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Chairpersons and Members of the Committee, my name is Gordon Thayer and I am the
Chairman for the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians. Thank you for
the opportunity to submit written testimony on Assembly Bill 1/Senate Bill 1, the bill to change
the restrictions for permitting Iron/Ferrous Mining in Wisconsin.

The good, hard-working people of the Lac Courte Oreilles Tribe, a federally-recognized
sovereign nation, have grave concerns with the substance and the impact of the proposed mining
bill. Specifically, the Tribe has significant concerns about the legality of the bill as it relates to
the tribes’ treaty reserved hunting, fishing and gathering rights in the treaty ceded tertitories that
cover approximately the northern third of Wisconsin, Second, the tribe has concerns regarding
the information regarding job creation being associated with this bili and the impact it will have
in sustaining employment for the people of northern Wisconsin. Finally, the tribe is concerned
with the water quality that would impact Wisconsin for decades, if not centuries, by the mining
practices that would be allowed under this bill. It is for these reasons that the Lac Courte
Oreilles Tribe is staunchly opposed to Assembly Bill 1/Senate Bil 1.

This process has proceeded without tribal consultation or a concerted effort by the
legislature to understand the potential impacts of the bill on the Wisconsin Tribes, more
specifically on Lac Courte Oreilles, and no attempt has been made to measure the impact of the
proposed legislation on the federally-protected treaty rights. The Legislature’s decisions to
conduct just one single hearing, at a distance of over 340 miles from the impacted area, creates a
burden for public testimony for the people who must live in the affected area. By limiting this
hearing the legislature restricts the amount of necessary information and feedback on the mining
bill.

The State of Wisconsin is a party to the Lac Courte Oreilles v. Wisconsin case,
commonly known as the Voigt case, from there the State may not exercise its authority to the
" detriment of the tribes' treaty rights in a manner that would be contrary to the requirements of the
Voigt case. The State may not create legislation that could interfere with the Lac Courte Oreilles
treaty-protected rights.  This legislation creates the opportunity for the destruction of treaty
resources through destruction of habitat. The fundamental requirement of the Voigt case is the
co-management of the shared resources in northem Wisconsin; this bill threatens this
requirement. '

Much has been said that the mining industry will provide a spark to the Wisconsin
economy. Last year, Gogebic mining company promised jobs if Wisconsin weakened legislation
concerning the mining permitting process. Gogebic indicated that it would create over 700 jobs
if they were permitted to mine the mountain range. What was not said is the professional
training requirements for the incoming jobs provided by Gogebic would be too expensive to train







new personnel.  The qualified personnel would be brought in from other job sites from across
the country to fill these positions. So the job creation promised under this bill would not benefit
Wisconsin directly since outsiders would be filling these positions. What js lost in this promise
of “new” jobs is the sacrifice of the current jobs currently held by Wisconsinites; jobs in tourism,
forestry, fishing guides and other Jjobs unique to the area. These jobs will be lost by the
destruction of the woods and water. After the mining jobs leave, the sacrificed jobs will not
return because the landscape will be changed. The net loss of the mining jobs at the expense of
the tourism, forestry and other jobs is not acceptable.

The water is sacred to our people and vitally important to the survival of the all the
people in Northern Wisconsin, Tribal members depend on clean, healthy water to meet their
physical, social, cultural, economic and spiritual needs. Any activity, mining or otherwise, that
threatens those resources must be the subject of careful and thorough scrutiny, inctuding input
from all aspects of Wisconsin, so a proper healthy decision can be made. TLac Courte Oreilles
has been and will continue to be vigilant in our efforts to ensure that strong environmental laws
are in place and are fully implemented so that our water s protected. The current bill fails in this
regard. This mining bill allows groundwater pollution in an area extending 1200 feet from the
edge of the mine or tailings arca. If a company can't prevent pollution of that area, the bill allows
the area of pollution to be extended another 1200 feet. In addition, groundwater standards would
only apply vertically to 1000 feet. Below that level, no standards would apply, allowing a

It is for these reasons that the Lac Courte Oreilles Tribe is opposed to the mining bill.
The opposition to this bill stems from the traditional and cultural beliefs of our tribal members.
It also comes from the shared concerns of the peaceful people of northern Wisconsin and our
shared love for the natural resources that sustain us,

Gordon C. Thayer
Written Testimony on AB-1/SB-1 and LRB-0762/1
January 23, 2013
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BAD RIVER BAND OF LAKE SUPERIOR.

TRIBE OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS
CHIEF BLACKBIRD CENTER ~ P.O. Box 39  Odanah, Wisconsin 54861

Bad River Band Concerns with Mining Legislation Continue
Proposed Changes in Mining Regulations Pose Risks to Public Health, Resaurces

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 22, 2013

CONTACT: Mike Wiggins, Jr., Chairman of the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, (715) 292-7236
Cherie Pero, Bad River Band Citizen, (715) 292-9331
Dennis Grzezinski, Midwest Environmental Advocates, Senior Counsel, {414) 530-9200
Glenn Stoddard, Stoddard Law Office, Attorney at Law, (715) 864-3057

ODANAH, Wi~ Today Tribal leaders of the Bad River Band of Lake Superior continved to express their concerns
that a proposed mine in the Penokee Range poses serious risks to people’s health and drinking water and is a
threat to the rivers, lakes, wetlands, and other natural resources in the Bad River watershed.

“With a nearly identical companion bills as last session, it is clear that the leadership of the Wisconsin legislature
still doesn’t understand that the Penokee Hills cannot be mined without adversely affecting our clean drinking
water and our way of life,” said Mike Wiggins Jr, Chairman of the Bad River Band. “AB 1 and SB 1 was ohviously
written by and for an out-of-state mining company and will be rushed through the legislative process without
formal meetings with Tribal leaders, adequate public hearings, or meeting the ten principles we set forth in
September 2011 for future changes to Wisconsin’s mining laws. As a people and as a sovereign nation, the Bad
River Band strongly opposes AB 1 and SB 1 and we ask the Wisconsin Legislature to reject this legislation once
and for all.” '

“If enacted as introduced, AB 1 and SB 1 will significantly weaken environmental protections applicable to iron
mining,” said Glenn Stoddard, an attorney who serves on the legal team representing the Bad River Band on
mining issues. Stoddard outlined some of the major problems with the legistation. Changing the law:

» violates Wisconsin’s Public Trust Doctrine which protects our rights with shared water,

¢ infringes on federally recognized Chippewa treaty rights,

» reduces meaningful public and scientific input before a permit is issued by the DNR,

+ eliminates citizen suits as a means of enforcing a permit after it has been issued by the DNR,

* and creates @ more complex and less efficient process for review of a potential iron mine,
because Wisconsin will not be able to effectively coordinate its review with federal agencies.

Penokee Range: Geography, Topography and Importance

. The Penokee Range, extending through 25 miles of Ashiand and iron counties, is significant to the clean water,
environment and culture of the Bad River Band and other northern Wisconsin residents. The surface and
groundwater originating from the Penokee Range is in the recharge zone of the Copper Falls Aquifer, on which
many residents rely for clean drinking water. '

Seventy-one miles of rivers and intermittent streams flow through the proposed mining area, emptying into
Lake Superior. These waterways are a part of an internationally important migratory corridor; birds and other
wildlife depend on area wetlands for survival.

The Kakagon Bad River Sloughs— 16,000 acres of wild rice, grasses, sedges, trees, streams, and open water
tocated along the southern shore of Lake Superior--depend on the surface and ground water that originates in



the Penokee Range to sustain the {argest and healthiest full-functioning estuarine system remaining in the upper
Great Lakes. These wetlands have a cultural significance for the Bad River Band and support the largest natural
wild rice bed in the Great Lakes in which members of the Bad River Band have harvested wild rice for
generations.

Legislation Serves Out-of-State Mining Interests to Extract Iron Ore from the Penokee Range

“It seems the primary purpose of the proposed mining legislation is to convince Gogebic Taconite to develop an
open pit iron ore mine in the heart of the Penokee Range,” said Bad River Tribal Council Member Frank Connors
Ir. “But despite promises from politicians and mining companies, this mountaintop removal cannot be done
without polluting our water. This is our fand. This is where we live. We can’t just pack up and move.”

The majority of the Range is owned by RGGS Land and Minerals, Ltd. of Houston, Texas, and LaPointe Mining Co.
in Minnesota. Together these companies control a 22-mile, 22,000-acre stretch of the Penokee Range from
southwest of Hurley to about six miles west of Mellen. The Cline Group, out of Florida, secured an option to
obtain the mineral rights held for this property, and created a subsidiary called Gogebic Taconite to propose a 4
1/2 mile fong open pit iron ore mine, what the company says is the first phase of an eventual 22-mile strip of
open pit mining.

For Gogebic Taconite to get to the iron, a vast amount of overlying rock must be removed, some of which
contains heavy metals and sulfides. In the Penokee Range, a recent report from Lawrence University researchers
estimate a mine 4 miles east-west and 1000-foot deep would generate at feast 434 million cubic yards of waste
(over three times the volume of Lake Monona). The overlying rock contains sulfide (sulfu r-bearing) minerals
(primarily pyrite), which when exposed to air and water create sulfuric acid harming people, fish and plants. The
report builds on the considerable work done by geologists in the past, which is documented in the literature at:
http://www.lic.wisc.edu/glifwc/penokee/literature.

10 Principles for Any Changes to Wisconsin’s Mining Regulations

The Bad River Band opposes the proposed changes to the state’s mining regulations in AB 1 and SB 1. For this or
any changes in Wisconsin’s mining regulations, we can agree to ten basic principles for changes that would
protect the environment and cultural resources for future generations:

1. Exclude any project proposal that has the potential to cause acid mine drainage.

2. The burden of preparing and submitting a complete application should be entirely on the permit
applicant.

3. Provide adequate time for the DNR, the public, federal agencies, and affected Indian tribes to fully
review and participate in the process.

4. Maintain existing wetland protection standards and the federal/state partnership in the
environmental review process.

5. Correct, don’t weaken, the DNR’s federal Clean Water Act implementation.

6. Allow contested case hearings with full participation by citizens, including Indian tribes.

7. Mining legislation must not preempt local control.

8. Allow citizen suits to make sure permit provisions and legal restrictions on new mines will be
enforced.

9, Require consuitation with indian tribes by the DNR as part of the permitting process.

10. Participation in contested case hearings should be paid for by the permit applicant or state.

With over 7,000 members, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians is located on an over
124,000-acre reservation in an area within Ashland and Jron Counties on the south shore of Lake Superior
(known by the tribe as Gichi Gami). The Ojibwe people have a long and rich heritage throughout the Great Lakes
region and at Odanah on Lake Superior prior to European traders, missionaries and settlers. Treaties signed by
eleven Ojibwe Tribes ceded territory in the region, including what is currently the upper one third of the State of
Wisconsin. Learn more about the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians on their website,
badriver-nsn.gov. ‘
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January 22, 2013

Chairman Thomas Tiffany
Chairwoman Mary Williams

RE: Senate Bill 1, Assembly Bill 1
Dear Members of the Joint Committee on AB 1, SB 1 Public Hearing,

On behalf of the Board of Town and Country Resource Conservation and
Development, I wish to register our strong objection to the provisions of AB 1
and SB I that weaken Wisconsin’s environmental standards protecting our
water quality and quantity and restrict local input to the permitting process.

Our organization is dedicated to the sustainable use of our natural resources.
We believe that the development of our natural resource must be done in a way
that is good for the economy, environment and the health of the people of our
state. This legislation does not meet that test.

After listening to all the testimony and discussion of Senator Cullen’s Joint
Committee in 2012, it seems very possible to have a mining law reform bill
that will streamline the regulatory process, protect our state’s waters, and allow
local governments and citizens a voice in the process.

The bill as presented will certainly create conflicts with federal laws and
permitting, and with Tribal authority to protect the resources they depend on.
Tying the mining permitting process up with lawsuits and conflicting or
duplicative regulating processes will not promote a good business environment
for our state.

Sincerely yours
Lisa Conley, Past President
Town and Country RC&D

Town & Country RC&D builds partnerships and supports projects
to enhance the health of our communities, our economy, and our environment.

PO Box 333, Jefferson, WI 53549-0333  (920) 541-3208
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Sunshine Jones,
4333 Crawford Drive,
Madison, WI 53711
1/22/ 2013

Please register my testimony (below) in opposition of AB1 and SB1 and send me a confirmation.

Our waterways, the rivers, lakes, wetlands in Wisconsin and our bordering great bodies of fresh waters are abundant
blessings from God, t0 be cared for and cherished. As Wisconsinites, whatever our party affiliations, we can fee! this
in our bones. Our waters feed our spirits and bodies and with stewardship will do so for our children, grandchildren
and their grandchildren. Indeed, in a wortd where fresh surface water is increasingly in demand, where there is
concern about global water wars, our region, with all its majesty and pristine waters, if managed with intelligence and
heart, is invaluable to the planet and will be viewed so throughout the United States and in the world community.

| am writing today to register my oppositidn to the Open Pit Mining Bill. | strongly desire employment opportunities for
my fellow Wisconsinites, but ones that are life affirming and sustainable for my fellow citizens and for Wisconsin, not
short-term ones that are life destroying for our land, for our waterways, and for the quality of life for generations to
come.

| believe that out of state mining companies whose bottom lne is corporate profit, not the welfare of Wisconsin's entire
community of {ife, has had too much influence in designing the environmentally unsound and lopsided Open Pit
Mining Bill that cedes out- of- state corporate interests great power without accountability. This bill is careless in
entrusting too much to outside interests that do not share Wisconsinite core vajues such as respecting and preserving
our lands, our waters, our animais and all of our peoples, particularly our tribal communities which would be most
devastated by this bill.

One of the many disturbing indications of this is that The Open-Pit Mining Bill rewards out-of-state mining companies
at the expense of Wisconsin families. In this bill, mining companies — unlike other industries ~are exempted from the
water, land and pubiic health protections that are standard protocol for other industries in VWisconsin.

Second, SB 1/AB 1 shockingly, forces the State of Wisconsin to issue a mining permit even if they know it will
endanger public health, safety or welfare (Page 135).

Third, SB 1/AB 1 explicitly states that groundwater contamination by a mining company is acceptable (Page 189).

Fourth, with our waterways already suffering from a ten year drought and both Lake Superior and Lake Michigan
seriously low, and. SB 1/AB 1 states that the DNR can allow a mining company to take high volumes of water from
rivers and lakes and streams that are not jocated within their property or immediately next to it, even if it will draw
down rivers, {akes, and streams (Page 161).

Fifth, SB 1/AB 1 allows mining companies to dump toxic mining waste into sensitive wetlands that protect local
communities from flooding and water poliution, as long as the company restores wetlands anywhere else in the state,
no matter how far away (Page 55).

Last, my prayer is that each one of you reach into your hearts when making a decision about the Open Pit Mining Bii.
Ask yourself whether this bill cherishes God’s precicus creation from our waterways to our great grandchildren to
creating sustainable and life affirming jobs that serve the good of the whole. Imagine yourseif 15 years from now,
sitting with your grandchildren where the Bad River meets Lake Superior, in a world community that is now mostly
powered through renewabie energy. Your precious little one asks you what you did to protect the great biessing of
Wisconsin's majestic lands and pristine waters for their generation. How will you answer?

Sincerely,

Sunshine Jones
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Wisconsin Division - Izaak Walton League of America
10598 Hotvedt Road
Amherst Junction, Wi 54407-9073
Phone (715) 824-2405

January 23, 2013

Testimony for: Joint hearing on AB 1/5B 1
Assembly Jobs, Mining and Economy Committee
Senate Committee on Workforce Development, Forestry, Mining
and Revenue

My name is George Guyant and I thank you for the opportunity to testify today. [ am
here representing the Wisconsin Division of the Izaak Walton League of Amerjca in
opposition to AB 1/SB 1.

The Izaak Walton League is one of the oldest conservation organizations in the nation,
having just celebrated our 90™ anniversary. What prompted 54 concerned sportsmen to
form the group in 1922 was the destruction of our country’s natural resources in the name
of jobs and progress. It’s obvious that the need for citizens to stand up to protect our soil,
air, woods, waters and wildlife is no less today than it was 90 years ago!

The League is not against mining, it is just against mining that threatens to permanently
harm our natural resources in the name of short term jobs and economic gain. The Izaak
Walton League promotes the wise use of our natural resources and we understand that
mining is a necessary human endeavor that makes our standard of living possible. We
just believe that mining can and only should be done without undue harm to the
environment.

Wisconsin already has a mining law that works as shown by mines that have operated
within it. There is no need to weaken any environmental standards or limit public
involvement as this proposed legislation would do. The League has always believed that
decisions should be based on sound science and direct citizen participation. This piece of
legislation does neither.

On a personal note, I own recreational property in southern Iron County and I know the
people living there. The folks up there are desperate for jobs and a boost to the
Northwood’s economy, but those that I have spoken to do not want to sacrifice the health
and beauty of their part of the state for short term gain. They understand that the
minerals will always be there but we will only have one chance to do this right.

I will keep my comments shott to allow others to speak as I understand that this is the
only chance for public participation for this most important piece of legislation. Again I
thank you for this opportunity.

George M. Guyant — President
Wisconsin Division IWLA

Defenders of soit, air, woods, waters and wildlife since 1922






U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) Information

US Army Corps Relating to Ferrous Mine Proposal Reviews
of Engineers
St. Paul District January 2013, Regulatory Branch

General Timeline' for Environmental Review Requirements for Ferrous Mine Proposals ‘

The environmental review and permit evaluation process for ferrous mine proposals generally takes from 2 to
4 years, or more, to complete. After an application is filed, development of an EIS includes seven steps:

1. Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an EIS & scoping for the EIS - approximately 2 months.

2. Obtaining a 3"-party contractor to prepare the EIS (as guided by the Corps) takes approximately 3
months. The cost of preparing a 3™ party EIS varies, but it can exceed several million dollars,
depending on the scope of the proposal and the range of potential environmental impacts.

3. Preparation of the draft EIS historically has taken 9 to 18 months. Project changes or the need for
additional information can extend this time frame, as discussed further below.

4. Distribution of a draft EIS with a 45 day comment period - approximately 2 months.

5. Responding to comments and preparing a final EIS takes approximately 2 — 6 months (provided no
new information needs to be collected). Comment responses that lead to additional analyses of
environmental impacts can add significant additional time to the preparation of the final EIS.

6. Preparing a final EIS notice of availability with a 30 day comment period takes approximately 2 months.

7. Preparing a Record of Decision (Permit Decision) takes approximately 3 months.

Council on Environmental Quality and Corps regulations for completion of an EIS are located at 40 Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 1500-1508, 33 CFR Part 230, and 33 CFR Part 325, Appendix B.

Compensatory Mitigation Requirements (33 Code of Federal Regulations Part 332)

Compensatory mitigation (mitigation) is often required for unavoidable, minimized impacts to aquatic
resources, including wetlands, rivers, and streams. It is not restricted to scenarios where aquatic resource loss
is deemed significant, nor is it restricted to federally reguiated waters.

1. The Corps prioritizes mitigation that follows a watershed approach.

2. Mitigation that is in-place, in-kind, and in-advance relative to the proposed loss is preferred.

3. Replacement ratios are often used as a surrogate for determining the amount of mitigation required;
however, the primary goal of mitigation is replacement of lost aquatic resource functions.

Analysis of Alternatives (40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 230 and 1502)

1. As part of the NEPA process, the Corps evaluates all reasonable and feasibie alternatives, resulting in
selection of an environmentally preferred alternative which best avoids or minimizes adverse effects to
the quality of the human environment. This alternative is further evaluated for compliance with the
404(b)(1) guidelines and subject to a public interest review.

2. Any authorized impact must not have a practicable alternative with less adverse impact on the aquatic
ecosystem, provided that there are not other significantly adverse environmental consequences.

3. In gereral, practicable alternatives to locate ferrous mining processing plants or other facilities are not
restricted to locations at or immediately adjacent to the mine site,

4. Applicants would be required to provide a robust alternatives analysis for ancillary features of a mine
site when those facilities impact wetlands.

Corps Contact for Additional Information: State Program Manager, Rebecca Graser, phone number (262)
717-9531, extension 3, or email Rebecca.M.Graser@usace.army.mil.

! The timelines above are estimates based on FIS reviews compileted in MN and should be considered mimimum timeframes for each process for most
ferrous mine proposals.  The completion of individual studies, such as the development of groundwater models, water quality studies, or other project-
specific studies undertaken to identify environmental impacts and assess effects can significantly lengthern EIS schedules.
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Testimony before the
Joint Mining Committee January 23, 2013

My name is Patricia Hammel. I am an attorney in Madison Wisconsin. I spend my rare
vacation time camping in northern Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan with
my family. I try to visit Lake Superior every summer. I like to think my children will be
able to go there for many years and swim, boat, hike and fish as we have done.

Since following the course of AB 426 last year, I’ve learned a lot about the history of
mining in the Great Lakes region and in Wisconsin, about taconite mining and open pit
mines. | knew about the trust responsibility of the federal government towards native
americans and something about the public trust doctrine that requires state officials and
agencies to manage Wisconsin's navigable waters, but I was not informed about the
geology of the Penokees. Nor did I know much about the economic and environmental
consequences of mining, which due to poor regulation and oversight, has resulted in
serious environmental damage in Minnesota and the upper peninsuia of Michigan.

This bill creates a distinction between “ferrous” and “non-ferrous” mining that is not
scientifically based. Taconite mining in areas like the Penokees can release pollutants
into the air and water just as non-ferrous mining can do. Acid mine drainage from pyrite
polluted the Iron River in Michigan. Iron mining in Minnesota polluted Lake Superior
and Duluth’s water supply. There are numerous “areas of concern™ around Lake Superior
created by mining, including the Torch Lake superfund site, The Flambeau mine left
sulfate, iron copper and zinc pollution downstream under our current mining laws.

The economic benefits of mining are unpredictable and have been inflated out of
proportion to reality as the Governor and politicians who prevailed by creative district
mapping seek to demonstrate that they can “create jobs.” The recent history of mining in
Wisconsin failed to reduce unemployment or poverty in Rusk County while the Flambeau
mine was operating, or after it closed ahead of schedule. Kennecott would not provide
enough information to local officials to determine where the mine operators came from or
whether any of them were union jobs.

Communities dependent on resource extraction through mining suffer from economic
decline. Mining jobs are unstable, technology is displacing human labor, the
environmental damage causes economic problems (impaired air and water, costs to
human health) as well as aesthetic, and displacement of other sustainable economic
activity, like tourism, forestry and food production, results from mining.

The boom and bust eycle of mining results in impoverished communities because the
jobs ebb and flow with mineral prices, miners don’t want to live near the mine, and towns
don’t invest in schools and services when the miners commute or can’t be expected to
stay. Mechanization continues to diminish the number of workers needed to run the mine.
Appalachia, the Four Corners of the southwest, the Minnesota Iron Range, the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan..mining’s promise of prosperity 1s a lie.




We can invest in Wisconsin’s infrastructure of mass transit, intermet access in rural
communities, local food production, decentralized energy production, education and
health care and make good sustainable jobs for our people while respecting the rights and
lands of our native neighbors and protecting our most precious resource, water. Let’s do
that, not this.

Patricia K. Hammel

Vice Chair of the Board, National Lawyers’ Guild Madison Chapter
Madison Action for Mining Alternatives

16 N. Carroll Street #500

Madison WI 53703

(608) 257-1369
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County!

State of

Chippewa

Barroh

Wisconsin

Rate?

County
Rank!

County
Rank?

Rate®

Rate®

5.8%

48

62

6.2%

4.4%

6.2%

33

65

6.8%

5.5%

1998

6.0%

63

o

3.8%

9

30

5.0%

56

6.7%

5.2%

54

1999

4.8%

59

3.7%

38

3.9%

44

2000

6.8%

68

4.4%

42

4.5%

45

1See CD 119+8 for a fable including data from three additional Wisconsin counties—Forest, Price and Sawyer.
The Flambeau Mine was In production from 1993 to 1997,

IUnemployment rates were obiained from the web page of the Wiseansin Depariment of Workiorce Devefopment (www.dwd state.wi.usfimi), Jaruary 2002,

*(ounty rank indicates the number of counties in 1he stale with equal or Jower unemployment rates. Singe there are 72 counties in the State of Wisconsin, a rank 0f 72
means the cotnty had the highest unemployment rate in the state.
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Coeunfy’

Rusk

Shippewa

Taylor

State of Wisconsin

Per Capita | County
income? Rank!

Per Capita
Income®

County
Rank?

Per Capita
Income?®

County
Rank!

Per Capita
Income?

Per Capita Income?

$7.161 70

$9,186

40

$8,934

47

$9,167

312,686

§7,542 70

$10,002

37

$9,246

48

$9,698

$13,043

1998

$7.849 69

$11.258 70

$10,240

$14,263

38

40

$9.514

a5

$9,972

§13,287

$13,893

4

$13,825

$18,665

1999

$11,879 70

$15,461

40

$15,248

42

$15.359

$20,116

2000

$12,377 70

$16,178

H

$15,409

47

$15,823

$20,502

*See CD 119-16 for a table including data from three additional Wisconsin counties—Forest, Price and Sawyer.

2The Flambaau Mine was in production from 1993 10 1997,

| *Annual per capila adjusted gross incomes were obtained from the 19951996, 19971998, 1999-2000 and 2001-2602 volumes of the Wisconsin Blug Hook. Vaiues for
! 2600 were obtained from the Wisconsin Depariment of Revenue.

Cgunly rank indisates the number of counties in the state with equal or higher per capita incomes, Since there are 72 counties in the Stale of Wisconsin, a rank of 72
means the county had the fowest per capita income in the state.

Per Capita income Ranking?
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*Gince tere are 72 counties in Wisconsin, a rask of 72 indicates the counly with the fowest per capita income in ihe slate.
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County!
Rusk Ghippewa Taylor Barron State of Wisconsin

Percent Living Percent Living | County | Percent Living | County | Percent Living | County | Percent Living in
in Poverly® in Poverty® Rank! in Poverly® Rani? in Poverty? Rank! Povarly®

16.6 10.5 32 12.7 44 116 38 16.7

1998 136 68 9.4 40 . 9.8 46
1999 1.9 68 8.5 41 9.1 47

1See CD 119-18 for a table including data from three additional Wisconsin counties—Forest, Price and Sawyer.

2The Flambeau Mine was in production from 1993 to 1597,

3 Percentages were oblainad from the web page of the United States Census Bureau {www.census,gov/khes/www/}, September 2003, Information was not posted for 1990,
1994, 1992, 1994, 1996 or 2000, so that is why those paricuiar years are not included in the tabls,

*Gounty rank indicates the number of counties in the state with equal or lower percentages of peopie living n poverty. Since thers are 72 counties in the State of Wisconsin,
a rank of 72 means the county had the highest percentage of people living in poverly in the slate.
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*Since there are 72 countias in Wisconsin, a rank of 72 indicates 1he cosnly with the highest percentage of people living in poverty in the state.
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I was born in Wisconsin as were my parents. My husband’s parents arrived
here in the early 1840°s from Ireland, to farm in the wilds of Washington
County. Wisconsin is my land. Wisconsinites are my people.

I am not going to present any facts to make my case. Others far more
informed and educated have and will do that today. I am going to speak
from my heart. There is nothing about mining at this level, either metallic
or nonmetallic that is sensible, just, or right for my people.

It is wrong to cut down the mountains that the Creator lifted up.

It is wrong to poison the water which the Creator intended to be lifegiving
to all creatures.

It is wrong to foul the tice beds that are the heritage of the Indigneous
people.

It is wrong to kill the fish, birds and other wildlife, by poisoning them,
because only a coward kills a living creature in such a fashion, rendering it
This land, this water, the plants, the fish, the wildlife is our communal
legacy to the next generation and the generations beyond. Itisn’ta
commodity to sell to greedy people who plan to exploit it and leave us with
a toxic garbage heap.

Our planet is a system of such complexity we can not fathom how it works,






let alone restore it. It is the life source of our people and to destroy our
land, in the Northern Highlands, in the Driftless and in the Central Sands of
Wisconsin, with large scale mining of any type, is to destroy our legacy to
future generations. It is to leave Wisconsin, an industrial waste site for

generations to come. If you vote for this, that will be your legacy. Your

actions will have turned rural Wisconsin into an industrial waste %.MVMD :

To take the life source of our people is no different than to kill our people.
It is to anhililate the heritage of our Indigenous people.

It is to destroy our rural culture of farming, hunting and fishing. It is to ruin
the woodlands, prairies, bluffs and marshes, for tourism, hiking, biking,
paddling sports, skiing and camping all activities that are such a big part of
the lives of many Wisconsinites .

Is this what you were elected to do?

Fétaty, T

e
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To whom it may Concern, January 23, 2013

The Penokee Hills is Wisconsin’s most pristine watershed. | oppose the GTAC bill. There is too much at
stake- clean water, health issues, and lack of sound science. Public input must be considered. The GTAC

bill is unacceptable and should not be passed.

Sincerely,

Catherine Parks Snider

Catherine Parks Snider
4711 County HWY B

Oregon, W1 53575






untitled
"Hetch Hetchy valley is a glacial va11e¥ in Yosemite National Park in california.

It is currently completely flooded by 0O Shaughnessy pam, forming the Hetch Hetchy
Reservoir.” It was such a beautiful place that when the ﬁrospect of damning it
came up it insqired John Muir to exclaim, "Dam Hetch Hetchy! As well dam for water
tanks the people's cathedrals and churches, for no holier temple has ever been
consecrated by the heart of man.”

Taconite open pit mines are large and they are water killers. A1l the evidence
anyone needs to prove this is available from the DNR's and Pollution Control
Agencies of Michigan and Minnesota. In the same breath as some are denying any
pollution associated with taconite mining they will tell you "new technology” will
clean it up. what they wont tell you is what this new technology is or why it
hasn't cleaned up Michigan and Minnesotas pollution. Be that as it may, even if
taconite mining was virtually pollution free, the Penokees are our Hetch Hetchy.
There is a reason a State Park exists just down the river from the proposed mine
site. Copper Falls State Park is beautiful and wet. Miles of traits Follow the
rivers and falls. Tyler Forks is one of these rivers. Tyler Forks is in the
middle of Tand Teased by the mine. If you haven't visited the land being eyed for
this mine you need to. Then ask yourself if you would trade the top for the
bottom of this beautiful area. There is no way that a four mile long, half mile
wide, 900 foot deep hole just upstream from Copqer Falls State Park 1s not going
to significantly diminish it. There are some places you leave be, regardless of
the riches under them, simply because the riches on top are priceless. The
Penokees are just such a place.

The positive things being expressed about this mine are probably all true, maybe
not to the degree promised but nc cne can argue that this mine will not stimulate
direct and indirect economic activity. It is also undeniable that it will be at
the expense of the water and the land. So I ask this committee when you are
Tooking in the mirrer and weighing the postives and negatives of this bill, at the
end of every positive be sure to add, at the expense of the water and the land.
Then please realize that current mining laws Took out for the water and the land
and reject this bill for the instrument of pollution it is.

Thank you

charlie ortman

Page 1






Hello, my name is Ethan Petushek 'm 13 and | belong to the Bad River tribe. |
swim and fish in the water. Even though | don’t hunt or go ricing | do however eat
venison and wild rice. In my opinion the best wild rice comes from Bad River. if
that water that the rice grows on or the water that the deer drinks. There will be
no wild rice in Bad River and the deer will be full of diseases.

If that happens my family and others won’t be able to keep our culture alive,
We use our water for so much like when we had the water walk. They had water
come from all four directions and it was poured into our water. We also have
canoe races every year during the powwow [f its poiluted that’s one of many
traditions that we will lose if this goes through. | want my descendants to enjoy
that I get to enjoy that me and my people get to enjoy now.

This just doesn’t just affect tribal peopie it affects every body that comes up
to hunt. It doesn’t just affect our water it affects Lake Superior. Apparently you
either have to be part of Bad River or a “tree hugger” to care about the wild life in
this area. And when | say tree hugger | don’t mean to offend anyone it’s just that
when people that aren’t tribal that don’t want this mine people that do call them
tree huggers. Is it wrong to care about the environment? No it’s good that we
care about it to fight for it when it can’t. But if this goes through there will be big
consequence like no swimming, fishing, and no wiid rice. People weren’t put here
to destroy what we live on. No one knows what the meaning of life is but I'm sure
it wasn’t to destroy our environment.

I’'m obviously against the mine and I'm not against it because all my people
are 1am because I’'m 13 and I know right from wrong and | know for sure this is
wrong. And | wrote all of this with no heip from anyhody eise. | just hope that
people can get across that this isn’t a good thing and hopefully it’s before it’s to
late.






January 23, 2013

From Allie Raven, 12480 Scenic Drive, Iron River, WI

To:  Representative Mary Williams, Chair, Committee on Jobs, Economy, and
Mining '

Senator Tom Tiffany, Chair, Senate Committee on Workforce Development,
Forestry, Mining, Revenue

Registering testimony in opposition to SB1/AB1

To committee chairs, committee members, and fellow members of the public, I say
boozhoo, anin. In the language of my mother’s people, this is “hello, friend.” I call you
friend in the most important way, because it is the true friend that speaks with
honesty and candor to you about difficult topics and expects to be heard and provided
a thoughtful, meaningful response.

As one raised to be a faithful steward of the land and water, I am deeply shocked and
troubled by the damaging provisions of mining bill AB1/SB1 now under consideration,
and direct you to oppose it.

Other testimony provided today will detail the myriad ways that its provisions violate
geologic, hydrologic, environmental and socio-economic principles; what I have to say,
as a citizen and as a grandparent committed to the long-term health and welfare of
our communities and throughout our State and region is that I honestly and sincerely
expect better from you, our legislators.

Please remember, as public servants, you work for all of us here in Wisconsin, and as
such, carry a sacred responsibility to safeguard our health and welfare and protect us

For too long, some of you have treated us up here in the northern part of the state as
second-class citizens, and seem to consider expendable the precious lands and waters
on which we depend for sustenance. THIS MUST CHANGE.

For too long, calls from our region to help us find sound solutions to our long-term
unemployment problems have been virtually ignored. Today, you will hear testimony
from some of our neighbors so desperate for decent jobs that they are willing to
sacrifice their health and the long term health and well-being of their offspring and
our lands and waters in exchange for the very dubious prospect of mining jobs. Even if
«“successfully” implemented, strip mining would create another boom and bust
econommic cycle and would do irreparable damage to our land and water resources and
to the fabric of our communities, yet these neighbors appear willing to make this
ghastly tradeoff in the hope of what they have been falsely led to believe is at least






some short-term economic gain. Hope and desperation have blinded them to the fact
that mining offers no short-term job creation prospects. As legislators responsible for
creating economic development solutions, what relief can you bring to our citizens who
clamor for opportunities to do an honest day’s work, starting NOW?

Strip mining is a lazy legislative answer. Wasting a great deal of time and legislative
and community energy promoting a very bad mining bill is irresponsible and shows an
unacceptable lack of initiative. Is beating this dead horse the best you can do to help
us? I certainly hope not!

What is needed in our region, and has been needed for a long time is a bold and
creative approach in the creation of a vibrant, sustainable economy which makes the
most of the energy and talents of our people while ensuring our long-term well-being.
Is this too much to ask? I don’t think so.

If you are serious about job creation and about meaningful, sustainable economic
development, let’s see some fresh ideas. Come up to northern Wisconsin and work
with us. Hold hearings on creating a sustainable future. Get our ideas and insight.
Please act decisively to restore our faith in you and the legislative process.

My friends, I have shared honestly with you that I expect something better, and I know
that together we can do better. It is my great hope that you will take to heart what I
have shared and use it in a good way.

I leave you with one more thought, and that is the thought of a simple glass of water,
the kind that you will drink over and over again throughout your lives. You will want it
to be clean, clear water, and my hope for you is that it will always be. From this
moment forward, with each glass you raise to your lips, may you have a lasting
memory of the moment you cast your vote on this bill and be reminded accordingly,
either:

“] am responsible for the degradation of water quality to sensitive, water-rich areas of
Wisconsin and for the disastrous consequences to all who depend on its clarity,
pureness, and sufficiency.”

OR

“] am responsible for upholding my sacred duty to protect our citizens, and I have
done my very best to safeguard the waters on which they depend.”

Here’s looking at you. Drink up.






Ryan Raschke
AB 1/SB 1 Hearing Testimany

As a citizen of Wisconsin’s North Woods and an individual who depends on
the natural resources of that area for sustenance, | have attended numerous public
hearings, educational presentations, and deliberations on the proposed changes to
our states legislation concerning ferrous mining in the past year. While | stand
generally apposed to the prospect of introducing an open pit mine to an area of the
state, which is known to contain significant deposits of the chemicals sulfur (S) and
phosphate (P205), | understand the potential economic benefits that such an
operation could mean for our state, especially rural communities in the North.
Based on the revolting environmental effects that | have seen in Minnesota and
Michigan, however, it seems that the costs outweigh the benefits.

After reading over the proposed changes to current legislation presented in
this bill, it seems apparent to me that that proposed legislation has been cut and
tailored to fit the desires of that mine which has been proposed for the Penokee
Range, especially considering the dramatic changes in wetland use and mitigation
practices. While such proposed changes as well as those concerning water usage,
dramatic limitations on DNR environmental policy, and the general disregard for
sensible consideration of ecological health seem unnecessary to me, there are
specific changes in the proposed legislation that I find a blatant disregard to “the
protection of public health, safety and welfare” that this bill claims to preserve.

In detailing standards for approval of an iron mining permit application, the bill
eliminates current legistation that “water runoff will be managed so as to
prevent...damage to agricultural lands or livestock, damage to wild animals,
pollution to ground or surface waters, and damage to public health and safety.”
Further, the proposed bill eliminates the opportunity for citizens to review
information presented by the DNR including an Environmental Impact Statement,
before a public hearing is held, and explicitly states, "The bill does not provide for
citizen suits related to iron mining,” as well as limiting the process of hearing
contested cases by persons “aggrieved by a decision to grant or deny an iron
mining permit.”

My concern with this bill is that it will not only allow for limited protection of
water rights and ecological wellbeing, but that such changes will resutt in
substantial adverse impacts to public health and safety of the citizenry in the North
of our state, while enforcing changes which effectively bind and gag any who may
seek to voice opposition to, or present relevant information against, a ferrous mine.

As | have already said, | understand the benefits that an iron mine could
provide for our state’s economy, but this should not come at the cost of its citizens
health and the health of that land on which their livelihood depends.

There is no silver bullet for solving our economic issues. Why should and iron
bullet be any different?
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_OppositiontoABl1andSB1

AB 1 and SB 1 are being introduced to once again attempt to push forward a law that was written
by the mining industry and threatens the public health of all citizens of our state (tribal and non-
tribal), threatens the clean water of our state and violates the treaty rights and livelihood of
people who have been here for thousands of years and who understand the stewardship of the
earth.

I am a citizen of the state of Wisconsin. My ancestry is a mixture of European and Ojibwe
(Chippewa). Today I stand with members of the Bad River Tribe. Iam opposed to AB 1and SB
1.

AB 1and 5B 1 will;

» Put the public health of the people of Ashland and Iron counties at risk by exempting the
iron mining industry from the state’s measures of water and air quality and which
regulate hazardous waste dumping.

* Reject sound science that shows the dangers of an iron mine.

» Threatens off-reservation hunting, fishing and gathering by allowing wholesale
destruction of public lands and easy withdrawal of thousands of acres of managed forest
land contracts now open to the public.

* Rolls back our Constitutional right to clean, shared water. The Public Trust Doctrine in
the Wisconsin State Constitution, echoed in the Great Lakes Compact, states that our
shared resource of water is to be held in the public interest: we have a basic right to clean
water and the preservation of nature.

* Makes false promises to bring jobs to our state. Estimations of job creation by legislators
and the mining company pushing the bill bring false hope to areas of the state that need
sustainable economic development. While touted as a “jobs bill,” there is no objective
evidence that this bill will bring a single nining job to the state a day earlier than
existing laws.

» Worstof all: AB 1 and SB 1 violate treaty rights by ignoring legally required
consultation with Bad River Tribal government.

In closing, I offer a teaching:

Teach your children what we have taught our children ~ that the Earth is our Mother. Whatever
befalls the Earth befalls the sons and daughters of the Earth.

If men spit upon the ground, they spit upon themselves. This we know. The Earth does not
belong to us, we belong to the Earth. This we know.

- All things are connected like the blood that unites one family. All things are connected.
Whatever befalls the Earth befalls the sons and daughters of the Earth. We did not weave the
web of life; we are merely a strand in it. Whatever we do to the Web, we do to ourselves.
June Fox

N5306 Hillside Drive CJX/\'A/

Sullivan, WI 53178
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January 22, 2013

' To My Elected Officials:

1 support mining we need jobs to get this economy moving for it to prosper
again!!!! | am a full-time single mom, who goes to school full-time and works
full-time, our economy is in deep trouble. This could be our answer to put the

American people back to work, and for the state of Wisconsin to flourish!!’
Sincerely,
Shannon Ehn

Rice Lake, WI
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January 22, 2013

Representative Scott Suder and Senator Tom Tiffany,

Here’s a quote from my son who is geologist and has worked in several big mines in Alaska over the past
20vyears. “People in general are afraid of mines. They don’t understand them. Iron ore mining may
not be pretty, but it doesn’t hurt anything.”  If you ask me, we can forego ‘pretty’ but we can’t survive
the lack of employment.

Sincerely,

Rita Sharp

Washburn, Wi
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January 21, 2013

Bill Giuliani
4744 Thornburg Drive
Bismarck, ND 58504

To: Representative Scott Suder, and Senator Tom Tiffany:

My wife and | lived in Ashland for four years and loved the area and the people. | was the City Engineer
of Ashland and my wife had a career in the medical field but lost her job due to the reduction of force.
Because of the lack of foresight and development there is no growth in the area thereby resuiting in
layoffs.

Due to the depressed economy and the poor outlook for continued employment opportunities in the
area, we decided to leave as | knew my job foss was coming in a matter of months. Eight months ago
we moved to North Dakota where there is a booming economy and great prospects for employment for
both of us.

We both secured very good jobs and careers but miss our beautiful home and Wisconsin. Qur family
and children and grandchildren live in Southern Wisconsin but we cannot afford to live in Northern
Wisconsin.

We have not sold our home in the Town of Eileen because of a poor market. We look forward to the
revival in the entire area if the mining regulations are changed and mining can begin in Northern
Wisconsin. This will revitalize the entire area and renew hope in the residents of the area.

A new mine will provide growth and prosperity as opposed to depression and exodus. We hope this
time around the mine will become a reality and success for Northern Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

Bifl Giuliani
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Dear Senator Tiffany,

As a resident of northwestern Wisconsin, I urge you to consider and pass a mining bill. This
whole area of northern and northwester Wisconsin is depressed and the need for jobs is urgent.
Opening up mining again is crucial to our economy. [ talk to people who are laid off or in
danger of losing jobs and they are struggling. The need is great.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Maude Dahlberg

352 W. Skyline Drive
Grantsburg, Wisconsin
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January 21, 2013
To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for taking the time to read and consider this letter. As you are aware,
Ashland and iron Counties in Wisconsin have a high unemployment rate; it is reported
that this area is the second highest unemployment area in the State of Wisconsin. The
jobs that the proposed GTAC Mine would bring to this area are greatly needed.

There is opposition, but in reality the opposition is not based on anything “scientific” or
factual, but rather it is based upon partisan politics. The Democrats fear that these jobs
might assist Governor Scott Walker in his attempt to bring much needed jobs to the
State Wisconsin.

The opposition has not been truthful and has attempted to scare people into believing
that the GTAC Mine might cause pollution. The opposition keeps attempting to “sell”
people on the fact that the GTAC Mine will be a “suifate” type mine when, in reality, it
will be a ferrous mine in nature. The two mining technologies are quite different when
considering pollution as an outcome. A ferrous mine on the Gogebic Range, will not
poliute. From 1884 to 1966 or for 82 years, the Gogebic Range was an operative
mining range with little if any pollution...and { might add, during that time, technology
was less advanced than it is today.

Cathy Stepp, the Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
has indicated that she will not allow any mine to pollute Wisconsin’s environment.
Anyone living in Wisconsin for any length of time understands that the Wisconsin DNR
does not allow degradation of the Wisconsin environment. Furthermore, at this point in
time, all that the GTAC Mine seeks is proper mining legislation allowing GTAC to move
forward with the APPLICATION process. Following the formal application process,
GTAC must comply with rigid environmental parameters and pass rigid environmental
testing before the DNR or any other governmental agency will allow GTAC to move
forward and begin the mining process. All along the way, many federal and state
agencies will be safeguarding the Wisconsin environment.

Wisconsin began its history as a state with mining. Our state flag includes a miner as
early symbolism of our beginnings as a state.
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We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to realize a $1.5 billion mining job opportunity.
We have been guaranteed by state government that the environment will be protected
on a continuing basis. Minnesota and Michigan politicians have been able to find a way
to provide mining job opportunities for their State residents; it is inconceivable that
Wisconsin politicians cannot find a way to realize the same opportunity.

As the president and CEO of a ten station small market radio group serving the
Ashland, Hurley and Park Falls area, | ask that cool heads prevail and that legislators
on both sides of the aisle put their constituents FIRST. Please lay down your
disagreements and become realistic. Please find a way to provide the people of
Northwestern Wisconsin with this very real job opportunity. We have trusted you to
make decisions in our best interest. Please hear us.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

S

Jim Coursolle

President & CEO

Heartland Communications Group LLC
WATW-WBSZ-WJJH, Ashland, WI
WNXR, Iron River, Wi

WCQM-WPFP, Park Falls, WI
WRJO-WERL, Eagle River, Wi
WIKB-WFER, Iron River, Ml

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS GROUP LLC « 809 North Railroad Street, Eagle River, Wi 54521 o (715) 473-4451
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January 20, 2013

Dear Representative Scott Suder, & Senator Tom Tiffany,

| am in favor of the mining legislation. Actually, our whole family is!
We NEED the mine to provide our families with sustainabie incomest!

Please do everything you can to help make it happen, we are depending on you
to make this dream come true!

Thank youl

Sincerely,

Janna Yderstad
1216 MacArthur Ave
Ashland, Wi. 54806
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January 21, 2013
Attention: Representative Scott Suder and Senator Tom Tiffany,

Please let our State representatives know that we support an
ecologically sound Iron Mine in Wisconsin. We are working to
develop products that create jobs and revenue in Wisconsin.

What we are working hard to achieve is very small compared to
the potential of the Iron Mine. We think a Wisconsin Iron Mine is
the best source of wealth generation we have pending.

Please move forward with a well managed approach. A rising tide
does float all boats. An improved Wisconsin economy will help our
small business and any enterprises looking for a place to grow.

Sincerely

Jim and Teresa Maerzke
mobile: 262-496-5689
office: 262-654-5602

Procubed, LLC
Kenosha WI
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January 19, 2013
To Whom it May Concern:

| just wanted to include a short note to express my support for the bill currently
going to a

public hearing in the Wisconsin State Senate. It is Senate Bill 1 which is the
mining biil.

This legislation has the safeguards for the environment and will provide jobs for
thousands

of workers as well as provide badly needed resources to supply American
industry with

badly needed materiais for manufacturing.

This bill has my support and | urge the Wisconsin Legislature pass this needed
and responsible
bill to have mining of our natural resources in this state.

Towv & Karenw Braeschv
16536 W Ridgerock Road
Hayward, Wisconsin 54843
715-934-3600
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To my elected officials,

January 22nd 2013

We, as residents of the great state of Wisconsin, need jobs. | am in the building and construction trades
struggling to find work. | urge you to fully support mining in northern Wisconsin.
Thank you for considering my request,

David Zeman

2291 160th ave,

st. croix falls, wi. 54024
715-483-9198
croixside@msn.com
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' Jan. 22,13

To: Senator Tom Tiffany and Representative Scott Suder,

| am writing to you today to let you know that the passage of the mining bill is crucial to
this part of the state---northern Wisconsin. We have for a long time relied upon the
tourist trade to keep our economy going. However we are seeing a change in the
weather patterns, high price of gas and other factors. This has lead to a very “iffy”
economy and at the present time the north is really in danger of a total failure. The total
state enjoys “good times” because of the mining industry from years ago; this is what
has brought us to enjoy what we have. It is now QUR turn to step up and do the
necessary “things” to ensure that the future is helped by our activities today. We are
looking at a pretty bleak future if we fail to pass this much needed mining legislation.
Our detractors are being very selfish in their not wanting to have mining “in their back
yard”. They all enjoy what they have due to our fore fathers giving up some of their
“good times” for the good of the future. It is time that we all step forward and do our
part for the future of our children and benefit of the natural area. | am 71 years old and
have seen this area go from a good sound base to virtually nothing. The whole state
owes this north a chance to benefit what they enjoy in their area due to the hard work
of our and their fore fathers. Please step up to the historical plate and make sure that
the mining bill gets passed. | thank you sincerely for alt your future help in getting this
done. BE A DOER, for the northland’s sake!

Don Monson
Cable, Wi






Mary Lou Salawater
70325 Caviile Road

Ashland, Wi 54806

Opposedto SB 1and AB 1

{ don’t know where the zmportance of SB 1 and AB 1 rank in your life. My guess is its “Just” another
piece of legislation that you need to work on and then life goes on for you to another bilt and at the end
of the day you go on with the rest of your life.

Well, its much more important in the lives of us that are opposed to it. It will also be very important to
the people who live in northern Wisconsin and right now in favor of this bill, In spite of how you may
be biowing off our objections and looking at us as whiners, this legislation is a real threat to our way of
life. It scares the heck out of us. We live “up north” for a reason—we like it the way it is! We don’t
need you to try and make it BETTER for us. What would you do if someone actually threatened your
way of life? This legislation hangs over our heads day in and day out always there as a threat-—a threat
created by the very people who were sent to Madison to make life better for all Wisconsonites.
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January 21, 2013

To: The Committee on Workforce Development, Forestry, Mining, and Revenue
Senator Tom Tiffany, Chair

Northern Wisconsin needs mining. SB 1, which is being discussed on Wed., January 22,
2013, needs to pass for the welfare of the residents in this area. The bill will allow the
process of approving a mine to occur within a realistic time frame. The residents of
Northern Wisconsin enjoy the natural beauty of their area and do not seek to harm it.
They are in desperate need of jobs. They need the opportunity to work and live in an area
where the environment is cared for, tourists want to be, and industry thrives. This can
happen with the passage of SB 1. I urge you to make this possible. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Nancy L. Danneker
N478-244" St

Maiden Rock, Wi 54769
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January 19, 2013
To Whom It May Concern:

T just wanted to include a short note to express my support for the bill currently going to a
public hearing in the Wisconsin State Senate. It is Senate Bill 1 which is the mining bill.
This legislation has the safeguards for the environment and will provide jobs for
thousands

of workers as well as provide badly needed resources to supply American industry with
badly needed materials for manufacturing,

This bill has my support and I urge the Wisconsin Iegislature pass this needed and
responsible
bill to have mining of our natural resources in this state.

Tom & Karen Braesch
16536 W Ridgerock Road
Hayward, Wisconsin 54843
715-934-3600







Statement on Bill SB/AB 1 January 23, 2013
Will Stahi
Conservation Chair, John Muir Ghapter, Sierra Club

Members of the Committee
Thank you for allowing me to make a statement today.

When I used to kayak the rivers of West Virginia and Tennessee, I saw any number that
had been damaged by mine waste acid. The Cheat River was particularly memorable.
The water was clear because it contained no organic matter of any size or kind. No fish,
amphibians, crustaceans, plants or microorganisms. Nothing. The acid had dyed the
sandstone river rocks a bright, unnatural orange. The local people told us animals would
not drink the water. This was all the result of water percolating through piles of mine
waste containing sulfide minerals such as those present in the Penokee deposit.

Now the Wisconsin governor and legislative majority are proposing a bill that would
allow a similar piling of sulfide-containing tock in places where the water from rain and
snow can slowly seep through, which in combination with oxygen can produce sulfuric
acid and hydrogen sulfide, poisoning the river downstream by any runoff and the
groundwater by any that soaks through the soil.

The bill, as proposed, assumes the Penckee mine and any such mine allowed under it will
do great damage, allows it, and relieves the company of much of the responsibility for it.
They can take as much water as they think they need and put the overburden rock and
tailings almost anywhere they choose, wetlands and floodplains included. In the case of
the Penokee mine, this would be the headwaters and tributaries of the Bad River, an
outstanding recreational and water resource, vital to the people of the region.

Tt is likely the Penokee mine will never be built. The economics of 3t are dubious. No
scientific analysis indicates it can be done safely. Many legal obstacles stand in its way-——
the EPA, the Army Corps of Engineers, the rights of the Indian tribes. But bad ideas
sometimes acquire a life of their own; I never thought the Irag War would happen either.

Some have suggested that this project is not meant to happen, that it is a stalking horse
for projects in more feasible places, enabled by changes in the mining law. I don’t know
about that. What I do know is that no part of this country, where mining was once the
major industry, 1s Now prosperous, including northern Wisconsin and the U.P.

In this country’s history, we s no evidence that mining companies have any conscience
whatsoever. Unless compelled by law and regulation, they have never shown any concern
for the environment, the lives of their workers or the communities that come to depend
on themn. When the ore runs out or the prices drop, the company leaves and all the jobs
and money go with it.

Wisconsin established strict mining laws for a reason: mining as an industry is always
ternporary, but the damage is always permanent.
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January 21, 2013

To: Committee on Work Force Development, Forestry, Mining and Revenue
Senator Tom Tiffany, Chairperson

I am writing to share my support of Senate Bill 1. This Bill will
allow many desperate people in northern Wisconsin to get back to work,
giving them their desire to support their families. It would also bring
much needed revenue back to our state as well! Strict environmental
guidelines would be followed to protect the land and water surrounding
this area.

Please vote yes in support of Senate Bill 1, therefore hearing the
voices of the people of Wisconsin.

Thank youl

Sincerely,

Deborah Ellefson

927 Pineridge Terrace
River Falls, WI 54822
Sent from my iPad
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January 21, 2013

To: The Committee on Workforce Development, Forestry, Mining, and Revenue
Senator Tom Tiffany, Chair

I lived several years in Ely, Minnesota and was surrounded by mines that cared about
and for the environment. The water was clean; tourism was not harmed nor was the
timber industry. With safeguards this can happen in Northern Wisconsin as well. T urge
you to pass SB 1 for the economic needs of this area and its families. Thank you.

John R. Danneker
N478-244™ St
Maiden Rock, WI 54769
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TO: Members, Senate Commitiee on Workforce Development, Forestry, Mining & Revenue
Members, Assembly Committee on Jobs, Economy & Mining

FROM: Scott Manley, Vice President of Government Relations
DATE: January 23, 2013
RE: Support for Senate Bill 1 and Assembly Bill 1 Iron Mining Reform Legislation

Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce (WMC) appreciates the opportunity to testify in support of Senate
Bill 1 and Assembly Bill 1, both of which propose comprehensive reforms to the iron mining permitting
process. We believe this legislation is the single most important economic development legislation the
Legislature can enact this session.

WMC is Wisconsin’s largest general business trade association, with roughly one-fourth of the state’s private
sector workforce employed by a WMC member company. We represent businesses in the manufacturing,
banking, energy, health care, retail, insurance, agricultural and service sectors of our economy. WMC
recently celebrated its one-hundredth anniversary of advocacy dedicated to making Wisconsin the most
competitive state in the nation to do business.

REFORMING WISCONSIN’S MINING LAWS WILL CREATE JOBS AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

Wisconsin is home to one of the largest remaining iron ore deposits in North America. Roughly two billion
tons of iron ore are located on privately-owned property in Ashiand and Iron Counties — enough to sustain
more than one-hundred years of mining. If mining is allowed to occur, Northern Wisconsin could transform
into an economic engine for generations to come, and provide thousands of jobs in an area of the state that
desperately needs them.

The project would involve an enormous investment of capifal to construct the mine. At roughly $1.5 billion,
it would be one of the largest private development projects in state history. An economic impact study by
NorthStar Economics found that construction of the mine would result in more than 2,000 construction jobs
to build the mine. Once it is operational, there would be approximately 700 workers employed full-time at
the mine, with 2,100 other jobs created to support the mining activity. The mining jobs are expected to pay
roughty $60,000 per year, plus $22,000 in benefits. To place that level of income into perspective, the
Census Bureau’s data shows median household income in Iron and Ashland Counties of $34,201 and
$37,555 respectively. The income from high-paying mining jobs would literally change the standard of
living for this area. .

WISCONSIN'S CURRENT MINING LAWS DISCOURAGE INVESTMENT IN MINING JOBS

Despite having significant metallic ore deposits located in our state, only one mine has ever been permitted
throughout the history of Wisconsin’s metallic mining law (the Flambeau Mine in Ladysmith). Because of
the mining moratorium enacted in 1998, it is unlikely that the Flambeau Mine could be permitted today. A
recent survey of 500 mining companies throughout the world by the Fraser Institute (attached) found
alarming evidence that Wisconsin’s environmental regulations and regulatory framework discourage
investment in mining jobs.

501 Bast Washington Avenue, Madison, W1 53703-2914 » PO. Box 352, Madison, WI 53701-0352
Phone (608) 258-3400 « Fax (608) 258-3413 - www.wmc.org

WMC is a business association dedicated to making Wisconsin the most competitive state in the nation.






For example, of the 79 states and countries analyzed in the survey, Wisconsin’s environmentat
regulations ranked the worst in the world for mining investment. Eighty-five percent of the respondents
characterized Wisconsin’s environmental laws as either a “strong deterrent to investment” or “would not
invest due to this factor.”

The Fraser Institute survey diagnoses a significant problem with Wisconsin’s mining laws. We cannot
expect to attract investment in family-supporting mining jobs if mining companies continue to view our state
as having some of the most hostile mining regulations in the world. Bold, sweeping reforms like those
proposed in Senate Bill 1 and Assembly Bill 1 are needed to change Wisconsin’s reputation as a state
hostile to mining if we hope to attract mining investment to our state. By contrast, minimal reforms that
largely preserve the status quo will not result in an investment or the creation of mining jobs in Wisconsin.

THE REFORMS IN SENATE BILL 1 AND ASSEMELY BILL 1 WILL CREATE A CLEAR AND PREDICTABLE
PERMITTING PROCESS FOR TRON MINING

The comprehensive mining reforms proposed in the legislation before you will help create thousands of jobs
and billions of dollars in economic impacts from mining, while maintaining robust environmental
protections. The legislation directly addresses many of the key deficiencies in our current law, including the
following:

» Establishes clear and achievable standards for permit issnance. The biil proposes clear,
objective and specific requirements to obtain a mining permit itself, as well as each of the underlying
environmental permits (air, water, wetland, etc.). The bill eliminates the ambiguity that permeates
virtually all aspects of our current mining faws, and makes it ciear to applicants what they must
demonstrate in order to secure an approval from environmental regulators.

» Establishes a predictable permit process. The bill establishes a robust pre-application period that
requires a mining company to engage state and federal regulators at the beginning stages of the
process to establish clear expectations about the information necessary to submit a complete permit,
and when an application will be deemed complete.

o Specifies a defined timeframe for DNR’s permit review. To avoid a repeat of the open-ended
permitting debacle associated with the Crandon mine, the legislation establishes a reasonable 420-
day permitting deadline, with the opportunity for one 60-day extension.

s Recognizes that iron mining is different. Current mining laws in Chapter 293 are more geared
toward sulfide-based mining operations. Because the process of iron mining is vastly different, the
bill correctly regulates iron mining in a separate chapter of regulation — as does Minnesota and
Michigan.

* Limit opportunities for costly and time-consuming litigation. Everyone deserves their day in
court, and iron mining should be no different. However, Wisconsin’s current mining permit process
involves two mandatory contested case lawsuits during the permit process itself. The bill allows a
contested case lawsuit after the DNR makes a decision on the proposed permit — the same approach
for other DNR permitting activities,

It is important for lawmakers to remember that enacting these mining reforms would merely create a
permitting framework - it is not a mining permit approval. Passage of this legislation will simply create a
reguiatory process that enables the Wisconsin DNR to make a judgment about whether a proposed iron mine
can be operated in a responsible manner. Any applicant would still be required to demonstrate compliance
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with all state requirements, as well as considerable federal permitting requirements from the US EPA and US
Army Corps of Engineers.

SENATE BILL 1 AND ASSEMBLY BILL 1 ESTABLISH A RIGOROUS ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS

The legislation before you would establish a robust environmental review framework for iron mining that
ensures a permit will not be granted unless the environment is protected. For example, there are many
specific regulatory requirements proposed in the bill that protect both water quality and water quantity, many
of which are identical to current law, WMC has provided a brief summary of selected environmental
protections in the bill (attached), including the following protections:

s The bill maintains Wisconsin’s existing air quality, water quality and groundwater quality standards
without changing them.

¢ The bill protects rivers, lakes and streams from significant impacts, including specifying that the
DNR cannot approve a navigable water permit unless there are no significant impacts on public
rights, water quality, stream flow, or riparian property owner rights.

s The bil] protects surface water quality by maintaining the same water quality standards as we have
under current law Chapter NR 102 of the Wisconsin administrative code.

s The bill protects groundwater quality by keeping the same groundwater quality standards under
current law in Chapter NR 140 of the Wisconsin administrative code, and requiring water quality
monitoring before, during and after mining takes place to ensure the standards are met.

e The bill establishes extensive regulation of mining waste, including soil and rock testing to fully
understand the geology and chemistry of the conditions present at the mining site. The biil also
prohibits the DNR from granting a disposal permit unless the applicant can demonstrate compliance
with surface water quality, groundwater quality and wetland water quality standards.

o  The bill protects water quantity by specifying that a water withdrawal permit cannot be granted if it
would result in a significant impact on the water quality or quantity of the waters of the state. [t also
disallows a permit if a withdrawal would significantly impact public rights in navigable waterways,
or have a significant adverse impact on the ecosystem of the Great Lakes basin.

» The bill establishes the Great Lakes Water Resources Compact as the controlling law applicable to
iron mining activities.

CONCLUSION

WMC believes enactment of the Senate Bill 1 and Assembly Bill 1 iron mining reforms will result in the
creation of family-supporting mining jobs in our state. We believe this legislation strikes the appropriate
balance between the need for regulatory clarity and predictability with appropriate environmental
protections, We urge members of both committees and the Legislature as a whole act quickly to pass this
important legislation, thereby trigger an enormous investment in family-supporting Wisconsin jobs.

Please feel free to contact me at (608) 258-3400 if you have any questions, or if [ can provide you with
additional information.
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WMC

WISCONSIN'S BUSINESS VOICE

Survey of Mining Executives Reveals Perception that Wisconsin’s Laws and the
Administration of its L.aws makes it a Poor Investment Choice

Though Wisconsin has a rich history of mining, current perceptions of the state’s regulations and the administration of
those regulations makes that history seem mythical. The state’s current reputation makes it one of the least likely mining
sites in the world.

Since 1997, the Fraser Institute has conducted an annual survey of metal mining and exploration companies to assess
how mineral endowments and public policy factors such as taxation and regulation affect exploration investment. Survey
results represent the opinions of executives and exploration managers in mining and mining consulting companies
operating around the world. The survey now includes data on 79 jurisdictions around the world, on every continent
except Antarctica, including sub-national jurisdictions in Canada, Australia, and the United States.

Overall, the 2010-2011 report hitp://www fraserinstitute.org/uploadedFiles/fraser-ca/Content/research-
news/research/publications/mining-survey-2010-2011.pdf concludes that “the bottom 10 scorers are Indonesia,
Zimbabwe, Wisconsin, Madagascar, India, Guatemala, Bolivia, DRC (Congo), Venezuela, and Honduras.” Of those
areas, the report notes that: “Unfortunately, except for Wisconsin these are all developing nations which most need the
new jobs and increased prosperity mining that can produce.”

Environmental Regulations

With respect to the current mining legislation debate, the most pertinent questions posed relate to the impact of
regulations and the administration of those regulations. The five options for answers were whether the factors:

1) Encourages Investment; 2) Not a Deterrent to Investment; 3) Mild Deterrent; 4) Strong Deterrent; or, 5) Would not
pursue investment due to this factor. The graphs below reflect the worse ten jurisdictions by adding the “strong
deterrent” and “‘would not pursue” answers.

Of all 79 jurisdictions included in the survey, Wisconsin is the jurisdiction where regulations were the most severe
deterrence to investment.

The state can address, at least in theory, the impediment for investment due to our regulatory programs through
sweeping reform legislation. However, the implementation of the state’s laws is just as important as the letter of the faw.
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Administration of Regulations

A perception that the government does not fairly or predictably enforce its laws raises concerns that legislation
may not be able to address. Unfortunately, Wisconsin also scores badly in this area. Of all 79 jurisdictions
included in the survey, only Hugo Chavez’s Venczuela is ranked worse than Wisconsin in terms of the
administration of its laws being a strong deterrent or outright barrier to investment.

Conclusion

Although the state has a poor reputation in the global mining community, Wisconsin today has an opportunity
to permit the largest iron mine in the state’s history. The reforms to Wisconsin’s ferrous mining law, coupled
with the Department of Natural Resources’ commitment to helping businesses in the state navigate the
permitting process, presents an opportunity for Wisconsin to improve its reputation with the international
mining community before the next Fraser Report is published.
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Mining Bill Testimony SB1 and AB1
Senate Committee on Workforce Development, Forestry, Mining and Revenue
Assembiy Committee on Jobs, Economy, and Mining
January 23, 2013

Good morning. My name is Ann Coakley. | am the director of the Waste and Materials
Management program, which oversees mining for the State of Wisconsin. Thank you for inviting
the department to testify at this hearing.

The department has been working cooperatively with mining companies in Wisconsin for
decades. That work continues today as we work with the Flambeau Mining Company and
companies exploring or interested in exploring ore deposiis in Wisconsin.

We have welcomed and are thankful for opportunities to assist legislative efforts to streamline
the state’s mining laws. As the state moves forward in this process, the department will continue
to pursue its balanced mission of protecting public health and the environment while providing
for social and economic vitality.

it is understood that, due to the unique and fixed location of ore bodies, a mine cannot be built
without environmental impacts the chatlenge is to minimize and mitigate for the impacts. This
bill recognizes this fact and, in addition o streamlining the process, proposes increased
reguiatory ﬁexsbitity Mitigation for unavoidable impacts to wetlands and surface waters is also
included.

In this bill, Environmental Impact Statement preparation, permit review, and mine oversight
wouid be similar to our existing mining state stafute, Chapter 293, and the corresponding
administrative rules. For example, under this bill, the department would:

* Meet as early as possible with an applicant, likely well in advance of the 12-month
preapplication period, to ascertain the applicant’s plans and to describe the information
the state would require to process their applications,

» Prepare an EIS to disclose environmental impacts, including avoidance, minimization,
and mitigation of impacts,

« Require waste rock and tailings characterization, baseline data collection, a
comprehensive environmental monitoring network, groundwater modeling, suitable
disposal of waste rock and tailings, and complete site reclamation,

s Require individual permits such as an air permit, a wastewater discharge permit, a
stormwater permit, and permits related to activities in and near navigable waters,
Require demonstration that offsite water quality standards can be met,

Require ongoing environmental menitoring,
Only permit a mine that could meet Wisconsin's environmental standards, and
Conduct routine surveillance of mining operations.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. | am glad to answer questions you have,
either now or after the hearing. Our door is always open, and we are glad to meet with you at
our office or at your office.






Will Sandstrom Aided Finland, East Germany, Hungary, others to get free from Russian fist in 70s, 80s.

Info to Lawyers, Judges and politicians; People may hear or read comments about others, themselves, and the author, Will
Sandstrom, Hence 1 must present some facts —and a supporting letter--that beginning in 1977 I helped Finland to get free
from Russian fist. The Finns new freedom helped East Germany, Hungary, Poland, and others to get free from Russia.

I begin with Russia and Finnish Karelia: The Fascist skin heads, ultra-nationalists, and Mafias in/outside Moscow may try
to overthrow Putin. They were present in Russia and Karelia in 1999, and before--and are present in various areas of Russia
now; See Karelia Question, hitp://peacecountry(.tripod.com/finnliv6.htm. Russia is too big an area to have one ruler, and
has many organized crime groups that are run by Russian Slavs, various Moslem iribes, and avowed or closet Zionists.

In 1977 I went to Finland to help support my wife while she was studying medicine. For over ten years I lived occasionaily
in Finland. While there I found Finland had problem of being under strong Russian influence. In fact from 1809 to 1917 it
had been a Grand Duchy of Russia. While I was in Finland trying to help free it from Russian influence, a person{s) tried to
vacate (close) a road my family had used since 1907 to access our homestead property. Dirty tricks or more? More later.

To find my roots I began in 1969 visiting relatives in Finland. I found, as stated, that Russia in 1970s had rather strong
influence in Finland. For example, the Finnish currency, the Markka, was not exchangeable into any western currency.
Having received a Ph.D. in Biochemistry I thought I would try to help Finland become more free by bringing document
forms in 1977 on how Finland and its scientists might enter into a research funding agreement with USA. Former Senator
Hubert Humphrey had tried to open better relations between Finland and USA. But he said Russia would not aflow it.

For bringing research agreement I was jailed in Finland. Allegedly Russians wanted to find if I was a secret agent. But as I
was not I was released in a few weeks. Then interestingly while in Finland I was the first average USA citizen allowed to
enter Russia and Estonia. Back then, Americans were not allowed to enter Russia or its satellites as Estonia. Yet with a
church group I was allowed into Ingria, Karelia, and Russia. Later I went alone to Karelia, area of the Veps, and Estonia.

In Tallinn, Estonia, a Finnish man my age of then 46 and I accidentally met 2 younger ladies. They understood no Finnish,
while Estonians do. Chatting in English I sensed they were Russians. ] asked from where they were. They said they were
from Moscow. Then they said they wanted us to meet their mothers that evening in a Tallinn University dorm--they were
empty during summer. I was a bit leery about accepting--and for good reason. Reason was that ordinary Russians were not
taught English back then—so as to not understand BBC shortwave news. Only trusted high families' kids learned English.

But I dared to take a chance and went to the dorm that evening—the Finn didn't. At the dorm I met two older ladies——their
mothers, nicely dressed. We chatted. One mother said, "Our husbands have been to New York, Washington, and Miami. But
we never could go to USA with our husbands. We also have been to same cities , but only alone—never with our husbands
or daughters”. 1 did not ask--for I knew the reason. It prevented defection as their loved ones were in Russia.

I assumed they came to Tallinn ofien so I asked, "Why do you come to Tallinn?" The other mother said, "Tailinn is our
Miami. Only in Tallinn and not in Russia can we watch USA TV shows broadcast from the tall Helsinki TV tower, which as
you know is close across the Gulf of Finland. We come here to watch the I Love Lucy Show".

Next one mother invited me to come to Moscow. Then with gloves on her hands she wrote on a paper the first part of a
phone number and on another piece she wrote latter part. She told me to put the two pieces in separate areas in my luggage.
Then she said, and I paraphrase, "You must buy a classical Russian musical record and have it on top of your things in your
luggage as you leave Russia. At the border a guard will ask you to open your luggage. He will notice the record and ask if
you like Russian music. You answer, Da, Da, Yes. He wili smile and won't search your luggage”.

In Finland a year later at a “Russian Friendship Visit” by some Presidium members, and other high Russians, I noticed in a
large conference room the two mothers sitting in the front row to one side. I wondered if their husbands were members of
the Presidium. I have always wondered if I should have gone to Moscow, and made a phone call. Whom would I have met?

In any event, shortly afterwards the then USA President Jimmy Carter and Finland President Urho Kekkonen signed the
research agreement. And soon Finland became totally free of fist. When will Russians leave Karelia, Ingria and Petsamo?

Next, in summer 1988 [ met some Hungarians during their “Friendship Visit” to Finland. I knew they had only a border

~ fence with East Germany. To a few delegation leaders I tactfully suggested that they open holes in their fence and allow

some East Germans to go through Hungary into Austria and freedom. They asked who I was. I gave them my name and said
1 was an American living with and helping support my Finnish wife while she attended medical school in Finland. They said
Hungary has to be careful as a satellite of Russia, and that when Hungary tried to gain freedom in 1955 America would not
help. I said there are many new politicians in America and they most likely would help now.

Then surprisingly in Spring and Summer of 1989 the Hungarians opened up holes in their fence. At first this allowed a few
East Germans to go through Hungary to Austria and freedom—and later that summer more. The world watched for fear that
the Russians would again send troops into Hungary to stop East German exodus. But they did not enter Hungary, Then in
the Fall of 1989 the Berlin Wall began coming down. Yet few know about roles of unknown men who cared and dared?
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY
OF
Gordon C. Thayer
Chairman
Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians
January 23, 2013

Chairpersons and Members of the Committee, my name is Gordon Thayer and I am the
Chairman for the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians. Thank you for
the opportunity to submit written testimony on Assembly Bill 1/Senate Bill 1, the bill to change
the restrictions for permitting Iron/Ferrous Mining in Wisconsin.

The good, hard-working people of the Lac Courte Oreilles Tribe, a federally-recognized
sovereign nation, have grave concerns with the substance and the impact of the proposed mining
bill. Specifically, the Tribe has significant concerns about the legality of the bill as it relates to
the tribes’ treaty reserved hunting, fishing and gathering rights in the treaty ceded territories that
cover approximately the northern third of Wisconsin. Second, the tribe has concerns regarding
the information regarding job creation being associated with this bill and the zmpact it will have
in sustaining employment for the people of northern Wisconsin, Finally, the tribe is concerned
with the water quality that would impact Wisconsin for decades, if not centuries, by the mining
practices that would be allowed under this bill. It is for these reasons that the Lac Courte
Oreilles Tribe is staunchly opposed to Assembly Bill 1/Senate Bill 1.

This process has proceeded without tribal consultation or a concerted effort by the
legislature to understand the potential impacts of the bill on the Wisconsin Tribes, more
specifically on Lac Courte Oreilles, and no attempt has been made to measure the impact of the
proposed legislation on the federally-protected treaty rights. The Legislature’s decisions to
conduct just one single hearing, at a distance of over 340 miles from the impacted area, creates a
burden for public testimony for the people who must live in the affected area. By hmitmg this

hearing the legislature restricts the amount of necessary information and feedback on the mining
bill.

The State of Wisconsin is a party to the Lac Courte Oreilles v. Wisconsin case,
commonly known as'the Voigt case, from there the State may not exercise its authority to the
detriment of the tribes' treaty rights in a manner that would be contrary to the requirements of the
Voigt case. The State may not create legislation that could interfere with the Lac Courte Oreilles
treaty-protected rights.  This legislation creates the opportunity for the destruction of treaty
resources through destruction of habitat. The fundamental requirement of the Voigt case is the
co-managenient of the shared resources in northern Wisconsin; this bill threatens this
requirement.

Much has been said that the mining industry will provide a spark to the Wisconsin
economy. Last year, Gogebic mining company promised jobs if Wisconsin weakened legislation
concerning the mining permitting process. Gogebic indicated that it would create over 700 jobs
if they were permitted to mine the mountain range. What was not said is the professional
training requirements for the incoming jobs provided by Gogebic would be too expensive to train






new personnel.  The qualified personnel would be brought in from other job sites from across
the country to fill these positions. So the job creation promised under this bill would not benefit
Wisconsin directly since outsiders would be filling these positions. What is lost in this promise
of “new” jobs is the sacrifice of the current jobs currently held by Wisconsinites; jobs in tourism,
forestry, fishing guides and other jobs unique to the area. These jobs will be lost by the
destruction of the woods and water. After the mining jobs leave, the sacrificed jobs will not
return because the landscape will be changed. The net loss of the mining jobs at the expense of
the tourism, forestry and other jobs is not acceptable.

The water is sacred to our people and vitally important to the survival of the all the
people in Northern Wisconsin. Tribal members depend on clean, healthy water to meet their
physical, social, cultural, economic and spiritual needs, Any activity, mining or otherwise, that
threatens those resources must be the subject of careful and thorough scrutiny, including input
from all aspects of Wisconsin, so a proper healthy decision can be made. Lac Courte Oreilles
has been and will continue to be vigilant in our efforts to ensure that strong environmental laws
are in place and are fully Tmplemented so that our water is protected. The current bill fails in this
regard. This mining bill allows groundwater pollution in an area extending 1200 feet from the
edge of the mine or tailings area. If a company can't prevent pollution of that area, the bill allows
the area of pollution to be extended another 1200 feet. In addition, groundwater standards would
only apply vertically to 1000 feet. Below that level, no standards would apply, allowing a
company to discharge without limitation. The bill does not appear to consider the effect that
mining projects can have on deep groundwater and the subsequent effect as that water rises to the
surface to replenish shallow aquifers and surface waters. A scheme that fails to scientifically test
and account for this connection could result in water pollution for miles.

It is for these reasons that the Lac Courte Oreilles Tribe is opposed to the mining bill.
The opposition to this bill stems from the traditional and cultural beliefs of our tribal members.
It also comes from the shared concerns of the peaceful people of northern Wisconsin and our
shared love for the natural resources that sustain us.

Gordon C. Thayer
Written Testimony on AB-1/SB-1 and LRB-0762/1
January 23, 2013
Page 2






_Opposition to AB1 and $B1 _

* AB 1 and SB 1 are being introduced to once again attempt to push forward a law that was written
by the mining industry and threatens the public health of all citizens of our state (tribal and non-
tribal), threatens the clean water of our state and violates the treaty rights and livelihood of
people who have been here for thousands of years and who understand the stewardship of the
earth.

I am a citizen of the state of Wisconsin. My ancestry is a mixture of European and Ojibwe
(Chippewa). Today I stand with members of the Bad River Tribe. Iam opposedto AB1and SB
1.

AB 1 and SB 1 will:

e  Put the public health of the people of Ashland and Iron counties at risk by exempting the
iron mining industry from the state’s measures of water and air quality and which
regulate hazardous waste dumping. .

e Reject sound science that shows the dangers of an iron mine.

s+ Threatens off-reservation hunting, fishing and gathering by allowing wholesale
destruction of public lands and easy withdrawal of thousands of acres of managed forest
land contracts now open to the public.

e Rolls back our Constitutional right to clean, shared water. The Public Trust Doctrine in
the Wisconsin State Constitution, echoed in the Great Lakes Compact, states that our
shared resource of water is to be held in the public interest: we have a basic right to clean
water and the preservation of nature.

e Makes false promises to bring jobs to our state. Estimations of job creation by legislators
and the mining company pushing the bill bring false hope to areas of the state that need
sustainable economic development. While touted as a “jobs bill,” there is no objective
evidence that this bill will bring a single mining job to the state a day earlier than
existing laws.

« Worstofall: AB 1 and SB 1 violate treaty rights by ignoring legally required
consultation with Bad River Tribal government.

In closing, I offer a teaching;:

Teach your children what we have taught our children — that the Earth is our Mother. Whatever
befalls the Earth befalls the sons and daughters of the Earth.

If men spit upon the ground, they spit upon themselves. This we know. The Earth does not
belong to us, we belong to the Earth. This we know. o

All things are connected like the blood that unites one family. All things are connected.
Whatever befalls the Earth befalls the sons and daughters of the Earth. We did not weave the
web of life; we are merely a strand in it. Whatever we do to the Web, we do to ourselves.

June Fox

o o Pt
N5306 Hillside Drive
Sullivan, WI 53178
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“We are not here just for the children today, Preserve the land for all children and love it.”
Anishinabe






Testimony of Dee Ann Allen

Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians

Good Afternoon Committee Members, My name is Dee Ann Allen, I am the former Vice
President of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians, I thank you
for being able to testify or submit testimony on behalf of our Tribe. I provided testimony
at the 2011 October hearing hopeful that are concerns would be more than just heard but
would have been considered when any mining bills were being developed. In which we
believe has not taken place.

< The Lac du Flambeau Nation is located in northern Wisconsin and our reservation land
is in Iron, Vilas and Oneida Counties. We are one of the Chippewa Tribes that have
reserve hunting, fishing and gathering rights within the Ceded Territories of Wisconsin,
Minnesota and Michigan (Treaties of 1836,1837,1842 and 1854). >

The Lac du Flambeau Tribe is a sovereign nation and there is a government-to-
government relationship that exists between the Tribe and the State of Wisconsin. If this
relationship is to be maintained and not deteriorated further we continue to demand
transparency and up-front communication/consultation from this committee, state
legislatures and the Governor.

The Lac du Flambeau Tribe and its membership, along with many other communities,
have seen the negative impacts of poor economic conditions in the region, State, and
across the country. The Tribe is challenged with the need to create jobs and economic
opportunities for its Tribal members, as it is a Constitutional duty of the Lac du Flambeau
Tribal Council to protect the health, security, and general welfare of the Tribe.

The Tribe understands that some of its neighboring communities are considering metallic
mining as a means to diversify their economies, and bring jobs to the region. Although
the Lac du Flambeau community is also in need of additional economic opportunities,
and the Tribe has many members that need jobs, we are adamantly opposed to the efforts
to begin metallic mining again. Historically, our Tribe has consistently opposed mining
and has affirmed this position by Tribal Resolution.

QOur Tribe has a culture that is closely tied to Mother Earth. We have historically
depended upon the resources of the land and water for subsistence hunting, fishing, and
gathering. The proposed mines in our region are located within the Tribe’s Treaty Ceded
Territories, and will have a direct negative impact on our ability to continue to practice
our inherit rights by removing important habitat. The Tribe also feels that the risks to the
environment associated with these metallic mining projects such as contamination and
degradation of lands and waters, and increased emissions of pollutants within the Tribe’s
airshed are a threat to the environmental security of the Tribe, With the livelihood of the
Tribe at stake, we feel that all governing bodies considering such mining projects or
legislation aimed to ease the permitting process of metallic mines consult directly with






the Lac du Flambeau Tribe, and carefully consider all environmental issues and concerns
that the Tribe raises.

Our Tribe depends largely on tourism for its local economy, as do the neighboring
communities of the region. According to a recent study conducted by the Wisconsin
Department of Tourism, the combined revenue brought to the counties of Ashland, Iron,
Oneida, and Vilas by tourism in 2010 was over 530 million dollars and provided over
fourteen thousand full-time jobs.! These revenues and employment far supersede the
economic impact that mining is expected to bring to our communities. We believe that
the local tourism industry would be severely threatened if natural areas in our region are
impacted by metallic mines.

The Lac du Flambeau Tribe does not support putting workers into jobs that pose safety
and health risks. If these proposed mining projects are to bring job opportunities to the
region and potentially to our Tribal members, we are very concerned about the risks
associated with these jobs, and we question if they are sustainable. Mining jobs are
known to disappear after the resources diminish or decrease in value, and communities
are left again without jobs, and without the resources to sustain their livelihood.

We cannot live without clean air, water and land. It is our responsibility to make sure we
protect these precious resources, not destroy them. We need to make sure our children
and grandchildren will have these resources in the future. We should not be short-sighted
in your approach to mining.

We are asking the members of this committee to fulfill their responsibility to protect our
health, welfare, and economic security by strengthening environmental protection, not
diminishing it.

On behalf of the Lac du Flambean Tribal Membership, I want to make this perfectly
clear, any industry that wants to do business in the State and in Indian Country must
develop in an environmentally safe and sustainable way, regardless of the financial
burden! The loss of clean air, water and land is a cost we cannot bear, now or in the
future.

The responsibility to consider the impact of our decisions on future generations lies upon
all of us.

We need to take a close look at what our “wants” and “needs” are today, and reflect on
how the decisions made today will affect our communities tomorrow and beyond.

Miigwitch

! “The Economic Impact of Expenditures By Travelers On Wisconsin - Calendar Year 20107, Wisconsin
Department of Tourism, David-Peterson Associates
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‘.',M:embers'ofthc‘-, | R S e
. Senate Committee on Workforce Development:,'Forestry;_ Mining and Revenue
- Assembly Committee on.Jobs, Economy and Mining B

. The Iron County Resource DeveldméﬁtASsobiation, Inc. has been involved in a variety

" of economic development projects and mining is certainly a priority for creating jobs and- - -~

" investment in Iron County and throughout Wisconsin. We see our iron ore TESOUICE as an- .
- opportunity to contribute to the important manufacturing industry in Wisconsin. . .

'~ We are not experts on environmental law nor are we scientists and won’t aftempt o~ -
* address specifics of mining laws. The specifics need to be addressed by regulators, the "~
' industry and yourself to see how this can work. We did read the legislative councils .~ e
" memo relating to Senate Bill 1 and we were not alarmed. Many in our area remember:and .
-experienced mining when there were no regulations, yet today, we se¢ that indusiry never .

" ruined anything. . ©

Trori County’s community leaders have spent thousands of hours researching and tatking -
" -with a variety of interests about the possibility of bringing the mining industry back to.
Wisconsin. We know the job potential; we understand the potential for other business .~
-~ growth and the opportunities this industry creates for our young people. SR

We have learned that mining today is much different than the mining indﬁstfy"that,'built s

- our area years ago. We know a variety of regulators keep a close eye on this industry and
weunderstand a 'small part of the landscape will change. We have learned that there are a

" pumber of ways to engineer a mine project which has helped the industry téduce_' its -
. environmental footprint. We found out extensive environmental studies need to take

- place before an application. for a permit can be submitted, and regulators work closely
~ with the industry as soon as these studies begin.We have learned from other mine ' -
. projects specifically in Ladysmith and Negaunee Michigan that all the bad stuff that some

" talk about reaily does not happen, and that other mine projects have been successfully

" reclaimed. We have learned that a mine project can impact businesses and job growth
- statewide. Just one equipment manufacturer in Milwaukee for example, does business .
* ‘with companies in 34 different counties.in Wisconsin.. . TR T R

Iron County Resource Deveiopment Association, Inc. is a non-stock, notwfoﬁ—prbfit 'ccjrpofation under the laws-of the State of Wis'c_onsin;.

© 100 Cary Road - P.O.Box 97  Hurley - Wl 54534 (715)561-4488 "Fax (715)561-3103 . -







We have also learned that in Wisconsin it is extremely difficult if not impossible for the
mining industry to do business due to requirements that are moving targets and reviews
that make projects cost prohibitive. Modernizing Wisconsin’s mining regulations will
encourage invesiments while utilizing today’s science and technology for 21% century
mining. We urge you to approve Senate Bill 1.

' Director
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This original plat map from 1857 shows the known ore bodies and the proposed town of
“Springdale” which was planned to be built around the development of the iron ore at
that time. This area is precisely the same area proposed for the G...TAC mine. Although
Springdale never materialized, the later town of Moore associated with the Moore mine,
also known as the Tyler Forks mine, was later developed. The Highway and Moore park
have been added to the map for reference. The development of this particular area for
Tron mining has been planned for over 150 years.






Top Picture: Mining Jobs of 1905
Rottom Pictures: Mining Jobs of Today






The Montreal River and Gile Flowage remain healthy and productive directly adjacent to the
stock piles of the old Montreal mine. With reclamation plans built directly into the mining
project, the vegetation will come back even quicker on new mining projects. Greater concern for
water quality will provide buffer zones along water features not seen in the past.






The Tyler Forks mine operated between 1887 and 1927 and is located next to Moore park,
directly on the site of the proposed new mine in Iron County. Mining this area is certainly not a
new idea, and it has been owned by mining companies for over 150 years for this very purpose.
Today’s environmental regulations ensure that the surrounding area will be protected.
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Senate Committee on Mining
Wisconsin State Capitol
Madison, W1 53707

Dear Commiilee,

The Iron County Forest consists of over 174,000 acres of forest land located mostly in the northern two
thirds of the county. The proposed iron mining project is directly adjacent to and surrounded by county
forest within Iron County. Furthermore, upon approval of a withdrawal from county forest, iron County
will be leasing approximately 3300 acres of forest land to Gogebic Taconite in order to aliow a disposal
area for the early mining operations. Needless to say, the iron County Forestry Department will be very
much involved with both the environmental impact and the reclamation plans during the permitting
process.

This department understands the need for responsible use of our natural resources. That [s, after ali,
what we do every day. Forestry and mining have always been the main economic drivers in fron Couaty.
Currently, however, there is no mining. Modern, responsible mining legislation is neaded in Wisconsin
so that projects such as the proposed mine in our county can move forward.

Si cep‘ely,
/
loe Vairus

iron County Forest Administrator
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Thank you for allowing me to speak regarding ferrousmnmeg.

My name is Leslie Kolesar. I am the chairwoman of the Iron County Local Impact
Committee, a member of the Wisconsin Mining Association and a charter member
of the Bad River Watershed Association. The views expressed here are my own
and not necessarily those of any organization or committee I'm affiliated with.

I am blessed to have a trout stream on my property. So I understand the importance
of the Public Trust Doctrine in protecting our waterways not only for commerce
but also for fishing and recreation. The creek on my property not only supports
native brook trout, but the waterway and surrounding wetlands support otters,
beavers, muskrats, deer, coyotes, bears, an occasional wolf and all sorts of other

flora and fauna. Any reasonable person can recognize the importance of protecting
this.

However, the interpretation of the Public Trust Doctrine has become too broad. I
have submitted, along with my testimony, a picture of my son and me canoeing in
our back yard during spring run-off. Because my yard can float a canoe for 4 to 13
consecutive days of the year, it is considered a navigable waterway, not owned by
me but by the people of the State of Wisconsin.

Now, just as any reasonable person can see the value n the trout stream, any
reasonable person can also see that the spring flooding in my backyard has no
value for habitat, fishing, commerce or recreation unless you’re an 8-year-old boy
wearing rubber boots. What reasonable people would call puddles are now being
called navigable waterways by others who are trying to stop mining and
development in the Northwoods.

The standards governing impacts to navigable waterways in SB 1 are essentially
the same as those used for public utility projects. And the Public Trust Doctrine
states that any degree of impairment must be weighed against the public good. The
DNR may impose permit conditions to make sure standards are met. The offsets in
the Bill are consistent with federal law. Any impacts to small navigable waterways
under the Bill must be permitted by the DNR and mitigated.

Reasonable people know the difference between lakes and puddles, streams and
run-off, ponds and ditches. Let’s use common sense when interpreting the Public
Trust Doctrine.

LQ,S\‘\Q/ KO‘(LSOM
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Jenni Kallas
504 Division Street
Hurley, W1 54534

January 23, 2013

Members of the Senate Committee on Workforce Development, Forestry, Mining and Revenue Assembly
Committee on Jobs, Economy and Mining,

I don’t want to leave Iron County. I don’t want to leave Wisconsin. Unfortunately, if our economy here in
Iron County doesn’t turn around soon, my family will have no choice. In looking at the big picture, the
only legitimate chance we have of that is if we are allowed to mine. My family needs you to make sure
that can happen. We beg you! We are not above begging you to help us create a life that is more than
trying to live paycheck to paycheck, looking at a zero balance in our bank account, cashing in change to
go to the grocery store or deciding which is more important to pay this week.... health insurance or
heating bilis.

We are a family of five with both parents working and still considered low income, do not live beyond
our means and want to stay in our beautiful community, yet we feel like we are in fight or flight mode.
Our oldest daughter is attending college in Central Wisconsin, but has no desire to retwmn to her
hometown once she has her degree. Our youngest daughter, a junior in high school, can’t wait to leave
after her senior year, She also has no desire to return once she has graduated college. Our son, a seventh
grader, may have no choice when it comes to graduating high school with the friends he has known all his
life. There is a very real possibility of him inaking new friends in North Dakota, where our family will
have a better quality of life. Like many others in the community, we are tired of watching our children
leave and not looking back!

Every year, my husband, who worked in a mine years ago, gets laid off for several months. Which
obviously makes budgeting even harder. Last year he was taid off for eight months and it nearly ripped
our family apart. With the creation of good paying mining jobs that could be offered, we would have a
better quality of life and hopefully our children would want to return someday.

There has been some concern about water quality if mining is allowed. Let me say, all the mining that
was done years ago, and with much less standards, has not harmed our water today. We swim, drink and
fish from waters that flow at the foot of old mining hills. T am a mother whose children mean the world to
me, why would I want a mine if I felt it was going to harm my children in any way?

Please give us a chance to live, please let us mine!
Thank You

Jenni Kallas
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January 23, 2013

My name is Michael Saari, Iron County Clerk and | wish to make my feelings known as why |
believe a mining project in Iron and Ashland County will be a positive thing for the future of our
area.

Iron County’s equalized valuation for 2012 has decreased $103,000,000.00 since 2009 and now
stands at $915,672,500.00. Gogebic Taconite has said that they will invest over one billion
doliars on this project, more than our total equalized valuation.

| am responsible for producing the annual budget for iron County and it is becoming more
difficult to balance the county budget every year with increased costs and a frozen tax levy.
Increases to the levy through construction are very limited in Iron County because of our
financial situation. Our logging and tourism industries do not produce a lot of new
construction,

fron County’s population has declined since the 1940 census, from 10,040 to 5,916 in 2010.
Every year after high school graduation Iron County loses the best and brightest students to
college and jobs out of the area with no hope on ever returning to live here and raise families of
their own.

iron County really needs the mine and all the other jobs created by spin off industries to
strengthen our area into the future.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

7 [aate

Michael Saari
iron County Clerk
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Opposition to SB 1 Tuesday, January 22, 2013 11:39 AM

From: "Randy Lyn Oconnell” <rolokm@sbcglobal.net>
Teo: rolokm@sbcglobal.net

C"é‘-*—l".

As an avid fisherman,camper kayaker,and environmentalist,i am adamantly opposed to the

passage of this mining bill.

There is no question that there is a need for economic opportunity in this part of the

state.However,| have serious issues with how you intend to go about it.

it appears to me that this is an attempt to further marginalize the people of Wisconsin.

Marginalize us in terms of having no voice in the process.Marginalize us by how you are

ignoring our environmental heritage. Marginalize the people of Wisconsin by acting with no

regard for the inevitable and irresponsible damage that will be caused to our water

resources.

The market value of iron ore is down considerably (30% the last time | looked).l see this as

an effort by outside interests to place a foot into our state to seek profit. Profit at the expense

of the citizens of Wisconsin.

When the "job creators” tout the many jObS that will come with this, 1 have to seriously

doubt them.

How do you have tHe necessary skilled positions in place when our state has made

RECORD cuts to education? | see jobs like "Joe's Sandwich Wagon" and other tertiary

positions being filled by Wlsconsm citizens. Under this scenario | do not see those"famlly

supporting” positions.

*This bill is 206 pages of flawed,extreme,and one-SIded proposals". An example being the

mitigation process. Do you really think that by tainting a valuable water resource in the

proposed area that it can be corrected by putting in a boat ramp in Kenosha,for example?As

ridiculous as this sounds, based on the proposed mitigation policy it could work out that way.
'} am appealing to two newly elected officials in my area to be more than a rubber stamp vote

for their party. | am requesting that they not allow their relative inexperience on such matters

to pollute their judgement.

in conclusion, thank you for this opportunity to express my opposition to this bill. Consider

blparttsanshlp over profit and what it may do for you.

Sincerely,

Randy O'Conneli
Omro,WiI
414.460.1214

http://us . mc1847 mail.yahoo.com/mc/showMessage?sMid=0&filterBy=&.r...  1/22/2013






Open Letter to Governor Scott Walker regarding AB 426

Govemor Scott Walker,

You are the leading voice of a Republican party that seems dead set on
destroying the pristine beauty of northern Wisconsin in the name of “jobs”.
You are promoting the mine even though the jobs are not sustainable and
will vanish in less than one persons lifetime. However, the damage this
mine would cause will exist for generations.

Governor Walker, you have told us that this mining bill is great for
Wisconsin. You have stated that it will protect our water resources and
keep our air ciean while providing needed jobs. Because of what you have
told the people of Wisconsin... | am asking you and ali of your supporters to
“PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR MOUTH IS”. If you truly believe that
the points which | am about to state are not true, then | ask you to draw up
a “PLEDGE TO THE PEOPLE OF WISCONSIN". State in your pledge that
you will donate 90 percent of your net worth to the people in Northern
Wisconsin to assist them in cleaning up any environmental damage to the
rivers, lakes, groundwater, or air quality that are a result of the open pit
~_mining operations.

Governor Walker, neither you or your supporters should have any

. reservations about signing such a pledge. it would show all citizens of
Wisconsin, who oppose the bill, that you are committed to protecting
Wisconsin natural resources.

With that said... | personally am opposed to the Open Pit Mining Bill AB 426
because there are major flaws in it that will be detrimental to the
environment of Northern Wisconsin and in the long run to the people who
live there. This bill rolls back common sense environmental protections
listed below:

1. Allows mining corporations to dump toxic mine wastes into sensitive
wetlands and floodplains. (p. 23)






2. Allows mining corporations to draw down water levels from rivers, lakes,
streams and groundwater. (p. 31-33)

4. Allows iron mining law to supersede all other environmental regulations
(p. 18)

5. Allows DNR to provide an exemption for a mining corporation from any
requirements it sees fit. (p.15)

6. Takes science and accurate information out of decision making, giving
mining companies free rein to provide only the information they choose
to provide.

Each new rollback in this bill is a gift to out-of-state mining companies and
a detrimental loss of rights and opportunities for Wisconsin citizens. Our
outdoor traditions, our tourism industry, and the health of our communities
all depend on clean and plentiful water.

The people of Wisconsin await your PLEDGE.

Zzt
‘;\

(00 s

Jerry an oan Zwi
2576 Hillside Heights Driv
Green Bay, Wi 54311
920-465-3637
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ALLIANC E Lor“{ Corr}pas, E}xecut}ve Dlre'ctor, Wisconsin Business Alliance
Lori@WisconsinBusinessAlliance.com / 920-397-9749

As supporters of safe and sensible mining, we find serious flaws with AB1 / SB1:

« The bill does nothing to guarantee that jobs will be created for Wisconsinites.

« The bill opens the entire state to mining and plays favorites by placing the needs of the
mining industry above every other economic sector.

«  The bill forces our businesses to subsidize mining companies’ profits.

« Thebill does nothing to mitigate the boom-and-bust cycle that Wisconsin has already
experienced during the early days of the timber industry and earlier mining enterprises.

« The bill exposes taxpayers to costly lawsuits.

Mining companies should prove they’ll create good jobs for Wisconsinites.

The word “jobs” does not appear in the Legislative Council’s summary of the bill, and the word “jobs”
appears only once in the bill itself. Since mines typically draw upon skilled labor from an itinerant
workforce, the bill should require permit applications to describe, in detail, how many local jobs will be
created at a particular mine, what the work will entail, and what the pay scale will be.

The permitting process should balance the mining industry with other sectors.
While discussions surrounding this bill have been focused on an iron mine in the Penokee Hills,

the bill actually opens up the entire state to mining activity with little oversight or regulation.
Businesses statewide — particularly those businesses involved with agriculture, tourism, and outdoor

recreation — rely on common-sense safeguards for our soil, air, and water. Deregulating the mining
industry to the detriment of other sectors is short-sighted and counter-productive.

Our businesses should not be forced to subsidize mining companies’ profits.
This bill does not require mining companies to protect or restore soil, air quality, groundwater, or
surface water: it only requires companies to be “committed” to conducting mining activities in
accordance with their permits. ft allows mining companies to profit and then push cleanup costs onto
taxpayers — including our businesses.

Mining should be the first step in a long-term economic development program.
Wisconsin has already endured the boom-and-bust cycle of the timber industry and earlier mining
enterprises, and a responsible mining bill will prevent that cycle from repeating. The bill should be
modified to require mining companies to help improve the economic resilience of affected communities.

5. The bill should align with federal and tribal law.
Our state has enough financial troubles; we don't need to pile on costly court expenses. It’s a waste of
time and taxpayer money to passa bill that’s out of compliance with federal and tribal law.

We oppose AB1 / SB1as it stands and we offer our assistance in crafting a more
thorough version of this bill.

www.WisconsinBusinessAlliance.com MADISON FORT ATKINSON
@WwiBizAlliance 612 West Main Street, Suite 200 326 Garfield Street
A88-899-9754 Madison, Wl 53703 Fort Atkinson, Wi 53538
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Resolution #3 of Wolf River Area Patriots, New London Wisconisn
Resolution on Wisconsin Mining Regulation Reform

Whereas the State of Wisconsin is in need of jobs, and has some good potential for iron
production in several northern counties,

Whereas the State of Wisconsin's mining regulations are cumbersome and can take much time
for permits to be issued

Whereas the laws can be steam-lined and made more customer-friendly without compromising
environmental concerns

Be it resolved that the Wolf River Area Patriots (WRAP}:
1) Supports the mining reform bill curre ntly in the Wisconsin legislature.

2) Encourages our local State Representatives and State Senators to support this
legislation.

The above resolutions were passed, unanimously, at the regular meeting of the Wolf River Area
Patriots (WRAP onJanuary 22, 2013

ﬁ% [=22-/3

Secretary, Wolf River Area Patriots (A TEA Party Organization







CITY OF MONTREAL

IRON COUNTY
54 WISCONSIN AVENUE
MONTREAL, WISCONSIN 54550
Clerk: (715) 561-4955 « Shop: (715) 561-4957 » Fax: (713) 561-4964
“The City Beautiful - Your Four Season Recreational Center”

I am Mitch Koski, Mayor of the City of Montreal and also a Iron County Board of Supervisors
representative for District 6.

I would like to thank the committees for introducing this new legislation regarding ferrous
mining in the State of Wisconsin.

I would like to speak today about the City of Montreal. The city of Montreal has a long history
of mining. Montreal was established in the year of 1924 having been built around the Montreal
Mine. The Montreal Mining Co. constructed many of the new “white” mining homes for the
workers to live in. These homes range from 2 and 3 story homes for the “captains and foreman”
to smaller single story bungalows for the workers. Many of these houses are still standing and
have been included in the National Register of Historic Places under the name of The Montreal
Company Location Historic District.

This mining company installed the streets, water and sewer systems throughout this 2.24
square mile city, that were needed to serve these households. This infrastructure was built to
service a 1940 population of 1699 people. This infrastructure is still in place and serves a
dramaticaily reduced population of 803, as per the most recent 2010 census.

In recent years the City of Montreal has added four housing developments. These
developments added six to ten new homes in each of these development areas. Montreal also has
been providing the Town of Pence with their water and sewer needs. Pence has a 2010 census
population of 163 residents. This is approximately 60% lower than the 1940 population census of
454, The City of Hurley, to the east of Montreal, purchases approximately 20% of their water
needs from Montreal. Hurley currently has a population of 1647, as per the 2010 census.

During the past year and half that the Mining Issue has been addressed there have been many
rumors and comments made regarding the towns and cities of the affected area. Many of these
comments and rumors stated that these communities would be greatly affected due to an influx of
population. “These communities will have major expenses in expanding their infrastructures, due
to the growth” is the most commonly heard.

I would like to go on record as stating that the City of Montreal should not be greatly affected
by the additional growth that may come. As a matter of fact we would welcome the addition of
people coming to our city. As I have stated above, we are currently using and maintaining an
infrastructure that was built for a population that was double of what is here now.

Thank You
Mayor Mitch Koski
(/‘-;Z;é') Mb
ity of Montreal
“The City Beautiful”






Print Page 1 of 1

Subject: Request To Speak At Hearings Tomorrow, Wednesday, Jan. 23rd, 2013.
From: Dave Mailen {dmailen@yahoo.com)
To: Rep WilliamsM@iegis.wisconsin.gov; Sen.Tiffany@legis.wigov, Sen.Lehman@legis.wisconsin.gov:

Date: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 1:34 PM

Dear Senators and Representative!

I am formally requesting that the added Specific of my notes | am including below on the
effects of Strip Mining and open pit mining as being proposed by Governor Walker and
his constituent lobbyists, be admitted as testimony at the hearings tomorrow at the
Capitol Building.

My area of expertise is on the harmful effects that heavy minerais and chemicals have on
the composition of soils, minerals, and substrata, and the water tables, rivers, streams,
and aquifers surrounding the proposed areas under discussion for mining operations in
Northern Wisconsin, coming from-a background as a U.S. ARMY trained Chemical,
Biological, and Nuclear Decontamination Specialist serving from 1979 to 1984, both here
in the United States, as well as over in South Korea on or near the demilitarized Zone
between North and South Korea.

The relevance of my testimony on the effects that mining will have to the environment is
that as a decon specialist, we are trained to understand the composition of soils,
minerals, and substrata to be able to determine the best ways possibie to remove
harmful military type chemicals, and biologicals from the environment to effectively
remove any and all contamination for the safety of all wildlife and civilian populations.

As part of my training at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Maryland in 1979, | had fo study
what all types of harmful chemicals like chlorine, benzines, dangerous solvents, etc. as
well as non native heavy mineral compounds do to the natural environment, and how
best to avoid them or remove them. For these reasons, | believe that my testimony on the
harmful effects that cyanide heap leaching, exposing levels of harmful mercury, and
exposed iron, manganese, and suspended solids tailings will have on Wisconsin's
waterways and agriculture economy is not only reasonable, and informative, but
necessary. | will need appropriate minutes to inform the public of the effects as noted
below in my script.

Thank you.

Sincerely, Hallis Mailen

http://us-mg6.mail.vahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=746ha544faqtl 1/22/2013






Iron County Exmergency Management
Pirector » Stacy Ofstad
200 Taconite Streetf - Suite 226  Hurley, Wil 54534
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As the iron County Emergency Management Director and Fire Chief for the
Saxon/Gurney Vol. Fire Department, | see firsthand what the lack of jobs is
doing to hinder all emergency services in northern Wisconsin.

Without quality jobs, the young people have to move out of the area. Our area
is seriously lacking people to volunteer for the Local Fire and EMS services.
There is also a large void with Volunteerism with a lot of the area civic
organizations. In the event of a major event or disaster, volunteers play a large
role in the recovery process.

if Michigan and Minnesota can have responsible mining why not Wisconsini!

| urge you to pass a responsible mining bill that can bring mining jobs back to
Wisconsin. | have many friends and family members that work and have worked
in the mining industry in Nevada, Minnesota and Michigan. It was a shame that
these people had to leave the area due to lack of jobs.

The DNR and the EPA can do the job of regulation and enforcement, not the
politicians.

It is up to you to help rebuild northern Wisconsin.

Stacy Ofstad

Director, iron County Emergency Management
Chief, Saxon/Gurney Vol. Fire Department
715-561-3266 Office

715-562-0165 Cell

sofstad @ironcountywi.org
saxongurneyfd@centurytel.net







January 23, 2013

Testimony of Jessica Roulette on pending SB1/AB1

f am a city person. |was born and raised in the City of Milwaukee, and my husband and { are raising our
now 9-year-old son in Milwaukee. My most treasured memories of my childhood family vacations are of
time spent in State of Wisconsin campgrounds. My family has modest means, and we do not own land
in northern Wisconsin. Nonetheless, the ability to spend a week up north, falling to steep to the call of
loons, fishing from our canoe while eagles soar overhead are part of an experience | am so grateful to be
able to offer my city-raised son. We spend at least a week each summer, camping in the Northern
Highlands American Legion State Forest. We pump our water from the hand-operated well. i carry the
gray water (water left from washing and rinsing our dishes} up to the pit toilets to dump it in a way that
poses the least risk to the beautiful water we are blessed enough to camp near each year. am so
worried that by rushing through $81/AB1, which will change our existing state law in drastic and
negative ways, my son will lose this opportunity to experience the beauty and wonder of the natural
world.

when he was 5, he was catching tadpoles and minnows for hours. When he was 6, he practiced keeping
his face underwater until he had mastered it. When he was 7, he was baiting his own hook, and we ate
the fish he caught for dinner after cooking them over a campfire. This summer, at age 8, he played pick
up basebal! and swam and played games in the lake for hours with other kids at the campground. |
cannot adequately convey to you in three minutes the opportunity the annual camping getaway offers
our son for personal development and education about the natura! worid. We talk about so many
interesting and important things when we camp.

The iake we camp on has been steadily lower each year we return. This summer we watched fishing
enthusiasts struggle to Jaunch their boats from the launch without damaging their boats, trailers or
trucks. |sincerely fear the resuits if a mining company decides to pull water from “our” lake under the
legislation you are considering passing here today.

It is wrong to have legislation that removes both the right of citizen suits and the opportunity 1o
challenge scientific evidence presented by the mining companies’ paid scientists at administrative
agencies.

{ am not a mining expert. | do not know that any legislator on the 1omEEeence Committee is either. it
is unconscionable that Wisconsin would prohibit an inguiry to ascertain scientific, reliable facts before
permitting a process that can cause irreparable harm to our water and tand. When we ignore science,
we do so at our peril. Enabling a permitting process that compels deliberate ignorance is not worthy of
our state and your constituents.






Certainty is something that the citizens of Wisconsin deserve at least as much as out-of-state mining
companies. Citizens of Wisconsin are entitled to clean air, land and water, if any company wishes to
operate a potential source of contaminants, that company should have to comply with current laws.
Please do not take this drastic step, undercutting our existing certainty that up North is a pristine area
with clean water for future generations.

Tailings are a gift that keeps on giving for generations. 1 am very concerned that hastily written and il
considered legislation will have ramifications we cannot bear for our state. When | explained what a
tailings pile is to our son, he could not believe that we would intentionally create giant mountains of
poison which will leak into our earth and our water for years to come. The ore is not going anywhere,
We can wait to mine for it until technology offers a mining process that does not require mountains of
poison to be left behind.

1 do not understand what is going on in Madison. The process that pending legisiation is going through
confuses and disappoints me. It is not our tradition or our values to jump into things, especially when
our natural resources are at stake. | have friends with whom | only agree about the Packers and our love
of up North, and they are just as concerned about the toxic atmosphere in Madison as lam. | am
pleading with you to take your responsibility as a steward of our state's future seriously. The long
Jasting effects of this legislation would be devastating. Just because you can pass fegislation doesn't
mean you should. | respectfully ask you not to pass this bill.

Sincerely, M
A
ssica Roulette
2939 N. 46th Street
Milwaukee, W1 53210-1727
414-442-0190






Tadpole hunting

Family canoe trip






Fishing for dinner

Canoe beached at our campsite






Happy campert







To: Assembly Committee on Jobs, Economy, and Mining and Senate Committee on Workforce
Development, Forestry, Mining, and Revenue

From: Linea Sundstrom, Ph.D., 1320 E. Lake Bluff Blvd, Milwaukee, WI 53211

Re: Assembly Bill 1 and Senate Bill 1

Date: January 23, 2013

This legislature is faced with a decision that will affect our state’s wellbeing for
generﬁtions to come. Like many decisions, this one comes down to balancing costs and benefits.
Unfortunately, no independent and thorough cost-benefit analysis is yet available to aid in
making the decision about whether to modify our laws so that the Cline Mining Corporation of
Florida can undertake a massive taconite mining operation in Wisconsin’s Penokee Range.

To my thinking, this lack of independent analysis is the fast track toa regrettable
decision—somewhat akin to, but potentially more devastating than, the Wisconsin Economic
Development Corporation’s failure to vet the businesses to whom they loaned state moneys and
to keep accounts of the money they disbursed.’

The only economic study associated with this project was commissioned by Gogebic
Taconite (G-Tac).” It is not surprising that it paints a rosy picture. What is surprising is that
Wisconsin legislators have not demanded a more balanced analysis. I am testifying today simply
to raise questions about the economic benefits of the proposed mine, in hopes of generating a
more realistic discussion. You need a cost-benefit analysis, not a benefit-benefit analysis.’ You
need to stop pulling jobs and tax revenue numbers out of thin air.

To begin, it seems important to state the choice clearly. First, Wisconsin is not today

choosing between mining versus no mining. The choice is whether to allow this particular mine

1 pfilwaukee Journal-Sentinel (hereafter, MJS), Oct. 24, 2012; MJS, Oct. 18, 2012; Office of Wisconsin State
Senator Julie Lassa, press release, Dec. 25, 2012; The Business Journal, Dec. 18, 2012.

2 The Economic Impact of the Gogebic Taconite Mine, reported commissioned by Gogebic Taconite, Northstar
Economics, Inc., April 5, 2011, no address provided in document.

3 The Economic Anomaly of Mining—Great Wealth, High Wages, Declining Communities, by Thomas Michael
Power, New Mexico Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources, 2005, Socorro, NM; Lost Landscapes and Failed
Economies: The Search for a Value of Place, by Thomas Michael Power, 1996, Island Press, Washington, DC.






as part of Wisconsin’s mix of business enterprises. We don’t need to pretend that this bill is
about énythjng other than the proposed G-Tac mine. G-Tac lawyers wrote most of the bill before
you today, and it is therefore specific to the mining and milling operations from which that
company and its parent corporation hope to profit. It is a decision about what sorts of economic
development are best for those counties and the state as a whole. It is a decision about whether to
exempt one pfop'osed mine (or “ferrous mineral mining,” if you prefer) from established
Wisconsin law, and, if so, whether that exemption will benefit or harm the state. Wisconsin can
say no to this mine without saying no to all mining. Second, the choice is not between economic
development in Ashland and Iron counties or no economic development there; between jobs or
no jobs. The choice is between large-scale strip mining and other kinds of economic
development, such as tourism.

The G-Tac-funded economic analysis asserts that the proposed mine will create 600
direct jobs and a larger number of indirect jobs. Unquestionably, Wisconsin needs jobs. Our state
is seriously lagging the US in economic recovery (Figure 1). We also lag all surrounding states.
Minnesota now has more jobs than Wisconsin, despite having 384,000 fewer people. Had we
followed the national trend in economic recovery, we should have 42,000 more private sector
jobs, rather than a mere 9000. But our stagnant jobs picture is not the result of the mining
industry being overregulated. The recovery has been poor across all industries in Wisconsin,
which is most logically attributed to statewide policies of the current administration, rather than

overregulation of any particular industry.
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Figure 1. Wisconsin private sector job growth as compared with US, January 201 1-December
2012- US Bureau of Labor Statistics data, revised January 2013.

The projected 600 directjobs figure in the G-Tact study is based on two questionable
assumptions. I won’t address the indirect--call them unicorns-and-rainbows--jobs, because any
conclusions in that regard rest on the direct jobs figure. Proj ected tax revenues rest on both jobs
estimates, and thus are even more ephemeral.* The first questionable assumption of the G-Tac
study is that the proposed taconite operation is somehow immune from market trends. Metals
markets are highly volatile. Economic downturns greatly reduce demand for steel. The opening
of new mines overseas with lower operating costs or new extraction technologies can produce a
olut of iron. Machines increasingly replace workers (Figure 2). More recycling facilities with

more efficient technologies are also driving down the market for new iron. These are not

* Projected tax revenue projections further assume that tax laws will not be changed by this or further legislatures in
ways that reduce tax liability. For example, Gov. Walker has called for repeal of combined reporting for
corporations, which would reduce Gogebic’s tax liability by a significant, but unknown amount. See “Wisconsin’s
Cheesy Tax Cuts,” by Lee Sheappard, Forbes, February 15, 2011.






hypotheticals: the taconite industry in Michigan and Minnesota laid off more workers last

November than the Gogebic mine is expected to hire in a year.

The Impact of Labor-Displacing Technology on Minnesota Iron Mining Jobs
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Figure 2. Impact of labor-displacing technology in iron mining in Minnesota, 1910-201 0’
Boom-bust cycles are a major factor in the failure of most mining towns in the USA to
achieve and maintain economic prosperity (Figure 3). When the market is booming, these towns
experience price inflation, especially in housing costs, Workers are reluctant or unable to
purchase houses on the up side of the cycle, because they fear a collapse of the local housing
market when market demand deflates. G-Tac promoters state that the proposed mine will provide

jobs “for generations” to come. In fact, with a projected operating life of 35 years, the jobs will

actually be there for not more than one and a half generations. Then what? Workers leave. The

5 Table reproduced from “A More Holistic Economic Evaluation of Mining: Considering Benefits and Costs,” by
Thomas Michael Power, University of Montana and Power Consulting, presentation at Understanding the Impact of
Mining in the Western Lake Superior Region, US Geological Survey workshop, Bad River Reservation, Wisconsin, .
Sept. 12-14, 2011.






local housing market collapses. Houses are abandoned. The direct jobs and the unicoms-and-

rainbows jobs disappear.

Economic Vitality in Mining Dependent Counties

Rafios of Growh in mdicators of Economic Vitality
Growth in Mining Dependent/Growth in Non-Mining Dependent

1080-1990 1990-2000 2001-2008 1980-2008
Personal Income 5.59 0.82 1.09 0.76
Population -0.85 0.50 0.865 0.17
Per Capita Income 0.72 0.85 1.13 0.83
Earnings 0.41 0.69 1.13 0.54
Tevel of Por Capita Income: Mining Dependent and Non-Mining Dependent Counties
1980 1990 2000 2008
Mining-Dependent $8,390 $13.754 $20.008 $30,240
Non-Mining Dependent $10,201 $19,622 . $29,548 $33,191
Difference _.......J$1 811 -$5,868 -$2,449 -$2,951
Source: US Dept. Comm.. BEA, REIS Local Area Income, and authot's calculations.

“Mining Dependent” = 20% or mare of labor earnings are from mining (exciuding
oil and gas from “mining")

Figure 3. Economic vitality of mining-dependent communities by decade, | 980-2008.°
Regarding claims of “thousands” of manufacturing jobs resulting from this mine, I again
quesﬁon the assumptions behind the statements. The first questionable assumption is that the
Gogebic mine would lead to an increase in manufacturing jobs. The world market for iron—-and
the demaﬁd for mining equipment linked to the demand for new iron—will go up or down with
or without the presence of the Gogebic mine in Wisconsin. If world demand is high, Bucyrus
Caterpillar will be able to hire more workers to make equipment to sell to mining companies. If
world demand is low, Bucyrus Caterpillar will adjust by laying off workers. The presence of one

more taconite operation will not affect overall demand for equipment. The second questionable

¢ Table reproduced from *“A More Holistic Economic Evaluation of Mining; Considering Benefits and Costs,” by
Thomas Michael Power, University of Montana and Power Consulting, presentation at Understanding the Impact of
Mining in the Western Lake Superior Region, US Geological Survey wor