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On Febr uar y 13,  2004,  t he Boar d of  Gover nor s of  t he St at e 

Bar  of  Wi sconsi n f i l ed a pet i t i on aski ng t hi s cour t  t o est abl i sh 

a syst em f or  mandat or y l i censur e and r egul at i on of  par al egal s i n 

Wi sconsi n.   A publ i c hear i ng was conduct ed by t he cour t  on 

Oct ober  27,  2004,  at  whi ch numer ous per sons appear ed.   The cour t  

t ook t he mat t er  under  advi sement  pendi ng consi der at i on of  

cer t ai n i ssues,  i ncl udi ng j ur i sdi ct i on t o r egul at e nonl awyer s 

and possi bl e r ami f i cat i ons f or  a pendi ng pet i t i on addr essi ng t he 

unaut hor i zed pr act i ce of  l aw.   On Apr i l  7,  2008,  t he cour t ,  

havi ng consi der ed al l  wr i t t en submi ssi ons and pr evi ous 

t est i mony,  di scussed t hi s mat t er  i n open admi ni st r at i ve 

conf er ence.   The cour t  r ecogni zed t he essent i al  cont r i but i ons of  

par al egal s t o our  l egal  syst em and t hei r  l egi t i mat e desi r e f or  

r ecogni t i on of  t hei r  exper t i se and pr of essi onal i sm.   However ,  

t he cour t  al so acknowl edged t he r eal i t y t hat  t he pr ospect  of  

cr eat i ng an ent i r el y new r egul at or y and enf or cement  st r uct ur e or  

dr amat i cal l y expandi ng exi st i ng agenci es pr esent s a daunt i ng 

t ask i n t he pr esent  economi c c l i mat e.   Ther ef or e,    
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I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he pet i t i on i s deni ed.  

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t he Boar d of  Gover nor s of  t he 

St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n and i nt er est ed par al egal  or gani zat i ons 

ar e i nvi t ed t o consi der  t he mer i t s of  a vol unt ar y r egi st er ed 

par al egal  pr ogr am such as t he pr ogr am adopt ed by t he Fl or i da 

Supr eme Cour t ,  and may,  i f  t hey deem i t  appr opr i at e,  submi t  a 

r ul es pet i t i on t o t he cour t  pr oposi ng a vol unt ar y pl an f or  t he 

r egi st r at i on of  par al egal s i n Wi sconsi n. 1   

Dat ed at  Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  t hi s 24t h day of  Apr i l ,  2008.  

 
BY THE COURT:  
 
 
 

  Davi d R.  Schanker  
Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  

 

                                                 
1 See I n r e:  Amendment s t o t he Rul es Regul at i ng t he Fl or i da 

Bar ——Fl or i da Regi st er ed Par al egal  Pr ogr am,  No.  SC06- 1622 ( Fl a.  
Nov.  15,  2007)  ( ef f .  Mar .  1,  2008) .  
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