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149.01 Committee. (1) The state board of health shall appoint a committee on 
nursing education to consist of the state health officer, the director of nursing education, 
2 from the state nurses' association, 2 from the state league of nursing educatjon, one from 
the state hospital association, one from the ,Visconsin conference of the catholic hospital 
association, one from the stat.e medical society, and one from the public health nursing 
bureau of the state board of health. Each of such organizations shall submit a list of 
5 names from which the representatives shall be selected to serve for a term of 2 years 
and until their successors have been appointed. 

(2) The director of nursing education shall act as secretary. Five memhers shall 
be a quorum. Special meetings may be calle$l hy the chairman or secretary or upon 
the written request of 2 members. The members shall be reimbursed actual necessary 
expenses and receive $8 for each dayengagec1. . 

(3) The state board of health shall refer to the committee questions regarding nursing 
education for investigation, recommendation or other action. 

(4) The committee shall maintain standards for and supervise schools for nurses and 
schools for attendants licensed umler section 149.065, and place them on the accredited 
list on application and proof of qualification; make a study of nursing education and 
initiate rules, regulations and policies to improve it, and make rules and regulation;; 
for. the administration of this chapter. 

(5) The committee in its discretion may promote the professional education of grad
nate nurses registered in Wisconsin, through creation of scholarships available to such 
g'raduate nurses, by foundation of professorships in nursing courses in Wisconsin colleges 
and universities, by conducting educational meetings, seminars, lectures, c1emonstrations 
and the like open to registered nurses, by publication and dissemination of technical 
information, 01' by other similar activities designed to improve the standards of the 
nursing profession in this state. For the execution of its functions under this subsection 
the committee may recommend the use of such' portion of the fund created by section 
20.43 (3a) as it deems necessary. [1941 c. 132 j 1943 C. 63, 304j 1945 C. 2<12] 

Notel Committee on nursing education ap- Under (4) committee on nursing' educa-
pointed by state board of health can make tion has power to accredit schools for nurses 
rules whereby accredited training schools and in proper case may remove school from 
must require of student nurses that they accredited list after giving school hearing. 
have high school education or its equivalent. 26 Atty. Gen. 400. 
19 Atty. Gen. 252. 

149.02 Director. The state board of health shall appoint, upon nomination of 
the committee on nursing education, a state director of nursing education, fix her salary, 
and prescribe her duties and provide clerical service. Such director shall have at least 
the following minimum qualifications: 

(1) A citizen of the United States. 
(2) A graduate of a recognized college or university. 
(3) A registered nurse. 
(4) Five years' experience as an executive of a school of, nursing of not less than 

thirty-five nurses .. [1941 c. 132] 

149.03 Examiners. The state board of health shall appoint, upon nomination of the 
committee on nursing education, a board of examiners for nurses to consist of the director 
of nursing education, who shall act as secretary, and 4 registered nurses of not less than 
3 years' experience in nursing. The original terms shall he 2 for 2 years, and 2 for 3 years 
from September 1, 1921. Thereafter the term of each shall be 3 years and until their 
successors have been appointed. Members shall 1)e reimbnrsed actual and necessary ex
penses and receive $8 for each day engaged. [1941 c. 132 j 1943 C. 63] 
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149.04 Application. A nurse who is a citizen 01' who has legally declitred her inten
tion to become a citizen and of good moral character, who has graduated from a high 
school or its equivalent as determined by the committee on nursing education, who holds 
a diploma of graduation from an accredited school of nursing giving' a course of not less 
than 3 years, or who will complete a. full course in an accredited school for nurses within 
4 months following the date of application, may apply to the state board of health for 
registration as a registered nurse, and upon payment of $10 shall be entitled to exami
nation. [1941 c. 132/1943 c. 63/ 1947 c. 450, 483] 

149.045 Prerequisites for examina.tion as licensed attendants. A citizen or an alien 
who has legally declared her intention to become a citizen, who is at least 18 years of 
age, of good moral character, who has completed 2 years of high school or its equivalent 
as determined by the committee on nursing education, and who has completed the work 
prescribed by an accredited school for attendants approved by that committee, which 
school shall be connected with a reputable hospital having an averag'e daily census of at 
least 40 patients during the year preceding establishment of such school, and providing 
hospital facilities for the care of medical, surgical and obstetrical cases, may apply to 
the state board of health for registration as a. licensed attendant, and upon the payment 
of $5 shall be entitled to take an examination for such purpose. Any school for licensed 
attendants, in order to be accredited, must offer a course of not less than 9 nor more than 
12 months. 'The committee on nursing education may, in its discretion, waive the require
llIent of attendance ilt such a school when it deems the applicant to have had equivalent 
training. [1943 c. 304,' 1947 c. 450] 

149.05 Examination. The hoard of examiners for nurses shall prepare written 
questions and prescribe rules and regulations, subject to the appl'oval of the committee on 
nursing education, for conducting examinations, and the preservation of the examination 
papers for two years. Examinations shall be held at least twice a year at times and places 
designated by the state board of health, and at least thirty days' public notice shall be 
given. 

Note, Under 149.05 and 149.055, examina- the approval of the committee on nursing 
tion cluestions prepared by the board of ex- education. 34 Atty. Gen. 284. 
aminers for nurses are not required to have 

149.055 Examination for licensing attendants. The board of examiners for nurses 
shall also prepare written questions and pl'escribe rules and regulations, subject to the 
approval of the committee on nursing education, for tlle examination of those desirous of 
becoming licensed attendants, and the examination papers of all such applicants shall be 
preserved fOl' 2 years. Examinations shall be held at least twice annually at times and 
places designated by the stat.e board of health, and at least 30 days' public notice shall be 
given of each such examination. [1943 c. 304J 

149.06 Certificate. (1) One complying with the provisions of this chapter relating 
to applicants for registration as nurses and passing a satisfactory examination shall re
ceive a certificate of registration. The holder of such a certificate of another stat.e shall 
be granted a certillcate without examination if her credentials of general and professional 
educational qualifications are equivalent to those required in 'Visconsin during the same 
period. The committee on nursing education shall evaluate the credentials and determine 
the equivalency in each such case. 

(2) The certificate shall be issued by the secretary of the state boarel of health and co un
tel'signed by the secretary of the board of examiners. The recipient shall. within thirty 
days, record the certificate with the county clerk of her l'esirlence, The holder of, such 
certificate is a "registered nurse" and may append "R. N." to her name. 

(3) A registered nurse actually practicing shall annually during January file with the 
state board of health on furnished blanks a statement giving' hel' name, residence and such 
other facts as the board require, with a re-registration fee of two dollars. 

(4) No pel'son shall practice or attempt to pl'actice, as a registereel, trained, certified 
or graduate llurse without a certificate, nor use the title, letters, or anything else to indi
cate that she is a registered, trained, certified or graduate nurse. [1941 c. 132j 1943 c. 
304) 480; 1943 c. 553 s. 2.9] 

Note, Subsection (4) and 149.10 do not 
prohibit anyone from practicing as a nurse, 
but merely from practicing as a registered, 
trained, certified or graduate nurse without 
a registration certificate. Nickley v. Eisen
berg, 206 W 265, 239 NW 426. 

Registered nurse of another .state may 
'act as practical nurse but may not employ 
letters uR. N." 24 Atty. Gen. 563. 

Chapter 149, which prohibits nurse from 
holding herself out as reg!stered nurse and 

practicing as such without certificate of 
registration, does not specifically provide 
any penalty for hospital authorities who 
knowingly hire nurse who has no such cer
tificate and permit her to practice as regis
tered nurse; but they may nevertheless be 
guilty of aiding and abetting violation 
thereof under such facts; they may also be 
guilty of common law conspiracy to vl"late 
chapter 149 under provisions of 348.40 .. 30 
Atty. Gen. 95. 
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Person employed as anaesthetist in hos- hold herself out as being registered, gradu· 
pital is not required to be registered nurse ate, certified or trained nurse and practice 
under chapter 149, so long as she does not as such. 30 Atty. Gen. 246. 

149.065 License of attendant. (1) On complying with the provisions of this chap
ter relating to applicants for licensure as attendants, and passing a satisfactory examina
tion, the applicant shall receive a license as a licensed attendant, which license shall be 
issued by the secretary of the state board of health and countersigned by the secretary of 
the board of examiners for nurses. The holder of such license is a "licensed attendant", 
and may append the letters "L. A." to her name. The committee on nursing education 
may revoke the license of a licensed attendant pursuant t.o section 149.07. 

(2) A licensed attendant actually practicing shall file each January with the state 
board of health, on blanks furnished by that board, a statement. giving her name, resi
dence and such other facts as the board may require, accompanied by a re-registration fee 
of $1. 

(3) No person shall practice 01' attempt to practice as a licensed attendant wit.hout 
a license, nor use the title 01' letters "Licensed Attendant", "L. A.", "Trained Attendant.", 
or "T. A.", nor otherwise seek to indicate that she is a licensed attendant; nor shall a 
licensed att~Jl1dant use the title, or otherwise seek to act as a registered, trained, certified 
or graduate nurse. Anyone violating any provision of this section shall be subject to 
the penalties prescribed by section 149.12. 

(4) An attendant licensed under the provisions of this section may perform simple 
procedures in the physical care of the patient, snd may perform only such other proce
dures as may be directed by the attending physician. 

(5) The board may license without examination any person who has been registered 
as a licensed attendant in another state which, in the opinion of the board, maintains 
standards at least equivalent to those of this state for licensed attendants. The fee for 
licensing without examination under this section shall be $5. [1943 c. 304; 1947 c. 450] 

149.07 Revocation. The committee on nursing education may revoke a certificate 
of registration of any nurse who has been convicted of unprofessional or dishonorable con
duct, or shown to be grossly incompetent, or if the certificate was obtained through errol' 
or fraud, upon notice in writing, specifying the charges, and time of hearing, not less than 
five days after service of the notice, and after hearing at which she shall have opportunity 
to produce testimony. A certificate revoked for gross incompetency, may, after one year, 
upon application be regranted in the discretion of the committee. 

149.08 Permit. Graduate nurses not registered in "Wisconsin Rl~d who graduated 
from accredited schools in other states and who are actually practicing, must have a per
mit from the state board of health, for which $2 shall be charged, to practice until she ~an 
qualify for registration. [1941 c. 132; 1943 c. 63, 169,' 1947 c. 483] 

149.09 Public health nurses. (1) The qualifications of all public health nurses 01' 

instructors hereafter entering such employment and not under direct supervision of a resi
dent certified public health nurse, shall be determined by a committee of three examiners, 
one selected by the state board of health, one by the board of examiners for nurses, and 
one by the state superintendent of public instruction. 

(2) Candidates recommended by the committee of examiners shall be certified by the 
state board of health to the local appointing body upon request, and appointment shall bE' 
made from the certified list. 

(3) Public health nurses or instructors not working' under direct supervision of" a 
resident certified public health nurse shall make a written report monthly in triplicate, one 
copy to the employing board, one to the local directing committee or offieer, and one to 
the state board of health, showing the work done. The state board of health through its 
bureau of public health nursing shall examine the report and make recommendations for 
the improvement and the development of the nursing service. 

(4) The state board of health shall prescribe forms or appliances, and notify the 
nurses where they can be purchased. 

(5) This section shall not apply to cities of the first class. [1931 c. 174] 

149.10 Exceptions. This chapter shall not be construed to affect nursing by friend~, 
members of the family 01' person not graduated from an accredited training school, nor he 
construed to interfere with members of religions communities or orders having charge of 
hospitals 01' taking care of the sick in their homes, except that they shall not assume to be 
registered, trained, certified or graduate nurses. 

149.11 Administration. The state board of health shall enforce this chapter and 
cause the prosecution of persons violating it. It shall keep a register of the names and 
addresses of registered nurses and licensed attendants which shall be open to the public 
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at reasonable times, a record of applications, and a detailed account of money received. 
The secretary shall make to the governor annual report of its proceedings under this 
chapter, including an itemized account of money received. [1943 c. 304] 

149.12 Penalty. Any person violating this chapter shall be fined for each offense 
not less than ten nor more than fifty dollars. 
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