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l'ITLE II. 
Elections. 

CHAPTER 5. 
NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE. 
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5.012 General election laws applicable; re- 5.24 Spring primary; when required. 

count.. 5.245 Primary in commission cities. 
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5.03 September primary. 5.26 Returns and canvass; spring primary. 
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5.05 Nomination papers, September primary. nomination; spring primaries. 
5.08 Certification of names for ballot. 5.27 Nomination in towns and villag'es. 
5.11 Preparation of ballots. 5.29 Pri,mary for special election. 
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5.14 Use of ballot. . to accept. 
5.15 Canvass of primary votes. 5.35 Party committees in counties, cities 
5.16 State canvass. and precincts. 
5.17 Determination of nominations made at 5.36 Platform convention; state central 

primaries. committee; presidential electors. 
5.18 Declining nominations; vacancies after 5.37 Delegates to national conventions. 

nomination. 5.38 Nomination papers for delegates. 
5.19 Independent nominations. 5.39 Ballot for delegates. 
5.21 Tie votes. 5.40 Election forms. 

5.01 Definitions. In Title II, ELECTIONS, unless inconsistent with the context: 
(1) "Primary" means a primary election. 
(2) "September primary" means the primary held the second Tuesday in September 

to nominate candidates to be voted for at the general election. . 
(3) "Spring· primary" means the nonpartisan primary held in March to nominate 

candidates to be voted for at the spring election. . 
(4) "General election" means the election held the Tuesday after the first Monday in 

November. 
(5) "Spring election" means the election held the first Tuesday in April. 
(6) "Special election" 01' "special primary" means any election or primary other 

than those defined above. 
(7) "Precinct" means an area within which all electors vote at one polling place. 

History: 1951 c. 455. 

5.011 Construction of Title II. Title II shall be construed so as to give effect to 
the will of the electors, if that can be ascertained from the proceedings, notwithstanding 
informality or failure to comply with some of its provisions. 

History: 1951 c. 455. time which the legislature has designated in 
In a case properly calling for the con- 5.05 (1) for the filing of nomination papers 

struction of a statute regulating elections, would be to amend the latter statute, not to 
the rule of liberal construction may be ap- construe it. State ex reI Stearns v. Zimmer
plicable, but for the court to enlarge the man, 257 W 443, 43 NW (2d) 681. 

5.012 General election laws applicable; recount. (1) Except as otherwise specially 
provided all the provisions of chapter 6 of the statutes, relating to the qualification or 
registration of electors, notices of or pertaining to elections, poll lists, party challengers 
and challenges, officers and their duties, hours when the polls are to be opened and closed, 
canvass and return of votes, the solicitation of voters at. the polls or to any other step 01' 

proceedings in preparation for or in the conduct of elections, are applicable to primaries 
in so far as they are consistent with this chapter. 

(2) The provisions of section 6.66, shall apply to primaries except that the notices to 
candidates shall be served on opposing candidates for the same party nomination only. 

History: 1951 c. 455. 

5.02 Methods of nomination. Candidates for elective offices shall be nominated 
only according' to the provisions of this chapter. 

History: 1951 c. 455. 

[5.025 Stats. 1949 1'enmnbM'ed section 5.24 (1) (a) (b) by 1951 c. 455] 

5.03 September primary. The September primary shall be held at the regular 
polling' place in each precinct on the second Tuesday of September of each even
numbered year for the nomination of all candidates to be voted for at the next general 
election. 

History: 1951 c. 455. 

5.04 Notice of primaries.' (1) At least 60 days before the time of holding' snch 
September primary, the secretary of state shall prepare and transmit to each county 
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olork, a notice in writing designating the offices for which candidates are to be nominated 
at such primary. 

(2) Upon receipt of such notice the (jounty clerk shall immediately prepare under his 
hand and official seal a similar notice containing so much of the notice received from the 
secretary of state as may be applicable to his county. He shall also specify the county' 
offices for which candidates are to be nominated at such primary, and, within 10 days, 
publish said notice onca each week for 4 consecutive weeks, as provided in section 6.82. 
In all counties having' a population of 500,000 01' more such notice shall be pUblished 
once each week for 2 consecutive weeks as provided in section 6.82. 

(3) Not later than the fifteenth day of August the county clerk shall cause to be printed 
on heavy paper, suitable for posting, copies of the notice thus prepared and immediately 
forward to each city, village, and town clerk within his count;J{ a sufficient number of copies 
for the purposes hereinafter specified. At the bottom of such notice shall be printed a 
form to be executed by the local clerk specifying the place where the primary will be held 
and the hours at which the polls will be opened and closed in the precinct in which such 
notices are posted. Within 10 days after receipt the city, village 01' town clerk shall com
plete such notices and cause them to be posted in 5 conspicuous places in each election dis
trict or precinct, and either file 01' post another copy in his office. At the request of the city 
clerk police officers shall post said notices as he shall direct. It shall be the duty of the 
town, city 01' village clerk to see that such notices are received and. correctly posted. 

(4) The city clerk of any city holding a primary to select nonpartisan candidates for 
city offices shall cause a similar notice thereof to be published once, and to be posted in 
3 public places in each precinct therein, not more than 20 nor less than 10 days before 
such primary. 

(5) Subsections (3) and (4~ shall not l)e applicable in any city, village or town where 
publication of such notices is made as provided in 6.82 (2). 

History: 1951 c. 455. 

5.05 Nomination papers, September primary. (1) No candidate's name may be 
printed upon an official ballot used at any September primary unless not later than 5 
p. m. central standard time on the second Tuesday of July of the year in which such 
primary is to be held a nomination paper has been filed in his behalf as provided in this 
chapter, with substantially the following wohling printed at the top of each sheet: 

"I, the undersigned, a qualified elector of (the .... precinct of the town of .... ) or 
(the .... ward of the city of .... ), county of .. .. and state of -Wisconsin, and a mem-
ber of the .... party, hereby nominate .... (include both given and surname), who re-
sides ( at No. • ... , on .... street, city of .... ) or (in the town of .... ), in the county 
of .... as a candidate for the office of (here specify the office) .... , to be voted for at 
the primary to be held on the second Tuesday in September, 19 .. , as representing the 
principles of said party, and I further declare that I intend to support the candidate 
named herein." Signatures shall not be counted unless on such sheets. 

(3) Each signer of a nomination paper shall sign but one such paper for the same 
office, and shall declare that he intends to support the candidate named therein; he shall 
add his residence, with the street and number, if any, and the date of signing. 

(4) No nomination paper' shall be circulated prior to 60 days before the date on 
which it must be filed, and no signature shall be counted unless it is upon sueh nomination 
paper and bears date within 60 days prior to the time for filing the paper. 

(5) (a) For nominations of state executive officers, United States senators, congress
men and county officers, all signers on each separate nomination paper shall reside in the 
same county. For nomination of assemblymen and senators, all signers on each separate 
nomination paper shall reside in the same district, except that if the senatorial or assem
bly district includes more than one county, then such signers shall reside in the same 
county. 

(b) The affida.vit of a qualified elector stating" his residence with street and number 
if his residence has any street and number shall be appended to each such nomination 
pa.per, stating" that he is personally acquainted with all persons who have signed the 
same, and that he knows them to be elestors of that precinct, ward, town, village, city 
01' county, as the nomination papers shall require; that he knows that they signed the 
same with full knowledge of the contents thereof and that their respective residences are 
stated therein and that each signer signed the same on the date stated opposite his name, 
and that he, the affiant, resides within the district whieh the candidate (named therein) 
will represent if elected and that he intends to support such candidate.\ Such affidavit 
may be made by the candidate or any qualified elector, but eaeh candidate shall file with 
his nomination paper 01' papers, a declaration that he will qualify as such officer if 
nominated and elected. 

(6) The basis for determining the numher of signatures -refluil'ed on nomination 
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papers shall be the party vote cast for governor at the last preceding gubel'llatol'ial elec
tion. Such nomination papers shall be signed: 

(a) If for a state-wide office, by at least one percent of the voters of the party. of 
such candidate in at least each of 6 counties in the state, and in the aggregate accordmg 
to the folowing table: 

Signa hues Signa tUl'es 
Party Vote . for Govel'llor RequiredPermissibl€ 

200,001' or more 3,000·5,000 
100,001 to 200,000 2,0003,000 

50,001 to 100,000 1,000 2,000 
1 to 50,000. . .' 500. • . 1,000 i. 

(1) .If for a 1'eprese)ltative in cong1;ess, b;V a~ least. 2 per c.ent of. the. vot!)rs ?f his 
party in at least eachofone-balf of the .countIes III the congresslOnaUlistnct, and III the 
ag'gi:egate according to the following' .table: 

Signatm'E)s Signatm:es 
Party Vote for Govel'llor, Required Permissible 

50,001 or more 1,OqO 2,000 
25,001 to 50,900 (500 1,000 
10,001 to 25,000 250. 500 

5,001 to 10,000' 100 250 
. . i to 5,000 .50 100 

(c) If for. an, office l'ePresentingl~ss than a congression;;tl clistrlct In area,. or a county 
office, anaggreg~te .nllinher ofsignat,~i'es acco~;dihg to. t~e' fiollo,~ng. table: '. 

Party Vote for (}overnor 
10,001 01' Illore 
5,001 to 10,000 
3,001 to 5,000 
1,001 to .. q,OOO 

501. to 1,000 
251 to 500 

1 to 250 

SIgnatUl'es SIgnatures 
Required Permissible 

, 'gOO 500 
200 300 
100 200 

50 100 
.25 50 

.. 10 50 
5 10 

(7) No filing officer shall accept nomination papers for any candidate to tun in mor~ 
than one party primary at the same time. 

(8) All norirination papers shall be filed as follows: 
(a) For state officers, United States senators, 1iepresentatives in congress, and those 

members of the senate and assembly Whose. districts comprise more .than one county, in the 
office of the secretary of state. 

(b) For officers to be' voted f01' wholly within one county, except representatives in 
congress, in the office of the county clerk of such county. . 

(c) For city officers, or other officers voted for exclusively within one city, in the office 
of the city clerk. '. . ; . . 

(d) When nomination papers shall be received which contain lOper cent of the total 
vote as limited in section 5.05 (6)'(a), (b). and (c), the clerk with whom such papers aJ:e 
required to be filed shall not receive 01' file furtherndminaticin papers for the candidate 
named therein. . . . 

(9) All nomination papers in the custody of 'any official under the provisions of this 
section shall, 4 nionthsafter the day of the primary at which the hOminees sought to be 
named by such nomination papers have been votedfoi', be destroyed, by the official having 
such custody. Such papers as are matel'ial to any investigation or litigation then pend· 
ing shall not be destroyed, however; until the final determinatioil of sncp iuvestigatiou 
01' litigation. . . . 

History: 1951 c. 279, 455, 734. 
A candidate did not file his nomiriatiori the' secretary of state as not being. filed 

papers in the office of the secretary of state, within .the time designated.' The. time limit 
or present them for filing, until after 5 p.m. 'set by the legislature for the filing of noin
central standard. time on the .last day al- ination papers must be strictly observed·. 
lowed for filing them, or arrive at such office State ex reI. Stearns .v. Zimmerman; 257 W 
in time for filing them at or before 5 p.ln. on 443, 43 NW (2d) 681. 
such date. They were correctly rejected by 

[5.06 Stats. 1949 repealed by 1951 o. 455] 

[5.07 (1) to (4) Stats. 1949 1'enmnbefed sectio?~ 5.05 (8) (a) to (d); 5.07 (5) 1'(11tU1n

bered section 5.05 (9) by 1951 c. 455] 
5.08 Certification of names for ballot. (1) The secretai'y of state shall transmit 

to each county clerk not later than the fOUl'th Tuesday in July a certified list containing 
the name, given and surname, residence and post-office address of each person for whom 
nomination papers have been filed in his office, and entitled to be voted for at the Sep-
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tember primary, together with a designation of the office for wbich he is a candidate, 
and the party or principle he represents; such lists shall designate the order in which the 
names of the candidates shall be printed upon the primary ballot in each assembly dis~ 
trict. ' 

(2) (a) For the purpose of determining' the order in which the names of candidates 
for each state office shall be placed upon the primary ballot, the secretary of state shall 
number the assembly districts in the state consecutively, fron1011e to 100, in the order 
of their population according to the last preceding published census, ])eginiting with the 
district having the largest population,which shall be nlull,bered one. " 

(b) In determining the order in which the names of candidates for i'epreseittatives in 
congress, and state senators in distriCts comprising more than, one. county, shall be placed 
upon the primary ballot, the secretary of, state shall numbe:!; the as::;embly districts and 
parts of districts in each congressional or senatorial district from oneupward,acc.ording 
topopulation,as aforesaid. " , , '", 

(c) In determining the order in which the names of candidates for lllembers of assem
bly, in districts compl'ising more than one county, shall be placed upon the primary ballot, 
the secretary of state shallnum])er the counties in each asselnbly district fi'om oll,e upward, 
according to population, as aforesaid. ' , " ',' ','" iii. 

i (3) (a) The secretary of, state shall ai'range theSUl'namcsof allcandidaii;lS for each 
office alphabetically for t4e first assembly district; thereafter for each s\lcceeding district, 
the name appearing first for each office in the last pi'eceding district shall 'be placed last. 

(b) He shall arrange the surname~ of all candidatesformeU).bei; of assembly alpha
betically , for' the, first county' in each' assembly district;' thereafter for each succeeding 
county, the name appearing fi~'st in the last preceding (lounty shan be placed' last. 

i( 4) : Such clerk, shall fprthwith ilpon r!lceipt thereof PlIblish undei' the propel' party 
designation, the title of eacho1fice, the nafuesand adcl.ressesof , all' persons fot i whom 
noinination papers have' been med, giving thellaU).e, includillg given ,alid surname, and 
address of each,the date of the plimal'y, the hours dliring which the polls will be ,opened, 
and state that the primary wiU be held at the regillar polling-places in each precinct. The 
caption shall be set in 12 point bold face caps and the body of the notice in 8 ;point type 
of which the party headings shall be in caps and the names qf the several, offices in bolCl 
face type as set forth in the model forll1,}lrinted in appen,dix to election laws. The col
umns shall not excel!d 2;~ inches in width. The fee for such publication shall be }laid for 
by the square as defined in section 370.01. ", ',," .. .. 

(5) .It sha;U be theduty'of the county clerk to publish such notice once each week for 
2 ,consecutive week~ pJ;ior to said primary. ' 

, iIistOITI ' 1951 c. 261, ';155 • 
. ',. ,". ' , 

[t;.10Statp.1949, 1'epeale(lby 1951c. 455] 

5.11 Preparation of, ballots. ,(1) Imll1ediately upon ree~ipt of' the, certification of 
names fl;om the secreta:l'Y of, state, ' each ,colmty' clerkl;lhallW'ePIIl'ecopy .for the official 
ballots. The clerk'shallplacetheteon, under the api)l'OPI'~(ltetitle of each offi(le an,d party 
designation; the names of all candidates to be vote,a for in, his cOllnty. The names cer
tifi~d by the secretary of state shall be arranged in the order inwhi,chthey were certified. 

(2) For the Pl~'pose of determining-the order in which the,nallJ,es o.l'"cio,didates for 
each office for .whom ilOmhiat!on papers 1mve 1Jeen filed in the office of the (lOlmty clerk 
shall,be placed on thl;) prim(lry ])allot~ the county clerk shaH prepare a list of the election 
precincts of his, county. , Such lists shall be, p,repar,ed lJy al'~'angillg the i valrious .. tpwns, cities 
andviUagesofthe county in alphabetical order, and, the wards, or pi'ecincts,o~,eil()4 city, 
village or town in numerical order under the name of such city, village 01' town. The' pre
cincts in each assembly district within the COlmty shall be aUlInged in, thesUllle malineI'. 

, (3) The county elerkshall arrange the surnames of all cancl\dates for ea,ch o1nce for 
whom ,nomination papexs have been filed, in his office lllpha]Jetically .l'o;r the, first precinct,in 
the list ;thereaftel' :eor each succeedilig' precinct; the pame lIPpealing fil'st :eor eu,ch office 
in the last preceding precinct shall be placed last. 

(5) ,The county clerk shall, have official and pample ballots printed in substantially 
the annexed' fOl;m. Sample hallots shall be prhlted on colored paper and may be printed 
without blank indorsement and certificate. The number of ballots shall be the, same, both 
as to official and sample ballots, as provided in section 6.26 (1) and (2). The ballots shall 
be in his possession 3 weeks before the primary and he l;lhall distribute them hnlllediately 
to the local clerks. 

History: 1951 c, 455. 

[5.12 Stats. 1949 1'enumbB1'ecl sectiol~ 5.13 (4) by 1951 o. 455] 
5,13 Primary ballot; party ticket." (1) At all primaries there shall be an Austra

lian ballot made up of :the several party tickets, all of which shall be securely fastened 
together at tl19 bottom and folded and there shall be as many separate tickets as there are 
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parties entitled to participate in said primary election. The party ticket of thepal·ty 
which had the greatest number of votes cast at the preceding general election for gover
nor shall be the topmost ticket of the ballot, the other party tickets to follow in their 
order in accordance with the number of votes cast in each respective party at such pre
ceding election for governor. 

(2) Any recognized political party, which at the last preceding general election was 
represented on the official ballot by regular party candidates, shall have a sepa.rate pri
mary ticket and party column at the next primary and general elections, respectively, if 
any of its state-wide candidates received one per cent of the total. vote cast for the office 
for which he was a candidate. Any other political organization, which at the last preced
ing general election was represented on the official ballot by independent candidates, shall 
have a separate primary ticket and party column at the next prima.ry and general elec
tions, respectively, if any of its state-wide candidates received one pel' cent of the total 
vote cast for the office for which he was a candidate. The chairman and secretary of 
such new organization shall certify to the secretary of state the name of such party, 
which shall not duplicate the name of any other party. 

(3) Any political organization which files with the secretary of statc, not less than 
90 days before a September primary, a petition signed by electors in at least 10 counties 
equal to one-sixth of the vote cast for governor in each of the counties, 01' by one-sixth 
of the electors within any senatorial, assembly 01' congressional district, praying that 
said organization be given a pal'ty ticket at the September primary, may have a separate 
party ticket as a political Pal'ty in such district or in the state; . candidates of such party 
shall, upon complying with the provisions of law relative to nomination papers, be placed 
upon such ticket. 

(4) Every political party entitled on August 25, 1947 to have the names of its can
didates printed on the September primary and November election ballots is entitled to 
the exclusive right to the use of the name designating' it. The secretary of state shall not 
certify to the county clerk and the county clerk shall not place on any ballot prepared 
by him, the name of any person whose nomination papers designate a party name which 
comprises a combination of existing party names, or qualifying words, phrl\ses, prefixes 
01' suffixes in connection with any existing party name. . 

History: 1951 c. 274, 455, 734. 
(2) entitles Socialist party to ballot privileges on a state-wide basis for the 1950 party 

elections. 38 Atty. Gen. 513. 

[5.14 Stats. 1949 1'epealecl by 1951 c. 455] 
5.14 Use of ballot. (1) If any elector write upon his ticket the name of any per

son who is a candidate for the same office upon some other ticket than that upon which 
his name is so written, this ballot shall be counted for such person only as a candidate of 
the party upon whose ticket his name is written, and shall in no case be counted for such 
person as a candidate upon any other ticket. 

(2) In case the person is nominated upon more than one ticket he shall forthwith' file 
with the propel' officer, 01' officers in charge of the preparation of the ballots, a written 
declaration indicating' the party designation under which his name is to be printed on the 
official ballot; provided, that in case a candidate is nominated on a ticket on which his 
name is printed and also on some other ticket by having his name written thereon, he 
shall not ha:ve the right of choice but shall be held to be the nominee of the party on which 
his name is printed. 

(3) The ballots with the indorsements shall be in substantially the form heretofore 
annexed; provided, that ballots for any city primary may be varied as to the title of the 
offices to be printed thereon, so as to conform to the law under which each such primary 
is held. 

(4) The provisions of section 6.37 of the statutes, so far as applicable, shall govern 
the preparation of the ballot. 

(5) After preparing his ballot, the elector shall detach the same from the remaining 
tickets and fold it so that its face will be concealed and the printed indorsements and sig
natures 01' initials thereon seen. 

(6) The remaining' tickets attached together shall be folded in like manner by the 
elector, who shall thereupon without leaving the polling place, vote the marked ballot 
forthwith, and deposit the remaining tickets in the separate ballot box to be marked and 
designated as the blank ballot box. 

(7) Immediately after the canvass, the inspector shall, without examination, destroy· 
the tickets deposited in the blank ballot box. 

Histm'Y: 1951 c. 455. 

5.15 Canvass of primary votes. (1) The party chairman of the precinct in a 
precinct canvass, of the county in a county canvass, of the state in a state canvass, or some 
duly appointed agent to represent each party, shall be allowed to be present and observe 
the proceedings. .. 
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(2) The precinct inspectors of election shall, on blanks to be provided for that pur
pose, make full and accurate returns of the votes cast for each candidate, and shall deliver 
such I'etUl'llS to the county clerk, not later than 2 p. m. of the day after the prima~·y. 

(3) The county canvass of the retul'llS of a September primary shall be made by the 
same officers, and in the manner provided in chapter 6, of the statutes, for the canvass of 
the retul'llS of a November election. 

(4) The canvassers shall meet and canvass such returns at 9 a. m. on the Thursday 
following the September primary. Theil' returns shall contain the whole number of votes 
cast for each candidate of each political party. The returns shall be sent to the secretary 
of state on or before the second Saturday following' the primary. 

(5) The canvassers shall also make an additional duplicate return in the same form 
as provided in subsection (4), showing the votes cast for each candidate not voted for 
wholly within the limits of one county, 

(6) The county clerk shall forthwith send to the secretary of state by registered mail 
one complete copy of all returns as to such candidates. 

History: 1951 c. 455, 734. 

5.16 State canvass. The board of canvassers provided by section 6.69 to canvass 
returns of the November election shall constitute the state board of canvassers of the Sep
tember primary. The board shall make a canvass of the votes cast for candidates for 
members of the senate and assembly in districts not wholly within one county, and all of 
the provisions of sections 6.70, 6.71, 6.72 and 6.73 relating to the canvass of the retul'llS 
of the November election, shall, as far as applicable, apply to the canvass, return and 
certification to the secretary of state of such primary. Such board shall complete the can
vass not later than the third Thursday after the SeptemlJer primary. 

History: 1951 c. 455. 

5.17 Determination of nominations made at primaries. (1) If all candidates for 
nomination for anyone office voted for on any party ballot shall receive in the aggregate 5 
per cent or more of the average of the vote cast for the nominee of such party for gov
ernor at the 2 last general elections, the person receiving the greatest number of votes at 
such primary election as the candidate of such party for such office, shall be the candi
date of that party for such office, and his name shall be placed on the official ballot at 
the following election. Provided, if such person receiving the greatest number of votes 
has not filed nomination papers as provided in section 5.05 he shall not be the candidate 
of such party for such office or have his name placed on the official ballot as such unless 
he shall personally receive 3 per cent or more of the average of the votes cast for the 
nominee of such party for governor at the 2 last general elections. 

(2) If all the candidates for nomination for anyone office voted for on any party 
ballot, shall receive in the aggregate less than 5 per cent of such votes so cast at such 
last general election, no person shall be deemed to be the party nominee for such office, but 
the person receiving the gTeatest number of votes at such primary. as the candidate of 
such party for such office, shall be deemed an independent candidate fOT such pffice, and 
his name shall be placed on the official ballot in the column of individual nominations and 
he shall be denominated in such column by the word "Independent" prefixed to the propel' 
party designation. 

(3) The name of a person nominated by written-in votes at a primary shall not be 
placed on the succeeding ballot unless he files within 2 days after receiving official notire 
of his nomination, a declaration that he will qualify as such officer if elected. 

History: 1951 c. 279, 455, 

[5.18 Stats. 1949 (1) 1'enwnbe1'ed 5.26 (2)j (2) to (4) 1'elJealecl by 1951 c, 4$5] 

5.18 Declining nominations; vacancies after nomination. Any person nominated 
to office may decline the nomination by delivering to the officer with whom his certificate 
of nomination or nomination paper is filed, not less than one week after the last day on 
which nomination papers can be filed, or one week after the primary election, a declina
tion in writing signed and acknowledged by him, Upon such declination or the death of 
a nominee or upon the occurrence of a vacancy after a primary fi'om any other cause the 
vacancy may be filled by the committee representing' the nominee's party, the chaimJan 
and secretary of which' shall make and deliver to the propel' officer for filing a certificate, 
duly signed, certified and sworn· to, as required in case of original certificates, setting' 
forth the cause of the vacancy, name of the new nominee, office for which nominated, and 
such other information as is required in case of original certificates. This certificate must 
be filed within 4 days after the declination is delivered or after notice of death and shall 
have the effect of an original certificate. If such declination, death or the permanent re
moval of a nominee take place after the ballots are printed and before election, the proper 
chairman of the committee above authorized to fill vacancies may make a nomination to 
fill the vacancy, and provide the election boards with pastel's containing the name of such 
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nominee only, which shall be pasted upon each of the official ballots by the ballot clerks, 
before signing their initials thereon and delivering them to voters. If the nominee die 
after the ballots are pl'inted, and no nomination shall be made as herein pl'ovided, the 
votes ·castfor him shall be counted and returned, and if he shall l'eceive a plurality the 
vacancy shall be filled as in case of vacancies occurring by death after election. There 
CaI1 be D,O vacanC1Y in nomination prior to a party primary. 

Hisfory: 1951 c. 279, 455, 734. 

[5.19 Stats. 1949 1'enmnbe1'ecl seoNon 5.35 by 1951 o. 455] 

5.19 Independent nominations. (1) Independent nowinations may be wade for 
any office to be voted fol' at any genel'al or special election. 

(2) Such nominations shall be wade by nomination papers, containing the given ilnd 
surllilwe of the candidates, the office for which he is nominated, his business. 01' vocatioJ;l, 
l'esidence, post-office address, and the paTty or principle he represents, if any, expressed 
in not more than 5 words. 

(3) To each nomination paper shall be appended the affidaovit of an elector as pro
vided by section 5.05 (5) (b). 

(4)· Nomination papers for independent candidl;\tes for the office of govel'l1or, lieu
tenant gOV€l'l1or, secretary of state, attorney-general and state treasurer and Uilited 
States seimtor shall be signed by at least 5,000 electors; for independent candidates for 
the senate or assembly by at least 8 pel' cent and not more than 10 pel' cent of the whole 
number of electors voting in the respective district for goverllor at the last preceding gel1-
eral election; for candidates to be voted for throug'hout a county, district, or other divi
sion less than the state, by at least 3 per cent and not more than 5 per cent of the whole 
number of electors voting therein for governor at the last preceding general election. 
Except as otherwise provided in this subsection nomination papers for an independent 
candidate to be voted for throughout the state shall be signed by at least 1,000 electors. 

(5) Each elector shall sign for only one candidate for the same office, and shall add 
his residence, post-office address and the date of signing. 

(6) Such nomination papers shall be filed as follows: For candidates to be voted for 
throughout the state or any division or district embracing more than one county, in the 
office of the secretary of state and for candidates to be voted for wholly within one county, 
in the office of the county clel'k. Such nomination papel'S shall be filed not later than 5 
p. m, central standard time on the second Tuesday after the primary. 

Histol'Y: 1951 c, 46, 455, 734. 

[5.20 Stats. 1949 1'emtmbel:ecl seotion 5.36 by 1951 c. 455] 

5.21 Tie votes. In every case of a tie vote, the tie shall fOl'thwith be determined 
by lot by the canvassers. 

History: 1951 c. 455. 

[5,22 Stats. 1949 renmnbe1'ecl section 5.37 by 1951 c. 455] 

5.22 Nominations for spring election. (1) Candidates for offices to 1)e filled at 
the spring election shall be nominated by nowination papers 01' if a primal'Y is l'equired 
before the election, by nomination papers Rnd selection Rt the primal'Y. A spring pri
mary, when required, shall be held 4 weeks before the spring' election. 

(2) Except as provided in sections 5.22 to 5.27 the law relating to nomination Rt Sep. 
tember primaries shall apply to the nomination of calididates at the spring primary. 

History: 1951 c. 455. ":., 

[5.225 Stats. 1949 1'emtmb81'ecZ section 6.85 by 1951 c. 455] 

[5.23 Stats. 1949 1'enmnbe1'ecZ sectiol~ 5.38 by 1951 c. 455] 

5.23 Nomination papers; spring. primary. Nomination papers for offices to be 
filled at the spring election shall be filed not later than 5 p. m. on the last Tuesday in J an
uary. They shall conform to the requirements fQr nomination papers for independent 
candidates for the general election, except that th.e number of signers required is as fol, 
lows: For state offices, 1,000 electors; for offices in districts less th.an the state, and county 
o.tfices, (except, in both cases, judicial offices) 3 per cent of the lll.1mber of electors voting 
for governor at the last' pl'eceding general election; for judicial offices, 2 per cent of 
su:c;ll number; for city offices, 2 pel' CCl~t of the number of electors who voted for the can
didate who received the highest number of votes for such office in the lRst preceding elec
tiQJ;l, but not less than 100 signers in the case of any office to be voted for thl'Ol,lgho\lt t11e 
city. Each candidate shall file with his nomination papcl'S a cleclRl'Iltion that he will 
q1WUfy as such officer if elected. All signers on one slwet for a candidate elected by voters 
of w.ore than one county.shall reside in the same county. 

Hh;tory: 1951 c. 455. 
Nomiilation papers should be circulated as holding' of primary is conting-ent and un. 

fOl' APl'il election and not for March primary, certain. 38 Atty. Gen. 648. 
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[5.24 Stats. 1949 'rcIIWlIbe'i'ed section 5.39 by 1951 c. 455] 

5.24 Spring primary; when required. (1) CITY OFFICES. (a) ,A primary may he 
held in any city for the nomination of candidates for city office, including supervisor, if 

,90 days prior to the spring election such city either by a majority vote of, all members 
of its governing' body shall provide for, or by a, petition signed by electors or said city 
equal in number to not less than 10 per cent of the vote cast therein for governor at ,the 
last preceding general election and filed with the city clerk shall 'reqliii'e, a, In'ihial'Y 'for 
ally specific election. If the number of cahdidates for any, city office does not exceed 2 
times the number to be elected to such office, no pl'imary shall be held for such office and 
the names of such candidates shall be printed upon the official ballot for the ensuing elec
tion. If candidates for any city office have been nominated by prililary, no further can
didates shall be nominated 1JY nominatiohpapers. 

(b) Any city may by ordinance enacted pursuan:t to section 66.01 provide that when
ever 3 or more candidates file nomination papers for a city office, including supervisor, 
a primary shall be held for the nomination of candidates for such office. 

(c) AllY city of the first class may, by charter ordinance, provide for a primary to 
nominate candidates for city offices. 

(2) .MORE THAN 3 NOMINATED. If nomination papers propose 3 or mo're candidates 
for members of the county board of su:pervisors or for any elective town office, including 
constable, in towns adopting the primal'y for elective town officers as pl'ovided in section 
5.27 (4) in counties having a population of 500,000 01' more, or for any judicial office 
or for county superintendent of schools ih any county having a population of 500,000 or 
more, or propose more than twice ,as many candidates for any elective town office 1nany 
such towns or for members of the board of school directors or the board of education :as 
are to be elected in any city of any such county, or propose 3 or more candidates :for, jus
tice of the supreme court, circuit, county, superior, district, municipal,: Civil or small 
claims judge or for state superintendent of pu:blic instruction, no person's name shall be 
placed on the ballot in the spring election lmless he is nominated at the spring primary. 

Cross Reference: For spring primary in towns and villages. see 5.27. 
History: 1951 c. 455. 

5.245 Primary in commission cities. At the first primary after adopting the com
mission form of government the 2 candidates for mayor and the 4 candidates for council
men receiving the highest llllmber of votes shall be deemed nominated. At subsequent 
primaries the 2 candidates for either office receiving the highest number of votes shall be ' 
deemed nominated. The names of such nominees and no others shall be placed upon the 
ballot used at the next succeeding city election. 

History: 1951 c. 734. 

5.25 Ballots for spring primaries. (1) The given and surname of each nonparti
san candidate nominated for an office by n()mination papers, and no other, shall be printed 
under a designation of the office for which he is named on. the official ballot used at fhe 
spring primary, which ballot shall be so arranged as to permit any other person to be 
voted for by the elector. 

(2) (a) 'Except in cities of the first class, the order in which the nmbes of nortNlrtisatl 
candidates for city offices shall bepi'hUed oh the ballot at spl;ing 'piimaties shall be det~r~ . 
niined by the city clerk in the manner pi'ovidecl in section 5.11 (2) and (3) so far as siuih 
snhsectiolls are applicable. ' 

(b) In cities of the first class the order' in which the 11aines of iionpartlsilil ca:t;tdidates 
shall he IJi'inted on the ballot at spling primaries shall he determined by dra~ing; lots by 
or under the supervision of the secretary of the city election commissioil at his office, itt 
2 p. m. on the day first succeeding the last day for filing such papers. , . . ' ' 

(3) The order in which the names of candidates so i)Tesentedfor offices menti6hed 
in section 5.24 (2) are plinted on such ballots for the spring pi'imary shall be detei'mined 
by dra,\\>!ng lots at 2 p. m., on the c1ay immediately following· the last day for filing iibm
ination papers, by or under the supervision of the secretary of state at his office, in case 
of candic1ates for state-wide offices, or secretary of the county election commission at his 
office, in a case of candic1ates for a county-wic1e judicial office, or li1eillbei' of the county 
board of supervisors, and by or unc1ei' the supervision of the secretary of the city elec
tion commission at his office in a case of candidates for members of a school boatd, Ol' at 
the office of the town Clerk in case of candidates for' t01,'n office. TIre candid'ates ,£61' sMli 
office shall be designated upon the primary ballot as £01l01vs: "Foi' Circliit Judge (to 
succeed ........ , Branch Number .... )," "Fo']' Civil Judg'e (to succeed ........ , 
Branch Number .... )," "For County Judg'e," "For Membei' of the County Boatd of 
Supervisors, .... District," "For Members of the Board of' School Ditectors," "Flit 
Town Chairman," "For County Superiiltendellt of Schools," "For Town Slil)ervisot," 
et<1., as the case may he. The 2 candidates for any judicial office, 01' state snpel'illtendenj; 
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of public instruction, county superintendent of schools in counties having a population 
of 500,000 or more, member of the county board of supel'Yisors in each district and twice 
as many candidates as are to be elected for members of the board of school directors, the 
board of education or elective officers receiving the highest number of votes cast at such 
pl'imaryshall be the nominees for such office, and their names, and none other, shall he 
placed on the official ballot at the ensuing spring election. 

(4) The secretary of state shall transmit to each county clerk not later than the first 
Tuesday in February a certified list of all candidates for state offices to be voted for at 
the spring primary, and shall designate the order in which the names of the candidates 
are to be printed. 

History: 1951 c. 455. 
Under (3), secretary of election commis- quence of names of candidates on ballot. 38 

sion for Milwaukee county has duty to con- Atty. Gen. 648. 
duct the drawing" by lot to determine se-

[5.26 Stats. 1949 (1) to (6) 1'emimbo1'ocZ sectio1~ 5.19 (1) to (6) j (7) repealed j 
(8) (a) 1'enumbel'ed 5.24 (2)j (8) (b) ~'enwnbered 5.25 (3)j (8) (c) and (9) repealecl by 
1951 c. 455J 

5.26 :Return and canvass; spring primary. (1) The precinct election inspectors 
shall make retul'llS of the votes cast for each candidate at the spring primary and deliver 
such retul'lls, not later than 2 p. m. on the day following the primary to the city clerk or 
county clerk or both as provided in section 6,59. 

(2) The canvass of the retul'llS of a primary for city offices shall be made by the same 
board or body of officers that is empowered to canvass the returns of the city election. The 
canvass shall be made as provided in sections 6.62 and 6.63. 

(3) The canvass of returns for offices other than city offices shall be made as pre-
scribed in sections 5.15 and 5.16. I 

(4) The persons, equal in number to twice the number of persons to be elected to any 
office, receiving the highest vote for such office at. any city primary, shall be the nominees 
for such office, and their names, and no others, shall be placed upon the official ballot at, 
t.he ensuing city election in such city. 

History: 1951 c. 455. 

5.265 Declining nominations: vacancies after nomination, spring primary. If a 
person nominated for town, village, city or county office declines as prescribed in section 
5,18 within 2 days after the municipal or county canvass is completed or dies before elec, 
tioll, the vacancy may be' filled within 2 days by his personal campaign committee, or if 
he had no committee by the governing body of the mllllicipality or county as in section 5.18 
prescribed. 

History: 1951 c. 455. 

5.27 Nomination in towns and villages. Every candidate for any elective town or 
village office shall be nominated as provided in this section: 

(1) If a caucus is to be held the date for the caucus shall be set by resolution adopted 
by the town or village boar~l at least 60 days before each first Tuesday of April in years 
in which there is to be a town 01' village election, which date shall not be less than 23 nor 
more than 32 days before said first Tuesday in April. The electors of any town 01' village 
may assemble in caucus and by ballot nominate candidates for the different town 01' vil
lage offices. The govel'lling body of each municipality in which a caucus is to be held shall 
give at least 5 days' written notice of the time and place of holding the caucus, such 
notice to be given either by publishing a cop'y thereof in some newspaper published in 
such village or town, or by posting copies of such notices in at least 5 public places, The 
2 candidates for each office at such caucus who receive the highest numher of votes shall 
be certified by the caucus officers to the town or village clerk, together with the number 
of votes cast for each, and the name of such candidates shall be placed on the official 
ballot.. Provided, that if the vote of the candidate receiving the second highest vote for 
any office at such caucus is not at. least one-fifth as great as that of the candidate for 
the same office receiving the highest vote, or if the candidate receiving the second hig'hest 
vote for any office at such caucus :flies with the town or village clerk within 5 clays of the 
holding of the caucus a request that his name be not printed on the ballot, then only the 
name of the candidate receiving the highest number of votes shall appeal' thereon. A 
tie vote shall be determined by lot. 

(2) A candidate may be nominated by nomination papers signed by electors of a 
t01vn or village equal in number to 3 per cent and not more than 10 per cent of all the 
votes cast in such town 01', village for all candidates for governor at the last. preceding' 
general election. Such nomination papers shall conform to section 5,23 and shall be filed 
in the office of the town 01' village clerk at least 18 clays hefore the election. 
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(3) In counties containing a population over 500,000, eyery candidate for an elective 
town office shall be nominated by nomination papers signed by electors of such town 
equal in number to 10 pel' cent of all the yotes cast in such town for all candidates for 
governor at the last preceding general election. Such nomination papers shall conform 
to section 5.23 and shall be filed in the office of the town clerk 'at least 20 days before the 
town meeting. The candidates so nominated shall be yoted for and election had at the 
town meeting. 

(4) (u) In towns in counties containing cities of the first 01' second class where by a 
referendum vote the electors have so provided 01' in any town containing a population of 
2,500 01' more, where the electors ha~'e so provided either by referendum vote or at the 
town meeting, every candidp,te for an elective town office shall be nominated at a non
partisan primary conducted as directed in this chapt{lr so far as applicable. Nomination 
papers shall be signed by not less than 2 per cent nor more than 5 per cent of the electors 
voting for governor at the last preceding general election; notices shall be given as in 
section 5.04 (4). Such nomination papers shall be filed in the office of the town clerk not 
less than 20 days before the date upon which said primary is to be held and not later 
than 5 p. m. central standard time on said last day for filing. 

(b) The form of ballot for such town primaries shall be su1Jstantially as herein set 
forth: 

SAMPLE OFFICIAL TOWN PRIMARY BALLOT. 
MILWAUKEE COUNTY. 

To vote for a person 01' persons whose names are printed on the ballot, make a cross 
(X) in the square after the name of the person or persons for whom you desire to vote. 
To vote for a person whose name is not printed on the ballot, write his name in the blank 
space provided for that purpose. 

CHAIRMAN OF SUPERVISORS- VOTE FOR ONE 

William Jones* ...................................... . 

John Robert's ....................................... . 

J ames Underwood ................................... . 

SUPERVISORS - VOTE FOR Two 

James Amcs* .............. ; ....................... . 

,Villi am Bennet 

Charles Osborll 

Jacob ,Vatson ...................................... . 

,J ohn Zimmerman .:.: ............................... . 

.......... '., ...... ' ................................. . 

TOWN CLERK- VOTE FOR ONE 

Ole Carlson* ....... , ............................... . 
I------~-------

AnlDs Duncan ...................................... . 

J ames Frisby ....................................... . 

TOWN TREASURER- . V m'E FOR ONE 

Carl1Ylatson* ....................................... . 
--------------

,Valter Newman .........................•....•...... 

George Price ........................................ / ____________ _ 

.................................................... 
*Orc1el' of names is c1etel'luine(1 by lot, 5.25 (3). 



5.29 NOMINATIONS 82 

TOWN ASSESSOR- VOTE FOR ONE 

Jmnes Blullding' .. ,"""',.",',""""".,',",'" 

Robert Gunderson ".,','.,"'.""""", .. ,. , ..... . 

Albert j\1ason ...... ,',."., ..... ' .................. . 

........................................ ; .......... . 
(c) The ballot provided for in paragral'lh (b) shall have printed on the back thereof 

thefollowihg : . 

SAMPLE OFFICIAL TOWN PRIMARY BALLOT 
. FOR 

••••......•........ , . .. Precinct, ...................... . 
TowIlof .... i ••••••••••• , •• , ••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••• 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY. 

. . . . .' ... ~ . . .'. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '. . . , . . .. 

................... ", .............. . 
Ballot Clei'ks. 

rVe certify that the within ballot was marked by us for an 
elector incapable under the law of marking his own ballot and 
as directed by him. 

.: •••••••••••• II ••••••• ••• ••••••••••• 

. . . . . , ........... , ..... of Election . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . of Election. 

(d) The question whether candidates for· elective town offices shall be nominated rita 
nonpartisan primal'Y as provided in subsection (4) may be submitted to the electors in 
any such town at any election therein, 01' at a special election called and held for such 
purposes as provided by law; such question shall be. so submitted when a petition is filed 
with the town clerk of any town, signed by electors thereof in number not less than 10 
per cent of the votes therein cast for governor at the lastpl'eceding general election, re
questing that such question be submitted to the electors of such town. 

(e) The referendum ballot used at such election shall be in the form now required by 
law and the question upon the same shall be: "Shall. all candidates in the town· of .... 
for elective town offices be nominated at a nonpartisan primary to be conducted and held 
as provided by law7" 

(f) If a majority of the vote cast upon such referendum in any such town shall be in 
the affirmative, then all candidates for elective offices in such town shall thereafter be nomi
nated as provided in this section at a nonpartisan primary. 

(g) Any petition reqllCsting the submission of such referendum question at a reg'ular 
town election shall be filed with the town clerk thereof at least 10 days before the date 
upon which the election is to be held; and the clerk shall upon the filing of such petition, 
if it be sufficient, and whether the same apply to a regular town election 01' a special 
election, give separate notice thereof by posting 10 copies in 10 pnblic places in said 
town at least. 6 days before said election. 

(6) Any village may provide pursuant to section 66.01 that candidates for elective 
village offices shall be nominated by a nonpartisan primary conducted as directed in this 
chapter so far as applicable; nomination papers shall be signed-by electors not less than 
3 per cent of the number of electors voting therein for governor at· the last preceding 
genel'H1 election, but not less than 15 voters, and shall be filed with the village cler¥: not 
less than 20 days before such primary, not later than 5 p. m. on said last day. In such 
event no additional candidates may be nominated for such offices by the method provided 
by subsections (1) and (2). 

HistOI'Y: 1951 C. 455, 

[5.28 Stats. 1949 remtmbm'eil section 5.18 by 1951 c. 455] 

[5.29 Stats. 1949 1'emtmbe1'eil section 5.012 by 1951 c. 455] 

5.29 Primary for special election. (1) Whenever a special election shall he 
ordered as provided in section 7.04 of the statutes, all party candidates to be voted for at 
snch election shall be nomina ted by a primary to bc held 4 weeks prior to such special 
election. This section shall apply to the filling of vacancies in the office of member of the 



83 NOMINATIONS. !q5 

assembly, state senator or representative in congress; and, unless. otherwise, provided, 
to filling vacancies in United States semite aAd county offices. 

(2) Notice of any such primary slInll be given by the officer afore!)aic1 forthwith upon 
the filing of the order for the special election, and publication thereof shall pe made by 
the c011nty clerl~once in each week from the date of. said order to the date of the l?rim:,try. 

(3 ) Nomina tioIl papers shall be filed not later than, 18 days before the day, of, the 
primary. : . . : . , 

(4) When. the p~'imary embraces more than. OIleeounty, the secretary of state shall, 
at least. 18 days prior thereto,. t~'ansmit to. ea.chcounty· c1erlr .a. Certified ,list of all persons 
for whom nomi1lation papers haVEl beel). filed in b,is ofIice. , , 
' (5) E:;\;cept as otherwise provided and except when inc,onsistim.t b,erewith the provi
sions. of ,this .Ghapter respecting Septemqer p1~imaries are appl,cahle to all primaries held. 
under this section. . . ' 

History: 1951 c. 455. 

5.30 Nomination papers, officer may refuse to accept~ If nomination papers are 
not prepared, signed and executed as required by law; or if it should appear conclusively, 
either from the face of the nomination papers offered to be filed! or by admission of the 
candidate or otherwise, that said candidate is ineligible to he nominated or elected, or if. 
elected could n,ot, by I'eason of age, residence, or other inlpediment, qualify for tb,e, office 
sought within the time allowed J1Y lawfol' qw"lification, the officer or, o$cer$ with whom 
such llomination papers are reqllired by law to he filed may refuse either to accept l;laid 
nonllmttion papers for filing or to place the namEl of s(lid candidate upon the ballot. 

HistOI'Y: 1951 c. 455." , 

5.35 Party committees in counties, cities and precincts. (1:) (a) At tb,e September 
primary each voter may write in the space left on his ticket for .that purpose the, name of 
not to exceed one qualified elector of the precinct for his, party precinct committeeman or 
he may vote for one whose name is on the ballot for such position. The person havillg 
the highest number of votes shall constitute SUGh committeeman, , : 

(b) The official return made by the inspectors (ihal~ show the name and address of each 
ward and party committt)eman chosen. 

(2) In counties containing a city of the first, dass there shall be elected at the Sep
tember primary one committeeman for each political party from each. ward, town and 
villag'e. and in all otb,er counties one committeeman for each party from each precinct. 
S.uch committeemen shall be nominated by nonllnation papers to be signed by not: less 
than 3 pel' cent and not more than 10 pel' cent of the party vote for governor at the last: 
preceding election in such precinCt, ward, town or village. Nonllnation papers shall be in 
substantially the same form as provided in section 5.05 of the statutes and shall be filed 
with the county clerk not later than the last 'fuesday of JUly before the primary.' The 
county clerk shall arrange the names of candidates for such 'committeemen, as provided 
in section 5.11 of the statutes, and place the names so arranged in the proper party 
columns as candidates for such ward, town and village committeemen. c 

(3) In case of ,a tie, the inspectors o~ election shall decide by lot. ' 
(4) The term of office .of each party COlllll\itteeman, elected shaU be fOl~. thl)'2 yt)al'S 

nex.t succeeding' the date of his election. ' 
(5) The city committee of each political party shall consist of: the several precinct 

and ward committeemen in such city. It shall be the duty, of the cha~l'man o£ each party 
county committee to call, within 10 days after the September primary, a meeting of SU,c.h 
members of the city committee at a, place to be designated by him. They shall at such 
meeting elect a chairman and such other officers as they shall demit necessary. 

(6) Except in counties containing a city of the first class the county committee of each 
party shall' consist of the several committees from each election precinct in the county 
elected at the September primary. In counties containing cities of the first class the 
county committee of each party shall consist of the committeeman fromeacli wa1;d, town 
and village. ' 

(7) In all c.ounties the chairman of the county committee shlill within 2 days after the 
completion of the official county canvass of said primary calla meeting of said county 
committee, by giving each member thereof a notice in' Wlitirig', at least 5 clays prior to 
.he holding of such meeting'. ' 

(8) The COU)lty, committee shall at sUflh. meeting' elect a chairm.an, secretary and treas
mer of the county committee, and such other officers, Or subcom,lUittees .as they maydllen~ 
necessllry, and 2 persons from eacp. ass,en~bly c1isttict in the county to be members, of the 
cong'l'eSSiOnlll district committee,l;nlt where anas!;<embly district ,compdses two or mOre 
cou)1tiEls, then there shall be .one member fr01+1 each, county .. In COlP1tiel? cO)lstituting' .one 
or more assembly or senatolial districhl the members of the county committee. residine' 
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within the territory of such assembly or senatorial districts shall constitute the party com
mittee for such assembly 01' senatorial district amI they may, at such meeting of the 
county committee, elect a chairman, secretary and tTeasurer and such other officers as they 
may deem necessary. 

(9) In assembly districts or state senatorial districts embracing more than one county 
the county committee of each county shall elect 2 persons to be members of such assem
bly district or state senatorial district committee. The chairman of each county commit
tee shall immediately certify to the chairman of the state centI'al committee the name and 
post-office address of each person elected a member of said assembly or senatorial district 
committee, whose duty it shall be upon receipt thereof to call a meeting of the members 
of such assembly or senatorial district committee for the purpose of organization, such 
meeting to be called upon not less than 5 days' notice. The chairman of each county com
mittee shall also certify to the chairman of the state central committee the name and post
office address of each person elected member of the congressional committee, upon re
ceipt of which the said chairman shall immediately call a meeting of said members for 
the purpose of organization, such notice to be given at least 5 days prior to such meeting. 

(10) Each committee and its officers shall have the powers usually exercised by such 
committees, and by the officers thereof, in so far as is consistent with this act. 

(11) Any vacancy in any committee office shall be filled by the county committee, ex
cept that' the chai"rman of the county committee may temporarily fill any vacancy . 

. (12) Meetings of the county. committee shall be called by the county chairman as 
provided by statutes 01' upon written demand sig'ned by a majority of the members of 
said committee. Should the chariman fail to call a meeting' of such committee within 3 
days after such demand the members demanding such meeting may designate one of their 
number to call such meeting and preside thereat. Any business transacted at such meet
ing shall have the same force and effect as if the meeting had been called by the county 
chairman. 

(13) The county chairman, or other officers of any county committee may be removed 
from office at any meeting of the colimuttee called pursuant to subsection (12), by a 
majority vote of those present and voting. Two-thirds of the members of the county com
mittee shall constitute a quorum at a meeting for the removal of officers of such committee. 

History: 1951 c. 455. 

5.36 Platform convention; state central committee; presidential electors. (1) The 
candidates for the various state offices, and for the senate and assembly nominated by each 
political party at such primary, and senators of such political party, whose term of office 
extends beyond the first Monday in January of the year next ensuing, shall meet at the 
capitol at 10 o'clock on the third Tuesday after the September primary. They shall fOl'th
with formulate the state platform of their party. They shall thereupon proceed to elect 
a state central committee of at least 2 members from each congressional district and a 
chairman of such committee by ballot. In the years in which presidential elections are 
held the convention shall nonunate, by a majority vote, one elector for president and vice 
president from each congressional district, and 2 snch electors from the state at large. 
The names of such nominees shall be immediately certified by the chairman and secretary 
of the meeting to the secretary of state. They shall perform such other business as may 
properly be brought before such meeting. The platform of each party shall be framed at 
such time that it shall be made public not later than 6 o'clock in the afternoon of the fol
lowing day. 

. (2) The chairman and secretary of the platform convention of each party shall, within 
30 days after the holding of said convention, file with the secretary of state a certified 
copy of the proceedings thereof and of the platform adopted. 

(3) The .state central comnrittee of any party which polled less than 75,000 votes in 
this state for presidential electors at the last preceding election, with the approval of the 
national committee of said party, certified by the respective secretaries thereof to the 
secretary of state, may change the name of any such party; provided, that such new name 
shall not duplicate the name of any existing national party. Such action shall be certified 
to the secretary of state by chairman and secretary of the cOlllmittee and thereafter the 
party shall be known and designated by the name so selected and certified. 

History: 1951 C. 455. 

5.37 Delegates to national conventions. (1) There shall be chosen at an election 
held in each precinct of the state on the first Tuesday of April in each year in which elec
tors for president 'and vice president. of the United States ar:e to be elected, delegates to 
the national convention of each party, to nominate candidates for president and vice presi
dent. The 11l1mber of delegates to l)echosen shall be. the number specified by the party's 
national committee. • 
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(2) Except as otherwise provided, such elections shall be noticed, held and conducted, 
and the results callVassed and returned in the manner provided for judicial elections. 

(3) A plurality of votes cast shall determine which candidates are elected delegates. 
(5) It shall be the duty of the state central committee of 'each political party after 

such election and at least 15 days prior to the holding of the national convention, to meet 
and elect an alternate for each delegate. Said meeting shall be called by the chairman of 
the party state central committee, upon at least 10 days' notice. ' 

Hist01'Y: 1951 c. 455. ' 

5.38 Nomination papers for delegates. (1) (a) Nominations for candidates for 
delegates shall be made by nomination papers, in the manner provided by section 5.05, 
except that the nomination paper shall refer to the election to be held on the first Tuesday 
of April, in the year in which such candidates are to he voted for. The names of all can
didates for delegates at large favoring the same candidate for president may be included 
on one nomination paper and the names of all candidates for (listrict delegates, represent
ing the same district and favoring the same candidate for president may be included on 
one nomination paper, on such forms as prescribed by the secretary of state. A statement 
of principles when favoring a specific candidate shall be limited to the candidate's name 
only and such proposed presidential candidate's name shall be printed but once at the 
top of the column on the ballot. The number of delegates permitted under a proposed 
presidential candidate's name shall be limited to the number of delegates to be elected, as 
designated by the national party committees. When the number of delegates, which have 
been certified or which have filed nomination papers, for a single presidential candidate 
equals the number to be elected, no additional candidate's names shall be accepted for a 
place on the ballot. However, in the event 2 01' more candidates favoring' the same presi
dential candidate shall file their nomination papers at the same time, which filing will 
exceed the total number of delegates to be elected by the party, the excess number of can
didates shall be eliminated by lot conducted under the supervision of the board of state 
canvassei·s. Candidates not favoring any specific candidate may have principles expressed 
in not more than 5 words" and such principles shall be printed underneath their names 
on the ballot in the uninstructed column. Any proposed presidential candidate, who cer
tifies and files a full list of delegates with the secretary of state not later than 5 p. m., 
32 days prior to said April election, shall have the names of such delegates printed on the 
ballot in the same manner as candidates filing nomination papers and such certification 
shall take preference over any candidate filing nomination papers, in behalf of such presi
dential candidate. Any proposed presidential candidate, who certifies and files a full list of 
delegates with the secretary of state not later than the third Tuesday of January in the 
year in which such election is held, shall have the names of such delegates printed on the 
ballot in the same manner as candidates filing nomination papers, and no nomination 
papers shall be filed thereafter in behalf of such presidential candidate. 

(b) In the event the proposed presidential candidate does not file a certified list of 
candidates for delegates as provided in paragraph (a), but there are candidates 'who have 
filed their nomination papers as delegates pledged to him, their names shall not appear 
on the ballot for the delegate election upless on or before the last day for filing nomina
tion papers such proposed presidential candidate shall file a certificate of consent per
mitting the use of his name on said ballot. Such certificate shall be on a form prescribed 
by the secretary of state. 

(2) The number of signers on nomination papers of candidates for delegates at large 
shall be not less than 3,000 nor more than 5,000 and of candidates for district delegates not 
less than 1,000 nor more than 2,000. Nomination papers for such candidates shall be cir
culated by county or district, as the case may be, and shall be filed with the secretary of 
state not later than 5 p. m., 32 days prior to said April election. Lists of such candidates 
shall be published in the manner provided by section 5.08 (4). 

(3) Each candidate for delegate, whether he be certified or file nomination papers, 
shall file with the secretary of state a declaration of acceptance signed by himself, on 01' 

before 5 p. m. on the last day for filing nomination papers. Such acceptance shall be in 
the form of an affidavit, prescribed by the secretary of state, which shall contain the fol
lowing information: 

(a) The residence and post-office address of the delegate. 
(b) A statement that he is a qualified voter. 
(c) A statement that he will not withdraw his name before the presidential delegate 

election. 
(d) A statement that he is affiliated with the political party whose nomination the 

candidate seeks, and that he intends to vote at the ensuing election for the nominee for 
president of that political party. 

( e) A pledge in the following form: 
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"I pledge myself that if I' alll selected at the delegate election as a delegate to the •... 
national party convention, as 'a delegate pledged to the candidacy of ..... ' ... (insert 
here the name of the candidate, for whose candidacy, the delegate has beeu filed) as a can
didate. for the nomination ,9~ the. $ui<lpartyfQrpr,e:;;j.dent, that. I will, untn released by: sllid 
callclidate, VQ,te for his cW,l,(li(lacy on the fir('\t ballot of the said pa:l'ty conven,tiol\ and vote 
fOr, his c!\n(liqacy on all ensulllg,bllllots, p~'ovided, however,t,hat if, on allY baUcif said ,can
didate shall receive less than 19p,er cent of t4e total vote cast on sllchballot, I !\ml'eleased 
from this pledge and shall thereafter have the right to cast my ballot according' to my own 
judgment." . 

. (4) Any vaQmwy callsedbY the death or declination of a candidate shall be filled by 
a majoi:ity 0:1: the, presi~1!)ntial candidate's. delegates at large or district delegates, af? the 
cas.e ':may l~\l,inaqcprdance with section 5.18, except SUGh declinatitm 'shall b.e filed ivith 
the s~eretary o:\' sta,te,not less !han 32 days before the electiqn mid such cerqficates to :fi.It 
va~,ancies ~5 days.befor\l,elechon. 

> ;ail'!:t\lr~.'19,5:t q •. . 455, 689. 

5;39 Ba,Uot for delegatell. (1) (a) An official ballot shall be printed and provided, 
fOl~ use in each voting precinct insubstantially the form provided herein and annexed' 
h!)reto. . 

" "OFFICIAL BALLOT ., 
ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO NATIONAL .CONVENTION 

..... Party 
(Designatioil of party ) 

Each voter is e~ltitled to vote for .... ,delegates atlargeand for .... district delegate~, 
to, th.e party national convention. . ; .• '" ", ' ' 

To vote for an entire slate of deleg(lte$, a.t hirg,e an.d district delegate$ comnlitted to the 
sa1ne nresidential candid!\te, make a, crOSS or ot.\ler ll)ark in the circle CO) at the head of 
the column ,mder thelW,me of.t.\le presid\llltial candid,ate: .', " .. . 

If yO~l desire to vote for urii£lstJ,'ucted (lelegate~ ,,:ithO{lt reg~l'c1 to the pl'esidehtial can
diclate, l~lUrlliin th!)square at the right of the 11all1e, of tllC lUlinstrnctlld, d,elegate for whom 
Y011 desi~'e to vote. .. 

FOR DELEGATES AT LARGE ., .. NkTIONAL CONVENTION 

. Vote for .... 

JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN. DO]) JOHN DOE , 
'UNIN-

Ca~ldidllte Candidate Candida te 
. 

CaiIdidaiw STRUCTED 
for Presid(jnt for President for President • for· President, 

0 0 0 0, 
, 1 

JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE CJ I 
.... 

, 

JOHN' DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE. JOHN·DO)3l 0 ! .... 
" 

JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE .JOHN DOE JOHN DOE D 
,'" . 

JOHN DOE JOHN DOE I.JOHN DOE JOHN DOE . JOliN IWE 0 
-; 

! 
JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOlD JOXIN D.OE} 0 

'" . 
, ' :: 

JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE 0 
, 

••• I . 

. , 

JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE ,TOHN DOE D. 
•• t· 

I 

I 
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FOR CONGRESSIONA'L DISTRIOT DELEGATES TO .... NATIoNAL 

CONVENTION 

JOHN DOE JOHN DOE 

JOHN DOE JOHN DOE 

Vote for .... 

JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE 0 .... 
JOHN DOE JOHN DOE JOHN DOE .... 0 

[Indorsement on back of ballot] 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 
FOR 

ELEC'fION OF DELEGATES TO NATIONAL 
CONVENTION 

.................... Prccinct, ............ IVard, 
City (Village 01' Town) of ....................... . 
................................ ,19 .... . 

Ballot Clerks. 
Absent Voter's Ballot issued by 

rCounty Clerk 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Village Clerk tCity Clerk 

Town Clerk 

We certify that the within ballot was marked by 
us for an elector incapable under the law of marking 
his own ballot and as directed by him . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . of Election 

...................... of Election 

(b) The names of candidates for president for whom delegates are to be elected shall 
appear at the top of their respective columns on the party ticket with the words "Candi
date for President" appearing immediately below their names, and immediately below, and 
above each candidate column shall be placed a circle, so that the voter may mark a cross 
01' other mark therein and vote for the entire slate of delegates under snch name. The order 
of such presidential candidates and their respective columns shall be from left to right as 
determined by lot by 01' under the supervision of the board of state canvassers. The names 
of those candidates for delegates at large and district delegates favoring a presidential 
candidate shall be printed in the column designated for that candidate and the names of 
candidates not favoring any particular candidate for president shall be printed in the 
uninstructed column. Voting for individual candidates shall not be permitted except in 
the case of uninstructed delegates and squares for individual voting shall be placed on the 
ballot only after the names of the uninstructed delegates. 

(2) The official ballots for the delegates election shall be securely fastened together at 
the bottom and there shall be as many separate tickets as there are authorized parties par
ticipating in said election. The party casting the greatest vote for governor at the pre
ceding election shall have its ticket placed on top and the remaining party tickets arranged 
in the same manner. 

(3) The order of such names for delegates at large and district delegates shall be re
spectively arranged alphabetically in the appropriate column and place on the ballot. 

( 4) After preparing his ballot, the elector shall detach the same from the l'emaining 
tickets and fold it so that its face will· be concealed and the printed indorsements and 
signatures or initials thereon seen. The remaining tickets attached together shall be folded 
in like manner by the elector who shall thereupon, without leaving the polling place, vote 

. the marked ballot forthwith and deposit the remaining tickets in a sepamte ballot box to 
be marked and designated as the blank ballot box. 

(5) Immediately after the canvass the inspectors shall, without examination, destroy 
the tickets rl.eposited in the blank hallot hox. 
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(6) Whenever any elector shall vote for lllore delegates than are specified by section 
5.37 his vote shall not be counted for any of such delegates. . 

HistOI'Y: 1951 c. 455. 

5.40 Election forms. The secretary of state shall prepare all forllls necessary 
to carry out the provisions of this chapter, which forms shall be substantially followed 
in all primaries held in pursuance hereof. Such forms shall be printed with copies of 
this chapter for public use and distribution. 

History: 1951 c. 455. 




