l. grills when in the . 
reslde,ntu'l dwell i,ng and When lmmedi ate vicini 
surface; or placed on a noncombus ti 

Gas gr~Hh or camp stoves. 

EXECUTIVE....:ORDER U47 

Relating to a Special Session of the Legislature. 

I, Tm·1MY G. THOMPSON, Governor of the State of \'lisconsin, pursuant 
to Article IV, section 11 and Article V, ssctvon 4 of the Constitution of 
H~sconsin do require the convening of a special session of the 
Legi.slature at the Capitol in Madison, beginning on Thursday, June 30, 
1988 at 10:00 a.rn. solely to consider and act upon the fonowing specific 
legislat~ve bus~ness: 

(1)	 To enact legislation relating to diversion of vatar for 
agr~cultural purposes.
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(2)	 To enact legislation relating to providing drought assistance 
~_. -'.. ..._-~ ,_.".-. ...... --	 loan guarantees and interest rate reductions on drought

". ,- .... ~ '."'.-.- -- .... ,". '' ass~stance loans and making an appropriation. 

.~. - ,.:~". : . . 0)	 To enact legislation relating to information for farmers on 
drought relief and making an appropriation. 

IN TESTHIONY ~IHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my handan,d 
caused the Great Seal of the 
State of Hisconsin to be 
affi xed. Cone at the Capitol........ ,- ....~-,.-.. ~, - .
 
in the Ci ty of t·lad;son this 
t\olenty-ninth day of June in 
the year one thousand ni ne 
hundred and ei ghty-ei g;ht . 

. ,i-IY~. rHO~IPSON 

Governor 

By the Governor: 

JL!t\	 ~ ~'1 \k\t\j/o, UGLAS LA ~~nE \ 
Secret Y f State 


