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Currently, when a person is convicted of a sex offense, the Dept. of Corrections
must provide information on the internet that contains the registrant’s name,
physical description, address, and crime that subjects the registrant to the
requirement to register as a sex offender.

Upon the offenders release from confinement, the DOC, or the Dept. of Health
Services, whichever has authority over the offender, has the option to notify local
authorities about the offender’s release into the community. Information released
to authorities lets them know where the offender is living, working, or attending
school.

While Wisconsin has made great strides to protect communities from sexual
predators, we can do better. It was brought to my attention by Police Chief Straetz
of Park Falls, that if a predator moves to a different neighborhood within the same
municipality, authorities are not notified.

My bill will eliminate this loophole by mandating the DOC or DHS to notify local
authorities, provided they already gave a notice upon the predator’s arrival, if a
designated predator moves. Without this change, predators are able to move
undetected within our communities once they establish residence.

Secondly, this bill will require the DOC to list any sex offense that was dismissed
as part of a plea agreement. I’ve found that it’s not uncommon for offenders to
plea down in order to avoid certain penalties. If the goal of the notification system
1s to provide communities with as much information as possible about a potential
threat moving into their neighborhood, then I believe it stands to reason they
should have easy access to all pertinent information.

Thank you for your time, I will be happy to answer any questions the committee
may have.
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