SUPREME COURT OF W SCONSI N

No. 04-03

In the matter of the Licensure and Regul ation Fl LED
of Paral egal s

APR 24, 2008

David R Schanker
Clerk of Supreme Court
Madi son, W

On February 13, 2004, the Board of Governors of the State
Bar of Wsconsin filed a petition asking this court to establish
a system for mandatory |icensure and regul ation of paralegals in
W sconsi n. A public hearing was conducted by the court on
Cct ober 27, 2004, at which nunerous persons appeared. The court
took the matter under advisenent pending consideration of
certain issues, including jurisdiction to regulate nonlawers
and possible ram fications for a pending petition addressing the
unaut hori zed practice of |aw. On April 7, 2008, the court,
having considered all witten submssions and previous
t esti nony, di scussed this rmatter in open admnistrative
conference. The court recogni zed the essential contributions of
paral egals to our l|legal system and their legitinmate desire for
recognition of their expertise and professionalism However ,
the court also acknow edged the reality that the prospect of
creating an entirely new regul atory and enforcenent structure or
dramatically expanding existing agencies presents a daunting

task in the present economc climte. Therefore,
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I T 1S ORDERED that the petition is denied.

IT I'S FURTHER ORDERED that the Board of Governors of the
State Bar of Wsconsin and interested paral egal organizations
are invited to consider the nerits of a voluntary registered
par al egal program such as the program adopted by the Florida
Suprene Court, and may, if they deem it appropriate, submt a
rules petition to the court proposing a voluntary plan for the
registration of paralegals in Wsconsin.?

Dat ed at Madi son, Wsconsin, this 24th day of April, 2008.

BY THE COURT:

David R Schanker
Clerk of Supreme Court

! See In re: Anendnents to the Rules Regul ating the Florida
Bar —Fl ori da Regi stered Paralegal Program No. SC06-1622 (Fl a.
Nov. 15, 2007) (eff. Mar. 1, 2008).
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