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Town Line Highways 

 

BACKGROUND 

The statutes establish a procedure to lay out, alter, or discontinue a highway on  
the line between a town and another town, a city, or a village (municipality), or a  
highway extending from one town into an adjoining municipality.  Once the procedure has been 
initiated, the governing bodies of the municipalities, “acting together” in cooperation, but voting 
upon applications or resolutions as separate governing bodies, may take certain actions covering 
the affected town line highway.   

In Dawson v. Town of Jackson, the Wisconsin Supreme Court interpreted the statutory 
requirement that governing bodies of municipalities be “acting together.”  The Court held that 
under the statute, “acting together” requires a majority vote from each governing body; “the 
statute does not mandate the creation of a new, combined board.”  [Dawson v. Town of Jackson, 
336 Wis. 2d 318 (2011).] 

2015 WISCONSIN ACT 11 

2015 Wisconsin Act 11 codifies the Court’s interpretation in Dawson v. Town of Jackson, 
described above. 
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