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2009 Wisconsin Act 9 

[2009 Assembly Bill 3] 

 

Restrictions on the Use and Sale of 
Fertilizer Containing Phosphorus 

and Other Turf Fertilizer 

 

Restrictions on Use 

Act 9 generally prohibits any person from intentionally applying to turf fertilizer that is labeled 

as containing phosphorus or available phosphate.  The Act authorizes the application of fertilizer that is 

labeled as containing phosphorus or available phosphate to establish grass during the first growing 

season and to an area deficient in phosphorus based upon a soil test performed no more than 36 months 

before the application.  The Act also prohibits any person from applying fertilizer, manipulated animal 

or vegetable manure, or finished sewage sludge product, as defined in the Act, to turf when the ground is 

frozen or intentionally applying any of these materials to an impervious surface.   

Requirement for Retail Sale 

Act 9 generally prohibits any person from selling at retail turf fertilizer that is labeled as 

containing phosphorus or available phosphate if the person knows that the purchaser intends to use the 

fertilizer for a purpose other than one of the following authorized purposes in the Act: 

 Establishing grass during the first growing season. 

 Application to an area that is deficient in phosphorus based upon a soil test performed no 

more than 36 months before the application. 

 Application to land used for agricultural production. 

Restriction on Retail Display 

Act 9 prohibits any person who sells fertilizer at retail from displaying turf fertilizer that is 

labeled as containing phosphorus or available phosphate.  The Act authorizes a person who sells 
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fertilizer at retail to post a sign advising customers that turf fertilizer containing phosphorus is available 

upon request for the uses permitted under the Act.   

Penalty 

Act 9 establishes that any person who violates its provisions may be required to forfeit not more 

than $50 for the first violation and not less than $200 nor more than $500 for a second or subsequent 

violation.   

Effective Date:  Act 9 takes effect on April 1, 2010. 

Prepared by:  Rachel E. Letzing, Senior Staff Attorney April 20, 2009 
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