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CHAPTER 8

NOMINATIONS, PRIMARIES; ELECTIONS
8 Political party committees .
8 Platform convention; `state central committee
8..185 Write-in candidates for president and vice

president
8 :19 Party name
820 Nomination of independent candidates ..:
8,25. G eneral elections,
8 30 Refusal to'accept nomination papers'
8 :35 Declining nomination, vacancies after

nomination
8 .50 Special elections

8 .04 Nomination paper signatures. If any
person signs nomination papers for 2 candidates
for the same : office in the same election at differ-
ent times, the earlier signature is valid and the
later signature shall` be stricken. Any person
whoo signs or :circulates nomination papers for
one candidate may later circulate nomination
papers for another candidate for the same office
in the same election if he changes his .mind and
intends to support the latter candidate

8 .05 Nomination in towns and villages .
Every candidate for an elective office in a town
& village shall be nominated under this section ..

(1) Caucus (a) When nomination papers are
not used, there shall be a caucus"to nominate
candidates The governing body shall between
January 1 and February 10 decide the date of the
caucus: Thee date of the caucus may be estab-
lished between the last Tuesday in February and
the first Tuesday in March When possible, pref-
erence should be given to having the caucus on
the first Tuesday in March If a primary is held
on the day of the' caucus, the caucus shall be held
after the polls `close

(b) Whenever a caucus is held, the municipal
clerk shall give notice of the time and date for
the caucus by posting in his office and by one
publication in a newspaper under ch 985, at
least 5 days before the date of the caucus .

(c) The town, chairmann or- village president
together' with the municipal clerk shall, serve as
caucus officials .; If the chairman or president is
a candidate, he shall call for the election of offi-
cials to conduct'tHe caucus The officials shall be
elected by acclamation, or ballot as the meeting
directs. The electors attending the meeting shall
select 2 tellers to canvass the vote for each office
at the caucus .

(d) Names of candidates shall be placed in
nomination either by motion made and second-
ed from the floor or by writing the candidate's

8.. 01 Method of nomination , .
8''.. 02 Nomination paper circulation date :
80 Multiple nominations ..
8:: 04 . Nominationn paper signatures. .
8 ; 05 Nomination in towns and villages .
806 Special elections ,
810 Nominations for spring election.
8 Spring pr imary ,`
8 .12 PresidenfiaPpreference vote .
8 Commission city primary
8 Nominations for September primary
8 Party candidates.. -

8.01 Method of nomination. Candidates fox-
elective office shall be nominated according to
this chapter ,

8.02 Nomination paper circulation date:
Whenever a specific date is not given to begin
circulation of nomination papers, the first day
for circulation shall ' be the first day of the
month one month prior to the month in which
the filing deadline is scheduled . Signatures shalll
not be counted if signed and dated prior to the
first dayy for circulation .

8:03` Multiple nominations . (1) The name
of any person nominated to the same - office by
more than one party or primary or nominated
for Morethan one office shall appear under the
party first nominating him or under the office
to which he was first nominated. If the double
nomination is simultaneous, the person`nomi-
nated, before the deadline for filing the certifi-
cate of nomination shall file a written statement
with the same ` person with whom he files his
certificate stating his party or office preference.
I f the candidate fails to `select his party or of-
fice, his name shall be placed under either party
or office, but cannot appeal more than once . .
When a candidate is nominated on a ballot
where his name appears and is also nominated
on some other ballot by wtite-in,"he shall not
have a choice, but shall be a nominee of the
party which printed his name on their ballot .

(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply when a can-
didate forthe office of president or vice presi-
dent of: the United States is nominated for' anoth-
er elective office : duiing the same election . If' the
candidate is elected president or vice president
of the United States such election shall void his
election to any other office. A speciall electionn
shall be held to fill any office vacated under this
subsection :
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name on a slip of paper distributed by the tellers than 5 pm the 2nd Tuesday in March . When
to those electors attending the caucus .. Only per- the petition is filed, the clerk shall check its
sons placed in nomination shall be voted on , sufficiency . Whether at a regular, or special elec-

(e) Nominations shall be made for one office '- :lion ; ' the clerk shall give separate notice by one
at a time . . Candidates for- the office of town su- publication in a newspaper , at least 5 days before
per visor when elected , jointly and :of ' viliage trus- the election ,
tee shall be considered one office for purposes of ( f) The ballot used for the referendum ques-
nomination and election ., tion shall be arranged under s 5, 60 (7) and shall

(f) Before balloting the caucus chairman shall ask : "Shall all candidates in the town of . . . for
announce the names of all candidatess placed in elective town offices be nominated at a nonparti-
nomination. sanprimary"?,

(g) The voting for, each office shall be by ba1- (g) If' a majority of the votes cast are in the
lot, but the caucus chairman may dispense with affirmative, a nonpartisan primary, , under sub.
voting when only one or 2 persons are nominat- ( S), shall ther 'eaf'ter be held to obtain candidates
ed for, the same office . for elective town offices .

(h) The 2 candidates receiving the highest (4) VILLAGE NONPARTISAN PRIMARY.. (a) A
number of votes cast for each office shall be majority of the governing body of any village
nominated and certified by the caucus chairman may provide under s . 8.. 11 (1) (a) and (b) that

and : telleis to the municipal eleik . The certified candidates for elective village . office shall be

names of the candidates shalll be placed on the nominated by a nonpartisan primary, under sub ,

official ballots. If a town under s. 5 , . 60 . (6) elects (5)„ Determination of the governing body to pro-

its supervisors ,jointly, candidates equal to twice side . for such primary under s, . 8.11 (1) (a) shall

the number- of positions to be filled, who receive be made not later than December ' 15 preceding

the most votes, shall be nominated and certified the election

(i) Village trustees, excluding the office of vil- (b) Nomination papers shall be signed by not
lage president, shall be nominated together and less than 20 nor more than 1000 electors of the

at large . Candidates, equal lo twice the number village , The papers shall be circulated not sooner
of positions to be filled, who receive the most than the first day of January preceding the elec-

votes shall be nominated and certified , tion and shall be file d with the village clerk not

(j) Any candidate nominated at a caucus who later than 5 p
. m the last Tuesday in January ,

files a written declination of nomination within (e) . Notice shall be given, under ss , 10.01 (2)

5 days shall not be included on the official ballot (a) and, 10 .06 (2) (a)

(3) TOWN NONPARTISAN PRIMARY (a) In ' (d) Whemthis subsection is used, no addition-

lieu of sub. (1), the electors either by referendum al cand idates may benominated under sub.. (1) .,

or at the town meeting may provide for nomina- %(5) WHEN PRIMARY IS HELD : Towns and vil-

tion of elective town office candidates at a non- lages adopting the nonpartisan primary to nomi-
partisan primary conducted as provided in sub Hate candidates,, under - .subs (3) and (4); shall

(5) The nomination papers shall be signed by hold a primary only when the number of candi-

not less than 20' nor more than 100 electors of dates for an elective office in the municipality

the town The nomination papers shall be circu- exceeds twice the number .r to be .. elected to the

lated not sooner than the first day of January office Those offices for which a primary has

preceding the election and shall be filed with the been held shall have only
ethe names of candi-

towri clerk not later than 5 p .
m the last Tuesday dates nominated at the primary appear on the

in January ,
official spring election ballot When the number

Noticeshall be given under ss. 10,01 (2)
(a) of candidates for an office does not exceed twice

(b) the number ` to be elected, their names shall be
and 10 . 06 (2) (a)., printed on the official ballot for the regular elec

(c) When this subsection is used, no additional tion without a primary.
candidates may be nominated under sub . . (1) . . (6) MENOMINEE COUNTY In counties con-

(d). The question of adoption of the nonpar ti- taming only . one town candidates shall be nomi-
san primary under this subsection - may be sub- Hated for the office of`supervisors at large and by
mitted to : the . electors at anyy regular election wards and all applicable provisions of this sec-
held in the town or at a special, election called for tion ' shall apply to their selection, In selecting
the purpose. When a ; petition signed by 20 elec- the candidates for ward supervisor by ' caucus,
tons of the town is filed with the town clerk so the candidates for eachward shall be selected
requesting, the question shall be submitted to a separately, and only those electors shall partici-
uote. _ pate in each as are residents of that ward . Any

(e) Petitions requesting a vote on the question ward candidate seeking nomination by the circu-
at aregular town election shall be filed no later lation of nomination papers shall incorporate in
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(j) For other offices, not less than 20 nor more
than 100 electors

(4) All the signers on one sheet shall be from
the same county when a candidate is to be elect-
ed by theelector's of more than one county . :

(5) Each candidate shall file with his'nomna-
tion papers a sworn ' declaration that he will
qualify for the office if' he is elected :

(6) Nomination papers shall be filed :
(a) For state or judicial offices when the dis-

trict comprises more than one county, in the
office of the secretary of state .

(b) For, offices to be voted for wholly within
one county and for county supervisor, in the
office of the county clerk

(c) For city offices and other ' officers voted for
exclusively: within the municipality, except ward
committeemen under' s 8 and county supeiyi=
sots under par . . (b), in the office of the municipal
clerk,

(d) For school district offices to be voted for
within more than one municipality, with thee per-
son designated by the school board as the filing
official for their school district :

History : 1971 c. 304 s. . 29 (1), (2) .

8.11 Spring primary . (1) CtiY, (a) A pri-
mary may be held in any city for the nomination
of ' candidates for city office .. When a majority of
all the members of the governing body of a city
decide upon a spring primary for any specific
election, they shall so provide not later than 3
days after the deadline for filing nomination pa-
peis

(b) Any city may provide by charter ordi-
nance, under s . 661.01 ; that whenever 3 or more
candidates file nomination papers for a city of-
fice, a primary to nominate candidates for the
office shall be held.

(c) Whenever electors, equal to at least 10%
of the vote for governor in the city at the last
general election, file petitions requesting a pri-
mary within 3 days after the deadline for filing
nomination papers, there shall be a primary for
any specific election .

(d) When the number of candidates for any
city office does not exceed twice the number to
be elected to the office, no primary shall be held
for the office and the candidates' names shall be
printed on the ballotfor the ensuing election ,.

(2) MILWAUKEE COUNTY, A primary shall
be held in ' counties over 500,000 population
whenever there are more than twice the number
of candidates to be elected to any judicial office
within the county or to the county board of'
supervisors from any one district . A primary
shall be held :: in municipalities in counties over
500,000 population whenever there are more
than twice the number of candidates to be 'elect-

his nomination, papers a statement thatthe sign-
ers are qualified electors of t hat ward .

History: 1 97 k c 304 s. 29 (2),

8.06 Special elections. Towns, cities and
villages may call special elections for any lawful
purpose ..

8 .10 Nominations for spring election . (1)
Candidates for office to be filled at the spring
election shall be nominated by nomination pa-
pers, or by nomination papers and selection at
the primary if a primary is held, except as pro-
vided foi towns and villages uridei s 8..05 . . Un-
less designatedd in this section or s 8 .05,, the
general ; provisions pertaining to nomination at
the September primary apply

(2) Nomination papers for offices to be filled
at the spring election shall be circulated not
sooner than the first day of`7anuary preceding
the election and shall be filed not later than 5
p,ro on the last Tuesday in January .
(3) The nomination papers shall conform to

the requirements forr nomination papers for in-
dependent candidates for the general election,
except that the number of required signatures
shall be:

(a) For state offices, not less than 2,000 nor
more than 4,0000 electors ;

(b) For judicial offices, not less than 200 nor
more than 400 electors; except as provided in

(c) For judicial offices and county executives
in' counties over, 500,000- population, not less
than `2,000 nor more than 4,000 electors ;

(d) For supervisors in counties over 500,000
population, not less than 200 nor more than 400
elector s;

(e) For supervisors in counties between 100,-
000 and 500,000 population, not less than 100
nor more than 200 electors ;

(f) For supervisors in counties under 100,000
population, not less than 20 nor more than T00
electors ;

(g) For city offices in lst class cities, not less
than 1,500 nor more than 3,000 electors for city-
wide offices and not less than 200 nor more than
400 electors for aldermen elected from alder-
manic districts . .

(h) For city offices in 2nd and 3rd class cities,
not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors for-
city-wide offices and not less than 20 nor more
than 40 electors for aldermen elected from alder-
manic districts

(i) For city offices in 4th class cities, not less
than 50 nor more than 100 forr city-wide offices
and not less than 20 nor more.than 40; electors
for aldermen elected from aldermanic districts ..
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number of qualified electors equal in each con-
gressional district to not less than 1,000 signa-
tures nor more than 1,500 signatures : All signers
on each separate petition shall reside in the same
county . .

(c) The secretary of state shall forthwith con-
tact each person whose name has been placed i n
nomination under par. (a) and notify him that
his namee will be printed on the Wisconsin presi-
dential preference ballot unless he files, no later
than the last day in February of said year, with
the secretary of state, a disclaimer stating with-
out qualification that he is not and does not
intend to become a candidatee for the office of
president of ' tfie United States at the forthcoming
presidential election . The disclaimer may be
filed with the secretary of state by registered
mail, telegram or in person

(d) Any proposed - presidential candidate who
does not file the disclaimer under par .. (c) may,
no later than 5 p . m . on the 2nd Tuesday in
March, file with the secretary of state a full list
of district ' and at-large delegates and alternates
according to the number allotted or permitted
this state's party organization by the national
committee of the political - party, but not less
than two-thirds of the convention votes shall be
allotted on an equal basis to congressional dis-
tricts .

(2) BALLOTS, (a) The form of' the official bal-
lots shall be prescribed by the secretary of state
underr s . 5 (8) .

(b) Except as otherwise provided in subs . (1)
and (3) , and s , 5.60 (8), the presidential prefer-
ence vote election shall be noticed, held and con-
ducted, and the ..e results canvassed and returned,
in the manner provided for judicial elections .

(3) DELEGATES TO NATIONAL. CONVENTION . .
(a) : No laterr than the last Monday in April fol-
lowing the p r esidential preference vote, the sec-
retary of state shall notify each state party or-
ganization chairman under sub , (1) (a) of the
results of the presidential preference vote cast
within his party

(b) I f the . presidential preferencee vote in any
district or in the state at large is won by a write-
in candidate or by a candidate who did not file
a- list of' delegates under sub. . (1) (d), or if in any
district or in the state at large a plurality of the
voters cast their ballots for "none of the names
shown" or against the single name shown on the
ballot, that state party organization which is the
state organization recognized by the national or-
ganization of the respective political party shall
select as many delegates or, alternates as are al-
lotted or permitted this state's party organiza-
tion by the national committee of the political
party,, the method of `selecting the delegates or
alternates ' to be determined by the state party

ed to the board of school directors or board of
education from any given area .

(3) STATE. A primary shall be held when
there are 3 or more candidates for state superin-
tendent, supreme : court justice or for judge ofthe
same branch of circuit or county court

(4) PRIMARY EXCLUSIVE . Those offices for
which a primary has been held shall have only
the names of candidates nominated at the pri-
mary appear on the official spring election bal-
lot .

(5) COUNTY SUPERVISORS A primary shall
be held in an election for county boardd supervi-
sor whenever 3 or more candidates file nomina-
tion papers . In any county supervisory district
where 2 or more municipalities are combinedd for
the purpose of" electing 2 supervisors at large
under s . 59,03 (2) (b), when 5 or more candidates
file nomination papers, there shall be a primary .

8.12 Presidential preference vote . (1) SE-
LECTION OF NAMES FOR BALLOT . In each year'
in which electors for president and vice presi-
dent are to be elected, the voters of this state
shall at the spring election be given an opportun-
ity to express their preference for the person to
be the presidential candidate of their party _

(a) On the first Tuesday in February of said
year, there shall be convened in the capitol a
committee consisting of for each . political .l party
recognized under s 5 .. 62. the state chairman of
that state party organization which is the state
organization recognized by the. national organi-
zation of the respective political party, the na-
tional committeeman .n and the national - commit-
teewoman; the speaker, and the minority leader
of` the assembly, and the president pro tempore
and minority leader of the senate. This commit-
tee shall organize by selecting an eleventh mem-
ber who shall .: be the chairman and shall deter-
mine, and certify to the secretary of'state no later
than on the F r iday following the first Tuesday in
February, the names of ' all candidates of the po-
litical parties recognized under s . 5 62 for the
office of president of the United States . The
committee shall have sole discretion that such
candidates' candidacy is generally advocated or
recognized in the national news media through-
out the United States.

(b) No later than 5 p m . on the first Tuesday
in Marchh of said year, any person seeking the
indorsement by thee national convention of a po-
litical party recognized under s. 5,62 for- the of=
lice of president of the United . States, or any
group organized in this state on behalf of and
with the consent of such person, may submit to
the secretary off state a petition to have said per-
son's name printed on the presidential prefer-
ence ballot. Such petition shall be signed by a
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unless-released-by said candidate, until said can-
didate fails to receive at least one-third of the
votes authorized to be cast ; and that, thereaf'ter ',
I shall have the right to cast my convention vote
according to my own judgment"

(d) The secretary of' stateshall forthwithcerti-
fy to the credentials committee at the national
convention of each party recognized under s . .
5,621 'a list of the names of the delegates and
alternates qualified to represent the party organ-
ization of this state by virtue of having complied
with pars (b) and (c)

(e) Any vacancy in an office of delegate or
alternate to a national political party convention
caused by the death, or inability for any reason
to serve, of a delegate or "alternate delegate shall
be filled by the central committee of the political
party organization entitled to make the original
selection-under ` par . : (b); but no person selected
to fill a vacancy under this paragraph shall be
qualified to serve unless he executes the affidavit
required under par, (c) 5 .

8.13 Commission city primary . At the first
primary after adoption of ' the commission form
of government the 2 candidates for mayor and
the 4 "candidates for councilmen receiving the
highest number of votes shall be nominated , At
subsequent primaries the 2 candidates receiving
the most 't votes for either , office shall be nomi-
nated.. Only the names of the nominees shall
appear on the spring election ballot .

8 .1 `5 Nominations for September primary .
(1) Nomination papers shall be circulated not
sooner than June 1 preceding the election and
shall be filed' not later than '- 5 p .mp on the 2nd
Tuesday , of July in those years when a Septem-
ber primary is held, Only those - candidatess for
whom nomination papers containing the neces-
sary signatures acquired: within the allotted
time and filed before the deadline shall have
theirnames printed on the official September
primary ballot ,

(2) . The signer of a nomination paper declares
his intent to support the candidate named there-
in. Only one signature per person for the same
office is valid . In addition to his signature, each
signerr shall list his residence, including the street
and number, if any, and the date of signing.

(3) All signers on each separate nomination
paper for all state offices, United States senators,
congressmen, county offices and state legislators
shall reside in the same county and in the distr i ct
wh'ich ' the candidate named therein will repre-
sent, if elected ,

(4)(a) The affidavit of a qualified elector star-
ng his residence with street and number, if any,
shall appear at the bottom of each nomination

organization, but not less than two-thirds of the
convention votes shall be allotted on an equal
basis to congressional districts and these dele=
gates and alternates shall be selected by the par-
ty organizations of each respective district . In
executing the pledge under par (c) S ; district
delegates and district delegate alternates shall be
bound by the outcome of the, presidential prefer-
ence vote in their respective districts, and the
delegates and alternates representing the state at
large shall be bound by the outcome of the total
presidential preference vote in the state at large .
The selection of delegates : and alternates shall
occur no earlier- than the Tuesday after the last
Monday in April following a presidential prefer-
erice vote, The names of the suggested delegates
and alternates pledged to a particular candidate
shall be transmitted to that candidate for his
approval no later than June 1, and the candidate
shall notify the chairman of the state party or-
gariizaton of his disapproval of any delegate or
alternate by June 5, and where the candidate has
disapproved his suggested delegates and alter-
pates; he shall file his own list of delegates and
alternates, which- shall become' the official slate
of the particular candidates, delegates and alter-
nates to the national presidential convention . No
person: selectedas a - delegate or, alternate shall
qualify to attend the national convention of his
political party unless he files with the state cep- .
teal : committee of his political party a written
declaration of acceptance, signed by himself, on
a form prescribed by the secretary of state, .and
the state central committee deposi ts this declara-
tion of acceptance in the office of the secretary
of state no later than 5 p ,m on June 15

(c) The declaration of acceptance shall be in
the form of an affidavit and shall contain the
following information :

1 The name ; residence and post-office ad-
dress of the delegate or alternate delegate.

2 A statement that he is 'a qualified voter .
3 A statement that he will not withdraw his

name before the holding of the national convene
trop of his party .

4 . A statement that he is affiliated with the
political party which selected him as a delegate
or, alternate to its national political convention . .

5 . If a specific candidate for the office of pi esi- .
dent of the United States received the plurality
of the votes cast in the presidential preference
vote election, a pledge in the following form :

"As a delegate to the 19 national convention
of the . :_ party I pledge myself to support the
candidacy of . ., as a candidate for the nomina-
tion for president by the party; . that I will,
unless prevented by the death of' the candidate,
vote ' for his candidacy on the first ballot; and
vote for his candidacy on any additional ballot,
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paper-, stating he is personally acquainted w ith
all the signers; he knows they are electors of the
ward, aldermanic district, municipality or coun-
ty, as,the nomination, papers requ ire; he knows
they signed the paper with full knowledge of its
content; he knows their respective residences
given; he knowss each signer signedd on the date
stated opposite his name; and,, that he, the affi-
ant, resides within the distr i ct which the candi-
date named therein will represent, if ' elected, and
that he intends to support the candidate The
affidavit may be made by the candidate or any
qualified elector .

(b) Each candidate shall file with his nomina-
tion; papers, a declaration, swornn to before any
officer authorized to administer oaths, that he is
a resident of the district or county,, if ' he is seek-
ing an office elected on a district or county basis
and he will.l qualify for office if nominated and
elected . The nomination papers andd the candi-
date's sworn declaration are valid with or with-
out the seal impression of the authorized officer
who administered the oath ..

(5) ' Each nomination paper shall have sub-
stantially the following words printed at the top :

I, the undersigned, a ,qualified elector of the
Ward, , . . Alder manic district, (Town, City,

Village) of . . .,,; County of ., :, State of Wisconsin,
representing the principles of the . . party, do
hereby nominate ., . .. , (include first and last name
plus middle initial, or , inifial, middle, and last
name; thee use of an initial for a first r ' middle
name is optional, but no nicknames, abbce via-

-tions of titles), who resides at . . . Street, (Town,
City, Village) of . , . , in the County of' . . . , and
whose postoffice address is ,, : . , Wisconsin, as a
candidate for the office of,, .,,, to be voted for at
the primary to be -held. on the . . , day . of' . ., > 19 . . .;
as , representing the, principles of the above
named party, and I declare that I intend to sup-
port the candidate namedd herein:

(6) The number of required signatures on
nomination papers shall be as follows:

(a) For state-wide offices, not less than 2,000
nor more than 4,000 electors ..

(b) For representatives in congress ; not less
than 1,000 nor more than 2,000 electors.

(c) For , state senators, not less than 400 nor '
more than 800 electors

(d) For representatives to the assembly, not
less than 200 nor more than 400 electors.

'(e) For offices representing less than acon-
gressional district in area and for county offices,,
not less than 500 nor more than 1,000 electors
in counties over 100,000 population and not less
than 200 nor more than 400 electors in counties
of 100, 000 population or less ,

(7) A candidate may not run in more than one
party primary at the same time No filingg official
shall accept nomination papers f'or the same per-
son in thee same election for more than one party .

(8) Nomination papers shall be filed :
(a) For state offices, United States senators,

representatives in congress and members of the
senate and assembly, in the .office of the secre-
tary of'state .

(b) For offices to be voted for wholly- within
one county, except representatives in congress
and members of the senate and assembly, in the
office of`the county clerk .

History: 1971 c .. 304 s s , 1 3, 2 9 (1 ), (2)

8 . 16 Party candidates . (1) The person who
receives the greatest number of votes for an of-
fice on anyy party ballot at a primary shall be the
party's candidate forr the office, and his, name
sha1L so appear on the official ballot at the next
election A person, who receives only write-in
votes shall, not : be the party's candidate unless
he, receives 5% of the-vote-cast in the district
for the party's gubernatorial candidate at the
last general election and files ,a declaration that
he will qualify as such, if, elected, . within 2 days
after he receives notification of his nomination ..
The persons who receive the greatest number of
votes respectively forr the offices :of governor
and lieutenant governor on any party ballot at a
primary shall be the party's joint candidates for
the ,offices, .d and .: their names shall so appear on
the-official ballot at the :e next election ;

(2) Nominees chosen at a national convention
and under s 8.18(2) (c) by each party entitled to
a September primary ballot shall be the party's
candidates, for president, vice : president and
presidential electors .

8 . 17 . Political party comm ittees. (1) At the
September primary the party ;committeemen
shall.l be elected . Counties aver 500,000 popula-
tion shall elect one committeeman for each po-
litcal party from each aldermanic district and
village All other counties shall elect one com-
mitteeman for each political party from each
ward..

(2) Nomination papers shall be in substantial-
ly the same : for-nn as those: required under s . 8 15 .
Nomination papers shall be circulated no sooner
than June, 1 preceding the election and shall be
filed in the office of the county clerk not later
than 5 p .m. on the 2nd Tuesday of July in those
years when a September primary is held . The
number of required signatures shall be :

(a) For party committeemari .fiom each alder-
manic district" and, village in counties over SOQ,-
000,population, not less tliari 60 nor more than
100 electors .
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(b) For party committeeman fromeach ward
in 2nd; 3rd and 4th class cities, not less than 20
not, than 400 electors,

(c) For committeeman in all other wards ; not
less than 20 nor more than 40 electors .

(3)(a) Only the names of ' persons filing nomi-
nation papers shall have their names printed on
the ballots . There shall be na space provided for
write-ins.. When no candidate files nomination
papers for party committeeman, the office shall
not appear on the ballot ' for that party in that
ward, aldermanic district or village and the va-
cancy shall be filled by the party statutory com-
mittee under ss . 7 38 (3) and $. 35 ,

(b) The county clerk shall arrange the names
of candidates forr committeemen in the proper
party column for each ward, aldermanic district
and village under s . 5 .62

(4)(a) Each elector may vote for his party
committeeman by voting for one of the names on
the ballot :. No wr ite,in •yote„or; sticker' applied for
the office of party committeeman shall be count-
ed .

(b) The results shall be returned as are other
results of the September primary, but no write-in
votes of stickers shall' be counted .. In counties
over 500,000 population, whenever , 2 or more
candidates for party committeeman receive an
equal number o€ .votes; the ward official shall
return the results and the county board of elec-
tion commissioners shall break, the tie during its
canvass of the votes: Other, tis for ward com-
mitteeman shall be determined by drawing lots,
at the ward where the tie occurs. .

(c) ` The term of office of each committeeman
elected shall be for 2 ,years

(5)(a) The county committee of each political
party shall consist of the duly elected or appoint-
ed committeemen residing in the county .

(b) Within 2 days after completion of' the offi-
cial September- primary county canvass the-
chairman of each party; committee shall call the
first meeting of the county committee . . The datee
for : the meeting shall be set not less than 5: nor
more, than 15 days thereafter by giving at least
5 days' written notice to each member. .

(c) At the first meeting,, the county committee
shall elect a chairman, : secretary, treasurer and
other' officers' or ` subcommittees deemed neces-
sary

1. In counties containing one or more assem-
bly districts, ` the county ' committee shall also
elect 2 persons from each' assembly district as
members of the congressional district commit-
tee _ _

2 In counties comprising an assembly district
consisting of more than one county,, each county
shall elect one person as a member of the con- .
gressional district committee. .

(d) The county committee chairman elected at
the first meeting shall certify to the state central
committee chairman the name and post-office .
address of each person elected to the congres-
sional district committee .

(e) Additional county committee meetings
may be called by the county chairman or upon
written demand signed by a majority of the com=
mittee member's.. If the chairman fails to call a
meeting of the committee within 3 days of the
written demand, demanding members may des-
ignate one of'their• number to cal la meeting and
preside: Any business transacted at the meeting
shall have the same effect as a meeting called by
the county -chairman .

(fl Any county committee officer may be re-
moved from office at any meeting of the commit-
tee e called under par. (ej by a majority vote of
those present and voting . . Two-thirds of the
members of the county, committee constitute a
quorum at a meeting for the.removal of,the offi-
cers, _ _

(g) Any vacancy many committee office shall
be filled by the county committee, except that
the, county chairman may temporarily fill any
vacancy .

(h) The county committee may appoint a
committeeman for any ward, aldermanic district
of village in whichh none was elected .

(i)°Each committee and its officers shall have
the powers usually exercised by committees and
their officers .

(6)(a) Committees may be organized for, any
political subdivision, or legislative district as un-
der:sub (5); The first meeting shall be called
within 10 days pursuantt to a written demand
thei:eforsigned by 25%' or more of'the members
by at least !5 days': written notice to each mem-
ber :
(b) Membership of committees under par . (a)

shall consist of all duly elected or appointed
committeemen residing in the subdivision or dis-
trict, except that in congressional districts and
legislative districts consisting of more than one
county, the membership shall consist of the
members of the congressional district committee
elected under' sub, (5)(c)
History: 1971 c.. 304 s 29 (1), (2) ; 1971 c . 33 6 .:

8.18 Platform ;.convention ; state central
committee. (1) Candidates ,,for, state offices,,
senate andd assembly nominated by .each politi-
cal party : at, the primary, and the holdover state
senators of each political party shall meet in the
state capitol at 10 a .m; on the first Tuesday in
October

(2) The purpose of the convention is :
(a) To formulate the state platform of their

party and make it public by 6'p m . the following
day,

(b) To elect by ballot a state central committee
of at' least 2 members from each congressional'
district and 'a chairman thereof
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(3) If more than one list of.presidential elec-
tors is filed with the secretary of statee by any
write-in candidates for the offices of president
and vice president of the United States, the first
list filed shal l be considered the valid list, provid-
ed that this list meets the additional require-
ments of this section

(4) Any failure by a voter to write in the name
of a candidate for the office of vice president of
the United States on the general ballot shall not
invalidate the vote, for ,any candidate whose
name is written,in .:fox the office of president of
the United States
History : 1 9 7 1 c . 304 s. 29 (2),,

8 . 19 Party name. (1) The state central com-
mittee of any party polling less than 75,000
presidential votes in this state in the last, elec-
tion may :change the name of the party The
new -name may not duplicate that of an existing
national party . A'cdrtificAte of approval by the
party's national committee which has been cer`-
tified by the national committee secretary, the
state committee chairman and the state com=
mittee secretary shall be filed with the secretary
of "state

(2) The new name shall take effect upon certi-
fication.

(3) Every political party entitled,' under- s,
5.62, to have its candidates on the September
primary and general election ballots has exclu-
sive right to the use 'of the name designating it
at any election involving political parties . The
secretary of state shall not certify nor, the county
clerk print the name of any person .whose nomi-
nation papers indicate a party name comprising
a combination of existing party names, qualify-
ing words, phrases, prefixes: : or suffixes in con-
nection with any existing party .name . .

8.20 Nomination of independent candi-
dates. (1) Independent nominations may be
made for any office to be voted f'or, at any gener-
al or partisan special election .

(2) (a) Nomination is by nomination paper's . .
The nomination paper forms shall contain the
candidate's name in any combination of initials
for:] the first and middlee names, plus the last
name, but no nicknames, abbreviations or titles;
the 'office for which he is nominated ; his resi-
dence and post-office address; and the party or
principle he represents; if'any, in ,5 words or less .
In the case of candidates for the offices of gover-
nor'and lieutenant governor; the nomination pa-
per forms shall so contain both candidates'
names; the office for which each is nominated ;
the residence and post-office address of each ;
and the party they represent, if any, in 5 words
or less.

(c) In presidential election .,years, to nominate
one presidential elector from each congressional
district and 2 electors from the state at large.
The names of the nomineess shall be certified
immediately by the platform convention chair-
man and secretary of each party to the secretary
of state. :

(d) To perform any other business as may
properly be brought before thee meeting,

(3) Within 10 days after the platform conven-
tion, the convention chairman and secretary of
each party shall file a certified copy of the pro-
ceedings and of the platform adopted, with the .
secretary of state .

8.185 Wr ite-in cand idates for 'president
and v ice president. (1) The names of candi-
dates for president and vice president may be
written in, in the place provided, on the general
ballot at the general election for' choosing the
president and vice president of -the United
States: Write-in votes shall be listed as scatter-
ing unless the person whose name is written in
has a list of' presidential electors on file with the
secretary of state in accordance with this sec-
tion or unless the person whose name is written
in has received more, than•;10% of the total vote
cast in the ward .

(2) Any candidate for the office _of . president
or vice president of":the United States as a write-
in candidate shall file a list of presidential elec-
tors and a declaration that he will qualify for the
office, if' :eleeted, with the secretary of state no
later than 4 :30 p.m, on the 2nd Tuesday preced-
ing the day of the general election to choose the
president and ,vice president of the United
States: . The list shall contain, one presidential
elector from each congressional district and 2
electors from the state at large and the names of
the candidates for president and vice president
for whom they intend to vote, if elected . . Eachh
person who is listed as an elector shall file a
declaration of acceptance of his nomination as
an elector stating that he will qualify for the
office, if elected .. Such declaration shall be filed
with the secretary of state no later than 4 :30 p m
on the 2nd- Tuesday preceding the day of the
general election to choose the president and the
vice president of the United States : Compliance
with this subsection may be waived by the secre-
tary of state but only if the results of the general
election indicatee thatt write-in candidate for the
office of president is eligible to receive the elec-
toral votes of this state except for non-compli-
ance with this subsection . In such event,, the
write-in candidate and his named presidential
electors shall have until 4:300 p .m. on the Friday
following the general election to comply with the
filing requirements of this subsection ..
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(b) Nomination papers for independent candi-
dates for any office to be voted upon at a partisan
special election shall be circulated and filed as
provided in s 8 (3) (a)
(9) Persons nominated by nomination papers

without party designation shall be placedd on the
official ballot to the right or below the party
candidates in their own column designated "In-
dependent" if the candidate's name already ap-.
pears under a party it shall not be listedd aga in .
History: 1971 c 242, 304

8.25 General elections. (1) PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTORS By general ballot at the, general elec-
tion for choosing the president and vice piesi-
dent of the United States there shall be elected
as many electors of president and vice president
as this state is entitled to elect senators and rep-
resentatives, in congress . A vote for the president
and vice president nominations of' any party is a
vote for the electors of the nominees:.

(2) UNITED STATES SENATOR, Onee senator
to serve in the United States congress shall be
chosen at the general election in 1962 and every
6 year's thereafter and another in 1964 and every
6 years ther'eaf'ter.
(3) REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS . . One

representative to serve in the United States con-
gress shall be chosen from each congressional
district at the general election held in each even-
numbered year.
(4) CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS; TERMS . . (a)

A governor ; . lieutenant governor, secretary of
state, tzeasurer, and an attorney general shall be
elected at the general election in 1970 and quad-
rennially thereafter, a state superintendent shall
be elected on the first Tuesday in April 191 '7 and
quadrennially thereafter .

` (b) The regular full term of office of the state
superintendent commences on the first Monday
of July, and the regular full term of each other
officer enumerated in par (a) commences on the
first Monday of January, next succeeding his
election

8.30 Refusal to accept nomination pa-
pers. The official with whom nomination pa-
pers are required to be filed may refuse either- to
accept- the nomination papers ' for filing or to
place the candidate's name on the ballot :

(1) If ' tlie nomination papers are not prepared,
signed and 'executed, as required ` under this
chapter;

(2) If it conclusively appears, either on the
face of the nomination papers offered - for filing,
or by admission of the candidate or otherwise,
that the candidate is ineligible to be nominated
or elected ; '

(b) Nomination papers for presidential elec-
tors shall list one presidential elector from each
congressional district and 2 electors from the
state at large for electors and the candidates for
president and vice president for whom they in-
tend to vote,, if elected..

(3) The affidavit of an elector under s . 8 15(4)
shall be appended to each nomination paper .

(4) The number of required signatures on
nomination papers for independent candidates
shall be :

(a) For state-wide offices, not less than 3,000
nor more than 5,000 electors

(am) For the offices of governor and lieuten-
ant governor jointly, not less than 3,000 nor
more than 5,000 electors . .

(b) For representat ives in congress, not less
than 2,000 nor more than 3,000 . .

(c) For state senators, not less than 500 nor
more than 1,000 electors

(d) For representatives to the assembly, not
less than 30Q nor more than 500 electors .

(e). For offices representing less than a con-
gressional district in area and for county offices,
not less than 1,000 nor more than 2,000 electors
in counties over 100,000 population and not less
than 300 nor more than 500 electors in counties
of 100,000 population or less ,

(f) For presidential electors intending to vote
for the same candidates for president and vice
president, not less than 3,000 nor ' more than
5,000' electors:
" (5) Only one signature per person,forthe same
office is valid:. In addition to his signature, each
signer shall list his residence, including the street
and number, if any, andd the date of signing . .
Signers of each separate nomination paper shall
reside iri the same , county and in the district
which the candidate named therein will repre-
sent, if elected.

(6) Each candidate shall file with his nomina-
tion papers a sworn declaration that he will
qualify for the office, if elected .

(7) Nomination papers shall be filed in the
office of the secretary of state for all state-wide
offices, representatives in congress, members of
the senate and assembly and , any districts or
divisions including more than one county; or in
the office of' countyclerk for, all other offices for
only one county .

(8)' (a) Nomination papers for independent
candidates for any office to be voted upon at a
general election may be circulated no sooner
than August 1 preceding the election and shall
be filed not later than 5 p-m , on the 3rd Tuesday
in September . .
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elections shall be ordered by the governor . When
the governor or attorney general issue the order,
it shall befiled and recorded in the office of' the
secretary of 'state.. When the county clerk or
sheriff issue the order, it shall be filed and re-
corded in the office of the . county clerk .

(b) Notice of any special election shall be giv-
en upon the filing of the order under pa r . (a) by
publication in a newspaper under ch : 985. . If the
special election includes more than one county,
the secretary of' state shall give notice as soon as
possible to the county clerks and publish one
notice . Upon receipt of notice from the secretary
of state, or when the special election is for a
countyy office, the county clerk shall give notice
as soon as possible to all municipal clerks and
publish 2 notices . . The noticess shall include the
provisions of par . (c) and be a type A notice
under ch. IO in substantially the form prescribed
by the secretary of state.

(c) The order and notice shall specify the of-
fice to be filled, the name of the officer before the
vacancy, how the vacancy occurred ; the expira-
tion date of the remaining term of office, the date
of the election, the earliest date for circulating
and deadline for filing nomination papers, and
the area involved in the election..

(d) When the primary includes more than one
county, the secretary of statee shall transmit to
each county clerk , at least 15 days before the
special primary a certified list of all persons for
whom nomination papers have been filed in his
office Immediately upon receipt of the certified
list, the county clerk shall prepare his . ballots . .
For', a county lspecial election,, the county clerk
shall certify the candidates and prepare the bal-
lots The county -clerk shall publish 2 type B
notices in a newspaperr under ch . 10 As soon as
possible after the primary, the county clerk shall
certify the candidates and pr'epare the ballots for
the following special election, and shall publish
2 type B notices ' in a newspaper under ch . 10 .
(2) DATE OF SPECIAL ELECTION . (a) The

date for the special election shall be not less than
55 nor more than 70 days from the date ' of the
order except when the special election is held on
the day ' of the general election .,

(b) The primary shall be on the day 4 weeks
before the day of the special election except
when the special election is held on the same day
as the general election the special primary shall
be held on the same day as the general primary
or if the special election is held concurrently
with .h the spring election, the primary shall : be
held concurrently with the spring primary , , .

(.3) NOMINATION AND PRIMARY . (a) NOri71-.
nation papers shall be circulated no sooner than
the day the order for the special election is filed
and shall be filed not later than 5 p .m. 18 days

8.35 Declining nom i nation, vacanc ies af-
ter nomination. (1) Any person nominated to
office may decline the nomination by delivering
to his filing official a written, signed and ac-
knowledged declination. The declination paper
shall be filed for any municipal or county office
not later than 5 p .m. 2 days after the canvass is
complete, whether or not there is a primary forr
that office ; or, not later than 5 p m, one week
after the primary or the deadline for filing nom-
ination papers for districts of more than one
county and state offices

(2) If' a vacancy occurs after nomination due
to declination, death, or any other cause, the
vacancy may be filled by the proper political
party or, committee for all partisan offices . Simi-
lar vacancies for municipal and nonpartisan
county offices may be filled within 2 days by the
personal campaign committee or, ifthe candi-
date had none, by the governing body of the
municipality or county,

(2m) Notwithstanding sub . . (2), if a vacancy
occurs after nomination in the office of state
representative to the assembly in counties hav-
ing a population of 500,000 or more, it shall be
filled by the senatorial district committee . .

(3) Whenever a nominee dies after the ballots
are printed, and no nomination is made under
this section, the votes cast for the deceased shall
be counted and returned . If he receives a majori-
ty, the vacancy shall be filled as in the case of a
vacancy occurring by death after election .

8 .50 Special elections. Unless otherwise
provided, this section applies to filling vacan-
cies in the United States senate andd house of
representatives, executive and legislative state
offices and county offices ... In addition to filling
vacancies in public office by appointment, va-
cancies may be filled by election under this sec-
tion, but no special election shall be held after
September `L preceding the general election un-
less it is held on the same day as the general
election If the special- election is held on the
day of the general election, the primary, , if any,
for the special election shall be held on the day .y
of the primary for the general election .

( 1 ) SPECIAL .ELECTION ORDER AND NOTI.CES
(a) When there is to be a special election, the
special election f'or. .governor shall be ordered by
the attorney..y general ; . the, special election for
county, clerk shall be ordered by the she r iff; the
special election for any other countyy office shall
be ordered by the county clerk ; all other special
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(3) If elected the candidate could not qualify
for the office sought within the time allowed by
laww for qualification because of age, residence or
other impediment .
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before the day of the special primary Nomina- office of state senator or representative to the
tion papers for independent candidates for' an assembly occurring after the close of the last
office to be voted upon at a partisan special elec- , i egular, session of the legislature held during his
tion may be circulated no sooner ' than 14 days term shall be filled only if a special session of the
prior to the day of the .e special primary and shall legislature is called during the r 'emainder ' of the
be filed not later than 5 p m . 7 days after , the day term . . The special election to fill the vacancy
of the special primary .y shall be ordered, if possible, so the new member

(b) The provisions for ' September primaries may participate in the special session .n

under s . 8,15 are applicable to all primaries held ( fl A vacancy in the office of',judge or justice
under this section, occurring on or before December 31 shall be

(4) REGULATIONS ON SPECIAL ELECTIONS filled, if a ,judge; at thee succeeding spring elec-

(a) A vacancy in the office of United States sena- tion ; or, i fa justice, at the first judicial election

for shall be filled under s . 17 .: 18(2) ., when no other justice is to be elected . : A vacancy

A vacancy in the office of representative
in in the office of judge occurring after December '

(b)
.

occurring after July 1 but before the 3 1 shall be filled at the judicial election the next
congress
3rd Tuesday in September preceding a general

year . A vacancy in the office of justice shall be

election shall be filled at the general etection ,
filled ' at the next judicial election if no other

Any vacancy occurr i ng before July 1 or after the Justice is to be elected
:

3rd Tuesday in September before a general eleo- ~g~ W
henever through neglect or failure to

legis-choose either a member of the
tion may be 'filled at a special election If'

no congress or legis-

special election is held the
vacancy shall be filled lature at a general election or any county officer

the next general election „
who should have been chosen at the election, a

at special election mayy be held to fill the vacancy
(d) A vacancy in any other elective state of= but no speciall election shall be held for any

free, occurring more than 6 months before the school or county officer after the time when his
expiration of the current term, may be filled at term would have commenced had he been eleet-
a special election held not later , than September ed at the proper April or, November election . .
1 preceding the next general election or on the (h) Whenever the right to office of ' any person
day of the general election , listed in par'.. (g) ceases before the commence-

(e) Any vacancy in the of fice of state senator' ment of the term of office to which elected, a
may be filled by election as a vacancy in the special election may be held to fill the vacancy .,
office of United States senator is filled, except as (i) When thee governor so directs, a special
provided by this subsection .. Any vacancy in the election shall be heldd to fill any vacancy not
office of state senator ' or representative to the p rovided for in this section . This paragraph does
assembly occurring before February 1 the first not applyy to ,judicial offices .
year of his term shall ' be filled as promptly as History : 1 9 71 c 1, ao ,
possible by special election . Any vacancy in the
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