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(2) Collect by gift, exchange or purchase
books, periodicals, pamphlets, records, tracts,
manuscripts, maps, charts and other papers,
artifacts, relics, paintings, photographs and
otherr materials illustrative of the history of this
state in particular and of the West generally . .

44.015 Powers. The historical society may :
(1) Acquire real or personal property by gift,

bequest or otherwise in any amount and may
operate, manage, sell, rent or convey real estate
acquired by gift, bequest, foreclosure or other

44.01 HISTORICAL SOCIETIES AND ARTS BOARD

CHAPTER 44

SUBCHAPTER I
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND LOCAL

HISTORICAL. SOCIETIES
4401 Hi s to rical society; corporate str ucture .
44015 Powers
44 02 Hi s to rica l society; duties .
4403 Affiliated s ocieties
4404 School services . .
44 05 American history rese a rch center
4406 Depository of public documents ..
4407 Mu seum exten s ion service
4409 County , local and court records
44 , 10 Regional depositories for records
44 11 Centra l depository library,.

SUBCHAPTERI

STATE. HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND
LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES

44.01 Historical society ; corporatee struc-
ture. (1) The historical society shall constitute
a body politic and corporate by the name of "The
State Historical Society of Wisconsin," and shall
possesss all the power's necessary to accomplish
the objects and perform the duties prescribed by
law.. The historical society shall be an official
agency and the trustee ofthe state.

(2) The historical society may adopt, and
change, a seal, a constitution, bylaws and rules,
and elect such officers as the constitution or
bylaws; prescribe, The composition and selection
of the board of curators,, and eligibility
requirements for membership in the society shall
be deter-mined by the constitution and bylaws .
There shall continue to be a board of curators for
governing the historical society with powers
substantially the same as at present,

(3) The governor, secretary of state and state
treasurer shall be ex officio members of the
board of curators and shall insure that the
interests of the state are protected .

(4) The historical society's acceptance of any
benefits granted it by law shall be conclusively
deemed its complete acquiescence in all laws
enacted concerning the organization and opera-
tion of the society .
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means, upon such terms and conditions as the
board of curators deems for its interests but may
not sell, mortgage, transfer or dispose of in any
manner or remove from its buildings, except for
temporary purposes, any article therein without
authority of law

(2) Sell, exchange or otherwise dispose of
duplicate books, periodicals or museum objects,
or books, periodicals and museum objects
outside its field of collection, .

(3) Accept collections of private manus-
cripts, printed materials, tapes, films and
artifacts, and it may enforce any and all
reasonable restrictions on accessibility to the
public, use or duplication of said collections
which are agreed upon by the donor and the
historical society .

(4) Takee proper steps to promote the study of
history by lectures, and diffuse and publish
information relating to the description and
history of the state..

44 .02 Historical society ; duties. The
historical society shall :

(1) Serve- as trustee of the state in the
preservation and care of all records, both printed
and written, and all articles and other materials
of historic interest and significance placed in its
custody, and interest itself constructively as the
agent of the state in the preservation and care of
all similar materials wherever they maybe .
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HISTORICAL SOCIETIES AND ARTS BOARD 44 .03877

(3) Conduct research in the history of
Wisconsin in particular and of the West
generally.

(4) Inculcate through publications, museum
extension services and other media a wider and
fuller knowledge and appreciation of the history
of Wisconsin and its significance .,

(5) Keep its main library and museum rooms
open at all reasonable hours on business days for
the reception of the citizens of' this state who may
wish to visit the same, without fee; except that
the society may collect a fee for admission to
historic sites or buildings acquired, leased or
operated by the society elsewhere in the state,
including areas within state parks or on other
state-owned landss which incorporate h istoric
buildings, restorations, museums or remains and
which are operated by the society by agreement
with the department of'- natural resources or
otherr departments, or for lectures, pageants or
similar special events, or for admission to defray
thee costs of specia l exhibits in its several
buildings: of documents, objects or other
materials not part of the society's regular
collections but brought in on loan from other
sourcesfor such special exhibitions . . The society
may also procure and sell or otherwise dispose of
postcards, souvenirs ` and other appropriate
merchandise to help defray the costs of operating
its several plants and projects .

(6) Thoroughly catalog the entire collections
of said society for the more convenient reference
of all persons who have occasion to consult the
same . . ,

(7) Loan, for such periods and under' such
rules and restrictions as it may adopt, to
libraries, educational institutions and other'
or ganizations or to private individuals in good
standing, such books, pamphlets, museum
objects; or other materials that if lost or
destroyed could easily and without much
expense be replaced . No work on genealogy, no
newspaper file, or book, map, chart, document,
manuscript, pamphlet ' or, other' material what-
soever of a rare nature shall be permitted to be
sent out from the library except on interlibra r y
loan to a research library under regulations
safeguarding the materials during transit and
while in use,

(8) Bind except when microfilmed the
unbound books, documents, manuscripts, pam-
phlets, and especially newspaper files in its
possession ..

(9) Take an active interest in the preservation
and use of the noncurrent public records of
historical importance of ' counties, cities, villages,
towns, school districts and other llocal govern-
mental units,

(10) Conduct a research center in American
history for the benefit of the students and faculty

44 .03 Affiliated societ ies. (1) County or
local historical, societies without capital stock
may be incorporated as affiliates ofthe historical
society, to gather and preserve the books,
documents and artifacts relating to the history of'
their region or locality. No fees shall be charged
by any register of deeds for recording nor by the
secretary of, state for filing the articles of
organization or its amendments, or for a
certificate of incorporation of any such society,
but the secretary of state shalll not accept articles
of incorporation under this section unless they
are approved by the board of curators of the
historical society

(2) State-wide, county or other patriotic or
historical organizations, or chapters in this state
may be incorporated as affiliates of'the historical

of the university of Wisconsin as well as for
members of" the generall public and to facilitate
the further understanding by the general public
of'the significance of'the American experiment,

(11) Work with the auxiliaries, affiliates and
chapters established under, s. 44, 03 , in the
encouragement, stimulation and development of
worth-while historical projects and undertakings
at the county and local level .

(12) Be the custodian of'the official series of
the painted portraits of the former governors of
Wisconsin and maintain such portraits in proper
condition . . The society may permit any or all of
such portraits to be exhibited in such state
buildings for such periods of time as it deems
feasible .. _

( 13) To faithfully expendd and apply all
money received to the fulfillment of its duties
and purposes as directed by law, .

(14) To hold all its present and future
property for the state :

(15) To promote a wider appreciation of the
American heritage with particular emphasis on
the collection, advancement and dissemination
of knowledge of the history of Wisconsin and of
the West ..

(16) To collect, embody, arrange and
preserve in authentic form, a library of books,
pamphlets, maps, charts, manuscripts, papers,
paintings, statuary, and other materials illustra-
tive of the history of the state .

(17) To preserve the memory of its early
pioneers, and to obtain and preserve narratives of
their exploits, perils, and adventures .

(18) To exhibit faithfully the antiquities, and
the past and present condition, and resources of
Wisconsin .

(20) Have authority to operate, maintain,
acquire and develop outdoor historic sites related
to the outdoor recreation program under s .
23.30 . .

His tory : 1971 c. 125 .
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87844 .03 HISTORICAL SOCIETIES AND ARTS BOARD

society under sub.. (1) if their purposes and
programs are similar to and consonant with
those of the historical society and its affiliates, or
if already incorporated, the organizations or,
chapters may apply to the board of curators for
affiliation with the historical society . Upon
incorporation under this section or acceptance of
affiliation by the board of curators the applying
organization shall as an affiliate accept the
provisions and shall be entitled to all the benefits
of ' this section . Any affiliated society shall be a
member, and entitled to one vote in any general
meeting of the historical society .. The board of
curators may terminate the affiliation as an
affiliate of the historical society under this
section of any such organization by formal
resolution, a copy of which shall be deposited
with the secretary of state :

(3) Every affiliated society shall make a
report of its work annually to the historical
society, which, in its entirety or in part, may be
included in the publications of the historical
society, and upon applicationn of any affiliated
society the historical societyy may accept, in
behalf of the state, custody of o r title to the
property, records and collections of the affiliated
society or may assist in the disposal thereof . If'
anyy affiliated society becomes, in the opinion of
the board of curators of the historical society,
inactive or defunct, title to such property,
records and collections not otherwise provided
for in the grants of donor ' s or in the articles of
incorporation of' the inactive and defunct society,
shall vest in thee historical society which shall
take appropriate action in the public interest for,
the protection or disposal of such property,
records and collections . Preference in disposition
shall be given to historical or related organiza-
tions in the area or to whatever county or local
governmental unit that has aided such affiliate
financially .

(4) The historical society, for' the purpose of
establishing uniformity in organization and
methods of work, may prepare and furnish
uniform articles of organization and bylaws to
any affiliated society, but the affiliate may adopt
additional b ylaws .

(5) The historical society may provide for
annual or other meetings of officer's or
representatives of affiliated societies at times
and places to be fixed by its director, or by such
officer 's or representatives, and the proceedings
of such meetings, or portions its director selects,
may be included in its published reports ,. Each
affiliated society shall receive a copy of each of'
the publications of the state society on the same
terms as those granted to life members of the
state society,

44.06 Depository of public documents .
(1) The historical society shall be the official
public documents depository for this state .: Three

(6) Custody of public records of' county,
village, town, school district or other governmen-
tal units may be accepted by any affiliated
society which has been designated a regional
depository under s 44,10, but title to these
records shall remain with the historical society .
In the event of the dissolution or incapacity of
any af'f'iliated society, it shall be obligatory on the
last group o€ officers and members to notify the
director of the historical society that the
affiliated society can no longer retain custody of
these records and to deliver them to a depository
designated by the historical society .

44.04 School services . (1) The historical
society, as part of its program as an educational
institution, shall offer to the schools in this state
such materials as it shall prepare or rmake
available to facilitate the instruction m the
history and civil government of Wisconsin
required by s.118.01 (1) .

(2) To this end it may prepare, publish, issue,
loan or circulate such magazines, books, aids,
guides and other publications, such visual aids,
special exhibits, and other teaching materials
and aids as it, in consultation with the
department of' public instruction, deems ad-
visable .

(3) It may make such charges as its board of
curators shall establish as just and proper to
defray in part the costs of this program,

44.05 American history research center .
(1) The historical society, in order to promote
the wider understanding of the significance of
the American heritage, shall encourage research
in American history in general, and in the history
of Wisconsin and the west particularly, through
its American history research center and the
other divisions of this agency, and interpret to
the public the nature of the said heritage, and the
role of state and local history in elucidating and
facilitating the understanding of the American
democracy, social, political, cultural and eco-
nomic,

(2) The society; in pursuit of'these goals, may
be the beneficiary of bequests in any form, may
undertake research projects, make grants-in-aid
to students of particular topics germane to the
purposes of the center, publicizee the American
story or parts thereof through publications of
various types, exhibits, photographic or
microphotographic reproductions, radio, page-
antry and such otherr media as may best lend
themselves to its work .
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(3) The society may participate in co-
operative or ,joint exhibits with other museums or
auxiliac,y societies in this program, and may out
of the appropriation in s . 20 .245 (1) extend
financial assistance not to exceed $1,000 in the
aggregate in any yearr to other, museums or
auxiliaries where and only where such aid is
found necessary to enable such other museums
or auxiliariesxo participate in this program .

{4) Transportation charges and other minor
costs of such extension exhibits may be charged
the exhibitor .

44 .09 . County , local and court records .
The proper officer of any county, city, village,
town, school district or other local governmental
unit may offe r , and the historical society may
accept for preservation, title to such noncurrent
records as in the historical society's,judgment are
of permanent historical value and which are no
longer needed for- administrative purposes by
such local governmental unfit . . The proper officer
of any court may offer-, and the historical society
may accept for preservation, on order of the
,judge of the court, title to such records as have
been, photographed or microphotographed or
which have been on file for at least 75 years, and
which are deemed by the historical society to be
of permanent historical value . . .

44.10 Regional depositories for records.
(1) Said society, throughh its board of curators, in
its corporate capacityand as trustee of the state
may enter' into agreements with the state
universities of such other public or quasi-public
institutions, agencies or corporations as the said
board of curators of the said society shall
designate to serve as the regional records
depository for a given area . Said agreements
shall' specify the area to be served by the
depository, and the methods of accessioning,
cataloging, care, housing, preservation and
servicing of these and such other material as may
be placed by the historical society or in the name
of the historical society in such regional
depositories -under, such agreements, it being the
intent of this section to provide an orderly,
uniform state-wide system for the retention and
preservation of important court, county and
local public records on a manageable basis and
under proper professional care in the region of
originOnly where such at rangements cannot be
accomplished may the said society transfer such
records to the state archives . . Said society shall
compile and maintain for reference purposes as
soon as may be convenient a union list of the
records of county, city, village, town, school
district, or other-, local governmental unit, or
court, title to which is transferred to it under s ..
44 .09,

copiess of all printed, . mimeographed,, or other-
wise reproduced state publications, : reports,
releases and other matter published at the
expense of' the state shall be sent to the historical
society by the department of administration in
accordance with s . 35 .. 8.5 (7) . . In those instances
where a given publication is :nott distributed by
the department of administration, 3 copies shall
be sent ; to the historical society by the
department, commission or agency of' origin .

(2) The director of' the historical society shall
file with the department of administration, and
may revise, lists of state, county, municipal,
federal, or other agencies to which state public
printing should be distributed in accordance
with interstate or international comity, with or
without exchange, as provided in s .. .35 .. 86, in
order to maintain or enlarge the reference
collections off the society and the state . The
documents so specified shall be shipped to the
addressees directly from thee office of the
department of administration, carriage charges
payable by the state

(3) The historical society shall keep available
to other state agencies and to citizens of
Wisconsin and other states its public document
collections under such proper and reasonable
regulations as may be deemed advisable

(4) The historical society may , loan such
documents, except those of rare nature, to other
state agencies for, official use or on interlibrary
loan to other ref'er'ence libraries under such rules
andd regulations ' and for- such period as may
appear desirable,

(5) The historical society shall prepare a
periodic checklist of public documents issuedd by
the state, including all reports, circulars,
bulletins and releases issued by the various state
departments, boards, commissions and agencies
and shall publish this list in such form and with
such notes as to show the scope and purpose of
such publication.

44.07 Museum extension service. (1) The
historical society, in conjunction with .h itss
museum program and in orderr to make its
collections and the teaching values of museum
materials available on a state-wide basis and to
stimulate more effective local museum techni -
ques, may operate a museum extension servicee
with or without the co-operation of other
museums or its auxiliary societies .

(2) The said society may for such purpose
lend to other museums, public libraries, art
galleries, colleges, schools or other responsible
institutions or organizations, under such rules
and safeguards and for such periodd as it deems
desirable, such items and objects from , its
collection's as are not irreplaceable,
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44 .13 Eaiucationa l facilities at Old Wade
House state par k. (1) The state carriage
museum, to be known as the Wesley W, Jung
Carriage Museum, located at Old . WadeHouse
state park, shall be developed by cooperation of
the department of natural resources, the society,
and such other agencies as may be interested
therein, in accordance with such arrangements
as the department of natural resources and
society agree upon . .

(2) The purpose of this museum as an
educational facility is to-portray graphically the
hand and horse-drawn vehicle development in
bygone days, so that the great and dramatic
changes in land transportation may be made
vividd to this and future generations, Selected
examples of these vehicles illustrating the
ingenuity, inventiveness and artistic skills of the
pioneer :cr'af'tsmann may be preserved . .d and
exhibited in a dignified, appropriate and
effective manner .

(3) In operating this museum, the society
may charge an admission fee to defray in part the
costs of operation in accordance, with s . 44 .02
(5)

44. 14 Central depository loan collection ,
federal documents. (1) It is the purpose of
this section to establish a more economical
system of handling federal documents, in this
state in suchh a way as to effect savings of 'staff
and space to the participating libraries, both
state and local; to make such documentss more
available to more of the people, colleges and
libraries of the state, in accordance with the
purposes of the federal depository act of 1895
and the needs of the citizens of the.state; and tb
make Possible,substantial economies in the
publication costs of such documents at the
federal' level as well. To this end the state
documents depository established by s, 44 06
may acquire' and establish a central state'
depository and loan collection of federal
documents for the benefit of the university of
Wisconsin, the 'state law library, the state
universities, the depository libraries and such
other' college and public libraries in this state as
may desire to share in the benefits of this loan
collection .

(2) The state universities and the public and
other' participating libraries, federal regulations
permitting, may'tiansf'er outright or may loan
indefinitely to this central depository any or all
federal documents now in their possession which
in their opinion are so little used for ready
reference purposes as to make their' retention
unnecessary if copies are available on loan from
thecentral depository loan collection .'

(3) Documents so transferred may be used by
the society to furnish participating libraries with

(2) The board of curator's may establish
countyy records depositories within the regions
served by the regional depositories established in
sub. (1) : . The board may enter into agreements
with these county depositories similar to those
provided above for regional depositories, and
records may be loaned temporarily from regional
depository to a county depository, title in all
cases remaining in the state society .. The union
list of records of county, city, village, town,
school district or other local governmental units,
or court, provided in sub. (1) shall indicate such
transfers or loans of records between deposito-
ries so as to show at all times the present location
of each group of'records, .

44 .11 Central depository library. The
board of curators of the historical society shall
have the same authority to participate in the
formation and maintenance of a nonprofit-
sharing corporation for the purpose of providing
and operating a central library depository' as is
conferred' upon the board of regents of the
university of Wisconsin system under' s . 36,11
(12). Section 36.11 (12) shall, so far as
applicable; apply to the board of'curatots of'the
historical society and for the purposes' of this
section 'whenever' the words "board of regents"
appear' in s . 36 .11 (12) they shall be deemed to
mean "board of' curators of the historical
society„

Histor y: 1971 c 100s 23 ; 1973 c. 335 s 1'3 .

44 .:92 Educational facilities . at Nelson
Dewey state park.. (1) The state farm and
craft museum, located at Nelson Dewey statee
park, shall, be developedd by cooperation of the
department of" natut al resources, the society„ and
such other agencies as may be interested therein
in accordance with such arrangements as the
departmentt of natural resources and society
shall agree upon

(2) The .:purposee of' this museum as an
educational facility shall be to portray graphical-
ly the far m and craft practices of bygone days, so
that the difficulties of pioneer farming, the great
changes in the productivity of farm labor and the
rise in rural income and standards: of living over
the years may be made vivid to this and future
generations . :

(3)°In' operating this museum ; the society
may charge an admission fee to defray in part the
costs of operation in accordance with s 44 .02
(5) and may loan objects or materials from this
central collection for special occasions and for
such special exhibits as it may desire to develop
at its main building, at other historic sites within
the state, with other historical societies of other
state agencies.

Electronically scanned images of the published statutes.



HISTORICAL SOCIETIES AND ARTS BOARD 44.40881

items needed for their permanent reference
collections, for thecentral loan collection, or for
exchange, trade or sale in order to make more
complete and useful the central loan collection
established by this section.

(4) The board of ' curators may establish such .44.40 American revolution bicentennial
In thisrules governing the loan of books from the commission . (Y

central depository loan collection and may make sion" means the American revolution bicenten-
such charges to cover shipping costs as may be nial commission created in s . 14 . 88 .

(1 m).. This state shall observe the Americandeemed necessaryand advisable

44.15 Historical markers council . (I) (2) The commission shall prepare and
execute ' a comprehensive program com-PURPOSES, It is declared to be in the public

interest to stimulate interest in and knowledge of memotating the ' bicentennial of the American
revolution in Wisconsin and plan, encourage,the state by marking -sites of special historical,

and coordinate observances and activi-archaeological, geological or legendary signifi-
memorializing the historic events associatedtiescance,and maintaining and developing such sites

with and the legacy of the American revolution .approximately so as to preserve their individual
(3)character istics It is the purpose of this section to The commission shall emphasize ideas

associatedaccomplish such mark ing, maintenance and with the American revolution which
have been . significant to the development of thedevelopment ;through the historical markers
nited. . States and of Wisconsin and toUcouncil : , In ;addition io ., .powers specifically

The spirit of theenumerated, the council -shall have all -powers mankind's quest for
American revolution, which . held highest thenecessary to perform its duties,
goals(2) MARKING sYSrEM . The council shall of individual liberty and responsibility, ' is
notplan, develop and. publicize a uniform of'f'icial dimmed by time; hence ; it is as pe r tinent to
Wisconsinsystem of mar king for, state historical, archaeo- and the newer ' states as to the original
3, inasmuch as all American citizens share in1logical, geological and legendary sites . . Such sites

legacyshall be marked with markers of standard
(4)

, .
In preparing its plans and program ; thedesign ; selected and approved by the council,

may participate in any related planswhich shall be displayed ' at each site with an
' ' pr ograms developed by the Americanandinscription setting forth the facts of particular,

interest Such standard design markers shall not revolution bicentennial ` commission created by
.L . . 89-491 ; 80 Scat. 259 and any state, local o fPbe used to.mark sites other than those designated

and it may designateor'by the council, or ' other sites approved by it in
committees with representatives fromwriting, and then subject to such conditions as

bodies to aid in ' planning, developing,suchthe council deems ' appropriate , : The council may
coordinatingcause the removal of any such - markers not so and executing specific activities :

The commission shall submit to the(5)used,
r of"the legislature, not(3) DorrnnoNS The council may accept governor and each 'me

latergifts, appropriations and bequests made to it f'or than July 4, 1973; an initiaTteport making
specificthe purposes of ' this sectionand use themas far as '' r ecommendations and detailing pr'o-
gramspracticable in accordance with the wishes of the for the commemoration of the American
r evolutiondonor . All money so received shall promptly be bicentennial and related events . . The
commpaid into ; the state treasury and be paid out on ission may recommend and undertake
activities including but not limited to theorder of the council . The expenditures thereof
following :shall be audited .and paid as-other disbursements

(a)bythe state treasury are audited and paid, . The The production, publication and distribu-
tioncouncil may accept the aid, support and of ` books, pamphlets, films and other
educational materials ;Cooperation of county, city, -village or town

(b)agencies, or private agencies or persons in Bibliographical and documentary
executing its projects,. All state departments, projects and publications ;
independent agencies and institutions aredirect- (c) Conferences, convocations, lectures, sem-

inared `to cooperate with it in the performance of its sandotherprograms;
of` libracies, museums,duties, Applicable laws shall ' be liberally (d) The

' history societies and historic sites andlocalconstrued in favor ofsuch cooperation,

44.21 ` Historical society parking regula- (e) Ceremonies and celebrations , com-
tions . The board of curators may establish rules memorating historic events and political to

govern parking of motor vehicles on propertyproperty

) section, "commis-

revolution bicentennial to December 31,1987 .

for-

develop

freedom,

that revolutionary

commission

private agencies groups,
special

mb

development

exhibits; including mobile exhibits ;

con-
cepts;

under the control `of' the historical society . .
Whoever' violates such a rule shall forfeit to the
state not more than $25 .

History : 1971 c 1 70
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44.40 HISTORICAL SOCIETIES AND ARTS BOARD 882

(f) Programs andd activities on the national
and international significance of the American
revolution and its implications for present and
future generations; and

(g) The issuance of commemorative medals,
seals and certificates of recognition and other
appropriate commemorative items as the com-
mission deems necessary .

(6) The report of the commission shall
include recommendations for the allocation of
financial and administrative responsibility
among the public and private authorities and
organizations recommended for participation by
the commission.. . The report shall also include
any additional proposals for legislation and
administrative action the commission considers
necessary to carry out its mission . After
reviewing the commission's report, the governor
shall transmit a message to the legislature
containing any comments and recommendations
for, legislation and a report of administrative
actions taken by him .

(7) The commission shall submit an annual
report to the governor andd the legislature and
may submit such other reports, to the governor
and the legislature as it deems appropriate or as
are requested . . A final report shall be made to the
governor and the legislature on or before
December 31,1987 .

(8) The commission may employ necessary
personnel for, the performance of its functions . It
may ;,fix the rate : of compensation for such
personnel within appropriations made therefor,
and it may terminate their employment as
necessary..

(9) In fulfilling its responsibilities, the
commission shall consult, cooperatee with and
seek advice from appropriate state, departments
and agencies, local publicc and, private bodies,
learned societies and historical, patriotic, philan-
thropic, civic, professional and related organiza-
tions. State departments and agencies may
cooperate with the commission in planning,
encouraging, developing and coordinating ap-
propriate commemorative activities .

(10) The commissionn shall determine if there
are sites within the state which are appropriate
for' preservation or development in commemora-
tion of the American revolution bicentennial in a
manner to ensure thatt fitting observancess and
exhibits may be held at the sites during the
bicentennial observance, .

(11) The.e presidents, chancellors and deans of
universities and colleges andd alll heads of'
education institutions at all levels in the state are
encouraged to cooperate with the commission,
especially in the development and coordination
of scholarly works and presentations

(92) The commission may request andd
receive from any agency of the state or any

ARTS BOARD

44 .51 Definition. In this subchapter, "board"
means the arts board .

History : 1973c 90 .

44 .53 Powers and duties. (1) The board
shall:

(a) Continually study the artistic and
cultural activities within the state,

(b) Assist arts activities in the state . .
(c) Assist communities in creating and

developing their own arts programs, _
(d) Encourage and assist freedom : of artistic

expression .
(e) Adopt rules,, pursuant to ch, 227, for the

implementation and operations of' this sub-
chapter.

(f) Plan and implement, whenappropriate
funds are available, a program of contracts with
or grants-in-aid to, groups or', in appropriate
cases, individuals of exceptional talent engaged
in or concerned withthe arts .

(2) The board may :
(a) Enter into contracts with individuals,

organizations, units of 'government and institu-
tions for services'furthering the development of
the arts and humanities .

(b) Accept all gifts and grants and expend
them f or the purposes intended,

History : 197 3 c 90

political subdivisionn thezeoffacilities, assistance
and data necessary to properly carry out its
duties . .

(13) The commission may accept donations
of money, property or personal services . Funds
shall be safeguarded, accounted for- and ex-
pended by the commissionn as required in the
performance of" its mission . . All agreements
which may cause continued commitment of'state
funds shall first be approved by the gover-nor• and
the legislative joint committee on finance .

(14) The commission may enter into lawful
agreements and perform lawful acts necessary
and proper to carry out its power's and duties ..

(15) Membership on the commission is not in
and of itself incompatible, with holding other-
public office or employment . . Members of the
commission shall serve without compensation,
but may receive reimbursement for actual and
necessary expenses .

(16) When the commission ceases to exist, all
of its records and assets shall be transferred to
the historical society for appropriate disposition .

Hi story: 1973 c . 27 .
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44 .55 Executive secretary . The board shall
appoint an executive secretary outside the
classified service to serve at its pleasure .

Hi s tory: 1973c . 90 .
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