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150.01 Title. This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Wisconsin 
Veterinary Practice Law". 

History: 1961 c. 294. 

150.02 Definitions. As used in this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise: 
(1) "Board" means the Wisconsin board of veterinary examiners. 
(2) "Veterinarian" means a practitioner of veterinary medicine who is duly licensed 

by the board. 
(3) "Animal" means any animal except a human being. 
(4) "Compensation" includes any gift, reward, bonus, fee, money, credit or other 

thing of value, and any pl'omise thereof. 
(5) "License" means a license to practice veterinary medicine issued by the board. 
(6) To "practice veterinary medicine" means to examine into the fact 01' cause of 

animal health, disease 01' physical condition, 01' to treat, operate, prescrilJe 01' advise for 
the same, 01' to undertake, offer, advertise, announce, or hold out in any manner to do 
any of said acts, for compensation, direct or indirect, 01' in the expectation thereof. 

History: 1961 c. 294. 

150.03 Board of veterinary examiners. (1) A board of veterinary examiners is 
created. The board shall consist of 5 members who are licensed and actually engaged in 
the practice of veterinary medicine, appointed by the governor upon recommendations 
from the board. Members of the board shall hold office for 5 years and until their suc
cessors are qualified and appointed. The members of the board appointed under s. 
95.515, 1959 statutes, shall continue to hold office under this chapter until the expiration 
of their present terms and new members shall be appointed under this section upon the 
expiration of such terms. No member of the board shall in any way be financially in
terested in any school having a veterinary department. 

(3) Annual meetings shall be held in April at which time a president and secretary
treasurer shall be elected for terms of one year. The secretary-treasurer need not be a 
member of the board. He shall keep a record of all meetings and business transactions. 
The president shall preside at all meetings of the board, but in his absence a temporary 
chairman shall be elected and pI'eside at the meeting. Three members of the board shall 
constitute a quorum. Upon reasonable notice meetings may be held at any place within 
the state. 

(3) Each member of the board shall receive $35 for each 'day spent in the performance 
of his official duties, together with a reasonable amount for travel and other expenses 
necessarily incurred. 

History. 1961 c. 294. 

150.04 Board; duties. The board shan: 
(1) Administer and enforce this chapter. 
(3) Employ such personnel and obtaul such office space, equipment and supplies as 

shall be reasonably necessary to carry out this chapter. 
(3) Adopt rules prescribing license qualifications for applicailts, fixing fees as au

thorized herein, and definulg and prohibiting unprofessional and dishonorable conduct by 
veterinarians. 

(4) The president of the board shall institute actions for violations of this chapter. 
The district attorney of the county in which the offense is committed shall promptly 
prosecute any such violation upon being informed thereof, from any source. 

(5) The president and secretary-treasurer shall on 01' about January 1 of each year 
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report its proceedings to the govel'llor, including an account of moneys received and 
disbUl'sed. 

History: 1961 c. 294. 

150.05 Practice; penalties. (1) No person shall practice veterinary medicine 
without a license from the board. 

(2) No license shall be required for castrating, except for horses and dogs, 01' de
hOl'lling anipmls; for students at a veterinary college approved by the board, while 
working ul\der the supervision of a licensed veterinarian;, for employes of the state or 
federal government while engaged in their official duties; 01' for employes of an educa
tional 01' ~'esearch institution while engaged in teaching 01' research. ,,: " ' 

(3YAny pel's01;violating this secti~il shall for the fil'~t ?ffense befi~ed 'llotless th~li 
$25 nor more than $200, and for any second offense wlthm 3 years 1)e ,'fined ,not less 
than $500 nor more than $1,000. 

(4) : No person is prohibited by this section frolh castrating domestic 'aniinals, except 
horses and mules, from dehorning cattle, from treating sprains, cuts 01' other ordinary 
minor injuries; nor shall this section be construed to prohibit any person from treating 
diseases. of domestic animals for compensation at, any place which shall be 2001' more 
miles 'distant from the office or place of business of a practicing veterinarian. 

History: 1961 c. 294,622.' ' , , 

150.0(;" Examination; ii~ense. (1) Licenses shall be issued only to persons who 
successfully pass an examinati~n e011duc~ed by the boar(l at suchtiJ;lle and place: as it 
shall fix. At least one examination shall be held annually, Examination fees as ,fixed by 
the board shall not exceed $50,' payable in advance and not returnable.' Ali applicant 
for a new license shall be at least 21 years of age and a gradliate of a' veterllulry college 
which lias :been approved by the board; Persons who qualify for examination' rllaY be 
granted temporary permits to engage in the practice of veterinary medicine iUntil, the 
l!.f:)xt examinatioll conducted by ,the board. Veterinarians holc1ing' an existing license shall 
not be,requll:ed to take any examination for renewal of their 'license. The board may 
issue a license, ,without anyexa'rnination, to any person who holds a veterinarian's license 
issued by another state or couutry, if the license requirements in' such state or country 
are substantially equivalent to those in this state and if such state or country recogJ,lizes 
licenses issued under this' chapter: In ',case of failure at any examination, the applicant 
shall have the privilege oftakilig 'subsequent examinations upon the payment bf anothei' 
fee for each examination' at' any meeting of the board. ' , , 

(2) Li~enses shall expire on December 31 of each year but may be I'enewed a~nually. 
The boaI'd S~l1ll charge a fee, not to exceed ,$26, for each license or renewal thereof., ' 
,,, 'History: 1961 c. 294. 

150.07 Deny, suspend or revoke licenses. The board may by order deny,suspend 
or revoke any license if the applicant or licensee is not qualified, has violated any provi~ 
sion of this chapter 01' rule ,of the board, Ol'has inisrepresClited or intentionally failed 
to disclqse a material fact in making any application 01' report to the bbai;d., The board 
shall ~erve written notice of any such action by personal deliveI'Y or mailing' to the, ap" 
plicant 01' licensee. The applicant oI'licensee may file a written demand for hearing by 
the board within 20 days after. service of, the board's notice; thereupon the action of the 
board shall be stayed pending hearing and service of its decision. The board or any of its 
authorized agents may issue subpoenas, administer oaths and take testimony for the 
purposes of such, hearing. After ,hearillg and decision by the board the applicant or 
licensee may seek judicial r~view H,nder ch. 227. 

History: 1961 c. 294. ' 

150.08 Injunction. In addition to any other remedies, the several' district attor
neys are authorized to bring action in the naJ;ue 9f, thll state to enjoin violations, of, this 
chapter or the rules of the board. 

Histm'Y: 1961 c. 294., 

150.10 Transitional clause. (1) This chapter shall take effect on July 1, 1961. 
(2) Veterlllary licenses issued under s. 95.52, 1959 statutes, shall be valid as licenses 

under this, chapter subject to' renewal as, herein provid!)d. " 
(3) AU rules and orders of the board under s. 95.54 in force prior to July 1, 1961, 

shall remain in forc(j under, this chapter Ulitilmodified or rescinded:' " 
(4) All matters pending before the board under the foi'mer chapter shall b~ cOIll-

pleted by the board under this chapter. ' , , 
, Histm'Y: ; 1961 c. 294., 


