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60.01 Corporate powers. Each organized town is a body corporate and empowered 
to sue and be sued; to purchase, take and hold real and personal property for public uses 
and convey and dispose of the same; and to make all contracts necessary and convenient 
for the exercise of its corporate powers and any order for the sale or disposal of its cor
pOl'ate property which the inhabitants thereof may deem expedient. It shall be desig
nated in all actions and proceedings by its name as "Town of .... " 

The delegation by the legislature of corporation, although in a generic sense a 
local, legislative and administrative power town is sometimes referred to as a munici
is not prohibited by the constitution, and pality. l\'lilwaul{ee v.Sewerage Comm. 268 
the legislature may properly invest local W 342, 67 NW (2c1) 624. 
governmental units, including towns, with The statutes grant nO' authority to ex
power to legislate in respect to matters of pend money from the town treasury for 
local character. Milwaukee v. Sewerage charitable purposes, and hence contributions 
Comm. 268 W 342, 67 NW (2d) 624. to charitable agencies were illegal as being 

Towns are political subdivisions and beyond the power of the town or the town 
governmental agencies of the state. A board to make, even though fool' a public 
town is denominated a quasi-municipal cor- purpose. Pugnier v. Ra;mJ1arter, 275 W 70, 
poration as distinguished from a municipal 81 NW (2d) 38. 

60,02 County, when a town. Whenever any organized county shall not be divided 
into towns it shall, for the purposes of tOV711 government, be considered as one town, and 
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may elect town officers, including justices of the peace, at the same time and in the same 
manner as they are elected in towns, whose powers and duties shall· be the same as town 
officers and justices in other towns. 

60.03 Conveyances to towns. A.llreal and personal estate conveyed 01' which shall 
be conveyed to any town 01' to the inhabitants thereof, or to any person for the use of the 
town 01' its inhabitants, shall be deemed the property of such town; and all such convey
ances shall have the same force and effect as if they had been made directly to the town 
by name. 

60.04 Sale of realty. Whenever any real estate belonging to a town shall be sold 
in pursuance of any order of the town the conveyance thereof shall be executed by the 
town clerk in his official capacity, under his hand and seal, and such conveyance, duly wit.. 
nessed and acknowledged, shall convey to the grantee therein named all the right, title, in
terest and estate which the town may then have in and to the real estate so conveyed. 

60.05 Organization of new towns, division, dissolution. (1) CONDITION, NOTICE. 
When fifty 01' more freeholders, residents of any town, and at least one-third of the 
electors thereof, shall petition the county board to divide, 01' to dissolve such town, and 
shall, at least twenty days before the next annual meeting', file a copy of such petition with 
the town clerk, he shall, at least ten days before such town meeting, give notice that the 
question of division, 01' of dissolution, as the case may be,of such town will be voted upon 
by ballot at such meeting, by posting, upon the question of division, notice thereof, show
ing the manner in which it is proposed to divide such town, in foul' public places in each 
proposed subdivision thereof, and upon the question of dissolution, notice thereof in four 
public places in such town. 

(2) VOTE HOW TAKEN; DUTY OF TOWN OLERK. The ballot upon the question of divi
sion shall contain the words "For Division" and "Against Division." The electors resid
ing in each proposed subdivision shall vote separately. The ballot upon the question of 
dissolution shall contain the words "For Dissolution" and "Against Dissolution." If a 
majority of the votes cast in either subdivision shall be in favor of division, 01' if a major
ity of the votes cast upon the question of dissolution shall be in favor thereof, the town 
clerk shall certify the fact to the COlUIty clerk, and thereupon the county board shall have 
power to divide 01' dissolve snch town accordingly. 

(3) DIVISION, wHEN PROIDBITED. (a) No town shall be divided so as to constitute 01' 
leave any town of less than 36 sections in area lIDless each such town after division has 75 
electors and real estate valued at the last preceding assessment at $200,000 01' more. 

(b) In counties containing a city of the second class no new towns containing less than 
36 sections shall be oreated except as a result of proceedings under s. 60.065. 

( 4 ) VALIDITY; HOW TESTED; WHEN PRESUMED. The validity of the proceedings to 
constitute 01' divide any town shall not be questioned in any manner, except by certiorari, 
or proceeding Qrought directly for that purpose by the proper officer 01' some person own
ing taxable property in any such town within one year from the date of the order consti
tuting or dividing such town, and every town which shall have exercised the powers and 
functions of a town for a period of one year shall be conclusively presumed to have been 
duly organized. 

(6) PLAT AND RECORD. Whenever any county board shall organize a new. town 01' 

alter the boundaries of any town, they shall cause a plat and record thereof to be made by 
the county clerk, specifying the name and boundaries of such town, which plat and record 
shall be kept in the office of such clerk. 

History: 1955 c. 10; 1957 c. 811. 
(3) Allows towns to be divided into sub- valuation conform to. statutory require

divisions of' less than 86 sections of land ments. 42 Atty. Gen. 135. 
provided number of electors and assessed 

60.06 Organization of towns in special cases. (1) REQUISITE CONDITIONS. Any 
government township, or any contiguous territory, being part of any town 01' towns, equal 
in area to more than one government township and to not more than 2 government town~ 
ships, lying within the same county, having at least 150 resident freeholders 01' home
steaders, at least 80 of whom are electors who have resided within such territory for at 
least one year prior to the verification of the petition referred to in this section, and an 
assessed valuation of at least $200,000, according to . the last preceding· assessment, may 
be organized into a. town, where the remaining area of any town of which such proposed 
town fOl'ms a parl IS not less than 36 squal'emiles, and has not less than 75 resident elec
tors and an assessed value of not less than $200,000, according to the last preceding assess
ment. 

(2) PETITION; PUBLICATION. A. petition signed by' a majority of the electors and a 
majority of the resident freeholders and homesteaders of proposed town showing the· exist· 
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ence of facts entitling such territory to be organized as a town and containing an accurate 
description of such,territory, the name of the town or towns of which it forms a part, the 
names of the electors, and the proposed name of the new town verified by at least three 
signers, shall be presented to the circuit court, or the presiding judge thereof, of the county 
in which such territOl'y is located, who shall thereupon by order fix the time and place for 
the hearing()f the petition by said court, and direct that a copy of the petition and oi'der 
be served upon the clerk of the town 01' towns' of which such territory forms a part, at 
least twenty days before the hearing', and that notice of such hearing be published once a 
week for three successive weeks in a newspaper designated as most likely to give notice to 
the people of sU,ch territory. No formal answer to the petition need be filed. 

(3) EXPENSE; HEARING. The court shall heal' any elector 01' taxpayer of such terri
tory, or of any town of which such territory is a part who may appeal' at the hearing and 
may adjoui'n the hearing frolri time to' time and refer any issue of fact. The fees and 
expenses of the referee shall be fixed and apportioned by the court after the trial of any 
fluch issue and, paid by the town or towns of which such territory is a part as apportioned 
thereto by the COl11't. 

(4) ORDER CREATING. If the court after snch hearing shall find the facts necessary 
for the organization of snch territory into a town, it shall enter an order creating snch 
territory into a town under the name proposed in the petition and providing for the place 
of holding the first amiual meeting. The clerk of courtshall immediately file certified 
copies of such Ol'der with the secretary of state and the county' clerk. 
, , (5) INDEBTEDNESS; APPORTIONMENT OF. ,The credits and indebtedness as between the 
town so created and the town 01' towns of which it was formerly a part shall be appor
tioned according to the provisions of section 66.03., 

(6) REMAINDERS OF OLD TOW;N. Whenever the remaining te1'l'itory of any town out of 
which a new town is organized, shall be divided into 2, detached parts by the Ol;ganization 
of the new; town, that part ther!'of witll; the least nnmber of ~lectors shall be attached to 
and~ecome a part o,f, the newtown. ;., 
. Histl'ry: ,1951 c. 229. 

60.065 Division where town has unincorporated viilage. (1) REQUISITE CONDI"; 
DITIONS. Where any town contains any area with the popUlation specified in s. 61~01 
which would be entitled to incorpOl'ate as a village, the rlu'al portion of the town outside 
of such urban area may be organized into a new town. 

(2)Pj])TITION; PUBLIOATION. A petition signed by a majority of the electors and a 
majority of the resident freeholders and homesteaders of snch rural portion containing an 
MCill'ate cleSC1'iption of such mban area and showing the existence of facts that such mban 
area would he entitled to become a village .upon procedme undCl' ch.' 61 and entitling' such 
l'ul'alarea to be organized as a new toWn and containing an accul'at.e description of such 
rural a:l'ea, the name of the toWn of which it forms a part, thE" names of the electors, and 
the pro'l)osed name of the neW' town verified by at least 3 signers, shall be presented to the 
cil'el1it court, or the presiding jltdge thereof, of the county in which such tel'l'itory islo
catea, who shall theNmpoi1hy order fix the time and place for the hearing of the petition 
by said court, and direct that a copy of the petition and order be served upon the clerk 
of the ,town 01'. towns of which such 'territory forms a 'pa.rt, at least 20 days before the 
hem:ing, and that notice of snch hearing be published once a 'week for 3 successive weeks 
in anewspa.per designated as most likely to give notice to the people of such territory. .A 
formal answer to the petition need not be filed. Section 60.05 (3) shall not apply to this 
section. 

(3) EXPENSE; H]]ARING. The comt shall hear any elector or t&xpayel' of either area 
who may appeal' at' the hearing and may adjomn the hearing from time to time and 1'e
fel',any ij3sne ,of. fact. The feel> and expenses of the referee shall be fixed and apportioned 
by the qourt aitel' the trial of any such iijSllC and paid by the town o~' by either 01' both 
sl~chal'eas\\s apportioned.thereto by the court. 

(4) . ORDER CREATING. Hihe comt after such I hearing. shall find the facts necessary 
for ,the organization of such rural area·into a town, it shall enter an order creating snch 
l'qJ.'al area into a new town under the name proposed in the petition and provide for the 
place of holding the first annnal meeting', The clerk of:comt shall immediately file certified 
copies .of snch order with, the secretail.'y of state. and the county clerk. ,The, officers of the 
old town'shall continue to function as such in both areas until new officers are elected and 
qualified in the, respective .areas. I ' 

(5) INDEBTEDNESS; .APPORTIONMEN~1 OF. The credits and indebtedness as between the 
town so created and the town of which;it was formerly & part shall be apportioned accord
ing to s. 66.03." 
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(6) PARTIES IN INTEREST. Ally taxpayer residing in any portion of the town out
side the area proposed to be incorporated under this section shall be entitled to intervene 
as a party in interest in said corporation proceeding. 

(8) COUNTIES APPLICABLE. Tbis section shall apply only in cOlmties having a popu
lation of less than 500,000 ancl containing a city of the second class. 

History: 1955 c. 343. 

60.07 Annual town meeting. There shall be an annual town meeting of each town 
on the first Tuesday of April. at which all business shall be transacted which is by law 
required 01' permitted to be transacted at such meeting; no notice of holding' any annual 
town meeting need be given. The hour for holding succeeding annual town meetings may 
be fixed at any such meeting. Any annual ol'special town meeting may. be held in the 
town or in any village or city within or adjoining the town.' -' -

Cross Reference: See 10.53 for place of town meeting. 

60.08 Adjournment from place to place. Whenever it shall become impossible or 
inconvenient to hold a town meeting at the place designated therefor the town board of 
inspectors or a majority of them, after having assembled at or as near as pI'acticable to 
such place and opened the meeting, and before receiving any votes, may adjou1'll such 
meeting to the nearest convenient place for holding the same, and at such adjourned place 
forthwith proceed with the meeting. Upon such adjournment the board of inspectors 
shall cause proclamation thereof to be made and shall station a constable or some other 
proper person at the place where such meeting was opened to notify all electors arriving 
at such place that the meeting has been adjourned and the place to wbich it has been ad-
journed. ., -

60.Q9 Adjournment from time to time. Any annual or special town meeting may 
be adjourned to any other day and from time to time for the purpose of transacting any 
business of the town except for the election of town officers. 

60.10 First meeting in new town. The first town meeting in any newly-oi'gilllized 
town shall be held on the day of the annual town meeting next after its organization; but 
if the inhabitants of any such town shall fail to hold their first town meeting' on the day 
of the annual town meeting any three qualified voters' of such town may call a town meet
ing for. such town at any time thereafter by posting up notices thereof at not less than 
three public places therein at least ten days previous to the holding of such meeting. 

60.11 First meeting; proceedings. -~he qualified electors present at such first town 
meeting between the hours of nine and ten o'clock in the forenoon shall choose one of their 
number 'Us chairman, two others as inspectors and one as clerk, who shall severally take arid 
subscribe the bath required of inspectors and clerks of general elections; such oath may be 
administered by the chairman chosen to the other inspectors and clerk, and either of the 
other inspectors may thereafter administer. the oath to the chairman. They shall-there
upon conduct the proceedings of. sl1~h meeting; and the electors shall possess the same 
powers as at other annual town meetmgs .. 

60.12 Special town meetings. Special town meeting'S may be held for the purpose 
of transacting any lawful business which might be done at the annual meeting, on' a 1'e.: 
quest bein~' ~~d~ to -the town clerk in writingsigne~ by twelv~ q~alifi.ed voters of such: 
tmtn speClfymg' m suchl'equest the purposes fOl' wbich such ;meetmg IS to be held. No 
matter voted upon or decided at any such special town meeting shall be acted upon in any 
subsequent special town meeting held in such town prior to the time for holding the next 
annual town meetiJ;1g. 

60.13 Notice of special town meetings. The town clerk WIth whom any siHlh J:equest 
shall be left shall recoI'd the same and immecliately cause notices to be posted up In three 
6f the most public places in the town, giving at least, fifteen days' and not more than 
twenty days' notice of such meeting. Stlch notices shall specify particulady ,the purposes 
for wbich such meeting is to be held. andi£ thf)l'e, be .a newspaper printed in such town 
he shall publish a copy of such notice therein. at least five days before the time appointed 
for such meeting. ' " 

60;14 . Who to preside. The chaiTma.uof the town 'shall be chairman of the town 
meeting'S when present, but if absent one of the other supervisors of the town shall' serve 
as chairman; but if no one of the supervisors be present the· qualified electors: at· such 
meeting may choose a· chairman. " 

60.15 Chairman's powers. The chairman of each town meeting shalll'egulate its 
proceediIlgs,decide all questions of order and make: public declaration of all votes p'assed; 
he shall possess authority to enforce obedience to his lawful requirements; and if imy 
person at such meeting shall conduct himself in a disorderly manner, and after . notice 
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from the chairman shall persist therein, the chairman may order him to withdraw from 
the meeting, and on his refusal may order any constable or other person to take him into 
custody until the meeting shall be adjourned. He shall have the same authority to pre
serve order and enforce obedience as is possessed by the inspectors of election at a general 
election. 

A town has only such powers as are con- have only such powers as are conferred on 
ferred on it by statute or are necessarily them by statute. Pugnier v. Ramharter, 275 
implied therefrom, and the officers of a town W 70, 81 NW (2d) 38. 

60.16 Clerk of meeting. The town clerk shall be clerk of such town meetings and 
/reep faithful minutes of the proceedings and a correct poll list containing the names of all 
persons voting thereat; but if he be absent then such person as shall be appointed by the 
inspectors shall act as clerk of such meetings. The minutes of the town meeting shall be 
subscribed by the clerk and filed in the office of the towg clerk within five days after such 
meeting. 

60.17 Ordel:l of business. At the opening of every town meeting' the chairman 
thereof shall state the business to be transacted and the order in which such business will 
be entertained; and no proposition to vote a tax, except for the I'elief of the poor and f01; 
defraying the necessaJ.'Y town charges, shall be acted upon out of the order of business as 
stated by the chairman, and no reconsideration of any vote shall be had at any town meet
ing unless it be taken by a majority vote within one hour from the time such vote shall 
have been passed, 01', if taken later than one hour, unless it be sustained by a number of 
votes equal to a. majority of all the names entered on the poll list at such election up to the 
time the motion therefor shall be made. All other questions upon motions at a town meet
ing' shall be determined by a majority of the electors voting. 

60.18 Powers of town meeting. The qualified electors of each town shall have 
power at any annual town meeting by vote: 

(1) RAISING MONEY; LIMITATIONS. To raise money for the repair and building of 
roads or bridges, or either; for the support of the poor and defraying all other charges 
and expenses of· the town, not exceeding in the aggregate, exclusive of taxes for schools 
and liabilities theretofore lawfully incurred and not including' income taxes in the treasUl'Y, 
one per centum of the assessed valuation of such town for the preceding year as equalized 
by the town board of review; except that an additional sum not exceeding one-fourth of 
one per centum of said valuation may be raised for the repair of highways and bridges. 

(2) ACTIONS. To direct the institution and defense of all actions in which the town 
is a party or interested; to employ all necessary agents and attorneys for the prosecution 
or defense of the same, and raise such sums of money for that purpose as they may deem 
proper. 

(3) POLICE REGULATIONS. To make orders andhy-Iaws for the management of all the 
affairs of the town conducive to the peace, welfare and good order thereof; to restrain 
drunkenness or disorderly conduct, to restrain cattle, horses, sheep, swine and other ani
mals from. going at large on the highways; to provide for the impounding and sale of any 
animals so going' at large contrary thereto, and to fix penalties for the violation of said 
orders and by-laws, not exceeding ten dollars for anyone violation thereof; to enact the 
rules, regulating and prohibiting the propelling, moving or using of any traction engine 
01' other traction vehicle upon the highways during the seasons of the year when such pro
pelling, moving 01' using thereof will cause unusual damage to the highway. 

(4) NOTICE; PUBLICATION OF. No order or by-law shall take effect before the same 
shall be published by posting' up copies in three of the most public places in the town; 
and such by-laws and orders, when so published, shall be binding upon all persons com
ing within the town as well as upon the inhabitants thereof, and shall be in force until 
altered 01' repealed at some subsequent town meeting. . 

(5) INDEBTEDNESS. To direct the compromise or settlement of any legal indebted. 
ness, outstanding bonds or other obligations, or of any suit 01' controversy existing 
against such town, and to provide how the money necessary for that purpose shall be 
raised, and for that purpose may authorize the town board to issue the bonds 01' obliga
tions of such town. 

(6) DESTITUTE SOLDIERS. To raise money for the support of destitute soldiers and 
their families, not exceeding one hundred fifty dollars for anyone person, to be expended 
under the direction of the town board. 

(7) TOWN BONDS. To authorize the town board to issue town bonds in tlie mannel' 
and for the purposes provided by law. 

(8) LANDMARKS. To provide for the erection of landmarks at section corners and 
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quarter stakes when notice of proposed action shall have been previously given as required 
by law for holding special town meeting. 

(9) BUILDINGS. To raise money to purchase, lease or build a town hall or other build
ing for the use of the town, or to unite the same with the money of any corporation or 
society doing business or located in such town, for the purpose of building, leasing or pur
chasing such hall or building; but no such vote shall be taken except by ballot nor unless a 
request in writing signed by at least twelve freeholders of such town shall have been de
livered to the town clerk twenty days before the holding of such meeting, asking that such 
proposition be submitted to a vote of the electors of the town at such town meeting, and 
setting forth the amount of money which they desire shall be raised by the town for that 
purpose and whether the same shall be raised by a direct tax or the issue of bonds, and if 
the proposition be to issue bonds it shall state the denomination thereof, the time and place 
of the payment of the principal and interest, and the manner in which. and by whom the 
same shall be negotiated; and if to be raised for the purpose of uniting the same with the 
money of some corporation or soeiety, the name of such corporation 01' society; nor unless 
the town clerk shall have given notice as is required in the case of a special town meeting 
that such proposition would be voted upon at such meeting. Whenever the voters of any 
town shall have voted money to purchase, lease or build a town hall in the manner provided 
by law, the board of supervisors of such town or towns are authorized to accept in the name 
of the town, any contributions offered of money, labor or locations. 

(10) SALE OF PROPERTY. To authorize the town board to sell and convey any real or 
personal property belonging to the town not donated to and required to be held by the 
town for a special purpose. 

(11) COMPENSATION OF CONSTABLE. To set the total annual compensation of the 
town constable in lieu of all fees and mileage 01' (lny portion of such fees and mileage. 
The compensation established shan not be increased nor diminished during' the officer's 
term and shall remain the same unless changed by further action of an almual town meet
ing. Any constable on a salary basis or part fees and part salary shall collect all fees ap
pertaining to his . office and file with the town clerk a complete record of an fees received, 
annually or at such times as the town board may require, and shall remit all such fees 
not specifically reserved to him to the town treasurer at least once each month .. 

, (12) TOWN BOAR.D TO EXEROISE POWERS OF VILLAGE BOARDS; WHEN. To· direct, by res
olution, the town board to exercise all powers relating to villages and conferred on village 
boards by ch. 61, except such power, the exercise of which would conflict with the statutes 
relating to towns and town boards. Any such resolution heretofore adopted pursuant to 
existing law 01' hereafter adopted pursuant to this law shall remain in force until re
scinded. 

(13) TOWN ORDERS. To determine the rate of interest, if any, town orders shall draw, 
which shall not be more than 8 per cent pel' annum • 

. (14) PUROHASE OF LAND AOOESS TO WHICH MAY BE COSTLY. To authorize the purchase 
of any lands within such town lying in such a position that the cost to the town of con
structing and maintaining roads, bridges and other means of access thereto will in the 
near future exceed the purchase price of such lands; and to provide how the money neces
sary for sllch purchase shall be raised, and to authorize the town board to issue bonds Or 
obligations of such town in an amount not exceeding such purchase price. 

(15) WATER FRONTS, GROVES, OUTLOOKS, HISTORIC SITES AND WOOD LOTS. To authorize 
the town bOaJ.'d to acquire by gift, grant, devise, donation, purchase or condemnation 01' 
otherwise a sufficient tract or tracts of landfor the reservation for public use of river 
fronts, lake shores, picnic groves, nne outlooks from hilltops or places of special historic 
interest and to use and maintain as a wood lot and to preserve and reforest the same 
under regulations approved by the state conservation commission. The sale of such wood 
lot may be authorized or directed in like manner. The town board may maintain or erect 
and maintain dams within such tracts used or intended to be us.ed for public recreational 
purposes and to that end may acquire the necessary rights and in the name of the town 
prosecute proceedings to obtain permission to maintain or erect and maintain such dams. 

(16) CONTROL OF INSECT PESTS, ETC. To appropriate money for the control of insect 
pests, weeds, or plant or animal diseases within the town. The town clerk shall within 10 
days notify the department of agriculture .at the state capitol of such appropriation. 

(18) BAND; MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENTS. To provide .for the organization, equipment; 
and maintenance of a municipal band or for the employment of another band to give 
concerts and musical entertainments in the town. 

(18m) RECREATION AUTHORITY. To levy a tax for the purposes specified in section 
66.527. 
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(19) POLICE AND FIRE cOJ'.urrSSION. (a.) To authOl'ize the town board of any town 
in counties having a population of 500,000 or more to establish aboard of police and fire 
commissioners, consisting of 5 citizens as provided for cities lmdel' section 62.13 and 
with the same powers and privileges; 01' upon petition of the electors of a~ysuch toW1~ 
as provided for cities pursuant to section 10.iJ;3, which shall be appFcable to tOiYn~ as 
defined herein for such specific purposes only, 01' upon a vote of the electol's thereunder, 
the town board shall establish a board of police and fire comll1isf)ioners c~msisting'0£.5 
citizens as provided for cities of the second and third class uncleI; section,62.13 with, tl;1,e 
same powers and privileges; the members of such boards shall be Ilppointed by the town 
board for terms of 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 years respectively, provid~d, however, that ,upon tM 
expiration of said original terms, the terms of each .commis~ioner shall, be5, years. The 
members shall have been residents of the town for at least 2, years prior to ,appointme]1t 
and shall receive no salary. ',:, . ' , 

(b) In carrying out the provisions of this subsection, the foll?i~iJ).g i~ords us~d ,i~' 
section 62.13 shall have the following meanings:, ' 

1. "City" means "town".' ' 
2. "Council" means "town board". 
3. "Mayor" means "chairmall of the town". 
4. "Comptroller" means "to"\vn elerk". i ' 

5. "City treasurer" means "town treasurer'':, , , ,. ,.', " ' 
(0) The full-time members of the police ,or fire department who have been in'con'~ 

tinuous full-time service in such departmcnt'for5 years 01' mOre at the tinie a boal'cl of 
police and fire commissioners is duly appointed lmder the provisions of: this subsecti()n 
shall automatically and without examination become members of such depai'tnierit arid 
shall, be entitled to pension benefits in accordance with the provisions of, section 62,135 
for all prior full-time service relldered, subject only to removal for,cauSes provided by law. 

(d) Until duly authorized as. provided by section 62.13 (6) (b)l,: any ,board of police 
and fil:e commissioners duly appointed under the provisions :of this subsectiortshall have 
none of the ,powers provided ill section 62.13 (6) .(a), ,.1" 

(20) ADVANCE PAYMENT ON SCHOOL DISTRIOT TAX LEVY. To authol'ize alid" ditect 
the town treasurer to payout of any funds available' ; the balance'due uny'coininon 
school district· on its tax levy after settlement by the' lobal treasui'eri.1Jidei' 'section 
74,.03 (5) (d) . When payment is made to any school district pursuant',~t(i'thisisub
section the amount ,otherwise payable to such school distl'ict under section.74.03 ,(9) \ i(f) 
shall be retained by the town, h'easurer ,for the use of the town. I,' • I 

(20m) ASSESSOR AND CLERK. To determine by resolution that the offices of ilssessbl' 
and, clerk may be held by the same person; and revoke: such 'resolution. ' ' 

(21) WATERSHED PROTECTION AREAS. To raise money to assist in creating' hJiel'de.. 
veloping watershed protection areas or projects beneficial to the town, which woUld'include 
01' benefit an 01' a portion of sueh town,' 'and to authorize,the,toWll"board to expend said 
money for such purposes, or to pay an <!r part 0,:1; ~aidmoney to!)Uy agell0y,of tjle;Leqeral 
or state govel'pment oi- to a soil,conservati,oll ,distnct to be exp\,p.decl for such pUrpOf;l~S.; 

, (22) ASSIST1NG' ,SOIL CONSERVAT10N DISTRJOTs.To raisel money to, assist in the: de
velop)l1ent of a soil conservation district includillg~, or, benefiting' alL ora portion' of such 
town or in prol1lotillg' the program.of . such a. district, and to authorizB the, town boarel to 
expend said money for such purposes or to pa.y aHor part of sa.ielmoney to sllch soil 
copservatioll district to be expendeq. by it for s.urhpm:poses. , ' , ,,' ',i. i 

(23) RURAL NUMBER.ING SY~TEMS. To raise money to post signs andothel'wise co
operate with the county ~ll the establishment ,of a l'UralnumlJering' system under S" 59.07 
((J5). ' 

History: 19,53 !J. 313, 382: 1955 c. 169. 200: 1~57 c. 23.248. 610. " ' 
A town has only such powers as are'con- " Autho~'ization, to town board ,under 60.18 

ferred on it by statute 01' necessarily' im- (12), 'ip exercise the powers relating to vil7 
plied therefrom. Milton Junction v. Milton, lages 'and confel'red' on ,village boards by 
263 W 367 57 NW (2d) 186. 01). 61, does not include th~ power to flnn<;lx 

See no'te to 66.029; citing Town of Mad-' territory und"H' 62,07. 40 Atty.'Geri: 409',' , 
ison v City. of Madison, 269 W 609, 70 Appropriations', pursuant' to" (21)', and 
NW (2d), 249,. ' . ' , " i' ,(22) would be for, , a, public p]lrpose.~3 

, See note 'to 144.03, cltmg Fond du Lac v, Atty. Gen. 329. 
Empire 27,3 VV 333; 77 NW (2d) 699. ',' ' I I "; i 
" See 'nofe to 60.01, citing' Pugnier V. Ram" , 
hiLl·ter, 275W 70,,81 NW (2d) 38. II,' ,'I:' 

60.181 T6wn park comnrlssion. The qualified electol's of eachtowll lllay at 'a'nylali~ 
nual town meeting by vote provic1efor a town park commission consisting'of' sJvElllmem
bel'S. ,'Such commissioners shall be appointed by thetinvn bOitl'd'ill w:riting, and such ap
pointments shall be filed with the town clerk. The'term of each memb81' shall' ,be, the seven 
~ears,next following the first day of July of the year in which his appointment is made 
and until the appointment and qualification of his successor, except that the first, seyen 
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members shall beappoillted respectively for snch terms that on the first c1IlY of July in 
each of the sevenlyears next following the year in which they are appointed the term of 
one member will! expire. After such original ; appointments one commissioner shall be 
appointed annually in the month of June to succeed the member whose term will expire 
on July first then next following. Each of said commissioners shall take and file the 
official oath. : ' ' 

'60.182 'Commission, organization, powers. (1) Within thirty clays after their ap
pointment and qualifications the said commissioners shall convene at the town hall and per
fect ,an organization; and thereupon such park commission shall have the usual powers 
of su'Ch 'bodies in addition to those heieinafter enumerated, shall use a common seal,make 
by-hiws and choose annually from its members ullnecessary officers. 

': (2) It may also aiiI}oint such othel' agents and employes as may he necessary to carry 
olltits fmlctioJiS, an'd niay i'emove them at pleasure, and make all ru.les and l'eg'ulations 
concel'l1ing' its work. , ' , 

, (3) The town, boarel shall provide sllitable offices where th~ maps, plans, idocuments 
anclrecor4s ofthecdiillllissioll shall be kept, subject to publicinspection at all r~asimable 
hohrs 'aml uncleI' such reasonable regulations as it may prescribe.' I 
I:' "'I!i' ! ') I"~ I '; , . : , , 

60.183 Park planning, report to town meeting. The ,commission shall make a thor
ough study of, the, town with reference to making reservations of lands therein for publio 
uses und,laying ,out ample open spaces, parks, highways, roads and boulevards; make 
plans and:inaps :of a comprehensive: town highway and park system; gather such informa
tiOl1 in relation thereto as, it :mayqeemexpec1ient j and report the SUllIe to tbe town meet
ipg: within ,h~o years from the date of its 9rganization. It shall make such other reports, 
from time to :time, as:may be l'eql,lested by the town board. 

" '60;184 : Park supervi~ion: and control, and acquisition. 'rhe said commission shall 
have'chatge'und supel'visioJi'of all lands heretofore 01' hereafter acquired by the town 'for 
park or' resei'vation' pl1rposes, and shall have power: ' 

(1) To layout, improve, maintain and govern all such parks and open spaces; to lay 
out, grade, construct, improve and maintain highways, roads, parkways, boulevards and 
bridges thetein orconn(lcting the pam(l ~vith I:\ny other park 01' open spaces or with any 
municipalit~r,:using ,such ;methoc1s ,!)nd ,m,ltterials ; as it, lllay. deeJl1, expedient; ,to determine 
and prescribe building ,lines, alo.q.g the, sa,me; and to, makf'l rules for, the regulation of th(j 
use and enjoyment thereof by the pu1;llie;' '",: , I ' 

! i , (2), To, ,accept, in the name of the town, grants, cOIlveyances and devises, of land and 
bequests and donatiollsof money;to be used for park purposes; . , 

(3) To acquire, in the name of the town, by purchase,,land contract, lease, eonclenma
tion, or othe~'wise, with the approval and conse~t of the town board, such tracts of land 
or'public' ivays'as' it may deem sl1itahleforpal'k purposes; but no land so acquired shall 
be dispbs~d cifl by the' town, '\'ithout the'bonsent of said commission, and all moneys re
ceivE!d fcii- any' such lands, or any inaterials,so disposed ofishall' he paid into a to,,'npark 
fllnd;',:;: "II ,ie, ,,' , I :" 

, " ,:; , ! : ,.:: : ' ::,: " .,' " '.i! i" ,d·;,,· 
" 60.19 "El~ct~on ,of o,fi7.cer~; ,1f~s~sspr~' in Milwltukee county. '(1), Bien11la1l~, in the 

odd-numbered years, at the annual town meeting there shall be elected in each town the 
following officers, viz.: 3 supervisors, one of whom shall be designated on the ballots as 
cliitihnan, a town 'cleiik, a 'treasurer;: an assesSor ,(the number of: assistant assessOl;S for 
which the town boaiid'befbril" sl1ch el~ction' shall' hm'wniac1e provision ),80 many con
st,a,.bl~fij ,rwt excee~1ing:3, ia~. s4\111 :h~ve beEln, ord.e~'ed Py t;he l,ast :p~:eceding ,annual town 
m,cetplg\ ,J;n all, cOljntIes,w,hlCh eontf1.J1l a populatIon of n,ot lei3,s than5pO,000qsuch ele~tion 
fi~f\n, be" pelq 1;licn,n~ally 911 th!3 Jp:,st Tllesday in, 4-pril i~ the, even-nullfb'i)l'ed years, and 
to~vn om,G~r~ shallholcl,office fpl: ? years. No person 1,lot ,~n el~,qt~r,of, the town shall,hold 
any town office, and no person shall hold the offices of treasurer arid assessor at the same 
time. The electors may at a referendum election held at the time of any reglilar or'special 
~1ectioIiJ i vo~~' ~oc<:)))ibine the offices of iass~ssol' and clerk to ,take effect at,the expiliation 
Of, the 'cuii'tint' t81'ms of such officers! No assessor shall be 'elected in' towns appointing 
8uch i bfficers under civil service undel'isubs.: (2) and (3)"i' : 

., ' . ,I , ... 

. i '(~) (it) [";rlIii electors' '<;>'fanytolfu ~uvilig" a population over 10,000 in aeoupty C61~
tbini\1g' ap'oi)ul~tioh oV'e1' qOO,OOO 1llUY reqt1e8t areferendull'l' to select town' assessors 
Hiia~rCi,,;il'sh'vice oy petit,ion, sign~a'byat least 15 pel' cent of the whole, number of clec
Wh\ votitrgthei'einfOl;govel:nol' at 'the last preceding general election. When such peti" 
tion is filed with the town clerk at least 20 days prior to a gen81'uloi' special town election, 
the question shall,be,sllbmittec1,tb the electors aSia iefcl'endum at such election; propel' 
ndtice,shall, be given, land ,the question shall abide the majority ,vote, of the electors of :such 
town.·;~fl~j'\. :.i'-' 'r: !'L ',' i ,1,', )J" "':: \ ;J: ')1: .. I" ' ~ I 

(b) If a majority vote shalL be for ,the selection of the IlSSeSSOl'S by civil servic!lr,the 
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assessors shall thereafter be selected under civil service. If' n civil service system shall be 
provided for such town under section 66.19 (2) (n), the assessors shall be chosen in ac
cordance therewith. If' no such system shall be in effect, the town board shall by ordinance 
adopt a civil service system in accordance with section 66.19 (2) (a) or (b) for the selec
tion of assessors. 

(c) The town board may determine the number of assessors or assistant assessors 
required and the salaries to be paid within the civil service salary schedule, and shall 
appoint such officers from the civil service lists. The initial appointees shall take office 
at the expiration of the terms of the last elected assessor or assessors. 

(d) The town board shall on or befOl'e March 15 prior to the commencement of the 
term of such officers and of each year thereafter, certify to the town treasurer the name 
01' names of such assessor and assistants and the salaries to be paid to said persons, and 
the town treasurer shall periodically issue a check on the town treasury for the pay
ment of such salaries on a semimonthly basis. 

(3) When any town has established a system for the selection of assessors and as
sistant assessors as p.-rovided in subsection (2), such system shall not be repealed for a 
period of 6 years after the initial appointees take office thereunder and thereafter it may 
be repealed only by a referendum initiated and conducted by like proceedings as pro
vided in subsection (2) for theadoption thereof. 

(4) The electors of any town not within the population classification of (2) may re
quest a referendum as provided in (2) to select assessors by appointment. Selection shall 
be under anyone of the following 3 options: (a) If such town has a civil service system, 
the assessor shall be chosen in accordance therewith; (b) If such town has no civil service 
system, the town board may by ordinance adopt one in accordance with section 66.19 (2) 
for the selection of assessors; (c) If such town does not adopt a civil service system for 
selection of assessors, the town board shall appoint them on the basis of m81-it, experience 
and general qualification8, fix the salary and the term of office which shall not exceed 3 
years. The provisions of (2) (d) and (3) are also applicable to all towns appointing as
sessors under (4). 

History; 1951 c. 423, 686; 1953 c. 3S? 

60.20 Notice of election; official oath. Within 5 days after the election of any 
town officer the town clerk shall transmit a notice thereof to the person elected, unless 
he voted at the meeting; and every person elected or appointed to any town office, ex
cept justices of the peace, shall, within 5 days after his election or appointment, or 
notification thereof, if required, take and file the official oath. The neglect to file such 
oath, or an official bond when required, within the time presCl-ibed therefor shall be 
deemed a refusal to serve in such office. 

60.21 Official bonds. Every official bond required of a town officer shall be in such 
sum, when no other provision is made, as shall be fixed by the town board therefor, and 
if none be fixed, then in the sum of the bond of the last incumbent of the office; shall have 
at least two sufficient sureties to be approved by the chairman in writing' thereon, and 
whenever the town board shall deem any bond insufficient they may require an additional 
bond to be made and filed i~ ,a sum, and within a time not less than ten days, to be fixed 
by them. 

60.22 Term of office. Every town officer elected at an annual meeting shall hold 
his office for 2 years, and until his successor is elected and qualified. 

60.225 Town officers residing in new villages. Any town officer, except jU'stices of 
the peace, who shall reside within the tenitory embraced within any village hereafter or
ganized, shall continue to be such town officer and discharge all the duties thereof until 
ten days aiter the next annual town meeting in said town unless his successor shall have 
sooner qualified. 

60.23 Failure to give bond or to act. If any person elected .to a town office, of 
whom an oath 01' bond is required, shall enter upon the duties of such office before he shall 
have filed such oath or bond he shall forfeit not less than ten nor more than fifty dollars j 
and if any person so elected, ()xcept he be unable from disease or other infirmity to .dis
charge the duties of such office, shall refuse or neglect to serve therein he shall forfe~t ten 
dollars, unless he shall have served in some town office for the term next precedip.g such 
election and shall have given wl-itten notice of refusal to the town clerk within the time 
prescribed for filing his oath. 

60.24 Oontinuance of justices in newly organized towns. When a new town is or
ganized, if there be one or more justices of the peace residing therein, they shall be 
deemed justices thereof and hold their offices according to their respective terms; and 
thereafter the number of justices shall be as provided in section 60.57. 
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, i60.2~. If.I.'el'm~,ldecided by le~".The;te~:p.clerk,within six,da:vs after. the1election of 
j~lstices of t)1e. peace.in (lny such I~ew ,tewn, shall give notice in. l"riting to the justices 
elected tOIJ.1fet at,slwh ,tiple ,and plaGea,s shallb.e specified in the notice ,Lor the p)lrpose 
Rf q~t~r,I,1,l~,lf~ng:pylot th~)epnsof office of. sW!hjust~ces, which notice shan, bra given not 
IN~s, t~a,It,,~~x Pf)l' .wor~ than. tw~lYI),C\ays. previous ~o the time, appoh~teC\ ~~~J.;IlW, fOl',sUfJh 
meetIng. , ,,":., .1. ::. "i.: . 

,II' ,60.2~ ,~~~e., At .t4e thnEl a:p.~ placEl flO. appointed the tQwn ,clel,'~ shall.eause' to' be 
wl',itten,Qn sep.arElt!;l, ,pieq(l$of :papl3~' (1$ n~arly, ialijre ,a$. ,practicaple Ithe. nuplbel's, ,one, two', 
or, ISO, WaPy, .of; each !s.nch ng~per, .as tlhall cOl,'l'espol,1cl to' the vacant, terp1s ,of .office to': ,be 
sl1PP\i(ld, ,qp.d fQld, tlwm ll:P, il~ nearly: alilqlas :Pl'acticable and, depQsit them ill.a, box, and 
tlm' pe;J;Eio11~ ~o! elected jusQ,Ges shalLeachi seve:ralliY . draw ,Qne Qf, said,: pieces, Qf, rpapel'.· if 
present; and if any shall have neglected to' attend or shalll'efuse to draW;ithen some .electOl' 
Qf .~e~o~v.:p., s~l~cte.cl, by ,tjJ,e clflrlf shl,lll dra:w ~ pj,s ~tea <,l; and eayp.,sllCIt j U~ti\l,(), s~!)l~hold 
WI o,.ffi,. ce f, O~'", ~\l,yh" puill,:b~l~o+ ye\l,~'s .as ~h,all be, ~le,s~gn\\t~~. J,JY JhH ~l1!llpb~r so .. drawp. by .. I' IQ~' forIhm.' . . , . '.' , . .' . . . .... . 

I," ,'I"~ :1; \1 'I'!, 

"'iI~O.~7" Cel'tiD,q.ate e~rE!sult., The town clerk,l'lhall make duplicate certificates,of puch 
,d,'a'1':ing and.,tIW, ~'raS\llt:t!lereofJ one of whicl:t,shall be fil!1(l:l\ndr~cordediin his,o,fP.ce,aI;1~l 
the other he shall transmit to the ckrkof the cil,'cuit court of. th~Co.Ullty .. , 
,. ~O ... 28 Ref)1~als to; sarve; tamperary) disability. If thet!1.'easurer-elect'l'efuses to 

ser,y~ :01:, the, ;offke. ,becemes vacant; 01' if· he ,shall bel unable ·for any, canse to ,perform his 
official duties, the town board shall ,forthwith appoint ·a 'treasurer d'Ol'i therema~der of 
snch term; and such appointment shall not. exoncl'l:\teth,a fo:n:li\e;I;, tr,c:j.surer 01', his: sl.p1eties 
~ron; , ,~n:y i li~RiliW! in,cUl,t:ed .. , If ~he ,~cumbe~~ of, any ,other fOWlf, ?ffice, ~X9~pt, ~~~t Qf 
,J:us,t,lce: ,of tH~pe~9~'. ~h,~ll ,f~'?ri1!)HY, ~~u,~~, be,ynaR~e,to perf~r~ hIf?, o~Clal. !~~l~~e~;. ,th~ 
town p0l:\rd mayappomt asmtable persoll tochschargy, the dittIes of s~lchQffi~e untIl the 
'diEmbility,' is 'removed;' The appoilitee shall' file' an oath' ofoffide a'lld givl) , the 'like 'bond 
'~'~qt~i'~~, ~f 'tIl~ " 0fI!.ige~~ :l1il" "'~?~~ i p,lac,e, ~~,' ;is app~fi\tecl' apci,"~~~W: fh~ :t~~y' h~,reii?;befo,l;~ 
i.~~;~,~C~~j f ?I , I' . 1 i • I 'I ; I . I I I, : I : I , i' I :' I' : 

60.29 Town beards; pewers. .The supei'visOl'sof each:town shall, constitute abbaI'd 
~q, be,.<;1e~igl}!\ted tpe "Town Board Qf •••. !!)anytwo of whom .shaUconstitutea .quorum, 
eftr~pt. w4en Qthel,'wise. provided by, law;· and the chairman may .administer oaths and affi
l4il<vits,i,n ftll mattc).'s. pertaining tQtlie ~airs of the town. I. Meetings of: the board shall be 
he~4; in ,th~· tpW11, .01'),11 any village ,0],'. ,city ;witpin i 0.1'" adjoining, tpe towll' SUCh. boa1.'c1 is 
9p1pqwered a,J;lfl :required :' " , , " " l., ' 

;(l),CRARGE,OFi TOW;N' ,AFFAIRS. ' To,have charge Qf all the affaii's of the :town not by 
law committed to other officers. " .' ," 

,,(1m) PU:Bl{IO .CONTRAOTS. ,: TQ\et pursuant to the prQvisions of section 66,,29 i all.public 
cont1'act!l, ,IlS defined in, ,section ,66.29. (1) . ( c) ,th€J estimatecl cOSt,Ol'; amount involved' of 
. 'yhich.1 ~hfj~I,~~Geecl$500, ... 1'J'ov~~leq,ho;\y;f;.yel'; th(j tQWll poard may determine that any class 
~~ IP]l1;>liq :iv9.i:~im.', I.\~ypartthe~'eof ~hAl~. be, done.di;r~.ctlyby.the town'V!i~h(;n~t subwitting 
the same for 1Jlds. The town board mflY ,!l~l?O flp,ter 11ltQ. al'l'angemeI;1tS·WIth .It&. ,co~ty, t() 
do. any type of wQrk without the requil'eIllent of competitive bidding regardless of the 
ullichlht mv61ved:" Coh:dty high,vaY: depirl.'tmcnts areauthoi;i~ed ,0 e~tel:~nto such agree-
'Hi~nts bH'jacos'thasis. 1

,';' , :" ,',i :li,)<,.I:"l')I\: 1111 ,i 1.
1
),,;'11

1
,", ";',:::' "'1," (;,' ( , 

.. ',' '(~), 9~D~R~ o~"~~~AsPJfY'" 'T\>~l~~';' ~lf .Q~C~ei'fi ~o~ the Pfltym(l~t()~lllo:d~y ,Q~t Qf ,the 
t9;WP itl',~~S~~'Y, J:?l' P~l~pp~~s.1tnowrcl RY law,. e;X:gelJt for .the,~vppoxt \1f. ~choql.s. . ", , ..• ' 

'" (~),~;U;~~~:A])Y~9,EJOTlq'iR ,REltf' ,~p prpcurEf.legaL:j.<:lYlCe.,,:f1eJ.l,:n!jYFlec1!11 thep.onduct 
P~i t?~ aff,a1ts .a.nd eIllPloyco~ll1fJel ~or ~hl).t TlUJ;po,se;, alfio, ~,llyh .S~C;l1iog1'.Il,phlC, Gle;J.'~cf\~ ,alld 
,e;x:p'~~'~ helP' '!Is WIl:rf~'ow.tiJpei~o ~ime, lile llecfls~,aw intlw. con,<,l,ld ,o(the affili.l'S .o~ tl;t~ tow~ 
~l~d th~, p;t:?,l;n~tI?~ of t~e.I:(iB-~!fC,lal, w(ll~arl3; yq y~t$.l: ll1t? the; .nece?sal'Y ~ontra9ts: .f?l;. t,Jfe 
perf~pn~.1,l.ce,.of ~~cl~ ~el'Vlces; aD;d"to. Cf~t~l!Plll~ .. t~e q\lall~qatl.ons,.lpqluc\lpg t4Eli;t;~SI~~nee 
ofthe~Ell',~q~.s.so~m~I?:yec1,.,\ ."".;: . "iI,iI,: 1\ "i' i .. , ""i .i, lil i,I,.,., 
,( 4 ~ I ; C1f,ARq~ q;u: AYTfPi;<S;,;I:e hll:yech.al'ge oIll:ll, qcttqns to ,which tIm, tRwll, i:;;~; .pa~ty. 

(I?) qO,LLEPT .DEJ~A~Di! D1Tl!l,TO~~ .. r.ro. demand payment into the town ,trel:\sul'Y, Qf 
~p. PElP,qlt~efl a~4.fo;J;fe16,1t'es. rl3cqy!1rable ,by .. the,town,. an(l 11-11 MlllUgeilsuffel:\3c1iby thE) 
F?w'l1 py q~e,~,ch~[:l o,t Rffici!~lppnC\s" by: injurie~ .to its property or by other injurtl;)s;. and, in 
~~s~ of ;+allure,l~oeqwp~y, IWlth sllch, 413111anfl, to brll1g and :prQ$ecute, prqper: actlOns ,Q~' 
p,~'oc~e~11~gs .tq J'~(l?ye~ tpe samEl"! '. I. 'i' '.' . " , . i" . 
" .. ' . (6) ,BOUNDAR.I~~, ,QF UNINJ10R~OR4TED, VIHL4.GE., i ,Tq. designate, and .cause .. to', ~e l'eeorded 
by ~h,e towIl cle~'k; tp.e pounqaries ;pf ,any :t,ll1incol'porated YillageJo~at~d fwithin.the to,vn" i : I • 
.. (7). :VILL~9E ,~OLlcE.Toapp6jl1t, when ,the public good, 'l'~quires,.itJ' :nQtexceeding 
~hre!l p'plie~meH' one, !3upel;intendent. of police and one . night i watchman, ,lor. service. in the 
v:~l,lagl:l" ! I.,. I Ii:" 
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(8) POLICE. To appoint policemen, a superintendent of police and a night watch
man for service at any other place in the town when needed to protect persons or property 
01' to preserve order at any assemblage for moral, religious 01' educational purposes. 

(8m) JAILS. To have charge of the town jail, if any, which it shall conduct in the 
manner provided in s. 62.09 (13) (c). The town board may delegate this duty to the 
constable 01' any police officer of the town. 

(9) BYLAWS, PUBLICATIONS. To adopt bylaws, when needed, to regulate the con
duct of policemen, superintendents of police and night watchmen and to restrain drunk
enness, disorderly conduct and the careless use of firearms; and fix a penalty not exceeding 
$10 for each violation thereof; but such bylaws shall be published in the mauner pre
scribed for the publication of bylaws adopted by town meetings and shall have the same 
effect as such bylaws. 

(11) LIGHTING HIGHWAYS. To provide, by contract or otherwise, f01' the lighting, 
when necessary to facilitate public travel, of the principal improved highways of the 
town, and of bridges located thereon. 

(12) MANUALS FOR OFFICERS. To purchase for the use of town officials such hand
books or manuals relating to their powers and duties as the board shall deem of material 
assistance to such officers in the performance of their duties. 

(13) POWERS LIKE VILLAGE BOARDS. To exercise powers relating' to villages and con
ferred on village boards when lawfully authorized so to do by resolution of the town meet
ing adopted pursuant to subsection (12) of section 60.18. 

(14) FAKERS. To suppress mountebanks. 
(15) BILLIARDS) BOWLING, ETa. To suppress, or license and regulate the keeping of 

billiard tables, pool tables, pigeonhole tables and bowling alleys for hire or gain, the term 
of any such license not to extend beyond the date of the next town meeting, fix the license 
fee, and to revoke any such license for cause, and any person operating without a license 
or violating any regulation made by the town board shall forfeit to the town not exceed
ing fifty dollars nor less than ten dollars, or, in default of payment thereof, be imprisoned 
in the county jail for a term not exceeding six months. 

(16) WATER MAINS) AND SEWERS OF ADJOINING MUNICIPAI,rTY. To grant to any ad
joining city 01' village permission, in the extension of its water or sewage systems, 
subject to the rights of abutting property owners, to lay and maintain water mains and 
sewers in any street or highway in the town, and no abutting property owner who is 
permitted to connect with and use any such water main shall be deprived of the use thereof

1 except as to the use of water for nonpayment of water charges, without the consent of 
the town board. 

(17) PULMOTORS, RESUSOITATORS, INHALATORS. To purchase pulmotors, resuscitators, 
inhalators and all other equipment that may be needed for any and all emergency calls. 

(17a) WISCONSIN TOWNS ASSOOIATION. To appropriate money by a two-thirds vote 
to purchase membership in an association of town boards for the protection of town inter
ests and the fUl,therance of better town government. 

(18) FIRE DEPARTMENT, FIRE LIMITS, EXPLOSIVES, FIREWORKS, FIREARMS, FIRE WARDEN. 
(a) To establish a fire department or fire departments in any town or any part of the 
town, 01' join the town 01' a part thereof with a neighboring town, group of towns, 
parts of towns, cities or villages in establishing a joint fire department or joint fu'e de
partments, and to join the town or a part thereof with a group of towns, parts of towns, 
cities or villages in the joint acquisition and ownership of fire fighting equipment and 
to appropriate the proportionate share of such town 01' part 01' parts of a town of the 
cost of purchasing and maintaining such equipment, when authorized by resolution 
adopted at any town meeting; to a.ppoint the officers and members thereof, and prescribe 
and regulate their duties; to provide such compensation for the members of the fire de
pal'tment or departments as the town board may determine; to purchase workmen's com
pensation insurance covering such firemen; to provide protection from fire by the pur
chase, use andmaintenvllce of fire engines and other necessary apparatus for the ex
tinguishment of fire and by the erection and construction of cisterns and reservoirs; to 
erect fu'e engine houses; to enter into agreements with any town, group of towns, part of 
a town, city 01' village in which a fire department is established, or with any fire asso
ciation, corporation or individual for the maintaining, housing and manning of the fire 
fighting equipment of such fire department or fire departments; and to levy tax upon 
all real and personal property in the town, or that part of the town receiving protec
tion from such contract, or equipment or jointly owned equipment for the purpose of 
purchasing and maintaining 01' manning the same; to compel the inhabitants of the town 
to aid in the extinguishment of fire, and to pull down and raze such buildings in the 
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vicinity of iil'e as shall be directed by them 01' any 2 of them who may be at the me, for 
the purpose of preventing its communication to other buildings; to establish fire limits 
01' the limits within which wooden or other combustible buildings shall not be erected; to 
require the owners or occupants of buildings to provide and keep suitable ladders and fire 
buckets which shall be appurtenances to the realty and exempted from seizure and forced 
sale; and after reasonable notice to such owner or occupant and refusal or neglect by 
him to procure and deliver the same to him, and in default of payment therefor, to levy 
the cost thereof as a special tax upon such real estate, to be assessed and collected as other 
taxes in such town; to regulate the storage of gun powder and other dangerous materials; 
to require the construction of safe places for the deposit of ashes; to regulate the man
ner of putting up stove pipes and the construction and cleaning of chimneys; to prevent 
bonfires and the use of fireworks, and firearms in the town 01' any part thereof; to au
thorize fire wardens, at all reasonable times to enter and examine all dwelling houses, 
lots, yards, inclosures and buildings of every description in order to discover whether any 
of them are in a dangerous condition and to cause such as may be dangerous to be put 
in safe condition. 

(b) Whenever such fire department is established or such town board contracts for 
such protection for a part only of a. town, or becomes part of a joint fire department 
under paragraph (a), the cost or proportionate part of the cost of purchasing, main
taining and manning the fire fighting equipment of such fire department shall be paid 
by the town out of the general fund and the town board shall thereupon levy a tax upon 
all real or personal property in that part of the town receiving protection from such 
equipment, in order to reimburse said town. 

(18m) TOWN WITHOUT FIRE PROTECTION LIABLE FOR FIRE FIGHTING SERVICE. Any 
town failing to provide under subsection (18) or otherwise for a fire department and 
fil'e fighting apparatus and equipment for extinguishing fires in such towns shall be 
liable for the services of any fire department in fighting fire and appearing to fight fire 
in such town upon request. 

(19 ) WATER MAINS, SEWERS, POPULOUS COUNTIES. The town board of every town in 
counties having a population of 150,000 or more are hereby authorized upon petition of 
two-thirds of the property owners in any block, or of two-thirds of the owners of prop
erty fronting .01' abutting upon any street or portion of street, to build and construct 
water mains and sewers along the street or streets on which such blocks or property abut 
or front, and to assess property abutting and fronting upon such streets for the cost 
thereof. 

(20) FIRE DEPARTMENT, EMPLOY, HOUSING EQUIPMENT. (a) The supervisors of any 
town may make deposit and payment out of the general fund to any city, incorporated 
village, .01' duly organized volunteer or private fire company, in said county or in an 
adjoining county to secure and pay for fire department service in said town, and for 
the prevention and extinguishment of fires as may be necessary and proper, and in con
nection therewith may contract for or purchase fire extinguishing apparatus, which may 
be housed in such city 01' village and may be manned by its fire department. If the gov
erning body of such city or village gives its approval, the town may, instead of coutract
ing for fire protection with such city or village, contract for such protection with any 
private corporation or individual equipped to furnish the same. 

(b) Whenever, upon petition of two-thirds of the resident freeholders of a con
tiguous district described in such petition, of any town to the town board of such town 
that such district desires fire protection from a near-by city, village 01' town department, 
specifying the kind of protection desired and the amount that such protection will cost 
yearly, or whenever it becomes necessary to provide protection as demanded under 
section 60.29 (18m), such town board shall contract with the council of such city, the 
board' bf such village or the board of such town or any duly established volunteer 01' 

private fire company as specified in such petition, and such contract shall be executed 
by resolution of both governing bodies. The town board shall yearly appropriate and 
pay to such village, city or town, 01' duly established volunteer or private fire company 
the sum agreed upon for such protection and shall yearly levy a tax upon all the real 
and personal property in said contiguous district in order to reimburse said town; and 
any such village, city 01' town is hereby authorized to enter into such contract. 

(c) Any town, part of a town or persons residing therein may join with a neighbor
ing town, part of a neighboring town, city 01' village in establishing and maintaining a 
joint volunteer fire department or in obtaining fire service from any corporation, asso
ciation or individual equipped to furnish adequate protection, by contract or otherwise, 
the proportionate expense of establishing and maintaining Buch joint volunteer depart
ment, 01' contract for such service shall be paid as provided in paragraph (b) by each 
town 01' part of a town, city 01' village which has joined in the establishing of the de-
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partment, or contracting,. for"such:sei'\rice. Nothing- herein shan. obligate a town to ,pay 
for. ,firer-fighting. scrvices in ,tsl'1'itories i located· within. dishids under the i sllpervisiolli and 
control of . .fire wardens. \. I ., "; . , I 

, "i Cd) The· town" board 'of any·t01Vnmay' enter' into agreements' 'With 'any' neighboring 
town, : part of a, town; . or any "neigh borin'g city '01' village,' oi'with any' gointfii'e dilpart~ 
ment, ,created under ,section 60,29 ,(18) (a),' .firemenls 'association! cOl'poratioh;.orin
dividnal. equipljed . to· f~n'nish adecluate . .fire 'protection!, :for . obtaining .fire protection sel,l 
vice for any. townj .. or IJart· of a,itown;to make·paymentout 6f. the general fund, of, tHe 
towil, oLthe, .cosLthereof;, and td levy a, ta:X· upon lall· the: 'l'eal and personal property 
of :that.!paJJt lof the I town reoeiving'iproiEiction under sllch agreement sufficient,to :reim. 
bursethe,toWll.fOldhecost,thel'eof", ,: ,II I,,' "i"!' ,[ i""" ", 

'(21)Oli'FIOER1SHAVE POWERS' bF'\hLLAGE '6FFIOE~S. 'Ehbh offi'cei' aplJOi'riteldunder ·tml 
provisT011S of' tl1is 'seetion"shaU p'osses~!lna: may' eX~i!Cise' all' the~ p6wets' i:p'Ossess~a by tbJ 
same'officei'in viIlag'eslncol'pcJl'atec1ltlidel' general'Iaw. ,"" ", " "'''.. :",' ,:,1 
'". '(22)' PEST 'ANl>"bIS~ASE PREVEkTION. " VVhenail 'endei·gency 'ih'ises~vithin, it'town' 'due 
to insect pests, weeds, or plant or animal diseases, and when it is the jildgm'eiit 'of the 
board' that the delaY. ihcit1eti~' to . caUiIrg 'rl: Ispecial tiMn'nieetihg-\{roMd reslilt'in ?eVel'J in
jury'to the g'eneral' welfare,' toapptoptiate' not to exceed'6'rie hillldreddblla'I'S 'ftom 'tlie 
town treasul'y for'tne conti'ol'df 8ucliinsedt :pests;weed~;o~' plant'6~ animal'diseases. ''I'h'? 
town clel'k shalhvithin ten' days'notify the state' delJartbielit 'of 'agriculture ~tt4e' ~ta:te 
capitol ofsuch"appl'opri~'tidn .. i "I""""", i i.""" Ii" '" , ,,'\",, 

, , , (23) , 'N AllE i STRIDETEi,NUMBER B:otrSES, MIL WAuttEJb' dou#y: ',' (Ii) I ''1,'he 't'o.\vii: 'b~ard.9f 
every town in counties having a population of tW6hundred an'd fifty' thousand' oi; more 
may name or' change the name i of any!street, and, may'compel the'o,Vllers alid 'occupaiIts of 
all'llOuseSi stores orothel'builc1ings to numbeI' the same in sllch'manner as' the "bbaid' li1/iy 
froln timetotillle'pl'escribe.,:\ ' 1,1 :i! i,ii" ',1: i.' 'It:lj'''! 1'111, "i;i 'i!'I!" '1Iill.,.I.d 'lid 

: (b) Such town'board'is Ruthol'iz'eCI' to'makethenecessai'yexp~ndituresforthe p,ui!~6s6 
of carrying' out the provisions of this subsection. . '" [I":,,, " i ,., '" 

[I, ,(24) OFFIOE HELPllpoPutous' OOUNTY.'·' The' town ,board'of evel'Y town iiI cOu:hties 
haying:, a, population of.,150,000 or more, 'and maintaining' anoffic~ of the town clerk)' may 
eJ,nplpy, c1el'ical or stenog1!aphic help, in·thil"work ,in 'such office.' ' , ": '; " • i 
'" '. (,25)· BANK' DEPOSITORY; 'To'designate the' ba'Iik oil baliks'whel'e the money! b'EHongfrig 
to the tOWllshall be' deposited.' When the ':inoneyis Idep!dsited in such depository fu'tne 
name 'Of the' t01vn,the l tI'eastU'er antl'his' bo'lldimie:ri "~ha:ll not lJiJ 'liable fOl' si:lch"losse~' as' are 
defined by subsection (6) of section 34.01. The interest arising therefrom shall be 'pllid 
intothetowntreasnryJ' I, i ,'."" ',1."."1" I,',':' 
:, , : '(26)'" STREET 1M~ROVE:rJENT'S,: SPECrrAL i~SESSl\rEiNTS, . I (a) 'The town 'bonIta' 'ofa.ny fOWli 
may catlse'ahy highway,stl;eet' or alley,' o~ 'anypm;t thei!!\qf,' 'fo be itiWdec1"pa~ed\ 'OIl 'o'tlle'r:
~s'e: i,~J?rov.ed,. il1clu~~g" ~~e 'c?hst~~i~tio~, 'of 'ch~·!~~' r,n4,' ~lt,~~~;,il;.: V~orl\:~ )je~itibn, 'iil~~;.~fR~' 
IJi'Wtitrng' SIgned by 'at least a ma'JOi'Ity of aU owners of r,ea1 ,estate bOlmding' both SIde:;;. 
If "such 'hig'hway,.s,t'eeet, (\1;' alley abu~s oiI.platteCl· 'pi'opert;y' tpe ,poal'q'sh~11 a#~~ b'e~efif$ 
and damages I against !sitch 'platted liropertyas pl'ovidecl W" s,~ 66.~O'.,' There 'ls'jmposE;cl 
upon'th? to";ls :hll bf,the p,o~i?rs Iy~~tea ~rllages ~rs~id, ·se,1ti?11.,: AII',?f, th?' dli1tijl~ I hRi 
posed ilpon' VIllage boUl'ilS ?l' VIllages, then' se~eral commIttees, ,VIllage cle~'k,vil1ag'e treal'l
nrer and street comnllssioilel' by.'said' s~c.ti6nl sIHlll ' bepei1'Ol'med. ill' such towns py' th'~ 
town ooali-CIs, tliEltowli ic1b't'lUi, to'Wllti'easurei's' a:ndthel sup,el~n'tehden,t '6f'¥ghwaY~. 'Yher~ 
noti'cie' hI' reqtiiI'ed to be p\lblisliilc1, 'ancl thei'e is u'6newsj:lli.p~l; plillii'slied in sai(rtown; such 
notidW shall beg1venbypostink '5 'copies: thereof in 5pubu,e pl~ceidp., ~\li~ tb;Wll.' ", '\:' 
, ,J~) ivy~e~ev~.r'a CO?t~~~p,~'ler~r,i,s'ib~uJ tobe.l~t for'th~;gTddi~gl,EllVing".ol·'9tM~; 
i~pro,~em~,~t' o~. alfY .lPR;~IW~!, . ~tl:ee~,~~' !i!l1~Yli ,~~e ,~C!t~~ I a~s~~;~;n~~t~ l!eJ~e~1 1{l:.4I:tr i!-Y; nie 
costs ,W~~',e?f,~~~.d.¥l.s? ~ac~.~nt1ivIc1ual 1~<!s.~ilslP-,ent ma~, k~ i~Iy,r~e~, Wto : ,eclufll., i :9st!rlIJ?Yp:~s, 
~f .~lOt llfo~,~ tha.J?.10. IJ? n,~l;npel> ap~,fo~' ,~¥e ?ui'~oseq~ ;~~tf~wat~g t,~e ,c~llectIqf1 ,lilt l,l.rfY 

:h~l'!~~~lM: ;~11Itvfff:c/I:'s~~~r5~~,a;d .l~, ~u~~?,r~zec1,~o, ,I~sW~. ~9n~s,p~y~ble ,o~t 9~ 
"II I':," ,'I ' I .",' ',~ i,: " I, :': " \:' ,,: ,: '.lll) \;' ;11 ,',! .1 i . ~ I ,.", ., ,I, ," I,: 1 

i ," '( c) ,There. i$ ipipoped upqn m,~ towps ~nwhic~,. ,Ull~~.r: thisJmbs,E)~trq~,1llgh)rlj.ys!. s,tl:eEJ~~ 
or, alleys ~re to b(l gTade~, paY~<l9;i: o~hel:~Se, ,imIw(,>ve,cJ, a,1~ <;>f fpe pp,1yem yeptEl<lI,:qJllt~e~ 
under s. 66.p~, !)nd a,u, 9f tlw, ,c1u.t~e.s, qy ~~.ch1leQt~pn.ip:iPRpe~ :q.pOlf t4e/~pjnIf1q:qi ~91J.n9~ !\D,~1. 
bq~r<;l or pupli,c wpr~s, .:q:tayqx, c;ity clerk. anCl, ,city, tr,ea~UXet", .s~,l,lll ,p~ p,e~1:9rJ,l;t,ed ?y ttie 
tOWJl.; POIH;<l; ·t911'11 chail~WUJ1~to,yrl d!3r~ l~lld.i9~tr~asuxer,. ,~!l4:~uc'H,b!)1iq(l (l~~l.R~~t~E;q 
hy ihetQWll ,~hab'.ma1'\ awl ,~tt\l\lted by . the .tq'Y,n~~erk.; aI;lc1. ~~~l:e Noti~.is ,r(;l,q\],j.~!l,4 to. b~ 
publis4~p., s~~c4 1l0tiGC? mp,y.q(;l giYe1l' as, pr9videcl ~1l P~l'·,( \1,).1 , I. ". .' i • 

I. (~7) AdQu:tRE LANmli FOR STREETS .. Toacquil'sland to lay,.outalld ,open, ,change; 
widen or .extend. any stJ;eet, lmie or, 1j.1ley and. to exercise all, powers l~elative, thereto, ~:;; .ar<l 
conferred.on village boarcls by chapter 61 of the statutes. i ,," I '" •. /" I 
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(28) STREET. IMPROVEMENTS, ASSESSMENTSJ MIlIWAUKEE OOUNTY. The towu boarel of 
evel'y town in counties having a population of 250,000, or more may cause the whole. or any 
part of, any street"highway 'or alley located thereinto he graded, paved,:macadamized or 
otherwise improved; including the construction, of curbs and ,gutters, water, and ,!>ewer 
mains and service pipes and levy special assessments therefor as providedins. 66.60 for 
viHjtg\l1=\ ~offitecljn ,similar ,~l1~tiAA ~ut witho1,lt ~Y, petitiop therefor, a.']! mentipp.ed in 
f:\ub .• , (26}:." "I,,' i " '" , " " '" "," I' ,'," . , .. , ' ,i"" .,., , 
" (29) .LAKE I1IIPROVEMENTS ,BY TOWN. ,The towl;l boar.d of, any town ,maYJ,c;laUse inl
provements to be made in, any, lake situated in such town. ,The, expense ,of: s\loh, wor,k: 6.1' 

~~I!rqvem-,ent!w.~y ~e p~~q ip, )y401e;p:.; in pa~i ,~Y the}.o;WP ?l~ ,by, the, prqpe~'ty to l,Je ,~ene
fi~~d ,p).er,eP,Y 1m, the, !~o:o/1t ,l,lOpxd,. PlP;Y;, detll,rpllny" b,ut W, I;!,O, I ?,!If!,e sp.~llth? amqup.t ,a,ss~~sed 
to. ,lJ.l].y, Il~i'c,el. of. reid. estflt!:)! exceeq ,tj1.e .gen,yfiti:lItQ~I~iIJ.g. ~h,e:ret~ b:y ;suc~~~p?-:?,:,:~ni~nt.! ,Pr 
whenever there IS presented to the town bOal'44 !tnyJooyp. fl-, I!E(t~tlPf\ lfl. ~1-tmg ,~lgne4 by 
!l;t )~~st .am~jRt1.ty, o,f ~~~.O'yIt,~~'s 0111.pitri,an :p:,Ope~ty on, Il;ny lake, situat~d insaid}?wn; 
prayIng that saldlake be llllproved as set fOrth ill ,~al,d petItIon,the ,to;wn board shallma"/l:e 
or cause to be made such improvements and shall assess benefit's ana damages' against such 
ripariallproperty' in the manner pl~ovided in subsection' (26) of thisseetioll, and the pro
visions of said subsection, so far as applicable, shall gpvern. . '. . • . . '" 
" (SO) :'b{p~o~~~~s· IN"Vm~lGl!i.' iWhenev~l; the :to,~ b~~,rd ,is authoiized by r~ohh 
t~9;n.9ftM ,tpW:tl, ::irie~ti;hg, adopkcl pU~Ml;lt ,'toil., 60.;1,8. (1~)' tl;>, :~xe1-~~se the 'p,ow~rs 'telatiniS 
t'oV1.nages. and conferi'ed' on 'village bo~rcls,1 and in the exercise. of such powers deti.nwnes 
to!,pr!>yid~' i,J,l.MY \'ilii~eoi~pliat~d Village in said ,towri'~Yi'conv~iiie.nce PI' P\lbfie}nip~'~v;e~ 
ment, including the lighting' of streets, then the cost, thereof shall he assessed upon I'all 
r11,'qp~i'j;y,1"ithiiit4e' bOlpio,anes ofthe'u,niricorporatedvm~ge,' ':'.. '", '.,., 
'( 31) Tc)"\vN BOARD M:AY 'BRING AOTIONS; , The to'Yn boarQ. of fl,nyi town is authorized to 

institute Rn:action,'to .test'.'the validity. o£aJ;. ordinance ,attaching 01" detaehillg .its territory 
o:,:'a';PII-1',t}hereof, t9, or'Jtpw',alfY ,fo~~n,.' v~llage, or: c!ty, Alld lU~Yi~;xpe~se inc~ll'l'~dby ~he 
towri,boara, its agentsjattorneyS01'representatlves ill,suchactlOn or,proceedmgsshaH ,be 
Paidli"'thetown ... " "" ,., , I" " I." 1;, .. , ,II!." , 1 

i " 'i ,r. ) ;11 " ),.,., I ',I 'I" 'I' I" t' '" 1 (, I 'I J ! ,I ,I "d I .,1 ' 

',.',(3~~ExoB:~N,GE ;rO,'YNTAX~~~()~, OO~TY l:JANDSi. The wwp '~olltd' is ~mpo,,:er?d.,.to 
authorIze the town treasurer tp I exchange the town delinquent real estate taxqredlt e:pst-
ing with ,the ,county f01',county-ownedlands, . ,." 
,,: (33),TQW1f~d4:N~'ITO sO;aoPLDlST~i6~s.' Th~,towll b~:ardlof any' town may 16an 
money to' the board o£' any . school district operating 'Uriiler thE:) ilistrict system within. the 
town, i~',(l\\())fsuilli?,'a's a~e ueeded,to. meet the im,mediate'exPenses o£ mairitainhigthe school 
ofsueh'~i~~det,: ~,~':~~ch '.9~st~ct, b~~~',il may hci:jt()w;,ac'c()l'¥~li,lanWgiv~ th~ir 'ilbte t,her~
fq1:. " No s,l~(lh ~oM.~ ,~1:!~l1 oe,1ll,!1de, i;O ,e~tend beyond the thIrtIeth day of August nor ill an 
amount exceeding one-half of rh~ lesti~ated,rece,i,ptr>' as' ~ertif!(Jd b;y the .state supe~~in,tend,ellt 
~~a~,~~ool~, ~~il: ~h~, ,l,;~~l ,scH9ol, cler~, ,at Ii rat~ ,~f',interest to" b~ de~~r~nin~,d by, th~. to',vn 

. (34) BodKSFOR INDIGENTPUPILS. The to~nboaraof' any town mayfurnishfree'te~t 
books to indigent pupils from the town who attena: eithel.' high school 01' vbcationa[schQol 
in other municipalities. . . 
"' (35)'MoTOR BOA~s.Tore'guI8;te 01' prohibit by brdiriimce We 118e; ,traffic and noise of 
irlbto'rboatS'oh ariy 'hiland lake 01" 11.ver; during such hours ,,,hen rioi~esare(listurbingto 
the public or inimical to public safety, morals and health." I, i , ,;!,' 

;" (9t1), POllWlll AN~ li'~RE ,l1E1P ARTME,N';L'~.,'Wh~w ,a,board, ,of pp1ice. {u,Id fire <;ommissioners 
is, du,ly,appoint!:)<1, pwrsuant to ,septipn .60.18 q~), ,to'! pl'()~~,e(J ,by Ql;di!lan~e ,or .1'esqliltiol,l 
to, e~tl\blishfl, poHcedep!1rtment !lnd It, fire. depl\rtn1en~ (Jr, eithel' of, them, to.,pl',ovid"ef,()t' 
t4,e, b,<;>using, fi!lQ., .llm~lPIAe;nt th.Weo~" tq clesig;na,te, t4e ,wep+p~l'$ . the1'~of" .hlclu4mg r,!1nk, 
d,ll~iei'i,."num1;le.~ and" C,01ll,pen.$,ttti .. 011 ~d to re.,gu. Il1-hLS~ch ... ,Il!:)p. iW~~~j1. ts, Pla.+"t~C~ll1rly. . .. when 
rllf;lppp.P.ing tgeWIl~:geJ,l,(,ly,~a~ls, e~cep'~ias \>tl;1el~wse prov~qe~~Yi~tatl1te.:, I, , .'. '.'" 

"[' ,( 3S,); CU',['1):r)::T,G o,1f,W'!!])!JI:>S TO p~~YE1l,'\';L' FIRE? ;rh~~o'Yll. b9f\.rQ of every to'IVn in ~,oun~ 
tie~, ;ha:ving ! a popnlatiqp., ,of5QQ,,OOQ PI' mQ~'1) WllY i r!)quJ\'eb,J: i ord\:qance, that .the owner 
q)J, o,,~p.llrs ,of, ,M.Y)lJ'llds lO(,late~. in,$]i\~~ 1i?,yn,shal.t!lAt, ;IIllY !y;~d~" ~'l!~~~'11 Pl,' Qliher. gr9wt~, 
not defined as noxlOus. weeds 1ll seetlOn 94.20, for the purpose of, prevent,ing,:(il,'IlS, aiJ;l9 
tJt"tb,e fl':(llltO:\, ~b,~}~ill¥,e,yfsu.ch o~er, (jr o,wners to co,!fpl~ with the pro'9sion~ of 
.~1~cl;1 ,?r4m.lInf~ i ~ft.e~; l1esemllg ~l1eh }Wt~,~~, as,ll)ar b?prpvId~~,th~req, tlie. board lrIa.y 

fa~J:r&e~~atf:e s:~~e s6ili:r c,~;e:i:J t~i:: the" eq~,t~ • mm·p·Tr4 l~ ~,~ ,~o~n$',~~~pWfi ,~l1ch 
," I' ,1,1, :\."J ~" .' 1"'j'l, ',',: ',"" " ',' r ""! ,I" I t'O 'I)' i r ."." • 

,,:(99) ! ,c~m,l!]pp~Y i1fE~OES,., , 'l'<? }l1'ovidE;l, ,f(n: £.en,~es,~, ip!lloi!(lc~n1etllries .Fh~t; ,h~ve, )J,ee~ 
~bflPdoR~49+', p,e~~ep~ed 'yhe11 tltfl, b?~rd by:~aJol'~ty xqte ~hall ~o, dlitllrlfl~n,e~ 4nYPEll'~Rn 
,yI;1R,d~strqy~, ()~'I ,ca,~I;l~~, aW!LY ,\IPy .sl1ch ,fen,ceshflllpe ,P11~lShE)d bY,,1l; ~lfe, <)£ }lilt to. e~qlled 
$25 or by ImprIsonment for not more than 30 days 01' both. . ,. .... 
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(40) VAOATION OF ALLEYS. The town board of any town may by ordinance adopted 
by a majority of the members thereof and in conformity with the provisions of section 
66.296 vacate alleys located in such town, provided that no alleys immediately in the real' 
of lands fronting on a state 01; county trunk highway shall be vacated without the prior 
approval of the county board of supervisors. 

(41) ENTER. RoEGIONAL PLANNING PROGRAMS. To act jointly with other municipalities 
in the area to establish and maintain a regional planning program to protect tlie health, 
safety and general welfax9 of the town as part of the region, and to make payments out 
of the general fund for the pro rata share of the cost of such progl.'am. 

(42) DISTRIBUTION OF FOREST CROP INOOME~ .A town board may distribute the amount 
of national forest income allotted to a joint school district by crediting and applying the 
allotted amount upon and in reduction of th.e proportion of the taxes of such school dis
trict certified to the town !llerk of sllCh town. 

(43) CO-OPEHATID IN COUNTY PLANNING. To co-opera,te with the county in l'llral 
planning under ss. 27.015,,59.07 (65) and 59.97. 

History: 1951 c. 297. 329. 643;,1953 c. 109; 1955 c. 134. 149. 311. 330'. 366. 651: 1957 c. 23. 
60, 97, 132. 

(18m) is a proper exercise of the., gen
eral police power of the state, and IS not 
unconstitutional as delegating legislative 
power to obtain fire protection to the person 
who requests the services, nor as delegat
ing power to cause expenditures of public 
funds for fire protection to private indi
viduals nor as compelling the expenditure 
of pubhc funds for private purposes. No 
judicial power is usurped by the legislature 
in maldng the town liable for the payment 
of services rendered therein l,Jy fire depart
ments in cases where the town itself has 
not provided for fire protection, it still being 
within the scope of judicia~ inquiry to q.e
termine whether the serVICes for WhICh 
claims are advanced have been rendered and 
whether the charges therefor are reasonable. 
Rockwood Volunteer, Fire Dept. v. Kossuth, 
260 W 331, 50 NW (2d) 913. 

In (18m) the legislature intended that 
the statute should apply to the services of a 
voluntary, unincorporated fire department 
as well as to an incorporated fire depart
ment whether or not its organization, equip
ment: etc., tomplied with the provisions of 
213.08 and 201.59 (3). ,An organized and 
active, although uninconlor~ted, town vol
unteer fire 'department, WhICh owned con
siderable equipment and, qualified for the 
return of 2 per cent of the town fire insur
ance premiUlils under 201.59 (3), was a fire 
department contemplated by 60.29 (18m), 
so as to be entitled thereunder to compensa
tion for fire-fighting services rendered in a 
town which had not provided for fire pro
tection. Rudolph Volunteer Fire Dept. v. 
Rudolph, 260 W 362, 50 NW (201) 915, 

Under (3) a town board had authority to 
appoint a person as "financial agent" of the 
town to work in co-operation with the town 
attorney and board in issuing and handling 
the sale of 'municipal bonds. State ex reI. 
Stock v. Kubiak, 262 W 613, 55 NW (2d) 905. 

Under (20) (b), (c), a town board had 
the 'power to. 3;ppropriate money for' an 
Incorporated, JOInt volunteer fire depart
ment, organized by private individuals 
pursuant to authority of 213.05 for tlIe sole 
purpose of providing fire protection in a 
designated area of 2 contiguous 'towns, and 
had the power to. levy a tax on the prop" 
erty in that part of such area within the 
town to reimburse the town, as against' a 
contention that the town board could ap
propriate money only for a fire depart
ment directly organized by the town under 
the provisions of (18). Tonn v. Strehlau, 
265 W 250, 61 NW (2d) 486. 

Under the provisions of (20) (b) COll
strued together with the provisions of 

'(20) (c), the town board had the power to 
,make a direct appropriation to a joint 
volunteer fire department to cover the cost 
of acquiring fire-fighting equipment, as 
against a contention that the town board 
was limited by the statute to entering into 
a contract for fire protection with such fire 
department. Tonn v. Strehlau, 265 W 250, 
61 NW (201) ,486. 

See riote to 60.01, citing 'Pugnier v. Ram
harter, 275 ,y 70, 81 NW (2d) 38. 

See note to 30,06 citing 45 Atty. Gen. 23. 

, 60.295 Street name changed by board. The town board may whenever it may deem 
necessary, change the name of any street in the township not 10catE)d in an incorporated 
village therein. 

60.30 Town sanitary districts; definition, purposes. (1) Town sanital'y districts 
may be created for' the purpose of purchasing', establishing or constructing surface or 
storm water sewers, drainage improvements, sanitary sewers, or a system or systems of 
waterworks, sewerage, garbage or refuse disposal or aU of such improvements or any 
combination thereof, within a town 01' towns or portions thereof; alid to that end may 
sue and be sued. The definitions' in section 144.01 are applicable hereto. A sanitary 
distxict may sell any of its services to users outside its corporate limits. The term 
"sewerage" as used in sections 60.30 to 60.309 shall be considered a comprehensive word, 
including all constructions for coll!)ction~ transportation, pumping, treatment and final 
disposition of sewage. 

(2) Town sanital'Y' districts may be created, governed and maintained as hereinafter 
provided in any town, towns oi- part thereof, provided that no such toWn sanitary district 
shall include any territory included within an incorporated village or city at the time of 
organization of such district. The fact that any of such territory shall be contained in a 
metropolitan sewerage district or contained in any other district shall not operate to pre
clude the valid organization of such town sanitary district, it being the intention of the 
legislature to permit auxiliary sewer consb~u~tion by such town sanitary districts, in addi-
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tion to the main sewers and intercepting sewers constructed or to be constructed by such 
metropolitan sewerage districts. 

Under (1) a district for the 'installation 
of storm sewers can be created for an 
area which includes a smaller sanitary dis
trict which had installed sanitary sewers, 
if there are no conflicting interests. Fort 
Howard Paper Co. v. Town Board, 266 W 
191, 63 NW (2d) 122. 

Several districts in the sa.me town may 
each borrow up to 5 .per cent of their as
sessed value 'without violating the consti
tutional debt limitation. Fort Howard 
Paper Co. v. Town Board, 266 W 191, 63 
NW (2d) 122. 

60.301 Town board may establish sanitary district. The town board of any town 
in this state is vested with jurisdiction, power and authority when the .conditions stated in 
subsection (3) of section 60.303 are found to exist, to establish town sanitary districts. 
Where the proposed district is in more than one town, ~he town board of the town contain
ing the largest assessed valuation of taxable property within the Pl:oposed district shall 
have jurisdiction. 

60.302 Petition. (1) WHO TO MAKE. Before any town board shall establish a 
district as heretofore authorized, a petition requesting such establishment shall be filed 
with the town clerk, addressed to the town board and signed by at least sixty pel' cent of the 
persons oWJiing real estate 01' the owner 01' owners of at least sixty per cent of the land, 
within the limits of the territory proposed to -be organized into such district. . 

(2) AMENDMENTS, PRESUMPTIONS. No petition with the requisite signatures shall be 
declared null and void on account of alleged defects, but the town bO[jrd may at any time 
permit the petition to be amended in form and substallce to conform to the facts, by cor
recting any errors in such petition. Several similar petitions or duplicate copies of the 
sanie petition for the organization of the same (listrict may be filed prior to the time of the 
hearing of the first petition, and shall be considered the same as though filed with the first 
petition. Every such petitionfihall be presumed to have been sig:ned and executed by the 
persons whose signature~ appear thereon, until proof to the contrary shall have been made. 

(3) CONTENTS. The petition shall set forth: (a)' the proposed name of saiel town 
sanitary district; (b) the necessity for the proposed work; (c) that the IJl~blic health, com
fort, convenience, neccssity or public welfare ,vill be promoted by the establishment of such 
district and that the property to he included therein will be benefited by such establish
ment; (d) the boundaries of the territory to be included in theproposed work; and (e) a 
g'eneral outline of the proposed impl;ovement. 

(4) VERIFICATION, PLAT. The petition shall be verified by one of the petitioners, and 
shall be accompanied by a plat or sketch indicating the approximate area and boundaries 
of the district.' . 

(5) BOND.. At the time of filing the petition, or at any time subsequent thereto and 
prior to the time of the hearing on said petition, a bond shall be filed by the petitioners, 
with security approved by the town board, sufficient to pay all the expenses connected with 
the proceedings in case the town board.l·efuses to Ol'ganize the district. If at any time 
during the proceedings the town board shall deem the bond first executed to be insufficient, 
it may by order require the execution of an additional bond within a time fixed, but not less 
than ten clays from the clate of such order. Upon failure of the petitioners to execute the 
same, the petition may be dismissed by the town board. 

60.303 Hearings, time, notice, boundaries, approval, limitations. (1) Upon receipt 
of the petition the town board shall arrange a hearing to be held not later than thirty 
clays from the date of presentation of the petition, at which time all interested property 
owners may be present and offer objections, criticisms or suggestions to, the necessity of 
the proposed district as outlined and to. Ule question whether their property will be 
benefited by the establishment of such district .. Any person wishing to object to the 
organization of such district may, be,fore the date set for the hearing, file his objections 
to the formation of such district with the town clerk. 

(2) Notice announcing the hearing, the time and place thereof, and stating the bound
aries of the proposed district, shall be posted in at least three public places within the pro
posed district for not less than ten dayspl'ior to the hearing', Or given by at least two 
pUblications in a newspaper of general circulation in. the proposed district, published in 
the county in which the c1istrictor some part thereof is located. Such publications shall 
be one week apart, and the first publication shall be. not less than ten days priOl·to the date 
set .for said hearing. . ' 

(3) Upon the hearing, if it shall appear to the town board after consideration of all 
objections, that the petition is signed by the requisite owners of real estate as provided in 
subsection (1) of section 60.302, and that. the proposed work is necessary, and that the 
public health, comfort, convenience, necessity or public welfare will be promoted by the 
establishment of such district, ancl the property to be included in the district will he bene-
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flted by the establishment theteof, the town board, by fonnal lorder, shall, declani iits find~ 
ings and shall establish the boundaries and shall declare the .dishiict organized and give, it 
a, corporate name by which in all proceedings it shl1-llthere(l.fter. be. lmown, ancI thereupon 
the district shall bea bod;vcorporate with the. powers of a municipal corporation for 
the Imrposes df carrywg out the provisions of sections, 60.30 to. 60.309,. ' 

(4) If the town board finds that the te1'l'i~ory set out'in the petition should not be 
incorporated into a town sanitary district, it shall dismiss said proceedings 'and tax the 
cost against the signers <1f the petition. If tr,e distriyt ifl established, ce7,tified bills yover
iilg thei'easonable cost and disbursements Of 'the petitioners may be pi'esented to the com-
fuissioh~rshereinafterpiipvided foil and paid Qll:tof'tlie fl'qldsof'the'di~ti'ict: .' .. ', 
. '''(5)''The state Ilbl1-rdof health ,shall be notlf1edofthe hearini(tolJe heldfOl' the crea~ 
tiob Of snchdistrict, by 'uulililig noticeaadl'efl~ed td,sain'ti, su¢h notice to l)e"deppsited in 
the' mitil ':riot l~ss than ten days 'prior t6' the 'date set fOl' sitch lieariHg, and said .state boar~ 
of health shall be l'epresented at the hearing and shall advise ,vith the town board, ' . 
, ,,( 6), . ShollJ<l it appeal' tp the town bOl\.l'd at saiqhearhlg .that o,ther terri.tory not included 
intr,eorj.giI;1al, petition' should be included within. thE( town sanitlll~distr:i,ct, the property 
mvners.in such additional tel'ritory,shallbed:uly,notiflecl:in like manner I\s.provided in.con
l1!1ction,! with the. original hearWg. on the. organization ,of I such district,. and, a sllbsequent 
hearing shall be held I\.t ,the. ,tilll(l and, place. fixed. by. the, town, bO!jrd" In est(:lbli$4illg t,he 
to'y:r;t s~nitary district~ the t?~ b.o!\l'd ~b,l,11r elil1=\inate 'te,l:rit~ry repl'?s~nted .in the p~tition, 
i~, ~t. shallflb.d thu;t su~h terr~tory ~;o.:i!l nO,t, pe, benefit!1d p~, n~e .e$tabh~~me~lto~ th~: dl~tri~t . 

. .. (7), .A copy, pf t~,e. orqEll: ,bytp.e to,,,n .poa1:d ,~st~bIW]~plg sucp, tow~ sap.~tal'y, dIstrICt 
s~all, b~ fn~c1 wi.th th,e }ecretlp_'Yof~he :>htte l?oa::d of ~e!jlth, a~4, ~,coPy ~haU be,filed, ;with 
t~e regIster 9f deed~ ,w the county 0.1' c(ju,ut!\l$ ,Ill :W~ll~h the dIstrICt IS slt~H;tt.ed. , ,f,n, C011ll

~i~Si h"iIlg a population in. excess .of ~50,OOO, .the l',egister .of deeqs, shall N'o~~de an index 
for s1:tCll ordei'sapd shall llljll1ber suclq));ders incon$eGll~ive,:rnlmerilJu;1 ordcl' !jnd ill such 
co~nties the reg~~ter of dee{ls.flh;.tll be e.ntitledto,a:~ce,o~ 50 cents fo~'ea~h,suchjiling~ ,. I 

. (8) .Additions and alterations to any.suchdis~~·ict mayl,>e made in the manper pro-
vided fOl' Hie creation of'Such a'distlict. "'. ,... ,,' i .. .. '. 

'1>1" " ",:\li<1 '"I, ( I "i,'11 '1\'1 .' 'I 

",60.304 ,Review. .Any, pal'ty aggrieved by any act of, the town board, in, the estab, 
lishment ,of a town sanitary district may bring action in the circ.llit court of'tHe county in 
which 'his l.andsal'e located,. to set aside the'action of the bOard, within twenty days after 
final determination by said board. Unless 'action"is'so taken within Isuch period, the 
de,terlllip.atiqn ,l,Jythe town bOl\rd, shl\.ll be, conclusive. 

" 60.305' 'Oommissioners, appoin~rilent,' 'qIia.Iifi'catidns;terlns; piyi; contracts, ;tiihl,fe~
sanee. (1) When a town sanita.I'Y district is situated in territory lying withi:ri 2 or ID'oi'e 
towns, orivhen'such 'distl'ict·haS'been 'created in,t81'litOl'Y'in' one'or moire'towIis arid 'a por
tion .thereof is inci:niporatea 'as'or l ann'exed' to' a: city 01' village, the tdmi board of,the town 
containing the largest assessed valuation' of taxable pl'opertydf stich 'district lying' in 2 01' 
more towns, oli the townboai'd of' a: town in which 'the major 'portion of'thepatrons reside 
when a'pol'tion of such dishicii isincorporatdhls a 'city 01' vilhlge, shalhvithin 60 days 
aftel! December 1,1955, or of tlie'Cl'eationofa ne1vdistI'ict having territol'Yin2or more 
to\vnsJ' or of incorporation 'oranne:xiation of 'part Of, stich district; appoint or piovide for 
an election for the pmpose of selecting B tOWll"sanibiry district'Commissionersi Commis
~o.ners ~hall b~ P? apppi)1t~~l 0.1' ~l~d~~ byt~~ ,m~aFfled?I~~t?l's ?f th,e ,~li~h~ct fo~ a, ,term 
o:l!2years.' SuccessOlj comlllisSloner~ sHall be appomtedm the same manner or el~cted by 
the '~ilalified' eleJtoilS. of the,' dist1iilt for' lik~terms at' 'the±-eguliu.:· splin:g' ,eiec.tlon in' iuch 
towns atid'vill~g~s held inodd-nUmoered y~ars. The' tdms. of ~l ·col1ilnission1i.'s aPIJointed 
at elected in 1955 shall 'expii'e on the fiM Moridajof ~pril;lD57:' Ift.he coriimissloners 
liav~i been iappoiiitedallcl' ach'ange' to' . election of the' conll11issianel~ ,bi> l'eqlj.ested by' it, pe
tition' 'sup111itted 'to tli~ to~ bpai'd. of the tQwll, containing the liU'ges,t assessed v8.1riation· of 
taxable propertY lor the' majoi' pol-tion of the pafr;ons in the di~triCt itshall caUa sp~ciitl 
election for the electipn .of co~is~io~ehi Mtllin. 60daysti'opl the'date o£ 'l'eceipt of the 
p'etition.' The petitibh shall be' signed hi 'at least 20 pei'cent of the qualified el~ctorsof the 
dist1ict. Cdmmissioners 'elected' at a' special Mehtioll' shall' take office' 30 . days after. such 
electioh. and shan~ervE( lUI til' the f¥st' Monday 6f .A:piil' of tp.e next 'year iIi' 'Iyhich a' regular 
to'~n ele'ctioll is held~ ~uc,cessor"con¥niSsion~rsshall be'elected ;ati ~uch eleetion 01; atth~ 
l'~~lar' sIhillg' election' Ofsl1~1l'yeai' 'Or bo't,h, ,'1\.hy' vacancy mlj-Yb.e filled by appointulent 
fo1'the' h)rllii.u1der of 'the 'MexPil'erl term:' The salruIJ,' if any, of the ~binmiSsionei's and. the 
treasurer shall be fixed by the town boal'd of the town having the largest' assessed valna.. 
tion'oi'taxable property ol'th€dllajOl' p61'tionof tlie pa.t!·ons hi the distric~.' Whel~e 'all the 
temtol'Y of a'tow:ri sanital'Y district lies ',vithil1' one town, the to1Vn bbaid Inayby 'a: tW~ 
thirds 'vote' constitute itself 'as eX officio' the' :Coinnus~ionersof the townsariitarYdistli~t. In: 'thei event -the' toWfi'boa.rddoes not' constitute itself as ex officiotlie'comrliissioners' of 
the t6w:tisunitary dishict,' thett'such to.wn shall within: 60' dayS pl'ciVide for 'appointment 
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or 'election 0.£3 sanitary commissioners as 'provided in this section. All' sanitai-y district 
conurussionei'S shall be''pi'operty owners andl'esidentsof the sanitary district, except that 
where the sanitary district iscOmlJOsed' pl1.mal'ily of summer resortprOI)erty only oueof 
the cOlllnissionersis required to be'al'esic1ent'i>f'the district; The l'equii'emehts of this' 
section for appointment 01' provision for election of commissioners within 60 clays after' 
December 1, 1955 shall not apply to dish>icts wherem conirnissioners were elected in 1955 
prior to December 1, '1955.' So'fal:' as applicabless:7.06r10.40, 10.51; 10;52;' anIHO:55: shall 
a'pplyto special electionS 'of 'commissi0l1<irs iuhder'this section. "'I!'" 

, '(2)' No' commissiOlier of: any' tOWll sanital'Ji district shall be in anyilianher, directly: 01' 

illdirectly interested in anycont'l'act 'with 01' 'work oi'labor ddne for' or matetial, furnished 
rothel sanitary district or to'iliyone 011 its" behalf;' 'Tn casil 'of, a'violationof tbk section 
such"commissioner or officer I shitll: forfeit' not jess' than' $50, nor.mohi' than $500; ·lmt';this 
section shall not apply· to tlie publication' of legal noticesirequired to be published by 'any 
sanitary distticti or a commisSibner thereof, at 'I\! l'at;e 'not 'highel" tMri that prescribed i by 
law noi' to any contract not excileding$l,OOO in any' one year. ,I . 

(3) All contracts for thel performance of any "iork 61' the purchase of any lhatel1.als,1 
forsucll.' sanitary 8.istl>ict,· exceeding $500" shall, be . let, by' the eommissiOllers· to 'the lowest 
bidder in such manner 'as they may 'presei'ibe. '" . " i",. ,I' " , , 

Hi,o;!tory:19'55'c.' 659,'680; 1957c. 97." .',,!. '., ", ,ii, 
,:,i /i .1,:;1: ,-,I, II,; J;', : i ;,:1 \ 1'1': Ii. ,.j) 'I <,,' I ,I ,'I, ,,' .j:,!, '.' 'F' 

,,! i 60.30,~ d ,Q9~wi,sst,?n; pow~;t:s, tl1;lt,ie~.,,(l) ~p.e. tq}"ll. ~~nit!\l'Y (1istri~t ,~omp:!,issiq~ 
shllll, ,hav!): c~arg'~, of' an ll:ffaw~, qf, the .h?wl;l i san~ta.~·y (1lSt#ct" ,Sucp., , qq.qlmissionS,h\lU 
o~'gaJlize; i by: . electmg. 911!l. ,0+. it~, ~elll)w.r~, p:r:~si~el1t, ap,d'l ~llq~h~l: ~ecl:etal'y, ,ap~llllay 
pl,'ovi(lfillt Gorporatel?eal of tpetcnw, $llmtflry dlst~'lct. T~e ~ecl'et\ll'y~hank~ep .!l:sepamte 
re,Gc,u;d. O~" all. ,prqQllecling~,: pn,d, nlimlt~~, 9+ mee,tipgf:1. ,~~d . ~ef1;r~llg~., ,Th~s~Gl-'et,ary, sb,all, 
at the, ,end .of ,ell<i~ ,fis,cal .. y,~(\'r, ~WfP. Yfi)!l;l', tOI cor!-',ef)P,olld, ,WIth, th!l. ,~~~lll ye,!)l'i.9f ,the ~9."'1l 
in iwh;ich I the ,s.llmtl\l'Y.d!f:ltpct,.lS 10,<lllte~, ~~lqn;nt tp S~lPh, ,to,wll:i lJqijrdarep,Ol't, showmg 
acoWplete auclcit pf Jhefil111nci!jl, trllJ?~a(#o,Wi ,~9~~red ,}?y . th,i~ HseaJperiod aridt~e,l'e~ 
PoIj; ,shall )J~ .iI\flP~'Pora1;ed in "tIle ,1lI;i,lllU)11'eP?lt of ,til!) ~q1\~Jl coJitaillil1g' the ~at'ges,t 
ass.essed vaiu1ttioll. o.f t!l~a 1-1~e pr9,pe~'j;y ill the, d,~~tl'ict. 'ebe tl'ea~~ll'el' .9~ the town having 
t4e llll'gestll.SSE)$,se.d V"'~I,II~tioll q~. tll:ll!J,ble Prqp~rty, 'jY~t4tnth~ (U~tri~t. S£!\V I).Cft, flS' trea~]l.r,er 
of the dish'lct, and shall fUl'11~sh such ad(ht~ona1 b?lld. as the C?mmlSSlOn :rp.1\,Y. reqllu·e. 
Whel~e ,tlw tO~"ll bOl\r4.Gonilt~,~ut~s t]1e sa~lltl'!r~, qlst,nct, eOp:!,~ls[:li9n, th~ !lhah'man of 
thf3 tOWIl .. shall a!'t .1)$, pl'~sid.E)nt.lInd tjIe tq~,c~(lrk:shal~ iflct as ~ec~:etl).l'Y." .. '.' '.. , 
i .,. (2) 'rh~cPp1m~ssi9n (l~alJ, pl~9~e\l,t, pIliP' ~0i1~b11Gt, ~1!d mpiAtilinjn l1Hcp,distJ,'jC)t .lL. 

sys~elI).I,0~1:;>ystems . 9~, I ;W,Ij..tYI-':\ml-'~s, .. lga~b,l)ge, 91-' i ~(ltus.e , dWpos~l I ,?r s()~:e~'f1ge, ,iuGludillg' 
samtul'Y, SE)WGl1~, 1l1u;faGe, s~~y'erl1qr [:ltqrlIl. ,,)YIJ. t(ll':, ,~ewerfl, i prqvl(\~, qlleIlfICf1~ tJ;!;)lItment of 
waters. fpl'the sup,pr~ss~oI). ,o~ SmPlmel,'l1', itGh" :lllg\le ·1\11,<;1, otller InV~lJ.llce,~prQducing I\~Hlatic. 
growths, .01' aU, p~ ~nch il1).proy'~lnentf$ 0:].: ifll1Y C;pll,1,bipation, ,thflr,eqt ll~~el:ls!lryfQr ,th(l .. pro" 
motion of. the pupHc, hell~th,Gqm~qJ,'j;, 'Go,n,~elliE)n,c!l 9,1', ,PupHc )y~lfl\~'e qf I'Nch, di,stpiGt, ,aJ,l,d 
such commission is .autho,l'i1led"tq, enter intpGontr(lcts ancl tak:~ any:,?r IJ.llproce~dings 
necessary to carry out such powers and duties. " , '. ,'.,." . , , , ,i: .: '. I I . I ,,' 

(2m) .ThecolnmissionlI).ay Imake ,rulesalldregnll\tions: an~ ipsu~ :m~ders, t<? pron;lOte 
and presenre ,public ,sanitation .. Such,r.llies, l-'eglllatiPIIS, anilorders shl\11 , be puhlish~d in 
SOI\le newspaper, published. in. the distl'iGt. or,if there be, lloJle, posted in 5 public places: 
therein .. I ' " ". . .. .. . 

,(3) The. commission, shall levy, I on .. or before ,the fil;st day.of .October in each ,year, a 
tax, upon, all, the taxable. property, in the district, for. the purpose. o;f carrying .out the 
provisions and performing duties required mllder, sections, 60.3,0 to .6,0.3,09, ,pl'oxidec1, that 
the ,amount of any snch tax ,in' excess :ofithat.requil'ed.fol'i nmintenl\nce ,ancLoperation 
and for: pl>incipal and interest, on ,bonds shall .not, exceed, in any i one year,. on.e.' mill 011 

each dollal! of the flssessed, valne of all taxable property in the district, and. shall. certify 
in IWI'iting ·to the. clerks .of ,the, several towns ha,ving territory in SllCh district, the, total 
amount of· ta:xiassessed against the taxable ,property in eachsnch municip,ality lying in 
whoJe or .in. part within the .. district.! ,I,,: I ( ":""', " . 
. ,,(4). IThe commission may, provide an office, fix and colleflt c:p.arges .for gfll'bage ,disposal, 

and collect water rentals in the manner provided, by, law which charges and ,rentals, sh,all 
constithte a,general.fund.fol' the ,operation land .maintenance ,of, the gllrbage or WlltCl:works 
systems the same as for any public. utility." " I,.: , .• , .. ,:, •. ,.[ •. :"" 

(5) Any such town sanitary' district may,. proceed under section, (l6.076 to, eSt.ablish, 
Sewer l'(}ntllis 01', .sewerage senrice charges, for llll ,01', any of the. purpo~es p1;oyifted,under 
said section together. with. all subseq1lellt amencl~ent.s therfi)t{),flnd,allpwvision~ qf: sec~ 
tion 66.076 so .far, .as applicllble shall apply to $lwJkt(HVn sanital'Y dist~·kt~ ... , 

,"6q~307' i Powel'stoborroW" money ana' issue bimds: '(1) Eve~y stlchdistl'ict 'iliay 
isslle 'bonds fOl' thecOIi'strtlction' orextensiou. ofsllrfacEl or 'storm' water' s~wl3rs, dr'ainage 
impl'ovements, 's~nitai'Y' se#ers,' oi· It system or systems of waterw6rks; sewerage, gaJ.'bage 
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or refuse disposal, or all of same or any combination thereof, or for the purpose of pro
curing rights of way or appurtenances. The commission in any such district about to issue 
bonds shall adopt a resolution stating the amount of the proposed issue, the purpose or 
purposes of said issue and such other and further information as the commission may deem 
necessary or useful. . 

(2) Every such resolution shall be offered and read at a meeting of the .commission 
at which all the commissioners are present, and shall be published in a newspaper 
having a circulation within said district and published, within the county in which such 
district is established, such resolution to be published not less than twice during the 
30 days next ,following such l'eading, and the commission shall ca11se copies of such 
resolution to be posted in not less than 3 public places within such district for a period 
of 30 days next following such reading, and in order to be effective such resolution 
shall be passed at a meeting of the commissioners at which all members are present., No 
such resolution shall be finally passed within I!- period of 10 days from the first publica
tion or the date of posting thereof .. When any such resolution shall be passed, it shall 
be recorded by being copied at length in a record book kept. for that purpose. 

(3) Such resolution shall be submitted to a vote of the electors of said district, if within 
thirty days after the recording thereof there shall be filed in the office of the secretary of 
the commission a petition requesting said submission, signed by electors numbering at leasl 
ten per cent of the votes cast for governor in the district at the last general election. When 
any such petition shall have becn filed, the eotnmission shall call a special election for the 
purpose of submitting the resolution for the proposed bond issile to the electors of the 
district for approval, and shall designate the polling place 01' places and direct the secre~ 
tary of the comniission to give notice thereof as hereinafter provided. Such notice of 
election shall be posted in three public places in: the district not less than ten days prior 
to the date of the electio.n. The proceedings in connection with said special election shall 
conform as near as may he w:ith the provisions in subsection (5) of section 67,05 of the 
statutes, together with all subsequent amendments thereto. The votes shall be counted by 
the inspectors and a retul'll made thereof to the commission, which shall canvass the results 
of such election and certify the results thereof to the clerks of the several towns having 
tClTitory within such district, and such certificates shall be filed in the official town records 
of such towns. 

(4) The commission shall, at the time of 01' after the adoption of said resolution, and 
before the issuance of any of the contemplated bonds, levy by resolution a direct annual 
tax sufficient in amount to pay,' and for 'the express purpose of paying, the interest on such 
bonds as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge the principal thereof at maturity. 

(5) After the issue of said honds, the commission shall, on or before the first day of 
October in each year, certify i~' writing to the clerks of the several towns having telTitory 
in such district, the total amount of such tax to be raised by each such municipality, and 
upon receipt of such certificate the clerk of each'such town shall place the same on the tax 
rolls, to be collected as other taxes are collected, and slich moneys, when collected, shall 
be paid to the treasurer of such district. 

(6) Every bond so issued by a town sanitary district shallbe a negotiable instrument, 
payable to bearer, but may be registered as to principal, and shall mature in a period not 
exceeding twenty years from date thereof and bear interest at a rate riot to exceed six per 
cent per annum. It shall contain a statement of the value of all of the taxable property 
in the district according to the last preceding assessment thereof for state and county taxes, 
the aggregate amount of the existing honded indebtedness of such district, and that a 
direct annual irrepealable tax has been levied by the district sufficient to pay the interest 
thereon when it falls due and also to pay and discharge the principal thereof at maturity. 

(7) The bonds shall be executed in the name of the town sanitary district, by the presi
dent and secretary, and shall be sealed with the seal of the district, provided that such 
district has a seal. The bonds shall be negotiated and solc1, or otherwise disposed of, for 
not less than par and accrued interest, by the commission, and such negotiation and sale 
or other disposition may be effected by disposition from time to time of portions only of 
the entire issue, when the purpose for which the bonds have been authorized does not 
require an immediate realization upon all of them. 

(8) Any such town sanitary district, when in temporary need, is authorized to borrow 
money pursuant to the provisions and limitation applicable to cities of section 67.12 of the 
statutes, together with all subsequent amendments thereto. 

(9) Any such town sanitary district, in lieu of levying a direct annual irrepealable 
tax for the express purpose of paying the interest on such bonds and of discharging the 
principal thereof at maturity, is authorized to borrow money and issue mortgage bonds 
in the manner provided by section 198.14 (10). Any such town sanitary district may 
provide in the 'Ol'dinance or resolution authorizing the issuance of such mortgage bonds 
that the mortgage bonds, or such ones thereof as may be specified, shall, to the extent and 
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in the manner prescribed, be subordinated and be junior in standing, with respect to the 
payment of principal and interest and the security thereof, to such other mortgage bonds 
of the town sanitary district which are payable in whole .01' in part from the revenue of 
the same waterworks, sewerage, garbage or refuse disposal system or from the same 
combined system as are specified in such ordinance or resolution. 

(10) Any such tOIVn sanita1'Y district is authorized to provide for the operation as a 
single enterprise of its waterworks, sewerage, garbage and refuse disposal systems, or of 
any part 01' combination thereof. When any town sanitaI'Y district shall issue any new 
mortgage bonds under this subsection, which are payable from the revenue of the com
bined waterworks, sewerage, garbage 01' refuse disposal system, or any part thereof, if 
there shall be outstanding mortgage bonds payable solely from the same combined water
works, sewerage, garbage and refuse disposal systems, or any part thereof,' then such new 
mortgage bonds may be issued subjQct to such outstanding mortgage bonds, with respect 
to the payment of principal and interest and the security thereof, or may include an 
amount sufficient to retire such outstanding bonds; 

60.308 Validation of town sanitary districts. (1) Whenever any town board, by 
resolution entered upon its records, created a district before March 16,' 1935 for the 
purpose of sanital'Y improvements and described the territOl'Y included therein, pursuant 
to a petition reciting that it is signed by 60 pel' cent of the persons owning real estate 
not used for agricultural purposes, and constituting 60 per cent of the land area within 
the proposed district, such district and the proceedings had in connection IVith the 
organization thereof are hereby legalized and validated, and it is expressly found and 
determined that such district is for the promotion of the public health, comfort, con
venience, necessity al1d public welfare, and that the property included therein is bene~ 
fited by the formation thereof. From and after March 16, 1935, such district shall be 
subject to and shall operate under sections 60.30 to 60.309, and commissioners shall be 
appointed to can'Y out the provisions of said sections in the manner hereinbefore pro
vided. 

(2) All election proceedings before said date in such district for the authorization 
and issuance of bonds for the purpose of constructing improvements of a sanitary 
nature, within the district, such bonds being payable from ad valorem taxes levied on 
the taxable property within the district, are hereby legalized and validated, provided 
the same do not exceed. any constitutional debt limitation, and the commission of such 
district appointed and acting, or to be appointed under sections 60.30 to 60.309 shall, 
without further referendum, complete the issuance and delivCl'Y of such bonds pursuant 
to the provisions of sections 60.30 to 60.309, and such bonds, when delivered to the 
purchaser and, paid for at a price of not less than pal' and accrued interest to date of 
delivCl'Y, shall constitute the legal .and binding obligations of. such town sanitary dis
trict, payable from ad valorem taxes against all of the taxable property in such dis
trict. 

. 60.309 Special assessments. (1) Special assessments for the purpose of carl'Ying 
out the provisions and performing dutie~ required under sections 60.30 to' 60.309, may 
be levied by the commissioners in the following manner: 

(a) Upon approval and filing of the plans for any improvement within the limits of 
a sanital'Y district, the commissioners thereof shall upon propel' estimates determine the 
entire cost of the work to be done. 

(b) The commissioners shall then examine the entire area to he improved and severally 
and separately consider each parcel of real estate therein and determine the benefits to 
each of said parcels and make assessments thereagainst in an aggTegate amount equal to 
the determined cost of the work to be done. Such assessments shall he made in accordance 
with s. 66.60. 

(c) The commissioners shall file in the office of the town clerk a report of the assess
ments so made. Notice shall be given by the commissioners that such report is open for 
review at the town office and shall be so continued for a space of 10 days after the date 
of such notice and that on a day named therein, which shall not be more than 3 days 
after the expiration of said 10 days, said commissioners will be in session to heal' all ob
jections that may be made to such report . 

. ( d) S~ch ,notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
samtal'Y dIstrIct at least once and shall be made at least 5 days prior to the date of hear
ing as aforesaid. 

(e) At the time specified for heaTing objections to said report, said commissioners 
shall hear all parties interested who may appeal' for that purpose and may review, modify 
and correct said report as they deem just and at the conclusion of said hearing shall make 
a final determination of said assessments. 
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" i, (f) ,When a final determination' of assessments has 'been 'made,' ,the' secretary of the 
commissioners' shall 'publish 'a notice in' a' newspaper of gimei'al circulation' within' the 
sanitary district that a final detei'lllinationihas beenniade once iID'each' week fOl' 2suc-
cessive 'weeks.· , 

(g) If the owner of any parcel 'of land affected by such ,determination' feelshiniself 
aggrit:fved thereby, he. may,. ;within' 20, days ,after· the date of such determination appeal 
therefrom tq the circuit court of it he county in which.saidsanitary,district.iil located by 
caU!3ingi a written. notice o£aJ?peal to be served,upon ,the secretary of the, sanitary district 
and ,by; executing a bond to. thesanital'Y' district in, i the sum of ,$500. with 2 ,sm-eties· or,a 
bon(lingcpmpary,to be approved, by.the secretary of. the.,c01llmissioners,: conditioned .£01' 
tl1efaithful ;prosecntion of, such appeal 'an<;lall costs that may be, adjudged against him. 
Th.e ~e(ll'etary! of, the ,col)1mis~iollers in .case such, I.)-ppeaUs, takell shall make a brief state
Ille~~ pf ,t~e, prO(,leedings had h~ the matter and shall t:rallsmit, the Same ,with ,all pnpersin 
the 1llatte11 t\>ithe clerkofthe,cb:el1it court.' Such appeal. shall be. ,trie,d anddetermine.d ill 
the same manner as cases originally commllncf.lcl. in s!J,id court. , ' '., ii, , " , • , " , , 

(2) The. commissioners of nny. sRnitnry district . may . provide. that. sp eoial assei/sments 
a~1 hetetofohlil~vieq may· be paid 'fn: annnalinstahnents, not' moretnall 1d in nuihbb;, in 
the mahried'lrotided,' i1). s~ctidn 66.154 (7). ,'. " '. " . .' , ' ,,' , ' " ! , 
.' '( 3) !]'or~e i ~ll.p?Se ' 'off,~ti~J P!ltip.g t4~ 'i~ollectio~ §f sp~cial i~ssessmen fa J(aYab1e' i~ 
111~t~Ill~nts ~nder}hw sectIOn,. th,~ ,(l(:))ll:m~~SI~ners; of th? s~uitary: clistrict mayissu~ 
sIl~cIal ass~ssJ?ent lIDprov~ment b()nds as pr<?VId~d I1f ~ect~ou 6M4; ,. . ;, . . '. , • 

.• ( 4) . All speci~ assessments, heret.oforl;llevied, by • towll: san~tary districts and all 
speaial. assessmE;nt improVf:jment· bonds herf:jtofore issued by; ,towp" sanitary ,district .. c01ll
nVtli?~on~rs ip,accpr~ance with.t~s sectioniare,hereby;v~ida,te~. "'.,' ." ." 
;Ii (5):' The powers conferred .upou toWll:·sani~ary distrj,ctcomwissiop,;;' by secti~ns 60.30 

to, 60.309,inclllsive, shall i be supplementary ,to, ,anY; .othe~1 ,poW(jrs ,con~el,1'edby law .upon 
towns,in:wl1ich sanitlJ,rydistricts exist; or upoll,theJown,Qo,ar~ls orsuch towns.", ' , 

Hfst010YI 1957 o. 132. ':, , 

",,60.31 :Alteration of' sanitary districts: (1) (a) When· any teruitory which! in'cludes 
anentil'e to,m sanitarydistl'ictshalI· be' incorporated' as Ii 'city i or' village, 01' 'when such 
territory'shall be annexed to any 'city 01'· village;, ,such 'sanitary. disti'ict snalltliei'eupon 'be 
dissoh"ed. !Inth~' case'~f Is.ituations des~r·ibed in sub~ection 1(1) ( a) \vhich' ha'l'rt:l aIr.eadr 
dCCll'l'ed Ithe samtary' dIstrICt shall'· be' dIssolved 'June :12,' 195}'>· All acts'of the satntm>y 
district"commissi6h ocaurririg before' J tme ,1:2,. 1:951:al'e hereby 'valiCIated. ' ,,' ,i' 
.' (b)iTM'property bf such,'distloict shall'passtotM city Ol"villageaud allassehdhd 
liabilities 'of, any such district i shall De' assumed by 'such dtyor village. Hany mortgage 
bonds 'ormdrtgage certificatesal'e ,outstanding\ the ti'ansfer, of the 1 property. , shall' be i sub~ 
ject to 'such bonds oi"certificates. If, iany "generalobIigation' iboIid::l'iu'e outstanding, the 
city oi"village shall cause to be levied alid collected UPOll alHa:kable prope:ityiin such hity 
01' village in one sum 01' in annual instalments an irrepealable tax in nn amount necessary 
topay the.interest ~nd Ploinctpal of such bonds when, d~le. . . ...., . . '.'. ."' '" 

, (c) Special, 'assessments levied bytM former distioict shall continuo'to be collected 
by 'the ~ityorvillage and snaIl be applied to the :pul.po~e fOl:which ilie Origl1).M' assessmeHt 
wasll;1.~de.:" ".' I, ,",'1,1 "~I: ,r'I,""'I,":"',';',.:I,::,,.','!:I,I,11 :',ijl'I" i~r ,,'

1
'1":'1'1'" 

, 'I (2 >(!!: )',jVh~~' anJ terl:~tol'Y' ~P.ic~ iw'~lude,J'l~ss . thsp ,~n' ,~ntii-e 'tOWll i sanitary di~tr!ct 
shdll be lllcbrporated as a CIty or VIllage or wliensuch terrItory; shallbe anIJ.exed to a c~tr 
or village. theI), parag~'aphs (b) and (c) shall B:pply as of the date of iiic01:PQr:;tqo~or 
anliex.litiorias to'futrire ii::t<)orp(niation~ 'apdannexatiolls and as of J\lne 12, 1951 as to in
corporaticinsor annexations 'which havepreviously :oC(mri'ed.:' , .' . ' ',. ' , ," 

, .(1» . The're shall be . a. divisiollof assets· and liabilities in. acbdtd,aricewitb, 66:03, 'ex.~ept 
that the ownership of any water or sewerage system shall be deternllnedas piovidedby 
(c) of this subsection. ,. . . .. .. ....' .., ..... ' 

( c) Any watel' or sewel'age system; ineludhW al~rilai't1saI?-4 all property of the sysfem, 
SJ:ialI'belongto 'and be operated by the s~nitary distt'ict or the. City or 'village; in .whichever 
tne major portion of the patrons shaV reside on the date'specified in' (a:)" unless other pro~ 
visiclnshallbe made by agreemerit of' thegoveruing bod1 of the cityOl'village andtne 
sanitary dish'iet' commission: 'EXpress powetis liereby granted tp the gbV'erning bbdyof 
the city or village and the sanitary. district eOll1n\is~ior t9contract;\vitheach othm"rela
ti-v8 to 'the opei'ationand pl'operty. of; any '>yater or 'sewei'age systeni; Special'assessments 
levied theretofore shall'contintie to be 'collected by the district 01' city! 01' yillagewhich'is 
ope:rating the facilities and shall be applied tp the purpose for ,which the (\leigin'aJ ~ssesil-
ment was made .. " " , ., .' , .' 

'(d) Indeterlllining ,the major portion of the patrons each location served sllall'. be 
considered as 'one p'atron irrespective of the nianner ill which the titl~ to the property may 
be held. . , . .. ' .. " 
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i (e) I'When the l'esponslJjiHt~r £bl' eentilluing 'the Opei'utton is' iv~stedini Ithe s'anital'Y 
distl'ictit shall continue,' 'e±cept b:bigl'eement~' rintil' the proportion of users changes 'so 
that a majority o£ the patrons shallresic1e in the city di-village;'atl-whieh tilhe1theprop-
erty a114}he r~sI??pS~bHity sh,alL s.hift,(~ot)l~ <i~ty ,91' vWage. , ' '''''"" \ .. 
,: 1(3) \ ~q,city 9+~. y~~lage ,w;hich, secur~fl~ $y:;;tem, Imrslwpt, ,t9 ,,6Q.?1 ,~.~l)ll b() ;t;~qllired to 

serve an area outsidejts ,cprpqrqte . limits grC:;tterl than that)m~hlqe(). b?- tl~e .,d~strtct, .at J;he 
tim!l :9£" Wl,l~!ffat~m+,.o) ~n~oXpqrfLtiqJ,l, ,1wP il~an. ~~mtil1l~e tp : ~,el'ye, .fpe .ll,l'ca. previ,0VsIl' in-
;cI~a,~().vttPIHJh,~lilaP,l,t,ary ,dl&tl'let• i ,I I ,., ,.1.1 ,,,., i,.'" ,I, ... ,,1 
",i~~~~,?,,1'Y:iJ,~,5~ p. ~91~' iii'. )' ,:1 1(; ii' ")",, '1llli. "1",,'; :il, ,I:, ~~t 

:! "'60.315 'Town'board ' 01" state"board ofhealth:biay establish sanitary Idistrict; {1) 
:Wheh the state 'boatd' of health '( i'eferi'ed' tb 'in !thi1i~ectioii as Iithe'stateboard,,),through 
'pubii'e 'hearingfiitds that hiivate' Be1tage disl)osill 'sys'teibs 'Oi"i)i'ivate i water supply: sys
tems or both, ill cOuhties' h'aving a 'city of 'fil'st! or' sE!co.nd l cl~ss, 01' ~n' towns having'. an Ull

'inCQi'pomiedvillage as defined intw 62.06 (1)' ·ivith a popltiation 'of' 1,000' or mdi-ej :a:re so 
Ideated mid bpetatec1 ,that they calIse 01' tend ,to' 'Cansea menace' to' h'e'alth oi' ciJlnfort,'or 
pollution of surface waters, ·and' determih'es 'that' 'tliE!i'e' is' no local action . tocOl;rect the 
situation; it shaH! certifystHih filct to' the tdIDibi'.'toWiis! in· which slicru'ilrea is lobated and 
specify Ithe 'Pl'oposed workwhichi~ neeessit'ry' ana the' Pl'Opeutyl\vliich iido 1)e included III 
the' 'distdet.1i ''Dhe tmm."Hei'k ot· t01~ 'clerKS of the al.'ea to"be' affE!Ctild sh'aUbe/;iven! 'at 
least' 30da:ys" ribticeby n~ail' 6f theheai-iilg and' We' t01\'ll' 'hoard'flhallpublishlnotieeOf the 
heal'iiig' in 'a: 'newspaper Of 'g~l1eral eil'cnlation' in'the Iproposed 'c1istridt, at least 10· days 
pl'iortdtlie:heal'ing".:· ',. "", I' . ,'."", i ,,,1, '." , ""., i,,,, ... ,1 .,,, '.'" ,II, ' 
'" (2):U pOli I recetiJt OfSl~ch certificatioli fl'om 'the: stat~ bUat-d df 'heitlth tli~ towliboal-d 

'mtiy'order th'e'lestablishment of asanitai.y· clistiict PUl'Sllarlt 'tos.' 60;302 to' 60}305 I without 
the necessity of a petition l'etlll~sting' We' establishn'l€lit o{ shell adistriet"as iSipi'bVided 
'fo'r'iils.' 60,302, suHj~cttb l'eviewipl'oceeclingsunder·sub. (4). ::.,', , '" :" I 

i ': (3) Tfitl::ie'fo'\vn'lJoa,td fails to.lll'oceed underslib,(2) f01,Ia iYei-iodbf 45 days folld1Ving 
;:I.'eceiIlt"of: tlie 'cettificatioti provided fOl' in sub. (1), the state' bOal'd' 'shall issue an "oi'del' 
lest!ibJi,~hillg' the distri~tj 'which ai'dei-shall. de~'Cl-ibe thedish'ict .. :A copy of the drdershall 
'})e filec)i With tlie'register 'of'deeds' in the cotuity oi' cdrintiesl iIi' which the 'c1istrictissit11ated 
and a copy shall be filed with the town clei'k orclei'ks iri ivbieh'thedistiict· is·sittl.ittea . 
. ~fakb:tg' and fjljp.g, ,tp.e, orc1(lr i31}U,llest~blish th~ 4istr~\lt,Wth9ut. any ~Ul'thera\ltionpy the 
to.wnboarq, ,Q;I,-,]wa;rc1q"suJ~jeGUo r~yie'Yprocf!\ldi~gs.lUF\er.,~~I).,(4)"1 Ii ii, !, ,,: 
,i ,'(4~. (a) • S:ubstanti\llly, af'1,provic1e,d ins.l4;4.56 (l), ,lO ,per,:~e~t of theperso~s OWl1ipg 

real estate \vithin the distiict 01' tl).!3 ;owne~'fl of 10, ,pel' c~n,t. ,of th!3,lan(\. therein, mllY up,oil 
petition secure a,review by,tpe town boarc1 01' state hOal·a of the necesllity and, re~sonable
n~~s 'df ,su'ch oi'dei' 01' the tb'lvn; b6ard oi' bOfl~'dsinl 1"hieh' tlie. dis.tii.ct ':i,s si t1ihted ll1QY \\. pon 
p·etiti.on 'se'cllre' '!I.: l'eVle:w ]jy t)ia s,t'J.te 'boal'q.""· ,I I' .... ': .,' I" ". I .' "". i", 'I ." .1.,' "" 
"! I (l?), 'T~le 'detll'l.'p.iimitioIi of)he i state bda1\~ shall be' ',l;ti1*c~ to judicial reVieW-ill! the 
maniie'tprovidea'byeh',"227~' I' ,,,., "I' ".' , "''''1,'''' ','''' "1 ", ,.,' , '. 

,;.,,, (9) "Af~(W the.dfshi~t 'hkb~~1f~stablishetl, the pl'bvisions'df's: 60:305:l'elating' to'~d~
'JiiisslOJie\'sshall'apply:' 'If no i'eVleW'pJloceedmgs !u'e bl'oughtun'din' s11b. (4)1 ('a) 1VltlUi1 
60' 'dlys' aftei" the esta·1jlishnleht· of th~ 'clifltribt, oi'l if:reyiew 'proceedin~suircW. ~ub.·' (4) 
al'e had~'es1ll~ilg in' tb:~'a;ffii'n;ianc~o~ the ordei' ~shtblislling' lh,e c1ish-ict and' no . step~ IAi'e 
taken to' 'appOltit' COIDnllsslonerS 'WIthin '60' day'S after' final' 'aftli-mande the state bOal'd may 
'a.ppoi:hil I 3 'cbmnllssione'rs 'residing: within the dish-ict'for 2-yeai' 'iei'm~,'tf at.: any !tillie 
thel'eafth thet;e'is a; ,failure td' ai)poihtor' 'elect commission81'S or 'to fllivaeuncies' as Pro'
vided in s. 60.305 and such failure shall contin'ne' for a :peHoc1 of more than 60 'days the 
statebdal'd'. maymake i the appointments alidfill the vacancieslJy iappoiritmeritof pel'SOIlS 
iresiding"Within I the I district. Notice' of all appointments' of commissioner's' by' the: state 
board 'shaJL be ·filed"with. thetowniclel'k 'Ol'Clel'ks 'in which "the 'dish-iet is sitUatec1; ! ,,:.' 

(6) Except 'as 'otherwise provided ill'this! seetibnand 'unless' clem-Iy inappJi\Ja.bleaU 
otMi- . statutes' ,i'elating" to' :tbwil sanitary, dish-ietsl ,shall, apply,: td town· sanitary' districts 
'ci'eat·ed.by'orderof the,tdwll boa:i'd.or state bbard. i,." ,',. . "" ii' 
., History: :li955~'c."603. ,Ii I, Ii II I ,(~~ , Ii '\': I II" "!I i. 

i.', ,60:32,' ,Alldiiii!g' accouIits,';: !~eeh~~s,f?~ ;'iv'~q~~'diei~Jb,b?~rd\ li,T4ll, tbwn' ~R~l;cl ~~~il 
meet on the secollc1 'I'uesday next prece(1mg the annual town meebng and Ill~o on the first 
Tueiday of i December; ahd', '~,t,: ~IlC~: o~Her ',~t~e?~ '.tilh~~' As,Wey', ~h~ll: ~e¥~ ?eces~~rY' tp 
!,Ud,lt a!l~, se,~t~~ ,a~ c~la~-geS},g'~l~st t~~ to,1v,u lalld, If~he .. ~. s.n])~~:Y,lSO~S .b,~! n~t l?~'eseflt the 
chmrman,orm hls.abs~n~e, 8ltbetl of the otqer ,~upervlsorsatteni:1mg,shan .Gall 'one or 
~o,r~: ~i~stices,: of'thEl, to:wn' t9rict: ifst~a:a'. 0,tt.fie 'abs,e~t 'sllpefvisofo~ s'tl+?:e~.vi~.ors, ,~nd)f 
any such ' vacan'cy' cannot be filled by l'eason' of' there beWg .no Jegall~qual~fied . Jusbc!3 
or justices.,of the peace in, s\lid town, tllrn said yacallc,Yiliay be fi~led ):1y 'se!ecti\;tga 
qua~ified, eIeCtOl'! ql" electoi's I thetebf, ,And said ~leCt\ll'.' or electors if.' so chosen. shall take 
and filii the usual oath of office, so as td l'riukea bOard Of alldit COIDl)'osec1 Of '3 .. Nb such 
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special meeting shall be held unless notice of the same shall be given to each supervisor 
at least 2 days prior to the time fixed therefor, and none but supervisors shall act on 
the board of audit at such special meetings. 

60.33 Duties of board of audit. It shall be the duty of such board of audit: 
(1) To examine and audit the accounts separately of each town officer authorized by 

law to receive or disburse money for all moneys received and disbursed. 
(2) To examine and audit every account, or demand for which a money judgment only 

is demandable, presented against the town, and to indorse thereon the amount allowed and 
disallowed, stating the items; and no allowance shall be made on any account which does 

'not specifically state each item, with the date, amount and nature thereof separately. Such 
statement shall be verified by the affidavit of the claimant, his agent or attorney and filed 
with the town clerk; and no such claim against any town shall be acted upon or considered 
by any town board unless such statement shall have been so made and filed. 

(3) To examine into the character and circumstances of every other demand presented 
against the town which they are not authorized to audit, and in their report give a sum
mary thereof, with such recommendation as they think fit. 

(4) To draw up a report stating in detail the items of account audited and allowed, 
the nature of each and the person to whom allowed; the same in respect to accounts dis
allowed, and also setting forth a statement of the fiscal affairs of the town, with an estimate 
of the sum necessary to be raised for the current expenses for the support of the poor 01' 

for any other authorized purpose for the ensuing year, and adding such recommendations 
as they may see fit, and to cause a sufficient number of copies of said report to be type
written, multigraphed or printed to insure a reasonable distribution thereof in the town, 
or in lieu thereof, to cause such report to be published in a newspaper which is published 
within the county and which has a general circulation in the town. 

(4a) In towns located in counties having a population of 500,000 or more, the report 
required under subsection (4) shall not be required to specify in det.ail the several 
amounts paid to officers and employes of the town, and in lieu ,thereof said report shall 
contain a statement showing the names of the several officers and employes and the total 
amount paid to each for services during the fiscal year, with a designation of the title 
of the office or position held by such person. 

60.34 Report to be read. Such report shall be produced and publicly read by the 
town clerk at the next ensuing town meeting; and the whole 01' any portion of such re
port may be referred, by the order of such meeting, to a committee, whose duty it shall be 
to examine the same and report thereon to such meeting. 

60.35 Numbering and contents of town orders. (1) The amount of any account 
audited and allowed by the town board shall be paid by the town treasurer on the order 
of the board signed by the chairman and countersigned by the clerk, and all orders issued 
to any person or persons by the town board for any sum due from such town shall be re
ceivable in payment of town taxes in said town. But no order shall be signed 01' is:med 
for the disbursement of any money of such town until the tax for the payment of such 
order shall have been voted by the electors of such town or until the town board shall have 
authorized the issue of such order; and no town board shall authorize the issue of any 
order in a sum exceeding the amount which the town is authorized to appropriate for the 
purpose for which such order is issued. Any person whose claim has been allowed in part 
may receive the order drawn for the part so allowed without prejudice to his right of ac
tion against such town, as to the part disallowed. 

(2) Each order shall be numbered consecutively as drawn, and state the purpose for 
which said order was issued, the fund against which said order was drawn, the amount 
appropriated to such fund, and the amount of said appropriation remaining in excess of 
the total Stun drawn against such fund at the time of the issue of said order. 

(3) If the electors at the last preceding town meeting shall have voted in favor of hav
ing town orders draw interest, the clerk of said town shall, in drawing said orders, plainly 
state upon the face of said orders the rate of interest fixed by vote of the electors as 
aforesaid and the said orders shall draw interest at the rate named until the first day of 
March following the date of issue and shall continue to draw interest thereafter if pre
sented for payment to the town treasurer during the month of March succeeding the date 
of issue and payment of said order refused by said treasurer. 

(4) At the time of paying any town order or receiving the same in payment of taxes, 
the town treasurer shall indorse upon the back of said order date of paying or receiving 
the same the amount allowed as interest, which interest may be considered as a portion of 
the CUl'l'ent expenses of said town. 

(5) No interest bearing town order hereafter issued shall be sued upon for the pur
pose of securing judgment against the town upon the same unless such order shall have 
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heen presented to the town treasurer for paYlllent during the month of March preceding 
the beginning of such action and payment of said order refused by said treasurer. 

(6) Every supervisor, chairman or clerk violating the provisions of this section shall 
forfeit not less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred dollars. 

Cross Reference: As to judgments on town orders, see 270.73. 

60.36 Filing claims; demand on order. No action upon any claim or cause. of ac
tion for which a money judgment only is demandable, except upon town orders, bonds, 
coupons or written promises to pay any sum of money, shall be maintained against any 
town unless a statement or bill of such claim shall have been filed with the town clerk to be 
laid before the town board of audit, nor until five days after the adjournment of the next 
regular meeting of the board of audit thereafter. No action shall be brought upon any 
town order until the expiration of thirty days after a demand for the payment of the 
same shall have been made; and if an action is brought contrary to this provision and the 
defendant does not appear and proof of such demand be not made, judgment shall not be 
entered thereon, and if it is entered it shall be absolutely void. 

60.37 Landmarks. Whenever a town meeting shall have lawfully ordered the erec
tion of landmarks the town board shall procure a sufficient number of monuments of 
stone or other durable material, each not less than three feet in length and six inches 
square, and either all dressed, with perpendicular sides and a square, flat top having en
graved therein a cross formed by lines connecting the corners of said top, or having en
graved on the top of such as shall be set at section corners the number of each section 
for which such monument forms a landmark in figures, and those set for quarter posts 
"%,S.," as the board shall order; or, when authorized by resolution adopted by the town 
meeting, of three inch iron pipes not less than one-quarter inch in thickness, and three 
feet long, either galvanized or coal chalTed to prevent rust, and having screwed to the top 
thereof a flat plate likewise engraved, with a suitable plate or anchor at the lower end, 
and shall also contract with the county surveyor or any competent surveyor for the survey 
of all the sections of said town and the erection of such monuments, at such corners in 
said town as the board shall order; each to be set two and one-half feet in the ground ex
cept when in highways, when the top shall be made even with or below the slU'face. Such 
surveyor shaH, before the signing and delivery of such contract, give a bond to the town in 
the sum of three thousand dollars, with sufficient sureties to be approved by the board, 
conditioned that he will make a correct and true survey of all the sections in said town and 
cause landmarks to be set permanently at the section and quarter-section corners as estab
lished by United States survey, and faithfully perform such work and the duties imposed 
upon him according to law. 

60.38 Minutes of survey; location of landmarks. Such surveyor shall make in all 
cases a certificate setting forth cOlTect and full minutes of the survey, and giving exact 
bearings and distances of each monument from each other monument nearest it on any line 
in such town; and such statement shall be recorded in the office of the register of deeds. 
Such landmarks shall in all cases be set on section corners and quarter posts established 
by the United States survey; but if there be a c1Cl-ical error or omission in the govern'
ment field notes or the bearing trees, mounds or other locating evidences specified therein 
be destroyed or lost, and there be no other reliable evidence by which said corners can be 
identified, said surveyor shall re-establish said corners under the rules adopted by the gen
eral government in the survey of the public lands. Such surveyor shall, in all cases, set 
forth such action in his certificate of the survey. 

60.39 Location of section corners. Whenever any section corners upon the public 
highways cannot be identified the town board may, without previous vote of the town meet
ing, have such corners located by a competent surveyor and cause landmarks similar to 
those above provided for to be erected at such comers so established. 

60.40 Relocation and perpetuation of section corners., All expense and cost in
curred under and pursuant to section 59.63 shall be apportioned by the town clerk and 
collected as therein directed. 

60.41 Landmarks evidence. Al1lanclmarks set uncler authodty of the provisions of 
the preceding sections shall be presumptively deemed to be at the section and quarter
section comers, as Ol-iginally estahlished by the United States survey, at which they respec
tively purport to be set. 

60.42 Expense, how paid. In case any town shall vote in favor of the erection of 
permanent landmarks the town board shall ascertain the amount of money requisite for 
such purpose and deliver a statement of such amount to the town clerk, who shall add said 
amount to the other amounts to be raised for town purposes for the current year, and in-
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sert the same, in; the tax roll, andit'shallbecollecfedandpaid into the treasury in like 
nlanneras,othertowntaxes.~, ,iI ,:,1, i" "Ii""',"I" ,I' ,'",:',' "» ,,' ,'" " "I 

i'" ,60.43 I ,Town: clerk's' bond. ]Wer~ 'town clei'k' shall 'execu te ahdfile' ail offi~ial'J)dnd. 
, I. :!" ~ J !, I : 1 i ,,, i \ , ' : i , " ; , J .! '" . I , "\ ,! I J , t.. . J i l! 

60.44 Deputy; duties. Each town clerk may appoint a deputy for whom he shall 
be responsible, who shall take' aJiclfile the o'fficialoath; 'ailci'ih case of the' abs~nce, sick
ness .01' otherc1is(!'bility ,of. the Iclerk shalLpel'fOlim"his duties ,itndl'eceivethesame 'com
pellllation ~ll,ess, the town, boa1.'d,shall appoint a ,pers()n, to act as!clerk."", " ;" i ',i! I 

'60.45 Duties'Of'chlrk;' 'ttshall'betlied\ityoftlH)~lei'~! "'i'l ,,'.1, .. Ii, "',: ,,' 

"i '(i),: I?,b ii.ct A~' 9i~W of:,Ni, t()JI7ilmyMi#Sij}~rfo,~;p1Al' t~~' d,#ties' '?f: ciel'~; ot~i~~ti;;;J: 
and keep farthful ,mIliutes of all the procee,clmgs, a,lld recorll SU())1 nnn,u,tes, and enter, at. 
~e~*~~ :et~ryora,el:; ~'ek,olpt~OnOl;C1il:e~t.i9~ itIi51 ,ali'~:1f~,~S' and,1:~gl4~;tioi~s,~ade ,~y the~ee.t" 
lr;,~, 1)'1, ,tli~, bo?k,?f t01\n l'~c?r~lsi, a~q, If ,111 ~~s, ,al)?en~~ aRo,th~r p~,J,'s(m, ,sh~l1 hll-v~, a,~te~ In 
h~~ ~te~lll~e ~'~,cor~l ~fe np:'ll~t~~ ta~efl:, ~):y ,h,I,~. ?~ tp~ p~?,q~e,dw:g~. ". :.. . .... i, I,. ";'! ~: 

(2) To transmIt to the county ele~~, wt4~p, t,Ejll' day~ ~fter,any; t,9'IYP)P.,e~tw:g ~i ~ertrfi~d, 
statement of all town officers elected at the same, showmg the post-office address of the 
chllirmlln, treasurer, t A~sessprand: town clerk" and >promptly: to.notify, himi 'of 'any: slibse
qnenti glfaI;lges, in eitherl,of ISflid, Iflst-named, .0ffic~sJ ;arid tonotiry the ,persons ,electedwhent 
requi:cedpysection60.20. I,,' " " i :",. ,:, ,1,;":,1",,,,:: " 1 

, (3)" To. f9rthwith noti,fy ,the, county treasurer,,Of, the ,aPIJointmEmt, by ,the: town board 
ofllnY,to;wntl'eaSllrer. , ,," "II ""I ,t 'I, ii'"~ ,',' '::' ,i: ''''', 

,,(,4) 'l'otransmit::to, the clerk or ,the . circuit court, .immediately ·after' the i election 01' ap-' 
pointjl1ent. of, anyi justice .of the peace in his itowll)a l written notice): stating ,the inaille of 
ellch, such justice and the, .till'ln, for Iwhich, 'he, was ,elected or, appointed" aIH} , when to fill' 
VMllncy" who was, the .Jast, incumbent of the .office) and likewise the 'name' Of every 'cone 
stllble after Iheshall have.qualified'i! " " ' : 'II, Ii ,,"i 

i,: (5) . To i reoo1'd every ,request for any' special ,vote: or any, special meetirig, and to i prop'., 
erly post the l'equisite , notices thereof as l'equired"by law., ,I: '.: , Ii"~ iii'" ,i, t i, .'~' i ':'" 

'" (6) To· pbstul), in at Jeastthrce of, the 'most'pnblic places 'iri,.'the town, 'fail' cdpi~s o'f' 
all by-laws made ,by the:to1,'nj and: entcr ovel' his> hl:md in the' town i'ecorGs(m :eonnec!ion 
with. such ,by+laws,: the' tilne, whenancl. the places iwhere the'same were posted.l! i:, ,i ii' 

: , (:7) To act as· ,clerk, of. the town board,' to keep" and record faithfl~l' miIil~tes of'thei1' 
pI'oceeding's,and ,to enter at >length evelY' vote;, order; directioll)' l'esolrition 'or i'egulatioll; 
made, by ,the'boal'd 'or, by the sllpervisOl's'in theil" official' capacity J: ~ird to! file! ill1acC6i.'lllts 
audited by the board'or aIl01vetl'atitowilliIeetingahd enter' a' statement 'thereofint the! book 
of :records. ; i ) I • • ' I !. i, I ,. 1 , " ': ) j , 'I ',: I I "i ,') '\ ;' ,; I I (.: i" ~ ') .. " ! ' , i )' ,; r i I II • i !: \ ,: 1 ~! 

(8) To furnish to the town boarel of audit at the annual meetitlg evel'Y'stateirtelit 're-' 
c~~ye,<:tf fr()p;t, l tjJ,e ,~ou,~ty, t:nlasm'~~' ofmon,eY"Pllid.;to.tbe ,town, tre[js~rer an,d"all o~he1', ,in
fn:~lItiOJt,I,'esl?,f!~ting', ,tpp fi,\lp,al;, flffai,w i p~ i t~e itP)Vn, ,iA ,his, iPps~essI,oI,l" and ,,~H , I,lllcqunt:;;" 
cJimns ,ltn~"c1ep.lfl:n~1,sM',q)l~i?t,t4eJq'Y:n,tneclw~t4hlm'd""i' Ii' ,'", I,,» i ,i i'Ii" ,,,' 

; ,(9), Wp p,~v,etbe flvstqdy ,1,li\l,c1 ,t~ f)a£ely )~eep, alIi a.ecQunts, ,oaths of! ,offiGe, ,bon,ds"l'eem:c1s, i 
fl)el?l p,:;t.pers I,lIfel, ~rqpe,~'j;y! ,1'GceiY\l~l frqw" his preqecessol', OJ.' , other ; P\l~'sons i an,d i l'equjJ.'e~l 
by,' la'l" I, to,p,e Aerip~iteR-, ,in, ,his ().f/lce, ,~11q., a,ll boq4&, ).'tlGOl'df) al)lQ.; pflpBl;S, ()i; tAe, ,to,WI;l! not) 
o~hen~~eP1'OVIFled, +?l', by I la~, a;n,lltq: ,~leI:i;ver, ,~l~ It]le llaW9, tq, ;his ~neCeflSOl',;" flI;l,~Uf I ,th~, 
to~, board ,hal? prow,flec1,ft ;qrep,roqi;safe f,c;>~', hlSus\l, ,t04eep,,t,bereln aU, b,onc!$, ,records, 
bqp~, ,rflPel:~, a,~dl 40CIPHen~s, i:n ,hi!'}: cu,s~o~ly, aR, clel'4:J ,'Iv,4ich ,thE) ()ftPlwi.ty ,o~ .sn(Jhsfl~e ,Ww, 
permit, I:\n4 ,secl,l'eliXJoclf: ,s,ucA~a£~,fIt all t~mes 1YbeJ,llt,lij lJ.qt ;necfwsary,t'Ql,ltltJm,lgllocked,. 
and fOl' 'eacn filllure to so use and lock the sUJUe h(jE\ha),l :j'qrfeitjo t4e ,t01)'P-i l1()t)e~S tp'!J.l1, 
$10 nor more than $100; he shall also permit any person with proper care to exam,insllny 
sMh books;' records and 'papers and'make' and 'ceiiifya copy of'rinythel'e6f'wlien l'e'cjuiiied" 
onpaymentof'hisfeestherefor."""III:, "','" 1"",,1 1:,", i,11 i"'i,I("I" ,,' I",,, """,1 If' 

,I (11), To demaric1>O.nd :obtain ,the' official books"and paphs Mahy 'jtistice,!ofthe :pieace' 
when his office shall become 'vacant' and his successor be'not ele6ted 01" all})Olnted aria' 'qriali.! I 
fie,el, ,or wh,elt aljY ,j~lstice, of th(;)peace . shall die, and, dispose ,of the sa~e. as, required by 
l~w, •. , I I 1'1 J I j !, j I • I 11 ), , ) 

(12) To post copies of the report of the town board to the annual town'meetmg on, 
the moming' of the day of such meeting in i three PllhFc places. as convenient as pos$ible 
fo'dhe examinatioIi theiieof h3' tnel 'electors. """ .'. . "',,. ." 

'(13) ITQreticrtbthe p~Ol)le as~dl'n]j\edattlie'fp'rl1uinown' meeting, at the' tiIne 'fh:ecl ' 
for TIhe'transa~tibIl Of towrl ' busihess, th'ep'l'o:i'isions of thesie 'statutes' relfl,tmg tothepro~ 
tection of life anc1 property against forest fires, and relatmg to the desb~uction o'fnoxi(Hls ' 
weec1sas,requiIiecl by, section 94.20. Ii', I , II I. d, I, i , " 

, (14) ,To ,report.to the county .snl)eIiintenclentwithin ,ten"days ailter' his, 'election' or 'ap" I 
pointmc.mti his naine. anel;. post-office address;, ancl ilikewise, ,the ,name' and· :post-office address 
of each c1istrictclel'k within ten days ·after the·same' are, filed in his 'office'.· 
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(15) To reilbrQ such, description of school districts; and such oI'ders concerning the 
organization, alteration 'or . dissolution thereof as shall be made by the town board. 

,(16) "To make and keep in,hi8 office alllap of the town; showing the exact boundaries 
of all the school distIlicts therein as ,appeaI,frolll the' records' on file,and, when a new dis
trict is formed to make and furnish a map thereof to the district clerk. 
,: " (117) To 'al)portion :the school money 'collected ibythetownl and that'received from ,the 

state for the' several; school districts df the town on the third Monday of, March· each year) 
or as soon as the' sallle 'shall be collected '01' received by the' town treaslirer, , to the several· 
districts ahd' 'parts of I districts within'theto'wn' aspl'ovided' in' these statutes, . i '" i 

(18) To make and transmit on 01' before the first day of August in each year, to the 
county 'ot dist\.'ictsuperintendent' 6f!ihedounty tn" districtinwhichhis town is situated 
two copies of a report, stating the. whole number of school districts separately set 'off 
within the towupind; the' number'6f parts' bf i joint districts iiI' which the schbolliilltses' be-
10ngiilgthereto'ar8 located in'his,towll. "I ! Ii 

, (19) ,To issue licetises,wh'en granted by the' town"board, '11 pon 'the pl'esen ta ti on to him 
of the town treasurer's lle'ceipt for' tlie prescribed fee." I "" '. ,. .' .! , 

I, I (20)' To' 'perfo'L'm: tlia duties required in' Titlt'dI respecting' elections; in Title VI, ree 
specting public instruction; and Title XI, respecting highways, bridges and drains,' and 
such other duties as may be required by laW'. 
;,~iHt~t~~fd··.~?5,,~·;~ri~·;"fl' iii/til l"))j ,I "i 

,i 60.4:6,! IDelivery. of. papers to. clerk of ,new town.. :When a.new town,is o;rg;.tnized em
braqing ap.y; ,part. of, an old town the ,clerk of the. new tOWll shall ;re<;eive alLthe pape;rs :a;Il,(f 
files ,removable and I copy all record~, . papers . and Jiles not .so. removable,. in the oj'fice o~ the 
Ql(lrk ,of.~uchold.town, which belong Or, pertain ,to such .newtown 01' any of,the, in'hab~, 
itants ,thereof or, lands: therein; ,and ,the clerk ,of snch old. town. shall. Clelivel,' such papers 
and . files : and: shalL certify. fluch ,copies i. and. the sa~ne, being deposited !ill .the. omce. of. th.e. 
clerk 0:1) the ne')V town,!shll have the same effect as.if originals .andorighwUy fn~d.tl::te;re. 

16014:7! ;Chil'k 'wfees,' ; Every 'town 'clerk shall beerititledto recei've from any person 
ret/lllrhl.g..his' ~ervices the 'following fees therefor viz. :'; " .; . . . , 

'Fod:ecortling'anY'Ina'l'k '01' b1'and; :twelve cents.' '..; '.... ". : "" 
, , I'Fc\\-' giving a ee'rtifica t~ 'thereof; tHe same. : . i .', " , • .• 

'For making' copies Mariy!recorc1s 01' papers or' any pal't thereof, whenrequiied; seven' 
Cel1ts fOl'eachfoliband<twelve l cents for' a 'certificate! that the same 'is a corre'ct copy of 
said record 01' papers or the part thereof required.:. i "..":,, i· ,,! 

'.I i 60.48 .. Town :treasurer1s bond" '!Every' town .treasul'Cllshall execute 'and file an' offi
cial' bond'1vhich, !may be' fuimishedby I a surety company , as! pl'ovidedbysection 204.07 in 
a sum to be fixed. at not ,less 'than ,the whole amount .of money estimated to come into his, 
hands Iq,W;~~')l~~, tep;n., " I,,, I, :, , 

i 'I 60.~9. "PHti\ls .<IOl',ea~ur~r •. It shall be th~.dvtyof th.e towntl'easuF~r: "'. 'I. 

(1) To 1'eC81ve nnd tnke charge of all moneys belongIfLgto"the tp'y;U, or,1yhichar,~ rY" 
ql1!l:e(1)Y, la:v J() bt"p~i~)n~o. thetowntre~sury,and to pay. out ,t~e sa~e only il1-\the 
H;lfjn;tH1rI p,w'?:4~~. PY, s!l~tw,n i 6,6.042., " I. . , ..' . ~ ., 't . .. I •. h' 

(2) To preserve all books, papers and property appel'tammg 001' file,~, l~ IS office, 
,! I (a): ?,'9, k,,(lep ~. ~ple ite~*edac~o~lIlt ofallD:~ol~(lYS wha,tsoever rec,eived.1~y l¥~upon 

any account by VIrtue of hIS office and of the chsbursement thereof,and to exhIbIt snch 
aGcount ,and ail mOl].eys in :his .CllStody 01' under his control as sn.ch treasurer, l1nd to iliake 
o'atl{,' i:l"so' ~:e\quil'ed, 'that s{lch moneys al·k ihefnnds of the to~n,' and deliver ::tn. his yorieh
ers tQ thdown bqard of \tudit at its ftnnvalmeeting,.. " ... '. . .,'..... : . , 

" (4), 'To' coliectmlcl pay, over ta:ies; I'naking rehll'll. of . delinqllents, . arid to perfoim' all 
th~ 'dutie'~' ~·iipertainiI;gthel~eto 'req;:dr~d of''him hyTitle X.' , .. " ,........ , '.' 

;I, (15) ,'-':p Jl,l?pl;,; fp~ attd~',~~~~v~fro~Jhe~p~~ltty t1'eas~n;er allmon,eJ:~ apPo1'tione(:lfol:' 
the use of common schools III hIS town and to pay the same, together wIth all moneys col· 
lected in the town fo1' the support of the schools, to the treasul'(lrs of the distrietsentitled 
to 1'eceive them upon the order 01' apPol'tionnient6£'th'e to'Wn clEh.' '.' .: •..• 'I 

(6) To pay to the district treasurer on demand all school district'taxes raised in each 
district and collected by him, and the amount' of all school district taxes returned· to the 
county, tteasurer· of' his I county as delinqllent, ,whenever the 'same· shall have been' paid to 
him by said cOlmty treasurer or whenever he shall receive credit from the county treasurer 
f6r,sllch delinquent,tax'ol' any part thereofonaeeonnt'o£any demand ol'claim due from 
such town to such eounty. I'· I ,,' ,." 

1(<7:) 'To eertify' tol the ·to,vn'clerk on or· before' ,the second Monday of, Ma11ch in each 
year the amonnt of school money in his hands to be apportioned by said clerk, and, imme-' 
diately upon the receipt of any money from the school'fund·iricome to celltify theisame to 
the said clerk for apportionment; I, I " '" , ,; " " . ' 
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(8) To make and forward on the second Monday of June in each year to the clerk of 
each school district, in whole or in part in his town, a certified statement of the amount 
of money paid by the town treasurer during the yeal' next preceding to such district treas
urer, specifying the date and amount of and the account upon which each such payment 
was made. 

(9) If the county treasurer shall neglect or refuse to pay over the school money which 
by law should be paid to the town treasurer, he shall commence and prosecute an action 
on the official bond of such county treasurer for the recovery of such money. 

(10) To perform all the duties required of him in Title VI, relating to public instruc
tion. 

(11) To make the statements required in section 60.51 and perform all other duties re
quired by law. 

(12) To deposit immediately upon receipt thereof the funds of the town in the name 
of the town in the public depository designated by the board. Failure to comply with the 
provisions hereof shall be prima facie grolmds for removal from office. When the money 
is so deposited, the treasurer and his bondsmen shall not be liable for such losses as !U:e 
defined by subsection (6) of section 34.01. The interest arising therefrom shall be paid 
into the town treasury. . 

History: 1951 c. 407. 

60.51 Statements as to receipts. Every town treasurer shall, on the Saturday next 
preceding the annual session of the county board, make out in duplicate a written state
ment of the whole amount of moneys received by him as treasurer during the year pre
ceding that day which he has paid or ought by law to pay to the county treasurer, show
ing particularly the several amounts thereof, the dates and persons 01' officers respectively, 
when and from whom received and for what the same was so paid to him; also showing 
the amounts which he has paid the county treasurer and the dates thereof. He shall also 
at the expiration of his term of office, 01' whenever he shall vacate the same, make the like 
statement of such moneys received and payments made of which he has not previously 
filed such a statement. He shall verify by affidavit or officially certify all such state
ments to be true and correct and to contain the full amount of moneys so by him re
ceived during the period of time included therein and immediately file the same with the 
town clerk. One of each such statements shall be annually taken by the chairman or su
pervisor who shall attend the county board and filed at the time of the annual session 
thereof with the county clerk. 

60.52 Penalty. Every town treasurer who shall refuse 01' neglect to make and file 
any such statement as required in the preceding section shall forfeit not less than twenty 
nor more than two hundred dollars, one-half for the benefit of the prosecutor. 

60.53 Constables' bonds. Every constable shall execute and file an official bond. 

60.54 Constables' duties. The constable shall be a ministerial officer of justices of 
the peace, and it shall be his duty: 

(1) To serve within his county any writ, process, order or notice, and execute any 
order, warrant or execution lawfully directed to or required to be executed by him by 
any court or officer. 

(2) To attend upon sessions of the circuit court in his county when required by the 
sheriff. 

(3) To inform the district attorney of all trespasses on public lands of which he shall 
have knowledge or information. 

(5) To impound cattle, horses, sheep, swine and other animals at large on the high
ways in violation of any duly published order or by-law adopted at an annual town 
meeting. 

(6) To cause to be prosecuted all violations of law of which he has knowledge or in. 
formation. 

(7) To perform all other duties required by any law. 
History: 1955 o. 134. 

60.55 Fees. Constables may receive the following fees: 
(1) For serving a warrant or other writ, not otherwise provided for, on each person 

named therein, twenty-five cents. 
(2) For a copy of every SUlllmons delivered on request or left at the place of resi· 

dence of the defendant, twelve anel a half cents. 
(3) For serving a subpama or summons on each person named therein, twelve and a 

half cents. 
(4) For serving an attachment, fifty cents. 
(5) For each copy of an attachment, twelve and a half cents. 
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(6) For each copy of inventory of property seized on attachment, twelve and a half 
cents. 

(7) For issuing summons on garnishee, twenty-five cents. 
(8) For copy of any affidavit or other paper not otherwise enumerated, per folio, ten 

cents. 
(9) For posting up each notice, twelve cents. 
(10) For each mile actually traveled, going and returning to serve any process or to 

give or to post up notices, ten cents; but he shall serve all process and papers in anyone 
action which may then be in his hands for service, which can be served at the same time 
and upon all persons upon whom service is required, who can be served in the same jour
ney; and he shall be entitled to one mileage for the greatest distance actually traveled to 
make such service and no more. 

(11) For committing to prison, thirty-seven cents. 
(12) For summoning a jury, fifty cents. 
(13) For writing' a list of jurors, twelve cents. 
(14) For attending on a jury, twenty-five cents. 
(15) For attending at the command of a justice of the peace on the trial of a cause 

before him, fifty cents for each half day, which, in a criminal case, shall include his serv
ices as custodian of the defendant. 

(16) On all sums made on execution and paid over, charged upon the defendant, five 
per cent. 

(17) For notifying a plaintiff of a service of a warrant or summons or attachment 
returnable in three days, twelve cents. 

(18) For serving every writ in an action for the recovery of personal property, fifty 
cents. 

(19) For summoning and swearing appraisers and taking appraisement, fifty cents. 
(20) For taking and approving sureties in any case, twenty-five cents. 
(21) For impounding live stock such fees as the order or by-law providing therefor 

shall prescribe. 
(22) He shall also receive all his necessary disbursements actually made for board 

and conveyance of prisoners, to be settled by the county board; and when any person ac
cused of any criminal offense shall escape his custody or pursuit, without fault or negli
gence of the constable, and the district attorney shall certify that such pursuit was nec
essary and proper, the county board may, in their discretion, on being satisfied by proof 
that such escape was not the result of the carelessness or negligence of the constable, al
Iowa fair compensation for the time and necessary expense incurred in such pursuit. He 
shall keep his office in the town, village or city in and for which he was elected or ap
pointed; and any constable who shall keep or open an office without the limits of such 
town, village or city shall receive no fees for any service by him performed during the 
period for which he holds his office contrary to the provisions hereof. 

60.555 Constable abolished, cities of first class. The office of constable is abolished 
in cities of the first class. The duties of the constable in such cities shall be performed 
by the sheriff of the county in which the cit.y is located. Any constable in a city of the 
first class now holding office shall remain in office until his term expires. 

60.56 Acting constable; no fees, when. When the services mentioned in s. 60.55 
are performed by any other person except a party to the action, the same fees shall be 
allowed as constables are entitled to receive and no more. No constable shall serve or 
execute any summons, writ or process in any action or proceeding wherein he is agent or 
attorney for the plaintiff or interested in the collection of the claim sought to be recovered, 
nor recover any costs, fees or expenses, nor shall any costs or fees be taxed for any services 
rendered in violation of the provisions of this section. 

60.57 Justices; number; terms. There shall be one justice of the peace in each 
town elected at the annual town meeting in every odd-numbered year. Any town board 
may by ordinance provide for additional justices to be elected in odd-numbered years 
and the board may change the number of or abolish such additional offices. No reduc
tion in the number of justices shall deprive any justice of his office. Their term of office 
shall be 2 years from the first Monday of May next following' such town meeting; pro
vided, that in all counties which contain a population of 500,000 or more no justices 
of the peace shall be elected in the odd-numbered years, except to fill vacancies, and that 
in the even-numbered years 2 justices of the peace shall be elected for the term of 2 
years. 

60.58 Justice's official oath and bond. (1) Tum OF FILING. Every justice of the 
peace, elected for a full term, shall on or before the first Monday of May, next succeed-



iug his election, and ev-ei'y Justice elected or ai:>pointedtd fill 'avacan'cy,: shall \vitMl± ten 
days thereafter, or after notice thereof, if required to be given, take and fJ.le the official 
oath prescribed in subsection (1) of section 256.02,' and '.shall also; within the'same' time, 
execute and file an official bond with two or' moresufficien:t sttr~ties, to 'beappJ'o\r~d( by the 
chairman or any two of the supervisors. . :' i ' 

(2) COpy OF Bo:~m, WHERE FILED. '. The c1erkOf lthe 'Jii'cuitcoul,t sliall within t~ridays 
'artei'the' filingwitl;t him of said.oAtli and, bond, exe'cute anet'mail t6',the 'Clel;k of th~ 'thwn, 
city. 'or vlllage,' whin:ein stich' jllstice of the pea'ce' was. eleCted, . a' ce).;,tified ca:py 6£ said 
bond,'which certified copy shall be filed by said town:; city' or village clerk, aj:ld presei'ved 
iJ,lhi~'office,and the same .shall be presumptive eviderlC6 o~ its eieclition bys)1ch jhstice 
it'ndhlssureti~s;' .,.:, .. ". . "'.'" , .. '" "."'" '" ':, ",.' :.' 

60.59 When justice may qualify after prescribed time. "In· all cases when any per
son shall be duly elected justice of the peace, but shall fail to qualify within the tbne,pre
scribed by law on account of necessary absence from the~ounty or of being sick,. hotmay 
qualify as such justice at any time within six months from the time of his election) ~+ the 
vacancyocQasioned by. his failure to qualify shall: not.have been'filled, as by law provided, 
bytaki.,ngand, filing : with his, oath of office· and bpnd, a, further .oath tha the i did not qualify 
within the time prescribed by law for the reason only that jhe,was.sick.Q1', absent I from the 
coul).ty; i and he may. thereupon: enter, upon and exercise tha, duties and, functions, of :such 
office during the residue of the term for which he was so elected. . I" , 

:,,: 60.60 O()mp.ensationofto~offic~i'~. (1). The' coili:be~sati6n' iO£ t9:Wn,"s~p,~i'~~sors 
a~d town clerks III towns located 111 countIes havmg a populatIOn of l~ss tHan 5QP,00.o Bliall 
he fixed by theltiiniualtoWn meeting at not more than $8 nor less than $5 per' d'ay'. '.The 
compensation of the town treasurer shall be $5 pel' day unless a different sum pel" day 
is fixed by the . annual town meeting.' In lieu of . pel' diem compensation' the" annual town 
meeting may fix a salary for the town supervisor and the town'treasurer: The'compensa
tion' of, clerks of thepoUs and, town· clm'ks shall' be fixed by the annual town 'meeting at 
not more than $8 nor less than $5 pel' day, and at the rate so fixed for .parts of a! day 
actually, and necessarily devoted by them to the, service: of the town i and in the discharge 
of any.of the duties of, their, offices, required .of ,them by:law, unless a different compensa-
tion .. shall: :have been, fixed by,theannual town lll,eeting., , . II ,I" (I , 

,,(2) . Supervisors" of, towns. :situated in counties, having: a ,popUlation of' more, than 
500,QOO !shall be paid .such salary as shall be fJ.xed iby .the electors: at the, annua~ ,town 
meethigi not to exceed $2,400 .per annum, which ,shall I be in lieu of per .((iem, compensa
tion. ,The ,clerks of. the polls, the tqwn, clerks, and. the town ,treasurer. ins)lch towns shall 
be paic1suchcompensation as. shall ,be detcl'minedby tl;le town,board""" i.;"" I Ii", 
" (3), No town officer shall beel,ltitled to compel1sationfrom thei town for II-cting, in 

,more,than one ,official capacity oroffice,l.\t thE) smne,~ime.;., 1"",.1:, ,,: 
(4) No salary orcompensa·tion rate shall he r(jduced .dul'ingthe: ,tarm of ;ato~~n :supel~

,visor, c~erk, tr~asm'er, assessor Ol~ ..constable. 
: I 'I ~ ", "Iulstiiry: 1951'c:'670; 1957"c~ 324. ' I 

I", (1') dq€!s n6{ either e*pr'~ssIY drl;ripiiedH'ret~pactiv:J basis, Pugni~;' ~. R\amililit~'l\. 
au'thorize·the paYlhent'of an, increase in: sal- "275,'W"70, 81·N,V (2d)3S; i "'.1"" ,I, .. : 
ary for any town, .. offic,e~'" to'. b(3" p?-i,~" on,fl11, ,'1 ) 

" . dW.61, ' qOll;tllensation,J~:nn a,ssep,s9r~, I~Hll tCiWl,ls in cOHn ties , haying,;1. popula,tion 
of l~qO,OOO)n)1apitf\Nts ,.of. i\l.PWards, and)!). a~~ to'w~W, ~ayi~g',: fln assesse~;Vfl,~\lfl.ti.on .of 
$4,000,00Q ,();I.' mpre,tqwn asses~p+.s $4,all .q~ P~Cl ~u"h COll).p~llsation ,f(n' I t1.wir s.er~icefl,! AS 
may· be an01yed. them. by: ,tj1!) allllual tClwnmlletmg, III all. ot4er ,town~ 8,l,lch compell~at~oJ,l 
if,J;lot fix(3d by,tb,e u,J;lnulll ~own ,;4~e,~ill~ sljall ~e not;1(J,ss. than $5 ,}}.qr .t;l~y. ,~h(3, Pl!ov,i;:;iqps 
of , this sectiqn,shaH pqt apply,In, tpwnsS(3lechl1g asse~sQrs.an,d apslstapt <i.,!sesSOl·.S .tln,~,el' 
civii serVice, as provided in section,,6Q~lQ (~).: ' "i:', " . 

History; 1951 c. 686. 
" "., ). I " I , I ~ 1 ',,: J : ,\. I " , i!, , ' \ . ,'J i ' '" • ; " \. J: ii, ,'; 

,60.62, . ,Erection and <iOlltrqI Qf, bl1ildings, .WhelleveJ,' any,'l;qwn shallhave:lega,lly 
voted in, favor, .ofraising. money fpr .the pID'p,ose of. purchasing or .building a towll .hall or 
other buildings ,for,. tpw use of such town, ,the. town board, shall, have power to make, .all 
necessary, contracts' for the }}.\u"hase ,or ,bVilding of ,the same, and shalLhave .the .c~n'e, con
trol, R,nd managementlof the same. whenp111'chased or built; and. ,whenever, any town shall 
have legally voted in favor of uniting the. Illoney: of. the town with ,the moneyofanyothel' 
corpo11ation ,01': society, for sitch plJrpose,' the tow.n board, shall enter into a written, ~ontract 
with such! corporation or society, to pay alL extra e4pense by reason of such building', be
ing built larger or more expensive for the benefit of such corporation 01' society, and pro
yi<let~atin:any .ca,se sai~.9orpo~~tio~ 01'.po,cietX~~P.'n:pa:r ~):}~-.~HIH~e: co~t; a~,su~h, p~ild
l~&, i. Bnd rsu?h to~vn .boa~·~. shtul i not l~ i e~ther c~se l~cp.ran:y:. ~lqbpl,ty Ol~ ~h,e. p,a~'~ o~. t~e 
town for such bmldlllg III excess of the sum voted for that purpose. The supei'V1soi's and 
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tmvn clerk of such town and thi'eedil'ectors or trustees of 'such C0l1)01'atibJi ors6ciety 'shall 
be a board of directors, who shall have the control and managenHmt6fsticl1 'l,Juildi:i:lg, 
make all contracts' for the purchase 01' erection thereof, and all rules and l'eguHitidns 'as, to 
the occupancy, keeping,in repair and insurance of the saine. The ,to~vn boa,rd' shall, if the 
vote. ,was to raise the money by tax, cause the sum so voted to be levied arid' colleet(Jd 'a~ 
other towntaxes;and'if the 'vote was to raisethenioney by is~uing the bonds'of the town, 
then said town board shall have power to issue and negotiate 'inlch boiids intlie manHai' set 
forth in the resolution adopted f6r that p1ll'pose. " , " , i • 

'. ~(L(;I~ ',. Wat~rwodts;, Ijped~la~sess~ents. for d~ficiency. (1), When 'the electOl's of 
al).yto,wns~lip shall,. as. provided by law, have Ol'dered ,01' authol1ized the building and' coili 

stnH!t~o1i ot .1l,watE)rworks system,. and the town board shall, ,pursuant to such authorizac 

tiqn,haye Jlrqe~~ed, the laying of. any water main or lateral, fol.'ming part.of 'such system 
owned by the town, the town board shall, before laying the same, in any 'case' whel1e the 
fAnds availa1l1eJor .theconstl'uction of the same authol1ized"bygeneraltaxatiOll 'or bond 
i~sue /ilh(l.,ll,beofficiaijy. ~letermined by such town board tOI be insufficient to' complete' SlICh' 
construction, m(l.ke an assessment, upon the property benefited as 'provided in this section,' 

(2) The board shall assess against the several lots,parts of lots 01' parcell; of'land 
which abut npon,the,proposed linEl of any water main, 01' which may be contiguotis to and 
use.d in ,cOIlnectjon with, any such lot or parcel of land" such sumas the board shull 'deter
mine such 10.t or, .parcel of land will be specially benefited thereby; not ex'ceeding dne-half 
of, the. cost of furnishing, and laying, a water' main. of not, mOl'e ,thlin six inches in diameter . 

. (3) No, lot ,01'. parcel of land shall· be assessed, for more than one water main laid in 
the same stre\lt or alley. :, 
.(~),'Beforea .water service lateral is laid, the town board shall assess as special'ibene

fits; againsUhe lots, 'parts of lots or parcels of land to be served by any such lateral a smn 
equal to the. a"el'age cost of laying, such lateral. ' , ' . ".",. 

(5) Whenever any lot or parcel of land shall be subdivided by sale or contract or by 
use .01' oCi:\upation ~nseveralty,; after the assessment: of special benefits as' herein 'provided, 
said ,town boardmay,1 after ascertaining such facts, at any time before the specillhissess
ment shall have been entered,in the tax roll, make an equitable apportionment of the bene
fit taxed against such lot or. p(l.rcel of land among the different subdivisions theI'eof. 
, ,,,«(l.).The tmvnlboal'd shall:file inthe·office of the to,vnclerk a schedule of'the assess~ 
ments so made, and thereupon such proceedings shall be had before the toivn board as 
are .rcqlured ,with irespect to assessments on account of street improvements und~r s; 66.60 
of .the statutes and,theprovisionsof.said section, so £aras applica.ble shall apply to the 
assessments made, pursuant to this section, including thepl'ovisions made rela ting to the 
remedy by appeal from ·the final determination of. the bOaJ.'d. . . 

i Bfstory: 1957, c;'699.. ' . , '.; : 
! ,. '. ' , 'I I ' j I ,. I : " • " . ; " ~. • , : ,,' )' • 

60.64 waterworks: construction cost, payment: (1) .When /:Iny contract is let for 
street improvements, for the construction of any sanitary sewer or sewage works, orsur
face: or, storm water, sewers, or the laying of any water 01' heat'main or lateral, or th!day
ingor repair of any:sidewalk, and such workor It portion thereof is chal\geable to thei'eli! 
estate to be· benefited thereby; it,may provide that the amount so chargeable may, b\lpaid 
with, certificates against the: parcels, oireal estate so benefited, 01' special ' improvement 
bonds 01' the ,proceeds of the sale of such bonds, or that payment may be in phrt inade in 
certificates 01' in part in special improvement b?nds 01' the proceeds. of the certificatl:ls, 01' 
spe(i~~l ilnp~otementbonds. . , ,. '. . . ..' .. :: .. : ,i " . 

,: . (2)Se<itlqI).66.54, l'elative to- paywenH9~' 'pUbliCi .work and special improvementb~nds 
issu~d the;r\l~o1'.in citiessh!lll apply to towm;, so far as applicable thereto, and the to,vn 
board shall have all powers therein conferred, and to perforlll all duties assigned to bqards 
of public works ,in cities, and the town clerk aJld town treasurer shall perform all duties 
therein assigned tn the city clerk and city treasurer respectively. ,!.. : : , 

History: 1957 c. 663,' . 

60.65 Sidewalks.. (1) The town board may cause sidewalks to be cqltstriIcted :l~pon 
a petition of a majority of the owners of frontage on either side of any part of a ,high
way who ow11 one half or more of the front<tgc of property abuttingtipon that portiOn of 
the' highwllY on which it is proposed tD bUild such sidewalks and maYCmlSe any sidewalk 
to be repaired 'or replaced without any petition pursuant to s. 66 . .615. The prmrisions of 
said section: are made applicable to to'WllS except that thesupel'intendent pf high,vay~ 
shall, serve; the required: notice upon the abutting propeliy owners. . . . .' • 

(2) 'Any person residing in' any town may build and ~on:struct sidew!jlks along the line 
of any street or highway, of any suitable material, not exceeding 8 ~eet wide, upon p,rem
ises owned 01' occupied by him, and keep the same in repair; aitditny pei:Sdn wh?shall 
pile timber, woodjposts 01' lumbei'; 01' lead or drive allY team or animal; 01' place anybffaI' 
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upon, 01' otherwise obstruct the travel on any sidewalk built as aforesaid 01' otherwise, 01' 

wilfully injure the same shall be liable to a fine of $2 for every such offense, and shall 
also be liable to the owner thereof for all damages. Whenever the public convenience 01' 

safety requires any such sidewalk to be repaired, the board of supervisors shall give writ
ten notice to the parties owning the property in front of which such sidewalk is laid, if 
known and residing in said town, and if unknown 01' not residents thereof, shall post writ
ten notices in 3 01' more public places in said town requiring such repairs to be niade, and 
also prescribing that unless such sidewalk therein specified be repaired, to the satisfaction 
of such board within 3 days thereafter, they will repair the same at the expense of the 
property; and if the same be not in such time repaired, the board shall repair it and cer
tify to the town clerk the cost of the repairs, together with a description of the property 
in front of which the repairs are made, and said town clerk shall add such cost to the 
next tax roll, opposite to the description of said property, and the said cost shall be col-
lected as other taxes. ' 

(3) If any sidewalk be built in a town in front of farming property to connect a vil
lage with a railroad station 01' wharf, such sidewalk shall be maintained and kept in repair 
by the town board, and the board is hereby authorized to assess the expense thereof as a 
pal't of the highway tax in their town. . 

(4) In any town situated in any county having a population of 300,000 or over, when
ever public convenience 01' safety requires that any sidewalk in such town, whether con
structed of wood, cinders, concrete, brick, stone 01' of any other material whatsoever, be 
repaired, the same may be rebuilt and the defective sidewalk removed and replaced with 
cinder sidewalk, in lieu of other material, at the option of such town board of supervisors. 
In exercising the powers herein conf81Ted the supervisors shall follow the procedure es
tablished by subsection (2), as to notice, the making of repairs, the certifying to the town 
clerk of the cost thereof, and the adding of such cost by such town clerk to the next tax 
roll, opposite to the description of property returned. Such cost shall be collected as other 
taxes. 

(5) The town board of any town located in a county having a population in excess 
of 300,000, may, by a two-thirds vote of its members, adopt s. 66.615, and thereafter the 
construction of sidewalks in such town shall be governed by the provisions of said section. 

(6) Any such town board is authorized to direct the superintendent of the highways 
to carry out s. 66.615, and the annual town meeting may authorize such board to carry out 
s. 66.615 (5). 

(7) The town board of any town located in a county having a population in excess 
of 500,000, may keep the sidewalks of such town clear of snow and ice in all cases where 
the owners 01' occupants of abutting property fail to do so, and the expense of so doing 
may be shown for each piece of property and included in a statement to the town clerk 
who shall extend such charge as a special tax on the next tax roll. The town may also 
impose a fine or penalty for neglecting to keep sidewalks clear of snow and ice. 

History: 1951 c. 301; 1957 c. 699. 

60.68 Obstructions in nonnavigable waters. Whenever any nonnavigable creek 01' 

other nonnavigable stream becomes obstructed so that the natural flow of water along 
the same is prevented, the supervisors of the town in which such obstruction is located 
may at the expense of the town remove such obstruction, and in so doing may enter upon 
any land 01' lands necessary to be entered upon for the carrying out of such purpose. 

60.70 Rubbish in roads. Any person who throws 01' deposits any weeds, sod, brush, 
cans, machinery 01' other waste or rubbish in any highway located in any town, without 
the written permission of the town board, shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of 
not to exceed fifty dollars 01' by imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed thirty days. 

60.71 Reassessments. The provisions of s. 66.635, relating' to reassessments of 
special assessments, shall apply also to towns. 

History: 1957 c. 132. 

60.72 Garbage dumping regulated. (1) No person 01' municipality shall transport 
any garbage, rubbish 01' other refuse into 01' within any town for the purpose of dumping' 
01' otherwise disposing' of the same until such person or municipality shall llUve first 
secured a permit so to do from the town board. This section shall not apply where the 
city or village owns its OW11 dumping' or disposal ground and confines ih, dumping 01' 

disposal to the use of the sanitary landfill method on such grounds; provided, that such 
disposal shall be conducted in a sanitary manner satisfactory to the state board of health 
and on a site approved by such board; provided further, that such use is not contrary to 
any town or county zoning regulation. 

(la) In counties having' a population of 500,000 or more, when the county or any 
municipality therein has provided and is operating' facilities in any town.for dumping' or 
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otherwise disposing of w'aste as defined in s. 59.07 (52) (b), the provisions of this section 
shall not apply to such county or municipality and its operations. 

(2) Any person or municipality who shall violate any provision of this section shall 
be punished by a fine of not less than $5 nor more than $100, or by imprisonment in the 
county jail for,not more than 6 months, or by both such fine a.nd imprisonment. 

History: 1953.c. 146, 570; 19.55 c. 615. 
Under (1) the state board of health is not dumping, regardless of when the mUlllCl

required to obtain the approval of the town pality acquired the land. 43 Atty. Gen. 289. 
board before approving a site for municipal 

60.73 Source of pension fund. When duly authorized to establish a board of police 
and fire commissioners, pursuant to section 60.18 (19), the town board has proceeded pur
suant to section 60.29 (36) to establish a fire department, the town board may establish 
a firemen's pension, fund, in which event the provisions of section 62.13 (10) applicable 
to cities of the second and third class shall be applicable and governing except as herein 
otherwise provided. All amounts in any firemen's pension fund of such town shall become 
part of such fund. When the amount of the firemen's pension fund shall be $50,000, only 
the income therefrom 1vith the other revenues of such fund shall be available for the pay
ment of pensions. In carrying out the provisions of this section: 

(1) "City" means "town". 
(2) '~Council" means "town board". 
(3) "Mayor" means "chairman of the town". 
(4) "CoIll,ptroller" means "town clerk". 
(5) "City treasurer" m!)ans "town treasUl'er". 
(6) The introductory pm,'agraphand subsections (1) to (5) shall be effective as of 

June 7, 1947, and retroactive to that time; it being the intent that said provisions be a 
reenactment, effective June 7, 1947, of section 60.73 of the statutes of 1945, said section 
60.73 having been inadvertently repealed by chapter 206, laws of 1947. 

History: 1951 c. 667. 

60.731 Participants in fund. No person who, prior to January 1, 1948, had not 
contributed to a firemen's pension fund esta.blished pursuant to s. 60.73 shall be permitted 
to contribute to such fund or become a member thereof on or after such date; nor shall 
he or his ·widow; child or dependent pal'ent be, or become, entitled to receive any benefit 
from such fund. Any person who, after December 31, 1947, becomes a member of the 
fire department in any town in a county of a population of 500,000 or more, or who was 
a member of such department on said date, but who, in each such case had not, on or 
before such date, properly contributed to a firemen's pension fund established pUl'suant 
to s. 60.73,and who' can otherwise qualify, shall be, or become, a paJ.'ticipating employe 
under ss. 66.90 to 66.918. If any such participating employe shall be entitled to a prior 
service credit, he shall be given such credit at the 2 rate unless such town by which he is 
employed shall have elected to become a participating municipality under said sections, 
in which case the rate elected by such mlmicipality shall be used. 

HistOI'Y1 1951 c. 667. 

60.74 Zoning power. (1) (a) In a county which has not adopted a county zoning 
ordinance as provided by s. 59.97 any town may by ordinance: 

1. Regulate, restrict and determine the areas within which agriculture, fOl'estry and 
recreation may be conducted, the location of roads, schools, trades and industI-ies, the 
location, height, bulk, number of stories and size of buildings and other structures, the 
percentage of lot which may be occupied, size of yards, COUl'ts and other open spaces, the 
density and distribution of population, and the location of buildings designed for speci
fied uses" and establish districts of such number, shape and area as may be necessary for 
such purposes; 

2. Establish set-back building lines; 
3. Regulate, restrict and determine the areas in or along natural watercourses, chan

nels, streams and creeks in which trades and inc1usil-ies, filling or dumping, erection of 
structUl'es and the location of buildings may be prohibited or restricted; 

4. Adopt an official map or maps which will show areas, outside the limits of incor
porated villages and cities, which the town board deems best suited to cany out the pur
poses of this section; 

5. For each such district", impose regulations designating the location, height, bulk, 
number of stories and size of buildings and other struct1ll'es, percentage of lot which may 
be occupied, the size of yards, courts and other open spaces, density and distribution of 
population, the' trades, indush-ies or purposes that shall be included or subjected to 
special regulations and the uses for which buildings may not be erected or altered. 

(am) A town board may not proceed as provided in this section unless it petitions 
the county board, at any regular or special meeting to adopt a county zoning ordinance 
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as pl'ovided by s, 59;97, If the county board fails' or refuses at that meeting to direct its 
zoning agency to proceed' as provided by' s, 59,97;· or, ,if such directions to PI'oceed. are 
given bM the report of'the zoning agency and· the tentative ordinance· pursuant thereto 
ar~' not presented ito th~ county' board within one year ;01' if so presented. and the county! 
board at its next meetitlg' thereafter fails to adopt the ordinance, a town board, mlty pro
ceed under this section, The provisions of this subsection shall be applicable in every 
respect to regulating and restricting trailer camps or tourist ,camps or. both;. , 

(b) Any such t6\vn board mayby'ol'dinimc,e rMulate, restrict ,and determilfe the. 
loc~tion, height/ blllk, !lumber pf stories alfd size of buildings and 'athel; structlli'es! arid' 
obJects'iif naWral':gi'6\vtb, in liilyte'r'dt017ill'tl1e town in the vicinity of , any airport 
owned by srich 'towh: orpriVateiY'o\vnedi mid' 'riIaydivide' such territory into several areas 
!ll)..d' iniR,~se4iffei'e)1t l;e~hi,ctions' withres~eet' fo ~ e~ch! area which. l'~stri'ct~ons 'maybe'ap
phcable to the .IntIre town or only a portIon thereof. 1)1 theexerClse of Its power 'uncleI' 
this paragI'aph, the ,t<nvn board may,by Binineiltdomain, remove 01; alter any buildings, i 
structures 01' obj¢cts ofria'tural growth ,,,hroh are' contrary' to the restrictions imposed 
inthe'a,rea iuwiiich they a~'eldcat()d,!except railroad buildings;' hridges 'ot facilities; 
prOVided that hl.ili'Ciad tel egl;ap h; telephone and 'overhead sighalsystem' poles and wires' 
shall not be exempt from the' bperationilf this' section. 

(2) If such town has a town park commission organized as provided by law; such 
commission shall recommend boundaries of such districts arid.appropl'iate 'i'egulatioris and 
restlictions to be imposed therein. If the tow:n lias no W'Vll park commission,' the' tdwn 
board may appoint a town zoning committee of fimeIiib81!s to'pei'forn1 the 'duties Of the 
town park commission,undel' this section. Tlie foivp. pqrli: commission '6rzol:iing committee 
shall' iii'st' foiwliiat~' a t~ntativ~ l:eport" ana' shhll "hom public heai'iIigs' thereon before 
l111blllitting' a. fimtl repol't to thEl, town board~ . After ·si.lhh: 'final repol't issubMtted, and 
the ordinance pursllimt thereto n~lopted,t~e 'town, board' mayfio~m time: to I time alter,' 
supplement or change the boundaries' o'i'reg'ulKtions contained iiI 'sutih ordinance 'in' tbEl 
manner herein set forth, but not less than 15 days' notice of any snch proposed changes 
shall first be'published, ,in the, official newspapers for publication in the town, or if there 
be none, then in the county,' and notices be posted in· at least 3 public places in, the ,tom~. 
A healing shall be granted tomly person interested, at a time and place, to .~e .. speci1ied 
in the ,notice. Each notice shall be published at least 3 times during :the 15 (lays prior to 
the date of. hearing. " , .,i.. " . 

(3)' In case a protest against a, proposed amendment, supplement Or change be pre:
sented, . duly' signed and acknowledged by the owners .of20 per, cent, or more of the' front~. 
age·proposed to·be altered, ,or by the, owners of at least 20 per. cent of the; frontage. im., 
mediately in the rear; thereof, or by the: owners ,of.,a't least 20 per. cent of the frontage 
directly opposite the frontage' proposed ,to ,be ,altered, such amendme;nt,. shall not, .be 
passed' unless ,recommended ,by a 'majority vote of the town park commission, or tow;n 
zoning committee. . i '. i!, i i . . " ., 

(4) The town board shall prescribe such rules and regulations ,as. it may deem .neces-, 
sary for the enforcement of the provisions of all ordinances enacted.,in pursuance of. this 
section. Such rul~s and regulatiops and the districts, set-back building lines and regula
tIons specified in subsection (1) shall be prescribed, by ordinances ,,,hich shall be designed 
to promote the public health, 'safety and genetal ,,'el£are:' S1.1Oh ordinances shall' been~ 
fm.'ced 'by apprbpriatefines and penalties; Compliance with st10h ordinances may be also 
enforced 'by injntrctional order at the suit of such town or 'the owner oi' owners of real 
est~te within the' distHct affected 'by' such i·egulation.Such 'ordinances shall, 'not pro
hihit the c01i.tinuance of the 'Use of I any building or premises for any trade' or industry 
for which such building 01' premises' are 'used at thetiinesuch ordinancEls take effect, but 
the' alteta tion of, or addition to, any existing building or structure f61' the 'purpose i of 
carrying on any prohibited trade or new industry within the dishict where such buiId-
ings or structures art' located may be prohibited. ,,,, i, 

(5) The powers hel'llingranted shall be liberally construed in favor of the'town exer
cising them, and this section shall 'not be construed to limit or riJpealany powers now 
possess~d by a!).y such town,' . ' . '" 

'. (6) (a) Immediately after the publf~ationdf a town zoning 'ordinance, it shall be 
the' duty or the board' of supervisors of such town to 'cause to he made a'recbrd of the 
p~~s~nt ]lse <;Jf all buildings and premises used for purposes not in. conf01wityi with the 
regulations of the 'dist'rict 'in which such building'S Illlc1premisesare. situated, such 'record 
td cblltain the names and addresses' of the owner or' o"ll'nersof such 'nonconforming use,. 
and of1any iodclipant other than the'ownel', the' legal description or descliptions of lana 
and the nature and extent of land use. I Such l'ecordshall 'be' published fol· 13 'successive 
weeks ina'newspaper having general cil'cuiatioii it! the town~ Within 60 days aftei' such 
filial 'j:Ju]}lic'ation; llP.on presentation of proof to' the town: board, elTors or omissic,>ns 'may 
beco't'i'ected il)"SllCh l'ecow1. Onexpira tioll of such 60-day' period such record shall' he filed 
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lin the officp of, the town, clerk and ,a certified copy thereof in, the office, of, the, register of 
d~e,ds. Such ,record shall constitute prima facie evidence of the extentaIid numbel" of 
nonconforming uses exist4ng at the ,time the ordinance ibe<oameeifective., Errors or omis
sions in such record shall be corrected by the town board upon the petition by any citizen 
or by the board on its own motion.' Its decision in such mattei's shall be final. ' ' , , , 

, , (b) The town clerk shall fm'nish tathe towrJ.'tlssessor; iminediiltely after the filing 'Of 
the record of nonconforming uses, a record of the nonconforming uses lying' within' the 
town. ' After the assessment 'of, the following year ahd after 'each succeeding assessment 
thereafter the' ,town 'assessor, shall file a written report t'ertified by the board cifi'eview 
with the town clerk listing aU nonconforming rises ,which have! been' discontilllled 'between 
the assessment periods. If a,nohconforming use has been discontinued any futllre! 118e of 
such building, land or premises shall be in conformity with the provisions of the ordinance 
regulating land use,s in the district. The! town Clerk shall'l'ecord: 'discontinued noncon-
forming uses as soon as reported by the assessors. ' 

(c) The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to those towns: issuing b\lilc1ing 
pe;r.'mits. as a meaJl~ .. of enforcing, the zoning or,dinance 01' 'of checking nonconforming 
uses or to towns which have instituted other devices for this purpose. 

(7) Town boards granted!villagepo'Versby:\iesoliltion adopte.d' pursuant to 'section 
60.18 (12) shall have power to adopt town, zoning 'oi'dinlulces in the, nlarinei" Pwvide'd' in 
section 61.35 notwithstanding any provision'! 'of this Bection 01' section' 60:75 ' prbvided, 
however, that in counties which have' adtrptkd'a':zbning'ol'dinance undei"section59.97' the 
exercise of the power to adopt a to\Yllzoningordillance shall be subjectito' approval' by' a 
referendum vote of the electors of the town held at the time of any teg-lHat alitituil town 
imeeting. Any'zoningoi'dinance adoptt~di by it town boal;a hnd any anien(lilient thereof 
under this subsection shall be subject to the approval of the county board incourlties 
having. a county zoning ordinance, , " ., i i . 

(8) Town boards acting under' 's. 60.2~ '(41) to padicipat(iri a regional plannii).g!pil;o
'gl'am may adopt town zoning Ol'ditiances in the mamiei' ili'ovided in'.s. 61.35 ;notwjJhst'and-
ing any provision of this section 01' s. 60.75 provided that: ' ... , ' 

(n.) Such adopted ordinance conforms to the regional plan; , , ' ! 
(b) Such ordinance is approved by' the ~oulity board, in cQ1Ulties ~a,7ing a county 

ordinance. .. • . ,1 , " , ' " , , "i ... i " , 
(0) The electors of the town have had an opportunity to approveoi'disapprove :such 

ordinance at a regular annualmeetihg andhaye not disapproved it.' " i '" , 
History: 1951 c~ '468;' 1953 c;61; 1955 c. 149. "" : '.,' I 

,~i i The notice' required' for' a pUblio' hearing' iii the proposed' ordinan'ct)'oi' amen'dIrieht are 
"'Peyifie,p in, (2~ i~' the. sa,me for, the original proposed" ano,ther. public,hea1'ing on those 
o,rd1l}an'ce as for Il-n amendment. If as a con- proposed change", 1S ,necei/sar,:. 39 Atty. Gen. 
sequ'ence' 'of a' 'hearing, substantial 'chahges 292." :' " ""..!,'," ' .. , ' 

i")\O.7~AdJ¥'S~mlllit'b~~ra';, i"~poi~tment; power~~nd duties,' )~)', The 't9~',l1 ~~~r~l 
may prOVIde for the appomtment of a board of adJustment, and In the regulabon~ and 
restrictions adopted pursuant to the authority of section 60.74 may provide that such 
hoard of adjustment may, in appropriate cases and subject to appropriate conditions and 
safeguards, make 'special exceptions to the terms' of the ordinance in ' harmony; with its 
general purpose and intent and ·in accordance with general 01' specific rules ,therein' coii-
tained.' ' , 

(2) The boarddf adjustm'ent'sball 'consist '0:£3 membeJ.'s, wha'shall be' appOln'fJa by 
the town board; 'bht not HlOre than'6ne supervisor shall beamembCl~of the boa.:rd '.01' 
adjustment, for '. term.sof ,1:, 2 ,'and 3 years, respectively,'dllti:qg from' tlie fii'st da,y'of 
tlie month'neXt' foUdwing the, appointment. Succcssors' shall be appoin,ted or elected in 
like manner at the expiration of ea~h term and ,their terms of office sli~l1be 3 yea\.~s in 
all 'cases and until their sllccessorsarc appohltedol; eIect~d. The lliembel~s' of the b,oard 
shall 'all! reside within th~ town. The board shall choose ,its 01vn chai'l'mall. The toWn 
board may ~6mpensate the members of such board. Vacancies shall be:filled f()~' the 1,nei:-
pil'ed term of any memberwhose tel'm becomes vacant. . , ,,' ,"", !" •• 

'; (3) Theto\Vn bOard shall adopt l~les 'for' th~ conduc't of the' business. 9£, the bow.,a of 
adjustment, in accordance With the 'pi'ovisions of any ordinance or ',ol'dina'nce~ adopted 
pursuant to section 60.74. The board of adjl1shneh't may adopt further l'Ulesas nec~s'
sal'yto' cadY'into effect the l'egulationsof the town board.Meeting~ Of the board shall 
be' MId at the call of theohail'lllan and 'at 'st1ch other times as the' boaI'dniay' detet'mil'ie. 
Such chairman,'br in his absence the acting cbairman, may administer 'oaths 'and! 'compel 
the attendance' of witnesses. Anmeetihg~ of the board shall, he Ophl to thl) pllpl~c, Th~ 
board shall keep' minutes of' its' pi'oceedings,sliowing the voteofea~li' memoer 'lipon each 
question, 01', if absent, indicating-such fact,' and shall keep fecords Of ifs examinations 
artd other official actions; all of which shall be immediately :filed'in the' office of, the: board 
and, shaJl.be a'public record. ii,., ,. , , , , 
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(4) Boards of adjustment under town zoning ordinances shall hav~ the powers- and 
duties provided for boards of adjustment by section 59.99 arid shall carry out their duties 
in the manner provided for boards of adjustments by section 59.99. 

60.756 Destruction of obsolete town records. Whenever deemed necessary to gain 
filing space, town officers may subject to the provisions of s. 44.09 destroy obsolete records 
in their custody as follows: 

(1) Notices of tax apportionment received from the county clerk, after 3 years. 
(2) Copies of lists of town officers certified to the county clerk by the town clerk, 

after the date of expiration of the term listed. 
(3) Copies of erop reports made to the county clerk by the town assessor, after 3 

years. 
(4) Records of illegal tax certificates charged back to the town, 3 years after' date 

of charging back the same. 
(5) Offieial bonds, after 6 years. 
(6) Claims filed against or paid by the town and papers supporting such claims, 

after 7 years. 
(7) Contracts, notices of taking bids, and insurance policies to which the town is a 

party, 7 years after the last effective date thereof. 
(8) Election notices, and proofs of publication and correspondence filed iii connec

tion with such notices, one year after the date of the election, except in cases. where an 
election is contested, in which case such records shall be retained until one year .after the 
contest has been settled. 

(9) Copies of reports of the town treasm'er to the county clerk on dog licenses sold 
and records of dog licenses issued, after 3 years. . 

(10) Town clerk's copies of receipts issued by the town treasmer, 4 years 01' until 
after being competently audited, whichever date is earlier. 

(11) Notices given by the county elerk to the town assessors setting out lands owned 
and sold by the county, after 3 years. 

(12) Tax receipts, after 15 years. 
(13) All other receipts of the county treasurer, after 7 years. 
(14) Cancelled checks and to:wn orders, after 7 years. 
(15) Oaths of office, 7 years. 
(16) Notices for which no other provision is made, after.7 years. 
(17) County treasurer's receipts l'eceived under section 74.16, after 15 yea;rs. 
(18) Correspondence, after 6 years, except correspondence had in connection with 

records which may be destroyed only after a longer period shall not be destroyed until 
after such longer period, and except that correspondence had in connection with reoords 
which may be destroyed after less than 6 years may be destroyed.after such lesser pe:d.od. 

(19) Blanks and papers used by the town assessor,in the discharge of his duties, after 
7 years. 

History: 1957 c. 610. 

60.80 Appropriations. '(1) MEMORIAL DAY. (a) Money for the observance of 
lI£emOl'ial Day may be appropriated by any to:wn meeting or any town, not to exceed· in 
anyone year, the sum of $1,000. . 

(b) The board shall direct the manner of disbursement, unless there be in the town 
a Grand Army post 01' other organization having in eharge Memorial Day exercises, in 
which event such organization may direet the manner of disbursement. Two or. more 
such organizations may by coneurrent action direct what part of the fund shall be ap-
portioned to each. . . 

(e) The money shall be paid to the ehairman, and he shall account by receipted vouch
ers to be audited by the board. Order of the proper officer of the organization having 
char'ge of the exercises, for the payment of expenses of sueh exercises, shall be a. suffi
cient voucher. 

(d) Any town board, upon submission of an itemized statement of expenses incurred 
for Memorial Day exercises by a Grand Army post 01' other organization, may appro
priate not to exceed $25 toward such expenses. 

(2) ADVERTISING OF ATTRACTIONS. The eleetors of any town at the annual town meet
ing may appropriate in any year a sum not to exceed one-tenth of one per cent of the 
assessed valuation of the property of such town for the purpose of advertising the advan
tages, attractions and natural resources of such town and to develop and improve the 
same. The town making the ~.ppropriation or any authorized agent thereof may co
operate with any private agency or organization in such work. 

(3) AID ~o AGRIOULTURAL SOCIETIES. Any town may, by a two-thirds vote of the 
board, appropriate in anyone year a sum not to exceed $1,000 to aid any organized agri-
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cultural society or any incorporated poultry association, but no such society or associa
tion shall receive allY such aid unless it also l'eceives aid from the state, or make no charge 
to the public for admittance to its exhibitions. -

History: 1953 c. 245. 

60.81 Towns may become cities. (1) PETITION. Whenever the resident popula
tion of any town exceeds 5,000 as shown by the last federal census or by a census herein 
provided for and is adjacent to a city of the first class and contains an equalized valua
tion in excess of $20,000,000 and a petition has been presented and signed by 100 or more 
persons, each an elector and taxpayer of said town, and, in addition thereto, said petition 
contains the signatures of at least one-half of the owners of real estate in said town which 
petition requests submission of the question to the electors of the town and is filed with 
the clerk of the town, the procedure for becoming a fourth class city is initiated. 

(2) RE,FERENDUM. At the next regular meeting' of the town board, said town board 
by resolution shall provide fOl' a referendum by the electors of said town. The resolution 
shall determine the numbers and boundaries of each ward of the proposed city, the time 
of voting, which shall not be earlier than 6 weeks after the adoption of said resolution 
and said resolution may du'ect that a census be taken in the manner provided in s. 61.02. 

(3) NOTIOID OF REFERENDUM. ' Notice of the referendum shall be given by publication 
of the resolution in a newspaper published in such town, if there be one, otherwise in a 
newspaper designated in the resolution, once a, week for 4 successive weeks, the first pub
lication to he not more thap. 4 weeks before the referendmn. 

( 4) RETURN. The referendum shall be conducted in the same manner as elections for 
supervisors of the town board, and the form of the banot shall be "for a city" 01' "against 
a city." The inspectors shall make a l'etUln to the clerk of such town. 

(5) CERTIFIOATE OF INOORPORATION. If a majority of the votes are cast in favor of a 
city the clerk shall certify the fact to the secretary of state, together with the result of the 
census if any, and 4 copies of a description of the legal bounda,ries of the town and 4 copies 
of a plat thereof, whereupon the secretary of state shall issue a certificate of incorporation, 
and record the same in a book kept for that purpose. Two copies of the description and 
plat shall he foi'W"arded by the secretru'Y of state to the highway commission and one copy 
to the depru-tment of taxation. 

(6) CITY POWERS. Evel'Y city thus incorporated shall thenceforth be a body corporate 
and politic, with the powers and privileges of a municipal corporation at common law 
and conferred by ch • .62. 

(7) E:X;ISTING ORDINANCES. Ordinances in force in the territory or any part thereof, 
so far as not inconsistent with ch. 62, shall continue in force until altered 01' repealed. 

(8) INTER.IM oFFIOERs.All officers of the town embracing the territory thus incorpo
rated as a city shall continue in theu' powers and duties as theretofore until the first meet
ing of the common cOlmcil at which a quorlun is present. Until a city clerk shall have 
been chosen and qualified all oaths of office and other papers shall be filed with the clerk, 
with whom the petition was filed, who shall deliver them with the petition to the city 
clerk when he shall have qualified. 

(9) FIRST OITY ELEOTION. Within 10 days after incorpora,tion of the city, the board 
with the clerk of which the petition was filed shall fix a time for the fu.'st city election, 
designate the polling place 01' places, and name 3 inspectors of election for each place. Ten 
days' previous notice of the election shall be given by the clerk by publication in the news
papers selected under sub. (3) and by posting- notices in 3 public places in such city; but 
failure to give such notice shall not invalidate the election. The election shall be con
ducted as is prescribed by' ch. 5, except that no registration of voters shall be required. 
The inspectors shallmah;e retlUns to such board which shall, within one week after such 
election, canvass the retul'llS and declare the result. The clerk shall notify the officers
elect imd issue certificates of election. If the first election shall be on the first Tuesday in 
April the officers so elected shall commence and hold their offices as for a regular term, 
as shall also their appointees. Othelwse they shall commence within 10 days and hold until 
the regwru' city election and the qualification of their successors, and the term of their 
appoi)ltees shall expire as soon as successors qualify. 

IDSt01,,),: 1955 c. 500; 1957 c. 525. 
See note to sec. 23, art. IV, citing 44 Atty. Gen. 151. 
See note to 61.01, citing Schatzman v. 

Greenfield, 273W 277, 77 NW (2d) 511. 
In an -' action to . enjoin an allegedly de

fective referendum on the incorporation of 
a town as a citYI the adjoining city of Mil
waukee, petitiomng to intervene and be in-

terpleaded, was not a necessary party. Even 
if the city of Milwaukee would be a proper 
party to the instant action, its interpleader 
would lie in the sound discretion of the trial 
court. Schatzman v. Greenfield, 273 W 277, 
77 NW (2d) 511. 




