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6.01 Qualifications of electors. (1) Every citizen of the United States of the age 
of 21 years or upwards, who has residec1 in the state one year next precec1ing any election, 
anc1 has resic1ed in the election district, or precinct where he offers to vote, 10 days prior 
to any election, shall be deemed an eligible elector. Any citizen of the Unitec1 States of 
the age of 21 yeaTS or upwarc1, who has resic1ed in the state one year or more and who 
has resided in an election district or precinct less than 10 clays next precec1ing any election 
shall be entitled to vote at such election in the election district or l)recinct in this state 
where he was last a qualified elector. 

(2) No person who shall have made or become interestec1, c1irectly or indirectly, in any 
bet or wager depending upon the result of any election at which he shall offer to vote shall 
be permitted to vote at such election. 

(3) Any person who shall have been convicted of bribery shall be excluded from the 
right of suffrage unless restorec1 to civil rights. 

History: 1961 c. 145. 
Cross Referenee: For provisions allowing persons who have resided in vVisconsin less 

than a year to vote for presidential and vice presidential electors, see 9.045 and 9.046. 
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6.015 Women to have equal rights. (1) Women shall have the same rights and 
privileges under the law as men in the exercise of suffrage, freedom of contract, choice 
of residence for voting purposes, jury service, holding office, holding and conveying prop
erty, care and custody of children, and in all other respects. The various courts, execu
tive and administrative officers shall construe the statutes where the masculine gender is 
nsed to include the feminine gender unless such construction will deny to females the spe
cial protection and privileges which they now enjoy for the general welfare. The courts, 
executive and administrative officers shall make all necessary rules and provisions to 
carry out the intent and purposes of this statute. . 

History: 1963 c. 28. 
See note to 62.11, citing Milwaukee v. Piscuine, 18 W (2d) 599, 119 NW (2d) 442. 

6.017 Milwaukee county, definitions. As to any county having a population of 
three hundred thousand 01' more, the term "election district" shall mean a town, village 
01' ward of any city therein, and the terms "election precinct" or "precinct" shall mean 
one of the parts into which an election district in said county is divided for the con
venience of the voters. 

6.02 Place for voting .. (1) No elector shall vote except in the town, ward, village 
or election district.in which he has his voting residence except as provided in subsection 
(1) of section 6.04 and section 6.045; provided, that all persons residing upon Indian 
lands within any county of the state, not embraced in any organized election district, and 
qualified to exercise the right of suffrage, shall be entitled to vote at the polls which may 
be held nearest their residence for state, United States or county officers; but no person 
shall vote for county officers out of the county in which he resides. 

(2) The legal voting place of every elector who shall lodge in any hospital,school, or 
other building which is partly in one election district and partly in another, or' whose 
residence is so divided by election district lines, shall be at the voting place nearest to the 
place where such voter so lodges or resides. 

(3) Whenever territory shall be annexed to any city, town or village and such annexa
tion shall become effective on election day, or at any time within ten days prior to any 
election or primary, the electors who would have been entitled to vote in such territory, 
had no annexation taken place, shall be entitled to vote in the city, town or village to 
which such terriSory is annexed. 

6.03 Time of elections and primaries. (1) GENERAL ELECTION. The general elec
tion prescribed in the constitution shall be held on the Tuesday next succeeding the first 
Monday in November in even-numbered years, at which time shall be chosen such United 
States senators, representatives in congress, electors of president and vice president, 
state senators, members of assembly, state officers and county officers as are by law to be 
elected in such year. 

(2) SPRING ELEOTION. The spring election for judicial, educational and municipal 
officers shall be held on the first Tuesday in April. 

6.04 Place for holding elections. All elections under chapters 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 
shall be held: 

(1) In cities at the place or places to be ordered by the common councils thereof, re
spectively, at least four months before such election, unless otherwise provided by law. 

(2) In villages, at the place in each election district thereof to be ordered by the trus~ 
tees at least four months before such election, unless otherwise provided by law. 

(3) In each town, at the place where the last town meeting was held, or at such other 
place as shall have been ordered by such meeting 01' by the supervisors, when they eStab
lish more than one election district as hereinafter provided; but the first election after 
the organization of a new town shall be at the place directed in the act, order or proceed
ing by which it was organized. 

(4) Each governing body shall divide the municipality into voting precincts, where 
such division is necessary, with due regard to the election requirements. Precincts shall be 
compact and contiguous, and shall be a1'l'anged, if practicable, so that some public build
ing may be conveniently used as a polling place for thEi voters. The governing body, 
except in cities having a board of election commissioners, shall fix the places for the 
conduct of elections, which shall be located, so far as practicable, in public buildings. 

6.045 Polling places in fourth class cities and villages. (1) The common council 
of any city of the fourth class may provide a polling place or polling, places at its city 
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hall or in one or more other buildings which are reasonably accessible to, but not neces
sarily located in, the ward of the elector's residence. 

(2) One set of ballot boxes for each ward shall be provided, but one 01' more sets of 
election officials may serve for the whole city as determined by the governing body. The 
ballot boxes shall be numbered according to wards. The ballots of the voters of each ward 
shall be deposited in the box provided for such ward and the election officials shall make 
separate returns for each ward. 

(3) Such polling places shall be so provided and designated not later than 10 days 
before the election at which they are to be used, and when so provided all primaries and 
elections in such city shall be held in the place or places designated. 

(4) This section shall be effective as to villages so far as applicable. 

6.047 Time off for voting. Any person entitled to vote at an election, including a 
primary election, shall on the day of election be entitled to absent himself from any 
service or employment in which he is then engaged or employed, for a period of not to 
exceed 3 successive hours, while the polls of the election. are open, for the purpose of 
voting. The voter shall notify his employer before the day of election of such intended 
absence and the employer may designate the time of day for such absence. No penalty, 
other than a deduction for time lost, shall be imposed upon him by his employer by 
reason of such absence. This section shall be deemed· to include all political subdivisions 
of the state and employes thereof, but shall not affect such employe's rig'ht to holidays 
now provided for or to be hereafter provided for. Any person who shall refuse to an 
employe the privilege hereby conferred, or who shall subject an employe to a penalty 
therefor, or who shall, directly or indirectly, violate the provisions of this section, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

6.048 Penalty for requiring employes to work on half holidays in cities of the first 
class. No employer of labor in any city of the first class shall ask or require any of his 
employes to do any manner of labor or work during' the aft81TIoon of any day on which a 
primary election is held in such city for the nomination of candidates for city offices, ex" 
cept works of necessity or charity. Every person violating this section or knowingly con
tributing to such violation shall be punished by a fine not exceeding $25. 

6.05 Division and consolidation of election districts. (1) Election districts as 
established may be divided into 2 or more districts in towns when the supervisors 
shall deem it for the convenience of the voters, and shall be divided when 50 or more 
electors thereof shall petition the board in writing therefor; and such division shall 
be made in wards, villages or towns when it shall appear that GOO or more votes were 
cast in any such district therein at any election, except in wards, villages or towns where 
voting is done exclusively by voting machines; provided, however, that no division shall 
be made in any town containing less than 50 sections of land unless it shall appear that 
400 or more votes were cast in such town at the last preceding general election, 

(2) Such division shall be made at least 4 months prior to the next succeeding general 
election, except in cases covered by subsection (8), and shall be so made that the dis
triCts shall be composed of compact, contiguous territory, no one of which shall contain 
9ver 1,000 voters, except that in cities of the first class such districts may contain 800 
registered voters. In towns no district shall contain more than GO per ccnt of the voters 
therein, except that if such division results in 3 or more districts, then no district shall 
contain more than 40 per cent of the voters therein 1101' less than 20 per cent. The order 
or resolution making such division shall be filed with the proper city, village 01' town 
clerk, who shall within 5 days after such filing transmit a copy thereof to the county 
clerk, and in towns and villages the clerks thereof shan post copies of such order or reso
lution in 5 public places therein. 

(3) The order or resolution shall designate the districts by numbers, and the place 
where the election in each shall be held, which place shall be fixed with a view to the C011-
vEmienceof the largest number of voters. 

(4) The order dividing a town into districts shall designate the persons who shall 
act as election officers, if present in the district or dish-icts thereby created. 

(5) The persons so designated shall possess the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, 
and represent the political parties in accordance with the provisions of this chapter re
specting the officers of election in cities and villages. One of the persons named as in
spectoios for each district shall be designated as chairman. 
. (G) "Yhen a tOW11 is thus divided into election dish'icts, the annual town business 
meeting and special town elections shall be held at election district number one; and 
all annual town, judicial and other elections shall be held at the districts as divided. 
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(7) It shall be competent for town boards, village trustees or common councils to 
change the boundaries of election districts without creating new districts, or to consoli
date two or more districts within the sallle town, village or city, subject to the foregoing 
conditions as to time, compactness of territory, filing of a copy of the order or resolution 
and posting copies thereof. 

(8) Whenever a part of any town is annexed to a city or village, the town board may 
redistrict the election precincts in such town, without regard to provisions of subsection 
(2) as to the time when such division shall be made, but subject to the requirements as to 
compactness of territory, filing of a copy of the order or resolution and posting copies 
thereof. 

6.06 Compulsory division of election districts. If the councilor board whose duty 
to make a division shall have become imperative under section 6.05 shall fail 01' refuse 
so to do as therein specified, any voter of such city, town or village may apply to the 
propel' cu.-cuit court or the presiding judge thereof for an order compelling such division. 
Such court or judge may, after rcasonable notice has been given to the councilor board 
proceeded against, order such division if it appeal' that it has become the duty thereof 
to make the same. Failure to obey such order within the time specified, unless the same 
be stayed 01' superseded, shall be deemed a criminal contempt. Until divided all elections 
shall be held in the districts as previously established. 

6.07 Alteration of election districts in Indian reservations. (1) Existing election 
districts located within the boundaries of Indian reservations are continued until altered 
as provided by law. . 

(2) The county board of any county containing any such reservation in whole or in 
part may, by recorded resolution, consolidate election districts already existing therein, 
or detach territory from one such district and attach it to another; anc1 may in like man
ner create one or more new election districts by setting off for that purpose territory 
within the reservation and withm the county not previously included in any such district, 
or by dividing a district already existing, 01' by making such new district to consist partly 
of territory not previously organized and partly of territory set off from existing dis
tricts. No new district shall be created containing less than fifty resident citizens of the 
United States who are electors of the state of Wisconsin. Such new districts may be 
organized as provided by section 6.08. 

6.08 Organization of election districts in Indian reservations. The election dis
tricts newly created under section 6.07 shall be organized and election officers therein 
shall be appointed and elected as provided by this section: 

(1) Twenty-five qualified electors, residents of any such district, may file with the 
county judge of the county in which such district is situated a petition asking for the 
appointment of qualified electors of the district, naming therein at least twice the number 
required for appointment, as election officers of such district. Thereupon such county 
judge by recorded order shall appoint from the persons so recommended three election 
inspectors, two election clerks and two ballot clerks who shall, after qualifying, hold their 
respective offices until their successors are duly elected and have qualified. No more than 
two inspectors and one each of the election or ballot clerks shall belong to the same politi
cal party. Said county judge shall immediately file in the office of the county clerk, a 
certified copy of such order and deliver to each appointee or mail to him at his usual 
post-office address a written notice of such appointment. 

(2) At the first general election held after such appointments and biennially there
after the qualified electors of said district shall elect, in the manner town officers are 
elected in towns, three election inspectors, two election clerks and two ballot clerks who 
shall be qualified electors of suoh district. A certificate of their election, signed by the 
inspectors and clerks of the election, shall be filed in the office of the county clerk within 
thirty days after such election and a duplicate thereof delivered to, or left at the residence 
of, the officers so elected within twenty days after such election. Such officers shall hold 
their respective offices for the term of two years and until their successors shall be elected 
and qualified, and such term shall begin on the first day of January next following their 
election. 

(3) Every officer so elected shall, before the commencement of his term of office, file 
in the office of the county clerk of the county in which his district is located, his oath of 
office as prescribed in section 6.34; and every such officer chosen to fill a vacancy shall 
take such oath before entering upon the discharge of his duties, and file the same in writ. 
ing with the county clerk within twenty days thereafter. 

(4) Such election officers shall have all the powers, rig'hts and privileges, perform all 
the duties and be subject to all the penalties, including those of boards of canvassers, of 
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like election officers in. towns. The officers appointed by the county judge shall, at least 
four weeks b.efore the date of the first caucus, primary election or general election at 
which the electors of such district are entitled to vote, iL-..:: the polling place of such dis
trict,which shall be ~s centrally and conveniently located as practicable, publish notice 
of suchplacein at least one weekly newspaper published in the cQunty wherein said dis-. 
trict is located, and post copies of such notice in at least foul' of the most public places 
in such district. They shall also provide suitable election booths. 

(5) All laws relating to the right of electors to hold caucuses and primary elections 
and be represented at conventions, as preliminaries to the elections at which the voters 
provided for by this section are entitled to vote, and all laws relating to the conduct of. 
elections, the filling. of vacancies, the compensation of election officers, the ballots, the. 
manner of voting, the canvass and return of votes, which are applicable to election dis
tricts in general, shall be applicable to all election districts authorized by this section, so 
fill' as such .1!J.ws ar~ no~ in. conflict with this section. 

6.09 . Adjournment of election to another plaCE!. Whenever it shall become impos~ 
sible or inconvenient to hold an election at the place designated therefor, the board of ~n
spectors, after having assembled at, or as neal' as practicable to, such place, and before 
receiving any votes, may adjourn to the nearest convenient place for holding the election, 
and at such adjourned place shall forthwith proceed with the election. Upon such ad
journment said board shall cause proclamation thereof to be made, and shall station a con; 
stable or other propel' person at the place where the adjournment was made to notify.all 
electors arriving at such place of the adjournment and the place to which it was made. . 

6.10 Election notice by secretal'y of state. (1) (a) The notices of the secretary of 
state and county clerk of the general election, except the notice of election of electo~'s for 
pi'esldent and vice president, shall be combined with the primary election notice and shall. 
be published in accordaJlCewith s. 5.04 (1) and (2). In years in which a president and 
vice president are to be elected, the secretary of state shall give notice of the election of 
electors for president and vice president to county clerks not later than the last Friday of 
September. .. 

(b ) Whenever a constitutional amendment or other question is submitted to the elec-' 
tors 'of the state· at a spring election, except amendments to sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of 
article IV of the constitution, the secretary of state shall give at least 25 days' notice to. 
county clerks. When~ver a constitutional amendment 01' other question is submitted to. tM 
electors of the state at a general election, including amendments to sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 
of llJ.·ticle IV, the secretary of state shall give notice to county clerks not later than the 
last Friday of September. The secretary of state shall include the full text of any consti
tutionalumendment or other question to be submitted and append to each a brief state
ment, prepared by the attorney general, of the change .that will be made in the constitu
tion or the law if such amendment or question so submitted shall be ratified or approved, 
by the people. Such. statement shall contain no argllments for or against such amendment 
qr other question submitted. Every constitutional amendment which does not expressly 
prescribe the time when it takes effect shall be effective as of the date of the certificate of 
the board of state canvassers showing the results of the vote cast for such constitutional 
amendment. 

(2) Such notices shall be published in the official state paper once each week for 3 suc
cessive weeks prior to the election at which the constitutional amendment or question is 
supmitted. 

Hist01'YI 1961 c. 417, 

6.1i Election notice by county clerk. (1) The county clerk upon receipt of the 
notice from the secretary of state shall include therein any county referenda questions, 
if there be any, and cause the SaJll8 to be published at the same time of publishing the 
facsimile .ballot notice recJllired by s. 6 .. 21. 

(2) The ,county 'clerk shall immediately transmit 2 or more copies of such notice to 
every town; ility and village clerk of his county. 

8.13 General registration statutes not applicable to Milwaukee. The provisions of 
sections 6.15,6;16,,6.17 ilnd 6:18, respecting the registration of electors, shall not apply 
in counties having il ,population 'of three hundred thousand or more . 

. ·p,HRegistration of electors.. (1) In every city, village, and town having a 
population of five thousand or more, exclusive of the inmates of any state penal institution 
or insane hospital, and in every city, village and town of less than five thousand popula
tion in counties having a population of three hundred thousand or more, a registry of 
electors shall, be, made in every election district thereof. Such registration shall be 



6.15 ELECTIONS 98 

applicable to all elections and all primaries. Until the population of any city, village 
or town has been determined by a United States census no registry shall be made therein, 
except as otherwise provided in this section. 

(2) In any city, village or town having a population of less than five thousand, ac
cording to the last United States census, the common council, board of trustees, or board 
of supervisors, as the case may be, may, by ordinance authorize and require registration 
for all elections in such city, village or town,. and may rescind its own action in like manner.· 

(3) In any city, village or town of less than five thousand population and in every city, 
village or town whose population has never been determined by a United States census, 
fifteen per cent of the number of voters voting at the last general election for governor, 
may file with the city, villag'e or town clerk at least sixty days before any election, a peti
tion demanding a registry of electors in such city, village or town and thereupon registra
tion shall be made in the manner provided by law. 

(4) When reg'istration is ordered or directed as provided in subsection (2) or (3) of 
this section, it shall be applicable to all elections held in the municipality concerned and 
may be abolished and made inapplicable by a referendum vote as provided herein. The 
vote shall be taken at the municipal, judicial 01' general election next held in such city, 
village or town, after filing a verified petition in the office of the clerk not less than :/;orty 
days before such election, signed by electors therein equal in number. to ten pel' cent of t}1e 
number of votes cast therein for governor at the last general election, praying for the.sub~ 
mission to said electOl's of the question of the abolishing of the provisions aforesaid. The 
taking of such vote shall be llOticed in any such city in the manner municipal elections are 
noticed, and in any such town or village by posting notices in at least three public places 
in the town or village not less than ten days before the election. 

(5) Whenever registration is established or abolished uncleI' subsections (2), (3) or 
(4) of this section the city, village or town clerk shall forthwith certify such action to the 
county clerk and to the secretary of state. A list of all such cities, towns and villages, of 
less than 5,000 population, shall be printed in the election pamphlet. 

6.15 Registrars. The clerk of each municipality in which registration is applicable 
under section 6.14 shall have full charge and control of the registration of voters within 
the municipality for which he is elected or appointed. The clerk and all employes in. his 
office are authorized to execute such affidavits as may be required by sections 6.16, 6.17 and 
6.18. 

Municipal clerks, except in l\filwaukee, house to house canvass to register voters 
may employ such temporary employes as pursuant to 6.15, 6.17 and 6.185. 49 Atty. Gen. 
authorized by municipal legislative body for 151. 

6.16 Registration. (1) FORMS. The clerk shall provide a sufficient number of blank 
forms for the registration of electors (hereafter called affidavits of registration), which 
shall consist of loose-leaf sheets printed on paper of durable quality, and shall be made in 
duplicate. . 

(2) FORMS. The form of the registration affidavit shall be substantially as follows: 

Residence 
i~~i' N~';;~ ....... Fir~t' N~;';~ ....... ':Middi~ 'ii,;';'~' ·I----------..-----:----~-
Occupation ........•............................•.... Street No. 

Birthplace. .. • . .. . . . . .. • . . . .. . .. . . .. . . • . . .. . . . . .. . .. . .......................... . 

If naturalized: Name of Court ....................................................... .. 

Place ......................................................... .. 

Date ..................••......•..•.......•••.•.•••...•••••..•.. 

Through whom naturalized: 

Husband 

Name .............•......•...••.•...................•...•...••. 
Father 

. AFFIDAVl~ OF REGISTRATION. 

Ward and 
Precinct 

. ........ , .... . 

...... ~ ...... ' 

.. STATE OF WISCONSIN, County of .. , •. 
:r hereby swear (or affirm) that I am a citizen of the United States, that on the day of 

the next election I shall be at least twenty-one years of age, and shall have resided in the 
sta,te of Wisconsin for one year next preceding said election, ·and in the election district 
10 days, and that I am legally qnalified to vote. 

Subscribed and sworn before me this .... day of .... 

Signature of registration officer Signature of voter 
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VOTING RECORD. 
Stamp or write the date of each election at which the elector votes on the first vacant 

space 

(3) NUMERICAL ORDER OF REGISTRATIONS. The original affidavits of registration shall 
be filed by precincts, arranged in numerical order of houses located on each street sepa
l;ately, commencing with the lowest and ending with the highest number within the pre
cinct, and the affidavits of all electors registered from the same address shall be arranged 
in alphabetical order. 

(4) ALPHABETICAL REGISTRATION. The duplicate affic1avits shall be filed in exact al
phabetical order for the entire municipality without regard to precincts and shall be kept 
in the office of the clerk. 

(5) CUSTODY OF REGISTER, USE AT POLLS. The original affidavits shall constitute the 
official register of the respective precincts, anc1 before being turned over to the election in
spectors for use at the polls shall be securely bound in suitahle binders. The official pre
cinct register shall be sent by the clerk to the inspectors of election for use at the polls at 
each election or primary, and shall be consulted whenever necessary or propel'. In case of 
any discrepancy between the official register and the registry lists provic1ed for in this sec
tion, the official register shall be controlling. The officiall'egister shall, with all convenient 
dispatch and within two days, be returned to the clerk of the municipality. 

(6) COPIES OF REGISTER, RECORDING VOTERS, RETURNS. After the close of registration 
prior to any election or primary the clerk shall prepare one original typewritten copy anc1 
at'least two carbon copies of the list of registered electors for each precinct of the munici
pality, which registry lists shall contain the full name and address of each registered elector 
and shall be arranged in the same orc1er as the register of electors. The original copy and 
one carbon copy shall be furnished to the election inspectors of each election district for 
use at the polls. The registry lists shall contain a blank column for the entry of the serial 
numbers of the electors when they vote, blank spaces to enter the names of electOl's who 
vote by affic1avit, and also a form of certificate setting forth that each list is a true and 
complete comhined check anc1 poll list of the respective precincts, which form shall be filled 
in and signed by the three inspectors of election in each precinct; such combined check and 
poll lists, c1uly verifiec1, to be returnec1 as provic1ec1 by law. 

(7) POLL LIST. Two election officers of each election precinct shall have charge of the 
registry lists anc1 shall write after the name of each voter the serial number of his vote as 
the same is pollec1, beginning with the number one, and these lists so kept shall be in lieu 
of the poll list requirec1 by sections 6.45 and 6.49. The names of all qualifiec1 electors who 
vote by affic1avit as provic1ed by section 6.44 shall be addec1 to said list. 

(8) PUBUC RECORD. Ac1c1itional copies of the registry lists shall be open to public 
inspection at the office of the city clerk as soon as they are completed. 

(10 ) RECORDING VOTERS. After each election 01' primary the clerk of the municipality 
shall make a recorc1 of each elector who has voted at that election 01' primary by stamping 
or writing the date of the election 01' primary in the appropriate space on the original regis
tration affidavit of the electo:L'. 

6.17 Registration. (1) ApPLICATIONS TO REGISTER, FINAL DAY. The clerk of the 
municipality shall receive applications for registration at his office during regular office 
hours throughout the year, and at such other places and at such times as he deems ac1-
visable, except that registration for any election 01' primary shall be closed at 5 p.m. on 
the second Wednesday next preceding" the election or primary. At the first primary 
election conducted after September 1, 1927, any qualified voter shall be permitted to regis
ter at the polls on the day of election anc1 vote at such election. Such reg'istration shall be 
conducted by the regular election officers or, in the discretion of the city,colIDcil, by a ;spe
cial registration deputy a.ppointed by the city clerk for each precinct. 
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(2) PERSONAL APPLICATION. (a) Except as otherwise provided herein, applications 
for registration shall be made in person by the elector who shall be required to sign the 
original and duplicate affidavits. 

(b) Affidavits of registration of any qualified elector confined to his home or in any 
institution because of physical illness or infirmity may be filled in and sworn to at the 
home of such elector or in the institution where he is confined, before the municipal clerk 
or other authorized employe of his office. " 

(3) REGISTERED APPLICANT. If any elector applying fol' registration is already regis. 
tered in another municipality within the state of Wisconsin he shall so state this fact to 
the registration officer and shall sign an authorization to cancel the previous registration 
on a form substantially as follows: 

I hereby authorize the cancellation of my previous registration at the foilo'~ingad. 
dress .......................... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . . . . ' 

Signature ........ , 
Present address .....................• ~ •................ 

The cierk shall cause all such authorizations to be mailed to the propel' registration offi. 
cer noUater than twenty-four hours following the close of registration prior to any elec
tion or primary. 

(4) ENTRIES ON REGISTER. The registration officer shall make proper entries upon the 
affidavit of registration after due inquiry of the applicant for registration. Before the 
first name of a woman elector he shall enter Mrs. or Miss, as the case may be. 

(5) ABSENT ELECTOR. Any elector who is more than fifty miles away, from his legal 
residence may be registered prior to the close of registration before any election or p~'imary 
in the following manner: He shall secure from the clerk of the municipalityblankregis,
tru,tion affidavits with suitable instructions, and shall appeal' before a notary public or 
other officer legally authorized to administer oaths, and have the original and duplicate 
registration affidavits properly made out and signed hy the elector. The notary public or 
other officer administering the oath shall sign his name on the line for the signature of the, 
registration officer and affix his seal thereto. The original and duplicate shall pe returned 
to the clerk of the municipality, and shall reach him not later than, the close of office 
hours on the last day of registration prior to the election or primary in order for the elector 
to be registel'ed for that election or primary. 

'(6) TRANSFERS. Any registered elector may upon change of residence within themu
nicipality cause his registration to be transferred to his new address by sending to the clerk 
a signed request, stating his present address and the address from which he was last regis~ 
tered, ,or by applying in person for a transfer. The clerk, shall, sti.'ike through the last 
address, ward and precinct number and record the new address, ward and precinct num
ber on the original and duplicate affidavits, and shall place the original affidavit in proper 
precinct register. 
. (7) TRANSFERS. The clerk may transfer the registration of any elector upon the 

receipt of reliable information that such elector has changed his residence, but in such 
cases he shall mail to the elector a form notice of the transfer, as a means of avoiding 
errors and informing the elector that he is duly registered from. the new address. ' , 

(8) REGISTRATION CARDS. A registration card shall be delivered to each elector mak
ing application to vote by affidavit, who shall properlY'fill out ;such card and sllbmit the 
same to the clerk before a certificate is supplied pursuant to subsection (3r of section 
6.44. Each clerk shall include in subsequent registry lists the names of ,persons who file 
such cards, provided such persons are then entitled to be placed on the registry list. 

History: 1961 c. 33, 429. 

6.18 Register of electors. (1) REVISION. The clerk shall revise and correct thA reg
istration'records as follows: 

ea) Following every general November election in even~itumbe'red years he shallex'· 
amine the registration records and shall cancel the l'egistrationof all voters' who have not 
voted within a period of two years. Provided, that each such voter shall be sent a, notice 
through the mails substantially as follows: 

NOTICE OF SUSPENSION OF REGISTRATIOl'f. 

You are hereby notified that your registration will be canceled aecording to state law; 
for faihlre to vote within a two-year period, unless you apply for reinstatement within 
thh:ty days, You may reinstate your registration by signing the statement below'alld re-
turning it to this office or by applying in person. " " .' , "I 
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ApPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT OF REGISTRATION. 

I hereby certify that I still reside at the address from which I am registered and apply 
for reinstatement of registration. 

Signed ........ , 
Presen t address ....................................... . 

(b) After the expiration of 30 days the clerk shall cancel the registration of all elec
tors thus notified who have not applied for reinstatement.. A proper entry shan be made 
on the voting record of the affidavit of registrat.ion of all electors whose registration is 
reinstated. Any elector whose registration has been canceled may be l'eg'istered again by 
making a new application for registration to the clerk of the municipality. 

(2) VITAL STATISTICS. At suitable intervals and at least once a month the clerk shall 
secure from the local register of vital statistics a list of all persons over twenty-one years 
of age who have died, and shall compare this list with the registration lists and cancel the 
registration of all deceased electors. 

(3) CANCELLATIONS. Upon the receipt of an authorization of cancellation of regis
tration from the elector the clerk shall cancel said registration. 

(4) CHALLENGES OF REGISTRATION. Any elector of the municipality may challenge 
the registration of any registered elector by submitting to the clerk a written affidavit that 
such elector is not. qualified to vote, which affidavit shall specify the grounds upon which 
the challenged elector is disqualified. Upon receipt of such affidavit the clerk shall mail 
to the challenged elector at his registered adm.-ess a notification of the challenge. If the 
ehallenged elector fail to appear before the clerk within one week and answer the questions 
and take the oath required of persons challenged on the same grounds at election, the clerk 
shall cancel his registration. . 

(5) R.EMOVALS CHECKED. Upon receipt of reliable information that a registered elec
tor has moved away from the municipality, the clerk shall notify such elector through the 
mail at his registered address, stating the source of the information, and if the elector does 
not apply f()r continuation of registration within thirty days, his registration shall be can
celed. 

(6) ENTRY OF CANCELLATIONS. When a registration i5 canceled the clerk shall cause 
to be made a proper entry upon both the original and duplicate affidavits of registration, 
indicating the date, the cause for cancellation, and the initials of the person making the 
c!)ncellation. The original canceled affidavit shall be permanently filed in the office of the 
clerk. 

(7) R,EGISTER PUBLIC. The registration records shall be open for public inspection, and 
any citizen may make or cause to be made a copy of the registration lists under l'ules and 
regulations prescribed by the clerk. 

6.185 Permanent registration, Milwaukee county. (1) Except in cities of the first 
class, the clerk of each municipality in which registration is applicable under section 
6.14 in counties having three hunch'ed thousand or more inhabitants, shall have full charge 
and control of the registration of voters within the municipality for which he is elected 
()r appointed, and registration shall be made as herein provided. 

(2) The clerk shall prepare a sufficient supply of registration cards, in form as near 
as may be practical as provided in section 10.10 of the statutes, as shall be directed by 
resolution adopted by the governing board of such municipality. Such cards shall be 
furnished by the clerk to any person applying for them, either in person or by mail. 

(3) The clerk shall, as soon as convenient after this section takes effect, fill in the 
spaces provided in such cards, from the poll list kept at the last preceding general or 
municipal election, the last printed registration lists, together with the name of every 
person known by the clerk to be an electol' of the municipality. As soon as the fllerk 
shall have completed filling the blanks in such registration cards, he shall file the same 
in his office, and arrange the names of the voters in each precinct in alphabetical order or 
by streets. Such registration cards when so filed shall be the official registry for each pre
cinct subject to be revised and corrected by the clerk as herein provided. 

(4) The clerk shall revise and correct the first regi;.tration as prepared by him: 
(a) By striking therefrom the name of any person known by him to have died or 

removed from the district where he is registered, or who shall be proved, by the oath of 
two electors of the district, to be not entitled to vote therein at the next ensuing election 
or primary election, unless such person shall appeal', and if challenged, shall make affidavit 
stating' his name and the period of his continuous residence in the election district, and 
his place of residence therein, and in case he is of foreign birth, stating when he came 
to ,the United States and to this state, and the time and place when hc became a .citizen 
of theVnited States, and that he is entitled to vote at the election Or. primary; . 
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(b) By filing the name of every electol' entitled to vote in that district at the next 
election 01' primary who shall file a registration card such as hereinbefore provided for 
properly filled in and sworn to before said clerk. In every case of a name stricken from 
the registration the reason therefor shall be stated in writing on the registration card. 
All such cards shall be filed in a separate index and kept for a period of three years. 

(c) Except as otherwise provided herein, the clerk of the municipality shall receive 
applications for registration at his office during regular office hours throughout the year, 
and at such other places and at such times as he deems advisable, except that registration 
for any election or primary shall be closed at 5 p.m. on the second Wednesday next pre
ceding the election or primary. 

(d) Affidavits of registration of any qualified elector confined to his home or in any 
institution because of physical illness or infirmity may be filled in and sworn to at the 
home of such elector or institution, before the municipal clerk or other authorized employe 
of his office. 

(5) Any person who is not twenty-two years of age before the date when the registra
tion is required to be cOlTected, and who will, if he lives until the day of the election, 
attain the age of twenty-one years on or before such day, shall have his name included 
in such registration if he be otherwise qualified to be an elector. 

(6) (a) After such registration shall have been fully completed, as herein provided, 
no votes shall be received in any primary or election in such municipality if the name of 
the person offering to vote be not 1'egistered, except as p1'ovided in subsection (4) and 
as he1'einafter provided in this subsection. 

(b) Any person who has not previously filed a registration card, but who is a quali
fied elector in the precinct where he offers to vote, shall, nevertheless, be entitled to vote 
at such primary or election, providing he shall deliver to the inspectors of election a reg
isti'ation card properly filled out and SW01'n to by himself, or, if he cannot obtain such a 
card, an affidavit stating the same facts as provided on said card; and, provided that his 
oath or affidavit is substantiated by the affidavit of two freeholders, electors in such pre
cinct, cOlToborating all the material statements therein. The clerk shall provide a suffi
cient number of registration cards with the required affidavit forms printed thereon and 
shall distribute them to the election inspectors at the booth; and the inspectors shall de
liver at least one card to each voter making application therefor. No compensation shall 
be paid 01' received for taking or certifying any affidavit required. No freeholder shall be 
competent to make at illly one election or primary corroborating affidavits for more than 
five voters. All such registration cards and affidavits shall be sworn to in the office of the 
clerk before some official authorized by law of this state to administer oaths, or before 
the clerk. Said clerk shall include in subsequent printed registration lists the names of 
the persons who filed such cards, providing such persons are then entitled to be placed in 
the official registration. 

(c) No such affidavit shall be made on the day on which the polls are open, except for 
changes of address by registered voters. 

(7) (a) After the last Tuesday preceding a primary, the clerk shall forthwith cause 
to be printed from the official registration cards, for use at the primary and the election, 
respectively, sufficient printed lists of such complete and corrected registration for each 
precinct, and shall cause at least six copies to be posted forthwith in separate places 
in said precinct. 

(b) Six copies of such printed precinct registry shall be furnished to each inspector 
for each primary and election, of which two shall be used as check lists and in lieu of 
poll lists, at the primary and at the election. '1'0 this end, two inspectors at each pre
cinct at each primary and election shall write after the name of each voter the serial 
number of his vote as the same is polled, and shall hand to each voter suitable certifica
tion slips, numbered serially, to be furnished by the clerk for this purpose. A special 
blank column shall be provided on the final printeil registration list for this purpose; 
also a, form of certificate, setting forth that each list is a true and complete combined 
check and poll list of the respective precincts, which shall be filled in and signed by the 
three inspectors of election in each precinct; such combined check and poll list, duly 
verified, to be returned as provided by law. 

(8) The clerk shall obtain at least two competitive bids for the printing of the blank 
l'egistration cards and the printed registration lists, and shall award the contract therefor 
to the lowest competent and responsible bidder. The clerk shall certify the expense of 
the printing of such carde and lists to the governing board of the municipality. who 
shall audit and pay the same out of the general fund. 

(9) The clerk shall receive such sum for compensation as registration clerk as the 
governing board of each municipality may fix, to be paid out of the general fund. 
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(10) Any elector who is more than 50 miles away from his legal residence may be 
registered prior to the close of registration, before any election or primary in the follow
ing manner: He shall secure from the office of the municipal clerk a blank registration 
affidavit with suitable instructions, and shall appeal' before a notary public or other public 
officer legally authorized to administer oaths and have said registration affidavit properly 
made out and signed by said elector. The notary public or other. officer administering 
the oath shall sign his name 011 the line for signature of the registration officer. The reg
istration affidavit when properly executed, as herein provided, shall be returned to the 
office of said clerk and shall reach said office not later than the close of office hours on 
the last day of registration prior to the election 01' primary in order for such elector to 
be registered for that election or primary. 

Histm'Y: 1961 c. 33, 429. 

6.19 Oertification of nominees and constitutional amendments by secretary of state. 
(1) As soon as possible after the closing date for the filing of nomination papers, or 
after the canvaSB of the primary vote, the secretary of state shall transmit to each county 
clerk a certified list containing the name, description and post-office address of each per
son nominated for any office for whom any of the electors of such county are entitled to 
vote at such election, together with a designation of the office for which each is a candi
date, and the party or principle each represents, if any, whose nominations are on file in 
his office. Names of candidates nominated pursuant to section 5.18 shall be certified forth
with upon the filing of nominations with the secretary of state. 

(2) In certifying the names of candidates for the office of justice of the supreme 
court, judge of the circuit court and state sUi}erintendent, the secretary of state shall 
designate the order in which the names of candidates shall be printed upon the official 
ballot in each assembly district. 

(3) For the purpose of determining the order in which the names of candidates for 
justice of the supreme court and state superintendent shall be placed upon the official 
ballot, the secretary of state shall numher the assembly districts consecutively from one 
to 100 in the order of their population, according to the last preceding censns, beginning 
with the district having the largest popUlation, which shall be numbered one. 

(4) In determining the order in which the names of candidates for circuit judge shall 
be placed upon the ballot, the secretary of state shall number the assembly districts or 
parts of a district within the judicial circuit consecutively from one upwards, in the order 
of their population, according to the last preceding' census, beginning with the district 
having the largest population, which shall be numbered one. 

(5) The secretary of state shall arrange thc surnames of the candidates for each office 
alphabetically for the first assembly district; thereafter for each succeeding district the 
name appearing first for each office in the last preceding district shall be placed last. 

(6) Whenever a constitutional amendment or other question is required to be sub
mitted to a vote of the people, the secretary of state shall, at the time of transmitting his 
official notice of the election at which such amendment or question is required to be sub
mitted, include a certified copy of such amendment or question. 

6.20 Judicial and school election; rotation of names. (1) For the purpose of de
termining the order in which the names of candidates for judicial officers representing 
one COlmty or less in area, except those specified in sub. (2), shall be placed on the 
official ballot, the county clerk shall prepare a list of the election precincts in his county 
by arranging the various towns, cities and villages of the cOlUIty in alphabetical order 
and the wards or precincts of each city, village 01' town in numerical order under the 
name of such city, village 01' town. 

(2) For the purpose of determining the order in which the names of candidates for 
judicial offices in counties having a population of 500,000 01' more, shall be placed on tll(' 
official ballot, the board of election commissioners shall follow the procedure in s. 6.19 
(4) and (5), . 

(3) For the purpose of determining the order in which the names of candidates for 
county superintendent of schools shall be placed on the official hallot, the county clerk shall 
prepare a list of the precincts in each superintendent district in Iris county hy alTanging 
theva.rious towns, cities, and villages of the district in alphabetical order and the wards or 
precincts of each city, village, or town in numerical order under the name of such city, 
village, or town. 

(4) The county clerk shall arrange the surnames of all candidates for jlldicial officers 
representing one county or less in area, except those specified in sub. (2), and supelin
tendent of schools alphahetically for the first precinct in the list, and thereafter, in each 
succeeding precinct, the name appearing first for each office in the last preceding pre
cinct shall be placed last. 
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6.21 Publication of official ballot. (1) Before any primary election and general 
election to fill any public office or any election at which a constitutional or other question 
is submitted, the county or city clerk of each county or city shall cause to be published 
a facsimile of the official ballot the size of which shall not be less than one-third the area 
of the actual ballot. 

(2) Said publication shall be preceded with a notice of the time and place of holding 
the election, together with information to the voter for mal'king his ballot, which notice 
and information shall be substantially in the form provided in section 6.22, to be varied 
and modified according to the nature of the election. . 

(3) (a) Such publication shall be made 3 times in daily or weekly newspapers in 
counties or cities having such, one of which publications in daily papers shall be on the 
publication day preceding the election and the other 2 publications once each week pre
viously, and when published in a weekly paper the dates shall be designated by the couilty 
clerk. 

(b) In all counties having a population of five hundred thousand or more such 
publication shall. be made once in daily 01' weekly newspapers in counties or cities having 
such, which publication in daily papers shall be on the publication day preceding the 
election, and when published in a weekly paper the date shall be designated by the 
county clerk. 

(c) In any county where voting machines are used exclusively in one or more towns, 
cities. or villages, publication of the facsimile of the official voting machine ballot shall 
be made once in one or more daily or weekly newspapers published in the town, city or 
village using such voting machines, if a newspaper be. published therein, otherwise in a 
newspaper of general circulation therein. The newspapers and dates of publication shall 
be designated by the county clerk. 
. (4) Such facsimile ballot notice, when published in a city using voting machines, 
shall include a sample ballot in the form of a diagram showing the face of the machine 
with the official ballot thereon, together with instructions to the voter for the proper 
operation of the machine. If such ballot includes offices to be voted for, other than offices 
of the town, city or village, the cost of publication of such facsimile ballot shall be pro
rated between the county and the town, city or village in proportion to the amount of 
space used for each type of office. In such case the county clerk shall provide for the 
form of the ballot, placing thereon such town, city or village offices and the names of 
persons to be voted for according to information which shall be supplied him by the clerk 
of the town, city or villag·e. The county clerk shall order the printing of such ballot and 
shall bill the town, city or village for its proper proportionate share of such cost. 

6.22 Form of facsimile ballot notice; information to voters; publication and fee. 
(1) In making publication of a facsimile ballot notice, the county clerk shall prec~d!l the 
same with a statement substantially in the following form: 

FACSIMILE BALLOT NOTICE OF ELECTION 

Office of County Clerk. 
To the Electors of .... County: 

Notice is hereby given that a .... election is to be held in the several towns, wards, 
villages, and election precincts in the county of .... , on the .... day of .... , 19 .. , at 
which the officers named below are to be chosen. The names of the candidates for each 
office to be voted for, whose nominations have been certified to or filed in this office, are 
given under the title of the office and under the appropriate party or other designation, 
each in its proper column, together with the question submitted to a vote, in the sample 
ballot below. 

INFORMATION TO VOTERS 

The following instructions are given for the information and guidance of voters: 
(a) A voter upon entering the polling place and giving his llame and residence, will 

receive a ballot from the ballot clerk which must have jJ1(lOT~ed thereon the nameS or 
initials of both ballot clerks, and no other ballot can be used. Upon receiving his ballot, 
the voter must retire alone to a booth or compartment and prepare the same for voting. 
A ballot clerk may inform the voter as to the proper manner of marking a ballot, but he 
must not advise or indicate in any manner whom to vote for. 

(b) 1. If a voter wishes to vote for all the candidates llominated by any party he 
shall make a cross or other mark under the party designation printed at the top of the 
ballot in the circle made for that purpose. A ballot so marked and having' no other mark 
,vill be counted for all the candidates of that party in: the column underneath, unless· the 
names of some of the candidates of the party have been erased 01' a name shall be written 

, in or a cross mark be placed in the square at the right of the name or 'nanies of candidates 
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in another column. If the voter does not wish to vote for all the candidates nominated by 
Olle party, he shall mark his ballot by making a cross or mark in the square at the right 
of the name of the candidate for whom he intends to vote, or by inserting or writing in 
the name of the candidate. 

·2. At a partYPl'imary election, the voter shall select t)1e partyticket of his choice 
and make a cross or other mark in the square at the right of the name of the candidate 
for each office for whom he intends to vote, or by inserting 01' writing in the name of 
~y other candidate. 

3. At an election for delegates to national conventions, the voter shall select the party 
ticket of his choice and make a cross or other mark in the circle at the head of the column 
llrider the name of the presidential candidate of his choice. If the voter desires to vote 
for miinstructed delegates, he shall make a cross or other mark in the squares at the right 
of the names of the uninstructed delegates for whom he intends to vote. 

4; At a nonpartisan primary election, the voter shall place a cross or other mark 
in'the square at the right of the name of the candidate for each office for whom he intends 
to vote, or by inserting or 'writing in the na111e of any other candidate. 

(c) A votel' may vote for an entire group of candidates for presidential electors by 
making a cross (X) or mark in the square oIJposite the names of candidates for president 
and vice president for whose electors he desires to vote. 
. (d) A voter may vote upon a question submitted to a vote of the people by making a 
cross (X) or mark in the square at the right of the answer which he intends to give. 

(e) The ballot should not be marked in any other manner. If the ballot be spoiled, it 
must be returned to the ballot clerk, who must issue another in its stead, but not more than 
three in all shall be issued to anyone voter. Five minutes' time is allowed in booth to 
mark ballot. Unofficial ballots or memorandum to assist the voter in marking his ballot 
can be taken into the booth, and may be used to copy from. The ballot must not be 
shown so that any person can see how it has been marked by the voter. 

(f) After it is marked it should be folded so that the 'inside cannot be seen, but so 
that the printed indorsements and signatures of the ballot clerks on the outside may be 
seen. Then the voter should pass out of the booth or compartment, give his name to the 
inspector in charge of the ballot hox, hand him his ballot to .be placed in the box, and 
pass ant of the voting place. 

(g) A voter, who declares to the presiding- officer that he is unable to read,o1' that 
by l:eason of physical disability he is unable to mark his ballot, can have assistance of 
2 election officers in marking- same, to be chosen by the voter; and if he declares that he 
i.s visually handicapped, he may have anyone assist him in marking his ballot or oper
ating- a ,'oting- machine. The presiding officer may administer an oath in his discretion, 
as to such person's disability. 

(h) The following is a facsimile of the official ballot (insert facsimile of official bal-
lot) : . . .. . ... , County Clerk. 

(2) (a) The headline, or caption, of said facsimile ballot notice shall be conspicuously 
displayed, but in no case shall said caption, together with the necessary spacing above 
and below, occupy more than one and one-fourth inches in depth. The reading matter 
of said notice shall be set solid in the type of the regular reading matter of the paper 
making- the publication but not in smaller than six point nor larger than ten point type. 
The size and style of type and the general display of facsimile ballots shall conform as 
nearly as may be to those of the sample ballots printed in the statutes; provided, that 
party colunms shall not exceed two and one-sixth inches in width. The fee for such 
puhlication shall be paid for by the square . 

. (b) The caption, introductory paragraph and information to voters shall be printed 
but once in any such notice and shall be followed by a facsimile of each of the ballots to 
be used at such election. Whenever possible the complete notice shall appeal' on a 
single page of the newspaper. If this be impracticable, a footnote, in twelve point caps, 
shall inc1icate on what page the notice is continued. At the top of each succeeding- page, 
or column of the said notice, shall appear, in twclve point caps and fig'mes, the notation: 
"For information to voters and for other facsimile ballots, see page .... " 

(3) No other or further publication of notice provic1ed for by this and the preceding 
section shall be required to be made by any county or city clerk, except that in cities, the 
clerk shall at the foot of Sll ch notice, specify the place of voting in such election precinct, 
and the hours of opening and closing' the polls. 

See note to 6.42, citing 52 Atty. Gen. 51. 

6.23 Separate precinct ballot; form. (1) There shall be printed and provided for 
use in each precinct at general elections a separate ballot UpC\l which shall be printed the 
names, including given and SUl'names, of all candidates for state, congTessional, legislative 
and county offices. 
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(2) The several regular party tickets nominated by conventions or by regularly con
stituted and authorized committees or primaries shall be printed each in a separate 
column under the appropriate party designation, the columns to be arranged, from left 
to right, according to rank in obtaining votes at the last preceding general election for 
governor, that is the party receiving the largest vote will be placed on the left, thence 
the other parties from left to rig'ht according to their rank at such election. To the right 
hand of the party columns shall be one or more columns for independent nominations. 

(3) All columns are to be separated by heavy black lines not less than one-eighth of 
an inch wide. 

(4) In each column shall be placed the name of each office to be voted for and di
rectly under the name of each such office shall appear the name, both given and surname, 
of the person nominated as a candidate for such office. The name of the candic1ate shall 
in all cases be placed in the column designated by the party name of that party by which 
such candidate was nominated; and if the person be an independent candidate, his name 
shall be placed in its proper place in the column or columns designated inc1ependent, to
gether with his party designation as given in his nomination papers. The names of all 
candidates shall be so placed in the various party designated columns so that names of the 
same office and the candidates for such office shall appeal' on or between the same hori
zontal lines of the ballot. After and to the right of the name of each candidate for a 
state or county office and within each party designated column there shall be a square, in 
which the voter may c1esigna te by a cross 01' other mark his choice for each office. 

(5) In no case shall a county clerk place the name of any person upon such ballot as a 
candidate for the office of county superintendent of schools unless such person shall have 
filed in such clerk's office at least 25 days before the day of election at which such superin
tendent is to be elected, proof of having successfully taught at least 2 years in a rural 
public school or in a graded elementary school and proof that his qualifications meet the 
requirements of s. 39.05 (1). 

(6) All offices to be filled, together with the names of the persons who are candidates 
for such offices, shall be arranged within the columns in the following order: First, state 
offices; second, congressional offices; third, legislative offices; fourth, county offices. 

(7) At the top of each hallot shall be placed in letters of not less than three-eighths of 
an inch in length the words: ilOfficial Ballot." Undel'lleath the words ilOfficial Ballot," 
anc1 in plain, legible type shall appear the following instructions to voters: "If you de
sire to vote an entire party ticket for state, congressional, legislative anc1 county offices, 
make a cross (X) or other mark in the circle (0) unc1er the party designation at the head 
of the ballot. If yml desire to vote for particular persons without regard to party, mark 
in the square at the right of the name of the canc1idate for whom you desiTe to vote, if it 
be there, 01' write any name that you wish to vote for, in the proper place." There shall 
be a space at the top of each column in which shall be placed the party designation and 
under the party desig1lation a circle (0) of three-eig'hths of an inch in diameter formed 
by black lines in whicl! the voter by his mark may declare that he votes for all the names 
printed in that column except such as are erased or written over or otherwise marked as 
hereinafter specified, and under such party designation shall appear the names of all can
didates for state, congTessional, legislative and county offices. 
. (8) Whenever a proposed amendment to the constitution, or any measure or other 
question shall be submitted to a vote of the people, a concise statement of the nature there
of shall be printed in accordance with the act or resolution directing its submission upon a 
separate ballot provided for that purpose, and underneath the qnestion as thus stated shall 
appear the words "yes" and "no," and after and to the right of each of said words there 
shall be a square. At the top of said ballot shall be printed in letters of not less than 
three-eighths of an inch in length the words: "Official Referendum Ballot." Underneath 
said words, and in plain, legible type shall appear the following instructions to voters: 
"If you desire to vote for any question, make a cross (X) or other mark in the square 
after the word 'yes,' underneath such question; if you desire to vote against any question 
make a cross (X) or other mark in the square after the word 'no,' underneath such ques
tion." This form of ballot shall be used at all elections at which questions are submitted 
to the people. 

(9) In each year in which there is to be elected a president and vice president of the 
United States, there shall be printed and provided for use in eacll precinct at the general 
election a separate ballot, to be designated "Presidential Ballot," which shall be substan
tially in the form annexed, marked "C", except the party candidates shall be arranged 
from top to bottom according to rank in obtaining votes at the last preceding general 
election for governor, that is, the party receiving the largest vote will be placed first and 
the others in their corresponding position. The order of names of independent candidates 
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for president and vice president shall be alphabetical according to the candidate for presi
dent, and such names shall follow the names of the party candidates for such offices. 

(10) (a) At the top of each presidential ballot shall be placed in letters of not less 
than three-eighths of an inch in length the words "Official Presidential Ballot." Under
neath the words "Official Presidential Ballot" and in plain, legible type shall appear the 
following instruction to voters: "Make a cross (X) or other mark in the square opposite 
the name of the candidates for whose electors you desire to vote. Vote in ONE square only." 

(11) No pasting names over a ticket or over any nallles thereon shall be allowed and 
no name so pasted shall be counted except as provided in section 5.18. 

(12) When any person is nominated for the same office, by more than one party or 
primary, his name shall be placed upon the ticket under the designation of the party which 
first nominated him, or if he was nominated by more than one party 01' primary at the 
same time, he shall, within the time fixed by law for filing certificates of nomination, filed 
with the office with whom his certificate of nomination is required to be filed, a written 
election indicating the party designation under which he desires his name to be printed on 
the ballot, and it shall be so printed. If he shall refuse or neglect to so file such an elec
tion, the officer with whom the certificate of nomination is required to be filed, shall place 
his name under the designation of either of the parties by which he was nominated, but 
nnder no other desig11ation whatsoever. 

(13) The names of persons nominated by paper nominations shall be placed in the one 
or more columns designated independent; provided, that the name of the same individual 
shall not be placed on the ticket under the head of independent nominations if his name 
already appears lmder a party designation. 

(14) On the back and outside of every ballot shall be printed the words, "Official .... 
Ballot for .... ," followed by the designation of the polling place for which the ballot is 
prepared and the date of the election, the official indorsement and blank certificates in the 
following forms: I certify that the within ballot was marked by me for an elector in
capable under the law of marking his own ballot, and as directed by him. 

. ... , 
of Election . 

... . , 
of Election. 

(15 ) No party designation shall be placed upon the official ballots for any school or 
judicial officer. The names of candidates for the same office shall be placed in the same 
column. 

(16) Ballots for judicial, school and city elections shall be printed upon the quality 
of white print paper specified in sub. (17) (b), and shall be of sufficient size to afford 
space for the names of the several candidates for any office in the column under the 
proper office designation. The names of candidates for judicial offices and school super
intendent shall be printed on the sallle ballot in substantially the annexed form marked 
"E." Such ballots shall have similar matter printed on the back and outside as other 
official ballots are required to have. 

(17) (a) The ballot provided for in subsection (1) of this section and the official 
city ballot shall be upon white print paper, the presidential ballot upon light blue print 
paper, and the referendum ballot upon pink print paper, and shall be substantially as in 
the annexed forms marked respectively "A," "B," lie" and "D;" provided that ballots -for 
city elections may be varied in form to conform to the law under which such election is 
helc1. 

(b) All ballots shall be of sufficient width and length to afford space for all matter 
required to be prulted thereon and shall be printed on paper weighing thirty-five pounds 
per ream of sheets twenty-four by thirty-six inches; if a different sized sheet is used the 
weight pel' ream shall be proportioned as above. 

(c) No sample ballot shall be printed upon paper of the color provided for any official 
ballot. 

(18) A separate ballot box shall be provided for each form of ballot. 
(19) All provisions of the statutes relating to the pl'eparation, printing, distributing, 

voting, countulg and returning of ballots used at general elections for state and county 
officers shall, as far as applicable and not inconsistent herewith, apply to all of the ballots 
herein provided for. 

6.24 Nonpartisan elections. No candidate for any judicial, school, member of 
county boaI'd in counties having' a population of 250,000 or more, 01' elective city office 
shall be elected upon any party ticket, nol' shall any designation of ])al'ty or principle rep
resented be printed on the ballot used at the election of any such candidate. The state-
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ment "a nonpartisan judiciary," "a nonpartisan superintendency," or "a nonpartisan ad
ministration" shall not be deemed a designation of party 01' principle within the meaning 
of this section. The election of members of such county boards, except as providcd by s. 
17.21 (5) in cases of vacancy, shall be held and conducted in the mmmei' provided fOl' the 
election of judicial officers, except municipal justices or justices of the peace in cOlUlties 
having a population of 300,000 01' more, and containing an entire judicial circuit for which 
more than one circuit judg'e is provided by law. 

History: 1961 c. 495. 

6.245 Recall of elective officers. (1) The qualified electors of the state 01' of any 
county or of any congressional, judicial or legislative district may petition for the ~'ecall of 
any elective officer after the first year of the term for which he was elected, by filiilg a 
petition with the officer with whom the petition for nomina tion to such office in the primary 
election is filed, demanding the recall of such officer, Such petition shall be signed by 
electors equal in number to at least 25 per cent of the vote cast for the office of governor at 
the last preceding election, in the state, county 01' district from which such officer is to be 
recalled, 

(2) The preparation of such petition shall be governed, as to the use of mOl'e than 
a single piece of paper, the dates of signatures, the places of residence and the verifica
tion thereof, by the provisions of s, 5.05, relating to nOlnina,tion papers, so far as appli
cable. After the petition has been filed, no name shall be erased or removed therefrom; 
and no signature shall be valid or be counted unless its date is less than 60 days preced
ing the date of such filing, 

(3) Within 3 days ll(~xt following the offering of any such petition for filing, the officer 
to whom such petition has been offered shall determine by careful examination the suffi
ciency or insufficiency of such petition and state his findings in a certificate attached there
to, If the petition be found insufficient, the particulars of such insufficiency shall be set 
forth in the certificate; and the petition may thereupon be amended within 5 days next fol
lowing the making of such certificate, by the addition of signatures 01' otherwise. Within 2 
days next followillg the offering of such amended petition for filing, such filing officer shall 
determine by ea,reful examination the sufficiency 01' insufficiency of the amended petition 
and state his findings in a certificate attached thereto. Forthwith upon finding sufficiency 
in such original or amended petition, such officer shall file the same and call a special elec
tion to be helc1 not less than 40 nor more than 45 days from such filing. 

(4) The name of the officer against whom the recall petition is filed shall go on the 
ticket as a candidate at such special election without nomination unless he resigns within 
10 days after the original filing of such petition. There shall be no primary electiOli but 
other candidates for such office may be nominated in the manner as is provided by law 
in primary elections and have their names placed on the ticket at such special election. 
The time for filing such nomination papers shall be not later than 5 p.m., 32 days prior 
to said special election. 

(5) The officer against whom such petition has been filed shall continue to perform 
the duties of his office until the result of such special election shall have been officially de
clared. At such special election the candidate who shall receive the highest number of 
votes shall be deemed elected for the remainder of the term. If the incumbent receives the 
highest number of votes he shall continue in office. If anotHer receives the highest num
ber of votes he shall, if he shall qualify within ten days after receiving notification of his 
election, become the successor of the incumbent. 

(6) After one such petition and special election, no further recall petition shall be 
filed against the same officer dming the term for which he was elected. 

(7) The purpose of this section is to facilitate the operation of section 12, article 
XIII, of the constitution. 

6,25 Printing.of ballots by county clerk, (1) Except as in this chapter otherwise 
provided, it shall be the duty of each county clerk to provide printed ballots for every 
election for public officers to be voted fOl' in his county and to cause to be printed in the 
appropriate ballot the name of every candidate whose name has been duly certified to or 
filed ivith him; such county clerk shall let to the lowest responsible bidder within such 
county the printing of all ballots and shall keep all proposals for such printing in his 
office; provided, such accepted bidder file with such clerk a bond .in a penal sum of at 
least twice the sum of the accepted bid, signed by 2 sureties and conditioned for the faith
ful performance on the part of the accepted bidder of all the conditions duly imposed 
on him by such clerk at the time of receiving proposals for such printing, and provided 
such county clerk shall have power to reject all bids if deemed excessive and to conh:act 
for such printing outside of such county. 
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(2) Ballots not provided by the county clerk shall not be cast or counted in any elec~ 
tion, excepting as provided in subsection (6) of section 6.29. 

(3) But any voter may write upon his ballot the name of any person for whom he de
sires to vote for any office, in such place or so designated as to indicate the office, and such 
vote shall be counted the same as if printed upon the ballot and mal'ked by the voter; and 
any voter may take with him into the polling place any printed or written memorandum 
01' paper to assist him in marking or preparing his ballot, except as hereinafter otherwise 
provided . 

. (5) In aU general elections, including judicial elections, such ballots shall be printed 
and distributed solely at the expense of the county. 

6.26 . Number and style of ballots; sample ballots. (1) Not later than the first d~y 
.of August in every even-numbered year, each town, city and village clerk, shall certify to 
the county clerk the approximate number of voters in his district. . 

(2) There shall be printed, in the manner hereinbefore provided, a sufficicnt number 
of ballots to provide for each voter as indicated in the reports filed pursuant to subsection 
(1). At the time the official ballots are printed; unofficial sample ballots shall be printed 

·upon tinted or colored paper, and in the same form as the official ballots, to an amount 
not exceeding one-fourth of the official ballots for the county and forty-five per cent of 
the sample ballots shall be held by such clerk at his office and shall be distributed to voters 
upon application therefor. Forty-five per cent of the sample ballots shall be distributed 
among the city; village and town clerks and ten pel' cent of the sample ballots shall be 
sent to the election booths in proportion to the number of voters as indicated in the report 
filed in accordance with the provisions of subsection (1), to be there distributed by the 
inspectors of election to voters upon application therefor. Such ballots shull be paid for 
in the same manner that the official ballots shall be paid for, without additional charg(> 
for composition .. 

6.27 : . Party . committees or candidates may order sample ballots. Any committee 01' 

eandidate may at their own expense print a supply of sample ballots, provided they 
beiu' on the face thereof the authorization req~ired by s. 12.16. 

6;28 Election supplies. (1) Each county clerk shall cause to be printed in the same 
manner and at the same time that official ballots al'e printed a sufficient number of poll 
lists and other supplies required by la.w for the conduct of elections, for each precinct in 
the county .. Official oaths of the inspectors, clerks of election and banot clerks shall be 
printed in said poll lists. Such poll lists and election supplies shall be delivered by such 
clerks when the official ballots for each precinct are delivered in the sealed package con
taining the official ballots; 

(2) Any county clerk, with the approval of the county board, may purchase 01' print 
for sale to any person at cost 01' no cha~L'ge, official forms of nomination papers. 

6.29 Distribution of official ballots. (1) Each cOlUlty clerk shall send the ballots 
printed pursuant to his order as provided by law to the propel' town, village and city 
clerks in his county, so as to be received by them at least 10 days before a spring election 
and 3 weeks before a general election. Five per cent of the ballots for each precinct may 
be sent to. the clerk in separate packages to. enable him to meet applicat.ions for ballots 
from absent voters, pursuant to ss. 11.54 to 11.68 and 11.70, and the remainder in sep
arate sealed packages with marks on the outside of each clearly designating the polling 
place for which they are intended and the number of ballots of each kind enclosed. 

(2) Each town, village and city clerk shall send to the proper boards of inspectors in 
his town, village oi' city, before the day of election, the unbroken packages of ballots so 
received by him from the county clerk. 

.. (3) Each town, village and city clerk, and each presiding or senior election officer, on 
receiving any package as aforesaid from a county or city clerk shall return to the sender 
a receipt therefor,· and keep: Ii, record of the time when, and the manner in whic4, the 
several packages were received by him. . 
. . .. (4) .The receipts aforesaid shall be preserved by city and county clerks for the period 
of one year, after which they may be destroyed. 

(5) In case the ballots to be furnished to any city, village, town or voting place shall 
fail for any reason to be d1l1y delivered, or in case after delivery they shall be destroyed, 
lost or stolen, it. shall be the duty of the clerk of such city, village or town to cause other 
ballots to be prepared in printing or writing, substantially in the form of the original 
ballots;, and upon receipt of such other ballots, accompanieel by a statement lmder oath 
by such clerk, that the same· have been so prepared and furnished by him to replace tbfl 
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original ballots not delivered or so destroyed, lost or stolen, the election officers shall causa 
the substituted ballots to be used in lieu of the original ballots. 

(6) If from any cause the ballots are not ready for distribution at any polling place 
as provided by law, or if the supply shall be exhausted before the polls are closed, fac
simile unofficial ballots may be used, but the voter using it must, before voting, present it 
unmarked to the ballot clerks, have their signatures or initials indorsed thereon, and then 
he shall prepare it for voting. 

6.30 Construction of polling booths. All officers upon whom is imposed by law the 
duty of designating polling places shall, under the penalties elsewhere pI'escribed, provide 
and maintain in each polling place designated by them a sufficient number of places or 
compartments, at least twenty-fonr inches wide and deep, with shelves for writing, which 
shall be furnished with such supplies and conveniences as shall enable voters to conveni
ently prepare their ballots, and each compartment shall be furnished with a door, screen 
01' curtalll of cloth so hung as to completely conceal the voter and anyone who may law
fully assist him from observation while marking and preparing his ballot, and said room 
shall have a gnard rail so constl'l1cted that only persons within said rail can approach 
within five feet of the ballot boxes or such places 01' compartments. The number of such 
places, shelves or compartments shall not be less than one for every fifty electors who 
voted at the last preceding general election in the district. No person except the officers 
of election, other than voters engaged in receiving, preparing or depositing ballots, shall 
be permittec1 to be within saic1 rail. The expense of providing and maintaining such 
places, shelves, compartments, doors, screens or curtains and guard rails shall be provided 
for in the same manner as other election expenses. 

6.31 Party representatives for election precincts. Two party agents 01' representa
tives, and a substitute 01' alternate for each, may be appointed for each election pre
cinct to act as challenger for each political party and its candidates and to observe the 
proceedings of election officers. Such appointments may be made by the county or other 
propel' local committee of the party making such nominations. Candidates nominated by 
nomination papers and candidates for city offices, may themselves make. stUlh appoint
ments. Eac.h such appointment shall be in writing under the hand of the person making 
it, specifying the name and residence of the appointee, election precinct for which he 
is appolllted, and the name of some substitute to be appointed in case of his failure to 
serve or absence from the polling place, and be filed with the clerk of the city, town or 
village at least 3 days before election. The clerk shall thereupon issue a permit, upon a 
printed slip or card, to such appointee, which shall be his warrant of authority to be 
present during the election and to he inside the railed enclosure during the cOlmting of 
the ballots. If any person so appointed as .ag'ent fails to serve oris absent for any part 
of election day, the clerk may issue a permit to the substitute or alternate, who may act 
instead of such absentee or person failing to serve. 

6.32 Election inspectors and clerks. (1) Except as otherwise provided, there shall 
be 3 inspectors, 2 clerks of election and 2 ballot clerks at each poll at every electionhe1c1 
under the provisions of this title, each of whom shall be a qualified elector in the elec
tion precinct, except for election boal'ds serving more than one precinct pui'suant to s. 
6.045, and said electors shall be able to read and write the Eng'lish language understand
ingly and not a candidate to be voted for at such election. Provided,. that at polls where 
voting machines aTe used ballot clerks shall not be employed. Not more than 2 of such 
inspectors, nor one of said clerks of election, nor one of said ballot clerks, shall be mem
bers of the same political party, but each one of said officers shall be. a member of one of 
the 2 political parties which cast the Ia,rgest vote in t.he precinct at the last preceding 
general election, the party which cast the largest vote being entitled to 2 inspectors, one 
clerk and one ballot clerk, and the. party receiving the next largest vote being 8l~titled to 
the remainde.r of said officers. The basis for such division shall he the vote of each party 
for its presidential elector receiving the largest vote, or for its candidate' for governor 
ill a nonpresidental election year, at the last preceding general election.· . 

(la) The govel'lling body of any city, village 01' town may by ordinance, not less than 
60 days prior to any election, reduce the number of election officials, and may provide for 
a redistribution of the duties among the remaining officials, and may in like manner modify 
or rescind such action. . 

(3) The govel'lling body of any city, village or town may by resolution, not less 
than 60 days prior to any election,· authorize the clerk of such· city, village or town. to 
select tabulators at compensation fixed by the governing body who shall assist'and·be un-
der the dii'ection of the election inspectors after the close of the polls. ' 

(4) (a) The mayor of every city, except cities having 500,000 or more inhabitants, 
shall nominate to the common council thereof, and the president of every village shall 
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nominate to the village board of trustees thereof, and the chairman of every town shall 
nominate to the town board at the first regular meeting of such council and of such village 
or town board in February of each year in which a general election is to be held, and if 
no such m\leting is held, then at a special meeting, which he shall call for such purpose 
outhe lastTuesday of said month, 3 persons for inspectors of election, 2 for clerks of 
election, and 2 for ballot clerks, in each election district thereili. In such cities, villages 
imd towns in counties having a population of more than 500,000, such appointments shall 
be made in February of each odd-numbered year. 

(b ) Except in cities of the first and second classes such inspectors, clerks and ballot 
clerks shall be chosen from a list which shall contain not less than twice as many names 
as the number of appointments to be made submitted to the mayor of the city, or to the 
president of the villag'e, or to the chairman of the town for that purpose by the regular 
county, town; precinct 01' city committee of the aforesaid 2 parties. Such list shall be 
submitted by the chairman from each ward 01' town to the city, county, town or precinct 
committee, and only such persons so selected by the chairman from each ward or town 
shall act as such election officials, which list shall bear the sig1lature of the chairman and 
secretary of said county, city, town or precinct committee. In case no such list is sub
mitted to a town chairman, president of the village or mayor of the city he s)lall nominate 
to the t01vn or village board or city council or commission such election officials as he sees 
fit. This parag'l'aph shall apply in cities of the second class except that in such cities such 
list need not contain twice as many names as there are appointments to be made. 

(c) Such common cou'ncil or board of trustees or town board shall immediately 
approve or disapprove such nominations. If they disapprove as to any such nominee, 
the· mayor or president or town chairman shall immediately nominate another person, 
qualified as aforesaid, from the list of the 2 committees representing' the 2 parties which 
cast the largest vote in said district in the last general election, and the mayor or village 
president or town chairman shall continue to do so until the requisite number shall have 
been nominated and confirmed at such meeting. 

( d) The persons so appointed inspectors, clerks and ballot clerks shall hold their offices 
for 2 years and. until their successors are appointed and qualified, and shall act as such 
officers at every primary, general, municipal and special elcction following their appoint-
ment hp,ld within their respective districts during such term. . 

(e) . At the first election following their appointment, the inspectors shall elect one of 
their number as chairman of inspectors, who shall serve for the term for which he was 
elected as an inspector. If a vacancy exists, for any cause, in the position of chairman of 
inspectors, the inspectors present shall elect Olle of their number to serve as chairman 
until such vacancy is removed. 

(f) If at any election there shall be a vacancy at the polls caused by the candidacy, 
sickness, or from any other cause, of any election official required to be in attendance at 
a polling place, such vacancy shall be filled by temporary appointment by the city, town 
or village clerk of the city, town or village in which the polling place is located, from a 
list of eligible persons submitted by the county party committee of each of the 2 pre
dominant political parties in the case of villages 01' towns, and the city party committee 
in the case of cities. In the event that no such list is submitted such clerk may appoint 
any elector in the voting district. Such emergency appointment shall be for the day only. 

(g) Within 5 days after the appointment and confirmation of inspectors of elec
tion, clerks of election and ballot clerks in cities, towns or villages, the clerk of each city, 
town or village shall transmit a notice thereof to each such appointee. Such inspectors 
of election, clerks of election and ballot clerks shall, within 10 days after the mailing of 
such notice, file with the clerk of such city, town or village an oath of office substantially 
in the following form: . 

I, .A. B., .... of election in the .... of .... , county of .... , do hereby solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I will support the constitution of the United States and the con
stitution of the state of Wisconsin and will perform the duties of .... of election accord
ing to law and will studiously endeavor to prevent all fraud and deceit in conducting the 
same. So help me God. . 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this .... day of .... , A. D. 19 .••• 
-.;; ... ~ 

And no other or further oath of office shall be required of said officers during the term 
fpr which he was e,lected. Any person appointed to fill a vacancy on such l)oard of in
spectors, ballot clerks 01' poll clerks, shall before entering upon the duties of his office 
take and subscribe an oath of office similar in form to the above and any inspector of 
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election who has taken and filed an oath of office may admini~teI' saic1oath; Any in
spector having taken and filed the oath of office as above prescriljed may administer any 
oath required by law in conducting registrations or elections. " , 

(h) The council of a city or the village board of a village 01' the town board of a 
town may require that all persons named on the list pursuant to paragraph (b) shall 
estllblish their ability to read and write the English language, with a general knowledge 
of election laws. Examinations to determine whether parties named as election officials 
meet the qualifications may be conducted by the clerk, board of election commissioners 01' 

such <?th~r officers as the councilor village board shall designate. 
(5) ,Whenever a list requil'ed by sub. (4) (b) shall,nothave ,been sublnitted priOl~ to, 

the end of January in even-numbered years, then appointments may be made untilsllch 
list is submitted, and pursuant to sub. (4) (f), regardless of any such list . 

.6.325 Compensation of election officers. A reasou'able compensation of not le~s, 
than, $5 per day shall be paid to inspectors and clerks of election, and to ballot clerks, 
county canvassers and messengers employed and performing duties lmder tb,is chapter, 
to be fixed by the town, village or county board 01' common council, and paid from ,the 
treasill'Y of the town, village, county or city by which employed. Every messenger sent 
by the goveI'llor, secretary of state or state board of, canvassers shall be paid out of the 
state treasury a reasonable compensation to be fixed by the secretary of state, and charged 
to the proper appropriation for the state officer :01', board dispatching such messenger. 

6;34 District board of canvassers. The inspectors of election shall constitute the 
board of canvassers of their respective precincts, wardsDI' election districts. Pte'vious 
to receiving any ballot the inspectors, clerks of election and ballot clerks shall severally 
take an oath 01' affirmation to support the constitution of the United States, the constitu
tion of the state of Wisconsin, and to perform the duties of inspectors (clerks or ballot 
clerks, as the case may be) of election according to law, and to studiously endeavor to 
prevent all fraud, deceitol' abuse in conducting the same. Said Oath 01' affirmation shall 
be in writing, be subscribed by the person taking the same, and annexed to, and returned 
with, the poll list to the county clerk. ' 

6.35 Opening and closing of polls. (1) In all cities of 10,000 inhabitants and 
over, except in first class cities, not counting inmates of any state penal institution or 
insane hospital therein situated, .the polls at the general election shall be opened at 6 
o'clock in the mOI'lling and closed at 8 o'clock in the evening', except that in any city 
of the second or third class the governing body may by ordinance determine. that. the 
polls shall be opened not later than 7 o'clock nor earlier than 6 o'clock in the morning 
and closed not earlier than 7 o'clock nor later than 8 o'clock in the evening. In cities of 
the first class the polls shall lJe opened at 7 o'clock in the morning and closed at 8 o~clock 
in the evening. In cities of the fourth class and in .villag-es the polls at said election shall 
be opened at 9 o'clo,ck in the morning and closed at 5:30 o'clock in the evening .. Any 
voter awaiting his turn to vote, whether within the polling booth or in the line outside 
the booth at the time of the closing of the polls, shall be permitted to vote. 

(2) In cities of the fourth class and in villag'es the city councilor. village board may 
extend the time during which said polls shall he open to an hour not earlier than 6 o'clock 
.in the morning-, nor later than 8 o'clock in the evening. Such change in time fixed . for 
the opening or closing of the polls shall not become effective unless notice thereof shall 
have been given at least 30 days before the election by publication in a newspaper, if 
there be one in the town, city or village, once a week for 3 successive weeks, and if there 
be none, by posting such notice in 3 public places therein. If the extension has· been 
made by ordinance applicable to all elections,. the notice r~quired herein shall be published 
for the first election to which the extension shall apply. ' 
. (3) In towns, the polls shall be opened at nine o'clock in the morning and closed at 
five-thirty o'clock in the evening, except that the town board may· extend the time during 
which said polls shall remain open to an hour not earlier than six o'clock in ,the ,morning, 
nor later than eight o'clock in the evening. Notice of such change shall be given as provided 
in subsection (2) . 

. 6.36 Ballot clerks. (1) The ballot clerks shall only serve on election day. It 
shall be their duty to take charge of the official ballots, write their names 01' initials 
upon the back of each ballot, fold it in proper manner to be deposited, and deliv~r 
to each voter as he enters the booth one ballot duly folded and indorsed. They 
Inay, if requested by any voter, instruct him as to the proper mann.er of nuirking his 
ballot, but shall give no advice nor suggestions, nor express any preference, noi' make 
any requests as to the person or ticket the voter shall vote for. 
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: '(2 )A:ny election official who shall fail to properly write his name or initials upon '3, 

ballot 01' who shall deliver to anJ'i votei' a ballot not properly illdorsed as required by sub
section (1) of this section shall be' disqualified from' acting as such official and shall be 
p~isped by a fine.of $5. 

:,. 6.37 'Method of voting. On receiving'his ballot the elector shall fol'thwith, and 
without leaving the polling place, retire alone to one of the booths or compartments to 
prepare the same. An elector may use or copy an ·unofficial sample ballot which may have 
been marked in advance of his entering the polling place, but he shall not use or bring 
into such place any such ballot printed' upon paper of the color or quality ].'equired to be 
u!led for printing offici(ll ballots. After preparing his ballot, the elector shall fold, it so 
that'its face will be concealed and so that the printed indorsement and signatiIres or 
initials of the ballot. derks thereon may be seen. Each elector, havuig prepared his ballot 
as hereinbefore provided, shall, publicly at the poll where he offers tovota:; delivei' ill 
person to one,of the inspectors a single official ballot, and the inspector receiving' the same 
shall, without opening it or permitting it to be opened or examined, deposit it in the box. 

History,: :19,61. c. 33. :'. ' . . . , 

6;38 :E1xclusive indiv~dual use of election compartment,' No more than one person 
sbilll 'be' pel;mitted to occupyilnyshelf or compartment at .one time, except when assist
ance may be required'foi' miu'king il ballot, and not longer thaii five mUlUteswhen the 
other shelves or compartments are occupied. It shall be the duty of the presidillg' elec
tion 'officer for the time being to enforce the observance of this provision, and to pI'event 
any person from 'taking a11y notice how 'another person marks his ballot, unless reqUired 
to'assistaslnovided in section 6.40. Any voter who shall, by accident or mistaket spoil 
or erroneously prepare his ballot may, on returning the same, receive another ; but not to 
exc.eed three in, all . 

. ; : 6.89 Aid in mar~ing ballot. . (1) Any voter ';ho declares to the presiding election 
offl,cel', tha:t he .i~ ~uch,that he cannot read or write, or that by physical disability, other 
thim total blindness, he is. ,unable to m[!,rk .his ballot, shall be infoJ,m~d that he may have 
as~istance, and when sllcii assistance shall be requested, two of the inspectm's,' clerks or 
ballot clerks shall be selectedbj such voter to assist hiniin n:iar~ing his ballot, which in
specit~rs, clei'ks 01' ballot Clerks shall not be of the same politiC'alparty, and such officers 
sel~ctedto assist shall certify on the outside of the ballot that it was marked with their 
assistance, and shall thereaftel' give no information regarding the same. In case the voter 
is totally blind or his vision is so impaired he cannot read the ballot he lilaybe assisted by 
any person chosen by him from among the legal voters of the county in' which the voting 
pre'cinct is located; .' Such person so selected by any such voter shall retire to the booth 
or compartment with the elector,and shall read to him the names of, all the candidates on 
the ballot for each office,and ask him, ",V:hich one .. do you vote for 1" and the ballot shall 
be marked according to his expressed preference, and such person so selected to assist shall 
thereafter. give no information regarding the same . 

. (2), The presic1i,rig officer at the. election may, in. his discretiori,require ,such. decl.aration 
of disability, to be made by, the voter under oath, and may adminir;;ter such .oath. Intoxi~ 
cation shall not be regarded as a: physical disability, and no intoxicat~t1 person shall for 
t,hat re!json be entitl~d to assistance in nwrking his ballot. After' a ballot has" been 
m,~].'ked fO;J: a voter he shall 1).ot Sh01y)t ;to any person, except that it. may be submitted to 
apother election officer, or if a blinclwan, to sucl~ person as he may select to asc~r~aip. ,if 
it, has .been marked as 4e desired. ,The clerk shall .enter upon the poll list after the name 
9f atlY,~lector w.Q.o. had al1sistan,ce in, marking his ballot a memorapdum stating that the 
ballot :was. marked by two inspectors, clerks or ballot. clerks, or by a person, selected 9Y .a 
blind man. ' The provisions of this section shall apply to the marking of' ballots upon 
which any question is sublllittedJo a vote of the .people. 

6.40 'Receipt of ballot at door. If it shall. be aunounce<;l to the inspectors of any 
pr~Cinctthat .a ,'oter is at the .door who is uilable to enter the polling place witho~lt.as
sistance" they may, in their di!,cretion, appoint one of their number to' take an. official 
ballot,arldgo to the entrailCe of snch place and present it to such. physically disf!bl~d 
persbn, and assist him in marking it, if such pel'son desires him to do so. When the. bal
lot shall have been marked it shall be folded and immediately 'taken into the polling' place, 
whereupon the' irispector' shall distinctly announGe that he holds in his him!l "a ballot 
offered by ........ (riamingthe person), a person who is physicallyc1isabled from enter~ 
ing the room'without assistance." He shall then ask, "Does anyone object to the l'eC(iption 
of,this balloH" If no objections are offered the ballot shall be deposited in the box, and 
a minute shall be made on the poll book by .the clerks of election thus: "Ballot received 
at the door." In case objection is made to the reception of the ballot by any qualified 
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elector present the inspectors shall decide upon the objection, and if they deem it well 
founded shall destroy the ballot; otherwise it shall be deposited; if the ballot is destroyed 
the inspectors shall immediately notify the voter of the fact. 

6.41 Signature of ballot clerks on ballots. Any person who shall knowingly de
posit a ballot in the ballot box upon which ballot the names or initials of the ballot 
clerks, or those of the issuing town, city, village or county clerk, do not appear shall be 
punished as provided in s. 939.61, and in the canvass of the votes any ballot which is 
not indorsed by the signatures or autograph initials of such clerks shall be void, not 
counted, and be treated and preserved as a defective ballot. 

6.42 Ascertainment of intent of voter. All ballots cast at any election shall be 
counted for the persons for whom they were inteni!ed, so far as such intent can be ascer
tained therefrom. In determining the intent the following rules shall be observed: 

(1) If the elector shall place on his ballot at a general election a cross mark or other 
equivalent mark or symbol under a party designation, at the head of the column, in or 
near the space indicated for that purpose, he shall be deemed to have voted for all the 
candidates whose names appear in the column under such mark, unless some name or 
names shall be erased, or some name shall be written in, or unless in some other column 
he shall have placed a mark in the square at the right of the. name of some other candi
date for the same office. 

(2) At all elections, whether general or other, when the voter shall place a mark 
against two or more names for the same office, when only one candidate is to be chosen 
for the office, he shall be deemed to have voted for none of them, and the ballot shall not 
be counted for either candidate therefor. 

(3) If an elector shall mark his ballot with a cross mark (X), or ariy other marks, as 
I , A, V, 0, /, V, +, . 

within the square after, at the right of the name of any candidate, or at any place within 
the space in which the name appears indicating an intent to vote for such person, it shall 
be deemed a sufficient vote for the candidate whose name it is opposite. . 

(4) When the elector shall have written the name of a person in the pl;oper place for 
writing the same he shall be deemed to have voted for that person, although he shaH have 
omitted to erase the name printed in the same column for the same office, or shall have 
made a mark against the same or against any other name for the same office, or omitted to 
mark against the name written. 

(5) A ballot put in without any marks shall not be counted and a ballot not marked 
at the top shall be counted only for the persons for whom the marks therein are applicable. 

(6) In counting presidential ballots, votes shall be counted as having been cast for 
the electors of the candidates after whose names the voter has made the mark indicating 
his choice thereof. 

,Yhere a voter had attempted to blot out 
his "X" mark and had not indicated a vote 
for the other candidate, the court could 
hold that he intended not to vote for the 
candidate. Schmidt v. West Bend Board of 

Canvassers, 18 W (2d) 316, 118 NW (2d) 154. 
Discussion of statutes regulating the in

terpretation of the intent of voters in 
marking ballots under party and by indi
vidual names. 52 Atty. Gen. 51. 

6,43 Court order to correct errors in ballots and notices. Whenever it shall appear 
by affidavit that an error or omission has occurred in the publication of the names, descrip
tion of candidates, or in the printing of the ballots, the circuit court of the proper county, 
or the presiding judge thereof, may, upon application by any elector, by order, summarily 
require the county or city clerk to correct such error, or to show cause why it should not 
be corrected, and by order cause such correction to be forthwith made after such hearing. 

6.44 Checking registry list; swearing in voters. (1) In precincts where registra
tion is required, on any election or primary day, the inspectors shall designate one or 
more election officials, at the opening· of the polls, who shall check the name of every 
elector voting in such district whose name is on the registry and enter thereafter his vot
ing number. Any person whose name is not on the registry, but who is an eligible voter 
therein shall, nevertheless, be entitled to vote at such election upon compliance with the 
following provisions, and not otherwise, namely: 

(a) He shall at the time he requests his ballot, deliver to the inspectors a certificate 
that he has filed an affidavit as provided in subsectiQn (2) of this section. 

(b) The inspectors shall keep a list of the names and residences of the electors voting 
whose names axe not on said completed registry, attach such list to the registry, and return 
it, together with all such certificates, to the proper town, .city or village clerk, or the elec
tion commission in cities of the fu'st class. 
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(2) Every qualified elector who has failed to register as provided by law may at any 
time after the close of l'egistration deliver to the clerk of the municipality, or his author
ized deputy, his affidavit in which he shall state that he is a resident of the election pre
cinct in which he offers to vote, naming the same, that he is entitled to vote therein, that 
he has resided in said election precinct 10 days next preceding saiel election, giving the 
street and number of his residence, that he is a citizen of the United States, that he is 
21 years of age, and that he has resided in the state one year next preceding said elec
tion. In cities of the first class said affidavit shall be delivered to the duly authorized 
representative of the election commission, Said affidavit shall be substantiated by the 
affidavit of 2 freeholders, electors in such precinct, corroborating all the material state
ments therein, Such affidavits of freeholders and electors shall be signed in the presence 
of the city clerk or election commission or duly authorized representative thereof. No 
compensation shall be paid or received for taking or certifying any such affidavit. No 
one freeholder shall be competent to make at anyone election, corroborating affidavits for 
more than 5 voters. All such affidavits shall be sworn to 1)efo1'e some officer authorized 
by the laws of this state to administer oaths. 

(3) Upon the filing of the affidavits required by this section, the election official shall 
issue a certificate addressed to the inspectors of the propel' precinct directing that such 
elector be permitted to cast his ballot. Such certificate shall be numbered serially, made 
in duplicate and one copy preserved in the office of the clerk of the municipality, or the 
election commission in cities of the first class. 

(4) Upon his own initiative the clerk of the municipality, or the secretary of the elec
tion commission in cities of the first class, may, or, upon petition of five qualified electors, 
shall refer any affidavits filed under this section to the chief of police, or cOlTesponding 
peace officer, for verification. 

(4a) No such affidavit shall be made on the day on which the polls are open, except 
for changes of address by registered voters. 

(5) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this section, or who shall 
falsify any affidavit filed pursuant to this section, shall, upon conviction thereof, be pun
ished by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor more than two hundred dollars, or by 
imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six months, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment. Each violation of this section shall constitute a separate and distinct 
offense. 

6.45 Poll lists ; keeping and disposition. (1) The clerks of election shall keep two 
poll lists on which shall be entered the full name and post-office address of each person 
voting at such election in the order in which their ballots are cast; and on request of the 
inspectors each elector shall state his full name and post-office address before the ballot 
shall be received. 

(2) When any person shall have taken the oath provided in section 6.44 before voting, 
the clerk shall write at the end of such person's name on the poll list the word "Sworn." 

(3) On the day following the election, one of said poll lists and one copy of the reg
istry so kept and checked shall be attached together and filed in the office of the proper 
town, city 01' village clerk, and one of said poll lists and copy of the registry shall, with 
all convenient dispatch and within two days after the election, be returned to the county 
clerk with the returns of the election. 

6.46 Ballot boxes; construction. There shall be provided and kept by the clerk of 
each town, city or village, at the expense thereof, suitable ballot boxe~ for each poll 
therein, with a suitable lock and key to each, and there shall be one openmg through the 
lid of each such box of no larger size than shall be sufficient to admit a single closed ballot. 

6.47 Opening and closing of ballot boxes. The inspectors of election, or one of 
them, immediately before proclamation is made of the opening of the polls, shall open the 
ballot boxes in the presence of the people there assembled, and turn them upside down, so 
as to empty them of everything that may be in them, and lock them; and they shall not 
be reopened until the close of the polls for the purpose of counting the ballots therein. 

6.49 Preparation of poll lists. At every poll where a registry of electors is re
quired, every elector at the time of offering his ballot shall truly state the street and num
ber of the house or tenement, if numbered, or other location, in which he resides, and the 
clerks of election shall truly enter in the appropriate column of the poll lists, opposite his 
name, the street and number 01' other location of such house or tenement, or the name of 
the hotel or boarding house, and if such house or tenement be not numbered the clerks shall 
enter "~ot Numbered." If any elector offering to vote at any such poll shall refuse to 
make such statement, his ballot shall not be received. The clerks shall also enter upon the 
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poll lists, opposite the name of every elector so voting whose;name was not duly registered, 
the words, "Not Registered," 

6,50 Challenges, Each inspector shall, and any elector of the county may, chal. 
lenge evel'y person offering to vote whom he shall know or suspect not to be duly qualified 
as an electoi', If such a person is challenged as unqualified, one of the inspectors shall 
tender to him the following oath 01' affirmation: You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 
you will fully and truly answer all such questions as shall be put to you touching your 
place of residence and qualifications as an elector of this election; and shall thereupon put 
questions as follows: 

(1) If a person be challengecf as unqualified on the ground that he is not It citizen:: 
Are you a citizen of the United States 1 ' 

(2) If the.person. be challenged as unqualified on the ground that he has not resided' 
in this state for one year innnediately preceding the election:' . 

(a) How long have you resided in this state immediately preceding this election ~ 
(b) Have you been absent from this state within the year immediately preceding this 

election? If yes, then- '.' .... 
(c) Whe.n you left, did you leave for a temporary purpose, with the design of return-

ing, or for the purpose of remaining away~ , 
Cd) What state or territory did you regard as YOllr home while absent? 

. (e ) Did you,while absent, vote in any other state or territory f' . 
(3) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the ground that he is not It resident 

of the election district where he offers his vote: 
(a)' When did you last come into this election district? 
(b) Did you come for a temporary purpose merely, or for .. the purpose of making it 

your home? 
(c) Did you come into this election district, for the purpose. of voting therein? 
(d} Have you now and have you had for the last ten.days ,a voting residenc,e in thjs 

election district? If so" what ,is the particular description, name and locatio,n o~ your 
residence? , , , " ' . 

(e) Have .you. registered to vote at this election at any qther place within this state' 
. (f) If single, do .you board for part of the week, month or year with your parents? 

.. (g') If you have no parents, or are self-supporting, have you registered to vot~ ji) 
this election district? . '" 

(h) Will you file your next income tax return with the assessor of incomes for this 
county as 'a resident of this election district f . . . 

(4) tithe person be challenged as unqualified on the ground that he is nbt twerity
one years of age: Are you twenty-one years of!age,tothebestcif your knowledge and 
belief? ' 

(5) If the, person be challenged as unqualified on the ground that he has made or 
become directly' or indirectly intel'estedin any bet or wager depending upon the. result of 
such election: . , 

(a) Have you made in ariymanner any bet or wager depending. upon the result of this 
election, or on the election of any person for whom votes may be cast !tt this election' , 
; (b ) Are you in any manner, du.'ectly or indirectly, interested in. any bet or wager ite,-

pendinginany way whatever upon the result of this election? '.' , " 
(6) If the person be challenged as unqualified on the ground that he has beencqn~ 

victed of treason, felony or bribery and not subsequently restored to civil rights: .. 
(a) 'Haveyou ever beEhi'tried or convicted in this state of anycrimef If.yes,then
,(b) Of what crime,'when and in what couriwere you so convicted f 
(c) Have you in any manner since 'such conviction been restored to civil rights, and 

if yes,how7 .' , 
.' (7) If the person be challenged as unqualified on thE) ground that heh\l8 been en
gaged, di;L'ectly or.indh:ectly, in a duel, either as principal or accessory:' - ... ' , 

(a). Have .you ever been engl;lged in anyquel, directly OJ: indirectly, ei~her as pl'iniliplil 
or as .I;l, second" 01' in cqunseling"or aicli~g either principal or secondinadueifAnd if 
yes, then,- " : ',. ' '. . . .,' . . .. .' . ' 

(b) When and where, and had you befOre that time been an inhabitant of this st'ate" 
, (9) 'The inspectors, or one of them; shall put such. othei'questions to_ theperson.chal

lepged as ma.y be neGessary to test his qualifications as an elector at such election. : 

. 6.51 Rules for detE)rmining resid.ence of elector. In determining the questicm:of 
residence, as a .qualificati~nto vote, the follO\vingrule~, so f~rits applicEtple,~p;allg9Y~ 
ern, and If !1 person offel'll1g to. vo~e pe ~hallellged as unquahfied on th~ ~roundor,t'esh 
dence! the mspectors shall admo~Is,h .1um of su~h rules"aJ?~l put t,o, hIm ;su~~ ;fur~l:LEJl' 

. qUestIOns as shall be. . propel' to ehcIt ,the£acts m, respect thereto, namely!; . _"i! :::,~;,: : 
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(1) AB prescribed in the constitution, no person shall be deemed to have lost his resi
d'mce in this state by reason of his absence on business of the United States or this state; 
and no soldier, seaman or marine in the army or navy. of the United States shall be deemed 
a resic1ent of this state in consequence of being' stationcd within the same . 

.. (2) That place shall be considered andhelc1 to be the residence of a person in _which 
his habitation is fixed, without any present intention of removing therefrom, and to which, 
whenever he is absent, he has the intention Of retlU'ning. 

(8) A person shall not be considered 01' held to have lost his residence who shall leave 
his home and go into another state 01' county, town 01' waJ.'d of this state for temporary 
purposes merely, with an intention of retlU'ning. 

(4) A person shall not be considercd to have gained a rcsidence in any town, ward or 
village of this state into which he shall have come for temporary purposes merely. 

(5) If a person remove to another state with an intention to make it his pe1'manent 
residence, he shall be considered and held to have lost his 1'esidence in this state. 

(6) If a person remove to another state with the intention of remaining there fOl' an 
indefinite time and as a place of present 1'esidence, he shall he conside1'ed and held to have 
lost his residence in this state, notwithstanding he may entertain an intention to return 
at some futUTe period. . 

(7) The place whe1'e a ma1'ried man's family resides shall gene1'ally be considered and 
held to be his residence; but if it is a place of temporary establishment for his family, or 
for tmnsient objects, it shall be otherwise. 

(8) If a malTied man has his family fixed in one place ancl does his business in an" 
other, the former shall be considered and held to be his residence. 

(9) The mere intention to acquire a new residence, without removal,'shall avail noth-
ing; neither shall removal without intention. . 

(10) If a person shall go into anothe1' state. and while there exercise the Tight ofa 
citizen by voting, he shall be considered and held to have lost his 1'esidence in this state. 

(11) No person shall be deemed :to. ha,)e gained a voting residence in any town, city 
or village in this state by. remaining therein as an inmate of any county home o~' other 
charitable institution; provided that his right as a qualified elector to vote in tlie town, 
city or village of his fixed place of residence, prior to his becoming an inmate .of such 
institution, shall not be abridged. Nor shall any other eligible elector, receiving poor or 
'unemployment relief, be denied his right to vote in any town, ward or village in which 
he l1as gained a voting residence, notwithstanding his legal settlement for poor relief may 
be elsewhere. . . 

(12) If an unmalTied person sleeps in one ward and boards in another, the place 
where he slceps shall be considereclhis residence. Any registered voter who shallremoV6 
from one precinct to another in the same wa1'd 01' town between the last 1'egistration day 
and election day shall, upon presentation of affidavits from the inspectors of the precinct 
from which he removes, showing registration in such precinct, be conside1'ed a resident of 
the precinct to which he has moved aIlC1 shall be entitled to vote therein. 

(13) If an unmalTied person be employed on a railroad, boat or stage line or is a 
student or teacher ahd boards at different places for part of the week, month or year, if 
one of those places be with his parents, that place shall be considered his residence imless 
he has, by registering to vote elsewhere or by' the performance of some other kinc1red act; 
elected some other place as his residence. If he has no parents and has not registered 
at any other place, he shall be asked: Do you consider this your place of l'esidence, anc1 
have you so considered it for the past ten days in preference to any other place 9 If hi! 
answers in the affirmative he shall be entitled to all the privileges alid be subject to. all 
of the duties of other citizens in such IJlace in the matter of voting, JUTY service, poU 
taxes and assessments for taxes. ' . " 

(14) Each guest of any national or state home for soldiers in this state, or of any old 
peoples' home supported as a benevolence, shall be, deemed to reside in the town, city or 
village, in which said home shall be located, and in the election district in which: he shall 
sleep, unless such guest shall elect to treat his fixed place of residence, prior to his becom' 
ing a guest of such home, as his place of voting residence. 

6.52 Marking ballot of challenged voter. Whene~er the right of any person offe~~ 
ing to vote is challenged for any cause recognized by law, .if th!;) inspectors shall determine 
to receive his vote, after the provisions of law are cOlnplied with, they shall, before deposit~ 
ing his. ballot in the box,. write or cause to be written .upon the back of such ballot the 
~umber of such challenged person upon the tally sheet or voting list kept at such election. 

6,53 Oath to challenged voter .. If the person challeng'ed shalll'efuse to alisweli 
fully any questions.so as aforesaid put to him, the inspectors shall reject his vote. If the 
challenge be not withdrawn aiter .the person offering to vote shall have. answered such 
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questions, one of the inspectors shall then tender to him the following oath or affirmation: 
You do solemnly swear (01' affirm, as the case may be) that you are twenty-one years of 
age; that you are a citizen of the United States; that you have resided in this state one 
year next preceding this election; that you are now a resident of this election district and 
have been for the last ten days; that you have not voted at this election, and that you have 
not made any bet 01' wager or become directly or indirectly interested in any bet 01' wager 
depending upon the result of this election, and that you are not on any other ground dis
qualified to vote at this election. If the person challenged shall refuse to take such oath or 
affirmation his vote shall be rejected; but if he shall then take such oath his vote shall be 
received; provided, that the requirements of law respecting registration, when applicable, 
have been complied with by such person. 

6.54 Qualifications of voters. The inspectors shall reject the vote of any person 
under guardianship, non compos mentis or insane. 

6.56 Preservation of order. The inspectors shall possess full authority to maintain 
order and to enforce obedience to their lawful commands during an election and during 
the canvass of votes. If any person shall refuse to obey their lawful commands or by 
disorderly conduct in their presence 01' hearing interrupt or disturb their proceedings, 
they may order any constable 01' other person to take him into custody during the election. 

6.57 Canvass of votes at elections. As soon as the poll of the election shall be 
finally closed the inspectors shall proceed immediately to canvass publicly, in the presence 
of all persons desiring to attend the same, the votes received at such poll, and continue 
without adjournment until the canvass is completed and the statements hereinafter re
quired are made. They shall commence by a comparison of the poll lists and the correc· 
tion of any mistakes therein, until they shall be found 01' made to agree. The box shall 
then be opened and the ballots therein taken out and counted by the inspectors, unopened, 
except so far as to ascertain whether each ballot is single; and if two or more ballots be 
found so folded together as to present the appearance of a single ballot, they shall be laid 
aside until the count of the ballots is completed; and if, upon a comparison of the count 
and the appearance of such ballots, a majority of the inspectors shall be of opinion that 
the ballots thus folded together were voted by one elector they shall be destroyed. If the 
ballots in the box shall be found to exceed in number, after any such ballots folded to· 
gether are destroyed, the whole number of votes shown by the poll lists, they shall be 
replaced in the box, and one of the inspectors shall publicly draw therefrom by chance, 
and without examination thereof, and destroy so many ballots unopened as shall be equal 
to such excess. The number of ballots agreeing, or so as aforesaid being made to agree, 
with the poll lists, the inspectors shall then proceed to open and count and ascertain thE:' 
number of votes. 

6.58 Announcement of results of canvass; statement. The canvass being com
pleted, the inspectors shall then publicly announce the result thereof, from the tally sheet 
specifying the whole number of votes cast for each offic(l and each person to fill the same 
respectively, and for and against each proposition voted for, and immediately complete 
the inspectors' statement in duplicate, which shall be combined with the tally sheet set
ting forth therein, in words at length as well as figures, the whole number of votes given 
for each office at such election, the names of all persons for whom votes were given as 
shown upon the ballots, the number of votes so given for each person, and the number 
of votes given for and against each proposition voted for, if any, at such election, and 
the number of the last voter as shown by the poll list, which statements they shall certify 
to be correct, and subscribe with their names. The clerks of election, except in cities of 
the first; class, shall also certify to the correctness of the tally sheets. 

6.59 Returns of election. The chairman of the inspectors or one of them appointed 
by him shall not later than 2 p. m. of the day following each primary and election, deliver 
to the clerk of the town, city or village one of said tally sheet statements and poll lists, to 
be filed and preserved in his office, and shall deliver the other tally sheet statement and one 
poll list to the county clerk, they having been by the inspectors carefully sealed up, with 
the oaths of the inspectors and cleI'ks affixed, in an envelope properly directed to such 
clerk. The person delivering such returns shall receive as compensation therefor such sum 
as the governing body 01' the election commission of the town, city or village shall de
termine, to be paid out of the town, city or village treasury. In towns the person delivering 
such tally sheet statement and poll list shall also receive mileage for each mile traveled in 
going to and returning from the county clerk's office by the most usual traveled route at 
the rate of 6 cents pel' mile, such mileage to be paid by the town. 

6.591 Neglect to make election returns. If the person to whom the returns speci. 
fied in s. 6.59 are delivered shall fail or neglect to send or deliver them to the county 



119 ELEOTIONS 6.60 

clerk within the time specified in said section for that purpose, he shall be liable for all 
expenses incurred in procuring such returns by special messenger or otherwise, and shall 
be punished by a fine not exceeding $100, or by imprisonment in the county jail not more 
than 20 days or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

6.592 Neglect to deliver statement. Any person who accepts from any board 
of election inspectors the statement of the canvass of the votes prepared by them for the 
delivery thereof to the propel' town, city or village clerk as required by law, and who 
fails to deliver the same or cause its delivery to be made to the propel' clerk within 48 
hours after accepting the same for that purpose, without sufficient excuse for such fail
ure, shall be fined not less than $25 nor more than $100 or imprisoned not less than 10 
nor more than 30 days or both. 

6.593 Such neglect by officers and messengers. Any chairman of any board of 
election inspectors, or any inspector appointed by him to deliver to any town, city or vil
lage clerk any statement of the result of the canvass of any votes made by such board or 
any duplicate of the same to be delivered to any county clerk, who shall fail or neglect to 
deliver such statement to the propel' town, city 01' village clerk forthwith, or to deliver 
such duplicate statement to the propel' county clerk within 2 days after the election as 
required by law; any messenger sent by any board of canvassers for election returns or 
with such retmns for the correction thereof, who shall wilfully fail to perform that duty or 
who shall unlawfully keep back or fail to deliver any returns so entrusted to him, shall in 
addition to any other punishment provided by law for withholding, suppressing, destroy
ing' or failing to deliver such returns, be punished by imprisonment in the county jail not 
more than 30 days nor less than 10 days, or by fine not exceeding' $50 nor less than $25, 
or by both such imprisonment and fine. 

6.595 Election returns, reporting. The chairman of the inspectors, or one of them 
appointed by such chairman, shall immediately after the votes are tabulated or counted 
at each general or primary election report the returns of such election to the county 
clerk or county election commissioner, who shall immediately upon the receipt thereof 
make the same public, provic1ec1 that no such report shall be made by means of a tele
phone in counties having a popUlation of 500,000 or more. Such county clerk or elec
tion commissioner shall keep his or its office open for such purpose and shall post all 
returns received in the same order that the names of the candidates or special questions 
appear on the ballot. 

6.60 Ballots, return, custody; financial statements; destruction. (1) If any of the 
ballots cast at any elections are found to be so defective that the inspectors cannot deter
mine with reasonable certainty for whom they were cast, and if any were cast by any 
person who shall have been challenged, and if any shall be decided by a majority of the 
inspectors to be or not to be defective, the inspectors shall make a statement in writing, 
in duplicate, certified to be correct and signed by them, of the number of such ballots, and 
attach such statement to the statements of the canvass. 

(2) No ballot shall be regarded as defective by reason of the misspelling of a candi
date's name, or by abbreviation, addition, omission or use of the wrong initial of such 
name, but every ballot shall be counted for the candidate for whom it was evidently in
tended, if the intention of the voter can be clearly ascertained from the ballot itself. 

(3) Before separating, the inspectors shall fold in 2 folds and string closely upon a 
single piece of flexible wire, all ballots which shall have been counted by them, except 
those marked "Objected To," unite the ends of such wire in a firm knot, or each set of 
ballots shall be tied securely in bundles, seal the knot in such manner that it cannot be 
nntied without breaking the seal, inclose the ballots so strung or packaged in a secure 
canvas covering and securely tie and seal such canvas covering with official wax impres
sion seals, to be provided, by the inspectors in such manner that it cannot be opened 
without breaking' the seals, and retul'll said ballots, together with the ballots marked 
"Defective or Objected to" in such sealed canvas covering to the county clerk, and such 
officer shall carefully preserve said ballots for 60 days, and at the expiration of that time 
shall dispose of them in the manner prescribed by the county board or the governing 
body of the municipality as to ballots in municipal elections. 

(4) If any contest of the election of any officer voted for at such election shall be 
pending at the expiration of said time, the said ballots shall not be destroyed until such 
contest is finally determined. In all cases of contested elections the parties contesting the 
same shall have the right to have said ballots opened, and to have all errors of the in
spectors in counting or refusing' to count any ballot, corrected by the court or body trying 
such contest, but such ballots shall be opened only in open court or in open session of such 
body and in the presence of the officer having' the custody thereof. 
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, (5) The inspectors for eity, town, and 'viilage elections, aftei'counting the ballots, shall 
retm;JJ, them to the ballotbcixes, lock the boxes, paste paper oVer the slots, sig'n their names 
to such paper and deliver the ballot boxes so locked, pasted and subscribed, with the 
keys thereof, to the city, town or village clerk, who shall keep such ballots for 60 days, 01' 

,until they are disposed of as provided by law. When canvas bags are provided by proper 
Il,uthority, ballots may be preserved therein, properly sealed, instead of in ballot boxes. 
, (6) Financial stl,ltements filed with the clerk of the cOUllty, city, village or town pur
suant to ch. 12 may be ,destroyed 6 yeaTS after the election unless written notice ,,has 
beenfjJed with snch clerk of the fllct that' an action is peneling in comi; involving flaid 

: stai;elllents.: 

6.61 Board of county canvassers. The county clerk and 2 reputable citizens previ
ous~y,chosen by him shall con!'ltitute the board of cOlmty canvassers., One member of the 
board s4all belong to a political party otber than the clerk's. If the office of CO).lllty clerk 
is vacant, or if the clerk call1lot pel'formhis duties, the county judge or a reputable citi
zen appointed by him shall perform the cOlmty clerk's duties, and shl111 be subject to the 
same: ,punishment for violation thereof. No persol). shall serve uS a member of the board 
of COllllty canvassers who shall have been a candidate in the election for an office for 
which r!)turllS are to be canvassed by said board. If lists of candidates for the board 
are ,submitted to the county clerk before the election by political party county committees, 
,sueh list shall cOllsist of at least 3 nameS and the clerk shall choose the members from 
such lists. 

6.62 'Missing and informal returns. Not later than 9 a. m. 011 the Thursday after 
a prllnary or an election the board of county canvassers shall open and examine the re
tUl'llS, and if from any town, ward, election district or poll of the county no returns shall 

,have been received, they shall forthwith dispatch a messenger therefor, and the person 
:having them in charge shall deliver such retul'lls to said messenger jand if, on examina
tion of any retul'llS 1'eccived, thcy shall be found so info1'mal or incomplete that the board 
cannot intelligently canvass them, they shall dispatch a, messenger with such returns to 
the inspectors who made them with a wl'itten specification of the informalities or de;Eects, 
and command them to fOl'thwith complete the same in the manner required by law and 
'deliver them to said messenger, which such inspectors shall do. Every such messengel' 
shall safely keep all such returns, exhibit them to no. person except the inspectors, and 
deliver them to the county clerk with all convenient dispatch. For such purpose the board 
may adjourn as may be necessary, not more than one day at one time nor more than 2 
days in all. ' 

6.63 County canvass; statement. The board shall make out a separate statement, 
written in words at length, containing the whole number of votes given in such county 
for each state officer voted for j another for United States senator and for representative 
ilicongress, to which shall be added the votes for legislators when district is comprised 
of more than one county, setting fOl'th the names as returned of all the persons to whom 
such yates were giyen and the number of votes given to each j another similar, statement 
of the votes given for electors of president and vice president j another of the votes given 
for county officel's, and another of the votes given for senatol'S and members of th,e as
sembly, when the county constitutes one or more senate or assembly distl'icts, specifying 
the number of votes for each person for senator and member of assembly in each such 
district respectively. They shall append to each such statement as part thereof a succinct 
,tabular exhibit, in figures, of the votes cast at each election poll in the county for each 
office and person entcring into the canvass embraced in such statement, whetlwr canvassed 
or not, and if any yates were rejected shall specify the reasons therefor. Each statement 
shall be certified as correct and attested by the signatures of the said canvassers, and filed 
and l'ecorded in the office of the county clerk. 

'6.64 County canvass; certification; publication. (1) They shall then determine 
the persons who have been, by the greatest number of votes, elected to the several county 
offices and members of the senate and assembly, when the county constitutes one 01' more 
senate or assembly districts. Theil' determination shall be reduced to writing, setting 
forth the whole number of votes giyen for each office and the number of votes received 
by each candidate jprovided, however, that the names of persons not regt1larly nominated, 
receiving a comparatively small number of votes, may be omitted, and their votes desig
nated as scattering' yates. Each determination shall be certified by them as correct and 
be annexed to the statement of yates given for such offices respectively, and, for legisla
tors, shall give post-office address and PaJ.'ty designation and be filed and recorded with the 
same; provided, however, that in any case, if any two or more candidates for the same 
county office shall have received the greatest and an equal number of, votes, the board of 
canvassers shall determine the choice by lot, which lots shall be drawn by tbe persons 
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receiving the equal number of votes; 01' in the absence of one 01' .both of such persons 01' 

their refusal to draw by lot, the board of canvassers shall appoint a competent person 
to draw the same for them and declal'e and certify the same accol'C1ingly . 

. (2) Such determination shall be published in one or more newspapers of the county 
which the canvassers shall c1e.sigllate.I£ the canvassers decide tollave said publication in 
more than one newspaper in said county, they shall designate at least one professing the 
political faith of the party which received the highest number of votes at the last general 
electioll in said county, and at least one pl'ofessillg the political faith of the party which 
received the next highest number of votes at the last general election. The papers so 
designated shall be paid by the county. 

6.65 Oertificates of election. The county clerk shall immediately after the expira
tion of the time allowed for the filing of a petition for a Tecount make out, in pUTsuance 
of the determination of such boaI'd, a. certificate of election for each person having the 
gTeatest numbeT of votes for any countv office, 01' fOT member of the senate 01' assemb~y 
when the county constitutes one 01' more scnate or assembly districts, and deliver the same 
personally to such person, such notice shall also state. the amount of the official bon~1, if. 
any, required to be given by such peTson. Personal service of such notice shall be deemed 
for all statutOl'Y and legal purposes official notification to such peTson of his election to 
such office. In the event of the filing of a petition for a recount, the certificate of election 
affected shall not be issued until the recount shall have been completed. " 

6.66 Recount proceedings. (1) , Whenever any candidate,oT any elector who voted 
upon any constitutional amendment or upon any pToposition, voted for at any election, 
within 3 days after the last clay of the ll1e~ting of the board of county canvassers, 01' in the 
case of an annual, regular, special, or referendum election in any city, town or village, 
within 3 days afteT' the last meeting of the city, town dr village bOard of canvassers, as 
the case may be, files not later than 5 p.m. on the third day after the last day' of such 
11leeting with the connty clerk 01' with the city, town or village clerk 01' seeretary of the. 
board of election eommi~sioners, as the case lllay be, a verified petition setting forth that 
he was a calididate for a specified office 01' that he voted upon any such eonstitlltional 
amendment 01' proposition at said election, and that he is informed and believes that a 
mistake or fraud has been committed ill specified precincts in the eountillg and Teturn of 
the votes east for the office for which he was a eail(lidate, 01' lipon the matter voted upon, 
or specifying any other defect, irregularity or illegality in the conduet of said election, 
saidcoullty, eity, town or village board of eanvassers, as the case may be,shall reeonvene 
on the.day following the filillgof such petition and proceed to ascertain and determrne the 
faets alleged in said petition and make eorrection aecordillgly and recount the. ballots in. 
every preemct specified in aecordanee therewith. Notification of the mtent to file Sucll 
petition, in the case of a eandidate for a speeified office, shall first be sent by reg'istered 
mail, to or ~erved in the manner provided for service of a SlUnmon;; in the circuit eOlUt on 
eaeh opposing candidate, addressed to. the address specified on his non~ination. pal)!)rs~ 
Such petition; together with the sender's receipt for eaeh said registered letter or an affi
davit of serviee,if served a,s hereil1provided, shall be filed with said, elerk or secreta~y of 
the board of election eommissioneTs, together with a fee. of ,$2, for each precinct in which 
a reflount of ,the. ballots is demanded in such petition. The petitioner and all OppOSillg\ 
candidates 01' persons interested therein shan be entitled to be present in perflon and by' 
eOlUIsel and observe the proeeedings. County clerks shall ilnmecliately notify the' seeretary 
of state upon eommencement <if recount proceedings affectillg eandidates in distriets.com
prisedoflllore than one county. 

'(la) Whenever a petition fOT a rhcol1nt of palt· of' the precincts within all election 
district has beellfiled as provided in sub. (1), the opposing candidate 01' in case of a' 
constitutional alliendment 01' other proposition, allY elect01', uncleI' likeprovisiolls MIdi'll. 
likemanner, may file a petitiOli ,,1thin 5 days after the last day of the i'egular 'tlleetillgoI 
the board of canvassers for a further reCOl1nt of tM"voteseast iuallY 01', all of the balal1ce 
of the precincts in such election dish'ict, 'and theproper1Joare1 of canvas$ers shalll'econ'-' 
vene on the. day following the filing' ofsnch petition and proceed to' ascel'taJnthe' facts 
alleged in said petition and make c01'l'ection accordingly and recount the ballots inevel''y 
preeinct SO speeified in accordance therewith .. 

(2) Each member of said board of canvassers, for the purposes nientioned in. this 
section, may administer oaths, eertifyAo official acts and issue subpoenas. The. fees of 
witnesses shall be paid by the county. !,' 

(3) Within 5 days after the'recount determination' of saiel :boarel; 'any candidate; or 
any elector who voted upon'sueh constitutiollal 'amendment or proposition, 'as the case 
may be, agg'l'ieveel thereby may appeal,therefromw the cil'cllit'court of said cotinty;by 
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serving a notice in writing to that effect upon such other candidates or persons who filed 
written notices of appearances with said board. Such notice shall be filed with the clerk 
of the circuit court, together with an undertaking by the appellant, with slU'ety and in 
an amount to be approved by the clerk of said court or the judge thereof, conditioned 
for the payment of all costs taxed against said appellant. The circuit judge shall forthwith 
issue an order directing the clerk of said COlllty, or of said city, town or village or the 
secretary of the board of election collllllissioners, to transmit to the clerk of said court 
forthwith aU baUots, papers and records affecting such appeal and fixing a time and place 
for hearing thereon, in open court or at chambers, or before a referee, not later than 5 
days from the making of such order. Such order shall be served upon the county clerk, 
or the city, town or village clerk, or secretary of the board of election commissioners, as 
the case may be, and all such other candidates or persons who have appeared before said 
board. A reference may be ordered upon any 01' all questions. At the time and place so 
fixed the matter shall be summarily heard and determined and the costs taxed as in other 
civil actions. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to abrogate any right or remedy that 
any candidate may now ha.ve affecting the trying of title to office. 

Hist01'Y: 1961 c. 300. 
(4) does not apply to actions to chal

lenge referendum elections. Mandamus is 
not a proper remedy in such cases. This 
section is constitutional, although the pro
vision in (3) for a reference may not be 
valid. See also note to 66.021, citing this 
case. Burke v. Madison, 17 W (2d) 623, 117 
NW (2d) 580. 

Town board of canvassers has authority 
to determine legality of voting on referen
dum and to recertify results of the election. 
This includes authority to subtract 2 votes 
from totals based on affidavits of 2 ineligible 
voters as to how they voted, even though 
the voters were not challenged at the polls. 
49 Atty. Gen. 32. 

6.67 Returns to secretary of state. (1) The county clerk shaH immediately fol
lowing the canvass of any general election, transmit to the secretary of state a list of the 
names of persons elected in the county as members of the sena.te and assembly and county 
officers at such election, and a certified copy of each statement of the COlllty board of 
canvassers of t.he votes given for electors of president and vice president, state officers, 
senators and representatives in congress, state senator and member of assembly, where the 
senate and assembly district embraces more than one county. The names of persons not 
regularly nominated receiving a comparat.ively small llllllber of votes may be omit.ted 
from the returns of the COlUIty clerk and their votes returned as scattering votes. 

(2) The county clerk shall furnish to the secretary of state on blanks furnished by the 
secretary of state for that purpose, the names and party designations of all candidates for 
nomination at the primary, and the votes received by each by voting precincts and the 
names and party designations of all candidates for office at the general election as well as 
those candidates for office at the spring election, which appear, upon ballots furnished by 
the county or state. 

6.68 Canvass of votes on referendum propositions. Whenever any constitutional 
amendment shall have been submitted to the people, or any other qllestion or proposition 
shall be submitted by the legislature to a vote of the people, the votes for and against such 
amendment, question or proposition shall be taken, canvassed, certified and recorded, and 
certified copies of the statement thereof shall be made and transmitted by each county clerk 
to the secretary of state in the manner the votes for state officers are to be taken, can
vassed, certified and recorded and statements thereof are to be certified and transmitted. 

6.69 State board of canvassers. The secretary of state, treasurer and attorney
general shall constitute the board of state canvassers, two of whom shall be a quorum for 
the transaction of business, and, if one only of said officers attend on the day appointed 
for a meeting of such board, the clerk of the supreme court, on being' notified by the officer 
so attending, shall attend without delay with such officer and with him shall form the board. 
When a member of said board is a candidate for an office as to which the votes are to be 
canvassed by him, the chief justice, upon the request of any opposing candidate, shall 
designate some other state officer, or a judge of the circuit court, who shall act in his 
stead at the session of the board at which the votes given for such member are to be can
vassed. 

6.70 Recording and preservation of returns by secretary of state. (1) Upon re
ceipt of the certified statements from the county clerks of the votes given in the several 
counties, the secretary of state shall record the results of such election by counties and file 
and carefully preserve such statements. 

(2) If any county clerk shall fail or neglect to forward any such statement, the secre
tary of state may require him to do so forthwith, and if not received or obtained within 
thirty days after an election, the secretary of state may dispatch a special messenger to 
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obtain the same. Whenever it shall appear upon the face of any such statement that an 
errol' has been made in reporting or computing the vote of any candidate, the secretary of 
state may return the same to the county clerk for correction. 

6.71 State canvass of election returns; d.etermination; certification of results. 
(1) The state board of canvassers shall meet at the office of the secretary of state on or 
before the first day of December succeeding a general election and within twenty-five days 
after a special election, for the purpose of canvassing the returns and determining the 
results of such elections. 

(2) Such board shall examine such certified statements of the county canvassers, and 
if it shall appear that any material mistake has been made in the computation of votes 
given for any person, or that the canvassers in any county have omitted to canvass the 
votes or any thereof cast at any poll therein, the board may dispatch a messenger to the 
clerk of such county with their requirement in writing to him to certify the facts con
CCl'lllng such mistake, or the reason why such votes were not canvassed; and the clerk to 
whom any such requirement is delivered shall forthwith make true and full answer thereto) 
nnder his hand and the county seal, and deliver the same to such messenger, who shall de
liver it with all convenient dispatch to the secretary of state. 

(3) The said board may adjourn as may be necessary, not more than ten days in all. 
(4) Upon the certified statements and returns so received the board shall proceed to 

examine and make a statement of the whole number of votes given at any such election for 
each elector of president and vice president, in every year in which there is a presidential 
election; a statement for each of the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of 
state, treasurer, attorney-general, or any other state officer, if any there shall be, or United 
States senator; a statement of the votes given for representative in congTess in each con
gressional district; a statement of the votes given for state senator in each senatorial dis
trict embracing more than one county; and a statement of the votes given for member of 
assembly in each assembly district embracing more than one county. 

(5) Such statements shall show the names of the persons to whom such votes shall 
have been given for either of the said offices, the whole number of votes given to each and 
distinguishing the several districts and counties in which they were given. Provided, how
ever, that the names of persons not regularly nominated receiving' a comparatively small 
number of votes may be omitted and their votes designated therein as scattering votes. 

(6) Said board shall certify such statements to be correct and shall thereupon deter
mine what persons have been, by the greatest number of votes, duly elected to such offices, 
or either of them, and shall attach to each statement a certificate of their determination 
and deliver the same to the secretary of state. 

(7) Whenever a proposed constitutional amendment or other question shall have been 
submitted to a vote of the people at any such election, the votes cast for or against such 
amendment or question shall be canvassed, certified and recorded at the time and in the 
manner hereinbefore provided. Said board shall at the same time prepare and certify a 
statement of the whole number of votes given for and against such amendment or question, 
and shall thereupon determine whether or not such amendment or question has been ap
proved, ratified or adopted by a majority of the electors voting thereon. 

(8) If it shall appear that such amendment or question has been approved, ratified or 
adopted, the secretary of state shall make a record thereof and cause such record to be 
bound in the VOIUIIW containing the original enrolled laws passed at the next succeeding 
session of the legislature, and cause such record to be published with the laws thereof. 

6.72 Certificates of election. Said secretary shall record in his office each certified 
statement and determination so made by said board, and forthwith make and transmit to 
each of the persons thereby declared to be elected, a certificate of his election under the 
lesser seal, and cause a copy of such certified statements and determinations to be pub
lished in a newspaper printed at the seat of government. He shall also prepare a like 
certificate or certificates, aUested by him as secretary of state, and addressed, respectively, 
to the United States senate and to the house of representatives in that congress for which 
any person shall have been chosen, of the due election of such person as a United States 
senator or as a representative of this state in congress, as the case may be, and transmit 
the same to the respective house at the first meeting thereof; and if any of the persons so 
chosen at such election shall have been elected to supply a vacancy in the office of such 
United States senator or representative it shall be mentioned in such certificate. 

6.73 State canvassers to disregard irregular returns. The board of state canvass
ers shall canvass only the regular returns made by the county boards of canvassers as 
provided in this chapter, and shall in no case canvass or count any additional or supple-
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ruental returns 01' statements made by any sUGh board 01' by any other board or person 
,vhateverj nor shall the board of state canvassers canvass or count any statement or re
turll of the result of any canvass which shall have been made by any county board of cari
vassel'S at any other time than that mentioned in this chapter. This section shall not 
apply to any return made subsequent to a recount pursuant to section 6.66, but such return 
shall be accepted in lieu of any prior return from the same county for the same office. 

6.74 Civil process not to be served on election day. During the day on which any 
general, special, town or charter election shall be held no civil process shall be served on 
<tny elector, entitled to vote at such election, in the precinct in which he is entitled to vote 
or while going to 01' returning therefrom. 

6.75 Plura.lity shall elect, regardless of informalities. In every election for the 
choice of any officer, unless otherwise provided by law, each elector shall. have one vote 
and no more ; and the person appearing satisfactorily to havt:\ received the highest number 
of legal votes for any office shall be deemed to have been duly elected to that office, and 
the. canvassers shall so determine and certify. The legality of such votes so appearing, 
failures to fully comply with the law respecting noticing 01' conducting the election or 
canvassing 01' returning the vote, shall be disregarded. . ' 

6.77 Election blanks prepared by secretary of state. The secretary of state shall 
make out all necessary blanks, returns and statements to carry out the provisions of law 
for making the canvass, l'eturns and sta tem8nts, of all state, congressional, legislative and 
county elections, general, special and judicial, includiilg tally sheet statements, and affi
davits of nonregistered voters and freeholrlers corroborating the same. Sitch blanks 
shah contain the necessary certificates of the inspectors and canvassers, with propel' notes 
t'o the same explanatory of their use and referring to the statutes. Said blanks for use 
at the September primary and at the November election shall be forwarded tb the county 
clerlrsofthe several counties not less than twenty days prior to the date thereof in e~ch 
year in which riny such primary 01' election shall be held. Provided, that said secretary 
shall lJe requiTed to furnish tally sheet statements of the standard form only for any city 
or county. The secretary of state shall from time to time correct the forms for all· official 
ballots to harmonize them with recent legislation and with the current official status of the 
several political parties. Samples of all Buch ballots shall be printed in the statutes. 

Cross Reference: For official "referenduln ballot forms, "Da," ~jDdJ" "De/J and "Df", 
prescribed by the secretary of state, see end of this chapter. 

6.78 Distribution of election blanks. Such blanks shall he distributeclto the propel' 
to'Yll, city or villag~ clerks 01' inspectors in each county by the cOlmty clerks not latel' 
:than, the time when official ballots are distributed and may be sent by mail when, prac
tIcable. Such clerks shall fu'rnish the inspectors of. elections in their respective towns, 
wards, villages and election districts with such registry blanks at or before the time 
fixed for the :first meeting for registl'Y, and the other blanks before the opening of the 
polls on the day of election, and such clerks and inspectors shall use snch blanks when 
furnisljed; hut no election 01' election returns shall be invalidated in consequence of fail
ure to use such blanks . 
. ' 6.79. Nationalllag over eleetion places. The town board, village board andeommon 
coimcil of the several towns, villages ancl dties of. the' state shall place and display'the 
nation~l :fiag on suitable staff oyer every voting place during all the hours that the polls 
al'e' opeH on the day of the general election, and may so display it on other election days 

. and on registration days. The expense of such :fiag and the erection, care and maintenance 
of the same sball be a charge against such town, village oi'city and be audited and paid 
as other election expenses. 

6.80 Application of general election laws. As far as practicable and not otherwise 
provided by law the provisions of this chapter shall be applied to primary elections, to 
town, village and city elections, and to referendum votes respecting the incuning of 
municipal indebtedness, the issue of municipal bonds, the acquisition of utilities, the recall 
·oi·, removal of public officers, direct legislation in cities and counties, constitutional amend
, ments and all other subjects. Anc1in taking all such referendum votes the ballot used 
: ish.all conform as far as. practicable to the provisions of s. 6.23. 

6.81 ,Election manual. There shall be prepared and published by the secretary of 
i state separate from the election laws an election manual explanatory of the duties of 
election officials. and the qualifications and privileges of electors, together with such notes 

'<and references to the statutes as he shall' deem advisable to 'be fUl'llished free to election 
officials and others in such manner as he shall judge most likely to .promote the. public 
welfare. 

6.82 Electibn notiCes, supplies. (1) COSTS, BY WHOM PAID. All costs for ballots, 
l;llariks ane1otliel~ supplies to he used at any primary 01' election, all publication'fees, and 
IiIliexpens~s necessarily incuned in the preparatiolifor 01' in conducting any primary or 
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election shall be paid out of the treasury of the tOWli, city, vilIa'ge, county or state, as 
the' case' maybe; 

(2) PUBLICATION. All primary or election notices or certificates of election, required 
by law to be published, shall be published in from one to four newspapers of general circu
lation published within the county Ol' city. In counties of over two hundred and fifty 
thousand population, one of such newspapers shaUrepresent the political party that 
'last ';;he largest vote in sench county or city at the preceding general election, and one of 
such newspapers shall represent the political party that cast the next largest vote in 
SUGh county or city at the preceding general election. ,In no case shall any such notice be 
published in moi'e than two newspapers unless authorized by a resolution adopted by the 
county board or city council, which resolution may designate by name the newspaperf? in 
which all such notices shall appea:r, and shall be h: force until rescinded by like action. 
Provided,' that in counties having one or more daily riewspapei's, at least, .one .of, such 
publications shall be made in a daily newspaper that has been rmblished continuously for 
two years.' , ',' 

(3) PRINTER'S FEES. Compensation for publishing all notices and certificates rela
tive to primaries and elections" unless otherwise provided, shall be the same as compen
sation for legal notices as provided in s. 985.08. 

(4) DOUBTS RESOLVED. When in doubt as to, the compliance of any election notice 
with the specifications of the statutes, or as to the correct fees to be paid' therefor, the 
county clerk may consult the secretary of state who shall refer such question to the depart
ment of administraton fOl' official determination,. 

(6) SHERIFF) WHEN TOAOT. Whenever the office 6f county clerk is vacaiit mld there 
shall be no person authorized to perform his duties, the sheriff shall make out 11l1d transmit 
to town) cityand village clerks any primary or election notice, required to be issued,and 
shall publish the same as may be required by law.' 

History: 1961 c. 316; 1963c. 459. ' 

, 6.83 Obsolete documents; destruction by county clerk. Whenever it is necessary 
to destroy useless documents in order to secure va,ult space for county records, the county 
clerk of any county may, from time to time, in his discretion, dispose of any of the fol
lowingnamed records: Financial statements, preclllCt election returns and poll lists, 
when over 6 years old. 

6.85 Political party recognition and qUalification. (1) Notwithstanding any other 
pl'oVisions of this chapter, no party shall be recognized or qualified to participate in any 
election which is directly or indirectly affiliated, by any means whatsoever, with the com
munist party of the United States, the third communist international, or any other foreign 
agency, political party, organization or government. whiCh either ,directly o~' indirectly 
carries on, advocates, teaches, justifies, aids or abets the overthrow by any unlawful means 
of, or which directly or indirectly carries on, advocates, teaches, justifies, aids or, ,abets 
a program of, sabotage, force and violence, sedition or treason against, the government 
of the United States or of 'this state. 
,'" '(2) The secl'etary of state shall, with the advice a,nd consent of the attorney general, 
determine which parties are qualified to ,participate in any election. Such determination 
shall be subject to review as provided in ch. 227. " ", .' ',,' , 

(3) This section is ,declared to be enacted in the exercise of the police power of this 
state for the protection of the public peace, safety and general welfare of the residents 
of this st,ate. 

OFFLCIAL REFERENDUM BALLOTS, FORMS 
Revisor's Note: The following forms 

designated "Da," ,flD~," "De," and "Df" ,vere 
prepared by the secretary of state and are 
prjnte,d pUrS\lant to section 6.77: 

\ ", ' , _"Do" 
OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If' ydv. desire to vote for the approval <;>f 
th'eres01ution'setforth below, make a cross 
(X) or other mark in the square after the 
words "For :BOlllIs",' following such resolu
tion' ff you desire to vote for disapproval of 
said'resoluti<;>n, make a cross (X) 01' other 
mark in the square' after the words '.'Against 
:BoJ~(I~'" j'o,llqwing, such resolution. 

RESOLUTION --
[Here insert copy of initial resolution of 

the county, city, town, village or school dis
trict board when, under section 67.05, or other 
statutory provision, it is so required. The 

question printed below should' ,be cllanged to 
meet the requirements in each case.] 

Shall th'e foregoing resolution of the 
County Board, providing for the issue of 
Hlg'llwny BOIHIs in the amount of .. be 
adopted? ,,' " 

EoI" Bonds 0 Against' Bonds 0 

[Pink print paper. ' 6.2~ (8); 67'.iJ~; .67.13, 
67.14.] 

"Dn" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

. ............. Precinct, ..........•... Ward, 
City (Village or Town) of .. c .................... , • 
.•.. .........•...... . . , 19 ..•. 

.................. 'B;"ii~t cl~;'·iis.· . 
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Absent Voter's Ballot issued by 

{

County Clerl~ 
City Clerk 

• • . • • • • • . • • . . . . • . . . . . . . .. Village Clerk 
Town Clerk 

We certify that the within ballot was 
marked by us for an elector incapable under 
the law of marking his own ballot and as di
rected by him. 

· ...... ' ......................... '. ~'£ Ei~~t'i~n: .. . 
· ...... · ............................ 0'£ Ei~~t'i~n· .. . 

I certify that the within ballot was 
marked by me at the request of an absentee 
elector incapable under the law of marking 
his own ballot and as directed by him. 

'sig~~tiI~~ . ~f' ~ffi~e; '~iIth~~i~ed' t~ 
administer oaths 

............... Titi~ ............. . 

"Dd" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for any question, 
make a cross (X) or other mark in the square 
after the word "Yes". underneath such ques
tion; if you desire to vote against any ques
tion. make a cross (X) or other mark in the 
square after the word "No". underneath such 
question. 

Shall Class "B" license (taverns. hotels. 
restaurants. clubs. societies. lodges. fair as
sociations. etc.) be issued for the retail sale 
of beer for consumption on or off the prem
ises where sold? 

Yes No 
o D 

[Yellow print paper-9"x6". 
(c).] 

"Dd" 

66.054 (5) 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

.............. Precinct •.............. vVard, 
City (Village or Town) of ............•.•... 
....................... 19 .... 

· .•...•........... B~iio·t· ciI~~i<·s· ... 

Absent Voter's Ballot issued by 

{
City Clerk 

•................. , . .. Village Clerk 
Town Clerk 

We certify that the within ballot was 
marked by us for an elector incapable under 
the law of marking his own ballot and as di
rected by him. 

....... '::::::::::::::oi Ei~~ti~n" . 

. . . . " . '::::::::::::::o'r' 'Eie~ti~n,' . 

I certify that the within ballot was 
marked by me at the request of an absentee 
elector incapable under the law of marldng 
his own ballot and as directed by him, 

'sig';'~tiI~~' ~f' ~ffi~er '~~ti,~~i~ed' t~ 
administer oaths 

............... Titi~ ............. . 

126 

"'De" 
OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for any question. 
make a cross (X) or other mark in the square 
afte.r the word "Yes". underneath such ques
tion; if you desire to vote against any ques
tion. make a cross (X) or other mark in the 
square after the word "No", underneath such 
question. 

Shall Class "A" license (stores. etc.) be 
issued for the retail sale of beer in original 
packages to be consumed away from the 
premises where sold? 

Yes No 
D D 

[Light green print paper-9"x6", 66.054 
(5) (c),] 

"De" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

.............. Precinct. . ............. Ward. 
City (Village or Town) of ..........•....•.. 
......... .. ... . ... , ... , 19 .... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ':B;"iiot ciI~~i~s'.· . 

Absent Voter's Ballot issued by 

{
City Clerk 

• , ......... , . . . . . . . . .. Village Clerk 
Town Clerk 

We certify that the within ballot was 
marked by us for an elector incapable under 
the law of marking his own ballot and as di
rected by him. 

....... ', ......... , ... , ..... , ..... , ~'£ Ei~~ti~n', ' . 
•.. , . , , ., ... , .... ' ..... ' ... ' .. , .... '0'£ ·Ei~~t·i~n· ... 

I certify that the within ballot was 
marked by me at the request of an absentee 
elector incapable under the law of marking 
his own ballot and as directed by him. 

'sig~~tiI~~' ~f' ~ffi~e; . ~~th~~i~ed' t~ 
administer oaths 

" " , , ... , ..... Titi~ . , , ' ... ' .. , , . ; 

"Dl" 
OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for any question. 
make a cross (X) or other mark in the square 
after the word "For" underneath such ques
tion; if you desire to vote a.gainst any ques
tion. make a cross (X) or otner mark in the 
square after tne word "Against" underneath 
such question. 

Shall any person be licensed to deal or 
traffic in intoxicating liquors as a beverage 

{
Town } 

in the City of IVaukesha? 
Village 

For license D Against license D 

Shall municipal liquor stores for the sale • 
dealing and trafficking in of intOXicating 
liquor only in original paclrages or contain
ers in quantities of not more than one wine 
gallon at any time. and to be consumed off 
the store premises. be established. main
tained and operated under the maliagement 

{
city council } 

and control of the village board ? 
town board 

For Liquor StoreD Against Liquor Store D 

[Pink print paper-9"x6". 176,38 (3).J 
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"Df" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

... " . " .. , .. Precinct, ..•.••.....•• , Ward, 
City (Village or town) of" .. , , . , , , .....•... 
••••••••••• ,' •••.•.. , 19, , .. 

. . . . , .. , .... , ...... ':B~ii';i (iI~~i~s· .. . 

Absent Voter's Ballot issued by 

{
City Clerk 

, ", •. , .. ,., ... " •.••.. , Village Clerk 
Town Clerk 

We certify that the within ballot was 
marl{ed by us for an elector incapable under 
the law of marking his own ballot and as di
rected by him, 

. , , , ... " .,',', '. " ',',., " " " " ',~f' Eie~tio;", ' . 
, . , , ... " ',', ' ... ' ... ', '.',', .,.,', ~i Eie~tio~;, .. 

I certify that the within ballot was 
marked by me at the request of an absentee 
elector incapable under the law of marking 
his own ballot and as directed by him, 

·Si'g~';'t{,.re' of' offi~e~ '';'{,.th~~,i~ed· to 
administer oaths 

..... , ...... , , . Titie ' , , " , . , .. , .. . 
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