Electronically scanned images of the published statutes.

6.02 THE ELECTORS

89-90 Wis. Stats. 92

CHAPTER 6
THE ELECTORS

WHO MAY VOTE
Quallf ications, general
Disqualification of electors
Election day age determines elector’s rights.
Elector residence
New residents; presidential voting.
Former residents.
Absent electors.
Deceased electors.
Absentee voting for military clectors
Federal overseas voting
Write-in absentee ballot.
REGISTRATION

BAN=—=SOUNOULRR

Registrars.

Where elector registration required.
Registration and voting statistics.
Where and when to register

Late registration in person.

How to register.

Verification of mail registrations.
Disqualification of electors.
Registration forms.

Filing registration forms.

Official registration list.
Transferring registration.

Access to registration list.

Poll lists; copying.

Challenging registration.

6.50 Revision of registration list.

DN NN —=—m oD
W

NRAND NANARNRANRRR
OO0 ~3 2N W

[= X% X - N - NN -
B BB BPLWWLWIL
ooa\u-ooxu-wamo@

6.54 Failure to register; rights. o
6.55 Polling place registration; voting by certification
6.56 Verification of voters not appearing on list.
6.57 Reglstratxon list for school and special elections
.VOTING
6.76 Time off for voting
6.77 Place for voting.
6.78 Poll hours. ]
6.79 Recording electors.
6.80 ‘Mechanics of voting
6.82 Assisting electors.
VOTING ABSENTEE
6.84 Construction
6.85 Absent elector; definition.

6.86 Application for absentee ballot

6.865 Federal postcard request form.
6.87 Absent voting procedure.
6875 Absentee voting in nursing and retirement homes and certain

community-based residential facilities
6.88 Voting and recording the absentee ballot

6.89 Absent electors list public.
CHALLENGING ELECTORS

6.92 Inspector making challenge.

6.925 Elector making challenge in person.

6.93 Challenging the absent elector

6.935 Challenge based on incompetency
6.94 Challenged elector oath.
695 . Voting procedure for challenged electors

WHO MAY VOTE

6.02 Qualifications, general. (1) Every U.S. citizen age 18
or older who has resided in an election district or ward for 10
days before any election where he offers to vote is an eligible
elector.

(2) Any U.S. citizen age 18 or older who moves within this
state later than 10 days before an election shall vote at his or
her previous ward or election district if the person is other-
wise qualified. If the elector can comply with the 10-day
residence requirement at the new address and is otherwise
qualified, he or she may vote in the new ward or election
district.

History:
c. 394.

An eligible elector and 2 qualified elector are identical. Ch. 6 applies to
annexation referendum elector qualifi catlons under 66.021 (6). Washingtonv.

Altoona, 73 W (2d) 250, 243 NW (2d) 404
Durational residence requirements. Chfford 1973 WLR 914.

1971 ¢. 304 5. 29 (2); 1971 ¢. 336 5. 37; 1975 ¢. 85 ss. 5, 66 (3); 1977

6.03 Disqualification of electors. (1) The following persons
shall not be allowed to vote in any election and any attempt to
vote shall be rejected:

(a) Any person who is incapable of understanding the
objective of the elective process or under guardianship pursu-
ant to the order of a court under ch. 880, except that when a
person is under limited guardianship, the court may deter-
mine that the person is competent to exercise the right to vote;

(b) Any person convicted of treason, felony or bribery,
unless his civil rights are restored.

(2) No person shall be allowed to vote in any election in
which he has made or become interested, directly or indi-
rectly, in any bet or wager depending upon the result of the
election.

(3) No person may be denied the right to register to vote or
the right to vote by reason that the person is alleged to be
incapable of understanding the objective of the elective
process unless the person has been so adjudicated in a
separate proceeding instituted for that purpose by an elector

of the municipality in accordance with the procedures set
forth in ch. 880 for determining incompetency. If a determi-
nation of incompetency of the person has already been made,
or if a determination of limited incompetency has been made
which does not include a specific finding that the subject is
competent to exercise the right to vote, and a guardian or
limited guardian has been appointed as a result of any such
determination, then no determination of incapacity of under-
standing the objective of the elective process is required
unless the guardianship is terminated or modified under s.

880.34.
History: 1973 c. 284; 1977 c. 26, 394; 1979 ¢ 110.
Disenfranchisement of felons does not deny them equal protection. Rich-
ardson v. Ramirez, 418 US 24.

6.05 Election day age determines elector’s rights. Any
person who will be 18 years old on or before election day is

entitled to vote if he complies with this chapter.
History: 1971 ¢. 336 5. 37; 1981 c. 390 5. 252

6.10 Elector residence. Residence as a qualification for
voting shall be governed by the following standards:

(1) The residence of a person is the place where his
habitation is fixed, without any present intent to move, and to
which, when absent, he intends to return.

(2) When a married person’s family resides at one place
and that person’s business is conducted at another place, the
former place establishes the residence. If the family place is
temporary or for transient purposes, it is not the residence.

(3) When an elector moves from one ward to another or
from one municipality to another within the state after the
last registration day but at least 10 days before the election,
the elector may vote in and be considered a resident of the
new ward or municipality where residing upon transferring
registration under s. 6.40 (1) or upon registering at the proper
polling place or other registration location in the new ward or
municipality under s. 6.55 (2). If the elector moves within 10
days of an election, the elector shall vote in the elector’s old
ward or municipality if otherwise qualified to vote there.
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+(4) An-unmarried person sleeping in one ward and board-
ing-in another-has residenice where he sleeps.. An unmarried
person in a. transient vocation, a: teacher or-a student who
boards at different places for part of the week, month or year,
has his residence, if one of the places is with his parents, at the
place of his parents unless through registration or similar act
he elects to establish a residence elsewhere. If he has no
parents and.if he has not registered elsewhere, his residence
shall be at the place. which he considered his residence in
preference to any other for at least 10 days before an election.
If this place is within the municipality, he is entitled to all the
privileges and sub]ect to all the duties of other crtrzens having
their residence there, 1ncludrng voting. - :

(5) A person shall not lose his residence when he leaves his

home. and goes-into another state or county, town; vrllage or
ward of this state for temporary purposes with an intent to
return,” .
«(6) As prescrrbed by artrcle III of the constrtutron no
person loses tesidence:in this state while absent from this state
on business for the United States or this state; and no member
of the armed forces of the United:States.gains a residence in
thrs state because of being stationed within this state.

(7): A-guest.at a national or a state soldiers” home in this
state, a guest at a home for the aged supported by benevo-
lence; or a: patient of any county home or other charitable
institution, resides in the municipality where the. home is
located and within the ward where he sleeps unless before
becoming a guest at the home he elects to maintain his. prior
residence as his voting residence. . -

(8) No person gains a residence in any ward or electron
district of this state while there for temporary purposes only.

(9) No person loses the right to vote at his.place of
residence while receiving public assistance or unemployment
compensation even if the legal settlement for assistance is
elsewhere.. -

(10) If a person ‘moves. to another state wrth an rntent to
make his _permanent. resrdence there, or, if whrle there he
his Wrsconsrn resrdence

((11) Neither an intent to acquire a new resrdence without
removal nor.a removal without intent, shall affect residence.

(12) Student status shall not be a consideration in deter-
mining residence for the purpose of establrshrng voter
elrgrbrlrty

(13) ‘A military elector under s 6 22 (1) (b) who is the
spouse or dependent of another military elector may elect to
take as his or her residence either the individual’s most récent
residence in. this. state. or: the.residence of-the_individual’s

spouse. or the. individual provrdmg his or her. support :
History: . 1971 ¢. 304's. 29 (2); 1975 c. 85, 94, 199; l977c 26, 1979c 260
1983'a 192,484; 1985 a.304; 1987 a.-391
[Voter, resrdency and absentee votmg discussed. 60 Atty Gen..214.
N Votmg residency of family. members or” rmlrtary per sonnel stationed in Wis-
consin discussed. 61 Atty. Gen' 269
Upon marriage to a Wisconsin servrceman a nonresident wife may take
Wisconsin voting residence of husband. 61 Atty. Gen.:365.-

6.15 .-New:residents; presidential .voting. (1). QUALIFICA-
TIONS. Any person who was or who is.-a-qualified elector
under. ss.-6.02.and '6.03, except that he or she has been a
resident:of this state for-less.than 10.days prior to the date of
the- presidential election, is entitled to. vote for the president
and vice president but for, no other offices. - The fact that the
person wasnot registered to vote in'the state from which he or
she.moved does not prevent. votrng in thisstate if the elector is
otherwise qualified... :

(2) APPLICATION FOR BALLOT. Any per son qualrfymg under
sub.-(1)-need not register to vote, but shall apply for and cast
his or her ballot as follows:

THE ELECTORS 6.15

. (a), The elector’s request for the application form may be
made to the proper municipal clerk either in person or in
writing -any - time. during. the 10-day period in which the
elector’s residence requirement is incomplete, but not later
than the applicable deadline for making application for an
absentee ballot, or may be made at the proper polling place in
the ward or election district in which the elector resides. The
application form shall be returned to the municipal clerk after
the-affidavit has. been signed in the presence of the clerk or
any officer authorized by law to administer oaths. The
affidavit shall be in substantially the following form:

STATE OF WISCONSIN

County of .. :

iydo solemnly swear that I am a citizen of the United

States, that prior- to-establishing: Wisconsin- residence, my
legal residence was in the..... (town) (village) (city) of ..., state
of ..., residing at ... (street address); that on the day of the
next presrdentral electron I shall be at least 18 years of age
and that T have been a legal resident of the state of Wisconsin
sincei:;19.., residing at ... (street address), in the [.... ward
of ‘the aldermanic-district of] the (town) (village) (city) of

., county of -....; that I have resided in the state less than 10
days, ‘that I-am qualified to vote for president and vice
president at the election to.be held November ...., 19.., that
am not ‘voting at any other place-in-this election-and that I
hereby make application for an official presidential ballot, in
accordance with sectron 6.15 of the Wrsconsm statutes.

, » Signed ..

P.O. Address ...

Subscnbed and sworn to before me thrs day of ..., 19

(b) The clerk shall provrde with the applrcatron form a card
which the elector shall fill in and return with the application
to the municipal clerk. The card shall state that the elector
inténds to vote for presrdent and vice president in Wisconsin
and that his or her voting privileges should be canceled at his
or her previous residence. The card shall be in substantially
the followmg form

.(Full Name print or type)

It is my 1ntent to vote for pre81dent and vice president in
Wisconsin, under section 6.15, Wisconsin Statutes.

01 am not regrstered to vote at my previous address.

() Iram- reglstered to vote at.my previous address and I
hereby authorize the cancellation . of my previous voting
prrvrleges at that address:

s (Street), . (Town village, crty), (State) e (ZIP)
G Signature ...

Present Address ...

--i(c): The municipal clerk upon receipt. of the application

form .and voting privileges cancellation card shall immedi-

ately forward the cardto:the proper offrcral of the applicant’s
prior residence. . -

(3) Vo1inG PROCEDURE @) Clerk s office. 1. Upon proper
completron of the application and cancellation card, the
municipal clerk shall inform the elector that he or. she may
vote for.the presidential electors not sooner than 9 days nor
later than 5,p.m. on the day before the election at the office of
the municipal clerk, or at a. specified polling place on election
day.. When. voting at the municipal clerk’s office, the appli-
cant shall provide identification and:shall mark or punch the
ballotin the clerk’s presence in a manner that will not disclose
his:or her vote. Unless the ballot is utilized with an electronic
voting.system, the applicant shall fold the ballot so as to
conceal his or. her vote. The applicant shall then deposit the
ballot-and seal it in an envelope furnished by the clerk.
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- 2. The clerk shall enclose the envelope containing the
ballot in a carrier envelope, securely seal it, and indorse ‘it
with his or her name, title and the words, “This envelope
contains the vote for president and vice president of a new
resident and shall be opened only at the polls during polling
hours on election-day”. The clerk shall keep the envelope in
his or her office until the clerk delivers it to the inspectors, as
provided in‘sub. (4). :

3. The clerk shall keep open to public inspection a list of all
new residents who have voted under this section. The list
shall give the name, address and application date of éach
elector.

(b) Election day. An eligible elector may appear at the
polling place for the ward or election district where he or she
resides and make application for a ballot under sub. (2). In
such. case, the inspector or special registration deputy-shall
perform the duties of the municipal clerk. The elector shall
provide identification. - If the elector is qualified, he or she
shall be permitted to vote. The elector shall mark or punch
the ballot and, unless the ballot is utilized with an electronic
voting system, the elector shali fold the ballot, and shall give it
to the inspector. The inspector shall deposit it directly in the
ballot box... Voting machines or ballots. utilized with elec-
tronic voting systems-may only be. used by electors voting
under this section if they permit voting for pre31dent and vice
president only. '

(4) DELIVERY- AND DEPOSIT OF BALLOTS, () Clerks holding
new resident ballots shall deliver them to the election inspec-
tors in the proper ward or election district where the new
residents reside, as provided bys. 6.88 for absentee ballots.

(b) During polling hours, the inspectors shall open each
carrier envelope, announce the elector’s name, check the
affidavit for proper execution, and check the votmg qualifica-
tions for the ward, if any.

(¢) The inspectors shall open the innér envelope without
examination of the ballot other than is necessary to see that
the issuing clerk has indorsed it.

(d) Upon satisfactory completion of the procedure under
pars. (b) and (c) the inspectors shall deposit the ballot in the
ballot box. The inspectors shall enter the name of each
elector votmg under this section on a separate hst mamtamed
for the purpose under's. 6.79.

(e) If the person i$ not a qualified elector in the ward or
municipality, or if the envelope is open or has been opened
and resealed, the inspectors shall reject the vote.- ‘Rejected
ballots shall be processed the same as rejected absentee
ballots, under s. 6.88 (3) (b).

.(5) CHALLENGE OF VOTE. Any new resident’s vote may be
challenged. for cause in the manner provided in ss. 6.92 to
6.95.

(6) DEATH OF ELECTOR. When it appears by due proof to the
inspectors that a person voting under this section has died
before the date of the election, the inspectors shall return the

ballot with defective ballots to the issuing official.
lgsl;istogg:l, 1977 ¢. 394;:1979 c. 3115 1981 ¢. 391; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304;
a. . .

6.18 - Former residents. If ineligible to qualify as an elector
in the state to-which he has moved; any former qualified
Wisconsin elector may vote an absentee ballot in the ward of
his prior residence in any presidential election occurring
within 24 months after leaving- Wisconsin by requesting an
application form and returning it, properly executed, to-the
municipal“clerk -of his prior-Wisconsin residence. - When
requesting an application form for-an absentee ballot, the
applicant shall specify his eligibility for-only the presidential
ballot: The application form shall require the following
information and be in substantially the following form:
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This blank shall be returned to the municipal clerk’s office.
Application must be received in sufficient time for ballots to
be mailed and returned prior to any presidential election at
which applicant w1shes to vote. Complete all statements in
full.

APPLICATION FOR PRESIDENTIAL

¢ ELECTOR’S ABSENT BALLOT.

(To be voted at the Presidential Election

on November' ..., 19..) ~

I, ... hereby swear or affirm that I am a citizen of the United
States formerly resxdmg at ... in'the'... ward .... aldermanic
district (city, town, village) of ey County of .... for 10 days
prior to leaving the State of Wisconsin. I, .... do solemnly
swear ot affirm that I do not qualify to register-or vote under
the laws of the State of ....(State you now reside in) where I am
presently residing. “A citizen must be a resident of: State
...(Insert time) County ....(Insert time) City, Town or Village
...(Insert time), in order to be eligible to register or vote
therein. I further swear or affirm that my legal residence was
established in the State of ....(the State where you now reside)

.. Month .... Day .... Year.
Signed ....
Address ....(Present address)
i o (City) ‘.M,.,(State)
Subscribed ‘and sworn to before me this ... day of ..

(Notary Public; or other ofﬁcer authonzed to admmlster
oaths )

..(County)
My Commission expires
MAIL BALLOT TO:
NAME .
ADDRESS » '
CITY-.... STATE .... ZIP CODE ...
Penalties for Violations. Whoever swears falsely to any ab-
sent elector affidavit under this section may be fined not more
than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than 6 months, or both.
Whoevér intentionally votes more than once in an election
may be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more
than 3 years, or both

..(Municipal Clerk)

..(Municipality)

History: 1971 ¢ 3045.29 (1), (2); 1975 ¢ 85 55.9, 66 (3)-

6.20 Absent electors.,Any qualified elector of this state
who. registers where required may vote by absentee ballot

under ss. 6.84 to 6.89.
History: . 1985 a. 304.

6.21 - Deceased electors. When by due proof it-appears to
the inspectors that a person voting under this section has died
before the date of the election, they shall return the ballot
with defective ballots to the issuing official: The casting of
the ballot of a deceased e]ector does not invalidate the

election. .

History: 19852, 304

6.22 © Absentee voting for mllltary electors (1) DErINI-
TIONS. In this section:

(a) “Member of the merchant marine” means an individ-
ual, other' than a member of a uniformed service or an
individual employed, enrolled or maintained on the Great
Lakes-or the inland waterways, who-is any of the following:
© 1. Employed as an’ officer of crew member of a vessel
documented under the laws of the United States, or a vessel
owned by the United States, or.a vessel of foreign-flag
registry under charter to or control of the United States.

2. Enrolled with ‘the United' States for employment or
training for employment, or maintained by the United States
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for emergency relief service, as an officer or crew member of

any such vessel.

(b) “Military elector” means.any of the following:

1. Members of a uniformed service; -

2..Members of the merchant marine-of the United States.

3.. Civilian employes of the United States and civilians
officially attached to a uniformed service who are serving
outside the United States. .

4. Peace corps volunteers. :

5, Spouses and dependents of those listed in the above
categories residing with or accompanying them.

(c) “Uniformed ‘service” means the U.S. army, navy, air
force, marine corps or coast guard, the commissioned corps
of the federal public health sérvice or the commissioned corps
of the national oceanic and atmospheric administration.

-(2) APPLICATION AND VOTING PROCEDURE. (2) A military
elector shall vote in the ward or election district for the
address of his or her residence pnor to becoming a military
elector, except that:

L. A military elector voting in this state who is the spouse of

another military elector and who did not maintain a residence
in this state prior to becoming a military elector shall vote in
the .ward or electlon dlstnct for:the address of his or her
spouse; . -

2. ;A military elector voting in this state who is the
dépendent -of another ‘military elector and who- did: not
maintain a residence in this state prior to becoming a military
elector shall' vote in the ward or election district for the
address of the individual providing his or her support.

. 3. /A military elector-who is the spouse of another military
elector and.whose most recent residence in this state was
different than the residence of his or her spouse prior- to
becoming a military elector may vote in the ward or election
district for the address.of his or her former residence or the
ward or election district for the address of his or her spouse.

4. A military elector who is the dependent of-another
military elector and whose most recent residence in this state
was different than the residence of the individual providing
his ‘or her support prior to becoming a military elector may
vote in the ward or election district for the address of his or
her former residence or the ward or election district for the
address of the individual providing his or her support.

(b) Whenever an application, affidavit or other act is
required in ss. 6.86 to 6.89 any military elector may fulfill the
requirements by subscribing or swearing before any person
authorized to:administer-oaths or 2 adult U.S. citizens.

(c) A federal postcard registration-and absentee ballot
request form may be used ‘to apply for an absentee ballot
under this'section if the form is completed in such a manner
that the municipal clerk or board of ¢lection commissioners
with whom it is filed is able to-determine all of the following:

1.-That the applicant is qualified to vote in the ward or
election district where he or she seeks to vote under par. (a).

- 2. That the applicant qualifies to recelve an absentee ballot
under this section

(d) If an applicant uses a fedexal form under par (c) to
request an absentee ballot for all electlons, the application
shall so state.

(3). REGISTRATION EXEMPT.. Military electors are not re-
quired to register as a prerequisite to voting in any: election.

{(4) INSTRUCTIONS 'AND HANDLING. A military elector may
request-an absentee ballot for any election or for all elections:
A military elector’s application for all elections ‘may be
received at any time. -A military elector’s application for an
individual election may be réceived no earlier than the first
day of the:6th-month commencing before the election. The
municipal clerk shall not mail a ballot for an election if the

THE ELECTORS 6.24

application is received later than 5 p.m. on the Friday
preceding that election. - The municipal clerk shall mail a
ballot, as soon as available, to each military elector who
requests a ballot. The board shall prescribe the instructions
for. marking or punching and returning ballots and the
municipal clerk shall enclose instructions with each ballot
and shall also enclose supplemental instructions for local
elections.- The envelope, return envelope or explanatory note
may not contain the name of any candidate appearing on the
enclosed ballots other than that of the municipal clerk affixed
in the fulfiliment of his or her duties. The material shall be
prepared and mailed to make use of the federal free postage
laws.” The mailing list established under this subsection shall
be kept current in the same manner as provided ins. 6.86 (2)
(b).

" (5) VOTING PROCEDURE. Except as authorized in s. 6. 25, the
ballot shall be marked or punched and returned, deposited
and recorded in the same manner as other absentee ballots.
In addition, the affidavit under s. 6.87 (2) shall have a
statement of the elector’s birth date. Failure to return the
unused ballots in a primary election does not invalidate the
ballot on which the elector casts his or her votes.

(6) MiILITARY ELECTOR LIST. Each municipal clerk shall
keep an up-to-date list of all eligible local military electors;
city clerks shall keep the lists by wards. ‘The list shall contain
the name, latest-known military residence and military mail-
ing address of each military elector. All persons over 18 years
of age or who will be 18 years old prior to an election shall be
listed and remain on the list for the duration of their tour of
duty.: The list shall be kept current through all possible
means.  Each clerk shall exercise reasonable care to avoid
duplication of names oi listing anyone who is not eligible to
vote. “Each clerk shall distribute 2 copies of the list to the
appropriate ward in the municipality for use on election day.

(7) EXIENSION OF PRIVILEGE. This section applies to all
military electors for 10 days after the date of discharge from a
uniformed setvice or termination of services or employment
of individuals specified in sub. (1) (b) 1 to 4.

History:: 1971 ¢ 304s. 29 (2); 1971.¢. 336 5. 37; 1973 ¢. 3345.57; 1975¢. 85

ss.-10, 66 (3); 1977 c. 394; 1979 ¢. 89, 311;.1981 c. 391 1983 a. 434; 1985 a. 304;
1987a 3915 1989a 192 _

6.24  Federal overseas voting. (1) DEFINITION. In this sec-
tion, “overseas elector” means a citizen not disqualified from
voting under s. 6.03 who has or will attain the age of 18 by the
date of an election who does not qualify as a resident of this
state under s. 6.10; but who was last domiciled in this state
immediately prior to departure from the United States,'and is
not reglstered to vote or votmg in any other state, temtoxy or
possession.

(2) ELIGIBILITY. An overseas elector under sub. (1) may
vote in any election for national office, 1nclud1ng the Septem-
ber- pnmary and presidential preference primary and any
special primary or election. Such elector may not vote in an
election for state or local office. An overseas elector shall
vote in the ward or.election district in which he or she was last
domiciled prior to departure from the United States.

(3) REGISTRATION. If registration is required in the munici-
pality where- the, overseas elector resides, the elector shall
register- on a form prescribed by the board designed to
ascertain the elector’s qualifications under this section. The
form shall be substantially similar to the original form under
s..6.33 (1), insofar as applicable. - Registration shall be
accomplished in accordance with s. 6.30 (3).

_(4) REQUESTs. (a) An overseas elector who is properly
registered where registration -is required may request an
absentee ballot in- writing under ss. 6.86 to 6.89. The board
shall prescribe a special certificate affidavit form for the
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envelope for overseas electors under this section which shall
be-substantially similar to that provided in s. 6.87 (2). An
overseas elector who is not registered ‘may request both a
registration form and-an absentee ballot for a specific election
at the same time, and the municipal clerk shall mail the ballot
automatically if the registration form is received within the
time prescribed 'in s. 6.30 (3).”- Whenever an application,
affidavit or other act is required in ss. 6.86 10 6.89 an overseas
elector may fulfill the requirements by subscribing or swear-
ing before any, person authorized to admmrster oaths or 2
adult U.S. citizens. .

(b) A federal postcard registration and- absentee” baliot
request form may be used ‘to apply for an abséntee ballot
under par. (a) if the form is cémpleted in such manner that the
mumcrpal clerk or board of election commissioners with
-'whom it is filed is able to determine -all of the following:

1. That the applicant is an overseas elector under sub. (1)

2. That the applicant quahf es to vote in the ward or
electron drstrrct where he or she seeks to vote under sub. (2).

(5) BALLOTS The board shall prescrrbe a special ballot for
use under this section whenever necessary. - Official ballots
under ss. 5.60 (8) and 5.64 (3) may also be used. The ballot
shall be designed to comply with the requrrements of ss. 5.60
(8), 5.62.and 5.64 insofar as apphcable All'ballots shall be
limited to national offices only. :

(6) INSTRUCIIONS ‘AND HANDLING. The. mumcrpal clerk
.shal] mail a ballot, as.soon as available, to each overseas
elector by whom a request has been made. The board: shall
prescnbe the instructions for marking or punching. and
returning ballots and the municipal clerk shall enclose such
instructions with each ballot. The envelope, return envelope
and mstructrons may not contain the name of any candidate
appearing on the enclosed ballots other than that of the
municipal clerk affixed in the fulfillment of his or her, duties.
The Jmunicipal clerk shall mail the material postage prepaid
to any place in the world. The overseas elector shall provide
return postage. )

- (7Y VoTING PROCEDURE. Except as authorrzed under 5. 6. 25
the ballot shall be marked-or punched and returned, depos-
jted and recorded in the same manner as other absentee
ballots. In addition, the certificate-affidavit shall-have a
statement of the elector’s birth date. Failure to return the
unused ballots in a primary. election does not .invalidate the
ballot on which the elector casts his or her votes. - ‘

.{8): OVERSEAS ELECTOR LIST. Each municipal clerk where
registration is.not required shall keep an up-to-date list of all
eligible local overseas electors; city clerks shall keep the lists
by wards. The list shall contain the name, latest-known
residence and mailing address of each overseas elector. “The
list. shall be kept current through -all possible means. Each
clerk shall -exercise reasonable care to avoid duplication of
names ot listing anyone who is not eligible to vote. Each clerk
shall distribute 2 copies of the list to the appropriate polling
places in the municipality for-use on election day.
192Hrstory 1977c. 394; 1979:c. 260, 311; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a

6.25 erte-m absentee ballol. (1) ‘Any mdrvrdual who
qualifies as' a military elector under s.-6.22 (1) (b) or an
overseas ‘elector under s.76.24 (1)-and who transmits-an
application’ for an official absentee. ballot for a general
election no later than 30 days before election day may, in lieu
of the official ballot, cast a federal write-in absentee ballot
* prescribed under 42 USC 1973ff-2 for any candidate or for all
of the candidates of any recognized political party for na-
tional office listed on the official ballot at the general election
if the federal ‘write-in absentee ballot is received by the
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approprrate municipal clerk no later than the time pr escrrbed
in s. 6.87 (6).
(2) Any individual who qualifies as a military elector under
5. 6.22 (1) (b) and who trafismits an application for an official
abs‘eritee?bal’lot for any election no later than 30 days before

election day may, in lieu of the official ballet; cast a write-in

absentee ballot for any candidate or for all of the candidates
of any recognized political party listed on tti¢ official ballot at
the election if the write-in absentee ballot is received by the
appropriate municipal clerk-no later:than the time prescribed
in s. 6.87 (6). The ballot shall .contain: the information
required under s..5.55 whenever applicable and on the face
shall indicate the type-and:date of election and shall list the
offices to be filled:and the number of votes that each elector
may cast for each office: The ballot shall include a number of
spaces: under: each -office equal . to.the number of votes

-permitted to:be cast for that office for the elector to write in

the names of candidates. ;

(3) Any individual who qualrﬁes as am-overseas elector
under-s. 6.24. (1) and who' transmits an application for an
official absentee ballot for any election no later than 30 days

before election'day may, at-any-election for national office in

lieu of the official ballot, cast a: write-in absentee ballot for
any candidate for national office or for all of the candidates
of any recognized political party for national office listed on
the official ballot at the election if the write<in absentee ballot
is received by the appropriate municipal clerk no later than
the time prescribed in's: 6.87 (6). The ballot shall contain the
information required under s. 5.55 whenever applicable and
on the face shall indicate the type-and date of election and
shall-list- the offices to. be filled. “The ballot shall include a
space under each offlce for the elector to Wi rte in the name of
acandidate. .

(4) A write-in absentee ballot issued under sub (1), (2) or
(3) is valid only if all-of the following apply: =~ © -

“(a) The ballot’is submrtted from a locatron outsrde the
Umted States,” -

(b) The élector submrttrng the ballot does not submrt an
ofﬁcral ballot within the trme prescrrbed in's. 6 87 (6)

Hrstory 1987a 391 1989a 192

REGISTRATION

6 26 Registrars (1) Where regrstratron is apphcable ‘under
$.:6:27, the municipal clerk or'the board of election commis-
sioners of each municipality shall administer: elector registra-
tion within the municipality: in- accordance ‘with. the proce-
dures prescribed under ‘sub. (3)..-The clerk or board of

election commissioners:-shall prepare and mamtam the regrs-

tration.list under this chapter. -
(2) (2) ‘A: qualified elector of the state may apply to any

‘munrcrpal ‘clerk:or: board of election commissioners to be

appointed as a special registration deputy for the purpose.of
registering electors prior-to the.close ‘of registration. An
applicant may be appointed by more than one municipal
clerk: or:board of election commissioners to serve more than
one municipality. : v

(b) The municipal clerk or board of electron commissioners
may appoint an applicant who: qualifies: under -this subsec-
tion, unless the applicant’s appointment has been.revoked by
a.municipality for cause.: A municipal -clerk or boatd: of
election commissioners may revoke an apporntment for cause
at any time:.... v

~i(c)No mdrvrdual may serveasa specral regrstr ation deputy
in a municipality’ unless’ the: individual is appornted by the
municipal -clerk. or board ‘of electron commrssroners of the
municipality. , :
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(d) This subsection does not apply to deputies appomted
under s. 6.55 (6).

- (3) The board shall, by rule, prescribe procedures for
appomtment of special registration deputies, for revocation
of appointments of special registration deputies, and for
training of special regnsttatlon deputles by municipal clerks
and boards of election commissioners. The procedures shall
be formulated to promote increased registration of electors

consistent with the needs of municipal clerks and boards of

election commissioners to efﬁaently administer the registra-
tion process. :
History: 1985 a. 304 ss..50, 52g; 1987 a 391; 1989 a. 192.

6.27 : Where elector registration required. (1) Every munic-
ipality over 5,000.population shall keep a registration list
consisting of all currently registered electors. Where used,
registration.applies to all elections.

(2) By ordinance, the govemmg body in munxcxpahtles
with less.than 5,000 population may require registration.

(3) Any mun1c1pa11ty with less than 5,000 population and
any municipality where a federal census has not yet deter-
mined the populatlon may have reglstrauon by a referendum
vote. The vote may. be taken at the spring or general election
whenever, at least 60 days before the election, the electors file
with the mumc1pa1 clerk a petition requesting a referendum
asking whether registration shall be required. The petition
shail conform to the requirements of s. 8.40 and be signed by
electors at least equal to 15% of the votes cast for governor in
the mumclpahty in the last general election

'(4) (a) When registration is ordered or directed under sub.
(2) or (3), it may be abolished by a referendum vote. The vote
may be taken at the spring or general election whenever, at
least 60 days before. the election, the electors file a petition
conforming to the requirements of -s.- 8.40 with the clerk
requesting .a referendum. The petition shall be signed by
electors.at least equal to 15% of the votes cast for governor in
the municipality in the last general election.

-(b) Notice shall be given as for municipal elections.

(5) Whenever registration is-established or' abolished,
under sub. (2), (3) or (4), the municipal clerk shall immedi-
ately certify the action to the county clerk and the board.

History: 1973 c. 334 5. 57; 1977 c. 394; 1979 ¢. 260, 355; 1983 a_484; 1985
2. 304; 19892 192 - ‘

6. 275 Reglstrauon and votlng statistics. (1) Within 30 days
after each primary and election at which a state or- national
office is filled or a statewide referéendum is held, mcludmg any
special election, the municipal clerk ‘or board. of “election
commissioners shall make a written statement in duplicate to
the‘c‘ounty clerk or-board of election commissioners of each
county in which the municipality is located specifying:

(a) The total number of electors reSIdmg in' that county
who voted in the municipality in that primary or election.

. (b) Where registration applies, the total number of electors
of the mun101pahty residing in that county who were preregis-
tered on the deadline speclﬁed in s. 6.28 (1), including valid
mail registrations which are postmarked by that day.

.(c) Where registration applles, the total number of electors
of the mumcxpahty residing in that county who registered
after the close of registration and prior to the day of the
primary or election under's. 6.29.

(@) Where registration applies, the total number of electors
of the municipality residing in that county who registered on
the day of the primary.or election under s. 6.55.

() The total number of electors of the municipality voting
absentee ballots-at the primary or election. -

THE ELECTORS 6.28

(2) Upon receipt of each report filed under this section, the
county clerk or board of election commissioners shall for-

ward one copy to the board within 7 days.
I-;nstmy 1979 ¢. 260; 1979 c. 355 ss. 12 to 14; 1983 a. 484; 1985 2. 304; 1989

6. 28 Where and when to register. (1) REGISTRATION LOCA-
TIONS, DEADLINE, Regxstra’uon in person for any election shall
close at 5 p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday preceding the election.
Registrations made by mail under s. 6.30 (4) must be deliv-
ered to the office of the municipal clerk or postmarked no
later than the 2nd Wednesday preceding the election. All
applications for registration corrections and additions may
be made throughout the year at the office of the city board of
election commissioners, at the office of the municipal clerk, at
the office of any register of deeds or at other locations
provided by the board of election commissioners or the
common council in cities over 500,000 population or by either
or both the mumclpal clerk, or the common council, village
or town board ‘in all other municipalities and may also be
made during the school year at any high school by qualified
persons under sub. (2) (a). Other registration locations may
include but are not limited to fite houses, police stations,
public libraries, institutions of higher education, supermar-
kets, commumty centers, plants and factories, banks and
savings and loan institutions. Special registration deputies
shall be appointed for all locations. -

(2) A1 HIGH SCHOOLS, (a) Public high schools shall be used
for registration for enrolled students and members of the high
school staff, ’

(b) The mumcxpal clerk of each municipality in which
elector registration is required shall notify the school board of
each school district in which the municipality is located that
high schools shall be used for tegistration pursuant to par.
(a). The school board and the municipal clerk shall agree
upon the appointment of at least one qualified elector at each
high school as a special school registration deputy. The
municipal clerk shall appoint such person as a school regis-
tration deputy and explain the person’s duties and responsi-
bilities. Students and staff may register at the high school on
any day that classes are regularly held. The school registra-
tion deputies shall promptly forward properly completed
reglstratlon forms to the municipal clerk of the municipality
in which the registering student or staff member resides. The
municipal clerk, upon receiving such registration forms, shall
add all those registering electors who have met the registra-
tion requirements to the registration list. The municipal clerk
may reject any registration form and shall promptly notify
the person whose registration is rejected of the re;ectxon and
the reason therefor. A person whose reglstratlon is rejected
may reapply for registration if he or she is qualified.” The
form of each high school student who is qualified and will be
eligible to vote at the next election shall be filed in such a way
that when a student attains the age of 18 years the student is
registered to vote automatically. Each school board shall
assure that the principal of every high school communicates
elector registration information to students.

'(c) The principal of any private high school havmg a
substantial number of students residing in a municipality may
request- the municipal clerk .to. establish registration dates
when a special registration deputy will be present in the high
school; or to appoint-a special school registration deputy in
accordance with par. (b). The clerk shall establish registra-
tion dates or appoint a special school registration deputy in
the high school if the clerk determines the school to have a
substantial number of students residing in the municipality.

(3) AT: OFFICE OF REGISTER OF DEEDS. Any person who
resides in.a municipality requiring registration of electors
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.shall be given an opportunity. to register to vote at the office
of the register of deeds, An applicant may fill out the required
registration form under s. 6.33. Upon receipt of a completed
form; the register of ‘deeds shall forward the form within 5
days to the appropriate municipa] clerk, or to the board of
election commissioners in cities over, 500,000 population.
The register of deeds shall forward the form immediately

whenever regrstratron closes within 5 .days of receipt.

History: * 1971 ¢. 304.$. 29 (2); 1973 c. 166, 225, 334; 1975 c. 85, 199; 1977 c.
378, 394,447; 1979 c. 32; 1981 ¢. 44’ 3; 1981 c.202s. 23; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a.
304; 1989 a. 31, 192. ,

6.29 Late registration |n person (1) No names may be
addedto'a registration list for’ any election after the close of
registration, except as authorized under this section or s. 6. 55
(2) or (3). Any person whose name is not on the registration
list but who is otherwrse a qualrﬁed elector is ertitled to vote
at the election upon compliance with this section.

(2) @) Any qualified elector of a mumcrpalrty where
registration is required who has not previously filed a regis-
tration form or whose name does not appear on the regrstra-
tion list of the mumcrpalrty shall be entitled to vote at the
election if he or she delivers to the mumcrpal clerk a registra-
tion form executed by the elector. The form shall contain a
certrﬁcatron by the elector that all statements are true and
correct Alternatively, if the elector cannot obtam a registra-
tion form, the elector may deliver a statement, signed by the
elector, containing all of the information required on. the
registration form. The elector shall present accéptable proof
of residence as provided in s. 6.55 (7). If no proof is
presented, the registration form or the listing of ‘required
information shall be substantiated by one other elector of the
municipality, corroborating all “the material statements
therein. The corroborating elector shall then provide accept-
able proof of resrdence under §. 6.55 (7). The signing of the
form by the registering elector and statement by the cor-
roborating elector shall be doné in the presence of .the
municipal clerk or deputy clerk not later than 5 p.m. of the
day before an election. '

(b) Upon the filing of the regrstratron form required by this
sectron, the mumcrpal clerk shall issue a certificate addressed
to the inspectors of the proper ward drrectmg that the elector
be permrtted to cast his or her vote. The’ certrfrcate shall be
numbered serially, prepared in duplicate and one copy, pre-
served in the office of the mumcrpal clerk.”

" (¢) The elector, at the time he or she. appears at the cor rect
pollmg place, shall deliver the certificate issued under par. (b)
to the mspectors “If the elector applies for and obtains an
abseéntee ballot, the certificate shall be annexed to and mailed
w1th the absentee ballot to the office of the municipal clerk.

'(d) The mspectors shall record the names of electors who
present certificates in person or for whom certificates are
presented with absentee ballots under this section on the list
maintained .under 's. 6.56 (1) “These names shall then be

added to the registration list if the electors are qualified.
Hlstory l977c 394 1987a 391 l989a 192.

6 30 How to reglsler ) IN PERSON Regrstratron apphca-
tions shall be made in person; except under subs. (2) to. (4).
(2) WHEN CONFINED OK DISABLED. A registration form for a
qualified elector-may be completed-at the home or institution
where 'an elector is-confined because.of physical illness or
infirmity or where a disabled-elector resides if the elector finds
it difficult, due to such illness, infirmity or disability, to
register in-another manner. The form shall contain a certifi-
cation by the elector that all statements are true-and correct.
A registration form for such-an elector may be made in the
presence of any individual who is- authorized to register
electors, or a formmay be signed by theelector and witnessed
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by one other elector of the municipality and then mailed or
delivered to the municipal clerk. The form shall contain a
statement that the elector is confined because of physical
illness or infirmity or is disabled and finds it difficult, due to
such illness, infirmity or disability, to register in another

‘manner.

- (3). WHEN ABSENT, Any elector who is located more than 50
miles from his. or her legal voting residence may register
before the close of registration for any election as follows:

- (a) Theelector shall secure the necessary blank registration
form and instructions for its completion from the municipal
clerk.

(b) [The elector shall certify that all statements are true and
correct. - The elector’s certification shall be witnessed by 2
4dult U.S. citizens or by‘an individual who is authorized to

administer oaths, who shall sign the form.]
NOTE: Par. (b) is shown as amended by 1989 Wis. Act 192, s. 34, eff. 7-1-90.
1989 Wis. Act 192, s. 33, repeals par. (b) effective that same date.

(¢) The elector shall return the registration form to the
clerk of the municipality where the elector resides. The form
shall be prepostpaid for return when mailed at any point
within the United States.  To be eligible to vote in an election
the form shall be received by the clerk prior to the close of the
clerk’s office -on the registration deadline date for that
electron

'(4) BY MAIL. Any eligible elector who is located not more
than 50 miles from his or her legal voting residence may
register by mail on a form prescribed by the board and
provided by each municipality. The form shall be designed to
obtain the information required in ss. 6.33 (1) and 6.40 (1) (2)
and (b).- The form shall contain a certification by the elector
that all statements are true and correct.: The form shall be

prepostpaid for return when mailed at any point within the
United States, and shall' be signed by a special registration

deputy or shall be signed and substantiated by one other
elector residing in the same municipality in which the register-
ing ‘elector resides, corroborating all material statements
therein. The form shall‘be available in'the municipal clerk’s
office and may be distributed by any elector of the municipal-
ity... The clerk shall mail a registration forrn to any elector

upon written or oral request
History: 1971 c. 249; 1975 ¢. 85 ss. 12, 65; 1975 ¢. 199, 200, 275, 422 1977
c. 283 394 1983a 484;1989 a' 192,

6 32 Verlflcahon of mail reglstrations (1) Upon receipt of
a registration form which is submitted by mail under s. 6.30
(4), the municipal clerk shall examine the form for sufficiency.

; (2) If the form is msufﬁcrent to accomplish registration or
the clerk knows or has rehable information that the proposed
elector is not: quahﬁed the clerk shall notify the _proposed
elector within 5 days, if possible, and request that the elector
appear .at the clerk’s office or other.registration center to
complete a proper. registration or substantrate the informa-
tion presented,

(3) If the form is submrtted later than the close of registra-
tion, the clerk shall make a good faith' effort to notify the
elector that he or she may register at the clérk’s office under s.
6.29 or at the proper polling place or other locatron desig-
nated under’s. 6.55 (2).

(4) If the form is sufficient to accomplish registration and
the’clerk has'no reliable information to indicate that the
proposed elector is not qualrﬁed the clerk shall enter the
elector’s name on the registration list and transmit a Ist class

Jetter ‘'or-postcard to the registrant, specifying the elector’s

ward or aldermanic district, and polling place. If such letter
or postcard is returned, or ‘if ‘the clerk is informed of a
different: address than the one specified. by the elector, the
clerk shall strike the name of the elector from the list. The
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letter--or postcard: shall specify ‘“ADDRESS CORRECTION RE-
QUESTED” or “Do NOTr FORWARD—", and if a postcard,

“RETURN- POSTAGE GUARANTEED”. .
- History: 1975 c. 85, 199;.1977 c. 394; 1979 c: 260; 1983 a. 484.

6.325 Disqualification of electors. No person may be dis-
quahﬁed as an elector unless the municipal clerk, board of
election commissioners or a challenging elector under s. 6.48
demonstrates beyond a reasonable doubt that the person
does not qualify as an elector or is not properly registered. If
it appears that the elector or proposed elector is registered in
another location, the mu‘nicipal clerk or board of election
cominissioners may require the challenged elector to sign an
authorization to cancel registration under s. 6.40 (1) (b) and
shall notify the proper official at that location. The munici-
pal clerk or ‘board of election commissioners may require
naturalized apphcants ‘to show their naturalization

certificates.

History: - 1983 a. 484 s. 37; 1985 a. 304.

6.33 Reglstratlon forms. (1) The mumcipal clerk shall
supply sufficient registration forms as prescribed by the
board printed on loose-leaf sheets or cards to ‘obtain from
each applicant information as to name, date, residence loca-
tion, citizenship, age, whether the applicant has resided
within the ward or election district for at least 10 days,
whether the applicant has lost his or her right to vote, and
whether the applicant is currently registered to vote at any
‘other location, and shall provide a space for the applicant’s
signature. - Each register of deeds ‘shall obtain sufficient
registration forms at the expense of the unit of government by
which he or she is employed for completion by any elector
who desires to register:to vote.

(2) (a) The information may be recorded by any person,
but the applicant shall sign his or her own: name unless the
applicant is unable to sign his or her name due to physical
disability. In such case, the applicant may authorize another
elector to sign the form on his or her behalf. If the applicant
so authorizes, the elector signing the form:shall attest to a
statement-that the application is made upon request and by
authorization of a named elector who is unable to sign the
form due tophysical disability Ward and aldermanic district
information shall. be filled in by the clerk.

(b) The registration form shall be signed by the. registering
elector and. any corroborating elector-under s. 6.29.(2) (a),
6.30 (2) to (4) or 6.55 (2) before the clerk, issuing officer or
registration deputy. The form shall contain a certification by
the registering elector that all statements are true and correct.

(3) The registration form may include a space for a voting
record to be filled in by the municipal clerk. If the form does
not include such a space, voting record information shall be
maintained separately by the municipal clerk in such form
that it may be retrieved by computer.

(4) When an individual’s registration is canceled, the
vmunimpal clerk “or board of election commissioners shall
enter the date and reason for cancellation on the mdiv1dual’

registration form.

History: 1971 c. 304 5. 29 (1), (2); 1971 ¢. 336’s. 37 1975¢.85ss. 15,16, 17,
66 (3); 1975 ¢, 94'5:91; 1977 c. 378, 394, 447; 1979 ¢. 32; 198lc 4, 3 1981 ¢
202's 23; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391 1989 a. 31 192.

6.35. . Filing registration forms. (1) Under the direction of
the municipal clerk-or board of election.commissioners, the
original registration forms shall be filed in one of the follow-
ing ways:-

(a) In alphabetical order of the electoxs names.

(b) In alphabetical order according to street names, in
numetical order on each street and in alphabetical order of
the electors’ names at each address on the street.
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(2) Registration forms shall be kept.on file in the office of
the municipal clerk. When the original forms are used on
election day, they shall be retur ned to the clerk within 2 days
after the election.

*(3). In municipalities employmg data processmg for keep-
ing of registration records, original registration forms shall be
maintained in the office of the municipal clerk or board of
election commissioners at all times.

(5) Duplicate registration forms shall be maintained by
municipalities not employing data processing. ‘Duplicates
shall be filed in the same order as-originals, except that
duplicates shall be filed for the entire municipality without
regard to wards.

(6) Original registration forms in municipalities not em-
p]oying’ data processing shall be maintained by ward. Origi-
nal registration forms in municipalities employing data
processing need not be maintained by ward, but the data
processing system employed shall enable retrieval of the
registration' list by ward.

History: 1971 ¢ 249;1971'¢. 304 5. 29 (2); 1971 ¢. 336; 1975 ¢ 85; 1977 c.
394; 1983 a. 484, 1985 a. 304; 1989 a.-192.

6.36 _ Official registration list. (1) The mumcipal clerk shall

compile a registration list for use in each ward following the
arrangement for registration forms under s. 6.35.

(2) The registration lists shall contain the full name and
address of each registered elector, a blank column for the
entry of the serial number of the electors when they vote, and
a form of a certificate stating that each list is a true and
complete combined check and registration list of the respec-
tive ' wards.

(3) Municipalities shall prepare at least 2 copies of the
registration list for each ward and bind them in book form.
The original registration forms constitute the official registra-
tion list and shall be controllmg whenevei discrepanmes

occur.

~ History: 1971 ¢.3045. 29 @) 1975'c. 85; 1977 ¢. 394 ss. 21, 22, 53

6.40 Transferring registration. (1) ELECTOR INITIATIVE. (a)
Within municipality. Any registered elector shall transfer reg-
istration after:a change of residence within the municipality in
which he or she is registered by -appearing in person or by
mailing to the municipal clerk a signed request stating his or
her-present address, afﬁrming that this will be the elector’s
residence for 10 days prior to the election and providing the
address where he or she'was last registered. Alternatively, the
elector may transfer his or her registration at the proper
polhng place or othet registration location under s. 6.02 (2) in

accordance with s. 6.55 (2) (). If an elector is voting at'a

former ward or election district the change shall be effective
for the next election.

_(b) Within state. Any elector who changes residence within
this state from one mumc1pahty to another shall give his or
her previous ‘residence upon apphcation for registration at
the new residence and shall sign an authorization to cancel
voting privileges at the former residence on‘a form prescribed
by the board and furnished by each municipality. The
cancellation authorization shall be:forwarded to the proper
election officials: no later than 3 days after the close of
registration.. -Such: elector may also-transfer his or her
registration:at. the proper polling place or other registration
location as provided in s. 6.55:(2).(a).

(c) Name change. Whenever an elector’s name is legally
changed, including a change by marriage or divorce, the
elector shall transfer his or her registration to his or her legal
name. by appearing in person or mailing to the municipal

clerk a signed request for a-transfer of registration to such

name. Alternatively,.a registered elector may make notifica-
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tion of a name change at his or her polling place under s. 6.55
2 (d).

(2). CLERK’S INITIATIVE. (a) Municipal clerks may transfer
any elector’s registration upon receipt of reliable information
that the elector has changed residence within the municipal-
ity. The clerk shall mail the elector a notice of the transfer.

(b) In addition to the revision which is required under s
6.50, municipal clerks may conduct door-to-door and mail
registration.canvasses at any time.. The door-to-door canvass
shall consist of both the deletion from the registration list of
the names of electors who no longer reside at the address for
which they are registered and the addition to the registration
list of the names of electors who reside at that address.: The
mail canvass shall consist .of the municipal clerk examining
the. registration -records and canceling the registration of
electors after the mailing of notices in accordance with s. 6.50
(1)-and (2) or (2m). The mail canvass may also consist of
adding to the registration list the names of eligible electors.
Both door-to-door and mail canvasses whenever made shall
be made throughout the municipality in a uniform manner.

(3) RECORDING CHANGES. All changes of names and ad-
dresses under this section shall be filed with the municipal
clerk and the clerk shall then correct the official registration

list.-
History: 1971 c. 242; 1971'c. 304 5. 29 (1), (2); l9750 85 199, 200; 1977 ¢
394 ss: 23, 24, 53; 1983 a: 484; 1985 a_ 304.

6.45 Access to registration list. (1) After the deadline for
revision of the registration list, the municipal clerk shall make
copies of the list for election use. The registration list and any
supplemental lists which are prepared at polling places or
other registration locations under s. 6.55, shall be open to
public inspection. Under the regulations prescribed by the
municipal clerk, any person may copy the registration list at
the office of the clerk. A registration list maintained at a
polling place may be examined by an observer when such use
does not interfere with the conduct of the election.

2) The municipal clerk shall furnish upon request to each
candidate who -has' filed nomination papers for an office
which represents at least part of the residents of the munici-
pality one copy of the current registration list for those areas
for which he or she is a candidate for a fee not to exceed the

cost of reproduction.
: Hrstory 1975¢. 85, 199; 1977 c. 394s 53;1983 a. 484 1989 a. 192

6. 46 Poll lists; copying. Poll lists shall be preserved by the
mumcrpal clerk until destruction or other disposition is
authorized under s. 7.23, and shall be open to public inspec-
tion. The municipal clerk shall furnish upon request to each
candrdate who has filed nomination. papers for an office
which represents at least part of the municipality one copy of
the current poll list for those areas for which he or she is a
candrdate for a fee not to exceed the cost of reproduction. Ifa
copymg machine is not accessrble, the clerk shall remove the
lists from the office for the purposes of copying, and return

them immediately thereafter.
vHistor‘y: 1975 c‘>85, 199,

6.48 Challenging registration. (1) GENERAL PROCEDURE.
'(a) Any registered elector of a municipality may challenge the
registration of any other registered elector by submitting to
the municipal clerk or executive director of the board:of
election commissionersin cities of more than 500,000 popula-
tion an affidavit stating that the electoris not-qualified to vote
and the reasons therefor.. The clerk or director, upon receipt
of the affidavit, shall mail a notification of the challenge to
the challenged elector, at his or her registered address.. -
:(b) The challenged and challenging electors shall appear
before the municipal clerk within one week of notification or
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arrange under sub. (2) to-appear before the board of election
commissioners. The challenging elector shall make an affida-
vit answering any questions necessary.to determine the chal-
lenged elector’s qualifications. Judgment rests with the
municipal clerk and decisions shall be rendered as soon as
heard. If the clerk cannot resolve the issue or has reservations
as to the answers, the clerk may require the challenging
elector to take the oath under s. 6.925. If the challenged

elector appears and contests any answer of the challenging
elector, the clerk may require the challenged elector to take

the. oath under s. 6.94 and to answer any question necessary
to determine the challenged elector’s qualifications. If the
challenging elector appears before the municipal clerk or
board of election commissioners but the challenged elector
fails to appear, such clerk or board may make the decision
without. consulting the challenged elector. If the municipal
clerk or board of election commissioners does not sustain the
challenge, the challenged elector’s registration remains valid.

(c) If the challenging elector fails to appear before the
municipal clerk within one week or in cities of more than
500,000 populatron fails to appear before the board: of
election commrssroners under sub. (2) to answer questions
and take the oath under s. 6. 925, such clerk or board shall
cancel the challenge

(d) If the clerk determines that the challenged elector is not
qualified, the clerk shall cancel the challenged elector’s regis-
tration, make the necessary change in the registration list and
notify the inspectors for the ward or election district where
the elector was registered.

(2) SPECIAL PROCEDURE IN POPUI.OUS cITies. (a) In cities of
more than 500,000 population, objections may be made
before the board.of election commissioners which shall sit on
the last Wednesday before each election from 9 am. to 12
a.m. and from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. to hear objections then made
ordeferred under sub. (1). If all the objections cannot then be
determined, the commissioners shall srt during the same
hours the next-day. - :

(b) Upon appearing’in person, ob]ectors shall be ex-
amined, under oath, by the commissioners and testimony

faken. ‘Judgmert rests with the board of election commis-

sioners and decisions shall be rendered as soon as heard. All

cases are heard and-decided summarily. The commissioners

shall determrne whether the person objected to is qualified. If
they determine that a person is not qualified, the name shall
be ‘stricken from the registration list and the proper ward
officials notified of the change immediately :

(3) CHALLENGE BASED ON INCOMPETENCY. Section 6.03 (3)

'applres to any challenge which is made to registration based

on an allegation that an elector is rncapable of understanding
the objective of the electrve process and thereby ineligible for

regrstr ation.

(C}) DISQUALlFICATION The municipal clerk or board of
election commissioners may not drsquahfy an elector under
this section except upon the grounds and in accordance with
the procedure specified in s. 6.325.

History: 1971 ¢. 304 5. 29 (2); 1973 c. 334; 1975 c. 85, 199; 1977 ¢. 394;
1979 c. llO 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a: 391. :

6.50  Revision of registration list. (1) Within 90 days fol-
lowing each general election, the municipal clerk or board of
election commissioners of each municipality in which regis-
tration is required shall examine the registration records and
identify each elector who has not voted within the previous 4
years if qualified to do so during that entire period and shall
mail a notice to the elector in' substantially the following
form: ~
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- “NOTICE OF SUSPENSION OF '

; = .REGISTRATION o :

You are hereby notified that your'voter registration will be
canceled; according to state law, for failure to vote within the
‘Previous 4-year ‘period, unless you apply for continuation of
‘your regrstratron within 30 days.. You may continue your
registration by srgnmg the statement below and retur mng itto
this ‘office by mail or in person.~

APPLICATION FOR CONTINUATION
et -OF REGISTRATION

I hereby certify that I still réside at the address at whrch |
'am regrstered and apply for continuation’ of registration.

*Signed ... . Presént-Address ..

I you “have moved wrthrn this munrcrpalrty or changed
your name, please contact this’ ofﬁce to complete a change of’
name or address form.

[Ofﬁce of clerk or’ board of election commrssroners
Address ‘

_ Telephone]

A2) The municipal clerk or board of electron commissioners
shall cancel the registration of all notified electors under sub.

(1) who, have not -applied for continuation of registration
within .30 days. of the -date . of marlrng of the notice of
suspension, . .- .

«(2m):(a) As an alternatrve to the procedure prescrrbed in
subs -(1)-and. (2), the governing body-of a municipality where
registration is:required-may provrde for revrsron of regrstra-
tion lists-under this subsection.: ;

(b) Following each genera] e]ectron, the mumcrpal clerk of
the. mumcrpalrty shall revise-and correct the registration list
"by reviewing the registration of any elector who failed to vote
within the: past 4 years if qualified to.do so during that entire
period. Each such elector shall be mailed an-address verifica-
tion-card under par. (c).. If.an address-verification card is
returned by the postal'service to-the clerk, the registration of
such elector shall be canceled. Otherwise, the registration
shall be retained notwithstanding failure of the elector to vote
at any election,’ except as provided in subs. (4) to-(7).

»-(e):Upon a 1st class.postcard bearing the mailing legend,
“Do 'NOT. FORWARD — RETURN: POSTAGE GUARANTEED”’; the
voter address verification shall read substantially as follows:

+*OFFICIAL VOTER. ADDRESS VERIFICATION:

The official -voter ‘registration list-shows that you -are
Tegistered:to.vote by the name and address appearing on the
front of this’card: If either the name or address appearing on
the front of this.card is.incorrect, please contact this office in
person. or by'mail:” Improper regrstratron may result in your
berng denred the right to.vote. .

- - [Office of clerk Clerk’s address Telephone]”

(3) Upon recerpt of reliable information that a registered
elector has changed his or her residence to a location outside
of the’ munrcrpalrty, ‘the’ municipal clerk or board of election
commissioners shall notify the elector by mailing a notice by
Ist class mail to the elector’s registration address stating the
source:of the information.:“All municipal departments and
agencies receiving information that a registered elector has
changed his or her residence shall notify the clerk or board of

“election commissioners:” If the elector no longer resides in'the
municipality or fails to apply.for continuation of registration
within 30 days of the date the-notice is mailed, the clerk or
‘board.: of -election. commissioners shall cancel the-elector’s
registration.. .-Upon -receipt:of. reliable information that a
registered elector:has changed-his or her residence within the
municipality, the municipal clerk or board of election com-
missioners shall ‘transfer .the elector’s registration and mail
the elector a notice of the transfer under s. 6.40 (2). ‘This
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subsection does not restrict the right of an elector to challenge
any registration under s. 6.325, 6.48, 6.925 or 6.93.

(4) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners
shall cancel the registration. of deceased electors by means of
checking vital statistics reports. No notice need be sent of
registrations canceled under this subsection.

(5) The registration of any elector whose address is listed at
a building which has been condemned for-human habitation
by the municipality under s.66.05.(2) shall be rnvestrgated by
the municipal clerk or board of election' commissioners. If
the clerk or-board. of election commissioners can find no

‘reason why the registration of such an elector should not be

stricken from the registration list; the elector’s registration
shall be canceled. If the elector has left a forwarding address

with the U.S. postal service, a notice of cancellation shall be
‘mailed by the clerk or board of electron commissioners to the

forwarding address.
(6) The municipal clerk, upon author ization by an elector

:shall cancel the elector’s registration.

“:(7) When-an elector’s registration is canceled, the munici-
pal clerk :shall-make an- entry upon the registration card,

:giving the date and cause of cancellation.

*(8) Any municipal-governing body may direct the munici-
pal clerk’or board of election commissioners to arrange with
the U.S: postal service pursuant to applicable federal regula-
tions; to receive change of address information with respect
to individuals residing within the municipality for revision of
the elector registration list. ' If required by the U.S. postal
service, the governing:body may create a registration com-

‘mission consisting of the municipat clerk orexecutive director

of 'the board of election commissioners and 2 other electors of

the:municipality appointed by the clerk or executive director

for the purpose of making application for address changes
and processing theinformation received. The municipal clerk
or:executive director shall act as chairperson of the commis-

sion. ‘Any authorization under this subsection shall be for a
definite period or until-the municipal governing body other-
‘wise determines, The procedure shall apply uniformly to the
‘entiré  municipality whenever used. ‘The procedure shall

provide for receipt of complete change of address informa-
tion on an automatic basis, or not less often than once every 2
years during the 60 days preceding the close of registration
for the: September primary. " If-a municipality adopts the
procedure for obtaining address corrections under this sub-

section, it need. not.comply. with the procedure for mailing

address verification cards under subs. (1) and (2) or (2m).
* (9) Whenever-a name is stricken from the regrstratron list,
the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners shall

enter the reason for strrkrng on the lrst next to the strrcken

name, .
(10) Any eléctor whose regrstratron is canceled under thrs
seéction may have his or her- regrstratron rernstated by filing a

new registration form. o
History:. 1971 c. 242; 1971 ¢.304 s: 29 (2) 1971 c. 3365 37;-1973 c. 164;

:l975c 85 199 200 l977c 3945s,27, 53; l979c 260;1983 2. 484;19852 304;

1987

A6 54 Farlure to regrster, rrghts No name may be added to
the registration list after the close of registration, but any

person whose name is not on the registration list but who is

otherwise a qualrﬁed elector is entitled to.vote at the election

upon complrance with 5. 6.29 0r.6.55. :
History: 1985 a. 304 5. 60.

6.55 Polling place registration; votmg by certmcatlon (2)

{(2):Except-where the procedure under par. (c) is employed,

any person who qualifies as an elector in the ward or election
district where he or she desires to vote; but has not previously

filed a registration form, or was registered at another: location
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in a.municipality where registration is required, may request
permission to vote at the polling place for that ward or
election district, or at an alternate polling place assigned
under s. 5:25 (5) (b). When a proper request is made, the
inspector shall require the person to execute a registration
form prescribed by the board which shall contain the follow-
ing certification:

- *“1, ..., hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge, I
am a qualified elector, having resided at .... for at least 10.days
immediately preceding -this election, and that I am not
disqualified on any ground from voting, and I have not voted,
at this election.”- If a change of address is made from outside
the municipality, the elector shall file a cancellation under s.
6.40 (1) (b).

(b)- Upon executing the registration form under par. (a),
the person shall be required by a special registration deputy
or inspector to present acceptable proof of residence under
sub. (7). -If-the person cannot supply such proof, the
registration form shall be substantiated and signed by one
other elector-who resides in the same municipality as the
registering elector, corroborating all the material statements
therein. The corroborator shall then provide acceptable
proof of residence. The signing by.the elector executing the
form and by any elector who corroborates the information in
the form shall be in the presence of the special registration
deputy or inspector. Upon.compliance with this procedure,
such person shall then be. given the right to vote.

-.(c) 1.-As an alternative to registration at the polling place
under pars. (a) and (b), the board of election commissioners,
or the governing body of any municipality in which registra-
tion .is tequired may:by resolution require a person who
-qualifies as an elector-and who is not registered and desires to
register on the day of an election to do so at-another readily
accessible location in the same building.as the polling place
serving the elector’s residence or at an alternate polling place
assigned under s. 5.25.(5) (b), instead of at the polling place
serving the elector’s residence. In such case, the municipal
clétk- shall prominently post a notice. of the registration
Jocation at the polling place. The municipal-clerk, deputy
clerk or special registration deputy at the registration loca-
tion shall require such person to execute a registration form
as'prescribed under par. (a) and to provide acceptable proof
of residence as provided under sub. (7). If the person cannot
supply such proof, the registration form shall be corrobo-
rated in the manner provided in par. (b). The signing by the
elector executing the form and by any corroborating elector
shall be in the presence.of the municipal clerk, deputy.clerk or
special registration deputy.” Upon proper completion of
registration, - the -municipal clerk, deputy clerk or- special
registration deputy shall serially number the registration and
give one copy-to the elector for presentation at the polling
place serving the: elector ’s residence or an-alternate polling
place assigned under s. 5.25 (5) (b).

2. Upon compliance with the procedures under subd. 1, the
mumclpal clerk or ‘deputy clerk shall issue a cett1ﬁcate
addressed to the inspectors of the proper polling place
directing that the elector be permitted to cast his or her vote.
If ‘the elector’s registration is corroborated, the clerk shall
enter the name and address of the corroborator on the face of
the certificate. The certificate shall be numbered serially and
prepared in duplicate. The municipal clerk shall preserve one
copy in his or her office.

3. The elector, at the time he-or she appears to vote at the
polling place, shall deliver the cemficate issued under subd. 2
to-the inspectors.

(d) A registered- elector who has changed his or her name
but resides at the same address, and has not notified the

4
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municipal clerk under s. 6.40 (1) (c), shall notify the inspector
of the change before voting.. The inspector shall then notify
the municipal clerk at the time which materials are returned
under:s. 6.56.(1). If an elector changes both a name and
address, the elector shall complete a registration form at the
polling place or other-registration location under pars. (a)
and (b). ;

(3) Any quahﬁed elector in the ward or. election district
where the elector desires to vote whose name does not appear
on the registration list where registration is required but who
claims to be registered to. vote in the election may request
permission to. vote at.the polling place for that ward or
election district. 'When the request is made, the inspector
shall require the person to give his or her name and address.
If the elector is not at the polling place which serves the ward
or election district where the elector resides, the inspector
shall provide the elector with directions to the correct polling
place. If the elector is at the correct polling place, the elector
shall then execute the following written statement: “I, ...,
hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge, I am a
qualified’ elector, having resided at ... for at least 10 days
immedidtely preceding this election, and that I am not
disqualified on any ground from voting, and I have not voted
at this election and am properly registered to vote in this
election.” The person shall be required to provide acceptable
proof of residence as provided under sub. (7) and shall then

be given the right to vote. If acceptable proof'is presented, the

elector need not have the information corroborated by any
other elector. If acceptable proof is not presented, the
statement shall be certified by the elector and shall be
corroborated by another elector -who resides in. the munici-
pality: The corroborator shall then provide acceptable proof
of residence as provided in sub. (7). Whenever the question
cannot be satisfactorily resolved and the elector permitted to
vote; an inspector shall telephone the office of the municipal

“clerk to reconcile the xecords at the polling place with those at

the office.

(5) Any pexson who v1olates this section may be punished
as provided in‘ss. 12.13 (3) (g) and - 12.60 (1) (b).

*(6) The governing body or board of election commission-
ers of any municipality may provide by resolution that any of
the registration duties of inspectors under sub. (2) shall be
carried ouit in the municipality by special registration deputies
appomted by the municipal clerk or board. of election com-

‘missioners at any polling place or other registration location

whenever the clerk or board of election commissioners deter-
mines -that the- registration process  provided for in that
subsection will be facilitated thereby. The deputies shall be
spe01ally appointed by the clerk or board of election commis-
sioners. for one election only to conduct elector registration
only .

- (1) (a) Fox pur poses of this section, a foxm of identification
constitutes.acceptable proof of residence if it includes:

" 1.-A current and complete name, mcludmg both the given
and family name; and

2.°A current-and complete re51dent1al addtess including a

.numbered street address, if any, and the name of a

municipality.

(b) If an elector’s address has changed since a piece of
identification was issued, the new information may be typed
or printed on the identification by hand, in ink.

(¢) Forms of identification which constitute acceptable
proof of residence under this section, when they contain the
information specified in par. (a), include the following:

1. A Wisconsin motor vehicle operator’s license.

2. A Wisconsin identification card 1ssued under s. 125.08,
1987 stats:
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3. Any other official identification card or license issued by
a Wisconsin governmental body or unit or by an employer in
the normal course of business, but not including a business
card.

. 4. A credit card or plate.

5. A library card.

6. A check-cashing or courtesy card issued by a merchant
in the normal course of business.

7. A real estate tax bill or receipt for the current year or the
year preceding the date of the election.

8. A residential lease which is effective for a penod that
includes election day.

9. A umversuy, college or technical institute fee card.

10.A umver sity, college or technical institute identification
card..

:11. ‘An airplane pilot’s license.

12. A gas, electric or telephone service statement for the
penod commencmg not earllex than 90 days before election
day.. -

(d) Forms of identification speafled in par. (c)-which are
valid for use dunng a specified period shall be valid on the
day ofan election in order to constitute acceptable proof of

residence at that-election.

History: 1971 c. 304'5. 29 (2); 1973 ¢. 222; 1975 ¢ 85 93, 199, 200; 1977 ¢.
394, 427; 1979 c. 311; 1981 c. 44 5. 3; 1981¢ 202’s: 23; 19832 484; 1985 a. 304;
1987a 301; 1989.27 31,192 -

6.56 Verification of voters not appearmg on list. (1) The
list containing the names of persons voting under ss. 6.29 and
6.55 (2) and (3) shall be returned together with all forms and
certificates to the municipal clerk.

) Upon receipt of the list, the municipal clerk shall make
a check to determine whether each person who has been
allowed to vote under s. 6.55 (3) is properly registered. If so,
‘the clerk shall correct the registration list. “If the address on
the registration list is not correct; the clerk shall correct the
address. The clerk shall then notify the elector by postcard
‘when he or she is properly registered. If such person is found
not to be properly registered, the clerk shall send the pérson a
Ist class” letter with that information, containing a mail
registration form under s. 6.30 (4).- The letter shall be marked
“ ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED”. If'such letter is returned
undelivered, or if the U.S. postal service notifies the clerk of
an improper address which was apparently improper on. the
‘day of the election; the clerk shall notify the district attorney.

(3) The municipal clerk or board of election commissiotiers
shall make an audit-of all electors registering to vote at the
polling place or other:tegistration location under-s. 6.55(2)
upon- receipt: of -the list under sub. .(1). The audit shall be
made by: 1st class postcard. - The postcard shall be labeled
“ ADDRESS . CORRECTION REQUESTED”’ or “‘DO NOT FORWARD—
'RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED”. “If any postcard is returned
‘undelivered, or if the clerk or board of election commission-
ers is informed of a different address than the one specified by
the elector which was apparently improper on the day of the
election, the cletk or board shall remove the elector’s name
from the registration: list, mail the eléctor a notice of the
removal and provide the name to the district attorney for the
-county: where the polling place is located.

(4) After each election, the municipal clerk shall carefully
check to assure that no person has been allowed to vote more
than-once. Whenever the municipal clerk has good reason to
believe that a person has voted mote than once inan election,
the clerk shall sénd ‘the person a Ist class letter- with return
receipt and address correction requested, informing: him. or
her that .all: registrations - relating to. that- person may be
canceled within 7 days unless the person contacts the office of
the clerk to clarify the matter. - A copy of such letter and any
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subsequentinformation received from or about the addressee
shall be sent to the district attorney.

(5) Whenever any. letter or postcard mailed under this
section is returned undelivered, or whenever the U.S. postal
service notifies the clerk of an improper address which was
apparently improper on the day of the election 6r whenever it
othérwise appears that a person has voted who is not quali-
fied or has voted more than once in an election, and the
person has been permitted to vote after corroboration was
made under s. 6.55 (2) or (3), the name of the corroborator
shall also be provided to the district attorney.

- (6) ‘The municipal clerk may ‘not disqualify an elector
under this section‘except upon the grounds and in accordance
with the procedures specified in s.-6.325. -

" History: 1975 . 85, 199; 1977 ¢ 394; 1979 ¢. 260; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304,
1989 a. 192 o S : ‘
6.57 - Registration list for school and special elections. If
the registration list has not been revised in time to be used at
any school or special election, the registration list used at the
last preceding general or municipal election plus a supple-
mentary list shall be used for the election. Before issuingthe
supplementary list the municipal clerk shail add the newly
registered electors and strike'the names of those -electors
known to have died or become dlsquahﬁed since the regxstra—
tion list was last revised.

Hlstory 1975.¢. 85's. 30; Stats. 1975 s. 657 1977 ¢. 394

VOTING

6.76 Tlme off for. votmg (1) Any person entitled to vote at
an election is entitled to absent himself from work while the
polls are open for a.period not to exceed 3 successive hours to

vote. The elector shall notify his employer before election day

of his intended absence. The employer may designate the
time of day for the absence.

/:(2) No penalty, other-than a deductlon for time lost, may
be imposed upon an elector by his or her employer by reason
of the absence authorized by this section.

* (3) This section applies to all employers including the state

“and all political subdivisions of the state and their employes,

but does not affect the employes’ right to holidays exxstmg on
June 28, 1945, ot:established after that date.:
History: 1977 ¢ 394 -

6.77 Place for voting. (1) An elector may vote only at the
pollmg place for his' or her residence des1gnated by the
govemmg ‘body orboard. of eléction commissioners.

‘(2)'Whenever territory which was formerly a part of one
municipality “becomes ‘a-part of another municipality, an
elector of the territory shall vote in the municipality in which
the territory is included on the day of the election:

Hlstory 1975¢ 85; 19852304 '+

6.78 Poll hours. The polls at any electlon shall be open
(1) In Ist, 2nd and 3rd class cities, from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m.
(2) In 4th classcities, villages and towns, from 9.a.m. until 8

‘p.m:;; extendable by the governing body to not earlier than 7

am. Notice -of the .change of hours shall be given by

‘publication ina newspaper; under ch. 985, once each week for

2 successive weeks; with the firstinsertion not less than 8 days
before theelection. The new hours shall take effect only after
the. notice provisions have:been complied with. When the
ordinance applies to'all future elections, notice need be given
only for the first election affected by the change.

(3) The. polis-at school elections shall be-open the same
hours as provided under subs: (1) and (2) in the municipality
ormunicipalities in- which the school district is located, except

.as-authorized in s..120.06 (9) (2):
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-(4) Any elector waiting his turn to vote, whether within the
polling booth or in the line outside the booth at the time the
-polls officially-close, shall be permrtted to vote::.

Hrstory 1985'a::304. -

6. 79 Recordlng electors. Two election officials at each
,electron ward. shall be in charge of and shall maintain 2
separate lists of all persons voting.

(1) MUNICIPALITIES WITHOUT REGISTRATION. Where there is
no.registration, before being permitted to vote, each.person
shall state his or her full name and address: The officials’shall
record each name and address on a poll-list in-the same order
as the votes are cast. If. the residence: of the elector does not
have a number, the election officials shall, in the appropriate
space, write “‘none”. - Alternatively, the municipal clerk may
maintain a poll list consisting of the full name and address of
electors_compiled. from: previous elections. ... Whenever-an
elector appears to vote, the officials shall verify the correct-
ness of the elector’s name and address, and shall enter a serial
number next-to-the name of ‘the elector-in the order that the
votes are cast, beginning with-the number one. If the name
and address of an elector do not-appear-on the prepared poll
list; the officials shall-record the name, address and serial
number of the elector at the bottom of the list. The officials
may require any elector to provide identification, including
acceptable proof of residence, or:to have another elector
corroborate his or her information in accordance with the
procedure specified in s. 6.55 (2) (b) before permitting the
elector to vote.: The officials:shall maintain a separate list of
those persons voting under'ss. 6.15 and .6.24.

~'(2) MUNICIPALITIES WITH REGISTRATION. 'Where‘there-is
regrstratron each person, before receiving a voting number,
shall -staté his or hér full ‘name and address. Upon' the
prepared registration list, after the:name of éach-elector, the
officials shall enter: the serial number of the vote as it is‘polled,
-beginning with number one. Each elector shall receive a.slip
bearing the same. serial- number. A separate list shall be
maintained for-electors who are voting under s.-6.15,:6:29 or
6.55(2) or: (3)-and electors who are reassigned from another
polling ‘place under-s. 5.25 (5) (b).- Each such elector. shall
have his or her full name, address and serial number likewise
recorded and shall be given a slip bearing such:number.

-(3) REFUSAL TO.GIVE NAME -AND ADDRESS. If any elector
offerrng to vote at any. pollmg place refuses to give his or her
name and address, the elector may not. be permrtted to vote

. -(4) SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION. When any. elector -pro-
vrdes rdentrﬁcatron under sub. (1) ors. 6. 15 6.29 01 6.55(2) or
(3), the electron officials shall enter.the type of rdentrﬁcatron
on the poll or regrstratron lrst or supplemental list main-
tained under sub. (2). If the form of identification includes a
number which applies only to the individual holding that
piecé of 1dent1frcatlon the election officials shallalso enter
that number-on thelist. 'When aiiy elector corroborates the
registration identity or residence:of any person:offering to
vote under sub. (1).0r's. 6.55 (2) (b) or (c) or(3).the name-and
address-of thé.corroborator-shall also be entered next to the
name:of the elector whose information is being corroborated
-on the registration or poll list; or the separate list maintained
under sub.: (2). -When any person-offering to.vote has been
challenged and taken the oath, following the person’s name
on. the registration or poll hst the of’ﬁcrals shall enter the
word “Sworn”’;

(5) PoLL LIST: FORMS: Poll lrsts shall be kept on forms
designed ‘by"the: board to’ be' substantially: similar- to ‘the
standard registration list forms-used in municipalities where
registration is required and: shall require, for-‘each person
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offering- to vote, the entry of’ the person ] full name and

address.
History: ' 1971 ¢. 304's. 29(2), 1975.c.85,199; 200 1977 ¢. 394, 447;1979¢.
260, 311, 355; 1985 a. 304; 1980'a 192 ;

6.80 Mechanics of voting. (1) VOTING BGOTH OR MACHINE
USE. Only one individual at a time is permrtted to occupy a
votitig booth or ‘machine, éxcept that an eléctor who is a
parent or guardran may be accompanied by the elector’s

‘minor:child ot minor ward, and an ‘elector who qualifies for

assistance under s. 6 82 (2) may be assrsted as provrded in that
subsection.

(2) METHOD OF VOTING. (2) Upon receiving his or her ballot
and without léaving the polling place, the elector shall enter

an unoccupied voting-booth or machine alone to cast his or

her vote, except as authorized in sub. (1). An elector may use
or copy an unofficial sample ballot which may be marked in

‘ddvance of entering the polling place; but an elector may not
-use ‘or-bring into the polling place any ballot printed-upon

paper of the type requrred or utrhzed for ofﬁcral ballots at
that polling place.

“(am)- In partisdn primarie$; an’ elect_or may ‘vote for a
person asthe candidate of'the party-of theelector’s choice; if
that person’s name does not appear on the-official ballot of
that ‘party, by writing in: the name of the person in the space
provided on the ballot or the ballot provrded for that pur-

pose,. or where voting machines are used, in the irregular
ballot ' device, desrgnatmg the party for which the e]ector

des' €s such person to be the nominge, .

“(b) After preparing his’ or her ballot, Anless the ballot i is
intended for counting wrth automatrc tabulatmg equlpment
the elector shall _ f i1l be'con )

(c) Any elector who by accrdent or mrstake spor]s or
erroneously prepares his ballot may. receive .another, by

Jeturning the defectrve ballot but not to. exceed 3 ballots in

all...
(d) If an. elector recerves a ballot whrch is not 1n1tra1ed by2

mspectors, or is. defective in any other way, the elector shall
return it to the inspectors.
inspectors shall. supply the missing initials.

If the initials are missing, the
If the ballot is
defective, they shal] destroy it and issue another ballot to the
elector

(e) Upon votrng hrs or her ballot the elector shall publrcly
and in:person deposrt it-in' the ballot box:or deliver 1t to an

,mspector for deposit in the box,

--(f) In the presidential preferenceprrmary and other parti-

fsan ‘primaryelections, at ;polling places where. ballots are

distributéd to eléctors, unless the-ballots are utilized with-an

:electronic voting system in-which all candidates appear on the

same ballot; after: the: elector prepares his or her:ballot the

-elector-shall detach the remaining ballots, fold the ballots to
be: discarded; fold: the .completed ballot unless the ballot is

intended for counting with: automatic tabulating equipment,

.personally deposit. the:ballots to be-discarded in the separate
-ballot box- marked- “blank ballot box”,:-and .deposit .the
.completed ballot in the ballot box indicated by the inspectors.

The inspectors shall keep the blank ballot boxlocked until the
canvass is completed and shall drspose of the biank ballots as
prescribed by the municipal clerk. - ;

:(8) TIME.IN "BOOTH :OR MACHINE. (a) Each elector shall be
allowed a reasonable time to vote: Unless-otherwise specified
for that election, a majority of the inspectors shall determine

‘the'time each elector.shall have to mark hisballot, taking into
consideration the size of the ballot and the number of electors
‘in line waiting to vote. -In no-case shall the time be less than
-one minute; -If there-are electors inline wartrng to vote the

time-shall-not exceed 5 minutes.
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(b) If an elector refuses to leave the booth or machine after
being notified by one of the inspectors that his time has

expired, he shall be removed by the inspectors.
History:- 1977 c.. 427 ss. 40, 41, 132; 1979 c. 311; 1981 c. 377, 391; 1983 a.
484'ss. 45m, 172 (3); 1985 a. 304,

6.82 Assisting electors. (1) RECEIPT OF BALLOT AT POLL
'ENTRANCE. (a) When' any inspectors are informed that an
electoris at the entrance to the polling place who as a résult of
disability is unable to enter the polling place, they shall permit
the elector to be assisted-in marking or punching a ballot by
any individual selected by the elector, except the elector’s
employer or an agent of that employer or an officer or agent
of a labor ‘organization which represents. the elector.. The
inspectors:shalliissue a ballot to the individual selected by the
elector ‘and shall. accompany the individual to the polling
placeeentrance where the assistance is to be given. If the ballot
is'a paper ballot, the assisting individual shall fold the ballot
after the ballotis marked or punched by the assisting individ-
ual.. The assisting individual shall then immediately take the
ballot: into the polling .place and give the ballot to-an
inspector. The inspector shall distinctly announce that he or
she has “a ballot offered by .... (stating person’s name), an
elector who, as a result of disability; is unable to enter the
polling place without assistance”. The inspector shall then
ask, “Does anyone object to the reception of this ballot?” If
no objection is made, the inspectors shall record the elector’s
name under-s. 6.79 and deposit the ballot in the ballot box,
and shall make a notation. on-the registration or poll list:
“Bal]ot received at poll entrance”.

(b) If ob]ectlon to receiving the ballot is made by any
quahﬁed elector present, the inspectors shall receive the
ballot. under's. 6.95.

© If a polling place does not have at least one entrance
which is accessible to. persons in wheelchairs, the ward
inspectors shall receive the ballots of physically disabled
persons at the door.

NOTE: Par (c) is repealed by 1985 WIS. Act 304 eff. 1-1-92.

(2) AID IN MARKING BALLOT. (a) If an elector declares to the
presiding election official that he or she cannot read or write,
or has difficulty in reading, writing or understanding English
or that due to disability is unable to mark or punch a ballot or
depress a button or lever on a voting machine, the elector
shall be informed by the officials that he or she may have
assistance. When assistance is requested, the elector may
select any individual to assist in casting his or het vote, The
selected individual rendering assistance may not be the elec-
tor’s employer or an agent of that employer: or an officer or
agent of a labor organization which represents the elector.
The selected individual shall certify on the back of the ballot
that ‘it was marked or punched with his or her assistance.
Where voting machines are used, certification shall be made
on the registration list.

(b) The individual chosen shall enter the voting booth or
machine with the elector and shall read the names of all
cand1dates on the ballot for each office, and ask, “For which
onedo: you vote‘?” The ballot shall be matked or punched or
the lever ‘ot button ~depressed ‘according to the elector’s
expressed preference. The individual selected to assist may
not disclose to anyone how the elector voted. ‘

*(c) Intoxication shall not be regarded as a disability.

“(d) The ¢lection officials shall enter upon the poll list after
the name of any elector who had assistance in voting the word

“assisted”. The officials shall also record on the poll list the
full name and address -of the individual who renders
assistance.

(3) UsE OF PAPER BALLOTS. Whenever, in a municipality in
which voting machines are used, an elector declares to the
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chief inspector that, due to physical disability, the elector is
unable to depress a button or lever on a voting machine, the
inspectors shall permit the elector to vote using a paper ballot
and voting booth.

(4) SOLICITATION PROHIBITED. No election official or other
person assisting an elector under this section or s. 5.79 may

request, suggest or seek to persuade an elector to cast a vote

for or against any candidate, party or question.
History: 1971 c¢.3045.29 (2); 1975¢. 85, 199, 275; 1977 ¢. 26; 1977 ¢ 394 s.
53; 1979 ¢. 260, 311, 355; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a 391; 1989 a. 192.
An elector with dyslexia may qualify for voter assistance under (2), {1971
stats.] 62 Atty Gen. 195

VOTING ABSENTEE

6.84 Construction. (1) LEGISLATIVE poLICY. The legislature

finds ‘that voting is a constitutional right, the vigorous

exercise of which should be strongly encouraged. Incontrast,
voting by absentee ballot is a privilege exercised wholly
outside the traditional safeguards of the polling place. The

legislature finds that the privilege of voting by absentee ballot

must be carefully régulated to prevent the potential for fraud
or abuse; to prevent overzealous solicitation of absent elec-
tots who may prefer' not to participate in an election; to
prevent undue influence on an absent elector to vote for or
against a candidate or to cast a particular vote in a referen-
dum; or other similar abuses. '

(2) INTERPRETATION. Notwithstanding s. 5.01 (1), with
respect to matters relating to the absentee ballot process, ss.
6.86, 6.87 (3)to (7) and 9.01 (1) (b) 2 and 4 shall be construed
as mandatory. Ballots cast in'contravention of the proce-
dures “specified in those provisions may not be counted.
Ballots counted in contravention of the procedures specified
in those provisions may not be included in the cemhed result

of any election.. *
History: 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391

6.85  Absent elector; definition. An absent elector is any
otherwise qualified elector who is or expects to be absent
from the municipality in which the absent elector is a quali-
fied “elector .on election  day whether by reason of active
service in the U.S. armed forces or for any other reason, or
who because of age, sickness, handicap, physical disability,

jury duty; service as an election official or religious reasons

cannot appear at the polling place in-his or her 'ward. No
person under the age of 70-qualifies as an absent elector solely
because of'age. Any.otherwise qualified elector who changes
residence within this state by moving to a different ward or
municipality later than 10 days prior.to an election may vote
an absentee ballot in the ward or municipality where he-or she
was qualified to vote before moving. An elector qualifying
under this section may vote by absentee ballot under ss. 6:86
t0-6.89.
History:
. 484,

1983 a
) Voter resxdency and absentee votmg dxscussed ‘60 Atty. Gen 214

1971 ¢. 304 s. 29 (2); 1975 ¢. 85, 199' 1977 ¢.394;.1979 ¢. 232;

6.86 Application ior absentee ballot. (1).(a) Any elector,
qualifying under ss. 6.20 and-6.85 as an absent. elector, may
make written application to the municipal clerk for an official
ballot by one of the following methods:

1. By mail. .

2.In person at the ofﬁce of the mumcxpal clerk.

3. By signing a statement under sub. (2) (a).

4. By agent as provided in sub. (3). .

5..By delivering an application to a special voting deputy
under s. 6:875 (6). -
 (ag) An elector who is unable to write his or her name due
to -physical disability ‘may authorize an application to be
made by another elector on his or her behalf. In such case, the
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application’ shall state that it is made on request and by
authorization: of a named elector who is unable to sign the
application due to physical disability.

(ar) Except as authorized in s. 6.875 (6), the municipal
clerk shall .not issue an.absentee ballot unless the clerk
receives a written application therefor from a qualified elector
of the municipality. The clerk shall retain each absentee
ballot applrcatron until destructron is authorized under s. 7 23

(1): :

(b) Except as provrded in's. 622 (4) and sub. 3), if
application is made in writing, the application, signed by the
elector, shall be received no sooner than the first day of the
6th month commencing before the election nor after 5 p.m.
on the Friday immediately preceding the election. If applica-
tion is made in person, the application shall not be made
sooner than the first.day of the 6th month commencing
before.the month of the election nor later than 5 p.m. on the
day preceding the election. If the elector is making written
application and the reason for requesting an absentee ballot is
that the elector is a sequestered juror, the application shall be
received no sooner than 7 days before the.election nor after §
p.m. on election day. If the application is received after 5 p.m.
.on the Friday immediately preceding the election, the munici-
pal clerk or the clerk’s agent shall immediately take the ballot
to the court in which the elector is serving as a juror and
deposit it with the judge. The judge shall recess court, as soon
as convenient, and give the elector the ballot. The judge shall
then notarize the affidavit as provided in s. 6. 87 and shall turn
the ballot over to the clerk or agent of the clerk who shall
deliver it to the polling place as required in s. 6.88. If
apphcatxon is made under sub. (2), the application may be
received at any time ‘before 5 p.m. on the Friday 1mmedrate1y
precedmg the electron

(2) (a) An elector who is rndeﬁmtely confined because of
age, physical illness or infirmity or is disabled for an indefi-
nite period may by signing a statement to that effect require
that an absentee ballot be sent to the elector automatically for
every election. The application form and instructions shall be
prescribed by the board; and furnished upon:request to any
elector by each municipality. The envelope containing. the
absentee ballot shall be clearly marked as not forwardable. If
any.elector is-no-longer indefinitely conﬁned the elector shall
so notify the municipal clerk.

(b) The mailing list established under this subsectron shall
be kept current through all possible means. If an elector fails
to cast and return -an absentee ballot received . under " this
subsection, the clerk shall notify. the elector by 1st class letter
or postcard that his -or her name will 'be removed from the
mailing list unless the clerk receives a renewal of the applica-
tion within 30 days-of the notification. The clerk shall remove
from the list the name of each elector who does not apply for
renewal within the 30-day'period. The clerk shall remove the
name of any other elector from the list upon request of the
elector or upon receipt of reliable information that an elector
no longer qualifies for the service. The clerk shall notify.the
elector of such action not taken at the elector s request within
5-days, if possible:

(3) (a) Any elector who is registered, or otherwrse qualrﬁed
where registration is not required, and who qualifies under ss.
6.20 and 6:85 as an absent elector because:the elector is
hospitalized, may apply for and obtain-an official ballot by
agent. The agent may apply-for and obtain a ballot for-the
hospitalized ‘absent elector-by presenting a form- prescribed
by the board and containing the required information sup-
plied by. the hospitalized elector and signed by that elector
and any other elector: residing in the same municipality as the
hospitalized elector, - corroborating - the information -con-
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tained therein.. The corroborating elector.shall state on the

form his or her full name and address.

(b) When such properly executed form is presented to the
municipal clerk, if the elector who proposes to vote is
qualified, an absentee ballot shall be issued and the name of

'such hospitalized elector shall be recorded by the clerk. An
agent who is issued an absentee ballot under this section shall

present identification, provide his or her name and address,
and attest to a statement that the ballot is received solely for
the benefit of a named elector who is hospitalized, and the

-agent will promptly transmit the ballot to such person.

:(c) An application under this subsection by agent may be
made in person at the office of the municipal clerk not earlier
than 7 days before an-election and.not later than 5 p.m..on the
day of the election. A list of hospitalized electors applying for
ballots under this subsection shall be made by the municipal
clerk-and used to check that the electors vote only once; and
by absentee ballot. The ballot shall be sealed by the elector
and returned to the municipal clerk either by mail or by
personal delivery of the agent; but if the ballot is returned on
the day of theelection, the agent.shall make personal delivery
at the polling place serving the hospitalized elector’s residence
before the:closing hour for the ballot to be counted. .

" (4) If a municipality employs an-electronic voting system
which utilizes a ballot that is inserted into automatic tabulat-
ifig ‘equipment, the municipality may distribute ballots for
utilization with the electronic voting system as ‘absentee
ballots or it may distribute paper ballots as absentee ballots.

(5) Whenever an elector returns a spoiled or damaged

‘absentee ballot to the municipal clerk, or an elector’s agent

under sub. (3) returns a spoiled or damaged ballot to the clerk
on behalf of an elector, and the clerk believes that the baliot

‘was issued to or on behalf of the elector who is returning it,

the clérk shall issue a new ballot to the elector or elector’s
agent; and shall destroy the spoiled or damaged ballot. Any
request for a replacement ballot under this subsection must
be made within the applrcable tlme hmrts under stibs. (1) and

) (.

History: “1975¢. 85s. 37, 38, 65; 1975¢. 90, 199, 200, 275, 422;1977 c. 394
ss.'14,40, 415 1979.¢c. 232, 311 1981 ¢. 391; 1983a. 183 484 19852 304 ss. 69,

156; 1987 a. 391

6. 865 Federal postcard request form. A federal postcard
regrstratron and absentee ballot request form may be used to
apply for an absentee ballot under's. 6.86 (1) if the form is
completed in such manneér that the mumcrpal clerk or board
of “election commissioners with' whom it is filed 1s able to
determme a]l of the following:

(1) That the applrcant is an elector of this state and of the
ward or electlon district where the elector seeks to vote.

~{2) -That. the applicant qualifies for' an absentee ballot

under s. 6.85.
History; 1989 a. 192,

6 87 Absent votmg procedure (1) Upon proper request
made within the penod prescribed in s. 6.86, the municipal
clerk ora ‘deputy clerk authorized by the municipal clerk shall
write on the official ballot, in the space for official endorse-
ment, the clerk’s mrtrals and offrclal title. ‘

(2) The munrcrpal clerk shall place the ballot inan unsealed
envelope furnished by the clerk. The envelope shall have the
name, official title and post-office address of the clerk upon
its face. The other side of the envelope shall have a printed
certificate-affidavit in substantially the following form:

[STATE OF ..
County of ]
or , -
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[(name of foreign country and city or othex jurisdictional

umt)]
« (certify) (do solemnly swear) subject to the penalties
of s; 12.,60 (1) (b), Wis. Stats. for false statements that  am a
resident of the [.... ward of the] (town) (village) of ..., or of the
... aldermanic district in the city of ...., residing at ... in said
city, the county.of ..., state of Wisconsin, and am entitled to
vote in:the (ward) (election district) at the election to be held
on ....; that I am not voting at any other location in this
election; that I cannot appear at the polling place in the
(ward) (election district) on:election day because I expect to
be absent from the municipality or because of age, sickness,
handicap, physical disability, religious: reasons, jury: duty,
service as an election official, or because I have changed my
residence within the state from one ward or election district to
another within 10 days before the election. I (certify) (swear)
that I exhibited the enclosed ballot unmarked to the (2
witnesses) :(person administering the oath), that I then in
(their). (his)- (her) presence and in the presence of no other
person marked the ballot and enclosed and sealed the same in
this envelope in such a manner that no one but myself and any
person rendering assistance under s. 6.87 (5), Wis. Stats., if I
requested assistance, could know how I voted.
Signed ...
»The @2 thnesses) (pexson admlmstermg the oath) shall exe-
cute either of the following as appropriate:

-We, the undersigned witnesses, subject to the penaltles of s.
12.60 (1)(b), Wis: . Stats., for false statements, certify that the
above statements are true and the voting procedure was
executed as there stated. Neither of us is a candidate for any
office -on the enclosed ballot (except in the case of -an
incumbent municipal cletk). The elector was not solicited or
advised by us to vote for or against any candidate or measure.

...(Name)

...(Address)

...(Name)

...(Address) L

© ‘Subscribed and sworn to before me. thlS day of...,AD.,

-, and Thereby certify that am nota candidate on the ballot
upon - which the affiant voted (unless I.am an incumbent
municipal clerk),-that the voting procedure above was exe-
cuted as-therein stated, and that the affiant was not solicited
or advised by me to vote for or agamst any- candldate or
measure; : ,

‘.M(Nam,e) ‘

..{Title) -

....(State ‘or nation)

(3) (a) Except as otherwise prov1ded in s. 6.875, the
municipal ¢lerk shall mail the absentee ballot postage prepaid
for return to the elector’s residence unless otherwise directed,
or shall deliver it to the elector personally at the clerk’s office.

- (b):No. elector may direct that aballot be sent to . the
address of a candidate, political party or-other registrant
under s: 11.05 unless the elector permanently or temporarily
‘resides at that-address. Upon receipt of reliable information
that an address-given by an elector:is not eligible to receive
‘ballots under this paragraph, the municipal clerk shall refrain
from sending ballots to that-address.- Whenéver possible, the
municipal clerk shall notify.an elector if his or her ballot
cannot be mailed to the address directed by the elector.

(c) If an elector’s ballot is mailed to a location other than
the elector’s tesidence, it shall be prepaid for return when
mailed within: the United States. If the ballot is delivered to
the elector at the clerk’s office, the ballot shall be: voted at the
office and - may not be removed. therefrom.

(4) Except as otherwise provided in‘s. 6.875, the elector
voting absentee shall either make and subscribe to the affida-
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vit before a person authorized to administer oaths or make
and subscribe to the certification before 2 witnesses. The
absent elector, in'the presence -of the administrator of the oath
or witnesses, shall mark or punch the ballot in a manner that
will not disclose how the elector’s vote is cast. The elector
shall then, stillin the presence of the administrator of the:oath
or the 2 witnesses, fold the ballots if they are paper ballots so
each is separate and conceals the markings or punches
thereon and deposit them- in the proper envelope, but may

receive assistance under sub. (5). The return envelope shall

then be sealed. The witnesses or the official oath administra-
tor may not be a.candidate. The envelope shall be mailed by
the elector, postage prepald or delivered in person, to the
municipal c]erk issuing the ballot. Failure to return an
unused ballot in a primary does not invalidate the ballot on
which the elector’s votes are cast. Return of more than one
marked or punched ballot in a pnmary or return of a ballot
used with an electronic voting system in a primary which is
marked or punched for candidates of more than one party
invalidates all votes cast by the elector for candidates in the
primary.

(5) If the absent elector declares that he or she is unable to
read, has difficulty in readmg, writing or understanding
English or due to dlsablhty is unable to mark or punch his or
her ballot, the elector may select any individual, except the
elector’s employer or an agent of that employer or an officer
or agent of a labor organization which represents the elector,
to assist in markmg or punchmg the ballot, and the assistant
shall then sign his or her name to a cer tification on the back of
the ballot as pxov1ded under s. 5 55.

(6) The ballot shall be retumed so it is received by the
mumclpa] clerk in time for delivery to the polls before the
closmg hour. Any ballot not mailed or delivered as provided

in this subsection may not.be counted.

- (7)-No. individual who is a candidate at the electxon in
which absentee ballots are cast may administer the oath or
serve asa witness. Any candidate who administers the oath or
serves as a witness shall be penalized by. the discounting of a
number of. votes for his or her candidacy equal to the number
of certificate-affidavit envelopes bearing his or her signature.

.- (8) The provisions-of this section which prohibit candi-
dates: from- assisting or .administering the oath to-absentee
electors shall not apply to the municipal clerk in the petform-

.ance of his official duties.

(9) If 2 municipal clerk receives an absentee ballot with an
improperly - completed = certificate-affidavit - or . ‘with - no
certificate-affidavit, the clerk may return the ballot to the
elector, »inside- the - sealed envelope when  an. envelope is
received, together with a new.envelope if necessary, whenever
time permits the elector to:.correct the defect and return the

ballot within the period prescribed in sub.. (6).

History: 1971.c. 242; 1971-c. 304 s. 29 (1), (2); 1975 c: 85; 1975¢.93 5. 119

(2) 1975 ¢. 199; 1977 c. 394 1979 c 232 260, 311, 355; 1983 a. 36, 484, 538;
985 2:304.

- In-consonance with the statutory xule of ‘construction applicable to the elec-
tion laws,-and the general rule ag to whether an election statute should be con-
strued as bemg either mandatory or, directory, thé direction in (3) for mailing
or personal delivery of an absentee ballot and the provision‘in (6) that a ballot
not mailed or: delivered as provided in the section should not be counted, are

‘dxrectory and not mandatoxy Lansex V. Kocoms, 62 W (2d) 86, 214 NW (2d)

Sub .(4),.which pxescnbes that the absentee voter:shall either make and
subscnbe to the affidavit or to the certification, is dltectory and not manda-
tory, and printing their names ‘constituted substantxal albeit nontéchnical
compliance with the statute’s requirements. Lanser v Kocoms, 62 W (2d) 86,
214 NW.(2d) 425.

See.note to 9. 01 citing Appeal From Recoum in Electlon Contest 105 W
(2d) 468 313 NwW (2d) 869 (Ct.-App. 1981).

6.875 Absentee votlng in nursing and retlrement homes

and certain commumty-based residential facilities. (1) In
this section:, :
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(a) “Community-based residential facility” has the mean-
ing givenin s.-50.01.(1g), except that the term does not include
a place where fewer than 10 unrelated adults reside.

(am) “Nursing home™ means a facility occupied by 10 or
more unrelated individuals for the primary purpose of ob-
taining full-time personal or nursing care which is. necessi-
tated by their physical or mental conditions, but does not
in¢lude a hospital.

(as) " “Qualified ‘community-based resrdentra] facrlrty
means a community-based residential facility that qualifies
under sub. (2) (b) to utilize the procedures under this section.

" (at) “Qualified retirement home™ means a retirement home
that qualifies under sub. (2) (b) to utilize the pr ocedures under
this section.-

(b) “Relative” meansa s‘pouse or individual related within
the 1st, 2nd or 3rd degree of kinship under s. 852.03 (2).

(c). “Retirement home” means a facility occupied as a
primary place of abode by 10 ‘or more unrelated individuals.

(2 (@) The procedures prescrrbed in this section are the
exclisive means of absentee voting for electors who are
occupants of nursing homes or qualified commumty—based
resrdentral facilities.

(b) The mumcrpal clerk orboard of electron commissioners
of any municipality where a community-based residential
facility home is located may adopt the procedures under this
section for absentee voting in any community-based residen-
tial facility | Jocated in the munrcrpahty if the municipal clerk
or board of election commissioners finds that a srgmﬁcant
number of the occiipants of the community-based residential
facrhty lack adequate transportation to the appropriate poll-
ing ‘place, a significant number of the occupants of the
community-based residential facility may need assistance in
voting; there are asignificant number of the occupants of the
community-based residential facility aged 60 or over, or there
are-a significant number of indefinitely confined electors who
are occupants of the community-based residential facility.
The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners shall
promptly notify: the individual submitting nominations for
special voting deputies under S. 7 30 (C)) of any actron taken
under this paragraph. .

(¢) The municipal clerk or board of e]ectron commissioners
of any municipality where a retirement home is located may
adopt the procedures under this section for absentee voting in
any retirement home located in the municipality if the munici-
pal clerk or board- of election commissioners finds that a
significant number of the occupants of the retirement home
lack adequate " transportation: to' the appropriate: polling
place; a significant number of the occupants of the retirement
home may need assistance in voting,‘there are a significant

‘number of the occupants of the retirement home aged 60 or
over, or there are a significant number of indefinitely con-
fined electors who are occupants of the retirement home. The
municipal clerk ‘or board of election commissioners_shall
promptly notify the individual submitting nominations for
special voting députies under s. 7.30 (4) of any action taken
'under this paragraph..

(3) An.occupant of a nursing home or qualified. retrrement
home or qualified community-based residential facrlrty who
‘qualifies “as an absent elector and -desires to receive an
-abséntee ballot shall make application under s. 6.86 (1) or(2)
with the municipal ¢lerk or board of election commissioners
of the municipality in which the elector is a resident. The
clerk or board of election commissioners of a municipality
receiving an application from an elector who is an occupant
of a nursing honie or qualified retirement home or'qualified
community-based residential facility located in a different
municipality shall, as soon as possible, notify and transmit an
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absentee ballot for the elector to the clerk or board of election
commissioners of the municipality in which the home or
qualified community-based residential facility is located. The
clerk ‘or board of election commissioners of a municipality
receiving an-application from an elector who is an occupant
of a nursing home or qualified retirement home or-qualified
community-based residential facility located in the munici-

pality but who is a resident of a different municipality shall,

as soon as -possible, notify and request transmission of an
absentee ballot from the clerk or board of election commis-
sioners of the municipality in which the elector is a resident.
The clerk or board of election commissioners shall make a
record of all absentee ballots to be transmitted, delivered and
voted under this section.

(@) For the purpose of absentee voting in nursing homes
and’ qualified retirement homes and qualified community-
based residential facilities, the municipal clerk or board of
election commissioners of each municipality in which one or
more nursing homes or qualified retirement homes or quali-
fied community-based residential facilities are located shall
appoint at least 2 special voting deputies for the municipality
in the manner prescribed in's: 7.30 (4). Upon application
under s. 6.86 (1) or (2) by one or more qualified electors who
are occupants of such a nursing home or qualified retirement
home or qualified communlty-based residential facility, the
clerk or board of:election commissioners shall dispatch 2
special: voting " deputies to visit the home or qualified
cOmmunity based residential facility for the purpose of su-
pervising ‘absentee voting procedure by -occupants of the
home or ‘qualified community-based residential facility. The
2deputies designated to visit each nursing home or qualified
retirement home and qualified community-based residential
facility ‘shall ‘be affiliated” with different political parties
whenever deputies representing different parties are avail-
able. Nominations for deputy positions shall be submitted by
the 2 recognized political parties whose candidates for gover-
nor or president received the greatest numbers of votes in the
municipality at the most recent general election. The deputies
shall: be ‘specially appointed to carry out duties under this
section for the period specified in s. 7.30 (6) (a). The clerk or
board of election commissioners may revoke an appointment
at-any- time. -No individual who is employed or retained, or
within the 2 years preceding appointment has been employed
or retained at a nursing home or qualified retirement home or
qualified community-based residential facility in the munici-
pality, or any member of the immediate family of such an
individual as defined in's. 19.42 (7) may be appointed to serve
as a deputy.,

(5) Prior to-entering upon his-or her duties, each individual

.appointed-to serve as a deputy under this section shall filethe

oath required. by s. 7.30 (5). In-the oath, the individual shall
swear that he or she is qualified to act as a deputy under this

section, that he.or she has read the statutes governing

absentee voting, . that he or: she understands: the proper
absentee 'voting procedure, that he or she understands-the

‘penalties for noncompliance with 'the procedure.under s.

12:13; that his ‘or her sacred obligation will be to fully and
fairly implement the absentee voting law and seek to have the
intent of the electors ascertained. In addition, the oath shall
state that the individual realizes that any error in conducting
the voting procedure may result in invalidation of an elector’s
vote unders. 7.51 (2) (¢) and that the individual realizes that
absentee voting is a privilege and not a constitutional right.
The form of the oath shall be prescribed by the board.

(6) Special voting deputies in each municipality shall, not
later than 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding an election, arrange
one or more convenient times with the administrator of each
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nursing home or qualified retirement home and ' qualified
community-based residential facility in the municipality from
which:one or more occupants have filed an application under
s. 6.86 to conduct absentee voting for the election. The time
may.-be no earlier than the. 4th Monday preceding the election
and no later than 5 p.m. on the Monday preceding the
election. . Upon request of a. relative of an occupant of a
nursing home - or qualified .retirement . home or qualified
community-based residential facility, the administrator may
notify the relative of the time or times at which special voting
deputies will conduct absentee voting at the home or facility,
and permit the relative to be-present.in the room where the
voting is ‘conducted.- At the: designated time, 2 deputies
appointed -under sub. (4): shall visit the nursing home or
qualified retirement home- or -qualified .community-based
residential facility. The municipal clerk or executive director
of the board of election commissioners shall issue a supply of
absentee ballots to the deputies sufficient to provide for the
number-of valid: applications received by the clerk, and a
reasonable additional number of ballots.. The municipal clerk
or executive director shall keep-a careful record. of all ballots
issued to the deputies and shall require the deputles to return
every ballot issued to them., The deputies shall personally
offer each elector who has filed a proper. application the
opportunity to cast his or her absentee ballot. If an elector is
present who has not filed a proper apphcatlon the 2 deputles
may accept an. application from the elector and shall issue a
ballot to the elector if the elector is qualified and the applica-
tion is proper. The deputies shall admmlster the oath ‘and
may, upon request of the elector, assist the elector in marking
or punching the elector’s ballot. Upon réquest of the elector,
a relative of the elector who is present in the room may assist
the elector in markmg or punchmg the elector’s ballot. All
voting shall be conducted i in the presence of the deputxes .No
individual other than a deputy may admmlstex the oath and
no.individual ‘other than a deputy or relative ‘of an elector
may render voting assistance to the elector. Upon comple-

tion of the voting, the deputies shall promptly deliver, either
‘personally or by Ist class mail, any absentee ballot applica-
tions and the sealed cer tlﬁcate-afﬁdawt envelope containing
each ballot to the clerk or board of election commissioners of
the municipality in which the elector casting ‘the ballot
resides, within such time as will permit delivery to the polling
place ser vmg the elector’s residence on election day Per sonal
dehvery may be. made by the’ deputles 106 later‘than'noon on
election day: Ifa quahﬁed elector is not able to-cast his or her
ballot on 2 separate visits by the depuues to the nursing home
or qualified retirement home, they shall so inform the munici-
pal clerk or executive director of the board of election
commissioners, who may then mail the ballot to the elector

‘no later than 5 p.m. on the: Fnday preceding the electxon
, History: l985a 304; 1987 a, 391;1989.a. 192, , .

6 88 Volmg and recordmg the absentee ballot. (1) When
an absentee ballot arrives at the office of the mumc1pal clerk,
the- clerk shall enclose it, unopened, in a carrier envelope
which shall be securely sealed and endorsed w1th ‘the name
and official title of the clerk, and the words “This envelope
contains. the ballot of an absent, aged, sick, handicapped or
disabled elector or the ballot of an election official and must
be opened at the polis during pollmg hours on election day”.
The clerk shall keep the ballot in the clerk’s ofﬁce untll
"dehvered asrequiredin sub. (2).© = v Lo

(2) When an:absentee-ballot is received: by the mummpal
‘clerk prior to the dellvery of the official ballots to thé election
officials of the ward in which 'the elector resides, the ballot
\envelope sealed in the carrier envelope, shall be enclosed‘in
theé package and delivered: to the election inspectors of the

6.92.
-challenge for cause any person. offering to vote whom the
inspector: knows or suspects is not a qualified elector.
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proper ward. When: the official ballots for the ward: have
been delivered to the election officials before the receipt of an
absentee ballot, the clerk shall immediately enclose-the enve-

lope containing the absentee ballot in a:carrier envelope as

under sub. (1) and deliver it in person to the proper election
ofﬁclals

“ (3) (a) Any time between the opening and closing ‘of the
polls on election day, the inspectors shall open the carrier
envelope only, and announce the absent elector’s name.
When the inspectors find-that the certification or affidavit has
been properly executed, the. applicant is a qualified elector of
the ward or election district, and the applicant has not voted
in the-election, they shall enter-an indication on the poll or
registration list next to the applicant’s name indicating an

‘abseritee ballotis cast by theelector. They shall then open the

envelope containing the ballot in a manner so as not to deface

‘or destroy-the affidavit-or: certification thereon. The inspec-

tors shall take out the ballot without unfolding it or permit-
ting it to"be unfolded-or-examined. Unless the ballot is cast
under s. 6.95, the inspectors shall verify that the ballot has
been endorsed by the issuing clerk. The:inspectors: shall
deposit the ballot in:the proper. ballot box and.enter the
absent elector’s name or voting number after his or heiname
on the poll:or regxstxatlon list the same as if the elector had
been present and-voted in person.-

(b) When the inspectors find that an afﬁdav1t or certifica-
tion'is insufficient, that the applicant is not a qualified elector
in the 'ward; that the ballot envelope is open or has been
opened: and: résealed, or that the ballot envelope contains
more than one ballot of any one kind, orif proof is submitted
to the inspectors that an‘elector voting an absentee ballot has
since died, the inspectors shall not count the ballot. The
inspectorsshall endorse every ballot not counted on the back,
“rejected (giving the reason)”’. The inspectors shall reinsert
each rejected ballot into the affidavit envelope in which it was
delivered and enclose the affidavit envelopes and ballots, and
securely seal the ballots and envelopes in an envelope marked

for rejected-absentee ballots. The inspectors shall endorsethe

envelope, “rejected ballots™ with a statement of the ward or
election district and date of the:election, signed by the chief
inspector and one of the inspectors representing each of the 2

‘major political parties and returned to the municipal clerk in
‘the same manner-as official:ballots voted at the election.

History: 1971 ¢. 304 5. 29 (2); 19750 85, 199;:1977 ¢ 394 55.43,53; 1979 ¢
232,-260; 1983 a; 183, 484; 1987 2. 391

6.89 Absent electors list public. The municipal clerk shall
keep-a list-of all electors who make application for an absent

‘elector’s ballot and who have voted-under the absent elector

provisions giving the name; address-and date of application.
The list shall be open to public 1nspect10n IR

CHALLENGING ELECTORS
Inspector making challenge. Each mspector shall
Ifa

person is challenged as unqualified by an inspector, one of the
inspectors.shall adminjster the following oath or affirmation

o the. person; “You do solemnly.swear (or affirm) that you

will fully and truly answer all. questions put to you regarding
your place of residence and qualifications.as an elector of this
election”; and shall then ask those of the following questions
which-are appropriate to test the person’s qualifications: -

(1) If challenged as unqualified on the ground that he is not
a citizen:-Are you a citizen of the United States?

- (2) If challenged as unqualified on the gr ound that he is not
a resident of the ward where he offers his vote:
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(2):When did you last come into this ward?

. (b) Did you come for a temporary purpose only, or for the
purpose:of making it your home?

(c) Did you come into this ward for the purpose of voting
here?: ‘

(d) Have you now and have you had for the last 10 days a
voting residence in this ward? If so, what is the particular
description, name and location of your residence?

(e) If the answer to par.-(d) is no, then: Have you moved
from the ward after the close of registration?

(f) Have you registered to vote at this election at any other
place within or outside this state?

(2) Havé you applied for an absentee ballot at any place in
this or any other state?

(h) If single, do you board for part of the week, month or
year with your parents?

(i):1f you have no parents, or are self-suppor tmg, have you
registered to vote in this ward?

() Will_you file your next state income ‘tax return as a
resident of this ward?

(3) If challenged as unqualrfred on the ground that heis not
18 years of -age:-Are you 18. years of age to the best of your
knowledge -and belief?- :

(4) If challenged as unqualrfred on the- ground that he has
made or become directly orindirectly interested in-any bet-or
wager -depending upon the result of the election:

(a) Have you made, in any manner, any-bet or wager
dependrng upon the result of this election, or on the election
of any person for whom votes may be cast at the election?

(b) Are you in any manner, directly or indirectly; interested

in any bet.or wager depending in any way upon the result.of

this election?

(5) If challenged as unqualified on the ground that he has
been convicted: of treason, felony or bribery and not been
subsequently restored to civil rights:

(a) Have you ever been tried“or convicted in thrs state of

any crime? If yes, then—

(b). Of what crime, when and in what court were you so
convrcted"

“(c)Have you in-any manner srnce the conviction been
restored to civil rights, and if yes, how?

. (6)- The inspectors, or one of them, shall ask the challenged
per son any other or further questrons to test qualifications as

-an elector-at the election. -
History: 1971 ¢.3045s.29 (2); 1971¢c. 336s 37 l975c 85ss 41,42, 43, 66
(3); 1975'c. 199, 200, 421; l977c 394.

6.925 Elector makmg challenge in person Any elector
may-challenge for cause any person offering to-vote whom: the
elector: knows ‘or suspects .is not -a_qualified elector.: -If a
person is challenged as unqualified by an elector, one of the
inspectors may administer the oath or affirmation to the
challenged elector under's. 6.92 and ask the challenged elector
the questions under that section which are appropriate to test
the elector’s qualifications. In addition, one of the inspectors
shall administer the following oath or affirmation to the
challenging elector: “You do’ solemnly swear (or affirm) that
you-will fully and truly answer all questions put to- you
‘regarding ‘the. challenged person’s place' of residence ‘and
qualifications as an elector. of this election”; and shall then
‘ask those of the following questrons which are approprrate to
‘tést the qualifications of the challenged elector:

() 1f ‘challenged ‘as unqualified on the ground that the
person is not a citizen: Is the challenged person a citizen of the
United States? -

(2) If challenged as unqualrﬁed on the ground that the
person is not a'resident of the ward where the person offers to
vote: :
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(a) When did the challenged ‘person last come into this
ward?

(b) Did the challenged person .come for a temporary
purpose only, or for the purpose of making it home?

(c) Did the challenged person come into this ward for the
purpose- of voting here?

(d) Has the person now and for the last 10 days a voting
residence in this ward? If so, what is the particular descrip-
tion, name and location of the person’s residence?

(e) If the answer to par. (d)is no, then: Has the challenged
person moved from the ward after the close of registration?

(f) Has the challenged person registered to vote at this
election at any other place within or outside this state?"

(g) ‘Has the challenged person applied for an absentee
ballot at any place in this or any other state? :

() If single, has the challenged person boarded for part of
the week, month or year with'the person’s parents?

(i) If the challenged person has no' parents, or is self-
supporting, has the person fegistered to vote in this ward?

“(j) Will the’ challenged person file his or her next state
income tax return as a resident of this ward?

(3) If challenged as  unqualified on the ground that the
person is not 18 years of age: Is the challenged person 18 years

»of age to the best of your knowledge and belief?

‘(4) "If challenged as unqualified -on the ground that the
person has made or become directly or indirectly interested in
any bet or wager depending upon the result of the election:

(a) Has the challenged person made, in any manner, any

‘bet or wager dependmg upon the result of this election, or on

the election of any person, for whom votes may be cast at the
election? ‘

(b) Is the challenged person in any manner, directly or
indrrectly, interested in any bet or wager depending in any

'way upon the result of this election?

(5) If challenged as unqualrﬁed on the ground that the
person has been convicted of treasomn, felony or bribery and
not been subsequently restored to civil rights:

(a) Has the challenged person ever been tried or convicted
in this state of any crime? If yes, then—

(b) Of . what' crime, when and in. what court was the
challenged person so convicted?

" {(c) Has the challenged person in any manner since the

.conviction ‘been restored to ‘civil rights, and if yes, how?

(6) The inspectors, or one of them, shall ask the challengrng
person any further questions to test the challenging person’s
knowledge of the qualifications of the challenged person as

an elector at the election. , .
_ History: 1975 c. 85, 199; 1977 ¢ 394; l985a 304

6.93 ‘Challenging the absent elector. The vote of any
absent elector may be challenged for cause and the mspectors
of election shall have all the power and authority given them
to hear.and determine the legalrty of the ballot the same as if
the ballot. had been voted in person.

6.935 Cha|lenge based on mcompetency Section 6.03 (3)
applies to- any challenge of a person’s right to vote under s.
6.92,'6.925 'or 6.93 based on an allegation that an elector is
incapable of understanding the objective of thc elective

process and thereby ineligible to vote.
Hrstory 1977 c. 394; 1979'c. 110

6. 94 Challenged elector oath If the person chalienged
refuses: to answer: fully .any relevant questions put to him or
her by. the inspector under s. 6.92, the inspectors shall reject
the elector’s vote. If the challenge is not withdrawn after the
person offering to vote has answered the questions, one of the
inspectors-shall administer to the person the following oath
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or affirmation: ““You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that: you
are 18 years of age; you are a citizen of the United States; you
are now and for 10 days have been a resident of this ward
except under s. 6.02 (2); you have not voted at this election;
you have not made any bet or wager or become directly or

indirectly interested in any bet or wager depending upon the.:

result of this election; you are not on any other ground
disqualified to vote at this election”. If the person challenged
refuses to take the oath or affirmation, the person’s vote shall
be rejected. If the person challenged answers fully all relevant
questions put to the elector by the inspector under s. 6.92,
takes the oath or affirmation, fulfills the registration require-
ments, where applicable, and the answers to the questions
given by the person indicate that the person meets the voting
qualification requirements, the person’s vote shall be

received
History: 1971 c. 304 5. 29 (2); 1971 ¢ 3365. 37, 1975 ¢. 85 ss. 45 66 (3);
1977 ¢. 394 5. 54; 1983 a 484

6.95 Voting procedure for challenged electors. Whenever
the inspectors under ss. 6.92 to 6.94 receive the vote of a
person offering to vote who has been challenged, they shall
give ‘the elector a-ballot. Before depositing the ballot, the
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inspectors shall write on the back of the ballot the serial
number of the challenged person corresponding to the
number kept at the election on the registration or poll list, or
other list maintained under s. 6.79. If voting machines are
used in the municipality where the person is voting, the

person’s vote may be received only upon an absentee ballot

furnished by the municipal clerk which shall have the corre-
sponding serial number from the registration or poll list or
other list maintained under s. 6.79 written on the back of the
ballot before the ballot is deposited. The inspectors shall
indicate on the list the reason for the challenge. The chal-
lenged ballots shall be counted under s. 5.85 or 7.51. The
municipal board of canvassers may decide any challenge
when making its canvass under's. 7.53. If the returns are
reported under s. 7.60, a challenge may be reviewed by the
county board of canvassers, If the returns are reported under
8. 7.70, a challenge may be reviewed by the board of state
canvassers. The decision of the canvassers may be appealed
unders. 9.01. The standard for disqualification specified in s.
6.325 shall be used to determlne the validity of challenged
ballots.

History: 1977 c. 427; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a 304
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