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6.01 9ualifications of electors. (1) Every 
citizen of the United States of the age of 21 
years or upwards, who has resided in the 
state one year next preceding any election, 
and has resided in the election district, or 
precinct where he offers to vote, 10 days prior 
to any election, shall be deemed an eligible 
elector. Any citizen of the United States of 
the age of 21 years or upward, who has re
sided in the state one year or more and who 
has resided in an election district or precinct 
less than 10 days next preceding any election 
shall be entitled to vote at such election in 
the election district or precinct in this state 
where he was last a qualified elector. 

(2) No person who shall have made or 
become interested, directly or indirectly, in 
any bet or wager depending upon the result 
of arty election at which he shall offer to 
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vote shall be permitted to vote at such elec
tion. 

(3) Any person who shall have been con
victed of bribery shall be excluded from the 
right of suffrage unless restored to civil rights. 

History: 1961 c. 145; 1965 c. 88, 89. 
Cross Reference: For provisions allowing per

sons who have resided in Wisconsin less than a 
year to vote for presidential and vice presidential 
electors, see 9.045 and 9.046. 

Revisor's Note: If the voters approve at the 
November, 1966 election, 6.01 (1) wlll be amended 
to read: 

"6.01 Qualifications of electors. (1) Every citi
zen of the United States of the age of 21 years 
or upwards, who has resided In the state 6 
months next preceding any election, and has 
resided in the election district, 01' precinct where 
he offers to vote, 10 days pI'ior to any election, 
is deemed an ellgible elector. Any citizen of the 
United States of the age of 21 years or upward, 
who has resided in the state 6 months or more 
and who has I'esided in an election district or 
precinct less than 10 days next preceding any 
election is entitled to vote at such election in 
the election district or precinct in this state 
where he was last a qualified elector." 
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6.015 Women to have equal rights. (1) 
Women shall have the same rights and privi
leges under the law as men in the exercise 
of suffrage, freedom of contract, choice of 
residence for voting purposes, jury service, 
holding office, holding and conveying prop
erty, care and custody of children, and in all 
other respects. The various courts, executive 
and administrative officers shall construe the 
statutes where the masculine gender is used 
to include the feminine gender unless such 
construction will deny to females the special 
protection and privileges which they now en
joy for the general welfare. The courts, ex
ecutive and administrative officers shall make 
all necessary rules and provisions to carry 
out the intent and purposes of this statute. 

HistOl'Y: 1963 c. 28. 

See note to 62.11, citing Milwaukee v. Piscuine, 
18 W (2d) 599, 119 NW (2d) 442. 

6.017 Milwaukee county, definitions. As 
to any county having a population of 500,000 
or more: 

(1) "Election district" means a village or 
ward of any city therein. 

(2) "Election precinct" or "precinct" 
means one of the parts into which an election 
district in said county is divided. for the con
venience of the voters. 

(3) "County offices" does not include the 
offices of county coroner and county sur
veyor. 

History: 1965 c. 217. 

6.02 Place for voting. (1) No elector 
shall vote except in the town, ward, village 
or election district in which he has his voting 
residence except as provided in ss. 6.04(1) 
and 6.045; provided, that all persons residing 
upon Indian lands within any county of the 
state, not embraced in any organized election 
district, and qualified to exercise the right of 
suffrage, shall be entitled to vote at the polls 
which may be held nearest their residence for 
state, United States or county officers; but 
no person shall vote for county officers out of 
the county in which he resides. 

(2) The legal voting place of every elector 
who shall lodge in any hospital, school, or 
other building which is partly in one election 
district and partly in another, or whose resi
dence is so divided by election district lines, 
shall be at the voting place nearest to the 
place where such voter so lodges or resides. 

(3) Whenever territory shall be annexed to 
any city, town or village and such annexation 
shall become effective on election day, or at 
any time within 10 days prior to any election 
or primary, the electors who would have been 
entitled to vote in such territory, had no an-
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nexation taken place, shall be entitled to vote 
in the city, town or village to which such 
territory is annexed. 

6.03 Time of elections and primaries. (1) 
GENERAL ELECTION. The general election pre
scribed in the constitution shall be held on the 
Tuesday next succeeding the first Monday in 
November in even-numbered years, at which 
time shall be chosen such United States sena
tors, representatives in congress, electors of 
president and vice president, state senators, 
members of assembly, state officers and coun
ty officers as are by law to be elected in 
such year. 

(2) SPRING ELECTION. The spring election 
for judicial, educational and municipal offi
cers shall be held on the first Tuesday in 
April. 

6.04 Place for holding elections. All elec
tions under chs. 5 to 10 shall be held: 

(1) In cities at the place or places to be 
ordered by the common councils thereof, re
spectively, at least 4 months before such elec
tion, unless otherwise provided by law. 

(2) In villages, at the place in each election 
district thereof to be ordered by the trustees 
at least 4 months before such election, unless 
otherwise provided by law. 

(3) In each town, at the place where the 
last town meeting was held, or at such other 
place as shall have been ordered by such 
meeting or by the supervisors, when they es
tablish more than one election district as 
hereinafter provided; but the first election 
after the organization of a new town shall be 
at the place directed in the act, order or 
proceeding by which it was organized. 

( 4) Each governing body shall divide the 
municipality into voting precincts, where such 
division is necessary, with due regard to the 
election requirements. Precincts shall be 
compact and contiguous, and shall be ar
ranged, if practicable, so that some public 
building may be conveniently used as a poll
ing place for the voters. The governing body, 
except in cities having a board of election 
commissioners, shall fix the places for the 
conduct of elections, which shall be located, 
so far as practicable, in public buildings. 

6.045 Polling places in 4th class cities and 
villages. (1) The common council of any 
city of the 4th class may provide a polling 
place or polling places at its city hall or in 
one or more other buildings which are reason
ably accessible to, but not necessarily located 
in, the ward of the elector's residence. 

(2) One set of ballot boxes for each ward 
shall be provided, but one or more sets of 
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election officials may serve for the whole 
city as determined by the governing body. 
The ballot boxes shall be numbered according 
to wards. The ballots of the voters of each 
ward shall be deposited in the box provided 
for such ward and the election officials shall 
make separate returns for each ward. 

(3) Such polling places shall be so pro
vided and designated not later than 10 days 
before the election at which they are to be 
used, and when so provided all primaries 
and elections in such city shall be held in the 
place or places designated. 

(4) This section shall be effective as to 
villages so far as applicable. 

6.047 Time off for voting. Any person 
entitled to vote at an election, including a 
primary election, shall on the day of election 
be entitled to absent himself from any service 
or employment in which he is then engaged or 
employed, for a period of not to exceed 3 
successive hours, while the polls of the election 
are open, for the purpose of voting. The 
voter shall notify his employer before the day 
of election of such intended absence and the 
employer may designate the time of day for 
such absence. No penalty, other than a de
duction for time lost, shall be imposed upon 
him by his employer by reason of such ab
sence. This section shall be deemed to include 
all political subdivisions of the state and em
ployes thereof, but shall not affect such em
ploye's right to holidays now provided for or 
to be hereafter provided for. Any person 
who shall refuse to an employe the privilege 
hereby conferred, or who shall subject an 
employe to a penalty therefor, or who shall, 
directly or indirectly, violate this section, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

HistOl'Y: 1965 [13.32 (2) (e)]. 

6.048 Penalty for requiring employes to 
work on half holidays in cities of the 1st 
class. No employer of labor in any city of 
the 1st class shall ask or require any of his 
employes to do any manner of labor or work 
during the afternoon of any day on which a 
primary election is held in such city for the 
nomination of candidates for city offices, ex
cept works of necessity or charity. Every 
person violating this section or knowingly 
contributing to such violation shall be fined 
not exceeding $25. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (1)]. 

6.05 Division and consolidation of elec
tion districts. (1) Election districts as estab
lished may be divided into 2 or more districts 
in towns when the supervisors shall deem it 
for the convenience of the voters, and shall 
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be divided when 50 or more electors thereof 
shall petition the board in writing therefor; 
and such division shall be made in wards, vil
lages or towns when it shall appear that 600 
or more votes were cast in any such district 
therein at any election, except in wards, vil
lages or towns where voting is done exclu
sively by voting machines; provided, how
ever, that no division shall be made in any 
town containing less than 50 sections of land 
unless it shall appear that 400 or more votes 
were cast in such town at the last preceding 
general election. 

(2) Such division shall be made at least 4 
months prior to the next succeeding general 
election, except in cases covered by sub. (8), 
and shall be so made that the districts shall 
be composed of compact, contiguous terri
tory, no one of which shall contain over 1,000 
voters, except that in cities of the 1st class 
such districts may contain 800 registered vo
ters. In towns no district shall contain more 
than 60% of the voters therein, except that 
if such division results in 3 or more districts, 
then no district shall contain more than 
40% of the voters therein nor less than 20%. 
The order or resolution making such division 
shall be filed with the proper city, village or 
town clerk, who shall within 5 days after such 
filing transmit a copy thereof to the county 
clerk, and in towns and villages the clerks 
thereof shall post copies of such order or 
resolution in 5 public places therein. 

(3) The order or resolution shall designate 
the districts by numbers, and the place 
where the election in each shall be held, which 
place shall be fixed with a view to the con
venience of the largest number of voters. 

(4) The order dividing a town into dis
tricts shall designate the persons who shall 
act as election officers, if present in the dis
trict or districts thereby created. 

(5) The persons so designated shall possess 
the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, and 
represent the political parties in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter respecting 
the officers of election in cities and villages. 
One of the persons named as inspectors for 
each district shall be designated as chair
man. 

(6) When a town is thus divided into elec
tion districts, the annual town business meet
ing and special town elections shall be held 
at election district number one; and all an
nual town, judicial and other elections shall 
be held at the districts as divided. . 

(7) It shall be competent for town boards, 
village trustees or common councils to change 
the boundaries of election districts without 
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creating new districts, or to consolidate 2 or 
more districts within the same town, village 
or city, subject to the foregoing conditions as 
to time, compactness of territory, filing of a 
copy of the order or resolution and posting 
copies thereof. 

(8) Whenever a part of any town is an
nexed to a city or village, the town board 
may redistrict the election precincts in such 
town, without regard to provisions of sub. 
(2) as to the time when such division shall 
be made, but subject to the requirements as 
to compactness of territory, filing of a copy 
of the order or resolution and posting copies 
thereof. 

6.06 Compulsory division of election dis
tricts. If the councilor board whose duty to 
make a division shall have become imperative 
under s. 6.05 shall fail or refuse so to do as 
therein specified, any voter of such city, town 
or village may apply to the proper circuit 
court or the presiding judge thereof for an 
order compelling such division. Such court or 
judge may, after reasonable notice has been 
given to the councilor board proceeded 
against, order such division if it appear that 
it has become the duty thereof to make the 
same. Failure to obey such order within the 
time specified, unless the same be stayed or 
superseded, shall be deemed a criminal con
tempt. Until divided all elections shall be 
held in the districts as previously established. 

6.07 Alteration of election districts in 
Indian reservations. (1) Existing election 
districts located within the boundaries of In
dian reservations are continued until altered 
as provided by law. 

(2) The county board of any county con
taining any such reservation in whole or in 
part may, by recorded resolution, consolidate 
election districts already existing therein, or 
detach territory from one such district and 
attach it to another; and may in like manner 
create one or more new election districts by 
setting off for that purpose territory within 
the reservation and within the county not 
previously included in any such district, or 
by dividing a district already existing, or by 
making such new district to consist partly 
of territory not previously organized and part
ly of territory set off from existing districts. 
No new district shall be created containing 
less than 50 resident citizens of the United 
States who are electors of this state. Such 
new districts may be organized as provided 
by s. 6.08. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (1) J. 
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6.08 Organization of election districts in 
Indian reservations. The election districts 
newly created under s. 6.07 shall be organized 
and election officers therein shall be appointed 
and elected as provided by this section: 

(1) Twenty-five qualified electors, resi
dents of any such district, may file with the 
county judge of the county in which such 
district is situated a petition asking for the 
appointment of qualified electors of the dis
trict, naming therein at least twice the num
ber required for appointment, as election offi
cers of such district. Thereupon such county 
judge by recorded order shall appoint from 
the persons so recommended 3 election in
spectors, 2 election clerks and 2 ballot clerks 
who shall, after qualifying, hold their respec
tive offices until their successors are duly 
elected and have qualified. No more than 2 
inspectors and one each of the election or ballot 
clerks shall belong to the same political party. 
Said county judge shall immediately file in 
the office of the county clerk, a certified copy 
of such order and deliver to each appointee 
or mail to him at his usual post-office ad
dress a written notice of such appointment. 

(2) At the first general election held after 
such appointments and biennially thereafter 
the qualified electors of said district shall 
elect, in the manner town officers are elected 
in towns, 3 election inspectors, 2 election 
clerks and 2 ballot clerks who shall be quali
fied electors of such district. A certificate of 
their election, signed by the inspectors and 
clerks of the election, shall be filed in the 
office of the county clerk within 30 days 
after such election and a duplicate thereof 
delivered to, or left at the residence of, the 
officers so elected within 20 days after such 
election. Such officers shall hold their re
spective offices for the term of 2 years and 
until their successors shall be elected and 
qualified, and such term shall begin on the 
first day of January next following their 
election. 

(3) Every officer so elected shall, before 
the commencement of his term of office, file 
in the office of the county clerk of the 
county in which his district is located, his 
oath of office as prescribed in s. 6.34; and 
every such officer chosen to fill a vacancy 
shall take such oath before entering upon the 
discharge of his duties, and file the same in 
writing with the county clerk within 20 days 
thereafter. 

(4) Such election officers shall have all the 
powers, rights and privileges, perform all the 
duties and be subject to all the penalties, in
cluding those of boards of canvassers, of like 
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election officers in towns. The officers ap
pointed by the county judge shall, at least 
4 weeks before the date of the first caucus, 
primary election or general election at which 
the electors of such district are entitled to 
vote, fix the polling place of such district, 
which shall be as centrally and conveniently 
located as practicable, publish notice of such 
place in at least one weekly newspaper pub
lished in the county wherein said district is 
located, and post copies of such noti.ce in at 
least 4 of the most public places in such dis
trict. They shall also provide suitable elec
tion booths. 

(5) All laws relating to the right of elec
tors to hold caucuses and primary elections 
and be represented at conventions, as pre
liminaries to the elections at which the voters 
provided for by this section are entitled to 
vote, and all laws relating to the conduct of 
elections, the filling of vacancies, the com
pensation of election officers, the ballots, the 
manner of voting, the canvass and return of 
votes, which are applicable to election dis
tricts in general, shall be applicable to all 
election districts authorized by this section, so 
far as such laws are not in conflict with this 
section. 

6.09 Adjournment of electon to another 
place. Whenever it shall become impossible 
or inconvenient to hold an election at the 
place designated therefor, the board of in
spectors, after having assembled at, or as near 
as practicable to, such place, and before re
ceiving any votes, may adjourn to the nearest 
convenient place for holding the election, and 
at such adjourned place shall forthwith pro
ceed with the election. Upon such adjourn
ment said board shall cause proclamation 
thereof to be made, and shall station a con
stable or other proper person at the place 
where the adjournment was made to notify all 
electors arriving at such place of the ad
journment and the place to which it was 
made. 

6.10 Election notice by secretary of state. 
(1) (a) The notices of the secretary of state 
and county clerk of the general election, ex
cept the notice of election of electors for 
president and vice president, shall be com
bined with the primary election notice and 
shall be published in accordance with s. 5.04 
(1) and (2). In years in which a president 
and vice president are to be elected, the sec
retary of state shall give notice of the elec
tion of electors for president and vice presi
dent to county clerks not later than the last 
Friday of September. 
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(b) Whenever a constitutional amendment 
or other question is submitted to the electors 
of the state at a spring election, except amend
ments to sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of article IV 
of the constitution, the secretary of state shall 
give at least 25 days' notice to county clerks. 
Whenever a constitutional amendment or 
other question is submitted to the electors of 
the state at a general election, including 
amendments to sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of 
article IV, the secretary of state shall give 
notice to county clerks not later than the last 
Friday of September. The secretary of state 
shall include the full text of any constitu
tional amendment or other question to be 
submitted and append to each a brief state
ment, prepared by the attorney general, of the 
change that will be made in the constitution 
or the law if such amendment or question so 
submitted shall be ratified or approved by the 
people. Such statement shall contain no argu
ments for or against such amendment or other 
question submitted. Every constitutional 
amendment which does not expressly pre
scribe the time when it takes effect shall be 
effective as of the date of the certificate of 
the board of state canvassers showing the re
sults of the vote cast for such constitutional 
amendment. 

(2) Such notices shall be published in the 
official state paper once each week for 3 suc
cessive weeks prior to the election at which 
the constitutional amendment or question is 
submitted. 

History: 1961 c. 417. 

6.11 Election notice by county clerk. (1) 
The county clerk upon receipt of the notice 
from the secretary of state shall include 
therein any county referenda questions, if 
there by any, and cause the same to be pub
lished at the same time of publishing the 
facsimile ballot notice required by s. 6.21. 

(2) The county clerk shall immediately 
transmit 2 or more copies of such notice to 
every town, city and village clerk of his coun
ty. 

6.13 General registration statutes not ap
plicable to Milwaukee. Sections 6.15, 6.16, 
6.17 and 6.18, respecting the registration of 
electors, shall not apply in counties having a 
population of 300,000 or more. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (e)]. 

6.14 Registration of electors. (1) In 
every city, village, and town having a popula
tion of 5,000 or more, exclusive of the in
mates of any state penal institution or insane 
hospital, and in every city, village and town 
of less than 5,000 population in counties hav
ing a population of 300,000 or more, a regis-
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try of electors shall be made in every election 
district thereof. Such registration shall be, 
applicable to all elections and all primaries. 
Until the population of any city, village or 
town has been determined by a United States 
census no registry shall be made therein, ex
cept as otherwise provided in this section. 

(2) In any city, village or town having a 
population of less than 5,000, according to 
the last United States census, the common 
council, board of trustees, or board of super
visors, as the case may be, may, by ordinance 
authorize and require registration for all elec
tions in such city, village or town, and may 
rescind its own action in like manner. 

(3) In any city, village or town of less than 
5,000 population and in every city, village or 
town whose population has never been deter
mined by a United States census, 15% of the 
number of voters voting at the last general 
election for governor, may file with the city, 
village or town clerk at least 60 days before 
any election, a petition demanding a registry 
of electors in such city, village or town and 
thereupon registration shall be made in the 
manner provided by law. 

(4) When registration is ordered or di
rected as provided in sub. (2) or (3), it shall 
be applicable to all elections held in the mu
nicipality concerned and may be abolished 
and made inapplicable by a referendum vote 
as provided herein. The vote shall be taken 
at the municipal, judicial or -general election 
next held in such city, village or town, after 
filing a verified petition in the office of the 
clerk not less than 40 days before such elec
tion, signed by electors therein equal in num
ber to 10% of the number of votes cast 
therein for governor at the last general elec
tion, praying for the submission to said elec-
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tors of the question of the abolishing of the 
provisions aforesaid. The taking of such 
vote shall be noticed in any such city in the 
manner municipal elections are noticed, and 
in any such town or village by posting notices 
in at least 3 public places in the town or 
village not less than 10 days before the elec
tion. 

(5) Whenever registration is established or 
abolished under subs. (2), (3) or (4) the 
city, village or town clerk shall forthwith cer
tify such action to the county clerk and to 
the secretary of state. A list of all such 
cities, towns and villages, of less than 5,000 
population, shall be printed in the election 
pamphlet. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (d)]. 

6.15 Registrars. The clerk of each muni
cipality in which registration is applicable 
under s. 6.14 shall have full charge and con
trol of the registration of voters within the 
municipality for which he is elected or ap
pointed. The clerk and all employes in his 
office are authorized to execute such affi
davits as may be required by ss. 6.16, 6.17 
and 6.18. 

Municipal clerks, except in Milwaukee, may 
employ such temporary employes as authorized 
by municipal legislative body for house to house 
canvass to register voters pursuant to 6.15, 6.17 
and 6.185. 49 Atty. Gen. 151. 

6.16 Registration. (1) FORMS. The clerk 
shall provide a sufficient number of blank 
forms for the registration of electors (here
after called affidavits of registration), which 
shall consist of loose-leaf sheets printed on 
paper of durable quality, and shall be made 
in duplicate. 

(2) FORMS. The form of the registration 
affidavit shall be substantially as follows: 

Residence 
Last.Name ..... --... - First·Name···-····-·i\1iddle·Name··· I------------.----.------

Occupation Street No. Ward and 
Precinct 

Birthplace .................................. _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _._ ......... _ .. __ ............... _ ........................................... _ ............... __ ...... _ .. __ .. __ _ 

If naturalized: Name of Court .......... _ .... _._. __ .. _ .............. _ .... _ .... _._._ .... __ .. _ ... _ ............. _. _._ .. __ ....... __ ._. __ ._ .... _ .... _ 

Place .......................... __ .... _ .... _. __ .... _ ................ _ .... _ .. __ . _________ . __ . ______ .. ______ ._ """_' __ ". __ .. ________ ._. ____ _ 

Date . __ . ________ .. _____________________ . __ . _____ . __ . __ ........ ___ .. ___ .. _ .... _ .... _ .... _. __ ..... ____ .. __ ...... _ ...... __ .. _. _____ .. _______ ._._ 

Through whom naturalized: 

Husband 

Name 
Father 

AFFIDAVIT OF REGISTRATION. 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, County oL ____ . 

I hereby swear (or affirm) that I am a citizen of the United States, that on the day of 
the next election I shall be at least 21 years of age, and shall have resided in the state of 
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Wisconsin for one year next preceding said election, and in the election district 10 days, and 
that I am legally qualified to vote. 

Subscribed and sworn before me this ........ day of ______ __ 

Signature of registration officer Signature of voter 
VOTING RECORD. 

Stamp or write the date of each election at which the elector votes on the first vacant 
space 

(3) NUMERICAL ORDER OF REGISTRATIONS. 
The original affidavits of registration shall be 
filed by precincts, arranged in numerical or
der of houses located on each street sepa
rately, commencing with the lowest and end
ing with the highest number within the pre
cinct, and the affidavits of all electors regis
tered from the same address shall be arranged 
in alphabetical order. 

(4) ALPHABETICAL REGISTRATION. The du
plicate affidavits shall be filed in exact al
phabetical order for the entire municipality 
without regard to precincts and 'shall be kept 
in the office of the clerk. 

(5) CUSTODY OF REGISTER, USE AT POLLS. 
The original affidavits shall constitute the 
official register of the respective precincts, 
and before being turned over to the election 
inspectors for use at the polls shall be se
curely bound in suitable binders. The offi
cial precinct register shall be sent by the 
clerk to the inspectors of election for use at 
the polls at each election or primary, and 
shall be consulted whenever necessary or pro
per. In case of any discrepancy between the 
official register and the registry lists pro
vided for in this section, the official register 
shall be controlling. The official register 
shall, with all convenient dispatch and within 
2 days, be returned to the clerk of the mu
nicipality. 

(6) COPIES OF REGISTER, RECORDING VOTERS, 
RETURNS. After the close of registration prior 
to any election or primary the clerk shall pre
pare one original typewritten copy and at 
least 2 carbon copies of the list of registered 
electors for each precinct of the municipality, 
which registry lists shall contain the full name 
and address of each registered elector and 

shall be arranged in the same order as the 
register of electors. The original copy and 
one carbon copy shall be furnished to the 
election inspectors of each election district . 
for use at the polls. The registry lists shall 
contain a blank column for the entry of the 
serial numbers of the electors when they vote, 
blank spaces to enter the names of electors 
who vote' by affidavit, and also a form of 
certificate setting forth that each list is a true 
and complete combined check and poll list of 
the respective precincts, which form shall be 
filled in and signed by the 3 inspectors of 
election in each precinct; such combined 
check and poll lists, duly verified, to be re
turned as provided by law. 

(7) POLL LIST. Two election officers of 
each election precinct shall have charge of the 
registry lists and shall write after the name of 
each voter the serial number of his vote as 
the same is polled, beginning with the num
ber one, and these lists so kept shall be in 
lieu of the poll list required by ss. 6.45 and 
6.49. The names of all qualified electors who 
vote by affidavit as provided by s. 6.44 shall 
be added to said list. 

(8) PUBLIC RECORD. Additional copies of 
the registry lists shall be open to public in
spection at the office of the city clerk as soon 
as they are completed. 

(10) RECORDING VOTERS. After each elec
tion or primary the clerk of the municipality 
shall make a record of each elector who has 
voted at that election or primary by stamping 
or writing the date of the election or primary 
in the appropriate space on the original regis
tration affidavit of the elector. 

6.17 Registration. (1) ApPLICATIONS TO 
REGISTER, FINAL DAY. The clerk of the mu-



6.17 ELECTIONS 

nicipality shall receive applications for regis
tration at his office during regular office hours 
throughout the year, and at such other places 
and at such times as he deems advisable, ex
cept that registration for any election or pri
mary shall be closed at 5 p.m. on the 2nd 
Wednesday next preceding the election or 
primary. At the first primary election con
ducted after September 1, 1927, any qualified 
voter shall be permitted to register at the 
polls on the day of election and vote at such 
election. Such registration shall be conducted 
by the regular election officers or, in the dis
cretion of the city council, by a special regis
tration deputy appointed by the city clerk for 
each precinct. 

(2) PERSONAL APPLICATION. (a) Except as 
otherwise provided herein, applications for 
registration shall be made in person by the 
elector who shall be required to sign the origi
nal and duplicate affidavits. 

(b) Affidavits of registration of any qual
ified elector confined to his home or in any 
institution because of physical illness or in
firmity may be filled in and sworn to at the 
home of such elector or in the institution 
where he is confined, before the municipal 
clerk or other authorized employe of his of
fice. 

(3) REGISTERED APPLICANT. If any elector 
applying for registration is already registered 
in another municipality within this state he 
shall so state this fact to the registration 
officer and shall sign an authorization to can
cel the previous registration on a form sub
stantially as follows: 

I hereby authorize the cancellation of rriy 
previous registration at the following address 

Signature ________________ , 
Present address ______________________________________ _ 

. The clerk shall cause all such authorizations 
to be mailed to the proper registration officer 
not later than 24 hours following the close of 
registration prior to any election or primary. 

(4) ENTRIES ON REGISTER. The registra
tion officer shall make proper entries upon 
the affidavit of registration after due inquiry 
of the applicant for registration. Before the 
first name of a woman elector he shall enter 
Mrs. or Miss, as the case may be. 

(5) ABSENT ELECTOR. Any elector who is 
more than 50 miles away from his legal resi
dence may be registered prior to the close of 
registration before any election or primary in 
the following manner: He shall secure from 
the clerk of the municipality blank registra
tion affidavits with suitable instructions, and 
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shall appear before a notary public or other 
officer legally authorized to administer oaths, 
and have the original and duplicate registra
tion affidavits properly made out and signed 
by the elector. The notary public or other 
officer administering the oath shall sign his 
name on the line for the signature of the 
registration officer and affix his seal thereto. 
The original and duplicate shall be returned 
to the clerk of the municipality, and shall 
reach him not later than the close of office 
hours on the last day of registration prior to 
the election or primary in order for the elec
tor to be registered for that election or pri
mary. 

(6) TRANSFERS. Any registered elector 
may upon change of residence within the mu
nicipality cause his registration to be trans
ferred to his new address by sending to the 
clerk a signed request, stating his present ad
dress and the address from which he was last 
registered, or by. applying in person for a 
transfer. The clerk shall strike through the 
last address, ward and precinct number and 
record the new address, ward and precinct 
number on the original and duplicate affi
davits, and shall place the original affidavit 
in proper precinct register. 

(7) TRANSFERS. The clerk may transfer 
the registration of any elector upon the re
ceipt of reliable information that such elector 
has changed his residence, but in such cases 
he shall mail to the elector a form notice of 
the transfer, as a means of avoiding errors and 
informing the elector that he is duly regis
tered from the new address. 

(8) REGISTRATION CARDS. A registration 
card shall be delivered to each elector making 
application to vote by affidavit, who shall 
properly fill out such card and submit the 
same to the clerk before a certificate is sup
plied pursuant to s. 6.44(3). Each clerk 
shall include in subsequent registry lists the 
names of persons who file such cards, provided 
such persons are then entitled to be placed 
on the registry list. 

History: 1961 c. 33, 429; 1965 [13.32 (2) (1)]. 

6.18 Register of electors. (1) REVISION. 
The clerk shall revise and correct the r~gis
tration records as follows: 

(a) Following every general November 
election in even-numbered years he shall ex
amine the registration records and shall can
cel the registration of all voters who have not 
voted within a period of 2 years. Provided, 
that each such voter shall be sent a notice 
through the mails substantially as follows: 
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NOTICE OF SU'SPENSION OF REGISTRATION. 
You are hereby notified that your registra

tion will be canceled according to state law, 
for failure to vote within a 2-year period, 
unless you apply for reinstatement within 30 
days. You may reinstate your registration 
by signing the statement below and returning 
it to this office or by applying in person. 

ApPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT 
OF REGISTRATION. 

I hereby certify that I still reside at the 
address from which I am registered and apply 
for reinstatement of registration. 

Signed ________________ , 
Present address _______________________________ _ 

(b) After the expiration of 30 days the 
clerk shall cancel the registration of all elec
tors thus notified who have not applied for 
reinstatement. A proper entry shall be made 
on the voting record of the affidavit of regis
tration of all electors whose registration is 
reinstated. Any elector whose registration 
has been canceled may be registered again by 
making a new application for registration to 
the clerk of the municipality. 

(2) VITAL STATISTICS. At suitable inter
vals and at least once a month the clerk shall 
secure from the local register of vital statis
tics a list of all persons over 21 years of age 
who have died, and shall compare this list with 
the registration lists and cancel the registra
tion of all deceased electors. 

(3) CANCELLATIONS. Upon the receipt of 
an authorization of cancellation of registra
tion from the elector the clerk shall cancel 
said registration. 

(4) CHALLENGES OF REGISTRATION. Any 
elector of the municipality may challenge the 
registration of any registered elector by sub
mitting to the clerk a written affidavit that 
such elector is not qualified to vote, which 
affidavit shall specify the grounds upon which 
the challenged elector is disqualified. Upon 
receipt of such affidavit the clerk shall mail 
to the challenged elector at his registered 
address a notification of the challenge. If 
the challenged elector fail to appear before 
the clerk within one week and answer the 
questions and take the oath required of per
sons challenged on the same grounds at elec
tion, the clerk shall cancel his registration. 

(5) REMOVALS CHECKED. Upon receipt of 
reliable information that a registered elector 
has moved away from the municipality, the 
clerk shall notify such elector through the 
mail at his registered address, stating the 
source of the information, and if the elector 
does not apply- for continuation of registra-
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tion within 30 days, his registration shall be 
canceled. 

(6) ENTRY OF CANCELLATIONS. When a 
registration is canceled the clerk shall cause 
to be made a proper entry upon both the 
original and duplicate affidavits of registra
tion, indicating the date, the cause for can
cellation, and the initials of the person mak
ing the cancellation. The original canceled 
affidavit shall be permanently filed in the 
office of the clerk. 

(7) REGISTER PUBLIC. The registration rec
ords shall be open for public inspection, and 
any citizen may make or cause to be made a 
copy of the registration lists under rules and 
regulations prescribed by the clerk. 

6.185 Permanent registration. Milwaukee 
county. (1) Except in cities of the 1st class, 
the clerk of each municipality in which regis
tration is applicable under s. 6.14 in counties 
having 300,000 or more inhabitants, shall 
have full c4arge and control of the registration 
of voters within the municipality for which he 
is elected or appointed, and registration shall 
be made as herein provided. 

(2) The clerk shall prepare a sufficient 
supply of registration cards, in form as near 
as may be practical as provided in s. 10.10, 
as shall be directed by resolution adopted by 
the governing board of such municipality. 
Such cards shall be furnished by the clerk to 
any person applying for them, either in per
son or by mail. 

(3) The clerk shall, as soon as convenient 
after this section takes effect, fill in the 
spaces provided in such cards, from the poll 
list kept at the last preceding general or mu
nicipal election, the last printed registration 
lists, together with the name of every person 
known by the clerk to be an elector of the 
municipality. As soon as the clerk shall have 
completed filling the blanks in such registra
tion cards, he shall file the same in his office, 
and arrange the names of the voters in 
each precinct in alphabetical order or by 
streets. Such registration cards when so filed 
shall be the official registry for each precinct 
subject to be revised and corrected by the 
clerk as herein provided. 

( 4) The clerk shall revise and correct the 
first registration as prepared by him: 

(a) By striking therefrom the name of any 
person known by him to have died or re
moved from the district where he is regis
tered, or who shall be proved, by the oath of 
2 electors of the district, to be not entitled to 
vote therein at the next ensuing election or 
primary election, unless such person shall ap-
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pear, and if challenged, shall make affidavit 
stating his name and the period of his con
tinuous residence in the election district, and 
his place of residence therein, and in case he 
is of foreign birth, stating when he came to 
the United States and to this state, and the 
time and place when he became a citizen of 
the United States, and that he is entitled to 
vote at the election or primary; 

(b) By filing the name of every elector en
titled to vote in that district at the next 
election or primary who shall file a registra
tion card such as hereinbefore provided for 
properly filled in and sworn to before said 
clerk. In every case of a name stricken from 
the registration the reason therefor shall be 
stated in writing on the registration card. 
All such cards shall be filed in a separate in
dex and kept for a period of 3 years. 

(c) Except as otherwise provided herein, 
the clerk of the municipality shall receive 
applications for registration at his office during 
regular office hours throughout the year, and 
at such other places and at such times as he 
deems advisable, except that registration for 
any election or primary shall be closed at 
5 p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday next preceding 
the election or primary. 

(d) Affidavits of registration of any qual
ified elector confined to his home or in any 
institution because of physical illness or in
firmity may be filled in and sworn to at the 
home of such elector or institution, before the 
municipal clerk or other authorized employe 
of his office. 

(5) Any person who is not 22 years of age 
before the date when the registration is re
quired to be corrected, and who will, if he 
lives until the day of the election, attain the 
age of 21 years on or before such day, shall 
have his name included in such registration if 
he be otherwise qualified to be an elector. 

(6) (a) After such registration shall have 
been fully completed, as herein provided, no 
votes shall be received in any primary or elec
tion in such municipality if the name of the 
person offering to vote be not registered, ex
cept as provided in sub. (4) and as herein
after provided in this subsection. 

(b) Any person who has not previously 
filed a registration card, but who is a qualified 
elector in the precinct where he offers to 
vote, shall, nevertheless, be entitled to vote at 
such primary or election, providing he shall 
deliver to the inspectors of election a regis
tration card properly filled out and sworn to 
by himself, or, if he cannot obtain such a 
card, an affidavit stating the same facts as 
prQvided on said card; and, provided that 
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his oath or affidavit is substantiated by the 
affidavit of 2 freeholders, electors in such 
precinct, corroborating all the material state
ments therein. The clerk shall provide a suf
ficient number of registration cards with the 
required affidavit forms printed thereon and 
shall distribute them to the election inspec
tors at the booth; and the inspectors shall 
deliver at least one card to each voter making 
application therefor. No compensation shall 
be paid or received for taking or certifying 
any affidavit required. No freeholder shall 
be competent to make at anyone election or 
primary corroborating affidavits for more than 
5 voters. All such registration cards and affi
davits shall be sworn to in the office of the 
clerk before some official authorized by law 
of this state to administer oaths, or before 
the clerk. Said clerk shall include in subse
quent printed registration lists the names of 
the persons who filed such cards, providing 
such persons are then entitled to be placed in 
the official registration. 

(c) No such affidavit shall be made on the 
day on which the polls are open, except for 
changes of address by registered voters. 

(7) (a) After the last Tuesday preceding 
a primary, the clerk shall forthwith cause to 
be printed from the official registration cards, 
for use at the primary and the election, re
spectively, sufficient printed lists of such 
complete and corrected registration for each 
precinct, and shall cause at least 6 copies to 
be posted forthwith in separate places in said 
precinct. 

(b) Six copies of such printed precinct 
registry shall be furnished to each inspector 
for each primary and election, of which 2 
shall be used as check lists and in lieu of 
poll lists, at the primary and at the election. 
To this end, 2 inspectors at each precinct at 
each primary and election shall write after the 
name of each voter the serial number of his 
vote as the same is polled, and shall hand to 
each voter suitable certification slips, num
bered serially, to be furnished by the clerk 
for this purpose. A special blank column 
shall be provided on the final printed regis
tration list for this purpose; also a form of 
certificate, setting forth that each list is a 
true and complete combined check and poll 
list of the respective precincts, which shall be 
filled in and signed by the 3 inspectors of 
election in each precinct; such combined check 
and poll list, duly verified, to be returned as 
provided by law. 

(8) The clerk shall obtain at least 2 com
petitive bids for the printing of the blank 
registration cards and the printed registration 
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lists, and shall award the contract therefor to 
the lowest competent and responsible bidder. 
The clerk shall certify the expense of the 
printing of such cards and lists to the govern
ing board of the municipality, who shall audit 
and pay the same out of the general fund. 

(9) The clerk shall receive such sum for 
compensation as registration clerk as the gov
erning board of each municipality may fix, to 
be paid out of the general fund. 

(10) Any elector who is more than 50 miles 
away from his legal residence may be regis
tered prior to the close of registration, before 
any election or primary in the following man
ner: He shall secure from the office of the 
municipal clerk a blank registration affidavit 
with suitable instructions, and shall appear 
before a notary public or other public officer 
legally authorized to administer oaths and 
have said registration affidavit properly made 
out and signed by said elector. The notary 
public or other officer administering the oath 
shall sign his name on the line for signature 
of the registration officer. The registration 
affidavit when properly executed, as herein 
provided, shall be returned to the office of 
said clerk and shall reach said office not 
later than the close of office hours on the 
last day of registration prior to the election or 
primary in order for such elector to be regis
tered for that election or primary. 

History: 1961 c. 33, 429; 1965 [13.32 (2) (d)]. 

6.19 Certification of nominees and con
stitutional amendments by secretary of state. 
(1) As soon as possible after the closing 
date for the filing of nomination papers, or 
after the canvass of the primary vote, the 
secretary of state shall transmit to each coun
ty clerk a certified list containing the name, 
description and post-office address of each 
person nominated for any office for whom 
any of the electors of such county are entitled 
to vote at such election, together with a desig
nation of the office for which each is a candi
date, and the party or principle each repre
sents, if any, whose nominations are on file 
in his office. Names of candidates nomi
nated pursuant to s. 5.18 shall be certified 
forthwith upon the filing of nominations with 
the secretary of state. 

(2) In certifying the names of candidates 
for the office of justice of the supreme court, 

'judge of the circuit court and state superin
tendent, the secretary of state shall designate 
the order in which the names of candidates 
shall be printed upon the official ballot in 
each assembly district. 

(3) For the purpose of determining the 
order in which the names of candidates for 
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justice of the supreme court and state super
intendent shall be placed upon the official 
ballot, the secretary of state shall number 
the assembly districts consecutively from one 
to 100 in the order of their population, ac
cording to the last preceding census, begin
ning with the district having the largest pop
ulation, which shall be numbered one. 

(4) In determining the order in which the 
names of candidates for circuit judge shall be 
placed upon the ballot, the secretary of state 
shall number the assembly districts or parts 
of a district within the judicial circuit con
secutively from one upwards, in the order of 
their population, according to the last pre
ceding census, beginning with the district hav
ing the largest population, which shall be 
numbered one. 

(5) The secretary of state shall arrange the 
surnames of the candidates for each office 
alphabetically for the first assembly district; 
thereafter for each succeeding district the 
name appearing first for each office in the 
last preceding district shall be placed last. 

(6) Whenever a constitutional amendment 
or other question is required to be submitted 
to a vote of the people, the secretary of state 
shall, at the time of transmitting his official 
notice of the election at which such amend
ment or question is required to be submitted, 
include a certified copy of such amendment 
or question. 

6.20 Judicial and county supervisor elec
tion: rotation of names. (1) For the purpose 
of determining the order in which the names 
of candidates for judicial officers representing 
one county or less in area, except those speci
fied in sub. (2), shall be placed on the offi
cial ballot, the county clerk shall prepare a 
list of the election precincts in his county by 
arranging the various towns, cities and vil-' 
lages of the county in alphabetical order and 
the wards or precincts of each city, village 
or town in numerical order under the name of 
such city, village or town. 

(2) For the purpose of determining the or
der in which the names of candidates for 
judicial offices in counties having a popula
tion of 500,000 or more, shall be placed on the 
official ballot, the board of election commis
sioners shall follow the procedure in s. 6.19 
(4) and (5). 

(4) The county clerk shall arrange the 
surnames of all candidates for judicial offi
cers representing one county or less in area, 
except those specified in sub. (2), and county 
supervisors alphabetically for the first pre
cinct in the list, and thereafter, in each suc-
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ceeding precinct, the name appearing first for 
each office in the last preceding precinct 
snaIl be placed last. 

History: 1963 c. 565; 1965 c. 273. 

6.21 Publication of official ballot. (1) 
Before any primary election and general elec
tion to fill any public office or any election at 
which a constitutional or other question is 
submitted, the county or city clerk of each 
county or city· shall cause to be published a 
facsimile of the official ballot the size of 
which shall not be less than one-third the 
area of the actual ballot. 

(2) Said publication shall be preceded with 
a notice of the time and place of holding 
the election, together with information to the 
voter for marking his ballot, which notice 
and information shall be substantially in the 
form provided in s. 6.22, to be varied and 
modified according to the nature of the elec
tion. 

(3) (a) Such publication shall be made 3 
times in daily or weekly newspapers in coun
ties or cities having such, one of which publi
cations in daily papers shall be on the publi
cation day preceding the election and the oth
er 2 publications once each week previously, 
and when published in a weekly paper the 
dates shall be designated by the county clerk. 

(b) In all counties having a population 
of 500,000 or more such publication shall be 
made once in daily or weekly newspapers in 
counties or cities having such, which publica
tion in daily papers shall be on the publica
tion day preceding the election, and when 
published in a weekly paper the date shall be 
designated by the county clerk. 

(c) In any county where voting machines 
are used exclusively in one or more towns, 
cities or villages, publication of the facsimile 
of the official voting machine ballot shall be 
made once in one or more daily or weekly 
newspapers published in the town, city or 
village using such voting machines, if a news
paper be published therein, otherwise in a 
newspaper of general circulation therein. The 
newspapers and dates of publication shall be 
designated by the county clerk. 

(4) Such facsimile ballot notice, when pub
lished in a city using voting machines, shall 
include a sample ballot in the form of a dia
gram showing the face of the machine with 
the official ballot thereon, together with in
structions to the voter for the proper opera
tion of· the machine. If such ballot includes 
o~fices to be voted for, other than offices of 
the town, city or village, the cost of publica
tion of such facsimile ballot shall be pro
rated between the county and the town, city 
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or village in proportion to the amount of 
space used for each type of office. In such 
case the county clerk shall provide for the 
form of the ballot, placing thereon such 
town, city or village offices and the names of 
persons to be voted for according to informa
tion which shall be supplied him by the clerk 
of the town, city or village. The county 
clerk shall order the printing of such ballot 
and shall bill the town, city or village for its 
proper proportionate share of such cost. 

6.22 Form of facsimile ballot notice: in
formation to voters: publication and fee. 
(1) In making publication of a facsimile bal
lot notice, the county clerk shall precede the 
same with a statement substantially in the 
following form: 

FACSIMILE BALLOT NOTICE OF •••• 

ELECTION 

Office of County Clerk. 
To the Electors of. . . . County: 

Notice is hereby given that a ________ election 
is to be held in the several towns, wards, 
villages, and election precincts in the county 
of ________ , on the ____ day of ________ , 19 ____ , at 
which the officers named below are to be 
chosen. The names of the candidates for 
each office to be voted for, whose nomina
tions have been certified to or filed in this 
office, are given under the title of the office 
and under the appropriate party or other 
designation, each in its proper column, to
gether with the question submitted to a vote, 
in the sample ballot below. 

INFORMATION TO VOTERS 

The following instructions are given for the 
information and guidance of voters: 

(a) A voter upon entering the polling place 
and giving his name and residence, will re
ceive a ballot from the ballot clerk which 
must have indorsed thereon the names or 
initials of both ballot clerks, and no other 
ballot can be used. Upon receiving his ballot, 
the voter must retire alone to a booth or com
partment and prepare the same for voting. 
A ballot clerk may inform the voter as to the 
proper manner of marking a ballot, but he 
must not advise or indicate in any manner 
whom to vote for. 

(b) 1. If a voter wishes to vote for all the 
candidates nominated by any party he shall 
make a cross or other mark under the party 
designation printed at the top of the ballot in 
the circle made for that purpose. A ballot 
so marked and having no other mark will be 
counted for all the candidates of that party 
in the column underneath, unless the names of 
some of the candidates of the party have 
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been erased or a name shall be written in or a 
cross mark be placed in the square at the 
right of the name or names of candidates in 
another column. If the voter does not wish 
to vote for all the candidates nominated by 
one party he shall mark his ballot by makirtg 
a cross 0; mark in the square at the right of 
the name of the candidate for whom he in
tends to vote, or by inserting or writing in 
the name of the candidate. 

2. At a party primary election, the voter 
shall select the party ticket of his choice 
and make a cross or other mark in the square 
at the right of the name of the candidate for 
each office for whom he intends to vote, or 
by inserting or writing in the name of any 
other candidate. 

3. At an election for delegates to national 
conventions, the voter shall select the party 
ticket of his choice and make a cross or other 
mark in the circle at the head of the column 
under the name of the presidential candidate 
of his choice. If the voter' desires to vote for 
uninstructed delegates, he shall make a cross or 
other mark in the squares at the right of the 
names of the uninstructed delegates for whom 
he intends to vote. 

4. At a nonpartisan primary election, the 
voter shall place a cross or other mark in the 
square at the right of the name of the can,di
date for each office for whom he intends to 
vote, or by inserting or writing in the name 
of any other candidate. ' 

(c) A voter may vote for an entir~ group 
of candidates for presidential electors by mak
ing a cross (X) or mark in the square opposite 
the names of candidates for president anq 
vice president for whose electors he desires 
to vote. 

(d) A voter may vote upon a question 
submitted to a vote of the people by making 'a 
cross (X) or mark in the square at' the right 
of the answer which he intends to give. 

(e) The ballot should not be marked in 
any other manner. If the ballot be spoiled, it 
must be returned to the ballot clerk, who 
must issue another in its stead, but riot more 
than 3 in all shall be issued to anyone voter. 
Five minutes' time is allowed irt booth to mark 
ballot. Unofficial ballots or memorandum to 
assist the voter in marking his ballot can be 
taken into the booth, and may be used to 
copy from. The ballot must not be shown 
so that any person can see how it has been 
marked by the voter. ' 

(f) After it is marked it should be folded 
so that the inside cannot be seen, but so that 
the printed indorsements and signatures of 
the ballot clerks on the outside may be seen: 
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Then the voter should pass out of the booth 
or compartment, give his name to the ~n
spector in charge of the ballot box, hand hIm 
his ballot to be placed in the box, and pass 
out of the voting place. 

(g) A voter, who declares to the presiding 
officer that he is unable to read, or that by 
reason of physical disability he is unable to 
mark his ballot, can have assistance of 2 elec
tion officers in marking same, to be chosen 
by the voter; and if he declares that he is 
visually handicapped, he may have anyone 
assist him in marking his ballot or operating a 
voting machine. The presiding officer may 
administer an oath in his discretion, as to such 
person's disability. 

(h) The following is a facsimile of the of
ficial ballot (insert facsimile of official bal
lot) : 

________________ , County Clerk. 
(2) (a) The headline, or caption, of said 

facsimile ballot notice shall be conspicuously 
displayed, but in no case shall said caption, 
together with the necessary spacing above and 
below occupy more than 1 ~ inches in depth. 
The ;eading matter of said notice shall be 
set solid in the type of the regular reading 
matter of the paper making the publication 
but not in smaller than 6 point nor larger 
than 10 point type. The size and style of 
type and the general display of facsimile bal
lots shall conform as nearly as may be to 
those of the sample ballots printed in the 
statutes; provided, that party columns shall 
not exceed 2;i inches in width. The fee for 
such publication shall be paid for . by the 
square. 

(b) The caption, introductory paragraph 
and information to voters shall be printed but 
once in any such notice and shall be followed 
by. a facsimile of each of the ballots to be 
used at such election. Whenever possible the 
complete notice shall appear on a single page 
of the newspaper. If this be impracticable, a 
footnote, in 12 point caps, shall indicate on 
what page the notice is continued. At the 
top of each succeeding page, or column of the 
said notice, shall appear, in 12 point caps and 
figures, the notation: "For information to vo
ters and for other facsimile ballots, see page 

" 
----(3)· No other or further publication of ~o
tice provided for by this and theprecedmg 
section shall be required to be made by any 
county or city clerk, except that in cities, the 
cler~ shall· at the foot of such notice, specify 
the place of voting in such election precinct, 
a~d the hours of opening and closing the 
polls. 

See note to 6.42, citing 52 Atty. Gen. 51. 
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6.23 Separate precinct ballot: form. (1) 
There shall be printed and provided for use in 
each precinct at general elections a separate 
ballot upon which shall be printed the names, 
including given and surnames, of all candi
dates for state, congressional, legislative and 
county offices. 

(2) The several regular party tickets nomi
nated by conventions or by regularly consti
tuted and authorized committees or primaries 
shall be printed each in a separate column 
under the appropriate party designation, the 
columns to be arranged, from left to right, 
according to rank in obtaining votes at the 
last preceding general election for governor, 
that is the party receiving the largest vote 
will be placed on the left, thence the other 
parties from left to right according to their 
rank at such election. To the right hand of 
the party columns shall be one or more col
umns for independent nominations. 

(3) All columns are to be separated by 
heavy black lines not less than one-eighth of 
an inch wide. 

( 4) In each column shall be placed the 
name of each office to be voted for and di
rectly under the name of each such office 
shall appear the name, both given and sur
name, of the person nominated as a candidate 
for such office. The name of the candidate 
shall in all cases be placed in the column 
designated by the party name of that party by 
which such candidate was nominated; and if 
the person be an independent candidate, his 
name shall be placed in its proper place in 
the column or columns designated indepen
dent, together with his party designation as 
given in his nomination papers. The names 
of all candidates shall be so placed in the vitri
ous party designated columns so that names 
of the same office and the candidates for 
such office shall appear on or between the 
same horizontal lines of the ballot. After and 
to the right of the name of each candidate 
for a state or county office and within each 
party designated column there shall be a 
square, in which the voter may designate 
by a cross or other mark his choice for each 
office. 

(6) All offices to be filled, together with 
the names of the persons who are candidates 
for such offices, shall be arranged within the 
columns in the following order: 1st, state of
fices; 2nd, congressional offices; 3rd, legisla
tive offices; 4th, county offices. 

(7) At the top of each ballot shall be 
placed in letters of not less than three-eighths 
of an inch in length the words: "Official 
Ballot." Underneath the words "Official Bal-
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lot," and in plain, legible type shall appear 
the following instructions to voters: "If you 
desire to vote an entire party ticket for state, 
congressional, legislative and county offices, 
make a cross (X) or other mark in the circle 
(0) under the party designation at the head 
of the ballot. If you desire to vote for par
ticular persons without regard to party, mark 
in the square at the right of the name of the 
candidate for whom you desire to vote, if it 
be there, or write any name that you wish to 
vote for, in the proper place." There shall be 
a space at the top of each column in which 
shall be placed the party designation and un
der the party designation a circle (0) of 
three-eighths of an inch in diameter formed 
by black lines in which the voter by his mark 
may declare that he votes for all the names 
printed in that column except such as are 
erased or written over or otherwise marked 
as hereinafter specified, and under such party 
designation shall appear the names of all can
didates for state, congressional, legislative 
and county offices. 

(8) Whenever a proposed amendment to 
the constitution, or any measure or other 
question shall be submitted to a vote of the 
people, a concise statement of the nature 
thereof shall be printed in accordance with 
the act or resolution directing its submission 
upon a separate ballot provided for that pur
pose, and underneath the question as thus 
stated shall appear the words "yes" and 
"no," and after and to the right of each of 
said words there shall be a square. At the 
top of said ballot shall be printed in letters 
of not less than three-eighths of an inch in 
length the words: "Official Referendum Bal
lot." Underneath said words, and in plain, 
legible type shall appear the following in
structions to voters: "If you desire to vote 
for any question, make a cross (X) or other 
mark in the square after the word 'yes,' 
underneath such question; if you desire to 
vote against any question make a cross (X) 
or other mark in the square after the word 
'no,' underneath such question." This form of 
ballot shall be used at all elections at which 
questions are submitted to the people. 

(9) In each year in which there is to be 
elected a president and vice president of the 
United States, there shall be printed and 
provided for use in each precinct at the gen
eral election a separate ballot, to be desig
nated "Presidential Ballot," which shall be 
substantially in the form annexed, marked 
"C", except the party candidates shall be ar
ranged from top to bottom according to rank 
in obtaining votes at the last preceding gen-
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eral election for governor, that is, the party 
receiving the largest vote will be placed first 
and the others in their corresponding posi
tion. The order of names of independent 
candidates for president and vice president 
shall be alphabetical according to the candi
date for president, and such names shall fol
low the names of the party candidates for 
such offices. 

(10) (a) At the top of each presidential 
ballot shall be placed in letters of not less 
than three-eighths of an inch in length the 
words "Official Presidential Ballot." Un
derneath the words "Official Presidential 
Ballot" and in plain, legible type shall appear 
the following instruction to voters: "Make 
a cross (X) or other mark in the square oppo
site the name of the candidates for whose 
electors you desire to vote. Vote in ONE 
square only." 

(11) No pasting names over a ticket or 
over any names thereon shall be allowed and 
no name so pasted shall be counted except 
as provided in s. 5.18. 

(12) When any person is nominated for the 
same office, by more than one party or pri
mary, his name shall be placed upon the ticket 
under the designation of the party which first 
nominated him, or if he was nominated by 
more than one party or primary at the same 
time, he shall, within the time fixed by law 
for filing certificates of nomination, filed with 
the office with whom his certificate of nomi
nation is required to be filed, a written 
election indicating the party designation under 
which he desires his name to be printed on 
the ballot, and it shall be so printed. If he 
shall refuse or neglect to so file such an elec
tion, the officer with whom the certificate 
of nomination is required to be filed, shall 
place his name under the designation of 
either of the parties by which he was nomi
nated, but under no other designation what
soever. 

(13) The names of persons nominated by 
paper nominations shall be placed in the one 
or more columns designated independent; 
provided, that the name of the same individu
al shall not be placed on the ticket under the 
head of independent nominations if his name 
already appears under a party designation. 

(14) On the back and outside of every bal-
lot shall be printed the words, "Official _______ _ 
Ballot for ________ ," followed by the designa-
tion of the polling place for which the ballot 
is prepared and the date of the election, the 
official indorsement and blank certificates in 
the following forms: I certify that the 
within ballot was marked by me for an elec-
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tor incapable under . the law of marking his 
own ballot, and as directed by him. 

-------- --------, 

________ of Electon. 
-------- --------, 

_______ of ElectOll. 
(15) No party designation shall be placed 

upon the official ballots for any school or 
judicial officer. The names of candidates for 
the same office shall be placed in the same 
column. 

(16) Ballots for judicial, county supervisor, 
school and city elections shall be printed upon 
the quality of white print paper specified in 
sub. (17) (b), and shall be of sufficient size 
to afford space for the names of the several 
candidates for any office in the column un
der the proper office designation. The names 
of candidates for judicial offices and school 
superintendent shall be printed on the same 
ballot in substantially the annexed form 
marked "E." A separate ballot shall be pro
vided for county supervisors. Such ballots 
shall have similar matter printed on the back 
and outside as other official ballots are re
quired to have. 

(17) (a) The ballot provided for in sub. 
(1) and the official city ballot shall be upon 
white print paper, the presidential ballot upon 
light blue print paper, and the referendum 
ballot upon pink print paper, and shall be 
substantially as in the annexed forms marked 
respectively "A," "B," "e" and "D;" pro
vided that ballots for city elections may be 
varied in form to conform to the law under 
which such election is held. 

(b) All ballots shall be of sufficient width 
and length to afford space for all matter re
quired to be printed thereon and shall be 
printed on paper weighing 35 pounds per 
ream of sheets 24 by 36 inches; if a different 
sized sheet is used the weight per ream shall 
be proportioned as above. 

(c) No sample ballot shall be printed upon 
paper of the color provided for any official 
ballot. 

(18) A separate ballot box shall be pro
vided for each form of ballot. 

(19) All provisions of the statutes relating 
to the preparation, printing, distributing, vot
ing, counting and returning of ballots used at 
general elections for state and county offi
cers shall, as far as applicable and not incon
sistent herewith, apply to all of the ballots 
herein provided for. 

History: 1963 c. 565; 1965 c. 273; 1965 [13.32 (2) 
(d)]. 

6.24 Nonpartisan elections. No candidate 
for any judicial, school, member of county 
board in counties having a population of 
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250,000 or more, or elective city office shall 
be elected upon any party ticket, nor shall 
any designation of party or principle repre
sented be printed on the ballot used at the 
election of any such candidate. The state
ment "a nonpartisan judiciary," "a nonparti
san superintendency," or "a nonpartisan ad
ministration" shall not be deemed a designa
tion of party or principle within the meaning 
of this section. The election of members of 
such county boards, except as provided by 
s. 17.21 (5) in cases of vacancy, shall be 
held and conducted in the manner provided 
for the election of judicial officers, except 
municipal justices or justices of the peace in 
counties having a population of 300,000 or 
more, and containing an entire judicial cir
cuit for which more than one circuit judge is 
provided by law. 

History: 1961 c. 495. 

6.245 Recall of elective officers. (1) The 
qualified electors of the state or of any 
county or of any congressional, judicial or 
legislative district may petition for the recall 
of any elective officer after the first year of 
the term for which he was elected, by filing a 
petition with the officer with whom the peti
tion for nomination to such office in the 
primary election is filed, demanding the re
call of such officer. Such petition shall be 
signed by electors equal in number to at least 
25% of the vote cast for the office of gover
nor at the last preceding election, in the 
state, county or district from which such of
ficer is to be recalled. 

(2) The preparation of such petition .shall 
be governed, as to the use of more than a 
single piece of paper, the dates of signatures, 
the places of residence and the verification 
thereof, by s. 5.05, relating to nomination 
papers, so far as applicable. After the peti
tion has been filed, no name shall be erased 
or removed therefrom; and no signature shall 
be valid or be counted unless its date is less 
than 60 days preceding the date of such filing. 

(3) Within 3 days next following the of
fering of any such petition for filing, the offi
cer to whom such petition has been offered 
shall determine by careful examination the 
sufficiency or insufficiency of such petition 
and state his findings in a certificate attached 
thereto. If the petition be found insufficient, 
the particulars of such insufficiency shall be 
set forth in the certificate; and the petition 
may thereupon be amended within 5 days 
next following the making of such certificate, 
by the addition of signatures or otherwise. 
Within 2 days next following the offering of 
such amended petition for filing, such filing 
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officer shall determine by careful examination 
the sufficiency or insufficiency of the amend
ed petition and state his findings in a cer
tificate attached thereto. Forthwith upon 
finding sufficiency in such original or amended 
petition, such officer shall file the same and 
call a special election to be held not less than 
40 nor more than 45 days from such filing. 

(4) The name of the officer against whom 
the . recall petition is filed shall go on the 
ticket as a candidate at such special election 
without nomination unless he resigns within 
10 days after the original filing of such peti
tion. There shall be no primary election but 
othe~ candidates for such office may be nom
inated in the manner as is provided by law in 
primary elections and have their names 
placed on the ticket at such special election. 
The time for filing such nomination papers 
shall be not later than 5 p.m., 32 days prior 
to said special election. 

(5) The officer against whom such petition 
has. been filed shall continue to perform the 
du·ties of his office until the result of such 
special election shall have been officially de
clared. At such special election the candi
date. who shall receive the highest number of 
votes shall be deemed elected for the remain
der of the term. If the incumbent receives 
the highest number of votes he shall continue 
in office. If another receives the highest 
number of votes he shall, if he shall qualify 
within 10 days after receiving notification of 
his election, become the successor of the in
cumbent. 

(6) After one such petition and special elec
tion; no further recall petition shall be filed 
against the same officer during the term for 
which he was elected. 

(7) The purpose of this section is to facili
tate the operation of section 12, article XIII, 
of the constitution. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (e)]. 

6.25 Printing of ballots by county clerk. 
(1) Except as in this chapter otherwise pro
vided, it shall be the duty of each county 
clerk to provide printed ballots for every elec
tion for public officers to be voted for in his 
county and to cause to be printed in the 
appropriate ballot the name of every can
didate whose name· has been duly certified to 
or filed with him; such county clerk shall let 
to the lowest responsible bidder within such 
county the printing of all ballots and shall 
keep all proposals for such printing in his 
office; provided, such accepted bidder file 
with such clerk a bond in a penal sum of at 
least twice the sum of the accepted bid, signed 
by 2 sureties and conditioned for the faithful 
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performance on the part of the accepted bid
der of all the conditions duly imposed on him 
by such clerk at the time of receiving pro
posals for such printing, and provided such 
county clerk shall have power to reject all 
bids if deemed excessive and to contract for 
such printing outside of such county. 

(2) Ballots not provided by the county 
clerk shall not be cast or counted in any 
election, excepting as provided in s. 6.29(6). 

(3) But any voter may write upon his bal
lot the name of any person for whom he de
sires to vote for any office, in such place or 
so designated as to indicate the office, and 
such vote shall be counted the same as if 
printed upon the ballot and marked by the 
voter; and any voter may take with him into 
the polling place any printed or written mem
orandum or paper to assist him in marking or 
preparing his ballot, except as hereinafter oth
erwise provided. 

(5) In all general elections, including judi
cial elections, such ballots shall be printed 
and distributed solely at the expense of the 
county. 

6.26 Number and style of ballots: sample 
ballots. (1) Not later than the first day of 
August in every even-numbered year, each 
town, city and village clerk, shall certify to 
the county clerk the approximate number of 
voters in his district. 

(2) There shall be printed, in the manner 
hereinbefore provided, a sufficient number of 
ballots to provide for each voter as indicated 
in the reports filed pursuant to sub. (1). At 
the time the official ballots are printed, un
official sample ballots shall be printed upon 
tinted or colored paper, and in the same form 
as the official ballots, to an amount not ex
ceeding one-fourth of the official ballots for 
the county and 45 % of the sample ballots 
shall be held by such clerk at his office and 
shall be distributed to voters upon applica
tion therefor. Forty-five per cent of the sam
ple ballots shall be distributed among the city, 
village and town clerks and 10% of the sam
ple ballots shall be sent to the election booths 
in proportion to the number of voters as indi
cated in the report filed in accordance with 
sub. (1), to be there distributed by the in
spectors of election to voters upon applica
tion therefor. Such ballots shall be paid for 
in the same manner that the official ballots 
shall be paid for, without additional charge 
for composition. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (e)]. 

6.27 Party committees or candidates may 
order sample ballots. Any committee or 
candidate may at their own expense print a 
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supply of sample ballots, provided they bear 
on the face thereof the authorization required 
by s. 12.16. 

6.28 Election supplies. (1) Each county 
clerk shall cause to be printed in the same 
manner and at the same time that official 
ballots are printed a sufficient number of poll 
lists and other supplies required by law for 
the conduct of elections, for each precinct in 
the county. Official oaths of the inspectors, 
clerks of election and ballot clerks shall be 
printed in said poll lists. Such poll lists and 
election supplies shall be delivered by such 
clerks when the official ballots for each pre
cinct are delivered in the sealed package con
taining the official ballots. 

(2) Any county clerk, with the approval 
of the county board, may purchase or print 
for sale to any person at cost or no charge, 
official forms of nomination papers. 

6.29 Distribution of official ballots. (1) 
Each county clerk shall send the ballots 
printed pursuant to his order as provided by 
law to the proper town, village and city clerks 
in his county, so as to be received by them at 
least 10 days before a spring election and 3 
weeks before a general election. Five per cent 
of the ballots for each precinct may be sent 
to the clerk in separate packages to enable 
him to meet applications for ballots from ab
sent voters, pursuant to ss. 11.54 to 11.68 and 
11. 70, and the remainder in separate sealed 
packages with marks on the outside of each 
clearly designating the polling place for which 
they are intended and the number of ballots 
of each kind enclosed. 

(2) Each town, village and city clerk shall 
send to the proper boards of inspectors in 
his town, village or city, before the day of 
election, the unbroken packages of ballots 
so received by him from the county clerk. 

(3) Each town, village and city clerk, and 
each presiding or senior election officer, on 
receiving any package as aforesaid from a 
county or city clerk shall return to the sender 
a receipt therefor, and keep a record of the 
time when, and the manner in which, the 
several packages were received by him. 

(4) The receipts aforesaid shall be pre
served by city and county clerks for the pe
riod of one year, after which they may be 
destroyed. 

(5) In case the ballots to be furnished to 
any city, village, town or voting place shall 
fail for any reason to be duly delivered, or 
in case after delivery they shall be destroyed, 
lost or stolen, it shall be the duty of the clerk 
of such city, village or town to cause other 
ballots to be prepared in printing or writing, 
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substantially in the form of the original bal
lots; and upon receipt of such other ballots, 
accompanied by a statement under oath by 
such clerk, that the same have been so pre
pared and furnished by him to replace the 
original ballots not delivered or so destroyed, 
lost or stolen, the election officers shall cause 
the substituted ballots to be used in lieu of 
the original ballots. 

(6) If from any cause the ballots are not 
ready for distribution at any polling place as 
provided by law, or if the supply shall be 
exhausted before the polls are closed, facsimile 
unofficial ballots may be used, but the voter 
using it must, before voting, present it un
marked to the ballot clerks, have their signa
tures or initials indorsed thereon, and then he 
shall prepare it for voting. 

6.30 Construction of polling booths. All 
officers upon whom is imposed by law the 
duty of designating polling places shall, under 
the penalties elsewhere prescribed, provide 
and maintain in each polling place desig
nated by them a sufficient number of places 
or compartments, at least 24 inches wide and 
deep, with shelves for writing, which shall be 
furnished with such supplies and conveni
ences as shall enable voters to conveniently 
prepare their ballots, and each compartment 
shall be furnished with a door, screen or cur
tain of cloth so hung as to completely con
ceal the voter and anyone who may lawfully 
assist hiin from observation while marking and 
preparing his ballot, and said room shall have 
a guard rail so constructed that only persons 
within said rail can approach within 5 feet of 
the ballot boxes or such places or compart
nients. The number of such places, shelves 
or compartments shall not be less than one for 
every 50 electors who voted at the last pre
ceding general election in the district. No 
person except the officers of election, other 
than voters engaged in receiving, preparing 
or depositing ballots, shall be permitted to be 
within said rail. The expense of providing 
and maintaining such places, shelves, compart
ments, doors, screens or curtains and guard 
rails shall be provided for in the same man
ner as other election expenses. 

6.31 Party representatives for election 
precincts. Two party agents or representa
tives, and a substitute or alternate for each, 
may be appointed for each election precinct 
to act as challenger for each political party 
and its candidates and to observe the proceed
ings of election officers. Such appointments 
may be made by the county or other proper 
local committee of the party making such 
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nominations. Candidates nominated by nomi
nation papers and candidates for city offices, 
may themselves make such appointments. 
Each such appointment shall be in writing 
under the hand of the person making it, 
specifying the name and residence of the ap
pointee, election precinct for which he is ap
pointed, and the name of some substitute to 
be appointed in case of his failure to serve 
or absence from the polling place, and be filed 
with the clerk of the city, town or village at 
least 3 days before election. The clerk shall· 
thereupon issue a permit, upon a printed slip 
or card, to such appointee, which shall be his 
warrant of authority to be present during the 
election and to be inside the railed enclosure 
during the counting of the ballots. If any 
person so appointed as agent fails to serve 
or is absent for any part of election day, the 
clerk may issue a permit to the substitute or 
alternate, who may act instead of such ab
sentee or person failing to serve. 

6.32 Election inspectors and clerks. (1) 
Except as otherwise provided, there shall be 
3 inspectors, 2 clerks of election and 2 ballot 
clerks at each poll at every election held 
under this title, each of whom shall be a qual
ified elector in the election precinct, except 
for election boards serving more than one pre
cinct pursuant to s. 6.045, and said electors 
shall be able to read and write the English 
language understandingly and not a candidate 
to be voted for at such election. Provided, 
that at Jlolls where voting machines are used 
ballot clerks shall not be employed. Not 
more than 2 of such inspectors, nor one of 
said clerks of election, nor one of said ballot 
clerks, shall be members of the same political 
party, but each one of said officers shall be a 
member of one of the 2 political parties 
which cast the largest vote in the precinct at 
the last preceding general election, the party 
which cast the largest vote being entitled to 2 
inspectors, one clerk and one ballot clerk, 
and the party receiving the next largest vote 
being entitled to the remainder of said offi
cers. The basis for such division shall be the 
vote of each party for its presidential elector 
receiving the la rgest vote, or for its candidate 
for governor in a nonpresidential election year, 
at the last preceding general· election. 

(ia) The governing body of any city, vil
lage or town may by ordinance, not less than 
60 days prior to any election, reduce the 
number of election officials, and may provide 
for a redistribution of the duties among the 
remaining officials, and may in like manner 
modify or rescind such action. 

(3) The governing body of any city, vil-
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lage or town may by resolution, not less than 
60 days prior to any election, authorize the 
clerk of such city, village or town to select 
tabulators at compensation fixed by the gov
erning body who shall assist and be under the 
direction of the election inspectors after the 
close of the polls. 

(4) (a) The mayor of every city, except 
cities having 500,000 or more inhabitants, 
shall nominate to the common council thereof, 
and the president of every village shall nomi
nate to the village board of trustees thereof, 
and the chairman of every town shall nomi
nate to the town board at the first regular 
meeting of such council and of such village 
or town board in February of each year in 
which a general election is to be held, and if 
no such meeting is held, then at a special 
meeting, which he shall call for such purpose 
on the last Tuesday of said month, 3 persons 
for inspectors of election, 2 for clerks of 
election, and 2 for ballot clerks, in each elec
tion district therein. In such cities, villages 
and towns in counties having a population of 
more than 500,000, such appointments shall 
be made in February of each odd-numbered 
year. 

(b) Except in cities of the 1 st and 2nd 
classes such inspectors, clerks and ballot 
clerks shall be chosen from a list which shall 
contain not less than twice as many names 
as the number of appointments to be made 
submitted to the mayor of the city, or to the 
president of the village, or to the chairman 
of the town for that purpose by the regular 
county, town, precinct or city committee of 
the aforesaid 2 parties. Such list shall be 
submitted by the chairman from each ward or 
town to the city, county, town or precinct 
committee, and only such persons so selected 
by the chairman from each ward or town 
shall act as such election officials, which list 
shall bear the signature of the chairman and 
secretary of said county, city, town or pre
cinct committee. In case no such list is 
submitted to a town chairman, president of 
the village or mayor of the city he shall 
nominate to the town or village board or city 
councilor commission such election officials 
as he sees fit. This paragraph shall apply in 
cities of the 2nd class except that in such 
cities such list need not contain twice as 
many names as there are appointments to be 
made. 

(c) Such common councilor board of trus
tees or town board shall immediately approve 
or disapprove such nominations. If they 
disapprove as to any such nominee, the mayor 
or president or town chairman shall immedi-
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ately nominate another person, qualified as 
aforesaid, from the list of the 2 committees 
representing the 2 parties which cast the 
largest vote in said district in the last gen
eral election, and the mayor or village presi-

, dent or town chairman shall continue to do so 
until the requisite number shall have been 
nominated and confirmed at such meeting. 

(d) The persons so appointed inspectors, 
clerks and ballot clerks shall hold their offices 
for 2 years and until their successors are ap
pointed and qualified, and shall act as such 
officers at every primary, general, municipal 
and special election following their appoint
ment held within their respective districts 
during such term. 

(e) At the first election following their ap
pointment, the inspectors shall elect one of 
their number as chairman of inspectors, who 
shall serve for the term for which he was 
elected as an inspector. If a vacancy exists, 
for any cause, in the position of chairman of 
inspectors, the inspectors present shall elect 
one of their number to serve as chairman 
until such vacancy is removed. 

(f) If at any election there shall be a va
cancy at the polls caused by the candidacy, 
sickness, or from any other cause, of any 
election official required to be in attendance 
at a poIling place, such vacancy shall be 
filled by temporary appointment by the city, 
town or village clerk of the city, town or 
village in which the poIling place is located, 
from a list of eligible persons submitted by 
the county party committee of each of the 
2 predominant political parties in the case of 
villages or towns, and the city party com
mittee in the case of cities. In the event 
that no such list is submitted such clerk may 
appoint any elector in the voting district. 
Such emergency appointment shall be for the 
day only. 

(g) Within 5 days after the appointment 
and confirmation of inspectors of election, 
clerks of election and ballot clerks in cities, 
towns or villages, the clerk of each city, town 
or village shall transmit a notice thereof to 
each such appointee. Such inspectors of elec
tion, clerks of election and ballot clerks shall, 
within 10 days after the mailing of such no
tice, file with the clerk of such city, town or 
village an oath of office substantially in the 
following form: 

I, A. B., ________ of election in the ________ of 
____________ , county of ________ , do hereby solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I wiII support the con
stitution of the United States and the consti
tution of the state of Wisconsin and will per-
form the duties of ________ of election according 
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to law and will studiously endeavor to prevent 
all fraud and deceit in conducting the same. 
So help me God. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this ________ day of ________ , A.D. 19 ___ _ 

And no other or further oath of office shall 
be required of said officers during the term 
for which he was elec;ted. Any person ap
pointed to fill a vacancy on such board of 
inspectors, ballot clerks or poll clerks, shall 
before entering upon the duties of his office 
take and subscribe an oath of office similar 
in form to the above and any inspector of 
election who has taken and filed an oath of 
office may administer said oath. Any in
spector having taken and filed the oath of 
office as above prescribed may administer any 
oath required by law in conducting registra
tions or elections. 

(h) The council of a city or the village 
board of a village or the town board of a 
town may require that all persons named on 
the list pursuant to par. (b) shall establish 
their ability to read and write the English 
language, with a general knowledge of election 
laws. Examinations to determine whether 
parties named as election officials meet the 
qualifications may be conducted by the clerk, 
board of election commissioners or such other 
officers as the councilor village board shall 
designate. 

(5) Whenever a list required by sub. (4) 
(b) shall not have been submitted prior to 
the end of January in even-numbered years, 
then appointments may be made until such 
list is submitted, and pursuant to sub. (4) 
(f), regardless of any such list. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (e)l. 

6.325 Compensation of election officers. 
A reasonable compensation of not less than $5 
per day shall be paid to inspectors and clerks 
of election, and to ballot clerks, county can
vassers and messengers employed and per
forming duties under this chapter, to be fixed 
by the town, village or county board or com
mon council, and paid from the treasury of 
the town, village, county or city by which 
employed. Every messenger sent by the gov
ernor, secretary of state or state board of 
canvassers shall be paid out of the state treas
ury a reasonable compensation to be fixed 
by the secretary of state, and charged to the 
proper appropriation for the state officer or 
board dispatching such messenger. 

6.34 District board of canvassers. The 
inspectors of election shall constitute the board 

114 

of canvassers of their respective precincts, 
wards or election districts. Previous to re
ceiving any ballot the inspectors, clerks of 
election and ballot clerks shall severally take 
an oath or affirmation to support the consti
tution of the United States, the constitution 
of this state, and to perform the duties of in
spectors (clerks or ballot clerks, as the case 
may be) of election according to law, and 
to studiously endeavor to prevent all fraud, 
deceit or abuse in conducting the same. Said 
oath or affirmation shall be in writing, be 
subscribed by the person taking the same, and 
annexed to, and returned with, the poll list 
to the county clerk. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (i) l. 

6.35 Opening and closing of polls. (1) 
In all cities of 10,000 inhabitants and over, 
except in 1st class cities, not counting in
mates of any state penal institution or insane 
hospital therein situated, the polls at the 
general election shall be opened at 6 o'clock 
in the morning and closed at 8 o'clock in the 
evening, except that in any city of the 2nd 
or 3rd class the governing body may by ordi
nance determine that the polls shall be opened 
not later than 7 o'clock nor earlier than 6 
o'clock in the morning and closed not earlier 
than 7 o'clock nor later than 8 o'clock in the 
evening. In cities of the 1st class the polls 
shall be opened at 7 o'clock in the morning 
and closed at 8 o'clock in the evening. In 
cities of the 4th class and in villages the 
polls at said election shall be opened at 9 
o'clock in the morning and closed at 5 :30 
o'clock in the evening. Any voter awaiting 
his turn to vote, whether within the polling 
booth or in the line outside the booth at the 
time of the closing of the polls, shall be 
permitted to vote. 

(2) In cities of the 4th class and in vil
lages the city councilor village board may 
extend the time during which said polls shall 
be open to an hour not earlier than 6 o'clock 
in the morning, nor later than 8 o'clock in the 
everting. Such change in time fixed for the 
opening or closing of the polls shall not be
come effective unless notice thereof shall have 
been given at least 30 days before the election 
by publication in a newspaper, if there be one 
in the town, City or village, once a week for 3 
successive weeks, and if there be none, by 
posting such notice in 3 public places therein. 
If the extension has been made by ordinance 
applicable to all elections, the notice re
quired herein shall be published for the first 
election to which the extension shall apply. 

(3) In towns, the polls shall be opened at 
nine o'clock in the morning and closed at 
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5 :30 o'clock in the evening, except that the 
town board may extend the time during 
which said polls shall remain open to an hour 
not earlier than 6 o'clock in the morning, nor 
later than 8 o'clock in the evening. Notice 
of such change shall be given as provided in 
sub. (2). 

6.36 Ballot clerks. (1) The ballot clerks 
shall only serve on election day. It shall be 
their duty to take charge of the official bal
lots, write their names or initials upon the 
back of each ballot, fold it in proper manner 
to be deposited, and deliver to each voter as 
he enters the booth one ballot duly folded 
and indorsed. They may, if requested by 
any voter, instruct him as to the proper man
ner of marking his ballot, but shall give no 
advice nor suggestions, nor express any pref
erence, nor make any requests as to the per
son or ticket the voter shall vote for. 

(2) Any election official who shall fail to 
properly write his name or initials upon a 
ballot or who shall deliver to any voter a 
ballot not properly indorsed as required by 
sub. (1) shall be disqualified frqm acting as 
such official and shall be fined $5. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (d), (I)]. 

6.37 Method of voting. On receiving his 
ballot the elector shall forthwith, and without 
leaving the polling place, retire alone to one 
of the booths or compartments to prepare the 
same. An elector may use or copy an un
official sample ballot which may have been 
marked in advance of his entering the polling 
place, but he shall not use or bring into such 
place any such ballot printed upon paper of 
the color or quality required to be used for 
printing official ballots. After preparing his 
ballot, the elector shall fold it so that its 
face will be concealed and so that the printed 
indorsement and signatures or initials of the 
ballot clerks there'on may be seen. Each elec
tor, having prepared his ballot as hereinbefore 
provided, shall, publicly at the poll where he 
offers to vote, deliver in person to one of the 
inspectors a single official ballot, and the 
inspector receiving the same shall, ,vithout 
opening it or permitting it to be opened or 
examined, deposit it in the box. 

History: 1961 c. 33. 

6.38 Exclusive individual use of election 
compartment. No more than one person shall 
be permitted to occupy any shelf or com
partment at one time,' except when assistance 
may be required for marking a ballot, and 
not longer than 5 minutes when the other 
shelves or compartments are occupied. It 
shall be the duty of the presiding election 
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officer for the time being to enforce the ob
servance of this provision, and to prevent any 
person from taking any notice how another 
person marks his ballot, unless required to 
assist as provided in s. 6.40. Any voter who 
shall, by accident or mistake, spoil or er
roneously prepare his ballot may, on return
ing the same, receive another; but not to 
exceed 3 in all. 

6.39 Aid in marking ballot. (1) Any vot
er who declares to the presiding election offi
cer that he is such, that he cannot read or 
write, or that by physical disability, other 
than total blindness, he is unable to mark his 
ballot, shall be informed that he may have 
assistance, and when such assistance shall be 
requested, 2 of the inspectors, clerks or ballot 
clerks shall be selected by such voter to assist 
him in marking his ballot, which inspectors, 
clerks or ballot clerks shall not be of the same 
political party, and such officers selected to 
assist shall certify on the outside of the ballot 
that it was marked with their assistance, and 
shall thereafter give no information regarding 
the same. In case the voter is totally blind 
or his vision is so impaired he cannot read the 
ballot he may be assisted by any person cho
sen by him from' among the legal voters of 
the county in which the voting precinct is 
located. Such person so selected by any 
such voter shall retire to the booth or com
partment with the elector, and shall read to 
him the names of all the candidates on the 
ballot for each office, and ask him, "Which 
one do you vote for?" and the ballot shall be 
marked according to his expressed preference, 
and such person so selected to assist shall 
thereafter give no information regarding the 
same. 

(2) The presiding officer at the election 
may, in his discretion, require such ,declaration 
of disability to be made by the voter under 
oath, and may administer such oath. Intoxi
cation shall not be regarded as a physical 
disability, and no intoxicated person shall for 
that reason be entitled to assistance in mark
ing his ballot. After a ballot has been marked 
for a voter he shall not show it to any person, 
except that it may be submitted to another 
election officer, or if a blind man, to such 
person as he may select to ascertain if it has 
been marked as he desired, The clerk shall 
enter upon the poll list after the name of any 
elector who had assistance in marking his bal
lot a memorandum stating that the ballot was 
marked by 2 inspectors, clerks or ballot clerks, 
or by a person selected by a blind man. This 
section shall apply to the marking of ballots 



6.39 ELECTIONS 

upon which any question is submitted to a 
vote of the people. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (e)]. 

6.40 Receipt of ballot at door. If it shall 
be announced to the inspectors of any pre
cinct that a voter is at the door who is unable 
to enter the poIling place without assistance, 
they may, in their discretion, appoint one of 
their number to take an official ballot and go 
to the entrance of such place and present it 
to such physically disabled person, and assist 
him in marking it, if such person desires him 
to do so. When the ballot shall have been 
marked it shall be folded and immediately 
taken into the polling place, whereupon the 
inspector shall distinctly announce that he 
holds in his hand "a ballot offered by __________ _ 
(naming the person), a person who is phy
sically disabled from entering the room with
out assistance." He shall then ask, "Does 
anyone object to the reception of this bal
lot?" If no objections are offered the ballot 
shall be deposited in the box, and a minute 
shall be made on the poll book by the 
clerks of election thus: "Ballot received at 
the door." In case objection is made to the 
reception of the ballot by any qualified elector 
present the inspectors shall decide upon the 
objection, and if they deem it well founded 
shaH destroy the ballot; otherwise it shall be 
deposited; if the ballot is destroyed the 
inspectors shall immediately notify the voter 
of the fact. 

6.41 Signature of ballot clerks on ballots. 
Any person who shall knowingly deposit a 
ballot in the ballot box upon which ballot the 
names or initials of the ballot clerks, or those 
of the issuing town, city, village or county 
clerk, do not appear shall be punished as pro
vided in s. 939.61, and in the canvass of the 
votes any baHot which is not indorsed by the 
signatures or autograph initials of such clerks 
shall be void, not counted, and be treated 
and preserved as a defective ballot. 

6.42 Ascertainment of intent of voter. 
All ballots cast at any election shall be 
counted for the persons for whom they were 
intended, so far as such intent can be ascer
tained therefrom. In determining the intent 
the following rules shall be observed: 

(1) If the elector shall place on his ballot 
at a general election a cross mark or other 
equivalent mark or symbol under a party 
designation, at the head of the column, in or 
near the space indicated for that purpose, he 
shall be deemed to have voted for all the 
candidates whose names appear in the col
umn under such mark, unless some name or 
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names shall be erased, or some name shall be 
written in, or unless in some other column 
he shall have placed a mark in the square at 
the right of the name of some other candi
date for the same office. 

(2) At all elections, whether general or 
other, when the voter shall place a mark 
against 2 or more names for the same office, 
when only one candidate is to be chosen for 
the office, he shall be deemed to have voted 
for none of them, and the ballot shall not be 
counted for either candidate therefor. 

(3) If an elector shall mark his ballot with 
a cross mark (X), or any other marks, as 

I,A,V,O,/,Y,+, 
within the square after, at the right of the 
name of any candidate, or at any place within 
the space in which the name appears indi
cating an intent to vote for such person, it 
shall be deemed a sufficient vote for the can
didate whose name it is opposite. 

(4) When the elector shall have written 
the name of a person in the proper place for 
writing the same he shall be deemed to have 
voted for that person, although he shaH have 
omitted to erase the name printed in the 
same column for the same office, or shall have 
made a mark against the same or against any 
other name for the same office, or omitted to 
mark against the name written. 

(5) A ballot put in without any marks shall 
not be counted and a ballot not marked at the 
top shall be counted only for the persons for 
whom the marks therein are applicable. 

(6) In counting presidential ballots, votes 
shaH be counted as having been cast for the 
electors of the candidates after whose names 
the voter has made the mark indicating his 
choice thereof. 

Where a voter had attempted to blot out his 
"XU mark and had not indicated a vote for the 
other candidate, the court could hold that he 
intended not to vote for the candidate. Schmidt 
v. West Bend Board of Canvassers, 18 W (2d) 
316, 118 NW (2d) 154. 

Discussion of statutes regulating the interpre
tation of the intent of voters in marking ballots 
under party and by individual names. 52 Atty. 
Gen. 51. 

6.43 Court order to correct errors in bal
lots and notices. Whenever it shall appear by 
affidavit that an error or omission has oc
curred in the publication of the names, de
scription of candidates, or in the printing of 
the baHots, the circuit court of the proper 
county, or the presiding judge thereof, may, 
upon application by any elector, by order, 
summarily require the county or city clerk to 
correct such error, or to show cause why it 
should not be corrected, and by order cause 
such correction to be forthwith made after 
such hearing. 
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6.44 Checking registry list: swearing in 
voters. (1) In precincts where registration 
is required, on any election or primary day, 
the inspectors shall designate one or more 
election officials, at the opening of the polls, 
who shall check the name of every elector 
voting in such district whose name is on the 
registry and enter thereafter his voting num
ber. Any person whose name is not on the 
registry, but who is an eligible voter therein 
shall, nevertheless, be entitled to vote at such 
election upon compliance with the following 
provisions, and not otherwise, namely: 

(a) He shall at the time he requests his 
ballot, deliver to the inspectors a certificate 
that he has filed an affidavit as provided in 
sub. (2). 

(b) The inspectors shall keep a list of the 
names and residences of the electors voting 
whose names are not on said completed regis
try, attach such list to the registry, and re
turn it, together with all such certificates, to 
the proper town, city or village clerk, or the 
election commission in cities of the 1st class. 

(2) Every qualified elector who has failed 
to register as provided by law may at any 
time after the close of registration deliver to 
the clerk of the municipality, or his authorized 
deputy, his affidavit in which he shall state 
that he is a resident of the election precinct 
in which he offers to vote, naming the same, 
that he is entitled to vote therein, that he 
has resided in said election precinct 10 days 
next preceding said election, giving the street 
and number of his residence, that he is a citi
zen of the United States, that he is 21 years 
of age, and that he has resided in the state 
one year next preceding said election. In 
cities of the 1st class said affidavit shall be 
delivered to the duly authorized representative 
of the election commission. Said affidavit 
shall be substantiated by the affidavit of 2 
freeholders, electors in such precinct, corro
borating all the material statements therein. 
Such affidavits of freeholders and electors 
shall be signed in the presence of the city 
clerk or election commission or duly author
ized representative thereof. No compensa
tion shall be paid or received for taking or 
certifying any such affidavit. No one free
holder shall be competent to make at any 
one election, corroborating affidavits for more 
than 5 voters. All such affidavits shall be 
sworn to before some officer authorized by 
the laws of this state to administer oaths. 

(3) Upon the filing of the affidavits re
quired by this section, the election official 
shall issue a certificate addressed to the in
spectors of the proper precinct directing that 
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such elector be permitted to cast his ballot. 
Such certificate shall be numbered serially, 
made in duplicate and one copy preserved in 
the office of the clerk of the municipality, or 
the election commission in cities of the 1st 
class. 

(4) Upon his own initiative the clerk of the 
municipality, or the secretary of the election 
commission in cities of the 1st class, may, or, 
upon petition of 5 qualified electors, shall re
fer any affidavits filed under this section to 
the chief of police, or corresponding peace of
ficer, for verification. 

(4a) No such affidavit shall be made on 
the day on which the polls are open, except 
for changes of address by registered voters. 

(5) Any person who violates this section, 
or who falsifies any affidavit filed pursuant to 
this section, shall be fined not less than $25 
nor more than $200 or imprisoned for not 
more than 6 months, or both. Each viola
tion of this section shall constitute a separate 
and distinct offense. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (d), (e), (1)1. 

6.45 Poll lists: keeping and disposition. 
The clerks of election shall keep 2 poll lists 
on which shall be entered the full name and 
post-office address of each person voting at 
such election in the order in which their bal
lots are cast; and on request of the inspectors 
each elector shall state his full name and 
post-office address before the ballot shall be 
received. 

(2) When any person shall have taken the 
oath provided in s. 6.44 before voting, the 
clerk shall write at the end of such person's 
name on the poll list the word "Sworn." 

(3) On the day following the election, one 
of said poll lists and one copy of the registry 
so kept and checked shall be attached together 
and filed in the office of the proper town, 
city or village clerk, and one of said poll lists 
and copy of the registry shall, with all (:on
venient dispatch and within 2 days after the 
election, be returned to the county clerk with 
the returns of the election. 

6.46 Ballot boxes: construction. There 
shall be provided and kept by the clerk of 
each town, city or village, at the expense 
thereof, suitable ballot boxes for each poll 
therein, with a suitable lock and key to each, 
and there shall be one opening through the 
lid of each such box of no larger size than 
shall be sufficient to admit a single closed 
ballot. 

6.47 Opening and closing of ballot boxes. 
The inspectors of election, or one of them, 
immediately before proclamation is made of 
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the opening of the polls, shall open the ballot 
boxes in the presence of the people there as
sembled, and turn them upside down, so as 
to empty them of everything that may be in 
them, and lock them; and they shall not be 
reopened until the close of the polls for the 
purpose of counting the ballots therein. 

6.49 Preparation of poll lists. At every 
poll where a registry of electors is requireci, 
every elector at the time of offering his ballot 
shall truly state the street and number of the 
house or tenement, if numbered, or other lo
cation, in which he resides, and the clerks 
of election shall truly enter in the appropriate 
column of the poll lists, opposite his name, 
the street and number or other location of 
such house or tenement, or the name of the 
hotel or boarding house, and if such house or 
tenement be not numbered the clerks shall en
ter "Not Numbered." If any elector offering 
to vote at any such poll shall refuse to make 
such statement, his ballot shall not be re
ceived. The clerks shall also enter upon the 
poll lists, opposite the name of every elec
tor so voting whose name was not duly regis
tered, the words, "Not Registered." 

6.50 Challenges. Each inspector shall, 
and any elector of the county may, challenge 
every person offering to vote whom he shall 
know or suspect not to be duly qualified as 
an elector. If such a person is challenged 
as unqualified, one of the inspectors shall 
tender to him the following oath or affirma
tion: You do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that you will fully and truly answer all such 
questions as shall be put to you touching 
your place of residence and qualifications as 
an elector of this election; and shall there
upon put questions as follows: 

(1) If a person be challenged as unquali
fied on the ground that he is not a citizen: 
Are you a citizen of the United States? 

(2) If the person be challenged as unquali
fied on the ground that he has not resided in 
this state for one year immediately preceding 
the election: 

(a) How long have you resided in this state 
immediately preceding this election? 

(b) Have you been absent from this. state 
within the year immediately preceding this 
election? If yes, then-

(c) When you left, did you leave for a 
temporary purpose, with the design of return
ing, or for the purpose of remaining away? 

(d) What state or territory did you regard 
as your home while absent? 

(e) Did you, while absent, vote in any 
other state or territory? 
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(3) If the person be challenged as unquali
fied on the ground that he is not a resident 
of the election district where he offers his 
vote: 

(a) When did you last come into this elec
tion district? 

(b) Did you come for a temporary pur
pose merely, or for the purpose of making it 
your home? 

(c) Did you come into this election district 
for the purpose of voting therein? 

(d) Have you now and have you had for 
the last 10 days a voting residence in this 
election district? If so, what is the particular 
description, name and location of your resi
dence? 

(e) Have you registered to vote at this 
election at any other place within this state? 

(f) If single, do you board for part of the 
week, month or year with your parents? 

(g) If you have no parents, or are self
supporting, have you registered to vote in 
this election district? 

(h) Will you file your next income tax re
turn with the assessor of incomes for this 
county as a resident of this election district? 

( 4 ) If the person be challenged as unquali
fied on the ground that he is not 21 years of 
age: Are you 21 years of age to the best of 
your knowledge and belief? 

(5) If the person be challenged as unquali
fied on the ground that he has made or be
come directly or indirectly interested in any 
bet or wager depending upon the result of 
such election: 

(a) Have you made in any manner any bet 
or wager depending upon the result of this 
election, or on the election of any person for 
whom votes may be cast at this election? 

(b) Are you in any manner, directly or 
indirectly, interested in any bet or wager de
pending in any way whatever upon the result 
of this election? 

( 6) If the person be challenged as unquali
fied on the ground that he has been convicted 
of treason, felony or bribery and not subse
quently restored to Civil rights: 

(a) Have you ever been tried or convicted 
in this state of any crime? If yes, then-

(b) Of what crime, when and in what court 
were you so convicted? 

(c) Have you in any manner since such 
conviction been restored to civil rights, and 
if yes, how? 

(7) If the person be challenged as unquali
fied on the ground that he has been engaged, 
directly or indirectly, in a duel, either as 
principal or accessory: 

(a) Have you ever been engaged in any 
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duel, directly or indirectly, either as principal 
or as. a second, or in counseling or aiding ei
ther principal or second in a duel? And if 
yes, then-

(b) When and where, and had you before 
that time been an inhabitant of this state? 

(9) The inspectors, or one of them, shall 
put such other questions to the person chal
lenged as may be necessary to test his qualifi
cations as an elector at such election. 

,6.51 Rules for determining residence of 
elector. In determining the question of resi
dence as a qualification to vote, the following 
rules, so far as applicable, shall govern, and if 
a person offering to vote be challenged as un
qualified on the ground of residence, the in
spectors shall admonish him of such rules, and 
put to him such further questions as shall be 
proper to elicit the facts in respect thereto, 
namely: 

(1) As prescribed in the constitution, no 
person shall be deemed to have lost his resi
dence in this state by reason of his absence on 
business of the United States or this state' 
and no soldier, seaman or marine in the arm; 
or navy of the United States shall be deemed 
a resident of this state inconsequence of 
being stationed within the same. 

(2) That place shall be considered and 
held to be the residence of a person in which 
his habitation is fixed, without any present 
intention of removing therefrom, and to which, 
whenever he is absent, he has the intention 
of returning. 

(3) A person shall not be. considered or 
held to have lost his residence who shall leave 
his home and go into another state or county, 
town or ward of this state for temporary 
purposes merely, with an intention of return
ing. 

(4) A person shall not be considered to 
have gained a residence in any town, ward or 
village of this state into which he shall have 
come for temporary purposes merely. 

(5) If a person remove to another state 
with an intention to make it his permanent 
residence, he shall be considered and held to 
have lost his residence in this state. 

(6) If a person remove to another state 
with the intention of remaining there for an 
indefinite time and· as a place of present resi
dence, he shall be considered and held to have 
lost his residence in this state, notwithstand
ing he may entertain an intention to return 
at some future period. 

(7) The place where a married man's fam
ily resides shall generally be considered and 
held to be his residence; but if it is a place 
of temporary establishment for his family, or 
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for transient objects, it shall be otherwise. 
(8) If a married man has his family fixed 

in one place and does his business in another, 
the former shall be considered and held to 
be his residence. 

(9) The mere intention to acquire a new 
residence, without removal, shall avail noth
ing; neither shall removal without intention. 

(10) If a person shall go into another state 
and while there exercise the right of a citizen 
by voting, he shall be considered and held to 
have lost his residence in this state. 

(11) No person shall be deemed to have 
gained a voting residence in any town, city 
or village in this state by remaining therein 
as an inmate of any county home or other 
charitable institution; provided that his right 
as a qualified elector to vote in the town, city 
or village of his fixed place of residence, prior 
to his becoming an inmate of such institution, 
shall not be abridged. Nor shall any other 
eligible elector, receiving poor or unemploy
ment relief, be denied his right to vote in any 
town, ward or village in which he has gained 
a voting residence, notwithstanding his legal 
settlement for poor relief may b.e elsewhere. 

(12) If· an unmarried person sleeps in one 
ward and boards in another, the place where 
he sleeps shall be considered his residence. 
Any registered voter who shall remove from 
one precinct to another in the same ward or 
town between the last registration day and 
election day shall, upon presentation of affi
davits from the inspectors of the precinct 
from which he removes, showing registration 
in such precinct, be considered a resident of 
the precinct to which he has moved and shall 
be entitled to vote therein. 

(13) If an unmarried person be em
ployed on a railroad, boat or stage line or is a 
student or teacher and boards at different 
places for part of the week, month or year, if 
one of those places be with his parents, that 
place shall be considered his residence unless 
he has, by registering to vote elsewhere or by 
the performance of some other kindred act, 
elected some other place as his residence. If 
he has no parents and has not registered at 
any other place, he shall be asked: Do you 
consider this your place of residence, and have 
you so considered it for the past 10 days in 
preference to any other place? If he answers 
in the affirmative he shall be entitled to all 
the privileges and be subject to all of the 
duties of other citizens in such place in the 
matter of voting, jury service, poll taxes and 
assessments for taxes. 

(14) Each guest of any national or state 
home for soldiers in this state, or of any old 
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peoples' home supported as a benevolence, 
shall be deemed to reside in the town, city or 
village, in which said home shall be located, 
and in the election district in which he shall 
sleep, unless such guest shall elect to treat his 
fixed place of residence, prior to his becoming 
a guest of such home, as his place of voting 
residence. 

6.52 Marking ballot of challenged voter. 
Whenever the right of any person offering to 
vote is challenged for any cause recognized by 
law, if the inspectors shall determine to re
ceive his vote, after the provisions of law are 
complied with, they shall, before depositing 
his ballot in the box, write or cause to be 
written upon the back of such ballot the 
number of such challenged person upon the 
tally sheet or voting list kept at such election. 

6.53 Oath to challenged voter. If the per
son challenged shall refuse to answer fully 
any questions so as aforesaid put to him, the 
inspectors shall reject his vote. If the chal
lenge be not withdrawn after the person of
fering to vote shall have answered such ques
tions, one of the inspectors shall then tender 
to him the following oath or affirmation: 
You do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case 
may be) that you are 21 years of age; that 
you are a citizen of the United States; that 
you have resided in this state one year next 
preceding this election; that you are now a 
resident of this election district and have been 
for the last 10 days; that you have not voted 
at this election, and that you have not made 
any bet or wager or become directly or in
directly interested in any bet or wager de
pending upon the result of this election, and 
that you are not on any other ground dis
qualified to vote at this election. If the per
son challenged shall refuse to take such oath 
or affirmation his vote shall be rejected; but 
if he shall then take such oath his vote shall 
be received; provided, that the requirements 
of law respecting registration, when applicable, 
have been complied with by such person. 

6.54 Qualifications of voters. The in
spectors shall reject the vote of any person 
under guardianship, non compos mentis or 
insane. 

6.56 Preservation of order. The inspectors 
shall possess full authority to maintain order 
and to enforce obedience to their lawful 
commands during an election and during the 
canvass of votes. If any person shall refuse 
to obey their lawful commands or by disor
derly conduct in their presence or hearing 
interrupt or disturb their proceedings, they 
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may order any constable or other person to 
take him into custody during the election. 

6.57 Canvass of votes at elections. As 
soon as the poll of the election shall be finally 
closed the inspectors shall proceed immedi
ately to canvass publicly, in the presence of 
all persons desiring to attend the same, the 
votes received at such poll, and continue 
without adjournment until the canvass is com
pleted and the statements hereinafter required 
are made. They shall commence by a com
parison of the poll lists and the correction of 
any mistakes therein, until they shall be 
found or made to agree. The box shall then 
be opened and the ballots therein taken out 
and counted by the inspectors, unopened, ex
cept so far as to ascertain whether each bal
lot is single; and if 2 or more ballots be 
found so folded together as to present the 
appearance of a single ballot, they shall be 
laid aside until the count of the ballots is 
completed; and if, upon a comparison of the 
count and the appearance of such ballots, a 
majority of the inspectors shall be of opinion 
that the ballots thus folded together were 
voted by one elector they shall be destroyed. 
If the ballots in the box shall be found to 
exceed in number, after any such ballots 
folded together are destroyed, the whole num
ber of votes shown by the poll lists, they 
shall be replaced in the box, and one of the 
inspectors shall publicly draw therefrom by 
chance, and without examination thereof, and 
destroy so many ballots unopened as shall be 
equal to such excess. The number of ballots 
agreeing, or so as aforesaid being made to 
agree, with the poll lists, the inspectors shall 
then proceed to open and count and ascertain 
the number of votes. 

6.58 Announcement of results of canvass; 
statement. The canvass being completed, the 
inspectors shall then publicly announce the re
sult thereof, from the tally sheet specifying 
the whole number of votes cast for each of
fice and each person to fill the same respec
tively, and for and against each proposition 
voted for, and immediately complete the in
spectors' statement in duplicate, which shall be 
combined with the tally sheet setting forth 
therein, in words at length as well as figures, 
the whole number of votes given for each of
fice at such election, the names of all persons 
for whom votes were given as shown upon 
the ballots, the number of votes so given for 
each person, and the number of votes given 
for and against each proposition voted for, if 
any, at such election, and the number of the 
last voter as shown by the poll list, which 
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statements they shall certify to be correct, 
and subscribe with their names. The clerks 
of election, except in cities of the 1st class, 
shall also certify to the correctness of the 
tally sheets. 

6.59 Returns of election. The chairman 
of the inspectors or one of them appointed by 
him shall not later than 2 p.m. of the day 
following each primary and election, deliver to 
the clerk of the town, city or village one of 
said tally sheet statements and poll lists, to 
be filed and preserved in his office, and shall 
deliver the other tally sheet statement and 
one poll list to the county clerk, they having 
been by the inspectors carefully sealed up, 
with the oaths of the inspectors and clerks 
affixed, in an envelope properly directed to 
such clerlc The person delivering such re
turns shall receive as compensation therefor 
such sum as the governing body or the elec
tion commission of the town, city or village 
shall determine, to be paid out of the town, 
city or village treasury. In towns the person 
delivering such tally sheet statement and poll 
list shall also receive mileage for each mile 
traveled in going to and returning from the 
county clerk's office by the most usual trav
eled route at the rate of 6 cents per mile, 
such mileage to be paid by the town. 

6.591 Neglect to make election returns. 
If the person to whom the returns specified in 
s. 6.59 are delivered shall fail or neglect to 
send or deliver them to the county clerk with
in the time specified in said section for that 
purpose, he shall be liable for all expenses 
incurred in procuring such returns by special 
messenger or otherwise, and shall be fined not 
exceeding $100, or imprisoned not more than 
20 days or both. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (1)]. 

6.592 Neglect to deliver statement. Any 
person who accepts from any board of election 
inspectors the statement of the canvass of the 
votes prepared by them for the delivery there
of to the proper town, city or village clerk as 
required by law, and who fails to deliver the 
same or cause its delivery to be made to 
the proper clerk within 48 hours after accept
ing the same for that purpose, without suf
ficient excuse for such failure, shall be fined 
not less than $25 nor more than $100 or im
prisoned not less than 10 nor more than 30 
days or both. 

6.593 Such neglect by officers and mes
sengers. Any chairman of any board of elec
tion inspectors, or any inspector appointed by 
him to deliver to any town, city or village 
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clerk any statement of the result of the can
vass of any votes made by such board or any 
duplicate of the same to be delivered to any 
county clerk, who shall fail or neglect to de
liver such statement to the proper town, city 
or village clerk forthwith, or to deliver such 
duplicate statement to the proper county 
clerk within 2 days after the election as re
quired by law; any messenger sent by any 
board of canvassers for election returns or 
with such returns for the correction thereof, 
who shall wilfully fail to perform that duty or 
who shall unlawfully keep back or fail to 
deliver any returns so entrusted to him, shall 
in addition to any other punishment provided 
by law for withholding, suppressing, destroy
ing or failing to deliver such returns, be im
prisoned not more than 30 days nor less than 
10 days, or fined not exceeding $50 nor less 
than $25, or both. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (1)]. 

6.595 Election returns, reporting. The 
chairman of the inspectors, or one of them ap
pointed by such chairman, shall immediately 
after the votes are tabulated or counted at 
each general or primary election report the 
returns of such election to the county clerk 
or county election commissioner, who shall 
immediately upon the receipt thereof make 
the same public, provided that no such report 
shall be made by means of a telephone in 
counties having a population of 500,000 or 
more. Such county clerk or election commis
sioner shall keep his or its office, open for 
such purpose and shall post all returns re
ceived in the same order that the names of 
the candidates or special questions appear on 
the ballot. 

6.60 Ballots, return, custody: financial 
statements: destruction. (1) If any of the 
ballots cast at any elections are found to be so 
defective that the inspectors cannot determine 
with reasonable certainty for whom they were 
cast, and if any were cast by any person who 
shall have been challenged, and if any shall 
be decided by a majority of the inspectors to 
be or not to be defective, the inspectors 
shall make a statement in writing, in dupli
cate, certified to be correct and signed by 
them, of the number of such ballots, and at
tach such statement to the statements of the 
canvass. 

(2) No ballot shall be regarded as defec
tive by reason of the misspelling of a candi
date's name, or by abbreviation, addition, 
omission or use of the wrong initial of such 
name, but every ballot shall be counted for 
the candidate for whom it was evidently 
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intended, if the intention of the voter can be 
clearly ascertained from the ballot itself. 

(3) Before separating, the inspectors shall 
fold in 2 folds and string closely upon a 
single piece of flexible wire, all ballots which 
shall have been counted by them, except 
those marked "Objected To," unite the ends 
of such wire in a firm knot, or each set of 
ballots shall be tied securely in bundles, seal 
the knot in such manner that it cannot be 
untied without breaking the seal, inclose the 
ballots so strung or packaged in a secure can
vas covering and securely tie and seal such 
canvas covering with official wax impression 
seals, to be provided, by the inspectors in 
such manner that it cannot be opened with
out breaking the seals, and return said bal
lots, together with the ballots marked "De
fective or Objected to" in such sealed canvas 
covering to the county clerk, and such officer 
shall carefully preserve said ballots for 60 
days, and at the expiration of that time shall 
dispose of them in the manner prescribed by 
the county board or the governing body of 
the municipality as to ballots in municipal 
elections. 

(4) If any contest of the election of any 
officer voted for at such election shall be 
pending at the expiration of said time, the 
said ballots shall not be destroyed until such 
contest is finally determined. In all cases of 
contested elections the parties contesting the 
same shall have the right to have said ballots 
opened, and to have all errors of the inspec
tors in counting or refusing to count any 
ballot, corrected by the court or body trying 
such contest, but such ballots shall be opened 
only in open court or in open session of such 
body and in the presence of the officer having 
the custody thereof. 

(5) The inspectors for city, town and vil
lage elections, after counting the ballots, shall 
return them to the ballot boxes, lock the 
boxes, paste paper over the slots, sign their 
names to such paper and deliver the ballot 
boxes so locked, pasted and subscribed, with 
the keys thereof, to the city, town or village 
clerk, who shall keep such ballots for 60 days, 
or until they are disposed of as provided by 
law. When canvas bags are provided by pro
per authority, ballots may be preserved there
in, properly sealed, instead of in ballot boxes. 

(6) Financial statements filed with the 
clerk of the county, city, village or town pur
suant to ch. 12 may be destroyed 6 years 
after the election unless written notice has 
been filed with such clerk of the fact that 
an action is pending in court involving said 
statements. 
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6.61 Board of county canvassers. The 
county clerk and 2 reputable citizens previ
ously chosen by him shall constitute the board 
of county canvassers. One member of the 
board shall belong to a political party other 
than the clerk's. If the office of county 
clerk is vacant, or if the clerk cannot perform 
his duties, the county judge or a reputable 
citizen appointed by him shall perform the 
county clerk's duties, and shall be subject to 
the same punishment for violation thereof. 
No person shall serve as a member of the 
board of county canvassers who shall have 
been a candidate in the election for an office 
for which returns are to be canvassed by said 
board. If lists of candidates for the board 
are submitted to the county clerk before the 
election by political party county committees, 
such list shall consist of at least 3 names and 
the clerk shall choose the members from such 
lists. 

6.62 Missing and informal returns. Not 
later than 9 a. m. on the Thursday after a 
primary or an election the board of county 
canvassers shall open and examine the returns, 
and if from any town, ward, election district 
or poll of the county no returns shall have 
been received, they shall forthwith dispatch a 
messenger therefor, and the person having 
them in charge shall deliver such returns to 
said messenger; and if, on examination of any 
returns received, they shall be found so in
formal or incomplete that the board cannot 
intelligently canvass them, they shall dispatch 
a messenger with such returns to the inspec
tors who made them with a written specifi
cation of the informalities or defects, and 
command them to forthwith complete the 
same in the manner required by law and de
liver them to said messenger, which such in
spectors shall do. Every such messenger shall 
safely keep all such returns, exhibit them to 
no person except the inspectors, and deliver 
them to the county clerk with all convenient 
dispatch. For such purpose the board may 
adjourn as may be necessary, not more than 
one day at one time nor more than 2 days 
in all. 

6.63 County canvass; statement. The 
board shall make out a separate statement, 
written in words at length, containing the 
whole number of votes given in such county 
for each state officer voted for; another for 
United States senator and for representative 
in congress, to which shall be added the 
votes for legislators when district is com
prised of more than one county, setting forth 
the names as returned of all the persons to 
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whom such votes were given and the number 
of votes given to each; another similar state
ment of the votes given for electors of presi
dent and vice president; another of the votes 
given for county officers, and another of the 
votes given for senators and members of the 
assembly, when the county constitutes one or 
more senate or assembly districts, specifying 
the number of votes for each person for sena
tor and member of assembly in each such 
district respectively. They shall append to 
each such statement as part thereof a suc
cinct tabular exhibit, in figures, of the votes 
cast at each election poll in the county for 
each office and person entering into the can
vass embraced in such statement, whether 
canvassed or not, and if any votes were re
jected shall specify the reasons therefor. 
Each statement shall be certified as correct 
and attested by the signatures of the said 
canvassers, and filed and recorded in the of
fice of the county clerk. 

6.64 County canvass: certification: publi. 
cation. (1) They shall then determine the 
persons who have been, by the greatest num
ber of votes, elected to the several county of
fices and members of the senate and assembly, 
when the county constitutes one or more 
senate or assembly districts. Their deter
mination shall be reduced to writing, setting 
forth the whole number of votes given for 
each office and the number of votes received 
by each candidate; provided, however, that 
the names of persons not regularly nominated, 
receiving a comparatively small number of 
votes, may be omitted, and their votes desig
nated as scattering votes. Each determina
tion shall be certified by them as correct and 
be annexed to the statement of votes given 
for such offices respectively, and, for legisla
tors, shall give post-office address and party 
designation and be filed and recorded with 
the same; provided, however, that in any 
case, if any two or more candidates for the 
same county office shall have received the 
greatest and an equal number of votes, the 
board of canvassers shall determine the choice 
by lot, which lots shall be drawn by the per
sons receiving the equal number of votes; or 
in the absence of one or both of such, persons 
or their refusal to draw by lot, the board of 
canvassers shall appoint a competent person 
to draw the same for them and declare and 
certify the same accordingly. 

(2) Such determination shall be published 
in one or more newspapers of the county 
which the canvassers shall designate. If the 
canvassers decide to have said publication in 
more than one newspq.per in said county, 
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they shall designate at least one professing 
the ?olitical faith of the party which re
ceived the highest number of votes at the 
last general election in said county, and at 
least one professing the political faith of the 
party which received the next highest num
ber of votes at the last general election. The 
papers so designated shall be paid by the 
county. 

6.65 Certificates of election. The county 
clerk shall immediately after the expiration 
of the time allowed for the filing of a peti
tion for a recount make out, in pursuance of 
the determination of such board, a certificate 
of election for each person having the greatest 
number of votes for any county office, or for 
member of the senate or assembly when the 
county constitutes one or more senate or 
assembly districts, and deliver the same per
sonally to such person, such notice shall also 
state the amount of the official bond, if any, 
required to be given by such person. Per
sonal service of such notice shall be deemed 
for all statutory and legal purposes official 
notification to such person of his election to 
such office. In the event of the filing of a 
petition for a recount, the certificate of elec
tion affected shall not be issued until the 
recount shall have been completed. 

6.66 Recount proceedings. (1) Whenever 
any candidate, or any elector who voted upon 
any constitutional amendment or upon any 
proposition, voted for at any election, within 
3 days after the last day of the meeting of 
the board of county canvassers, or in the 
case of an annual, regular, special, or refer
endum election in any city, town or village, 
within 3 days after the last meeting of the 
city, town or village board of canvassers, as 
the case may be, files not later than 5 p.m. 
on the 3rd day after the last day of such 
meeting with the county clerk or with the 
city, town or village clerk or secretary of the 
board of election commissioners, as the 
case may be, a verified petition setting forth 
that he was a candidate for a specified office 
or that he voted upon any such constitu
tional amendment or proposition at said elec
tion, and that he is informed and believes 
that a mistake or fraud has been committed 
in specified precincts in the counting and re
turn of the votes cast for the office for which 
he was a candidate, or upon the matter 
voted upon, or specifying any other defect, 
irregularity or illegality in the conduct of said 
election, said county, city, town or village 
board of canvassers, as the case may be, shall 
reconvene on the day following the filing of 
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such petition and proceed to ascertain and 
determine the facts alleged in said petition 
and make correction accordingly and recount 
the ballots in every precinct specified in ac
cordance therewith, Notification of the in
tent to file such petition, in the case of a 
candidate for a specified office, shall first be 
sent by registered mail to or served in the 
manner provided for service of a summons in 
the circuit court on each opposing candi
date, addressed to the address specified on his 
nomination papers, Such petition, together 
with the sender's receipt for each said regis
tered letter or an affidavit of service if served 
as herein provided, shall be filed with said 
clerk or secretary of the board of election 
commissioners, together with a fee of $2 for 
each precinct in which a recount of the ballots 
is demanded in such petition, The petitioner 
and all opposing candidates or persons inter
ested therein shall be entitled to be present 
in person and by counsel and observe the 
proceedings, County clerks shall immediately 
notify the secretary of state upon commence
ment of recount proceedings affecting candi
dates in districts comprised of more than 
one county, 

(la) Whenever a petition for a recount of 
part of the precincts within an election dis
trict has been filed as provided in sub, (1), 
the opposing candidate or in case of a consti
tutional amendment or other proposition, 
any elector, under like provisions and in like 
manner, may file a petition within 5 days 
after the last day of the regular meeting of 
the board of canvassers for a further recount 
of the votes cast in any or all of the balance 
of the precincts in such election district, and 
the proper board of canvassers shall reconvene 
on the day following the filing of such peti
tion and proceed to ascertain the facts al
leged in said petition and make correction 
accordingly and recount the ballots in every 
precinct so specified in accordance therewith, 

(2) Each member of said board of can
vassers, for the purposes mentioned in this 
section, may administer oaths, certify to of
ficial acts and issue subpoenas, The fees of 
witnesses shall be paid by the county. 

(3) Within 5 days after the recount deter
mination of said board, any candidate, or any 
elector who voted upon such constitutional 
amendment or proposition, as the case may 
be, aggrieved thereby may appeal therefrom 
to the circuit court of said county, by serving 
a notice in writing to that effect upon such 
other candidates or persons who filed written 
notices of appearances with said board, Such 
notice shall be filed with the clerk of the cir-
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cuit court, together with an undertaking by 
the appellant, with surety and in an amount to 
be approved by the clerk of said court or the 
judge thereof, conditioned for the payment of 
all costs taxed against said appellant. The 
circuit judge shall forthwith issue an order 
directing the clerk of said co:unty, or of said 
city, town or village or the secretary of the 
board of election commissioners, to transmit 
to the clerk of said court forthwith all 
ballots, papers and records affecting such ap
peal and fixing a time and place for hearing 
thereon, in open court or at chambers, or 
before a referee, not later than 5 days from 
the making of such order. Such order shall 
be served upon the county clerk, or the city, 
town or village clerk, or secretary of the board 
of election commissioners, as the case may be, 
and all such other candidates or persons who 
have appeared before said board, A reference 
may be ordered upon any or all questions, 
At the time and place so fixed the matter 
shall be summarily heard and determined and 
the costs taxed as in other civil actions, 

(4) Nothing in this section shall be con
strued to abrogate any right or remedy that 
any candidate may now have affecting the 
trying of title to office. 
History: 1961 c, 300, 

(4) does not apply to actions to challenge refer
endum elections, Mandamus is not a proper 
remedy in such cases, This section is consti
tutional, although the provision in (3) for a refer
ence may not be valid, See also note to 66,021, 
citing this case, Burke v, Madison, 17 W (2d) 
623, 117 NW (2d) 580, 

As to defects, illegality, irregularities, mistakes, 
and fraud having as their immediate effect the 
disqualification of a ballot 01' ballots, the 1'emedy 
provided by 6,66 is exclusive; but the remedy 
covers only those matters which are of such a 
character that the board of canvassers can cor
rect them; and the statute contemplates that 
after such correction a recount of the ballots 
which are properly determined valid votes in the 
election shall be made; but the statute does not 
contemplate a judicial determination by the board 
of canvassers of the legality of the entire election, 
Clapp v, Joint School Dist, 21 W (2d) 473, 124 NW 
(2d) 678, 

Town board of canvassers has authority to de
termine legality of voting on referendum and to 
recertify results of the election, This includes 
authority to subtract 2 votes from totals based 
on affidavits of 2 ineligible voters as to how they 
voted, even though the voters were not challenged 
at the polls, 49 Atty, Gen, 32, 

6.67 Returns to sec:retary of state. (1) 
The county clerk shall immediately following 
the canvass of any general election, transmit 
to the secretary of state a list of the names of 
persons elected in the county as members of 
the senate and assembly and county officers 
at such election, and a certified copy of each 
statement of the county board of canvassers 
of the votes given for electors of president 
and vice president, state officers, senators and 
representatives in congress, state senator and 
member of assembly, where the senate and 
assembly district embraces more than one 
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county. The names of persons not regularly 
nominated receiving a comparatively smaIl 
number of votes may be omitted from the 
returns of the county clerk and their votes 
returned as scattering votes. 

(2) The county clerk shaIl furnish to the 
secretary of state on blanks furnished by the 
secretary of state for that purpose, the names 
and party designations of all candidates for 
nomination at the primary, and the votes re
ceived by each by voting precincts and the 
names and party designations of all candi
dates for office at the general election as weIl 
as those candidates for office at the spring 
election, which appear, upon baIlots furnished 
by the county or state. 

6.68 Canvass of votes on "eferendum 
propositions. Whenever any constitutional 
amendment shaIl have been submitted to the 
people, or any other question or proposition 
shaIl be submitted by the legislature to a 
vote of the people, the votes for and against 
such amendment, question or proposition 
shaIl be taken, canvassed, certified and re
corded, and certified copies of the statement 
thereof shaIl be made and transmitted by each 
county clerk to the secretary of state in the 
manner the votes for state officers are to be 
taken, canvassed, certified and recorded and 
statements thereof are to be certified and 
transmitted. 

6.69 State board of canvassers. The sec
retary of state, treasurer and attorney general 
shaIl constitute the board of state canvassers, 
2 of whom shaIl be a quorum for the trans
action of business, and, if one only of said 
officers attend on the day appointed for a 
meeting of such board, the clerk of the su
preme court, on being notified by the officer 
so attending, shaIl attend without delay with 
such officer and with him shaIl form the board. 
When a member of said board is a candidate 
for an office as to which the votes are to be 
canvassed by him, the chief justice, upon the 
request of any opposing candidate, shaIl desig
nate some other state officer, or a judge of 
the circuit court, who shaIl act in his stead at 
the session of the board at which the votes 
given for such member are to be canvassed. 

6.70 Recording and p"eservation of re
turns by secretary of state. (1) Upon receipt 
of the certified statements from the county 
clerks of the votes given in the several coun
ties, the secretary of state shaIl record the 
results of such election by counties and file 
and carefuIly preserve such statements. 

(2) If any county clerk shall fail or neg-
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lect to forward any such statement, the secre
tary of state may require him to do so forth
with, and if not received or obtained within 
30 days after an election, the secretary of 
state may dispatch a special messenger to ob
tain the same. Whenever it shall appear upon 
the face of any such statement that an error 
has been made in reporting or computing the 
vote of any candidate, the secretary of state 
may return the same to the county clerk for 
correction. 

6.71 State canvass of election returns: 
determination: certification of results. (1) 
The state board of canvassers shall meet at 
the office of the secretary of state on or be
fore the first day of December succeeding a 
general election and within 25 days after a 
special election, for the purpose of canvassing 
the returns and determining the results of 
such elections. 

(2) Such board shaIl examine such certified 
statements of the county canvassers, and if it 
shall appear that any material mistake has 
been made in the computation of votes given 
for any person, or that the canvassers in any 
county have omitted to canvass the votes or 
any thereof cast at any poll therein, the board 
may dispatch a messenger to the clerk of such 
county with their requirement in writing to 
him to certify the facts concerning such 
mistake, or the reason why such votes were 
not canvassed; and the clerk to whom any 
such requirement is delivered shaIl forthwith 
make true and fuIl answer thereto, under his 
hand and the county seal, and deliver the 
same to such messenger, who shaIl deliver it 
with all convenient dispatch to the secretary 
of state. 

(3) The said board may adjourn as may be 
necessary, not more than 10 days in all. 

(4) Upon the certified statements and re
turns so received the board shall proceed to 
examine and make a statement of the whole 
number of votes given at any such election for 
each elector of president and vice president, 
in every year in which there is a presidential 
election; a statement for each of the offices 
of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of 
state, treasurer, attorney general, or any other 
state officer, if any there shall be, or Uni
ted States senator;. a statement of the votes. 
given for representative in congress in each 
congressional district; a statement of the 
votes given for state senator in each sena
torial district embracing more than one coun
ty; and a statement of the votes given for 
member of assembly in each assembly district 
embracing more than one county. 
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(5) Such statements shall show the names 
of the persons to whom such votes shall have 
been given for either of the said offices, the 
whole number of votes given to each and dis
tinguishing the several districts and counties 
in which they were given. Provided, how
ever, that the names of persons not regularly 
nominated receiving a comparatively small 
number of votes may be omitted and their 
votes designated therein as scattering votes. 

(6) Said board shall certify such state
ments to be correct and shall thereupon de
termine what persons have been, by the 
greatest number of votes, duly elected to such 
offices, or either of them, and shall attach 
to each statement a certificate of their de
termination and deliver the same to the 
secretary of state. 

(7) Whenever a proposed constitutional 
amendment or other question shall have been 
submitted to a vote of the people at any such 
election, the votes cast for or against such 
amendment or question shall be canvassed, 
certified and recorded at the time and in the 
manner hereinbefore provided. Said board 
shall at the same time prepare and certify 
a statement of the whole number of votes 
given for and against such amendment or 
question, and shall thereupon determine 
whether or not such amendment or question 
has been approved, ratified or adopted by a 
majority of the electors voting thereon. 

(8) If it shall appear that such amend
ment or question has been approved, ratified 
or adopted, the secretary of state shall make 
a record thereof and cause such record to be 
bound in the volume containing the original 
enrolled laws passed at the next succeeding 
session of the legislature, and cause such rec
ord to be published with the laws thereof. 

6.72 Certificates of election. Said secre
tary shall record in his office each certified 
statement and determination so made by said 
board, and forthwith make and transmit to 
each of the persons thereby declared to be 
elected, a certificate of his election under the 
lesser seal, and cause a copy of such certified 
statements and determinations to be pub
lished in a newspaper printed at the seat of 
government. He shall also prepare a like cer
tificate or certificates, attested by him as 
secretary of state, and addressed, respectively, 
to the United States senate and to the house 
of representatives in that congress for which 
any person shall have been chosen, of the due 
election of such person as a United States sen
ator or as a representative of this state in 
congress, as the case may be, and transmit 
the same to the respective house at the first 

126 

meeting thereof; and if any of the persons 
so chosen at such election shall have been 
elected to supply a vacancy in the office of 
such United States senator or representative 
it shall be mentioned in such certificate. 

6.73 State canvassers to disregard irre
gular returns. The board of state canvassers 
shall canvass only the regular returns made 
by the county boards of canvassers, as pro
vided in this chapter, and shall in no case 
canvass or count any additional or supple
mental returns or statements made by any 
such board or by any other board or person 
whatever; nor shall the board of state can
vassers canvass or count any statement or re
turn of the result of any canvass which shall 
have been made by any county board of can
vassers at any other time than that mentioned 
in this chapter. This section shall not ap
ply to any return made subsequent to a re
count pursuant to s. 6.66, but such return 
shall. be accepted in lieu of any prior return 
from the same county for the same office. 

6.74 Civil process not to be served on 
election day. During the day on which any 
general, special, town or charter election shall 
be held no civil process shall be served on 
any elector, entitled to vote at such election, 
in the precinct in which he is entitled to vote 
or while going to or returning therefrom. 

6.75 Plurality shall elect, regardless of 
informalities. In every election for the choice 
of any officer, unless otherwise provided by 
law, each elector shall have one vote and no 
more; and the person appearing satisfactorily 
to have received the highest number of legal 
votes for any office shall be deemed to have 
been duly elected to that office, and the can
vassers shall so determine and certify. The 
legality of such votes so appearing, failures to 
fully comply with the law respecting noticing 
or conducting the election or canvassing or 
returning the vote, shall be disregarded. 

6.77 Election blanks prepared by secre
tary of state. The secretary of state shall 
make out all. necessary blanks, returns and 
statements to carry out the provisions of law 
for making the canvass, returns and state
ments, of all state, congressional, legislative 
and county elections, general, special and ju
dicial, including tally sheet statements, and 
affidavits of nonregistered voters and free
holders corroborating the same. Such blanks 
shall contain the necessary certificates of the 
inspectors and canvassers, with proper notes 
to the same explanatory of their use and re
ferring to the statutes. Said blanks for use at 
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the September primary and at the November 
election shall be forwarded to the county 
clerks of the several counties not less than 20 
days prior to the date thereof in each year 
in which any such primary or election shall 
be held. Provided, that said secretary shall be 
required to furnish tally sheet statements of 
the standard form only for any city or county. 
The secretary of state shall from time to 
time correct the forms for all official ballots 
to harmonize them with recent legislation and 
with the current official status of the several 
political parties. Samples of all such ballots 
shall be printed in the statutes. 

Cross Reference: For official referendum ballot 
forms, "Da." flDd," fiDe," and "Df," prescribed 
by the secretary of state, see end of this chapter. 

6.78 Distribution of election blanks. Such 
blanks shall be distributed to the proper 
town, city or village clerks or inspectors in 
each county by the county clerks not later 
than the time when official ballots are dis
tributed and may be sent by mail when prac
ticable. Such clerks shall furnish the inspec
tors of elections in their respective towns, 
wards, villages and election districts with such 
registry blanks at or before the time fixed for 
the first meeting for registry, and the other 
blanks before the opening of the polls on the 
day of election, and such clerks and inspectors 
shall use such blanks when furnished; but no 
election or election returns shall be invali
dated in consequence of failure to use such 
blanks. 

6.79 National flag over election places. 
The town board, village board and common 
council of the several towns, villages and 
cities of the state shall place and display the 
national flag on suitable staff over every vot
ing place during all the hours that the polls 
are open on the day of the general election, 
and may so display it on other election days 
and on registration days. The expense of 
such flag and the erection, care and mainte
nance of the same shall be a charge against 
such town, village or city and be audited 
and paid as other election expenses. 

6.80 Application of general election laws. 
As far as practicable and not otherwise pro
vided by law this chapter shall be applied to 
primary elections, to town, village and city 
elections, and to referendum votes respecting 
the incurring of municipal indebtedness, the 
issue of municipal bonds, the acquisition of 
utilities, the recall or removal of public of
ficers, direct legislation in cities and coun
ties, constitutional amendments and all other 
SUbjects. And in taking all such referendum 
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votes the ballot used shall conform as far as 
practicable to s. 6.23. 

History: 1965 [13.32 (2) (e)]. 

6.81 Election manual. There shall be pre
pared and published by the secretary of state 
separate from the election laws an election 
manual explanatory of the duties of election 
officials and the qualifications and privileges 
of electors, together with such notes and 
references to the statutes as he shall deem ad
visable to be furnished free to election offi
cials and others in such manner as he shall 
judge most likely to promote the public wel
fare. 

6.82 Election notices, supplies. (1) 
COSTS, BY WHOM PAID. All costs for bal
lots, blanks and other supplies to be used at 
any primary or election, all publication fees, 
and all expenses necessarily incurred in the 
preparation for or in conducting any primary 
or election shall be paid out of the treasury 
of the town, city, village, county or state, as 
the case may be. 

(2) PUBLICATION. All primary or election 
notices or certificates of election, required by 
law to be published, shall be published in 
from one to 4 newspapers of general circu
lation published within the county or city. 
In counties of over 250,000 population, one 
of such newspapers shall represent the politi
cal party that cast the largest vote in such 
county or city at the preceding general elec
tion, and one of such newspapers shall repre
sent the political party that cast the next 
largest vote in such county or city at the pre
ceding general election. In no case shall any 
such notice be published in more than 2 news
papers unless authorized by a resolution adop
ted by the county board or city council, which 
resolution may designate by name the news
papers in which all such notices shall appear, 
and shall be in force until rescinded by like 
action. Provided, that in counties having 
one or more daily newspapers, at least one of 
such publications shall be made in a daily 
newspaper that has been published continu
ously for 2 years. 

(3) PRINTER'S FEES. Compensation for 
publishing all notices and certificates relative 
to primaries and elections, unless otherwise 
provided, shall be the same as compensation 
for legal notices as provided in s. 985.08. 

( 4) DOUBTS RESOLVED. When in doubt as 
to the compliance of any election notice with 
the specifications of the statutes, or as to the 
correct fees to be paid therefor, the county 
clerk may consult the secretary of state who 
shall refer such question to the department of 
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administration for official determination. 
(6) SHERIFF, WHEN TO ACT. Whenever 

the office of county clerk is vacant and there 
shall be no person authorized to perform his 
duties, the sheriff shall make out and trans
mit to town, city and village clerks any pri
mary or election notice, required to be is
sued, and shall publish the same as may be 
required by law. 

HistOl'Y: 1961 c. 316; 1963 c. 459. 

6.83 Obsolete documents: destruction by 
county clerk. Whenever it is necessary to 
destroy useless documents in order to secure 
vault space for county records, the county 
clerk of any county may, from time to time, 
in his discretion, dispose of any of the fol
lowing named records: Financial statements, 
precinct election returns and poll lists, when 
over 6 years old. 

6.85 Political party recognition and quali. 
fication. (1) Notwithstanding any other pro
visions of this chapter, no party shall be rec
ognized or qualified to participate in any elec
tion which is directly or indirectly affiliated, 
by any means whatsoever, with the com
munist party of the United States, the third 
communist international, or any other foreign 
agency, political party, organization or gov
ernment which either directly or indirectly 
carries on, advocates, teaches, justifies, aids or 
abets the overthrow by any unlawful means 
of, or which directly or indirectly carries on, 
advocates, teaches, justifies, aids or abets a 
program of sabotage, force and violence, se
dition or treason against, the government of 
the United States or of this state. 

(2) The secretary of state shall, with the 
advice and consent of the attorney general, 
determine which parties are qualified to par
ticipate in any election. Such determination 
shall be subject to review as provided in 
ch. 227. 

(3) This section is declared to be enacted 
in the exercise of the police power of this 
state for the protection of the public peace, 
safety and general welfare of the residents 
of this state. 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOTS, 
FORMS 

Revisor's Note: The following forms designated 
"Da," HDd," _uDe," and "Di" were prepared by the 
secretary of state and are printed pursuant to 
section 6.77: 

"Da" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for the approval of the 
resolution set forth below, make a cross (X) 01' 
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other mark in the square after the words "For 
Bonds", following such resolution; if you desire 
to vote for disapproval of said resolution, make 
a cross (X) or other mark in the square after 
the words "Against Bonds", following such reso
lution. 

RESOLUTION --

[Here insert copy of initial resolution of the 
county, city, town, village or school district board 
when, under section 67.05, 01' other statutory pro
Vision, it is so required. The question printed 
below should be changed to meet the requirements 
In each case.] 

Shall the foregoing resolution of the County 
Board, providing for the issue of Highway Bonds 
in the amount of _______ be adopted? 

For Bonds 0 Against Bonds 0 

[Pink print paper. 6.23 (8), 67.05, 67.13, 67.14.] 

"Da" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

___________________________ PreCinct, ___________________________ Ward, 
City (Village 01' Town) of _________________________________________ _ 

_____________________________________ , 19 _______ _ 

Ballot Clerks. 

Absent Voter's Ballot issued by 
(County Clerk 
I City Clerk 

----------------- --------------------------------~ Village Clerk 
lTown Clerk 

We certify that the within ballot was marked 
by us for an elector incapable under the law of 
marlclng his own ballot and as directed by him. 

_____________________________ of Election. 

__________________________________ of Election. 

I certify that the within ballot was marked by 
me at the request of an absentee elector incapable 
under the law of marking his own ballot and as 
directed by him. 

Signature of officer authorized to 
administer oaths 

Title 

HDd" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for any question, make a 
cross (X) or other mark in the square after the 
word "Yes", underneath such question; if you 
desire to vote against any question, make a cross 
(X) 01' other mark in the square after the word 
"No" J underneath such question. 

Shall Class "B" license (taverns, hotels, 1'es
taUl'ants, clubs, societies, lodges, fail' associations, 
etc.) be issued for the retail sale of beer for con
sumption on 01' off the premises where sold? 

Yes No 
o 0 

[Yellow print paper-9"x6". 66.054 (5) (c).] 

"Dd" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

city---(vijiage-0i;--T~~~~)~1 =:::=::=:::::::::::=::::::::::_~~~~: 
---------------------------_______________________ , 19 _______ _ 

Ballot Clerks. 
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Absent Voter's Ballot Issued by 

------------------------------------------- --{~~~~~~?!?ik 

We certify that the within ballot was marked 
by us for an elector incapable under the law of 
marking his own ballot and as directed by him. 

_______________________________ of Election. 

____________________ ~ __ ~of Election. 

I certify that the within ballot was marked by 
me at the request of an absentee elector incapa
ble under the law of marking his own ballot and 
as directed by him. 

-~~~--------------~---------------------

Signature of officer authorized to 
administer oaths 

Title 

"De" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for any question, make a 
cross (X) or other mark in the square after the 
word "Yes", underneath such question; if you 
desire to vote against any question, make a cross 
(X) or other mark in the square after the word 
"No", underneath such question. 

Shall Class "A" license (stores, etc.) be issued 
for the retail sale of beer in original packages to 
be consumed away from the premises where sold? 

Yes No 
o 0 

[Light green print paper-9"x6". 66.054 (5) (c).] 

"De" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

_____________________________ Precinct, _____________________________ Ward, 
Clty (Village 01' Town) of __________________________________________ _ 
_ ~--------------------------------------, 19 _____ _ 

Ballot Clerks. 

Absent Voter's Ballot issued by 

------------------------------------------------{~~r~~~~?!?ik 
We certify that the within ballot was marked 

by us for an elector incapable under the law of 
marking his own ballot and as directed by him. 

___________________________________ of Election. 

__________________________________ of Election. 

I certify that the within ballot was marked by 
me at the request of an absentee elector Incapa
ble under the law of marking his own ballot and 
as directed by him. 

Signature of officer authorized to 
administer oaths 

Title 
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"Df" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 

If you desire to vote for any question, make 
a cross (X) 01' other mark in the square after 
the work "For" underneath such question; if 
you desire to vote against any question, make 
a cross (X) or other mark in the square after the 
word "Against" underneath such question. 

Shall any person be licensed to deal 01' traffic 
in intoxicating liquors as a beverage in the 

{
Town } 
Clty of Waukesha? 
Village 

For license 0 Against license 0 

Shall municipal liquor stores for the sale, deal
ing and trafficldng in of intoxicating liquor only 
in original packages or containers in quantities 
of not more than one wine gallon at any time, 
and to be consumed off the store premises, be es
tablished, maintained and operated under the 

{
city council } 

management and control of the village board ? 
town board 

For Liquor Store 0 Against Liquor Store 0 

[Pink print paper-9"x6". 176.38 (3).] 

"Df" 

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT 
FOR 

_________________________ Precinct, ____________________________ . Ward, 
Clty (Village or Town) of _____________ .:. ____________________ ~ ___ _ 
____________________________________ , 19 ______ , 

Ballot Cler\<s. 

Absent Voter's Ballot issued by 

----------------------------------{~tt~~~~fe~?ik 
We certify that the within ballot was marked 

by us for an elector incapable under the law of 
marking his own ballot and as directed by.him. 

___ ~ _____________________ .of Election:-

_________________________________ of Election. 

I certify that the within ballot was marked by 
me at the request of an absentee elector incapa
ble under the law of marking his own ballot and 
as directed by him. 

Signature of officer authorized to 
administer oaths 

Title 




