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DATE: February 10, 2022

RE: Testimony on Assembly Bill 404

TO: The Assembly Transportation Committee
FROM: State Representative Travis Tranel

Thank you, Chairman Plumer and members of the committee, for listening to my testimony on
Assembly Bill 404 (AB 404) today.

The village of Cassville has experienced many challenges over the past decade due to the closure of
two power plants in the community. Nearly 100 family-sustaining jobs were lost as a result. Senator
Marklein and | have tried to help the community deal with this major loss during our time in office.

Over the past several years, a dedicated group of Cassville residents have passionately worked to
build support for a bridge spanning the Mississippi River at Cassville. They strongly believe building
a bridge at this location would benefit the region’s economy, schools, and employers.

Reasons cited for building a bridge at this location include:

e From the Twin Cities to the Quad Cities, there is a bridge crossing over the Mississippi River
every 30-40 miles, except at Cassville. This 60 mile gap, between Prairie du Chien, Wl and
Dubuque, IA, is the longest along the Upper Mississippi River.

e Travel time between communities in Grant County, Wl and Dubuque/Clayton County, IA
would be reduced, allowing constituents to work in Dubuque yet raise families in Cassville.

e Improved infrastructure would reduce costs and delivery times for Ag, manufacturing, and
timber products.

AB 404 directs the Department of Transportation to enter into an agreement with the state of lowa
to explore the economic impact and feasibility of constructing a bridge that crosses the Mississippi
River at Cassville. Each state would equally share the cost of the study.

A report regarding the study’s findings would then be submitted to the legislature for review. This
data would provide policymakers in both states with the information needed to determine if a
bridge at Cassville is economically viable.

Thank you for taking the time to hear AB 404 and we hope you will consider supporting this
legislation.
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Thank you Chairman Plumer and committee members for hearing Assembly Bill (AB) 404,
which would require the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (DOT) to fund a feasibility
study of constructing a bridge across the Mississippi river between the Village of Cassville in
Grant County and the State of Iowa.

AB 404 requires an agreement with the state of Iowa for a similar investment in this project.
Before performing the study, DOT must enter an agreement with the state of lowa regarding the
funding of the study. Under the agreement, DOT may not spend more than $1,000,000 and may
not cover more than 50 percent of the cost of the study.

Cassville has been economically devastated by the closure of both the Nelson Dewey Generating
Station and E.J. Stoneman Generating Station. The decommissioning of the plants resulted in the
loss of close to 100 jobs. Population in the village of 1,300 residents declined by over 350
people.

Grant County is located in the southwestern corner of our state, and is the 9™ largest county in
Wisconsin by land area. The western border of the county is the mighty Mississippi River with
60-70 miles of river frontage. The nearest bridges to cross the Mississippi are located in Prairie
du Chien and Dubuque, Iowa. Along the upper Mississippi (Quad Cities to the Twin Cities),
most bridges over the river are spaced 30-40 miles apart. However, the gap between the bridges
at Prairie du Chien and Dubuque is about 60 miles.

Cassville is located at the midway point between the two bridges, and would be a logical location
for a crossing. Currently, the only option to cross the river at Cassville is a seasonal car ferry.

According to the USDA Census of Agriculture, Grant County is the 3™ leading corn-producing
county, and the 5% highest soybean-producing county in Wisconsin. A bridge in Cassville would
provide opportunities for freight traffic to avoid the congestion in Dubuque, reduce the impact on
U.S. Highway 151, and create economic development opportunities in the area.

Thank you again to the committee for hearing this proposal, and your timely action on the bill.
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Lance J. Wa msley Co-founder, Badger-Hawkeye Bridge Coalition

8590 County Road U 608.778.5667
Cassville, WI 53806 lancewamsley@gmail.com
To: Assembly Committee on Transportation

From: Lance Wamsley, Co-founder, Badger-Hawkeye Bridge Coalition

Date: February 10, 2022 ,

Subject: AB 404, Relating to: feasibility study for a highway bridge over the Mississippi River at the village of

Cassville in Grant County.
Dear Assembly Committee on Transportation:

I proudly support Assembly Bill 404 relating to a feasibility study for a highway bridge over the Mississippi River at
the village of Cassville in Grant County. I am a long-time resident of Grant County and the Cassville area, having
grown up there during my formative years and throughout middie school and high school, and then returning to the
area nearly a decade ago to raise my family. Unfortunately, this area since became a shadow of its former self
upon my return. Cassville, and much of western Grant County, have been dealt a tough blow economically over the
past decade, following the closure of the village’s two power plants in 2015, after approximately 60 years and
employing around 100 people on any given day. This is the equivalent of over 10% of the village’s current
population being put out of work. Combine that with the demise of small family farms across southwest Wisconsin,
and we have a recipe for economic hardship that has rippled to other nearby communities in western Grant County
such as Bloomington, Potosi, and Lancaster.

Now that jobs have disappeared and the existing workforce is dwindling, few businesses want to start or relocate to
the Cassville area, all of which ultimately stems from the lack of adequate highway infrastructure. Cassville sits on
a 60-mile stretch of bridgeless water, in a very lightly traveled corner of Grant County. The nearest Mississippi
River crossings are located 30 miles downriver at Dubuque or 30 miles upriver at Prairie du Chien. This is the
longest stretch of bridgeless river frontage you will find on the Upper Mississippi River between Minneapolis, MN
and Moline, IL, by over 15 miles. Typically, bridges are found on the Upper Mississippi River every 30-40 miles.
The lack of a river crossing at Cassville means residents must travel a minimum of 25 minutes to find sustainable
and suitable employment, gain access to services, and fulfill basic needs. The addition of a bridge would reduce
travel time for those things to 10 minutes. As a result, few families want to take on that challenge, and the impact
is evident. Cassville’s population has fallen from 947 in 2010 to 777 in 2020. In fact, the village’s population has
dropped nearly 50% since 1970. The number of students enrolied in the Cassville School District has fallen to less
than 190, which is less than half the size the student body was just 25 years ago in the 1996-97 school year.

The attempt to build a bridge at Cassville is nothing new. U.S. Congress authorized three separate Acts for
construction of a bridge in 1928, 1939, and 1941. Each time one of those Acts was authorized, a major global
catastrophe unfolded- the Great Depression, the beginning of World War II, and the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Each
of these events tabled efforts to construct a bridge. A bill to build a bridge even passed the Wisconsin Legislature
in 1935. Then, in the 1960s, a Wisconsin Division of Highway survey recommended a bridge be built at Cassville by
the 1980s. As recent as 2017, a group in eastern Iowa known as the East Central Intergovernmental Association
concluded the lack of bridges across the Mississippi River creates several challenges with the movement of freight in
the region.

A bridge at Cassville would connect Wisconsin 81 and Wisconsin 133 with U.S. Highway 52 just 5 miles to the west
at Cassville, putting Cassville within 20 miles of four-lane U.S. Highway 20 which is a thoroughfare that stretches
across Iowa, from Sioux City in the west to Dubuque in the east. Dubuque is the economic hub of the tri-state
region of Iowa, Wisconsin, and Illinois. Dubuque is growing westward along U.S. 20, which incidentally, means
Dubuque’s economic expansion is moving closer to Cassville and western Grant County geographically as the crow
flies, but it is moving farther away when traveling existing roads and bridges to get there.

This proposed bridge would serve 150,000 residents in the neighboring three-county area, which is considerably
higher than the number of residents served by the two Mississippi River bridges currently located in Crawford
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County, Wisconsin, the adjacent county upstream from Grant County. In fact, Badger-Hawkeye Bridge Coalition
and Cassville Economic Development partnered with the civil engineering students with the University of Wisconsin-
Platteville in 2021, and UW-Platteville found that out of 135 analyzed routes between communities in- southwest
Wisconsin and northeast Iowa, a Cassville bridge crossing would save mileage and time on 69 of those routes! That
is significant. Ultimately, UW-Platteville concluded “...that a roundtrip average time of 40 minutes and driving
distance of 34 miles could be removed from routes that connect these regions of Towa and Wisconsin. We also
computed an annual cost savings of over $7.4 million starting in 2031 when the bridge would open. The value of
the annual savings will increase over time with the assumption that the connection between Iowa and Wisconsin
would increase populations and the number of people in the area in general. At the end of 2041, savings of $86
million could result from the bridge. Additionally, a new bridge in Cassville across the Mississippi River will attract a
traffic volume of 2,784 vehicles per day when completed in the construction year of 2031. The traffic volume is
expected to increase to 3,150 vehicles per day in 2041.” (For comparison, the Black Hawk Bridge crossing located
in Crawford County, Wisconsin between De Soto and Lansing, Iowa carried less than 2,000 vehicles per day on
average in 2014. That bridge is scheduled for replacement in the coming years.) Those savings of $86 million
dollars every 10 years mean the proposed Cassville bridge would pay for itself in 30 years when compared to UW-
Platteville’s estimated cost for the bridge. I will supply copies of UW-Platteville's reports after the hearing.

Farmers in Grant County would benefit significantly. from a Cassville bridge crossing. According to the 2012 USDA
Census of Agriculture, Grant County ranks 3 in corn production, 5% in soybean production and 3™ in total ag value
out of 72 counties in Wisconsin. Dubuque County, Iowa, which is adjacent to Grant County to the south, is home to
ethanol and biodiesel plants. Few Grant County farmers currently ship their corn and soybeans to these plants
because of the increased distance and time of traveling across existing bridges and through traffic congestion in
Dubuque itself.

Two of the biggest chalienges Grant County faces are urban migration and “brain drain”, Grant County is home to
two post-secondary institutions: University of Wisconsin-Platteville and Southwest Wisconsin Technical College in
Fennimore. In total, 2,500 degrees are awarded at those institutions every year, yet Grant County’s overall
population has been generally stagnant for several decades. While the rolling landscape of Grant County is a nature
lover’s dream come true, young people are fleeing Grant County, especially the western half, because of the lack of
suitable jobs. . I have spoken with several of my former Cassville High School peers who no longer live in the area,
and many say that they would return if there were better job opportunities. Those opportunities do exist in
Dubuque. However, the Dubuque metropolitan area is frankly too far away from most of the county, due in iarge
part to the lack of a Cassville bridge crossing. In general, the only parts of Grant County seeing sizable population
growth are communities: located along and near four-lane U.S. Highway 151 that connects with Dubuque such as
Platteville, Dickeyville, Kieler, and Cuba City. '

The Badger-Hawkeye Bridge Coalition and I are working with our neighbors in Iowa to push this idea forward.
However, we need proof that Wisconsin is serious about this proposal, and Assembly Bill 404 is a logical first step in
showing our neighbors exactly what they need for them to agree to begin working with us and make the first move
together toward getting this bridge proposal closer to fruition. Plus, through an online petition at change.org, we
collected 2,870 individual signatures that support a bridge crossing at Cassville, a list which includes residents from
both sides of the Mississippi River. I will ensure the petition text, the list of petition signatures, petition comments,
and other documentation supporting my testimony are distributed to you after the hearing.

I urge you to support Assembly Bill 404. Thank you so much for your time and consideration on this critical issue
for Grant County and southwestern Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

Lance Wamsiey

Co-founder, Badger-Hawkeye Bridge Coalition
608.778.5667
lancewamsley@gmail.com
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Mississippi River Bridge Initiative

Cassville, WI

Badger-Hawkeye Bridge Coalition
December 20, 2019 |
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- Cassville’s two power plants shut down in 2015, eliminating

a

sroximately 100 jobs = 10% of Cassville’s population

* Cassville has lost 30% of its population since 1970:

+1970-1,343
+ 2010 - 947

+ 2020 - Less than 900?
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and othier property needed for the Idcation, consfruction, maintenane
and operation of such bridge wid its approaches a8 nre possesse
by ratiread corporations for railtoad purposes or by bridge cor-
porations for bridge Pnrpm in the State in which such real estate
or other property is sitnated, wpot mualdsg Lﬂ“” compenssiion therafor, -
to be necertained and ‘panl ancording to the laws of such Stats, an
the proceedings therefor shall be the suno ue in the condemnation
or exproptiation of property for public plirposes in such Stato,
ec, 3. The sald village of Cnssville, Wisconsin, or jts s i
herehy autherlzed to ix and charge tolls for transit over such bri ie,
Y

Seir, 9 1 tolls are chn:ﬁed for iliv 9p of such bridie, the Tates Apfnyes st u

of toll shall be solndjflut 85 to provids & fund suficient to pay B e
e : 0!

tho wost: o , repairing, and operating the

th H . bridge and its approsches vnder ical ! I « and 10 pro-

o n I e viden sinkini;x fund sufficient to nmortize the cost of the bridge and ita
eppronches, including i{\‘tex;‘est ab 8 Fate of not o exceed § per contum

per aginint and g costy s ap d by the Commis-
sioner of Public Roads, as soon as pos ihle upder réaropable charges,

but. within s piriod of not to excéed twenty-five years from the com-
a es 0 n ress pletion thereof, A fter a sinking fund sufl for such ot JiAlmeacy takes
y shall have boen so provided, such bridge shall thereafter be matn- broots,ete,
tained: pnd opem\e(P frep of Lol An hecurnte record of tha costs Jwad o risdr

of tha bridge and its

1 B PP o oxp or g,
iri il ting the sume, and of tho daily tolls colleeted
St S ess l o n ’ : :{iga\rd: 'e;?: angll;'i\rzll XI’:% avaifablo for the lnfo‘nnsﬁ&yn of wil parsons

]
L
£
nad

interested; ) -
"s"x 8, Tha rifht to altor, amed, or vepeal this Act is herehy Amestmat

o ‘ : . 5 - : e : expiessly resérve
~ Chapter505 IR

[CHAPTER S}

Toll charpw.

und the rates of toll so fixad shall bo the Jogal rates until changed
i}(le Sﬁc&e’tﬁlréy 060‘ War under the authority contained In the Act of
el L
vl dtele  Ggc, 4, T ﬁximi‘ the rates of toll (o bé charged for the iiga of duch
fondnee bridge the same shall ba'se adinded as to provida a fund suflicient
f P
to pay for the ble cost of maintaining, repairing, snd opcrat.
ing the bridge and iis approaches unde {eal T s
an‘é to provide a sinklrig fund suffcient to amortiza tho cost of such
bridge and ita spproaches, including interest at o rate of not to excend
B per centam: per annnm and Iy hle fi ing cost; ns mpj i
by the Commissloner of Paublio Rondy, a9 eoon ns pomible, under
reasouiblo chnrges; but Yrithin:a pariod of not tu excoed twanty-five
Hsisteoan i ¥am~s from the completion thereof, After » pinking fund suffieiont
orts, 186 or such mnortization shall have Loeh %o provided, sich bridge shail
,m;}g_gvprfﬁ thereafter be maintained and oporal teo of tolls, An scourate
", zotord of the cost of thy bridge and g approaches, the expenditnres
for maiitaining, xepairing, and oporating the same, nnd of the daily
tolls collected shatl be kept nnd shall be available for the inforination
of all persons interested.
Amendment, Seo, 8, The right to alter, atientl, or repenl this Act is horeby
oxpressly resorved,
Approved, August 7, 1030,

AN ACT

: : . : : . . . . o oiust 1, 1
- - _ 1 i ' 1 the Besxataty of e Tutlat, the Blato of . TR
- [ = - . - . | “'?v"ﬂfﬁs;?&f?ﬁ 'iﬁ«“ogi'i&'ﬁ?umn Railseny, (}?mp&ay o canstruol, matntaln, —(Pbs 1, 06
o A ut h 0 r l z e - and opernto elfhor A combined highway snd rirosd briigs or twa separate

bridges across the Columbla River, aniu;r Keitle Falls, Washivgbon,
. Is’egrumlalivm of the
construction of

it the Renale and HTowss v s
‘ By it snacted bX ¢ Senale a .[I “That (ho cansent of  Sigama ke,
.

United States of America in Congréas axeemole B olmba Aoy
Con;xgszt is he{eliy geanted: to gllle Secrelary of the Interior, the oy st Ruth i
Stata of Washington, the Qreat Northorn Railway C?mpanv,ha_ oot
porutiori organlzsd and existing under the Inwsof the State of Minne-
sota, and their successoia and nreigns, Jointly or separstely, to cons
struect, maintain, aud opeate either a coubined highwny anid milroak
bridge ar two sepainte bridges, one to b & highway bridgs snd oha

- ruilvond bridge; acrosy the (?ulul‘nhm River at o _polat_or pointy
suftable to the interests of navigation; at or fiear Keltle Faltx amft
tetween Ferry County and Stevens Connty, Washington, in secord- e
ance with the provivions of the Act entitled “An Act to regulato the  UESH: ) .
onstriction n} Lridges over navigable witers, approvel Maech 23, e

1000, and subjnct to the coiditions and limsitatlons contained in this

ct, .
Ste. ¢ The right to slter, amend, or tepeal this Act is hersby Amestimest
exgrreesly xgqetveg. {CHAPTER 506) AN ACT
A Koyt 1 ine L

A ST Y tnend séetion 97 of the Judiclal Coda to pravide for s term of court at Kalls.
Futte Ha B F"' Montans, and subjest fo the recommendation of the Abtornoy General of
hee Unlted Btates 1o permit the Int roomy and dations fo

Tolding court at Livingston, and Kaitpell, Montans,

Ré it enacied by the Sinals ond Wouse of Representatives of the
st €o8% United States of Anierica in Qongress assembled, ‘Thut section 92 of
Ry, tho Judicinl Cods, as amended, is amended fo read us follows:
Moatain judfiin “8ro. 92, The State of Montann shall constifute one judicial district,
o

3t 7, 1930,

{CRAPTER 503}

AN ACT
v il { Camyllle, Wiheonsin, or its sadgosy to tonstiuct,

A":SZYS&'\"& :'r::l ;:m.rﬁ't’eﬂs lo‘l;'bdd'ge ASrOsA e erstulpyf"niver 8t or, near
Creaville, Wiscanaisi, sud 4 » piace ab or nesr the village of Guttenbarg, Jowx,

Be 1t anacled by the Senald and Hows of Representatives of the

f ied ¥ rest aarembled, That in order to  Migislool Rlver,
United States of America in é"”“f’ 3 ﬂ\e“pqst“, gnk‘;f a%(). ro- %& -\‘3‘5':&
¥ d ather purposes, the village of Caseville, Wiscon.
;ilr?a()?fw'r;‘g%;lz,“l:‘e, :ndci.; e‘r'gby, Authquzeﬁo construet, maintain,
and oparate n bridge aud approiches thereto across the ‘ﬁa&isalpp{

BN deme, 10 10 Jiown as the district of Moutons, Terms of the dlstriet court
: shall be held at Helens, Butte, Great Falls, Lawistown, Billings, Mis.

soula, Glasgow, Hovro, Miles City, Livingston, and Kalispell st such

Truaretctosusis.  {iinog ns may bo fixed Ey rals of Buch court, Cruees, eivil and crim.
inal, may be transferred by tho court or w judge thefoof from any
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Julg 14,3941 (ORATTIR ! AN ACT
._IE.@!LM_, To extend: the tUnes fof commensing and completing the sonstruction of & bridge
" {Fable Taw 16} 1aalasl !

acroas the M inpt Hiver st or near Friar Point, Misslaipp; and: Heleas,
Arkagisns,

Be it endoted by the Senaie and House of Representetives of tha

Museniopd Blvet  [7ndted Stutes of Americo in Congress assembled, That the times for
h-ﬂ*h"g-'ﬁmfgmh commencing and eompleting the construction of & bridge across the
M-l A% Miseisippi River st or near Frine Point, Mississippi, and. Helens,
Arkansas, suthorized to be built by the Arkansns: JS&!ﬁSlF{.\\ Bridge

o isgton wnil e s and asdigns by an Act-of Congress,

sptat, T MEnt approved May 17,1909, heretofore extended by an. Act of Congress,
. approved Muay 27, 1940, sv¢ hereby further extended one and three

e Reauthorized construction of years, respecienly, o the date o appromal of g At

exproasly reserv

tOII bridgebetween Cassvi"e , ’ — Appmmd,.}ulyu,mn.

[CHAPTER 204)

B ‘""i ML AN ACTE
e e BB o pevive and reensot the Act ontitled “An At authorizing the rillage of Caseville,
a n u n e r n : ? Wikennaln, of 1ty nenlgna, 4o conatiuot, malntiin, srid opseate o toll bridga ooyo

the Mlmhwi‘{:tm River st or near Caanville, Wisconsin, snd to & plane ad or near
Gulienberg, lown”, spproved August 7, 1089,

Be it enacted by the Sennle and House of Reépresentatives of the
Misimippt D, [inited. States of Amerioa. in Gongres assemblod, That the Act
omeilie We  approved Auguat 7, 1039, suthorlzing the villago of Casaville, Wis.
B Blar. 1. conrin, o ita assigns; o construct; meintain, and operate & toll Tridge
acrose the Missisaippl River at or near Cassville, Wisconsin, and o
s place ak or near tha villagn of Guitenberg, Towa, beg and is horeby,
vexived and reenacted t Provided, That this Act shilk by vl and vord
unfess the actual consteuction of the bridge herein referred to be
comtneticed within one year nnd completed ‘svithin three years from

the date of wyiproval hereaf,

the village

Sea. 2. The rig}it ta slter, amend, or repeal this Act s hereby
axpressly ressrvad.

Approved, July 14,1941,

{CHAPTER 206]
talg 1&%“3 AN ACT

“"J—E'L"T_lrublln o To extend the thnes for ¥ of & bridge

and feting the
soroes the Columbin River at Astoris, Clataop: County, Oregoti,

s i Be it enaoted by the Benate and Howse of Representatives of the
Fime sntroded o [Tnited States of Ameriva in Congress assemblod; That the tmes for
{ridsiog, et Astrb commencing and completing the construction of o bridge neross the
Colurmbin River at Astoria, Clitsop County, Oregon, muthorized to
o icar. ot g, 0 DI Dy the Oregon-Washington Bridge Board of Frustees by an
.é;ﬁ».gm; Act of Congress approved June 18, 1884, as xmended, as Heratofore
ton aytar - extended by Acts of Congress spproved August 30, 1985, January 27,
1038, August 5; 1937, May 26, 1938, August b, 1989, nod December
16, 1940, are further extended ons and three yenrs, respectively, from
June 18, 1041, N
Se. 9 The ;i{:ht to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hercby
expressly reserved,
Approved, July 14, 1041,

i
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BIH to bmld brldge
passed by Wlsconsm
_ Legislature in 1935!




“What does the survey
say?”’

» 1968 Wisconsin Division of
Highway Survey
Recommended two bridges be built




: www.telegraphheraId.com/r~
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‘Need more bridges?

Forty nine percent of the region's. workers

‘ - ‘ . | : mployed by firms that rely on freight
* Eight-County Freight Plan Study st oporations,
, In 2014, trucking accounted for 73

° Article pub"shed in January 1’ A percent of freight By tonnage and 82

percent by value. Rail accounted for 23

2018 edition of the Dubuque | - ~ percent by tonnage.

Only 46 interstate roadway mrles exist in

elegraph Herald newspaper ‘ . the eight-county region; as compared to | G

840 national highway system milés.

. Exam|nes the cha"enges ; ‘ ;y . ' Frerghttonnage is expected to grow 42
- aSSOCIated With the movement of - . | : .'j Tl}e lack of bridges across the Mrssussnppl :

roblem:.

“the most freight tonnage (18 percent) i in
2014. :
Machinery accounted forthe most fretght ‘
value (8 percent) in 2014

Much more informiation can be found
at www.eciatrans.org/projects/freightstudy efm



http://www.eciatrans.org/projects/freightstudy.cfm

Cassville is located just a stone’s
throw outside 8-county study area
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U.S. 20 is a major four-lane
highway stretching across
the entire state of lowa.

Bridge at Cassville could
serve as a hypass for truckers
and travelers looking to avoid
U.S. 20 / Dodge St. congestion

in Dubugue.
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in already has a good state
81 & 133. Both can handle more traff

Wiscons
ighway system to Cassv
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A bridge would connect these roads

with U.S. 52

iles to the west of

st5m
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Unlike with many other Mississippi
River bridges, there is only one
water channel for a bridge to cross
at Cassville

Channel is relatlvely narrow

Solld land and existing road

rfmfrastructure found on both sndes,




Expanded Commerce

- More transportation/warehousing firms

 New markets for Grant County farmers!
« Ethanol plant - Dyersville
* Biodiesel plant - Farley .

Reyfon of
Highest
Economic
Growth in

Tri-States




‘Cassville Too Small? What about Lansing?

« Lansing, lowa (pop. 999) is home to the
Black Hawk Bridge crossing, which is
 located 60 miles north of Cassville.
* Replacement options underway
+ Daily traffic count of 1,920 (in 2014)
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Grant County, WI

+ 2010 Population: 51,208

* Only *one* bridge across the
Mississippi River

~* Dubuque, IA to rural Hazel
 Green, WI(US. 61/151)

()

Lower
<Wisconsin - :
State Riverway - Lone Rock

Highfand

Fenrimupre fis
s i}

Wanliont ; e dgﬁv

o

w. e Seasonal Ferry,,....

tssissip Lancaster

River fatlonal [y
‘wskm&”vnn,,, : £ Ta™ et | g 1 )
3

Gultpnbig

Balmont
e

Balltown

Bridge

(That’s itl)

Dyersyille




MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME

$50,522

294 CROWTH

paPULATION

MEDIAN PROPERTY VALUE

$137,200

133% GROWTH

IMBER OF EMPLOYEES

26,480

0D765% GROWTH

Median Household Income

$50,522 2.94%
AT VALUE LYEAR GROWTH
265

Heuseholds in Grant-County. Wi have a median annu

of SR0 522, which s 1ese than the median annual incame of
$60.336 acioss the entire United States: This is incomparisen to
a median income of 540,077 i 2016, whichrepresents 2294%
annial growth :

Loak at the chart 1o see haw the median household income in
Grant Colnty, Wi compiares to that of it's neighboriog and parent
gesgraphies.

Estiote

REMUOVE COMPARISON

R25k

POVERTY RATE

13%

H30k 538k

MELLAN HOUSEROLDINLOME

Grant Caunty. Wi

AWTR

A0

aremis ang Nelghbars

HLUIMBER OF EMPLOYEES

MEQIAN HOUSEHDLD INCOME

| amncaowid

AN PROPERTY VALUE

$127,000

-2.58% GROWTH

7,530

GO GROWTH

it te et







Median Household Income

50.6k-564.1k [ sea.ak-s7ak [l s7Ta.2k- sesak
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Wisconsin/lowa Interstate Trade (or tack thereof)

Interstate Trade in Grant County, Wi

toterstate rnde consists ol praducis and secnces shipped froni Wisconsii 1o other states: o frony ol states o Wistaneln

Interstate Trade in Dubugue County, 1A

Intemtaie eade Consists of prsducts and services shipped foniowa to sl staleg on fronn sy states 1o Iowe

x Gomestic Frodugtion ia Qoliars

HOST COMMONTRADE FARTNERS

v Hlinois
L2878

2 Minnesota

52838

s Michigan

AL

1n 2015. the tap outbound Wisconsin domestic partnes for goods and services (by dollars) was [llinois with $28.78, followed by Minnesota
with 52838 and Michinan and 51028
The following map shows the amount of trade that Wisconsin shares withreach state texcluding itself).

Bat pravidad by tie Depsiment of Transnoristion Federal Highway Admifistration Frelahit Analysis Frameniok Domiestic Flows:

Trade Value
S495M-S374B L SNB-SeI8 1S ia8-526.48 B saeE- s1aie ) [ S1ate i sisem
B osisas-suse [l Sivsacsies

E

uction in (ollars

MOST COMMON TRADE PARTNERS

« Hlinois
%2628

-Minnesota

£16.18

MNebraska

1348

N

(¥}

112015, the top sutbound Towa domastic partner for goods and services (by dollais was lllingis with $26.28, followed by Minnésota with
51618 and Nebraska and 51148

The following map shows the aniount of trade that lowa shares withy each state lexcluding itsell).

Data provided by the Decadrient of Trantnoation Fedira! tighway Admmistialion Frelght Anatysts Framewoik Doatestis Flows

Trads Valie
seTeM sane L s227BosesE 5318: 51498 B cuaom-Saa08 P saag8-gesss
P sosan s Bl $1128- 51508




Universities in Grant County, Wl
LARGEST UNIVERSITIES BY DEGREES AWARRED

i University of Wisconsin=Plattevilie

1671 degreas daarded

Southwest Wisconsin Techn) llege

730 dagrans wwarded

$6,418

MEBIAN IN-STATE PUBLIC

MEDIAN PRIVATE

Araets, the Grang Courty, W rstitution with the largest number of spadtating students was Ynjversity of \Wisconsin-Platigville with
1671 degiees awarded:

5506 Sik 3 33k
STATE TUITION

Totak 3410

Stemming the “Brain Drain”

Universities in Dubugue County, 1A
LARGEST DNIVERSITIES BY DEGREES AWARDED.

v University of Du
434 degreas gwarded

a Loras Colleg
433 degrees Awardad

3. Clarke University

328 degiess awarded

SN/A

MEDIAN IM-STATE PUBLIC

$27,400

HMEDIAN PRIVATE.

In 2016 the Dubugue County, 1A institution with the largest numbet of araduating students was University of Dubuyue with 534 degrees
awacded: : : : :

SABl $12k $i4k Kk Sask

STATE THITIGH
FOIA AL IO 200

gviied by W integiated Postseconday 2 e Sxslenm URERGE g

Total 1547



A Hidden Gem

Some of the most
beautiful countryside in
the Midwest is found in
northeast lowa and
southwest Wisconsin.

& AN LY

SHERRLLL
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lle’s Value
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Guttenberg S Value

. Guttenberg has many busmess amenities
to offer that are not available in Cassville

or anywhere else within 20 miles currently:
. . Hospltal wnth 24-7 Emergency/Trauma Care . .
| + Pharmacy - - e‘\leteri,nary;

* . Dental CImlc .. ___ Lumber Yard "

* NursingH




Those Already On Our Side

U.S. Representative Ron Kind (Wis. 3" District)

Wis. Representative Travis Tranel (Wis. 49t Assembly
Current Guttenberg Mayor Bill Frommelt

Former Guttenberg Mayor Russell Loven
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5 a bridge needed at Cassville?

Lancg ste

Region of
Highest
Economic
Growth in
Tri-States
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February 10, 2022

Dear Assembly Committee on Transportation,

I am writing in support of a feasibility study for a bridge across the Mississippi River at
Cassville. I believe the completion of this study will show that this bridge will be a benefit to
Cassville, Grant County, and most of southwest Wisconsin.

Grant Regional Health Center has a medical clinic in Cassville. This clinic, along with the other
medical clinics and the hospital, provides health care service for this area. The addition of a
bridge in this location could lead to substantial economic growth for the entire region as well as
Grant Regional Health Center.

The high outmigration of people from Wisconsin coupled with low birth rates in this rural area
presents a significant workforce challenge for Grant County. I believe this bridge, passage into
and through southwest Wisconsin, could help to improve immigration to our area and lead to
significant census and developmental growth.

Sincerely,
David J Smith, MBA, FACHE

President & CEO
Grant Regional Health Center




