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1997 − 1998 LEGISLATURE

1997 SENATE BILL 125

 March 18, 1997 − Introduced by Senators MOEN, C. POTTER, CLAUSING, ROSENZWEIG,

WINEKE, DECKER and PLACHE, cosponsored by Representatives FREESE, J.

LEHMAN, UNDERHEIM, BLACK, MEYER, BOCK, SKINDRUD, GROTHMAN, HASENOHRL,

TURNER, NOTESTEIN, MURAT, BAUMGART, HAHN, GRONEMUS, WASSERMAN, CULLEN,

BOYLE, SERATTI, RYBA, BRANDEMUEHL, SPRINGER, RUTKOWSKI and HARSDORF.
Referred to Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Government
Operations.

AN ACT to amend 11.30 (5) of the statutes; relating to: required disclosures by

persons who receive payment from other persons for the cost of conducting

certain polls.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, whenever a person receives payment from another person,
in cash or in−kind, for the direct or indirect cost of conducting a poll concerning
support or opposition to a candidate, political party or referendum, the person
conducting the poll must, upon request of the person who is polled, disclose the name
and address of the person making payment for the poll and, in the case of a registrant
under the Wisconsin campaign finance law, the name of the treasurer of the person
making payment.

This bill provides that any such person who conducts such a poll must disclose
this information to the person who is polled regardless of whether a request for the
information is made and before making any other communication with the person
who is polled.

Violators are subject to a forfeiture (civil penalty) of not more than $500 for each
offense.  Intentional violators are guilty of a misdemeanor and may be fined not more
than $1,000 or imprisoned for not more than 6 months, or both, for each offense.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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SECTION 1 SENATE BILL 125

SECTION 1.  11.30 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.30 (5)  Whenever any person receives payment from another person, in cash

or in−kind, for the direct or indirect cost of conducting a poll concerning support or

opposition to a candidate, political party or referendum, the person conducting the

poll shall, upon request of any person who is polled, disclose to the person who is

polled the name and address of the person making payment for the poll and, in the

case of a registrant under s. 11.05, the name of the treasurer of the person making

payment, before making any other communication with the person who is polled.

(END)
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