WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
AMENDMENT MEMO

2013 Assembly Bill 418 Assembly Amendment 2

Memo published: November 1, 2013 Contact: Jessica Karls-Ruplinger, Senior Staff Attorney (266-2230)

Under current law, if the vote margin in an election is not more than 0.5% of the total votes cast
if more than 1,000 votes are cast (or less than 10 if 1,000 or less votes are cast), the petitioner in a
recount is not required to pay a fee. If the vote margin is more than 0.5% but not more than 2.0% if
more than 1,000 votes are cast (or at least 10 if 1,000 or less votes are cast), the petitioner must pay a fee
of $5 per ward. If the vote margin is more than 2.0% if more than 1,000 votes are cast, the petitioner
must pay a fee equal to the actual cost of performing the recount.

Assembly Bill 418 increases the recount fee for the 0.5% to 2.0% vote margin (or the vote
margin of at least 10 if 1,000 or less votes are cast) from $5 per ward to $25 per ward.

Assembly Amendment 2 changes the vote margins for recount fees in elections in which more
than 1,000 votes are cast:

e If the vote margin is not more than 0.25%, the petitioner is not required to pay a fee.

e If the vote margin is more than 0.25% but not more than 1.0%, the petitioner must pay a fee
of $25 per ward, as prescribed by the bill.

e If the vote margin is more than 1.0%, the petitioner must pay a fee equal to the actual cost of
performing the recount.

Bill History

Assembly Amendment 2 was offered by Representative Bernier. On October 29, 2013, the
Assembly Committee on Campaigns and Elections recommended adoption of the amendment and
passage of Assembly Bill 418, as amended, on votes of Ayes, 9; Noes, 0.

JKR:jal

One East Main Street, Suite 401 ¢ P.O. Box 2536 « Madison, WI 53701-2536
(608) 266-1304 « Fax: (608) 266-3830 « Email: leg.council@legis.wisconsin.gov
http://www.legis.wisconsin.gov/Ic



leg.council@legis.wisconsin.gov
http://www.legis.wisconsin.gov/lc

