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Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 (ASA 1) clarifies the law regarding the use of 
standing orders to authorize the dispensing of opioid antagonists. 

Opioid antagonists are prescription drugs, such as the drug naloxone, some of which can, 
when administered to a person undergoing an overdose on drugs such as heroin or prescription 
narcotics, have the effect of countering the effects of the overdose.   

ASSEMBLY SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1  

Under current law, a prescriber may, directly or by the use of a standing order, prescribe 
an opioid antagonist to a person in a position to assist an individual at risk of undergoing an 
opioid-related drug overdose and may deliver the opioid antagonist to that person.1  

ASA 1 authorizes a prescriber to issue a standing order to one or more persons 
authorizing the dispensing of an opioid antagonist, and authorizes a pharmacist to deliver an 
opioid antagonist to an individual in accordance with a standing order.   

ASA 1 specifies that a “standing order” is an order transmitted electronically or in writing 
by a practitioner for a drug or device for multiple patients or for one or more groups of patients, 
and is considered to be a prescription order for purposes of the pharmacy law. A standing order 
is not required to specify the name and address of a patient. 

                                                 

1 A prescriber is a physician, physician assistant, or advanced practice nurse certified to issue prescription 
orders.  The prescriber must ensure that the person has the knowledge and training necessary to safely administer 
the opioid antagonist and the capacity to ensure that any individual to whom the person further delivers the opioid 
antagonist has or receives that knowledge and training. 
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The person to whom an opioid antagonist is dispensed pursuant to the standing order 
need not be in a position to assist an individual at risk of undergoing an overdose.  Further, the 
prescriber issuing the standing order need not ensure that the person to whom the opioid 
antagonist is dispensed has the knowledge and training necessary to safely administer the 
opioid antagonist or the capacity to ensure that any individual to whom the person further 
delivers the opioid antagonist has or receives that knowledge and training. However, a 
pharmacist dispensing an opioid antagonist pursuant to a standing order must provide a 
consultation in accordance with rules promulgated by the Pharmacy Examining Board. 

BILL HISTORY 

On November 3, 2015, Representative Nygren offered ASA 1, and the Assembly adopted 
ASA 1, and passed the bill, as amended, on voice votes. 
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