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2005 ASSEMBLY BILL 840

 November 23, 2005 − Introduced by Representatives KAUFERT, LEMAHIEU, GARD,

BIES, KRAWCZYK, MEYER, GUNDERSON, VAN ROY, ZIEGELBAUER, PETROWSKI,

OWENS, HUEBSCH, KERKMAN, TOWNS, AINSWORTH, J. FITZGERALD, JESKEWITZ,

GRONEMUS, TRAVIS, TOWNSEND, DAVIS, OTT and HAHN, cosponsored by Senators
S. FITZGERALD, A. LASEE, GROTHMAN, BRESKE, ERPENBACH, HANSEN and PLALE.
Referred to Joint Committee on Finance.

AN ACT to repeal 20.370 (3) (af); and to create 20.370 (3) (af) and 350.10 (1) (gm)

of the statutes; relating to: a speed limit for operation of snowmobiles during

the hours of darkness, enforcement and safety relating to the operation of

snowmobiles, and making an appropriation.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, with certain exceptions, there are no statutory speed
restrictions imposed on the operation of snowmobiles unless they are being operated
along or adjacent to the roadways of highways or of other thoroughfares.  In those
cases, the roadway speed limit applies.  This bill creates an overall prohibition that
no person may operate a snowmobile at a speed exceeding 55 miles per hour during
the hours of darkness regardless of where the person is operating the snowmobile.
Current law defines �hours of darkness" to be the time between one−half hour after
sunset and one−half hour before sunrise and any other time when there is not enough
natural light to clearly see a person or vehicle 500 feet away.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

1

2

3

4



− 2 −2005 − 2006 Legislature LRB−3699/4
MGG:kjf&jld:rs

SECTION 1 ASSEMBLY BILL 840

SECTION 1.  20.005 (3) (schedule) of the statutes:  at the appropriate place, insert

the following amounts for the purposes indicated:

2005−06 2006−07

20.370 Natural resources, department of

(3) ENFORCEMENT AND SCIENCE

(af) Law enforcement � snowmobile

enforcement; general fund GPR A 32,700 −0−

SECTION 2.  20.370 (3) (af) of the statutes is created to read:

20.370 (3) (af)  Law enforcement � snowmobile enforcement; general fund.

From the general fund, the amounts in the schedule for state snowmobile

enforcement and safety operations.

SECTION 3.  20.370 (3) (af) of the statutes, as created by 2005 Wisconsin Act ....

(this act), is repealed.

SECTION 4.  350.10 (1) (gm) of the statutes is created to read:

350.10 (1) (gm)  During the hours of darkness at a rate of speed exceeding 55

miles per hour.

SECTION 5.0Effective dates.  This act takes effect on the first day of the 3rd

month beginning after publication except as follows:

(1)  The repeal of section 20.370 (3) (af) of the statutes takes effect on June 30,

2006.

(END)
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