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EXECUTIVE ORDER #150 R A

Proclamation of a State of Emergency
Reiating to the Transportation of Hay

WHEREAS, the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection and state, county and federal agricultural agencies estimate
that the spring drought, 1991/92 winterkill and late spring 1992 frosts
have reduced production from Hisconsin's first cutting of hay by about 50
percent; and

WHEREAS, a 50 percent reduction in the first cutting of hay is
equal to one quarter of the state's annual hay production; and

WHEREAS, the most adversely affected 45 Wisconsin counties as of
June 18, 1992, reported a reduction in the harvest of their first cutting
hay of 6.7 mitlion tons, valued at $440 million and pasture losses of
$5.1 mitidon; and

VHEREAS, continued lack of rainfall for the rest of the 1992
growing season or significant portions thereof, will cause further
reduction in the yields and harvested quantities of crops used for animal
feed; and

WHEREAS, further 1992 crop reductions and losses will add to the
shortage of feed needed by Wisconsin's livestock?over the next 12 months:
and

WHEREAS, dairy farming and other domestic 1ivestock operations add
about $4.2 biilion annually to the state's economy and are important to
both the economy of the state and the welfare of its citizens: and

HHEREAS, this creates 'a need to transport Tlarge amounts of
ivestock feed, particularly baled hay, on Wisconsin highways: and

WHEREAS, allowing the transportation of overwidth Toads of hay
bales within this state, in a safe manner and as described in this order,
will benefit farmers injured by the drought;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TOMMY G. THOMPSON, Governor of the State of
Hisconsin, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the Tlaws of HWisconsin and by s. 166.03(1)(b)1 of the Wisconsin
Statutes, hereby declare the present drought-related hay shortage to be a
natural disaster and have proclaimed the entire State of Wisconsin to be
in a state of emergency, and with regard to transportation of hay, for a
peried of 30 days, unless such period is extended by Executive Order or
Joint resolution of the legislature.

PURSUANT to said state of emergency, by virtue of the authority
vested in me by the Constitution and Laws of MWisconsin, and s.
166.03(1)(b)1, HWisconsin Statutes, I HEREBY ORDER THAT:

(1) MNotwithstanding ss. 348.05 (1)} and (2) (L) and 348.07 (1) and
(2) (gr), Wis. Stats., persons are allowed to transport loads of bales of
hay (including straw or stover) even when such loads exceed the statutory
width timitations and may transport hay in round or rectangular bales on
semitrailers up to 53 feet long, as herein provided:




(a) Bales up to 6 feet in diameter in loads up to 12 feet
wide may be transported on any highway in this state, expressly
inctuding interstate and defense highways and highways where the
width of a single traffic lane §s less than 12 feet, without
regard for the origin or destination of the load, except that in
construction zones where the width of the traffic lame is less
than 12 feet, the width of the load may not exceed the lane width.

(b) Overwidth loads of hay being transported under this
order and which exceed the normally applicable statutory width
Timitations of s. 34B.05 (1) and (2) (L), Wis. Stats., may not be
transported during hours of darkness and must display warning
flagsand customary oversize load signs. Vehicles fransporting
such loads shall display flags of solid red color at least 18
inches square on each front corner of the vehicle, on each front
corner of the Toad and on each rear corner of the load.

{c) Combination vehicles consisting of a semitrailer up to
53 feet long drawn by a truck tractor may be used to transport
bales of hay on all highways in the state, including those not
designated as long truck routes under s. 348.07 (4), His. Stats.,
without regard for the overall length of the combination, provided
the distance between the midpoint of the rear axles of the
semitrailer and the kingpin does not exceed 41 feet when measured
as provided in s. 348.07 (3), Wis. Stats.

(2) This order does not affect transportation of bhay as
ordinarily aliowed under s. 348.05 (2) (L), Wis. Stats.

(3) MNotwithstanding the 102 inch width limitation of 49 U.S.C.
s. 2316 (a) and although the loads of hay herein described are divisible
Joads, this emergency declaration will allow the movement of the
overwidth loads of hay, as described in this order, on the National
Network highways in Wisconsin, including the Interstate system, and is to
be considered a special use permit applying to ail vehicles operating in
accordance with this order.

(4) Movement of oversize loads of hay is prohibited from noon on
Friday July 3 unti! sunrise on July 6, 1992. This order does not suspend
the operation of any state or federal laws within the State of Hisconsin
except as specifically described in the order. All other laws remain in
full force and will be enforced. This order 'does not authorize any
person transporting hay to exceed any statutory vehicle weight limit or
vehicle height U1imit. Persons transporting hay may not exceed any
statutory vehicle length limit except as expressly provided concerning
the use of 53 foot long semitrailers. This order does not authorize the
use of unregistered or improperly registered vehicles. Vehicles
registered in other jurisdictions and not entitled to reciprocity, or not
registered for use in MWisconsin through the Interpational Registration
Plan, must obtain a permit as provided in s. 341.41, Wis. Stats. Motor
carriers hauling hay for hire must have proper authority to operate in
this State, as provided by s. 194.04, His. Stats., and must meet the
insurance requirements of ss. 194.41 or 194.42, Wis. Stats. Carriers
must satisfy all ordinarily applicable federal and Wisconsin requirements
concerning  wvehicle  equipment, vehicle operatjons and  driver
qualtfications and conduct.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great
Seal of the State of Wisconsin to
be affixed. Done at.the Capitol
in the City of Madison this
nineteenth day of June™pn the year
one thousand nine hundred, and

nipety-two.

" S Ot G. THOMPRON
, - Y ///// Governor
By the Governor:
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