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SUBCHAPTER 1
VITAL STATISTICS

69.01 Definitions. In this subchapter:

(2) “Certifier of the cause of death” means a physician,
coroner or medical examiner acting under s. 69.18 (2)

(3) “City registrar” means the city health officer in a city
which is a registration district.

(5) “Court report” means an abstract of a court action
involving a vital record completed and certified by the clerk
of court on a form supplied by the state registrar.

(7) “Department” means the department of health and
social services.

(8) “Direction of the state registrar” means the determina-
tion in individual cases that statutes are being observed, the
issuance of administrative rules, the imposition of statutory
penalties and the maintenance of communications within the
system of vital statistics.

(10) “File” means the acceptance by the local registrar and
the initial incorporation of vital records provided under this
subchapter into the system of vital statistics.

(11) “Filing party” means any person who submits a vital
record to a local registrar for filing in the system of vital
statistics.

(12) “Final disposition” means the disposition of a corpse
or stillbirth by burial, interment, entombment, cremation,
delivery to a university or school under s. 157.02 (3) or
delivery to a medical or dental school anatomy department
under s. 157.06. “Final disposition” does not include disposi-
tion of the ashes produced by cremation of a corpse or
stillbirth.

(13) “Hospital” has the meaning given under s. 50.33 (2).

(13m) “Induced abortion” means the termination of a
uterine pregnancy by a physician of a woman known by the
physician to be pregnant, for a purpose other than to produce
a live birth or to remove a dead fetus.

(14) “Local health office” means a county health depart-
ment established under s. 140.09 or a city health office
established under s. 141.015 or 141.02.

(15) “Local registrar” means:

(a) The register of deeds responsible for filing vital records
in the county except as provided under par. (b).

(b) The city registrar responsible for filing certificates of
births or certificates of births and deaths in his or her city.

(16) “Marriage document’ has the meaning given under s.
765.002 (4).

(17) “Person with a direct and tangible interest” means a
person who satisfies the requirements under s. 69.20 (1).

(18) “Place of death” means the place where a pronounce-
ment of a human death occurs or, if a death occurs in a
conveyance or a corpse is found in interstate waters and
removed in this state, the place where the corpse is removed.

(19) “Registrant” means the subject of a certificate which a
local registrar has accepted for filing in the system of vital
statistics.

(20) “Registration” means final processing of vital records
after filing and review for completeness and correctness by
the local and state registrar.

(21) “Registration district” means a county, except that a
city approved under s. 69.04 is a registration district for filing
certificates of births or certificates of births and deaths
occurring in the city.

(22) “Research” means a systematic study through scien-
tific inquiry for the purpose of expanding a field of knowl-
edge, including but not limited to environmental or epidemio-
logical research or special studies.

(24) “State registrar” means the state registrar of vital
statistics appointed by the department under s. 69.02 (1) (b)

(25) ‘‘System of vital statistics’ means:

(a) The filing, registration, collection, preservation,
amendment and certification of vital records under this
subchapter.

(b) The collection of records, other than vital records,
required under this subchapter.

(c) Activities related to the activities under pars. (a) and
(b), including the tabulation, analysis and publication of vital
statistics. .

(26) “Vital records” means certificates of birth, death,
divorce or annulment, marriage documents, fetal death re-
ports and data related thereto.

(27) “Vital statistics” means the data derived from certifi-
cates of birth, death, divorce or annulment, marriage docu-

ments, fetal death reports or related reports.
History: 1985 a. 315; 1985 a. 332 5. 253.
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69.02 ' Department powers and dutles (1) The department
shall:

(a) Establish-a unit ca]led the office of vital statistics.

(b) Appoint a state registrar.

(2) (a) The department may promulgate administrative
rules to administer this subchapter.

(b) The department shall promulgate administrative rules
which’ establish procedures regarding the contents of and
acceptance and registration of tribally related vital records
submitted to the state registrar by tribal courts and proce-
dures for responding to court orders issued by tribal courts
regarding tribally related vital records, as requrred ‘under s.

69.035.

History: 1985a 315; 1989 a. 194

69. 03 Powers and dutres oi slate regrstrar The state
registrar shall: ,

(1) Administer and enforce thrs subchapter

-(2) Direct. the system of vital statistics.

(3) Supervise the office of vital statistics.

(#) Act as custodian of all records in the office of vital
statistics: and preserve, index and- certify the records by
photographic, electronic or othel means, as determined by
the state registrar,

(5) Under this subchapter, accept for reglstratlon ass1gn a
date of acceptance and index and preserve original certifi-
cates of birth and death, ofiginal marriage documents and
original divorce reports.

(6) Direct any activity related to the operation of the
system of vital statistics.

(7) Conduct training programs to promote uniformity of
policy -and. procedures in this state in"the system of v1tal
statistics.

(8) Prescribe, furnish and distribute forms requlred under
this subchapter and ch. 765 and prescribe any other means for
transmission of data necessary to accomplish complete and
accurate reporting and registration. When reasonable and
possible the state registrar shall base the prescribed forms on
the standard . forms recommended by .the federal agency
responsible for administering the national system of v1tal
statistics. |

. (9) Prepare and publish an annual report of vital statistics.

(10) At the request of a local health office, provide the local
health office with vital statistics for local health planning and
program activities and establish a schedule with.the local
health office for transmrttal of the vital statistics.

(11) Provide a copy or notice of any vital record or court-
ordered change of fact prepared by the state registrar under
ss.69.14 (1) (h) and (2) (2) and (b) 5, 69.15, 69.16 (2) and 69.19
or any authorization for an amendment under ss. 69.11 and
69.12 to the register of deeds of the county where the. event
which is. the subject of the vital record, change of fact or
amendment occurred .and, if the event. occurred in a city
which i$ a registration distiict and responsible for reglstermg
the event, to the city registrar’ of the city.

(12) Accept fetal death reports under’s. 69.18 1y (e) The
state registrat may record the information 6n the reports for
use in medical research and may use the mformatron to
compile statistics. After recording the information on a fetal
death report, the state registrar, shall destroy. the report:

(13) As the state registrar detérmines necessary, report
vrolatrons of this subchapter to the district attorney. of the
county in which the violation is-alleged to have occurred and
include a statement of facts and- circumstances. -The state
registrar may request the assistance of the department of
Justice as he or she determines necessary for the enforcement
of this subchapter :
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(14) Provide hospitals with a pamphlet containing infor-
mation for parents about birth certificates including howto
add the name of the father of a child whose parents were not
married at any time from the conception to the birth of the
child to the birth certificate under s: 69.15 (3) (b) or, if the
father will' not sign an affidavit, through a paternity action;
the legal significance and. future medical advantages to the
child of having the father’s name inserted on the birth
certificate; and the availability of services under s. 46.25.

(15) Periodically provide to each county designee under s.

'59.07:(97) a list of names and, notwithstanding s. 69.20 (2) (a),

addresses of registrants who reside in that county for whom
no father’s name has been inserted on the regrstrant s birth

certificate within 6 months.of birth.
Hrstory 1985 a. 315; 1987 a. 413,

69. 035 Treatment by state registrar of tribal vital records

and tnbal court orders. (1) The state registrar shall accept
and register valid vital records submitted by tribal courts,
consistent with the manner in which vital records submitted

‘by local registrars or city registrars are handled, and shall

recognize and honor orders from tribal courts in this state
relating to vital records whrch pertam to tribally related
events.

.(2) Wherever ‘this subchapter provides for acceptance and
regrstratlon by the state registrar of vital records submitted
by local registrars, city registrars or clerks of circuit courts,
the state registrar shall also accept and register, in a like
manner, comparable vrtal records pertaining to tribally re-
lated events submitted by the court of any federally recog-
nized Indian tribe or band in this state. -

(3) Wherever this subchapter provides for correction or
delayed registration, without court-order, of vital records
submitted by local registrars or city registrars, the state
registrar shall also correct or register, in a like manner,
comparable vital records pertaining to tribally related events

.submitted by any federally recognized Indian tribe or band in

this state.

(4) Wherever this subchapter provrdes for correction,
delayed registration, copying or determination of the validity
of, or disclosure of information from, vital records, pursuant
to an. order:of a court, circuit court or court of competent

,]urlsdlctlon the state registrar shall, in a like manner, correct,

register, copy, determine the validity of, or disclose informa-
tion from, comparable vital records pertaining to tribally

related events, pursuant to an.order of the court of any

federally recogmzed Indian tribe or band in this state. In
order for the state registrar to provide access to an orrgrnal
birth certificate or any accompanying documents in an adop-
tion case, the tr ibal court which orders access.to such records
or documents shall be the court with jurisdiction over the

adoption.

Hlstory l989a 194

69. 04 Local regnstratlon distnct (1) (a) 1. The state regis-
trar may approve a- crty 4s a registration district for registra-
tion ‘of births occurring in the city if the state registrar
determines that the city has a facility whichprovides obstetri-
cal care'and a health office established under s. 141.015 or
14102 and administered by a full-time health officer with a
deputy who is authorized to act in place of the health officer
during the officer’s absence, illness or disability and staff,

‘office ‘space and ‘other resources for the proper administra-

tion of birth records; makes reasonable use of public health
data derived from-birth records and suitably preserves and
cares for official city birth:records.

-:2..The state registrar may approve a city as'a reglstratlon
district for registration of deaths occurring in the-city. if the
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state registrar has approved the city for registration-of births
under subd. 1 and if the state registrar determines that.the city
has :staff, office space and other resources: for the proper
administration of death records, makes reasonable use of
public health data derived from death records and suitably
preserves and cares for official city. death records. -

(b) The state registrar may withdraw the approval given
under par. (a) if the city farls to meet the requrrements under
par. (@) -

(2) (a) The county register.of deeds off ce shall bethe: place
for ﬁlrng vital records except as provrded under pars (b) and
©.

(b) If abirthoccursina crty which is a registration drstrrct
the office of the city registrar shall be the place for frhng the
birth certificate.

(c) If a death occurs in a city which is a registration district
approved by the state regrstrar “for’ regrsterrng death certifi-
cates, the office of the city regrstrar shall be the place for
‘filrng

(3) Any city whichisnota regrstratron district shall drspose
.of any vital records which it has filed as follows; -

(a) Offer all records of events. occurrrng prior to October 1,
1907, to the state historical society.

(b) Offer the records of each event occurring after Septem-
ber 30, 1907 to the register of deeds of the county in whrch the
event occurred

(c) Destr oy any record which’ the staté hrstorrcal socrety or

‘the register of deeds does not accept under par: (a) or (b)
History: 19852 315;1985a 3325 253,

69 05 Duties of local registrar. A local regrstrar shall:

- (1) Be subject to the direction of the state registrar.

-(2) Transmit to the state registrar, within 10 working days
after receipt, any -original vital record.

(3) If the county of residence of a registrant of a birth or
death cer‘tiﬁcate accepted for ﬁlrng is differe'nt than the
register of the deeds of the regrstrant’s county of resrdence
-within ‘10 working days after receipt: - ;

(a) A copy of every orrgmal brrth or death certrﬁcate
accepted for filing.

-“(b) A copy of any copy recerved from the state regrstrar
under s. 69.037(11).
= (3m) I the mothet of a r'egrstr'ant 'of a birth certificate
resides in a'city and the birth certificate is'not ‘filed in such
city, send a copy of the brrth certrﬁcate to such crty health
office if?

(a) The office has a maternal-chrld vrsrtatron or mforma-
tron program '

- (b) The office has requested the copy and notrﬁed the state
'regrstrar of its request; and

(c) The state registrar has approved the request.

(4) Preserve, amend and certify vital ‘records under this
subchapter by photographic, electronic-or-other means as
directed by the:state registrar, except-that a local registrar
may destroy birth certificates on file for more than 365 daysif
the :state registrar: determines that the local registrar: has
access through the state r'egistrar s computer data base to the
information necessary to issue. certrﬁed copres under s.69.21
(1) (b) 2:. :

(5); Enforce this subchapter in. his or her regrstratron
drstrrct and - report .to .the -state registrar; in- writing .any
violation-upon receipt of knowledge of the violation. . -

(6) Transmit tO the state registrar, no-later than.5 working
days after receipt and without making any copy, anyreport of
spontaneous.fetal death under s.:69.18 (1). (e) whrch occurs in
the jurisdiction of the registrar: e :
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+(7)-Send a note of the designation of a deputy to the state
registrar no later than one working day after the designation
takes effect.. The notice shall include a copy of the deputy’s

signature and the effective date of the desrgnatron :
- History: . 1985 a. 315; 1989 a. 359

69.06 Duties of city reglstrars. A crty registrar shall;
(1) Accept for fi iling, sign and assign a date of acceptance to

‘every original certificate of birth and death which he or she

’_has been approved to’ register under s, 69.04 and which'is

Aproperly presented in his or her office.

(2) Make, file and rndex an exact copy of every certrﬁcate

‘accepted under sub, (1).

(3) No later than 5 working days after receipt of the
original of any vital record accepted under sub. (1), transmit a
clear, reproducible. photoCopy of the original to the register of
deeds of the county in which the event which is the subject of
the record occurred.

(4) Designate in writing a deputy to perform the city
registrar’s duties under this section during the city regrstrar s

‘absence; illness or disability.

(5) :Destroy, within 365 daysafter recerpt any copy of a
birth certificate received under s 69.05 (3m). A city regrstrar

may not issue such copy to any person
Hrstory 1985 a.:315 L

'69 07 Duties of reglster of deeds The county tegister of

deeds shall:

(1) Accept for filing, sign and assrgn a date of acceptance to
évery original vital record properly presented in his or her
ofﬁce .

(2) Make ﬁle and index an exact copy of every vital record
accepted under sub. (1) or received under s. 69.05 (3).

(3) Designate a deputy appointed under s. 59.50 to perform
the register of deeds’ ‘duties. under this section during the
regrster of deeds absence, rllness or disability.

’ Hrstory 1985 a. 315

69.08 Requlrements ior reglstraiion The state registrar
may not regrster a vital fecord unléss the record:

(1) Is“on’ @ form ‘supplied’ for the record by the state
regrstrar

“(2) Is prepared on a typewriter with unworn black rrbbon
or priiited: legrbly n black permanent rnk applred drrectly to
the form' paper. -

(3) Supplres all rtems of rnformatron required by the form
or gives a’ reason” approved by ‘theé state regrstrar for the

‘omrssron of any item.

(4) Contains proper and consistent’ data

(5) Contarns the: srgnatures whrch are requrred on the form
and which are wrrtten in black permanent ink applred drrectly
to the: form paper

tron flurd correctron tape and erasures
ion made without a written ‘explana-
sroved by the state registrar.
(7). Contarns the dated srgnature of the local registrar.”
(8) Is. prepared under rules promulgated by ‘the
department o L o
" Hrstory l985a 315

69.09 Corrections prior to irlmg If prior to ﬁlrng a vrtal
record a‘local registrar:determines that the record has an
‘omission ‘or- error :in 'information, the local registrar -shall
return the record to the filing'party for correction or-replace-
ment, except as'provided under's..69.10 (2). The filing party

‘shall correct or replace any-such record within 5 wot kmg days

after it is received by the filing party. .
History: 1985 a. 315.
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69.10: Correction of obvious errors. (1) Until 365 days after
the - occurrence ‘of an event which is the-subject of a vital
record

(a) The state registrar may return a vital record to-a local
‘registrar for correction under s. 69.09 if the state registrar
determines that the record should not have been filed prror to
correction.

::(b) The state registrar or a local registrar may correct an
error in the record if he or:she determines that the error is
obviously inadvertent.

(2) ‘A person-with'a direét-and tangrble interest in a vrtal
record may petition a court to order a correction in the record
undet this section if the state or local registrar with whom the
recordis filed fails to make the correctlon '

History: 1985 a. 315. s

69 11 Amendments wuthoul court order (1) In thrs sectron

amend” means to change information in an item on a vital
record that was incorrect when the vrtal record was filed or to
insert information omitted from an item on a vital. record
when the vital record was filed. ,

(2) Ifa vrtal record has been filed, any item on the record
may be amended one time under this section.

(3) (a) Until 365 days after.the occurrence of an event
which is the subject of a vital record, the state registrar, with
satrsfactory evidence that information i in an item on a vital
record was incorrect or omitted when the record was filed,
may amend the. record except as provided under par. (b).

-(b) Untrl 365 days after the.occurrence of an event which is
the subject of avital record, the state registrar. may amend the
following information on a vital record: -

1. Name, sex, date of-birth,. place of birth, parents
surnames and marital status of parents, if the vital record is a
birth certificate and if the amendment is accompanied by a
statement which the filing party has submltted to support the
amendment.

2. Cause of death, if the. vrtal record isa- death certrflcate
and. if the amendment is accompanied by a statement which
the person who signed the medical certificate part of the death
certificate under. s. 69, 18 (2) has submrtted to support the
amendment. -

3: Age, if the.vital. record isa marrrage document andiif the
amendment is accompamed by a statement which the county
clerk who issued the marriage license in the marriage docu-
ment has submitted to support the amendment

(c) The following; on a form supplied by the state regrstrar
may request the state registrar to act under:this subsection:

L Any person: with a- drrect and tangrble interest in_the
record. - S

w20 A certrfrer of the cause of death :

(d) The state registrar shall amend a vital record under this
subsection if'a local registrar:

1. Notifies the filing party, a-certifier of the cause of death
or the county.clerk responsible for the vital record of the need
for correct information; .

2. Obtains. the correct: mformatron from the person notr-
fied-under subd.. 1;.

3. Changes:the information on. hrs or her copy of the vrtal
record and

--4.'Sends:a notice of the amendment under subd:.3 to the
state registrar.

(e) 1. If the state regrstrar determmes that a vital record
should:be amended under this subsection, he or she shall-send
a notice: of the need for-an amendment to the filing.party, the
certifier of the cause of death or the county clerk responsible
for the vital record or-to the local registrar who filed the
record: If the local registrar receives the notice, he or she shall

COLLECTION OF STATISTICS 69.12

obtain the correct information from the filing  party, certifier
of the cause of death or county clerk responsible for the vital
record, change the information on his or her copy of the vital
record and send a copy of the changed record to the state
regrstrar

2.A filing party who recerves a notrce under subd. 1 shall

respond to the person who' sent ‘the notice within 10 working
days after receipt of the notlce ,
@) (a) Except as provided under par (b) the state registrar
may not amend any vital record if 365 days have elapsed since
the occurrence of the event which is the subject of the vital
record unless the state registrar has received a court order to
make the amendment’ under s. 69.12.

(b) If 365 days have elapsed since the occurrence of the
event which is the subject of a birth.certificate, the state
registrar may-amend an item on.the birth certificate which
affects information about the name, sex, date of birth; place
of birth, parents’ surnames or marital status of the mother.on
a birth certificate if the amendment is at the request. of a
person with a direct and tangible interest in the record on a
request form supplied by the state registrar and if the amend-

ment is .accompanied by 2 items of documentary evidence

sufficient to prove that the ifem to be changed is in érroy and
by the affidavit of the person requestmg the amendment.

(5) (a) If the state or local registrar, under this section or

under's. 69.15, changes the face of a vital record registered or

flled in his or her office, the registrar shall:

- 1. Insert any, information that Was omrtted when the vital
record was filed.. . . . .

2. If the amendment changes mformatron on the record:

a. Strike out, but madintain ‘the legibility of, the changed
information and insert any new information;

b. ‘Enter any notatron of support in the margrn of the
record; and

c: Sign'the amendment and msert anote that the record has
been amended.

‘(b)If under sub. (4) (b) the state or local registrar makes an
améndment other than on the face of the original copy of a
vital record, he or she shall file an amendment form which
includes an affidavit by the person requesting the ‘amend-
mert, the ‘information’ which' is stricken, the information
inserted and an abstract of the documents supportmg the
amendment.

Hlstory 1985a 315

69 12 Entry of true facts by court order (1) If the state
registrar cannot make-an amendment to.a vital record under
s..69.11'and a person with a.direct and tangible interest in the
vital record alleges that information on the vital record does
not represent, the actual facts in-effect at the time the record
was. filed, ithe person may petition the circuit court of the
county in which the event which is the subject of vital record
is alleged. to have occurred. The petition shall be.accompa-

nied by a certified copy.of the original.vital record. - If the

court finds that the petitioner has established the actual facts
of the-event. in effect when the record was filed, the clerk of
court shall report the court’s determination -to-the- state

registrar on.a form prescribed: by the state registrar, along

with.the fee required under s.-69.22 (5) (a) 2. Upon receipt of
the report, the state registrar shall change the record under s.
69.11 (5) and send a notice of the change to the local registrar
who shall make the change in the record. filed in his or her
office.

(2) A court may not order amendment of the names of the
parents of a registrant on a-birth-certificate on the grounds of
termination -of parental rights:or termination of custody.
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 (8) The state registrar shall amend under s. 69.11 (5) an
1tem on a birth certificate as drrected by an order under this

section.

:History: 1985 a. 315

69.14 Registration of births. (1) FILING REQUIREMENIS (a)
FzIzng deadline. 1. Except as provrded ‘under subd. 2, a certifi-
‘cate of birth for every birth which occurs in this state shall be
filed in the registration district in which the birth occurs
within 5 days after the brrth and shall be regrstered under this
subchapter ;

- 2.'A filing party shall send a certificate of birth for a birth
in a city which has ‘a city health office’ which is not a
registration district to such office rf the office has a maternal-
child visitation or information program, if the office has filed
‘with the state registrar a request that the cértificate be sent to
itand if the state registrar has-approved the tequest. Thestate
"registr'ar may revoke his or-her approval at any time.

*3. Any city health office acceptrng original birth certifi-
cates undet subd. 2 shall:

a. Make a copy of the certificate and forward ‘the original
to the’ regrster of deeds within 2 days;

" b. Send any copy requrred under s 69 05 (3m) and issue no
othef copy to any person; and -

¢. Destroy its copy within 365 days after receipt.

(b) Accuracy. Either parent of a-child who is the subject of

a birth certificate; or, if neither parent is available, another
person with knowledge of the facts of the birth, shall attest to
the accuracy of the personal‘data entered on the certificate in
time to permit the filing of the certrﬁcate within 5 days after
the birth:

+(¢) Filing party.. A birth certrf cate shall be prepared and
filed by the following:

. 1, If the. birth-occurs. at or on route to a hosprtal the
hosprtal administrator or his or her designee;
.. -2.Inthe absence of a person under subd. 1, the physician in
attendance at or immediately after the brrth ;

3. In the absence of a person under subd. 1 or 2, any other
person in attendance at or 1mmed1ately after the birth; or

4.In the absence ofa per son under subds. 1 to 3, the father

or mother or in the absence of the father and the inability of

the mother the person responsrble for the premises where the
brrth occurs.

(cm) Information concerning patermty For a birth whrch
occurs en route to or at a hospital, the filing party shal],grve
the mother a copy of the pamphlet under s. 69.03 (14). If the
child’s parents:are'not married at thetime of thechild’s birth,
the-filing party shall' give the mother a copy. ‘of the form
prescribed.by the state registrarunders. 69.15 (3)(b) 3. If the
‘mother provides a:completed form: to-the filing party while
she.is a patient in the hospital and within 5 days after the

birth; the filing: party shall send the form duectly to the state
regrstrar : :

' (d) Place of birth: 1.On a bnth cextlf‘ cate the place of birth
shall be-the-place where the placenta is removed ‘except as
‘provrded unider subd.'2; :

" 2:'If a birth occurs in-a conveyarnce wrthrn the Unrted
States and ‘the birth child is first removed from the convey-
ance'in this state; the birth shall be filed in this staté and the
place'wheré the birth child is first temoved from ‘the convey-
ance shall be-the place-of biith on the birth certificate. If'a
birth occuis on a movrng conveyance while in 1nternatronal
waters or air space or ina foreign country or its air space and
the birth child is first removed from the conveyance in this
state, a birth certificate for-the child shall be filed in this state
and the-place of birth on the birth certificate shall be the
actual place of birth as determined by:the filing party.
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(e) Father’s name. 1. If the mother of a registrant under this
section was married at any time from the conception to the
birth of the registrant, the name of the husband of the mother

shall be entered on the birth:certificate as the legal father of

the registrant. ' The name of the father entered under this
subdivision may not be changed except by a proceeding under
ch. 767.

.. 2,-If the mother. was not married at-any time from the

conception to. the birth of a registrant under this section, no
name of any alleged father of the registrant may be entered as

the father on the birth certificate except as provided under s.
69.15.(3): If under this subdivision the name of the father of

the -registrant of a birth certificate -is omitted from the
certificate, no other information about the father may be
entered on the certificate.

(f) Registrant’s name. 1. a. Except as provided under subd.
1. b, if the mother of a registrant of a birth certificate under
this section is married to the father of the registrant at any

‘time from the conceptron to the birth of the registrant, the

given name and surname which the mother and father of the
registrant enter for the regrstrant on the birth certificate shall
be the given name and surname filed ‘and registered on the
brrth certificate.

b, If the mother of a regrstrant of a birth certificate under

this section is married to-the father of the registrant at any

time from the conception to the birth of the registrant and the

mother is"separated or “divorced from the father of the

registrant at the time of birth, the given name and surname

‘which the parent of the registrant with actual custody enters

for the tegistiant on-the birth certificate shall be the given
name and surname filed and registered-on the birth certifi-
cate, except that if a court has granted legal custody of the
registrant, the given name and surname which the pefson

with legal custody enters for the registrant on ‘the birth

certificate-shall be the given name ‘and surname filed and
registered on the birth certificate.

“c.-If the mother of a registrant of a birth certificate under
thrs sectioti is not married to thé father of the registrant at any

time from the conception to the-birth of the registrant, the
‘given name and surname which the mother of the régistrant

enters for the registrant on the birth certificate shall be the
given' name and surname filed and régistered ‘on the birth
certificate, except that if a court has 'granted legal custody of
the registrant, the given name and siirharite which the person
with legal custody” enters” for-the registrant ‘on the birth

certificate shall"be the given name: and surname: filed and

regrstered on the birth certificate.

'2¢If no surname:has been entered for a regrstrant within 5
days after the registrant’s birth, the filing party shall file a
birth certificate for the registrant-without entering a surname
on: the birth certificate..  The state registrar and:any local
registrar may not issue any certified:copy of the birth certifi-
cate: until.a surnare is.entered under this paragraph.

< (g) Birth by artificial insemination. If the registrant of a
bltth certificate under this section is-born as a.result of
artificial insemination under the:requirements of 's.:-891.40,
the husband of the woman shall be considered the father of
the registrant on the birth certificate. If the registrant is born
as a result of artificial insemination which does not satisfy the
réquirements of's. 891.40, the-information about the father of
the registrant shall be omrtted from the regrstrant s birth

certificate..

¢ (h) Surrogate mother If the regrstrant ofa brrth cer trﬁcate
under this:section’is born to.a surrogate mother, information
about: the surrogate mother shall be entered: on the birth

certificate. and. the -information about the father shalil -be
omitted from the birth certificate.

If a court determines
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parental rights-over the registrant, the clerk of -court shall
report the court’s determination to the state registrar on a
form. prescribed by the state. 1egistrar, along with the fee
required under s. 69.22. Upon 1eceipt of the report, the state
registrar shall prepare and register a new birth certificate for
the registrant under s. 69.15 (6) and send a copy of .the new
certificate to the local registrar who filed the original certifi-
cate. Upon receipt of the copy; the local registrar shall
destroy his or her copy of the replaced certificate and file the
new certificate.

. (2) LATE REGISTRATIONS. (2) Regzstratzon 6 10 365 days after
bzrt_h If a birth certificate is filed 6 to 365 days after the date.of
birth, the filing party shall use the form used for birth
certificates filed under sub. (1). Befor‘e registering the certifi-
cate, the state registrar may require additional evidence in
support of the facts of birth and an explanation of why. the
birth certrficate was not filed. under sub. (1). If a birth
certificate filed under this subsection is signed by a person
.other than the person attending the birth or the person
managing . the institution. where the birth occurred or its
medical records, the state registrar may require a notarized
statement of why the certificate was not filed under sub. (1).

-(b) Regtstratlon more than 365 days after birth. 1. If more
than 365 days have elapsed since the birth of a person born in
this state and a certificate of the birth has not been ﬁled in.this
state, such person or the parent or guardian of the person, if
the. person is living, - may request that the state registrar
register a brrth certificate for . the person under . this
-paragraph .

2. Any person requestmg a birth certificate under thts
paragraph shall establish the following facts by evidence
documented under subd. 3
. a. The full name of the registrant given after the trme of
brrth S

b. The date and place of birth.

c. The full maiden name of the mother

~-d.‘The full name of the father, except that if the mother was
not ‘married at the time of conception or birth or between
conception and birth of the registrant, the.name of the father
may not be-entered except as provided. under s. 69.15 (3). -

3. a. As evidence of the name, date and place of birth of a

registrant for whom-a birth:certificate is requested under this
paragraph, the person requesting the birth certificate shall
present at least 2 pieces. of . documentary- evidence for each
item if the record is filed prior to 7 years after.the date of birth
or-at least 3 pieces of documentary evidence for each item. if
the record is filed 7-years or more after the date of birth. Only
one piece of documentary. evidence per item may be an
affidavit of personal knowledge. .
b, As evidence of .the parents of .a regrstrant for whom a
birth certificate is requested under this paragraph; the person
requesting the birth -certificate shall present. at least one
document - which is not an affidavit of personal knowledge.

. ¢. No-document presented under this subdivision may be
from-a: source which is the same .as the source for any other
such document.. Every such document shall be in the formof
the original document, shall be a duly certified:copy of: the
original or shall be:a; srgned statement from the custodran of
the document.

- -d. Any document presented under this subdlvrsron whrch is
not an-affidavit -of personal knowledge shall- have been
established at least 10- years prior to the date the birth
certificate is requested under this paragraph or shall have
been. established before the.registrant’s 10th birthday.

e. Any affidavit of personal knowledge presented under
this paragraph shall be prepared by a parent, other relative or
person and shall be signed before an official authorized to
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administer oaths: Any person signing an affidavit under this
subparagraph -shall be at least 10 years older than the
registrant and shall have personal knowledge of the facts of
the registrant’s birth.

4, If the registrant of a certificate filed under this para-

graph is 18 years of age or over and is competent to srgn and

swear to the accuracy of its facts, the registrant shall sign the
certificate and swear to the accuracy of its facts before an
official authorized to administer oaths. If the registrant is
under 18 years of age or is not competent to sign and swear to
the a accuracy of the facts of such certificate, a person shall sign
the certificate and swear to the accuracy of its facts as follows:

a. One of the parents of the registrant.

b. In the absence of any person under subd. 4. a, the .
guardran of the registrant. .

.. c; In the absence of any person under subd. 4. a or. b the
next of kin of the. regrstrant

d. In the absence of any person under subds. 4. a toc, any
older person having personal knowledge of the facts of birth
of the registrant, . . ,

5. The state registrar may deny a request for a brrth
certificate under this paragraph. If the state registrar ap-
proves a tequest'for a-birth certificate under this'paragraph,
he or she shall indicate plainly on the face of the certificate
that the certificate has been registered under this paragraph
and the date the certificate is registered and shall send a copy
of the certificate to'the local registrar-under s.69.03:(1 l) The
local registrar shall file the certificate.

-6, If the stateregistrar dénies a:request for regrstr'atron ofa
birth certificate under this subsection, the person making the
request may file a petition with the circuit court of the alleged
county of birth for an order establishing a record of the date
and ‘place of the.birth and the parentage of the person who
would ‘be the registrant. - If the court finds that such person
was born in this state, the court shall make findings as to the
place and ‘date of birth, parentage and any other required
finding and shall issue an order, on a form prescribed and
furnished by: the state tegistrar, to register a birth certificate

for the person, ' The order shall include the birth date to be

registered, a -description of the evrdence presented and the
date: of the court’s action.
-7.On any birth certificate regrstered under this paragraph,

‘the state registrar or his of her designated representative shall

describe: each ‘document -submitted . under subd. 3.
abstract for-each document:shall include:

a.-The title or: description of the document..

b. The name and address of the affiant if the document is
an affidavit of personal:-knowledge: or the name and address
of the. custodian if the documentis an original or certified
copy of a record or.a signed statement from a custodian.

c. If. the document was prevrously fr]ed the date of the
filing. -

d. What buth facts the document contams

8. On any birth certificate registered under thls paragraph,
the state registrar or:his or her designated representative shall
certify by his or her signature that: .

a. No.other bitth certificate is on file for the regrstrant

b. The state registrar,or-his or her designated representa-
tive has re_yrewed the evidence submrtted under subd. 3.

-c. Theabstract under subd.. 7:accurately reflects.the nature
and content of the evidence submitted-under-subd. 3. - ‘
(3). " REGISTRATION (OF FOUNDLINGS. (a) Any person who
assumes ‘custody of a live born infant of unknown parentage
shall file a birth: certificate for the infant within-5 days after

The

“assuming custody and shall file the brrth certificate with the

following information:
‘1. The date the registrant was found.
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‘2. The estimated date of birth of the registrant.

3. The address of the place where the registrant was found.

+ 4. The sex and race of the registrant. '

5. The name given to the registrant by the filing party.

" 6. The name, address and signature of the person with
whom the registrant has been placed for care. The informa-
tion under this subdivision shall bé entered in the item on the
birth certificate where mformatron on the attendant at brrth is
required. -

(b) A local regrstr ar whoaccepts a birth certificate for f‘rlmg
undér this’ subsection shall plainly mark “foundlmg in the
top margin of the certrﬁcate '

(c) If at any time after a brrth certificate is filed for a
'regrstrant under this subsection a birth certificate filed for the
registrant at the time of birth of the registrant is found or the
regrstrant is adopted and the adoptive parents sign'a birth
record giving their names as the adoptive parents, the state
registrar shall impound the birth certificate filed under this
subsection ‘and prohibit ‘access except by court order or
except by the state registrar for processrng purposes '

‘History: 1985 315; 1987 2 413.

69 15 Changes of fact on- brrlh certrﬂcates (1) BriH
CERTIFICATE. INFORMATION CHANGES. The state registrar may
change information on a birth certificate registered in this
state which was correct-at the time the birth certificate was
filed under a court or administrative order issued.in this state,
in another state or in Canada or under the valid order of a
court-of’ any federa]ly recognized Indlan tribe, band ornation
1f

(a) The order provrdes for an adoptron name change or

name -change with sex change or establishes paternity; and
- (b)«A clerk of court sends the: state registrar a certified
report of an order: of a court in this state on a form supplied
by the state reg’i’strar or,-in the case of.any other:order, the
state registrar receives:a-certified: copy of the order and the
proper fee.under-s. 69.22. ;

:4:(2).ADOPTIONS. (a) Except as provrded under par. (b) if the
‘state registrar receives an-order under sub. (1) which provides
for an adoption, the state registrar shall prepare, under sub.
(6), a new certificate for the subject of the adoption unless the
adoptive: parents-or the:subject of the adoption requests,
under s::48:94, that no new certificate. be prepared. If the
order is from a court in this state, the order shall include a
certified copy of the original birth certificate registered for-the
subject of the adoptron The new:: certrﬁcate shall show

:}:The name of the registrant. -~

~2./The"date ‘and placeof ‘birth as transcrrbed from the
original certificate: -~ The date:and place on*the orrgrnal
cemﬁcate may not be changed by the court:

*3:'The'names and personal information of:the: adoptive
parents unless otherwise indicated by the court order. '

4. The hospital and time of birth as unknown.

5. The filing date on'the original certificate. '

6. ‘Any other mformatron necessary to complete ‘the ‘new
certrﬁcate

(b) If the state regrstrar receives an order under sub (1)

which provides foi-an adoptron of any person born outside of

the United Statés by any person who is a resident of this state
at the tie of adoption, and if the adoptive parents present
proof of the facts of birth to the state registrar, the state
registrar shall prepare a certification ‘of ‘birth - data for the
subject of the-adoption. The certification shall indicate the
date ‘and place of* birth,-the child’s adoptive name, the

adoptive parents” names, and thé sources of information of

each of these facts. If neither of the birth ‘parents of ‘the
subject of the adoption are U:S: ¢itizens, the new certification
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may include proof-of the naturalization of the subject of the
adoption.

" (¢)If the state registrar determines that the registrant of a
birth certificate was adopted without a change in the. regis-
trant’s birth certificate under par. (a) or (b), the state registrar
shall obtaina copy of the court order which provided for the
adoption, if available, and shall prepare under sub. (6), a new

‘cemfrcate for the registrant.

(3) PATERNITY. (a) If the state régistrar receives an order
under sub. (1) which establishes paternity or determines that
the man-whosé name appears on a registrant’s birth -certifi-
cate is not the father of the registrant; the state regrstrar shall
do-the following, 4s appropriate: -

“1.; Prepare under sub. (6) a new certificate omitting the
fathei’s name’if the order deteérmines that the man whose
name ‘appears on-a registrant’s birth certificate is not the

father of the registrant and if there is no adjudicated father.

2. Prepare under sub:(6) a new certificate for the subject of
a paternity action changing the name of the father if the name

of the adjudicated father is drfferent than the name of the man

on the birth certificate.
3 Except ds provrded under subd: 4, inseit the hame of the

‘adjudicated father on the original birth certificate if the name

of the father was omitted on-the original certificate.
~ 4. If the order provides for a change in the child’s given
name or surname or both, entér the name indicated on a new

birth certlﬁcate prepared under subd: 1 or2 or on the original
‘birth certificate under subd. 3 except that if the surname of a

child under 7 years of age is changed, the state registrar shall
prepare a new certificate under'sub. (6).

b 1. Except as provided ‘urider par. (c), if ‘the state
registrar receives a statement acknowledgrng patérnity on a
form prescribed by the state registtar and signed by both of
the birth parents of a child determined to be a marital child
under s. 767.60, a certified copy of the parénts’ marriage
certificate and the-fee required under s. 69.22 (5) (b)-1, the

‘state: regrstrar shall insert the name of the husband- from the

marriage certificate as the father if thie name of the father was
omitted on the original birth:certificate. ‘The state registrar
shall include on the form for the acknowledgment a notice of

the information in.s: 767458 (1) (a) to (e). -

= 2: Excépt as provided under pat. (c), if the parent of a child

determined to be a marital child under s. 767.60 dies after his
or-her matriage and. before the statément “acknowledging

paternity -has been signed, the state registrar shall insert the
name of the father under subd: I upon'réceipt of a court order
détermining that the husband was the father of the child

- 3:'Except as provided under par. (¢); if the state registrar
receives a statement acknowledging- paternity on' a‘ form
préscribed by thie ‘state registrar and signed' by both parents,

along with - the fee‘under s. 69.22; the state registrar shall

insert ‘the-namé-of the father under subd.“1. The state
registrar shall mark thé cértificate to show:that the form is on
file. “The form shall be available'to the department or its
designee under’s, 59.07.(97) pursuant to.the program respon-
sibilities.under s. 46.25:or to any other person with a direct
and tangible interest in the record’  The state registrar shall
include on the form for: the acknowledgment a notrce of the
mformatron in s. 767.458 (1) (a) to (e).

-4, If aregistrant has not reached:the age of 18 years and if
any.of the following indicate, in a statement acknowledging
paternity under subd. 1 or3; that the given name or surname,
or-both; of ‘the registrant should be changed on the birth
certificate, the state registrar-shall-enter the name indicated
on-the birth-certificate without a court order:

- a. The mother: of the regrstrant except as provrded under‘

=subd 4. bandc.
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b. The father of the registrant if the father haslegal custody
of the registrant.

-c. The parents of the registrant if they have married each
other after the birth of the registrant.

~(c) If the state registrar is required to enter:a.new surname
-or-a new given name on-a birth certificate under par. (b)4 and
‘the ‘registrant ‘has not reached the age of 7 years, the: state
registrar shall make a new certificate under sub: (6).

" (4) NAME CHANGE (a) If the state régistrar receives an order
under sub. (1) which provides foi*a name change, the state
registrar shall change the name on the orrgmal brr th
certrﬁcate

'(b) Any person w1th adirectand tangrble interest in'a bir th
certrﬁcate registered in this state may petition -a-court to
change the name and sex of the registrant on the certificate
due to a surgical sex-change procedure. If the state registrar
receives an ‘order which provides for-such a change the state
registrar shall’ change the name ‘and-sex on' the original
certificate; except thatif the court orders the state registrar-to
prepare a new certificate the state- regrstrar shall prepare a
new certificate under sub. (6).

(c) A court may not order the state registrar to change any
vrtal record due to-a surgical sex-change procedure except as
pr ovided under this‘subsection..

(4m) NAME ‘CHANGE WITHOUT-COURT ORDER. (a) Unless
either parent of a registrant is a party to an action under ch.
767 involving the registrant and notwithstanding sub. (3) (b)
‘4 ands. 786.36, the name of a registrant born in this state may
be changed once under this subsection wrthout acourt order'
1f all of the following apply:

1; The request for the change is received to the state
'r'egis'tr'ar‘ in writing; on a form approved by the state registrar.

2. If 4 parént has sole legal custody of the registrant, the
request for the: change is srgned by the parent who has legal
‘custody o
3:If both parénts have legal ‘custody of the regrstrant the
request for: the change is signed by both parents.

4. The request for the change is received ‘within- 365
calendar days after the day of birth of the registrant.

(b) If the conditions under par. (2) 1to 4 are iet, the state
registrar shall change the regrstrant’s name-on'the regrstr ant’s
birth certificate. - The state registrar is'not tequired to issue a
new birth certificate. under this’ paragraph
) (5) NEW CERTIFICATE FOR ‘A PERSON WITHOUTANY- CERTIFI-
cATE, If no birth certificate has been regrstered for any person
who is‘mere than 365 daysold and-who'is entitled to-a new
‘certificate under this section, and if the date and place of birth
‘of the person have not been determined by a court; the state
registrar shall register a birth certificate for the' individual
under's. 69 14 (2) (b) before preparrng anew cer trﬁcate under
sub: (6).

'(6) PREPARATION OF NEW.CERTIFICATES. (a) The state Tegis-
tr ar shall prepare a new birth certificate under-this section on
the-form in use at the time the original certificate was filed.
The state registrar shall include on a new certificate the date
‘of creation of the new certificate and shall signit: The state
registrar shall type on“the new. certificate any other legrble
srgnature on the original certificate.

“(b) The state registrar shall register ‘@ new certrﬁcate
created under this section and shall impound: the original
certificate or-the certificate registered under sub. (5) and-all
corresponderice, ‘affidavits, court orders and other related
materials and prohibit access except by court order or-except
by the state registrar for processing purposes or-except when
authorized under ss. 48.432 and 48.433." The state registrar
shall'send a copy-of-any new certificate registered under-this
section to the:local registrar who- filed the original of the
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replaced certificate. - Upon receipt of the copy, the local
registrar shall destroy his or her copy of the replaced certifi-
cate and file the new certificate.

(c) If the state registrar changes a birth cer trfrcate ‘on frle or
registered . under this ‘section’ instead of preparing a new

-certificate, the state registrar-shall make the change under s.

69.11 (5) and shall send a notice of the change to the local

registrar who filed the original .of the changed certificate.

Upon receipt of the notice, the local registrar shall change his

or her copy.of the changed. certificate.
History: 1985 a 315; 1987a 413; 1989 a. 183

69.16  Marriage documents. (1) The form, content, applica-
tion for and regrstratron of marrrage documents shall be

'under ch. 765.

(2) If a person has married in this state, at least 365 days
have elapsed since the marriage and no marriage document is

onfile, a person-with a direct and tangible interest in having a

marriage document registered may petrtron the circuit court
of the county in which the marriage is alleged to have
occurred. Ifthe ¢ourt finds that the petitioner has established

‘the fact of the marriage required on the marriage document,

except for the:information-unders. 69.20 (2), the clerk of the
court shall report the court’s  determination to the state
registrar on a form prescribed by the state registrar, along
with the fee required under s. 69.22. - Upon receipt of the
report, the state registrar shall register the marriage docu-
ment and send a copy of the document to the local registrar
under s. 69 03 -(11)..- The local .registrar -shall file the

document.”

~ History: . 1985.a, 315.

69.17 Divorce report. At the end of every biweekly period,
the clerk of any court which conducts divorce proceedlngs
under ch. 767 shall forward to’ the state registrar, on a form
supplied by the state registrar, a report of every divorce or

'annulment ‘of marriage grantéd dunng the brweekly period.

Hlstory “1985.a:315

69 18 Death records (1) REGISTRAIION OF DEATHS (a) Any
one.of the followrng may . move a corpse for the purpose of

final drsposrtron .
1A funeral director licensed under ch. 445 actrng in

person or through the agency of another funeral director

hcensed under ch. 445.
.2, A member of the decedent s 1mmed1ate family who
personally prepares for and conducts the ﬁnal disposition of

'the decedent.

"3, A person acting under s. 157.02 or 445.16.
(b) Any person who moves a corpse under par. (a) shall file
a certificate of death for the corpse under this subsection on a

‘form prescrrbed by the state regrstrar under any one, of the

followmg c1rcumstances v

1. The death occurred in this’ state »

2."The ‘corpse was found in this state.

3. The corpse was removed in this state from'a conveyance
which: was moving at the time of death. :

4. The corpse was found in rnterstate waters and removed
in-this state. -

(bm) A person required to ﬁle a certrﬁcate of death under

:par. (b) shall obtain the information required for the certifi-

cate of death from the next of kin or the best qualified person
or source'available. 'The person filing the certificate of death
shall-énter his ok her signature on the certificate and include

‘his or her address and’the date of signing and shall present or
‘mail the certificate, within 24 hours after beingnotified of the

death, to the physician, coronetor medical examiner respon-
sible for completing and signing the medical certification
under sub. (2). Within 2 days-after receipt of the medical
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certification under sub. (2), the person filing the certificate of

death shall mail or present the certificate of death in:

1. The registration district of the place of death if the death
occurred in this state.

2. The registration district where the corpse was found or
removed-if the place of death is not in this staté or is
unknown, is removed 1in this state from a conveyance which
was'moving at the time ‘of death or is found m interstate
‘waters and removed in this state.

() A hospital or a nursing home, as defined in s. 50.01 (3),
which is the place of death of a person may prepare a
certificate of death for the person and give the certificate to
-the person- who moves the corpse under par. (a).

DA hosprtal or nursing home may not release a corpse to
any person-under par. (a). unless the person presents a notice
of removal on a form prescribed by the state registrar, in
duplicate, to the administrator of the hospital or nursing
home:" The administrator shall retain one copy and forward
the other copy to the local registrar of the registration district
in which-the hospital or: nursing home is located.

.- (e).1. If a death is a miscarriage and 20 weeks or more have
clapsed between the mother’s last normal menstrual period

-and delivery or the stillbirth weighs 350-grams or more, one of

.the following shall submit, within 5 days after delivery, a fetal

death ‘report to the regrstratron district where delivery
-occurred:

“a. If the miscarriage occurs at or on route to a hospital, the
individual who manages the hospital or the hospital’s medical
records.

b. If the miscarriage does not occur at or on route to a
hospital, the funeral director or other person authorized by at

least one parent of the stillbirth.

2. Except as provided under subd. 1, no fetal death report
is required.

-(2) MEDICAL CERTIFICATION. (a) On the form for a certifi-
cate of death prescribed by the state registrar under sub. (1)
(b), the state registrar shall provide for a separate medical
certification section to be completed under this subsection.

(B) If a‘person under the care of a physrcran dies from the
illness or condition for which the care is given and a coroner
or medical examiner does not cer tify the cause of death under
par. (d) 1, the physician shall complete and sign a medical
certification for the death under par. (f) and mail the medical
certification within 5 days after the pronounoement of death
or present the medical certification to the person responsible
for filing the death certificate under sub (1) within 6 days
after the pronouncement of death.

(c) If the physrcran under par. (b) is absent or gives hrs or
her written approval, the medical certification under par. (b)
may be completed and srgned by any one of the following
who has access to the medical. history of the decedent:

1. If any other physician assisted i in attending the decedent,
the other physician. .

2. The chief medical officer of the. hospltal or nursing home
in which the death occurred.

3. The physrcran who performed an autopsy on the
decedent. - .

(d) 1. Except as provrded under par. (e), 1f a death is the
subJ_ect}of a-coronet’s-or medical examiner’s determination
under s. 979.01 or 979.03, the coroner or medical examiner or
a physi¢ian supervised by a coroner or medical examiner in
the county where the event which caused the death occurred
shall complete and sign the medical certification part of the
death certificate for the death-and mail the death certificate
within 5 days.after the pronouncement of death or present the
certificate to-the person responsible for filing the death
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-certificate under sub. (1) within 6 days after the pronounce-

ment of death.

2. Except as provided under par. (e), if the decedent was
not under the care of a physician for the illness or condition
from whichthe person died, the coroner or medical examiner,
or a physician supervised by a coroner or-medical examiner,
in the county of the place of death shall complete and sign the
medical certification part of the death certificate for the death
and mail the death certificate within 5 days after the pro-
nouncement of death or present the certificate to the person
responsible for filing the death certificate under sub. (1)
within 6 days after the pronouncement of death.

:3.. For a medical certification under this paragraph, except

-a medical certification of the cause of death of an indigent, a
-coroner-or medical. examiner may charge a fee established by

the county board, not to exceed an amount reasonably
related to the actual and necessary cost of providing the

‘medical certification.. The coroner or medical examiner, or

the physician employed by the coroner or medical examiner,
shall mail or. present a medical certification as required under
subd. 1, whether or not the fee has been paid.

(e):Unless the person is a physician supervised by a coroner
or medical examiner, no person may act under par. (d) if the
subject of the death certificate: was-his or, her patient or a
patient in a hospital, or nursing home, as defined in s.'50.01
(3), in which he or she has direct care of any patient.

(f)- 1. A person signing a medical certification under par.

«(b); (c).or (d) shall describe, in detail;.on a form prescribed by

the state registrar, the cause.of death, show-the duration of
each cause, the sequence of each cause if the cause of death
was multiple and, if the cause was disease, the evolution of the
disease. The person shall describe a disease in medical terms
and may not limit the description to symptoms or conditions

rresulting from disease. If the cause of a death is medically

certified under par. (d), the coroner or medical examiner shall
describe any violence related to the cause of death, its effect
on the decedent and whether it was, accidental, suicidal,
homicidal or undetermined.

2. If a person signing a- medical certification under par. (b)

{c)-or (d) fails to satisfy the requirements of subd. 1, the

medical-certification. shall be deemed incomplete ~and un-
signed and may. be returned to the person for completion.
3. A person signing a:medical certification under par. (b),
(c) or.(d) shall note on the certificate if the cause of death of
the sub]ect of the certificate is unknown; undetermined or if

the determination of the cause.of death is pending and shall

submit to.the state registrar within 30 days -after the pro-
nouncement of death an amendment to the medical certifica-
tion. which satisfies the requirements of subd. 1, except that
such amendment may exclude information which is unavaila-
ble pending the determination of an inquest under s. 979.04

.- (8) REQUIREMENTS, FOR DISPOSITION OF A CORPSE OR SIILL-

BIRTH. (a) Except as provided under-par. (c) or (e), the person

who has moved a corpse under sub. (1) (a) shall complete a
report. for final disposition, on a form supplied by the state
registrar, and, within 24 hours. after being notified of the
death, mail or present a copy of the report to the coroner or
medical examiner in the county of the place of death and mail

or-present a.copy to the local registrar in the registration
district of the place of death. If the cause of death s subject to

an investigation under's. 979.01 or 979.03, the report for final
disposition shall. be submitted to the coroner -or medical
examiner-in the county in which the event which caused the

death occurred.,

~(b) Ifa medlcal‘ certrﬁcatron for a corpse is requrred under
sub..(2) (d), no person may embalm the corpse or effect its
final disposition without satisfying the requirements for-a
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report under par. (a)-and without obtaining the written
permission of the person required to complete the medical
certification under sub. (2) (d).

“(c) No person may effect a final disposition of a corpse
brought into this state unless the corpse is accompanied by
written authorization for ﬁnal drsposrtlon under the law of
another state. e

(d)'No person may remove a corpse from this state if the
placé of death was in this state unless the corpse is accompa-
nied by a copy of the‘teport for final disposition. If-a medical
certification is required for the corpse under sub. (2) (d), the
corpse must ‘be accompanied by the report and the written
permission of the coroner or medical examiner to embalm
and ‘effect - final drsposrtron No person may remove a
stillbirth from this state if the delivery ‘of the stillbirth was in
this state unless the strllbrrth is accompamed by a report for
final disposition. -

(e) Except as provided under par. (d), no report under par.
(@)i is required to effect final drsposrtron of a stillbirth. No
‘person may effect final disposition of a stillbirth without the
-written authorization of any of the followmg persons, in
order of prrorrty stated; when persons in prror classes are not
available at the time of authorization, and in the absence of
actual notice of opposrtron by a member of the same or a
prior class: i X

1. A parent of the strllbuth

. 2::An adult brother or sister of the stillbirth.

3. Aigrandparent ‘of the stillbirth.

“4. Any ‘other person authorizéd or under oblrgatron to
drspose of the stillbirth.  ~

“(f) Every person in charge of 4 place in which interment or
other disposition of corpses occurs shall maintain a written
record of every corpse interred there. The record shall
include the name of the decedent, the place of death, the date
of burial and the name and address of the funeral ditector or
other person in charge of the funeral.

(g) If a deceased person had a disease which the depart-
ment determings is commumcable and dangerous to the
public health, the corpse of the person may not be moved nor
final drsposrtron effected except undér condrtrons prescrrbed

by the department

) AUTHORIZATION FOR DISINIERMENT AND REINTERMENI
The coroner or medical examiner of the: county in which a
decedent s.corpse is interred shall issue an authotization for
disinterment and reinterment upon receipt of an order of a
.court of competent ]urrsdrctron or upon receipt of a written
application for disinterment and reinterment signed by the
funeral drrector in char. ge. of the drsrnterrncnt and by any of
the followrng persons, in order of prrorrty stated, when
persons. in prior classes are not available at the time of
applrcatron and in the absence of actual notice of contrary
indications by the decedent or actual notice of opposition by

-a member of the same or a prior class;
NOTE Sub. (4) (mtro) is amended by 1989 Wis, Act 307, eff, 11-1-91, to
‘read:” ’
“(4) Authonzatron for disinterment and reinterment. The coroner or medical
examiner of the county in which'a decedent’s corpse is interred-shall issue an
authorization for disinterment and reinterment upon receipt of an order.of a court
of competent Junsdrctron or upen, recerpt of a written application for disinterment
“and reinterment sigied by the person in- charge of the dlsmterment and by any of
the followmg persons, inorder of priority stated, when persons in prior classes are
not ‘available at the:time of application, and in the absence of actual notice of
contrary .indications by the decedent or actual notice of opposition by a member
of the same or a prior class:” L

(a) The decedent’s spouse.

(b): An adult son or daughter of the decedent
+ (c) Either parent of the decedent

~i(d) An adult brother or sister of the decedent

*" History: -
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() A guardian of the person of the decedent at the time of
the decedent’s death.
(f)-Any other person authorized or under obligation to

dispose of the decedent’s corpse.
History: 1985 a 315;1985a 332 253; 1989 a 307

69.186 Induced abortion reporting. (1) On or before Janu-
ary 15 annually, each hosprtal clinic or other facility in which
an induced abortion is performed shall file with the depart-
ment a report for each induced abortion performed in the
hospital, clinic or other facility in the previous calendar year.
Each- report ‘shall contain all of the following information
with respect to each patient obtaining an induced abortion in
the hospital, clinic or other facility:-

'(a) The state-and, if this state, the county, of residence:

(b) Patient number.

(c) Race.

“(d)-Age.

(e) Marital status.

“ (f) Month and year in which the induced abortron was
performed

(g) Education.

(h) The number of weeks since the patient’s last menstrual
period:

i) Complrcatrons if any, résulting from performance of
the-induced abortion.

“(2) The department shall collect the information under

'sub (1) in a manner which the department shall- specrfy and

which ensures the dnonymity. of a patient who ‘teceives an
induced’ abortion, a health care provider who provides an
induced abortion and a hosprtal clinic or other facility in
which an induced abortion is performed. The department
shall publish annual demographic summaries of the informa-
tion obtained under this section; except that the department
may not disclose any information obtained under this section
that iéveals the identity of any patient, bealth care provider
or hospital, clinic or'other facility and shall ensure anonymity
in all of the following ways:

‘(a) The-departmént ‘may use information concernrng the

‘patient number-under sub. (1) (b) or concerning the identity
‘of a specrﬁc reporting hospital, clinic or other facility for

purposes - of - information ' collection only -and may not

‘reproduce or extrapolate this information for any purpose.

:(b) The departinent shall immediately destroy all reports
submitted under sub. (1) after information is extrapolated
from the reports for use in publishing the annual demo-

‘ graphlc summary under this subsectron

« History:-:.1985 a. 315

~69 19 Court-ordered certmcates of death. If a person has

died in this state and final disposition of the person’s corpse
has.been effected but no cer trfrcate of death is on file one year
after a death, a person with a direct and tangible interest in

,,havrng a. certificate of -death regrstered may . petrtron the

circuit court of the county in which the death is alleged to
have -occurred. If the court. finds that the petitioner has
establrshed the facts of the death requrred on the certificate of
death the clerk of the court shall report the court’s determi-
nation to the state registrar on a form prescrrbed by the state

registrar, along with the fee required under . 69.22. -Upon
receipt of the report, the state registrar shall register the death

certificate and send a‘copy to the local registrar under s. 69. 03

(11). The local registrar shall frle the copy.
1985 a 315

69 20 Drsclosure ‘of mformahon from vital: records (1)A

‘person with a direct and tangrble interest in a vital record is

any of the following:- :
(a) The registrant of the vrtal record.
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- (b) A member of the registrant’s immediate family.

(c) The parent of a registrant, unless the parent is a birth
parent-whose parental rights to the registrant have been
terminated under ch. 48.

(d) The registrant’s legal custodians or gualdlans

.(e) A representative authorized by any person under pars.
(a) to (d), mcludmg an attorney.

(f) Any other person who demonstrates a direct and
tangible interest when information is necessary for the deter-
mmatxon or protectlon of a personal or pxopezty right. =
@ (a) Except as prov1ded under sub. (3), mformatlon in
the part of a birth certificate, marriage document or divorce
report designated on the form as being collected for statistical
ormedical and statistical use only may not be disclosed to any
per son except the subject of the information, or, 1f the subject
is a minor, to his or her parent or guardian.

(b) Except as provided under sub. (3), the state registrar
and local registrars may not permit inspection of or disclose
.information contained in any record of a birth Wthh oc-
curred after September 30, 1907 if the mother of the subject of
the record was not married at any time from the conception
to the birth of the subject of the record, unless the inspection
is by or the information is disclosed to a person who has a
direct and tangible interest. in.such record. .

(3) (2) The state registrar or a local registrar may effect a
disclosure of information prohibited under sub. (2) if a court
of competent ]unsdlctlon orders the disclosure and specifies
the vital record which is to be disclosed.

. (b) The state registrar may effect disclosure of mformatxon
prohibited under sub. (2) if the person to whom the informa-
tion will ‘be disclosed.has signed:-and given to.the state
registrar a written agreement specifying the conditions under
-which the information will be used, as designated by the state
reglstrar and if: .

1. The information will be used fox health or demogr aphlc
tesearch or-for-a public health program.

2. The information will be used by-the. federal agency
responsible for compilation -of national statistics and if: the
federal agency shares. the .cost of collecting; processing and
transmitting the data. - The federal agency. may not use the
information for any purpose except.compilation of national
statistics unless the federal agency specifies the other purpose

-to the state: registrar- and the state registrar glves ‘written
authorization for such use. . .

3. The information is from the vxtal record ofa reglstrant
who is a resident of another state or who was born in-another
state and is transmitted to the office responsible for keeping
the vital statistics in such state under an interstate coopera-
‘tion agreement which requires that the' information be used
for ‘statistical and administrative purposes only and which
prov1des for the retention and dlsposmon of such copies. ‘If
‘under such an agreement the state registrar receives informa-
tion from an office responsible for keeping the vital statistics
in another state, ‘the state registrar may not use the 1nforma-

tion for’ any purpose except the compilation of statistics.

‘4. The information is from a birth certificate which indi-
cate$ that the reglstrant has a congenital disability and’ is
Vsubmltted to the department of public instruction.

5. The mformatlon is submitted to a public school system
in this state for the purpose of complhng demographxc
statistics related to planning.

(¢) Notwithstanding sub. (2), a local reglstrar may disclose
information on a birth certificate or issue a copy of the
certificate to.a:county or city:-health-office: for: health or
demographic research or a public health program-if the
health office pays the copying costs and if the birth. of the
registrant occurred within the boundaries- of the- political
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subdivision served by the health office or the registrant is a
resident of such political subdivision. The health office may
not disclose any information from any copy which it receives
under this paragraph to any person and shall destroy the copy
no:later than one year after receipt.

(d) The state or a local registrar may disclose 1nformat10n
from the vital record of a specified registrant, except informa-

.tion:under sub. (2) (a), to.a federal agency, to any agency of
‘the government of this.state or to,any agency of a county,
,01ty, town or village if the agency requests the information for
‘use in the conduct of its official duties.

(e). The state registrar and local registrars may publish in a
pubhc index . the name, sex, date and place of birth and
parents’ names from the birth certificate of a registrant born
of a mothér who.-was_not married at any time from the
conception to the birth of the registrant, except that the state
or a local registrar may not disclose any information changed
or impounded under s. 69.15. A registrar may not certify any

,tnformatlon disclosed from the index under this paragraph.

(4) The state regxstr ar and-every local registrar shall protect

“vital records from mutilation, alteration or theft by strictly

controllmg direct access to.any vital record filed or registered

in paper form through procedures promulgated by rule.
) Hlstory )

198Sa 315,

69.21 Copies of vntal records. (1) CERTIFIED COPIES. (a) 1.

Except as provided under subd. 2, the state registrar and any
local registrar shall issue a-certified copy of a vital record to
any person if the person submits a request for a-certified copy
of a.vital record of a specified registrant in writing to the
registrar responsible for filing or registering.the vital record
and if the request is accompanied by the fee required unders.
69.22. .

2. The state regxstrar and any local reglstrar may not issue

_any certified copy under subd. 1 of:

_ a.Avital record, if the event which is the subject of the vital
record occurred after Septembe1 30, 1907, unless the re-
quester is a person w1th a direct and tangible interest in the

‘record or unless the ‘registrar has received a ‘court “order
'dnectmg issuance of the vital record.

b. Any information of the part of a birth cemﬁcate,
mamage dociiment or divorce report the disclosure of which
is limited under s. 69.20 (2) (a) unless the requester is the
subject of the information’

¢, ' The birth cettificate of a person if no surname has been
entexed on the bltth certlﬁcate for the person under s. 69 14

1 ®.
b) 1. Any copy of a'vital record certified under par. (a)

"shall be ona form provided or approved by the state Ieglstr ar
and sha]l 1nclude the date of i issuance, the riame of the i issuing

officer; the i issuing officer’s signature or an authorized fac-
simile’ of his or ‘her sighature and the seal of the i 1ssu1ng officer.
The certlﬁcatlon shall be apphed to the copy na way that
prevents its removal from the’ ‘copy.

2. Any copy of a birth cer tlﬁcate issued under par. (a) shall

‘be in a long or short form, as specified by the person
-submitting the request under. par.. (a).. The long form 'shaII
Anclude the name, sex, date and place of birth and parent’s

surnames-of the registrant, the file date and the file number.

-The shott form may not include any information about the
.parents of the registrant, The state.registrar shall issue.the
short.form for any registrant born of unmarried parents if the
‘registrant’s certificate was not prepared under s. 69:15 (3) (b),

unless the person requesting the copy requests the long form.

3. A local registrar may issue a copy of a birth or death
certificate under par.’ (a) - through  the- stdte registrar’s
computer data base if the event which is. the subject of the
birth or death: occurred in-the local registrar’s registration
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district or if the registrant resided in the local registrar’s
registration district when the event.occurred. ,

~4. Any copy of a death certificate issued under par. (a) shall
include, without limitation due to enumeration, the name,
séx, date and place of death, age or birth date, cause of death
and social security: number of the decedent, and the file
number:and the file date of the certificate.
. (c) Any:certified: copy of a vital record or part of a vital
record issued under this subsection shall be deemed the same
as the original vital record and shall be prima facie evidence
of any fact stated in the vital record, except that the eviden-
tiary value of a vital record filed more than one year after the
event which is the subject of the vital record occurred or of a
‘vital record which has been amended shall be determined by
‘the ]udrcral or'administrative agency or offrcral before whom
the vital record is offered as evidence.

(2) UNCERTIFIED COPIES. (a) The state registrar or local

registrar shall i issue an uncertified copy of the vital record of

oné or more registrants if the subject of the vital record is an
‘event occutring after September 30, 1907. The requirements
of ss.69.15 (6) (b) and 69.20 (3) (b) for disclosing information
under's. 69.20 @ shall apply to issuance under this paragraph
of any copy of a vital record containing such information.

(b) The state registrar and any local registrar shall issue an
uncertified copy of the vital record of one or more registrants,
whether specified or not, to any person if the subject of the
vital record is an event occurring before October 1, 1907, and
if the person submits a request for the copy in writing to the
registrar responsib]e for filing or registering the vital record
and if ‘the request is accompamed by the fee requrred under s
69 22 (1)(b).

. {c)y Any uncertified copy Jssued under this subsection: shall
have on its face a notice that it is uncertified.

(3) AMENDMENTS. ' Any copy of a vital record issued under
this section shall show all amendments or changes made on
the<record since it'was filed, the date and authority of the
amendment ‘or-change unless a certificate was issued for the
registraint unders. 69.14 (1) (h) or 69.15 (2), (3) or (4) (b).

(4) DEIERMINATION OF FRAUD. (a) Except as provided
under. par. (b), if. the. state registrar- or.a local registrar
determines that a.vital record was registered through misrep-
resentation or fraud, he or she may not issue-any copy of the
vital record prior to a determination by a court of the actual
facts of the event which is the subject of the record.

.(b).A person with a direct and-tangible interest in a vital
record -withheld :by the state registrar under. par. (a) may
petition the-circuit court of the county in which the event
which s the subject of the vital record is shown on the original
record to have occurred. The petition shall be accompanied
by a certified copy of the original vital record. -In issuing the
certified copy, the state registrar shall-mark the copy to
indicate that the copy is for use by the court in making its
determination under this paragraph. If the court finds that
the petitioner has proven that"the information on the vital
record is valid, the clerk of court shall report the court’s
detérimination to the state regrstrar on a form prescribed by

the state registrar, who shall issue the certified copy.

History: - 1985 a..315; 1987.a.. 307

Cross References: See 889.18 for evrdence of oﬂrcral records and 891.09 for
evidence of vital statistics.

69.22 Fees (1) The state regrstrar and any local registrar
acting under this subchapter shall collect the following fees

(a) Except as provided under par. (), $5 for issuing one
certrfred copy of a vital record and $2 for any additional
certified copy of the same vital record issued at the same time.

{b):Except as provided under par. (c), $5 for-any uncerti-
fied copy of a vital record issued -under s: 69.21 (2) or for
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verifying information submitted by a requester without issu-
ance of a copy.

(c) Eight dollars for issuing a copy of a birth certificate, $3
of'which shall be forwarded to the state treasurer and credited
to the appropriations under s:20.433 (1) (g) and (h)

(2) The state registrar and any local registrar may: charge
$5 for a search of'vital records if the registrar finds no record
Inaddition to the $5; a registrar may charge a fee to cover the
costs of a searchof vital records if the requester provides no
1dentrfymg information or identifying 1nformatron which is
1mprecrse or inadequate.

(3) If a local registrar under s. 69.11 (4) or 69.14.(2) (b) 6

.completes the proper forms for the applicant and submits the

forms and proofs-to the office of the state registrar the state
registrar-and the register-of deeds shall receive equal amounts
of 'the fee received for the action.

(4)- A local registrar in a registration district may set a
reasonable fee to cover the costs of sending requests to city
health offices -under s: 69:05 (3m). - -

(5) The state registrar shall collect the followrng fees:”

(a) Ten dollars for:

1. Making any change under s. 69.11 (4). :

2.’ Making alterations ordered by a court under $.69:12 (3)
or 69.15 (4).

3. Making altérations in-a birth certificate under s. 69.15
3.

(b) Twenty dollars for: :

-1, Any new vital record regrstered ‘unders. 69. 12 69.14 (2)
(b) 6, 69.15 (1), (2), (3) or (4), 69.16 (2) or 69.19

*2. The filing of a birth certificate under s. 69.14 (2) (b) 5.
The' fee under this subdivision includes the search for the
birth certificate and the first copy of the certificate except that
the state registrar shall add to the $20 fee, the $3 fee required

‘undeér sub. (1) (c).

(c) The state registrar may charge a reasonable fee to
adequately cover the cost of specialized data collection and
data ‘production for resear"ch 'or"adm‘inistrative data re-
quested under s. 69.20.

(6) The state registrar may provrde free search and free
copies of vital records to state agencies. The register of deeds
may provide free searches and free copies to agencies in his or
her.county at the direction of the county board. :

History: 1985 a.315; 1985 a. 3325 253; 1987 27.

69.23 Costs for collectmg delmquent certmcates If the

state registrar .determines that it is not possible to obtain a

vital record from .a local registrar under this subchapter; the
state registrar may obtain the vital record and charge the.cost
of obtaining the record to the registration district in which the
record. should have been filed. . If the registration. district
receives from the state registrar an itemized statement of such

costs filed with the .clerk.of the registration district, the

registration district shall pay the costs to the state registrar.
History: 1985 a. 315. .

69.24 Penalties. (1) Any. person.who does any of the
following shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned
not more than 2 years or both: -

(a) Prepares or issues any paper or film which purports to
be;-or.carries the appearance of, an. original or a copy of a

‘vital:record, certified or-uncertified, exceptas provided under

this subchapter or's. 610:50 and except for-any hospital which
issues any written announcement of the birth of a personto
the parents of the person if the announcement contains plain
notice that the announcement: is not for:official use.

-.(b) Wilfully and knowingly makes any false statementin a
birth or death certificate unders. 69.09, 69.10, 69:14 or 69.18,
in an application’ for an amendment to-a birth or death
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certificate under's. 69.11 or 69.12 or'in a request for a certified
copy of a birth certificate under s. 69.21.

(c) Wilfully and knowingly supplies any false mformatron
with the intent that the information be used in the prepara-
tion of a birth or-death certificate or the amendment of'a birth
or death certificate.

+(d) Counteifeits or, without authonzatron, makes, alters
or-amends any birth or death certificate required by this
subchapter or-a certified copy of such certificate.

" (e) Mutilates or destroys an original birth or death certifi-
cate filed under this subchapter.

(f) Wilfully and knowingly obtains, possesses, uses, sells,
furnishes or-attempts to obtain, possess, use, sell or furnish to
any-person for any purpose of deception, any vital record or
certified copy of a vital record which is counterfeited, altered
or amended or false in part or in whole or which is related to
the :birth, death, marriage or divorce of another person,
whether living or dead.

(g) lllegally possesses any vital record requrred under thrs
subchapter with knowledge that the vital record has been
illegally obtained.

(h) As a public officer or public employe furmshes or
processes.a birth or death. certificate or a certified copy of a
birth or death certificate with the knowledge or intention that
the . certificate or copy will be used. for the purpose of
deception.

(2) Any person who does any of the following shall be fined
not more than-$1,000 or imprisoned not more than 90 days or
both:

(a) Wilfully and knowrngly commrts any of the actrons
,prohlbrted under sub. (1) in re]atron to a marriage document
ot divorce report. ,

(b) Wilfully and knowingly refuses to provide mformatron
requrred under this subchapter for a death certificate or for
any part.of a birth certificate which is not designated as the
part for statistical or medical and statistical use.

(c) Wilfully and knowingly effects final disposition of a
corpse without complying with s. 69.18 (3) (b).

-(d) Wilfully and knowingly neglects.or violates or refuses

to_perform any requirement under this subchapter

Hlstory 1985 a. 315; 1987 a. 247; 1987 a. 403 5. 256.

" A'bank; its employes and agents violate this section when copying a certified
copy of a vital record for use by the Federal Reserve Bank. 78 Atty: Gen 232.

69.30 Financial mstltutlon use ot vutal records. (1) In this
section; ““financial institution” means any bank, savings and
loan' association: or credit union that is authorized to do
business. under state: or federal laws relatmg to’ ﬁnancral
1nst1tutrons :

“(2)- A financial institution “or an employe of a ﬁnancral
institution is not “subject to s. 69.24 (1) (a) for copying a
certified ‘copy of ‘a vital record for use by the financial
institution if the copy is marked “FOR ADMINISTRA-

TIVE-USE”.:
History: 1989 a. 313

. SUBCHAPTERII
GENERAL STATISTICS

69 60 Taxes and bonds. The clerk of each town and city,
-and of each village which collects its taxes independently of
the ‘town, and-the town clerk of edch town:in:which any
village is situated, the taxes for which village are collected by
the town treasurer; shall annually, at the time required by law
to deliver the tax roll to the.town, city or village treasurer,
make. out: ‘and - transmit to the county clerk, on’ blanks
furnished by the department of revenue, a statement showing
the assessed valuation of all property within the town, city or
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-village, and separately the amount of all taxes levied therein

by said town, city or village, including school district, voca-
tional; technical and adult education district, highway, street
and:sidewalk taxes for the current year, and the total amount
of all special assessments made, assessed or levied during the
year irrespective of the manner or time of collection and the
purposes for which the same were levied; also a complete and

detailed statement of the bonded and other indebtedness of

the town, city or village, and of the accrued interest, if any,
remaining unpaid, and the purposes for which said indebted-

ness was incurred. - .
" History: 1971 c. 154;:1975 ¢. 295, 421; Stats. 1975 s. 69.60.

69.61 . Annual statement of taxes. Annually, on or before

the 3rd Monday of Décember, a statement in detail’ of all
taxes levied in each town, Vlllage and city during the year,

shall be made and filed by the clerk thereof, with the

department of revenue. ' Any such clerk failing to make the

statement herein provided for, and within the time above

provided, shall be liable to the town, village and city for all

damages caused by the delinquency. The department of

revenué shall prepare and furnish the blanks for such state-

ment, as well as for the statement mentioned in s. 69 62.
Hrstory I975c 295 $s.3,9; 19750 421; Stats 1975 5. 69.61

69.62 Returns to department of revenue. The county clerk
of each county shall, immediately upon the receipt from the
department of revenue of the blanks and instructions neces-
sary for. carrying out s. 69.61, by town, village and city
officers; distribute the same to such officers at the expense of
the:county, and shall annually, on or.before November 30,
make out and transmit to the department of revenue a
statement in. detail of all countytaxes levied .on taxable
property in the county ‘during the preceding year, and the
purposes for which the same were levied and expended. Any
county clerk failing to.make the statement herein provided
for, and within the time-above provided, shall be liable to the

-county for all damages caused by the delinquency.

History: 1971 c..65; 1975 ¢. 295 ss.'3, 9; 1975 ¢. 421; Stats.. 1975 5. 69.62;
1977c 29s. 1647 (21) 1983a 275.

69.63. Department of revenue, duties. It shall be the duty of
the-department -of revenue to collect from time to time
statistics of recorded sales of real estate in each county and of
the assessed valuation of the lands included in such sales. In
collecting such statistics, sales‘appearing to -be made for a
nominal consideration or as to which the true consideration is
not stated ‘and cannot be readily ‘ascertained, and those in
which: the description of lands does not substantially corre-
sponhd’ or'cannot-be identified with" descriptions upon' the
assessment roll, shall be omiitted; and the department may
also excludé from such statistics:any other sales where for any
reason-the data appear to be unreliable or not serviceable.

3 Hlstory 1975 ¢. 295 Stats 1975 s. 69.63:

69 64 Realty statistlcs, items. The data to be collected as
provrded by s. 69.63 shall include: = :

i (1) The date of each-instrument. of conveyance or sale

(2) The date, volume and page of the record thereof.

- ® A brief description of the’ lands conveyed or s$oid.:

(4) The number of acres, " where the lands ate unplatted

(5) The consideration recited in such instrument.

(6) The assessed valuatron next prevrous or nearest to the
date of 'such mstrument

(7) Such other facts as the department may deem materral
Hlstory 1975 c.'295 ss 3,9; Stats 1975 5.69.64.

69. 65 Stat|st|cs comprted use of; county clerk’s duties.
The statistics for each calendar year shall be compiled by
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assessment districts and by counties in tabular form, and the
compilations shall be filed and carefully preserved in the
department of revenue for use in the performance of its

duties. An abstract or copy of the compilations of somuch as’

is used by the department in arriving at the true value for each
county shall be furnished to the county clerk of such county
in each subsequent year as soon as practicable after the
compilations are completed for the year. The county clerk
shall submit the abstract or copy to the county board at its

next annual meeting.
History: 1975 c. 295; Stgts.. 1975s. 6965; 1977 c. 29“

69.66 Agricultural statistics. The department of agricul-
ture, trade and consumer protection may collect statistics in
relation to principal farm products and agricultural resources
as may be necessary through the use of mail surveys and other

appropriate means.
History: 1975 c. 295; Stats. 1975 s. 69.66; l977c 29ss 1647 (8), 1650m
(4); 1981 ¢ 166

69.67 Returns may be sent for, expense. If any town city
or village clerk fails or neglects to transmit to the county clerk
the statement required by s. 69.60 for 10 days after the time
required by law to transmit or make the same, the county
clerk shall in either case send a tessenger to such clerk who
has so failed or neglected to procure the same, and such
messenger shall be entitled to receive $3 per day and 10 cents

per mile for each mile necessarily traveled in the discharge of

duty, to be paid out of the county treasury on:the order of the
chairperson of the county board and county. clerk. The
amount so:paid shall be charged to the proper town, city or
village and added to and collected with the next county tax
apportioned thereto. The county clerk shall,-immediately
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after having sent any such messenger, notify the treasurer of
the proper town, city or village of the amount of expense so
incurred, and the treasurer shall deduct that amount from the

“compensation of the delinquent clerk.

History: 1975 ¢. 295 ss. 3, 9; 1975 ¢. 421; Stats 1975 s. 69 67; 1981 c. 166;

. 1983 a.1925.303 (2)

69.68 Statement of indebtedness to secretary of state.
Each county, city, village, town, vocational, technical and
adult education district and school district clerk shall, when-
ever required by the secretary of state, furnish a full and
complete statement showing the bonded and all other indebt-
edness. of the respective county, city, village; town, voca-
tional, technical and adult education district or school dis-
trict, the purposes for which the same was mcurred and all
accrued interest, if any, remaining unpaid.
History: 1971 ¢ 154; 19750 295 421; Stats 1975 5. 69 68

69.69 Neglect of duty. Every clerk of any town, city, vrllage
or school district, every vocational, technical and adult
education district board secretaty and every assessor who
fails or neglects to perform any duty required by this sub-
chapter shall, for every such neglect or failure, forfeit not less
than $20 nor more than $50, and it is the duty of the county
clerk to cause every such forfeiture to be prosecuted for.
Every county clerk and register of deeds who fails or neglects
to perform any duty required by ‘this subchapter shall, for
every such neglect or failure, forfeit not less than $25 nor
more than $100; and it is the dutyof the department with
which such returns are required to be filed to cause every such
forfeiture to-be prosecuted for: :

History: 1971 c. 154; 1975¢. 295 ss. 3, 8; 1975 ¢. 421 Srats 1975569 69.
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