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69.01 Bureau of vital statistics created. The “State Bureau of Vital Statistics”

is hereby created. [1943 ¢, 503 5. 2]

69.02 Bureau under state board of health. (1) The Bureau shall be under the
immediate supervision and direction of the state board of health. The board shall desig-
nate a state registrar of vital statistics who, unless he is secretary of the board, shall
under the supervision of the secretary of the state board of health have charge of the
bureau. For budgetary purposes the bureau shall consist of a division of public health
statistics and a division of legal records.

(2) The division of public health statistics shall:

(a) Prepare all forms required to be prepared by the burean under this ehapter.

(b) Instruet registers of deeds and loeal registrars in their duties under this chapter
and supervise them in their work.

(¢) Collect, examine and tabulate all papers required to be filed with the bureau
under this chapter.

(d) Enforce the provisions of sections 69.06 and 69.07.

(3) The division of legal records:

(a) Shall file and index papers required to be filed with the state registrar under this
chapter and shall preserve such records after they have served their purpose as public
health statisties.

(b) Shall issue certified copies of such records upon payment of the prescribed fees.

(¢) May make transecripts of such records for the United States Census Bureau, the
Social Security Board and other governmental ageneies upon their request and payment
of the fees mutually agreed upon. Certifled copies or verifications of records may be
furnished free to governmental agencies.

(d) May make special searches of such records and make copies, transeripts or reports
pursuant thereto upon request and payment of the fees preseribed by the board.

(e) May operate a microfilm laboratory in connection with its duties under this chap-
ter; the services of this laboratory may be available at cost to other governmental agencies
if such use does not interfere with the bureau’s duties under this chapter.

(4) All fees collected for work done under the provisions of this chapter by the
bureau, the state board of health, or any member, officer or employe thereof shall be paid
into the state treasurer within one week after they are received and appropriated to the
state board of health under section 20.43 (4) for the execution of its functions under
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this chapter. Any excess over $10,000 in such revolving fund at the end of each fiscal
year shall revert to the general fund.

(5) The bureau is authorized to make such refunds which in its judgment should be
paid because of over-remittance of fees and properly account for such refunds. [7943
c. 503 s.3,4]

69.03 Rules and regulations by board of health. The state board of health may
make, and from time to time amend, such rules and regulations as it considers necessary
to carry out the provisions of this chapter. [1943 ¢. 503 s. 5] :

69.04 Assistants. The state board of health shall provide such clerical and other
assistants as may be necessary for the purposes of this chapter, and shall fix their com-
pensation. [1943 ¢ 503 s. 6]

69.06 [Repealed by 1943 c. 505 5. 7]

69.06 Torms prepared by registrar. The state registrar shall prepare forms of
certificate of birth, stillbirths, deaths, marriages, divorces and of burial permits, and such
other forms necessary to meet the requirements of this chapter, which forms shall be
printed and supplied in the saine manner as are blanks and stationery for the use of other
offices of the state government. [71943 ¢. 503 s. 8]

69.06 State registrar’s duties. (1) The state registrar shall prepare and issue de-
tailed instructions required to secure the uniform observance and the maintenance of a
perfect system of registration, and no blanks shall be used other than those supplied by
him.

(2) He shall carefully examine the certificates received from the local reglstrars and
registers of deeds and if any such are incomplete or unsatisfactory he shall require such
further information as may be necessary to make the record complete.

(3) He shall arrange, bind and permanently preserve the certificates in a systematic
manner and prepare and maintain a eomprebensive and continuous index of all births,
stillbirths, deaths, marriages and divorces registered.

(4) He shall prepare and publish biennially such of the wital facts appearing on the
certificates, or copies thereof, of births, stillbirths, deaths, man’lages, and divorees as the
state board of health determmes to be necessary and useful.

(5) He shall at least once each year tabulate and classify all eases of children born’
with deformity or physical defects in the state since the preceding tabulation, and shall
preserve the same in his office. Such tabulations shall be included in the biennial report
of the state board of health. [1943 e. 503 s. 9, 9a]

69.07 B8tabe registrar’s powers; prosecuting attorneys. (1) The state registrar is
hereby charged with the execution of this chapter in every part of the state, and with
supervising registers of deeds and loeal registrars with their work under this chapter.

(2) He may investigate irregularities or violations of the law, and all local registrars
and registers of deeds shall aid him upon request, in such investigations.

(3) When he deems it necessary, he shall report violations to the district attorney of
the proper county, with a statement of facts and circumstances, and he shall forthwith
initiate and promptly prosecute the violators of law, and upon request of the state
registrar the attorney-general shall likewise assist in the enforcement of this chapter.
[1943 c. 503 s. 10]

69.08 Statistics collected at local expense. (1) If it is impossible to obtain through
the local registrars and registers of deeds complete reports of all births, stillbirths, deaths
and marriages which they respectively are required to report, the board may cause these
statisties to be collected and the necessary expenses incurred by so doing shall be charged
to and paid for by the respective county, city, village or town whose officer caused this
expense to be necessarily ineurred.

(2) The state registrar shall file with the clerk of such county, eity, village or town,
an itemized statement of all expenses incurred, which statement shall serve as prima
facie evidence of the claim. [7943 c. 503 s. 11, 12]

Note: State board of health and state thereof although B claims otherwise. State

registrar of vital statistics have no investi- registrar may not determine judicial ques-
tions of disputed parentage of child or change
or alter birth certificate to conform to what
upon investigation he believes to be truth
in matter. 27 Atty. Gen. 759.

gational duty under 69.08, Stats. 1937, where
A is divorced from B November 17 and Au-
gust 15 of following year child is born to A
and birth certificate shows B to be father

69.09 Districts ‘and local health officers. Ior the purposes of this chapter each
county shall be a primary registration distriet for villages and towns and the registers
of deeds’ office shall be the place for filing, except that stillbirth and death certificates
shall first be filed with the local registrar of the village or town where the event
oceurred. The primary registration dlstuct for any city shall be the city and the office
of the local health officer the place for filing. The local registrar shall be the health officer

{
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of the board of health in cities and the clerk of each town and village. [1943 o. 508 s. 15]

69.10 Tocal statistios; copies; filing. Fach town and village clerk shall eollect
certificates of stillbirths and deaths that oceur in his city, village or town and after
making a copy thereof transmit the original to the register of deeds of his county. Fach
register of deeds and city health officer shall collect and file certificates of births, still-
births, deaths and marriages that occur in his ecounty or city as provided in seetion 69.09
and after making a copy thereof transmit the original to the state vegistrar. [1943 e.
503 s. 16]

69.11 Deputy local registrars. Each local registrar shall, upon assuming the duties
of his office, appoint a deputy who -shall act in his stead under this chapter in ease of
the abence, illness or disability of the local registrar. The deputy shall accept such
appointment in writing and shall be subject to all rules and regulations governing the "
local registrars under this chapter. The state registrar shall be notified immediately of
the appointment of a deputy registrar. [1943 ¢. 503 s. 17; 1943 ¢. 552]

69.12 [Repealed by 1943 c. 503 s. 15]

69.12 Subregistrars, duties. The local registrar or his deputy in each city, village,
and town shall serve as subregistrar for every other local registrar for the purpose of
receiving stillbirth and death certificates and issuing burial permits. The subregistrar
shall sign his name with the date on which thé certificate was filed with him, in the
space beneath the place for the signature of the local registrar and forward the
certificate at once to the registrar of the distriet where the stillbirth or death oceurred
and shall receive for such service a fee of 10 cents for each certificate; to be paid by the
treasurer.of the county, upon the certification of the state registrar. If any certificate
is ineomplete or unsatisfactory, the subregistrar shall withhold issuing the burial or
removal permit until the necessary information is obtained, or a satisfactory record
furnished. Each subregistrar shall be liable to the same penalty for neglect of duty
as the local registrar. [1943 ¢. 503 s. 18]

69.13 Tiocal enforcement. The registers of deeds and local registrars shall enforce
this chapter, in their respective distriets, under the supervision and direction of the
state registrar; and shall make an immediate report to the state registrar of any
violations thereof coming to their notice by observation or upon eomplaint. [1943 c.
503 s. 19]

69.14 Certificates, numbering. The register of deeds and ecity health officer shall
number and date consecutively the certificates of birth, stillbirths, deaths and
marriages as he receives them and affix the date when received thereto. [1943 ¢. 505 5. 22]

69.15 Reports of births, marriages and deaths to other local registrars. Iagh
register of deeds and city health officer shall, on the first day of each month, make an
exact copy of all births, stillbirths, marriages and deaths recorded by him during the
previous month, whenever the parents of the child born, or the bride or the groom, or
the deceased person, was resident in any other city, village or town in this state or in
any other state at the time of such birth, stillbirth, marriage or death; and shall
transmit such eopies to the city health officer, register of deeds of the county or the
registrar of the state in which such parents, the bride or the groom, or the deceased,
were resident at the time of the birth, stillbirth, marriage or death. The registrars
receiving such copies shall record the same in the hocks kept for recording births,
stillbirths, marriages and deaths. Such copies shall be made upon blanks to be fur-
nished for that purpose by the state board of health. [1943 ¢. 505 s. 59]

69.16 Duplicate local records. The local registrar in all cities, villages and towns
shall make and keep a complete and accurate copy of each stillbirth and death certifi-
cate received by him, upon a form identical with the original certificate, which copy
shall be filed and permanently preserved in his office, as the local record of such
stillbirth or death, in such manner as directed by the state registrar. [1943 c. 503 s. 27]

69.17 Local registrar, transmit originals to register of deeds. The local registrar
shall, within 5 days after the burial permit has been issued, make for his own file a
(complete and accurate) copy of each stillbirth and death certificate received by him,
upon a form identical with the original certificate and transmit the original certificate
to the register of deeds of hig ecounty. [1943 ¢. 503 5. 56]

69.18 Original certificates; transmittal; exceptions; reports. (1) The city health
officer and the register of deeds shall promptly upon receipt of an original certificate
of birth, stillbirth, death and marriage make a complete and aceurate copy of each
certificate filed with him upon a form identical with the original certificate for his
record and transmit the original to the state registrar on or before the seventh day
of each month.

(2) If no births, stillbirths, deaths or marriages oceur in any month the register
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of deeds and eity health officers shall on or before the seventh day of the following
month report that fact to the state registrar in such manner as the state registrar shall
direct.

(3) The city health officer, as to births, stillbirths, deaths and marriages oecurring
in such eity, shall within 5 days of the original filing transmit a copy of the original
certificate of such births, stillbirths, deaths and marriages to the register of deeds. [1943
¢. 503 s. 28a]

69.19 Registration of physicians, midwives, undertakers, funeral directors. Each
physician, midwife and undertaker or funeral director shall before practicing as sueh
in any distriet register his or her name, address and ocecupation with the register of
deeds of the county or the health officer of the city and shall thereupon be supplied by
him with a eopy of this chapter, together with such-rules and regulations as may be
prepared by the state registrar relative to its enforcement. [1943 ¢. 503 s. 20]

69.20 Returns of register of deeds and city health officer. In January of each year,
the register of deeds or city health officer shall make a return to the state registrar of
all physicians and midwives who registered during the preceding year, and in certifying
names for payment as hereinafter provided, the state registrar shall not include any
physicians or midwives who have not complied with the requirements of this section.
No fee or other compensation shall be charged by registers of deeds or ecity health
officers to physicians, midwives, funeral directors or undertakers for registering their
names or making returns thereof to the state registrar. The register of deeds or city
health officer shall supply blank forms of certificates upon request, and shall carefully
examine each certificate of birth, stillbirth, death or marriage, when presented for
record to see that it has been made out in accordance with this chapter, and the
instructions of the state registrar. [1943 c. 503 s. 21]

69.21 Register of deeds’ duties. Every register of deeds shall make, file and index
copies of all certificates of births, stillbirths, deaths or marriages, received by him and
properly bind the copies in book form. He shall also make all corrections or additions
certified to him by the state registrar. [1943 c. 503 5. 57]

69.22 Delayed registration. (1) When no registration of any birth has been made
within one year after the oeccurrence thereof, the state registrar or the register of
deeds of any county may accept proof thereof for the purpose of filing a birth certifi-
cate, and issue certificates of births based on such proofs. Such proof shall consist of
the following:

(a) Hospital or doctor’s record of such birth aecompanied by the affidavit of such
doctor or custodian of doetor’s or hospital records, stating that the facts as set forth in
such certificate are true; or

(b) The affidavit of parent or parents accompanied by at least one document made
within 5 years of the date of birth of the applicant or 2 documents made more than 5
years prior to the date of application, each of which doeuments shall contain the birth-
date, birthplace, and one of such proofs showing parentage of such applicant, or

(¢) Three pieces of documentary evidence made more than 5 years prior to the date
of application, each setting forth the birthdate and birthplace, and one of such proofs
showing parentage of such applicant. An affidavit shall be accepted only as one of the
above required proofs.

(2) The register of deeds, upon completion of such delayed registration of birth,
shall after making a copy thereof transmit the original registration to the state reg'lstrar

(3) The state registrar shall forward a copy of any delayed record filed with him to
the register of deeds of the county in which the event occurred. [1943 e. 503 s. 26]

69.23 Certified copies furnished. (1) The state registrar, register of deeds or the
local registrar of any eity or village shall, upon request, furnish any applicant a
certified copy of a record in their possession of any birth, stillbirth, death, marriage
or divorce.

(2) Any officials authorized to issue birth certificates may issue a short form certifi-
cate in such form as shall be preseribed by the bureau.

(3) The bureau of vital statistics, register of deeds or local registrar of any clty
or village shall issue without charge ce_rtlﬁed copies of certificates of birth, death,
marriage and divorece when required in support of any eclaim for benefits, federal or
state, where such claims have arisen out of or by reason of service in the wars of the
country except that in counties where the register of deeds is under the fee system and
not paid a fixed salary he shall be paid by the county the usual fee for each such
service. [19539 c. 524; 1943 o. 328; 1943 ¢. 503 8. 14; 1943 ¢, 552 5. 14

Note: Under 69.11, Stats. 1929, the death facts stated therein. Milwaukee H. R. &
certificate is admissible as a pubhc record L. Co. v. Industrial Commission, 222 W 111,
constituting prima facie evidence of the 267 NW 62.
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69.24 [Repealed by 1943 ¢, 503 s. 28]

69.24 Fees. (1) The state registrar, vegister of deeds, city health officer and
village clerk, who ave authorized to issue certified copies, as stated in this chapter,
shall collect the following fees for the search,. filing and issuing of certified copies of
birth, stillbirth, death, marriage and divoree records and for making authorized
corrections, alterations or additions:

(a) A fee of 50 cents for the issuance of a certified copy of any record previously
filed. .

(b) A fee of 50 cents for making authorized corrections, alterations and additions.

(¢) No fee shall be collected for making such corrections, alterations and additions
on records filed before one year of the date on which the event recorded has oceurred.

(d) A fee of 25 cents for a short form certificate, except that such eertificate for a
person under 18 years of age shall be issued free.

(2) The state registrar or the register of deeds, as the case may be, shall collect a fee
of $1 for the examination of decumentary proof and the filing of a delayed record, and

"in addition thereto ~ fee of 50 cents for the issuance of a certified copy of a delayed
record.

(3) The state registrar shall collect a veasonable fee not exceeding $20 for special
searches which may be requested of him to adequately meet the cost of such special
search, .

(4) (a) For cach complete certificate of birth, stillbirth and death forwarded to
the register of deeds or the state vegistrar as the case may be, in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter, including any copies retained in eities the local registrar shall
be paid the sum of 25 cents.

(b) The state registrar shall annually eertify to the county clerk of the several
counties the number of births, stillbirths and deaths registered, with the names of the
loeal registrars and the amounts due each at the rates fixed herein for payment by the
county treasurer. [1943 c. 503 s. 9]

69.25 [Repealed by 1943 c. 503 s. 28]

69.256 Defective certificates; deaths outside state. (1) Certificates lacking items
which are determined by the city health officer, register of deeds or state registrar to
be important shall be eonsidered defective in so far as they fail to contain the specific
facts or items demanded by them unless the missing information or facts are obtained
to ecomplete the original certificate and in that ease the faets so obtained shall be
considered a part of the original certificate as though they were contained in the
original eertificate, and said subsequent information relative to said facts and informa-
tion shall be written on the original certificate and become a part thereof.

(2) The city health officer; register of deeds and state registrar shall certify to
each other all corrections and additional information received by them to complete any
original certificate received.

(3) Whenever there shall be filed with the state registrar of vital statisties a
certificate of death of any resident of this state, who died without the state, the
registrar shall file the original certificate, make a copy thereof and transmit it to the
register of deeds of the county or the health officer of the city in which such deceased
person resided as provided in seetion 69.09, who shall make a proper record of the
same. [1943 c. 503 s. 54]

69.26 Tees of informants, counties to pay. (1) Each physician, midwife, minister
or priest, court commissioner, judge of a court of record, justice of the peace or other
persons acting as informant and filing with the local registrar or the register of deeds,
as the case requires, certificates of births, stillbirths, deaths and marriages completely
and legibly made out in ink, shall be entitled to 25 cents for each birth, stillbirth, death
and marriage so filed, to be paid by the treasurer of the eounty upon certification by the
state registrar.

(2) Only one certificate shall be filed for each birth, stillbirth, death and marriage
and the order of right to file the certificate shall be the same as the order of responsi-
bility for filing as herein given.

(3) Informants transmitting defective certificates shall not be entitled to payment
until the missing information, when possible to obtain, is supplied.

-'(4) The state registrar shall annually certify to the county clerks of the several
~ counties, the number of births, stillbirths, deaths and marriages registered with the names
of the persons reporting and the amounts due each at the rate fixed herein, whereupon
the county clerk shall certify such amounts to the county treasurer for payment to the
persons entitled thereto.

(5) Any person entitled to such fee shall claim and demand the same within 3 years
after receipt by the county treasurer of the warrant or certificate from the state registrar
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authorizing such payment, and no right to such fee shall exist after the expiration-of
such time. [1943 ¢. 503 s. 55]

69.27 Incomplete birth certificates. If a certificate of birth is incomplete the
register of deeds or city health officer shall immediately notify the parents of the child
and require them to supply the missing items if they can be obtained. [1943 ¢. 503 s. 25]

69.28 Child’s name, supplemental report. When any certificate of birth of a living
child is presented without a statement of the given name, the register of deeds or eity
health officer as provided in section 69.09 shall make out and deliver to the parents of
the child a special blank for the supplemental report of the given name of the child,
which shall be filled out as directed and returned to such register of deeds or city
health officer as scon as the child is named. The original certificate of birth shall not
be considered complete until the supplemental report is filed or the blank returned with
the statement “died unnamed.” [1943 ¢. 503 s. 35]

69.29 Standard birth certificates. (1) The certificate of birth shall contain such
items as the state board of health may determine are necessary and shall agree in the-
main with the standard form recommended by the United States census bureau.

(2) The standard short form certificate of birth shall econtain only the following
information: The name of the person whom it eoncerns as originally recorded, or as
subsequently changed pursuant to law, the sex of the person, the date on which he or
she was born, the name of the town, village or city, and county in which he or she was
born, and the date when the record was filed; no court order shall be required for the
issuance of this certificate, whether for legitimate or illegitimate births. [1931 ¢, 852s. 1;
1937 o. 205; 1943 ¢. 503 s. 33, 33a]

69.30 Birth certificates by physicians, midwives and others. (1) The physician or
midwife in attendance upon any birth shall file a certificate of birth, properly and
completely filled out, giving all the particulars required by this chapter, with the
register of deeds of the county in which the birth occurred within 5 days after birth,
except that in cities such certificate shall be filed with the health officer. All certificates
for illegitimate births subsequent to October 1, 1907 shall be kept in a separate file and
shall be subjeet to public inspection only upon court order, except for obtaining proof
of heirship. A copy of an illegitimate birth record shall be furnished only upon the
order of any county judge or judge of the juvenile court. All charges for professional
services rendered by the physician or midwife in attendance upon a birth shall be
unlawful if the birth certificate, properly filled out, is not reported as herein provided.

(2) If there be no attending physician or midwife, then the father of the echild,
householder or owner of the premises, manager or superintendent of a publie or private
institution in which the birth occurred shall file a satisfactory certificate of birth with the
register of deeds, or city health officer, within 5 days as provided in section 69.09. [1933 ¢.
110‘ 1935 ¢, 41; 1941 ¢, 259 ; 1943 ¢. 503 s. 30, 31]

Note: Court order requirement of 69.26, October 1, 1907, and is applicable to delayed
Stats. 1941, with respect to furnishing copy illegitimate birth records as well as to
of 1lleg1t1ma.te birth records, applies to all such records made at time of birth. 31 Atty.
illegitimate birth records and is not limited Gen. 316.
to records of those births that occur after

69.31 Foundlings reported. It shall be the duty of anyone finding an unknown
child, to immediately report that fact to the register of deeds of the county, or city
health officer where the child was found, as provided in section 69.09; such report shall
show the sex and color of the child, the date and place of finding the child, and the name
of the person or institution in charge of sueh child. The town, village or ¢ity in which
the child is found shall be known as the place of legal birth and the date of birth shall
be stated by the person in charge of the child as nearly as can be determined and the
date so given shall be known as the legal date of birth. The person or superintendent
of the institution with whom the child is placed for care shall give the child a name
and shall be responsible for filling out as completely as possible the regular form of
birth certificate and filing it with such register of deeds or the city health officer, who
shall make a copy for his own record and forward the original to the state board of
health. If the child should later be identified and a certificate of birth be found or
obtained, the record provided for by this section shall be destroyed. When foundlings
or other children for whom it is impossible to provide a regular form of birth certificate
are adopted, it shall be lawful for the adoptive parents to fill out and sign a birth
record, giving their names as the adoptive pareuts. [1938 c. 110; 1943 ¢. 503 s. 32]

69.32 Report of congenital deformities. (1) Within twenty—four hours after the
birth of any child with a deformity or physical defect, the attending physician or midwife,
or if there is no physician or midwife in attendance then the parent or guardian of the
child, or other responsible person, shall, in addition to and separate from the notice
thereof required in the birth certificate, du"eetly notify the state board of health of such
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deformity or defect and shall explain as fully as possible the exact nature thereof. Said
physician or midwife, or parent, guardian, or other responsible person may, in addition
to the notice and explanation herein required make such suggestions or recommendations
as to the care, treatment or correction of such deformed or defective person, or give such
information with reference thereto as he may deem necessary or helpful.

(2) The reports, notices or explanations of all cases of congenital deformity or physi-
cal defect provided for by this section shall be treated as confidential to the extent that
the name or address of the deformed or defective person shall not be published by any,
newspaper, magazine or other paper or publication of general or special circulation.

(3) The secretary of the state board of health shall, immediately upon hearing of any
case of congenital deformity or physical defect give to the erippled children division,
state department of public instruetion, the name and address and such other information as
may be helpful in the follow-up care program of such children. [1931 ¢. 79 s. 12; 1937
c. 136 1943 c. 503 5. 34]

69.33 Adoption; birth certificates. (1) On being advised pursuant to section 322.05
of the adoption of any child whose birth has previously been registered or pursuant to
section 245.36 of the legitimation of any child by the marriage of the parents, the state
registrar of vital statisties shall file a new birth certificate filled out and signed by himself
or his authorized representative. In this new certificate reference shall be made to this
section by number only. In all other respects the certificate shall be the same as other
birth certificates and shall contain nothing else to differentiate it therefrom.

(1a) In case of the adoption of any child born within the United States and for which
adopted child no birth certificate is of record at the place or in the state of birth, upon in-
formation submitted from the place or state of birth of said child that the birth is not of
record the state registrar of vital statisties shall cause a certificate of the birth of such child
to be filled out, signed by himself or his authorized representative. The place of birth of
said child shall be given in said birth certificate as the place at which the 'adoption order
was made. The date of birth in said birth certificate shall appear thereon as found and
determined by the county court making the order for adoption. In the certification to this
certificate and over his signature refervence shall be made by the registrar to this section
of the statutes by number only. In all other respects the certificate shall be the same as
other birth certificates and shall contain nothing else to differentiate it therefrom. Such
birth certificate when issued shall be of the same force and effect as all other birth
certificates issued by the state registrar of vital statistics.

(2) In cases of adoption all the names and statistical particulars entered on a new
certificate shall vefer to the adoptive parents. The guestion of legitimaey shall be answered
in the affirmative.

(3) In cases of legitimation, the names and statistical particulars shall be entered as
of the date of birth but as though the parents were married at that time. The question
of legitimaey shall be answered in the affirmative.

(4) Al other items not affected by the adoption or legitimation shall be copied as on
the original certificate including the date of filing.

(5) The new certificate shall then be filed in place of the original, and the original,
together with all correspondence, affidavits, court orders, ete. pertaining thereto, shall be
filed away from all public access. Copies of or aceess to these originals or any material
pertaining thereto shall be obtained only on court order or-at the diseretion of the state
registrar. Copies of the new certificate shall be issued under the same laws and rules
as apply to the issuing of other certificates.

(6) The state registrar shall send a copy of each new certificate to the register of deeds
or city health officer where a eopy of the original was filed. Such register of deeds or eity
health officer and state registrar shall file this new record in their regular file, and
impound the original which shall not, be examined except upon court order or request of
the state registrar.

(7) Whenever a child shall have been legally adopted by residents of this state
pursuant to the laws of any other state, the adoptive parent may file with the state
registrar a copy of the adoption proceedings and a copy of the original birth certificate,
and thereupon the state vegistrar shall issue a new certificate as provided by subsections
(2) and (5).

(8) This section, as it applies to removing and impounding of original records, shall
be retroactive in that the state registrar may treat all records on file since October 1, 1907,
in such manner, and so notify the registers of deeds and local registrars.

(9) Whenever a child born within the United States shall have been legally adopted
by residents of this state pursuant to the laws of any state, the adoptive parent may file
with the state registrar a copy of the adoption proceedings and a copy of the original
birth certificate, and thereupon the state registrar shall issue a new certificate as provided



69.335 VITAL STATISTICS ' 1088

by subsections (2) and (5). [1931 c. 852 s. 2; 1939 ¢, 524; 1943 ¢. 275 s, 28; 1943 ¢. 284;
1943 ¢. 505 8. 6; 1943 ¢. 5582 5, 15; 1943 ¢. 553 s. 12]

69.335 Correction of birth records. A person born in this state may request the
state registrar or the register of deeds of the county of his birth or in cities the health
officer of a city of his birth, to eorrect his birth record. Minor corrections in the record
of his given name, or the spelling of his surname may be made upon filing a supple-
mentary report signed by him or his parent, guardian, sister or brother. Major
corrections of the record as fo his surname, sex, date and place of birth may be made
by the state registrar, the register of deeds or city health officer only upon filing his
affidavit setting forth the corrections to be made and the reasons therefor. All
corrections shall be made in red ink on the original record without erasures. On the
margin of the record the officer shall make date and sign the following notation: The
corrections entered in red ink on the adjoining birth record were made this .... day of
oss+ 19.. by me and are based on (a supplementary report or an affidavit).

. : Signed .... ....
State Registrar, City Health Officer or Register of Deeds.
The state registrar, city health officer or the register of deeds to whom such requests
are made shall promptly notify each other of the corrections which have been made;
and the other shall make and sign the same corrections and notation in red ink on his
records. Affidavits upon which corrections are based shall be permanently filed with the
state registrar. [1943 c. 503 s. 62]

69.34 Stillbirths. The certificate of stillbirth shall contain such items as the state
board of health determines are necessary. The funeral director or person acting as such
shall be responsible for filing the certificate before obtaining a burial permit, and shall
have the items pertaining to the ecause and conditions of the stillbirth filled in and signed
by the physician or other person attending the birth. In case the birth was unattended,
the loeal registrar or the coroner shall state over his signature such facts as can be
ascertained about the birth in the space so provided. [1941 e. 179; 1943 ¢. 508 5. 37]

69.35 Standard death certificate. The certificate of death shall contain such items
ag the state board of health may determine are necessary and shall agree in the main with
the standard form recommended by the United States census buveau. [1841 ¢, 179; 1943
c. 503 s. 38]

69.36 Death particulars, authentication. The personal and statistical particulars
shall be authenticated by the signature of the informant who may be any competent
person acquainted with the facts. [1943 ¢. 503 s. 59]

69.37 Signature of undertaker or funeral director, The statement of faets relating
to the disposition of the body shall be signed by the undertaker or the funeral director
or by the person acting as such undertaker or director. [1943 ¢. 503 s. 40]

69.38 Physician’s certificate, causes of death. (1) The certificate of death shall be
made and signed by the physician last in attendance on the deceased and shall specify the
time in attendance, the time he last saw the deceased alive, and the hour and the day at
which death occurred.

(2) He shall state the causes of death so as to show the course of disease or sequence
of causes resulting in death, and the duration of each.

(3) Indefinite and unsatisfactory terms indicating only symptoms of disease or eondi-
tions resulting from diseases are not sufficient for issuing a burial or removal permit and
any certificate containing only such terms shall be returned to the physician for correction
and definition. .

(4) Causes of death which may be the result of either disease or violence shall be care-
fully defined, and, if from violence, its nature shall be stated, and whether accidental,
suieidal, or homicidal.

(5) In case of deaths In hospitals, institutions, or away from home, the physician
shall furnish the information required under this head and shall state where, in his
opinion, the disease was contracted.

(6) And the ecause of death and all other facts required shall in all eases be stated in
aceordance with the rules and regulations of the state registrar. [1943 e. 503 s. 41]

69.39 Death without physician. In case of death without the attendance of a
physician, or if the certificate of the attending physician eannot be obtained early enough
for the purpose, any physician employed for the purpose shall upon the request of the
local registrar or his deputy, make such certificate as is required of the attending physi-
cian. [1943 ¢, 503 s. 42]

Note: ILocal registrar of vital statistics gating cause of death is part of burial ex-
has no authority to employ physician to in- penses and cannot be paid by local registrar.
vestigate cause of death where deceagsed ©Only fee authorized to be paid from public
had no attending physician or attending funds is sum of 25 cents for making and fil-
physician cannot be reached in time. Under ing death certificate pursuant to 69.54 (1),
69.37 and 69.31, Stats. 1939, cost of investi- Stats. 1939. 29 Atty. Gen. 470.
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69.40 T.ocal registrar to report death, when. When a physician cannot be obtained
early enough and only in such case, the local registrar is authorized to insert the facts
relative to the cause of death, from the statements of relatives or other competent persons,
and the permit for burial shall be issned upon such information. [1943 c. 503 s. 43]

69.41 Coroner’s certificate. Any coroner who holds an inquest on the body of
any deceased person required for a burial permit, shall state in his certificate the nature
of the disease, or the manner of death, and if from external causes or violence whether
“probably” accidental, suicidal or homicidal, as determined by the inquest; and shall
furnish such information as may be required by the state registrar to classify the death.
[1943 c. 503 s. 44]

69.42 Burial and removal permits, withholding, If any certificate of death or
stillbirth is incomplete or unsatisfactory, it shall be the local registrar’s duty to call
attention to the defects in the return and withhold issuing the burial or removal permit,
until the necessary information is obtained or a satisfactory record furnished. [1943 ec.
503 s. 23]

69.43 Deaths from communicable disease. In case the death oceurred from some
disease that is held by the state board of health to be communicable and dangerous to the
public health, no permit for the removal or other disposition of the corpse shall be
granted by the registrar except under the conditions preseribed by the state board of
health, [1948 ¢. 503 s. 24]

69.44 Dispositions of dead; permit requisite. The body of any person whose death
oceurs in this state shall not be interred, deposited in a vault or tomb, cremated, or
otherwise disposed of, until a permit for burial or removal is issued, and no burial or
removal permit shall be issued until a complete and satisfactory certificate of the death
has been filed as herein provided. [1933 e. 109; 1943 ¢, 503 s. 36]

69.45 TFuneral director’s duties as to certificate and permit. (1) The funeral
director, or person acting as funeral director, shall be responsible for obtaining and
filing the certificate of death with the registrar and securing from him a burial or removal
permit prior to any disposition of the body.

(2) He shall obtain the personal and statistical particulars required from the person
best qualified to supply them over the signature and address of his informant. He shall
then present the certificate to the attending physician or other person authorized- by law
to fill out the medical certificate of the cause of death and other particulars necessary to
complete the record, as specified in sections 69.35 to 69.41. He shall then state the facts
required relative to the date and place of burial over his signature and his address, and
present the eompleted certificate to the registrar who shall then issue a burial or removal

ermit, )
P (3) The undertaker shall deliver the burial permit to the sexton or person in charge of
the place of burial before interring the body, or attach the removal permit to the box con-
taining the corpse, when shipped by any transportation company, to accompany the same
to destination. [1943 e. 503 s. 45] .
69.46 [Repealed by 1943 ¢. 503 5. 50]

69.46 Burial within district, wording of permit. If the interment or other dispo-
sition of the body is to be made in the registration district in which the death occurred,
the wording of the burial permit may be limited to a statement by the registrar over his
signature, that a satisfactory certificate of death having been filed with him as required
by law, permission is granted to inter, remove, or otherwise dispose of the body of the
deceased, stating the name, age, sex, cause of death and other necessary details upon the
form preseribed by the state registrar. [1943 ¢. 503 s. 46]

69.47 [Repealed by 1943 ¢. 503 s. 50

69.47 Burial elsewhere; certificate copy. In case the interment or other disposi-
tion of the body is to be made in some registration distriet other than that in which death
oceurred, a complete copy of the certificate of death issued by the authorities where the
death oceurred or the certificate of removal issued when shipped by any transportation
company, shall be accepted as a burial permit for the interment of the body. [1943 ¢. 503
s, 47

69.48 [Repealed by 1943 ¢. 503 s. 48]

69.48 Sexton’s duties. (1) No sexton or person in charge of any premises in which
interments or cremations are made shall inter or cremate or permit the interment or ere-
mation of any body unless it is accompanied by a burial permit as provided in sections
69.45 and 69.46 or by the certificate provided for in section 69.47.

(2) He shall indorse upon the permit the date of the interment, over his signature, and
shall retain all such permits as the part of his record.
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(3) He shall keep a record of all interments made in the premises under his charge,
stating the name of the deceased person, place of death, date of burial, and name and
address of the funeral director. [1943 e. 503 s. 49] ‘

69.49 Marriage certificates. Hxcept as specifically provided otherwise in this ehap-
ter, the forms, contents, execution, returns, delivery, transmission, filing and recording of
marriage certificates shall be as provided in chapter 245. {1943 ¢. 503 s, 51]

69.50 Correction of marriage records, The cireuit court of any county in which
any marriage is legally recorded shall make an order correcting such record on proof
being made to the satisfaction of the court that the record is incorrect in any particular.
The officer in charge of such records shall record the order or a copy certified by the elerk
under the seal of the court, and such record shall have the same effect as the record of
marriage duly returned by the proper person. [1943 c. 503 s. 60]

69.51 [Renumbered 69.52 (2) by 1943 c. 503 s. 53]

69.52 Divorce statistics. (1) The clerk of every court having jurisdietion of divorce
preceedings shall, within 30 days after January 1 of each year, return to the state regis-
trar of vital statistics upon the blanks provided for that purpose, statistics relative to
each action for annulment of mamag’e or divoree brought or acted upon in said eourt
during the preceding year.

(2) Said record shall contain the following items: The record number, full name, age,
color and occupation of plaintiff and defendant, date and place of marriage, residence
of each at time of marriage and at time action was brought, date of separation, date of
filing the action, the alleged causes for annulment or divorce, kind of relief prayed for,
manner of service of summons, whether or not the action was contested, date and nature
of decree, final disposition of case; whether alimony was asked and granted, number of
children by the marriage, number of children affected by the decree and such other infor-
mation as the state registrar shall determine is necessary and useful to a proper study of
divorces in this state.

(3) The state registrar shall biennially prepare from said refurns, abstracts and
tabular statements of the facts relating to divorce in each county, and embody them,
with the necessary analysis, in the regular biennial report of the state board of health
and vital statistics. [1943 ¢. 503 s. 53]

69.53 Industrial illness and diseases. (1) Every person licensed to practice medi-
cine and surgery in this state attending on or called in to visit a patient whom he believes
to be suffering from poisoning from lead, phosphorus, arsenic or mercury or their com-
pounds, or from compressed air illness, contracted as a result of the nature of the patient’s
employment, shall send to the state board of health a notice, stating the name and full
postal address and place of employment of the patient and the disease from which the
patient is suffering.

(2) If any person licensed o practice medicine and surgery fails to comply with this
section, he shall be liable to a fine not exceeding. $10.

(3) The industrial commission shall enforce this section, and it may call upon the state
and local boards of health for assistance. [1943 c. 503 s. 52] :

69.54 [Renumbered 69.26 by 1943 ¢, 503 s. 55]

69.55 DPenalties for violating this chapter. Any person who shall wilfully violate
any of the provisions of chapter 69, or who shall neglect or refuse to perform any duty or
do any act imposed upon him as required by said chapter, or who shall negleet or refuse
to make any certificate required by said sections to be made, or falsely make any such
certificate, or knowingly make any false statement in any such certificate, or who shall
alter any certificate or report provided for as required by said chapter shall be punished
by a fine of not less than $20 or more than $200 for each offense, or by imprisonment in
the county jail for a period of not less than 30 days or more than 60 days, or by both such
fine and imprisonment. [1943 ¢. 503 s. 72]

69.56 [(1) rn. 69.21 (1); (2) and (3) r. by 1943 ¢c. 508 s. 57, 574]

69.57 [Repealed by 1943 c. 503 s. 58]

69.58 [Renumbered 69.15 by 1943 ¢. 503 s. 59]

69.59 [Renumbered 69.50 by 1943 c. 503 5. 60]

69.60 [Renumbered 69.33 by 1943 c. 503 s. 61; 1943 ¢. 552 s. 15]

69.605 [Repealed by 1939 ¢. 524 s. 1]



