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Thank you Chairman Sanfelippo, Ranking Member Subeck, and members of the Assembly 
Committee on Health for the opportunity to testify on Assembly Bill 529 (AB 529), legislation 
that seeks to license Naturopathic Doctors (NDs) and regulate their practice. I am asking you 
today to consider Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 to AB 529, which is a substitute 
amendment I am offering with Senator Bernier after bringing more people to the table on this 
bill.

The substitute amendment makes the following changes:
• Expands grandfathering language to include more limited-scope naturopathic doctors
• Clarifies that the bill does not prohibit a traditional or lay naturopath from assuming the 

title “naturopath”
• Clarifies language that naturopathic doctors are prohibited from performing chiropractic 

or spinal adjustments
• Prohibits NDs from prescribing prescription drugs

The substitute amendment retains the original intent of the bill of allowing naturopathic doctors 
to be licensed in our state.

Under current law, naturopathic doctors licensed in other states, yet practicing in Wisconsin, are 
precluded from diagnosing and treating conditions, conducting physical exams, and ordering labs 
or imaging. Yet, all of these practices are within the scope of the education and training received 
under programs accredited by the Council on Naturopathic Medical Education (CNME). Giving 
naturopathic doctors the ability to practice to the full extent of their training will benefit patients 
in our state.

The bill as amended will improve patient access to care and expand patient choice by licensing 
qualified naturopathic doctors. Under the bill, NDs scope of practice will include:

• Diagnosis and treatment
• Conducting physical exams
• Ordering and interpreting labs and imaging
• Diet and lifestyle counseling
• Use of naturopathic therapeutics
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This bill will provide for patient safety by establishing the Naturopathic Medicine Examining 
Board under the Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS), which will determine 
and uphold the ethical standards of the practice of naturopathic medicine. This will promote 
public safety by establishing educational requirements, examinations, and annual continuing 
education requirements for NDs.

Allowing naturopathic doctors to practice within the scope defined in the bill will allow them to 
provide a greater standard of patient care. Patients choose naturopathic doctors because they 
understand the length and scope of their training, accreditation, competency, and commitment to 
public safety. This bill will codify what naturopathic doctors are already trained to do and are 
licensed to do in 25 states and jurisdictions. In doing so, we can allow patients the opportunity to 
confidently choose naturopathic care.

Lastly, I have attached a memo from the Legislative Council further detailing the differences 
between the original bill and the substitute amendment for your review. I encourage your support 
for this legislation. Thank you for your time. I welcome any questions you may have.
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Wisconsin Legislative Council
Anne Sappenfield 
Director

TO: SENATOR KATHY BERNIER AND REPRESENTATIVE JESSIE RODRIGUEZ

FROM: Margit Kelley, Senior Staff Attorney

RE: Description of Senate Substitute Amendment i to 2021 Senate Bill 532 and Assembly
Substitute Amendment 1 to 2021 Assembly Bill 529

DATE: January 3, 2022

This memorandum briefly describes 2021 Senate Bill 532 and the companion bill 2021 Assembly Bill 
529 (collectively, “the bill”), relating to licensure of naturopathic doctors, and the proposed changes in 
Senate Substitute Amendment 1 and the companion Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 (collectively, 
the “substitute amendment”).

The Bill

The bill creates a new licensed occupation for naturopathic medicine, to be administered by a 
Naturopathic Medicine Examining Board.

The bill creates two categories of licensed naturopathic practice:

• A licensed naturopathic doctor (ND) who has a doctoral degree from a U.S. or Canadian 
program accredited by the Council on Naturopathic Medical Education, and meets other 
professional requirements. The person may use the titles ND, NMD, naturopathic doctor, or 
naturopathic medical doctor. A licensed ND may diagnose and treat, order clinical laboratory tests 
and diagnostic imaging studies, perform minor procedures, prescribe certain drugs, and sign 
certificates.

• A licensed limited scope ND who has a doctoral degree from a naturopathic medical program 
completed before 2003, with at least 1,500 training hours, and meets other professional 
requirements. The person may use the title ND or naturopathic doctor. A licensed limited scope ND 
may diagnose and treat and order limited laboratory tests, but may not order diagnostic imaging 
studies, perform minor procedures, prescribe any drugs, or sign certificates.

A license must be renewed eveiy two years, and continuing education requirements are to be 
established by administrative rules.

The bill also recognizes a third category of naturopathic practice, which is not licensed. A traditional 
or lay naturopath is not prohibited from practicing without a license, and the bill does not impose 
any educational requirements for that practice. Under the bill, a person may provide advice regarding 
the use of therapy, including herbal medicine, homeopathy, nutrition, or other nondrug or nonsurgical 
therapy, and may practice within the scope of other credentialing held by the person, such as a
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registered nurse, acupuncturist, or massage therapist. The person is not prohibited from using the title 
“naturopath.”

Under the bill, a practitioner in any of the three categories may not use the word “physician” in 
connection with the person’s title. A practitioner who is a licensed ND or licensed limited scope ND may 
use the word “doctor,” hut only in conjunction with the word “naturopathic.”

Substitute Amendment

The substitute amendment largely retains this licensing structure for an ND, with the changes described 
below.

Use of Titles

The substitute amendment removes the authority for a licensed ND to use the title NMD or 
naturopathic medical doctor, and removes references to “naturopathic medical doctor” or “naturopathic 
physician” as used in the context of certain ND practices. The substitute amendment also adds a 
statement that naturopathic medicine is distinct from the practice of medicine and surgeiy.

For a traditional or lay naturopath, rather than simply not prohibiting the use of the title, the substitute 
amendment explicitly states that a practitioner may use the title “naturopath.”

Prescribing Authority

The substitute amendment removes the authority for a licensed ND to prescribe any drugs, hut specifies 
that a licensed ND may recommend, dispense, and administer nonprescription drug products.

Licensed Limited Scope ND

As noted above, the bill provides that a person may apply for a limited scope ND license if the person 
has a doctoral degree from a naturopathic medical program completed before 2003, with at least 1,500 
training hours, and meets other professional requirements. The application must be submitted within 
three years of the bill becoming law.

The substitute amendment revises the application requirements to allow a degree in doctor of 
naturopathy to be completed before 2013, rather than 2003, and adds a requirement that the person 
must have continually practiced naturopathic medicine in Wisconsin for at least 10 years immediately 
prior to the application.

The substitute amendment also removes the 1,500-hour training requirement and specifies that any of 
the following four options may meet the training requirements:

• At least 250 hours of education in two or more clinical sciences addressing body systems and their 
interactions, cardiology, psychology, dermatology, endocrinology, EENT, gastroenterology, 
immunology, urology, proctology, gynecology, neurology, orthopedics, pulmonology, natural 
childbirth and obstetrics, pediatrics, geriatrics, rheumatology, oncology, and hematology.

• Licensure as a registered nurse under state law as of the date of application.

• At least 250 hours of qualifying training in clinical sciences after completion of a doctor of 
naturopathy program, or a combination of at least 250 hours of education and subsequent training 
in clinical sciences.
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• Agreement to complete at least 250 hours of qualifying training, or a combination of at least 250 
hours of education and subsequent training in clinical sciences, within five years after issuance of an 
initial license.

Additionally, the substitute amendment requires an application for a limited scope ND license to be 
submitted within one year after the board begins accepting applications, rather than within three years 
after enactment of the law.

Board Powers
The substitute amendment explicitly states that the board may interpret the practices identified under 
the bill that are included and excluded from the practices and procedures that may be used by an ND. 
The substitute amendment also explicitly states that the board may not otherwise expand the scope of 
practice of a licensed ND or licensed limited-scope ND beyond the practices identified under the bill 
that may be used by an ND.

The substitute amendment also specifies that in the board’s rulemaking for continuing education 
requirements, the board must accept qualifying training that is completed within five years after 
issuance of an initial license for a person who has committed to that training under the fourth option to 
meet the training requirement.

Miscellaneous Provisions

The substitute amendment makes certain other miscellaneous revisions relating to treating sexually 
transmitted diseases, the excluded practice of chiropractic or spinal adjustments, malpractice insurance 
requirements, and references to accrediting bodies recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.

Please let me know if I can provide any further assistance.

MSKrjal
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From: Senator Kathy Bernier

To: Committee on Health

Re: Testimony on Assembly Bill 529
Relating to: the regulation and licensure of naturopathic doctors, creating a naturopathic 
medicine examining board, granting rule-making authority, and providing a penalty.

Date: January 6,2022

Thank you Chairman Sanfelippo and committee members for allowing me to submit testimony on Assembly 
Bill 529 today. I am grateful for the opportunity to work with Rep. Rodriguez on this important piece of 
legislation.

Improving patient access to care, patient safety and patient choice by licensing qualified Naturopathic Doctors 
is why we introduced this bill. The majority of these providers are small business owners working in private 
practice clinics located in both urban and rural communities. With access to health care being an issue in many 
Wisconsin communities, licensing Naturopathic Doctors will increase patient access to care.

Naturopathic Doctors have completed pre-medical requisites and an undergraduate degree, followed by a 
four-year naturopathic medical school degree from an accredited program, before passing a rigorous national 
naturopathic medical exam. In addition, clinical education is incorporated into the four-year program with 
optional post-doctoral residencies.

Assembly Bill 529 will codify what Naturopathic Doctors are already trained to do and are doing in other 
licensed states. Nearly half of the states license these types of practitioners, some having done so for over 
eighty years.

Since this bill was first heard in the Senate, our offices and the Naturopathic Doctors Association have worked 
diligently with other parties interested in the legislation to come up with a substitute amendment. Once this 
amendment is approved, it is expected to remove any outstanding concerns from those registered on the bill.

Officially recognizing and allowing Naturopathic Doctors to practice more fully to the extent of their training 
is an important step forward for Wisconsin's health community. I ask you to please consider the passage of 
Assembly Bill 529.
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Dr. Allison Becker
NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE 
& ACUPUNCTURE

TO: Representative Sanfilippo, Chair of the Assembly Committee on Health and members of

the committee

From: Dr. Allison Becker, representing the Wisconsin Naturopathic Doctors Association

Chair Sanfilippo, members of the Assembly Committee, I am Dr. Allison Becker. I am a 

Naturopathic Doctor and licensed acupuncturist. Thank you for the opportunity to testify 

before you today in support of AB 529. We also want to thank our lead assembly authors 

Representative Jesse Rodriguez and Senator Kathy Bernier who have steadily supported our 

bill through negotiations and the addition of amendments.

As a Naturopathic Doctor and licensed acupuncturist, I have provided care for local 

Wisconsinites since 2006. I have my own private clinic in Evansville where I specialize in 

women’s health, chronic pain and fatigue. I am also a member of the Legislative Team of the 

Wisconsin Naturopathic Doctors Association and have been working towards creating 

licensure for NDs in Wisconsin for over a decade. Without licensure, I cannot practice to my 

full scope, I cannot provide primary care for my patients, nor can I carry malpractice insurance.

Passing AB 529 will increase public safety, increase access to qualified providers, and give 

the public greater choice in their own health care.

What is in Assembly Bill 529?

• AB529 bill sets educational standards for licensable Naturopathic Doctors. My colleague Dr. 

Katarina Meister will be presenting about these educational standards and qualifications for 

licensure in detail. In addition, you will learn the requirements for medical board 

examinations and continuing education.

• AB529 protects the title Naturopathic Doctor so only those qualified as a licensed ND will be 

able to use this title and call themselves an ND. Title protection ensures the public can trust
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that anyone calling themselves a Naturopathic Doctor is qualified, competent and has the 

education and training to use the title.

• AB529 includes a grandfathering clause, a “limited-scope license”. Dr. Jill Crista will speak 

about this extensively to follow.

• AB529 creates the Naturopathic Medical Examining Board to provide oversight of 

Naturopathic Doctors, uphold the ethical standards of naturopathic medical practice, 

determine penalties for non-compliance, and ensure Naturopathic Doctors are physically, 

mentally and professionally competent. The role of this board is identical to other 

professional boards of other licensed professions.

• AB529 stipulates qualified NDs must pass a pharmacology exam, a jurisprudence exam, 

maintain continuing education and carry malpractice insurance, all of which will be 

determined by the board by rule.

• AB529 defines the scope of a licensed Naturopathic Doctor and allows NDs to practice as 

they are trained as primary care providers, specializing in natural medicine. This includes the 

ability to diagnose and treat disease, conduct physical exams, order and interpret labs and 

imaging, use natural medicines, and perform minor surgical procedures.

• AB529 does NOT allow NDs to perform any surgical procedure other than minor surgery. 

Examples of minor surgery procedures include stitching a superficial cut or removing a 

splinter.

• AB529 does NOT allow NDs to perform chiropractic adjustments. We modified the original 

language so that it was acceptable to both Chiropractic Associations.

Currently, nearly half of the US has laws to regulate Naturopathic Doctors. This includes 25 

states and jurisdictions. AB 529 is modeled after the states which already license NDs. See 

attached map to view which states are licensed and also note those states which are not yet
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licensed, but have current legislation action to license NDs. You will notice this wave to license 

Naturopathic Doctors is swelling across the country.

Licensable, medically trained Naturopathic Doctors are trained as primary care providers.

NDs work together with MDs to provide the best possible patient care. In states where NDs 

are licensed, NDs have an excellent record of safety. NDs understand their scope of practice, 

the limits of their training and know when to refer to MDs for specialized care.

To help you further understand this national movement to bring Naturopathic Doctors to their 

rightful place in the healthcare continuum, 4 letters are being submitted separately. These 

letters are from the 4 organizational pillars that create the infrastructure for the naturopathic 

medical profession. All health care professions have 4 similar organizational pillars which 

maintain the integrity of each profession, uphold credentials and maintain best practices.

These pillars include:

1) Our national organization, the American Association of Naturopathic Physicians.

2) The Council on Naturopathic Medical Education, the only accrediting body for Naturopathic 

Medical Education that is recognized by the US Department of Education.

3) The North American Board of Naturopathic Examiners, which creates and administers the 

3-day national licensing exam for NDs to affirm competency to call oneself a Naturopathic 

Doctor.

4) The Federation of Naturopathic Medical Regulation Authorities, whose mission is to protect 

the public and promote standards of excellence in the regulation of naturopathic medicine 

in North America.
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Many Wisconsinites want an ND as their primary care provider. You will hear from some of

these people today. Through their stories, you will see licensing NDs ultimately protects the 

public and gives people the ability to choose this medicine as their primary care.

Thank you for your support for licensure for Naturopathic Doctors.

Allison Becker, ND, LAc
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Dear Chairman Sanfelippo and Members of the Assembly Health Committee:

I’d like to express my gratitude to Representative Rodriguez and Senator Bernier for 
their fervent support to license naturopathic doctors in Wisconsin.

My name is Dr. Jill Crista and I’m a Naturopathic Doctor from Janesville. I serve on 
the Legislative Team for the Wisconsin Naturopathic Doctors Association, and I 
have the privilege of telling you about the compromises achieved on this bill, 
resulting in Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 to AB 529.

I’d first like to thank all the parties who were part of these negotiations for their 
willingness to have meaningful conversations. I’m pleased to report that we found 
common ground, while maintaining the integrity of our various professions. We look 
forward to building on the relationships forged in these conversations, and 
continuing positive collaborations in the future.

We worked to eliminate concerns raised in the initial Senate hearing on the bill on 
September 29, 2021. As a result, the Substitute Amendment before you today 
looks different from the bill we introduced originally, which I will outline in a moment.

The compromises have resulted in organizations that previously registered against 
the bill to either support it or come to neutral, pending approval of the Substitute 
Amendment.

I will now outline the changes. The compromises fell into three categories: board 
authority, prescribing, and grandfathering.

Board Authority. The amended bill language clarifies that the Naturopathic Medicine 
Examining Board does not have the authority to expand the scope of practice 
beyond that defined in the bill.

Prescribing. After productive conversations with stakeholders and lawmakers, we 
removed prescribing authority from our legislation. Even though licensed 
Naturopathic Doctors are trained in the safe prescribing of pharmaceutical 
medications, and have full prescribing privileges in 14 out of 25 states and 
jurisdictions that regulate Naturopathic Doctors, we yielded on this part of the 
scope of our training in order to garner support.
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Grandfathering. Based on feedback from a number of legislators, we learned that it 
is not uncommon to grandfather a handful of qualified individuals during a transition 
period to licensing, for those who have been safely practicing in an unregulated 
environment. We consulted with state, national, and global advisors, including the 
World Naturopathic Federation to better understand the global standards of the 
profession. For those who could have been fenced out of the previous bill, we 
amended the training and qualifications to create a pathway to acquire a limited- 
scope license for qualified individuals.

Additionally, for those individuals who practice traditional or lay naturopathy, the 
Substitute Amendment continues to leave the title ‘naturopath’ in the public 
domain. Even though this was part of the original bill as introduced, we found that it 
wasn’t sufficiently clarified, leaving some to believe that it created a fence-me-out 
policy. This was not our intention. Therefore, we added language to clarify our 
legislative intent. For example, a master herbalist who calls herself a ‘naturopath’ 
and helps women with perimenopause, will still be able to continue doing what she 
is currently doing, unaffected by this law.

As a result of the many changes that were made to the bill, prior opposition has 
been removed in the Substitute Amendment before you. By passing the Substitute 
Amendment 1 to AB 529, you will increase patient safety and their choice of care, 
access to care, and also ensure that anyone who wishes to call themselves a 
Wisconsin Naturopathic Doctor will have the education, training, competency, and 
credentials to meet the standards of a fully licensed medically trained Naturopathic 
Doctor, joining the 25 other states and jurisdictions who already do so.

I hope you will support this legislation.

With sincere thanks,

Dr. Jill Crista 
Naturopathic Doctor 
Janesville, Wl



Sarah Axtell, ND
January 6, 2021

To Assembly Committee on Health:

I urge you to support Assembly Bill 529 to license naturopathic doctors.

My name is Dr. Sarah Axtell. I have been practicing for almost 10 years in Milwaukee, WI. I 

graduated with honors from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where I earned a Bachelor of 

Science degree in dietetics and nutrition. I then earned my doctorate in Naturopathic Medicine 

from the federally accredited naturopathic medical college, National University of Natural 

Medicine (NUNM), in Portland, OR.

Licensing Naturopathic Doctors benefits Wisconsin's economy and Wisconsinites’ healthcare.

Clearly, the demand for Naturopathic Doctors is high in Wisconsin. I have a private practice in 

Milwaukee, where we employ 7 people, including 3 Naturopathic Doctors. We’ve collectively seen 

over 4,000 patients per year. We primarily focus on lifestyle-preventable chronic health 

conditions, such as obesity, heart disease, diabetes, hypertension, autoimmune diseases, and IBS. 

I see patients from all over the state including 52 patients from the West Allis area. My current 

wait list for patients to establish care is 5 months. I want to employ additional doctors in the 

future so patients don’t have to wait as long to establish care with me. But you see, lack of 

licensure is a barrier to practice. Newly graduated naturopathic doctors are hesitant to 

practice in an unlicensed state due to the limited scope of practice, inability to participate 

in loan forgiveness programs, and the fear of "cease and desist" at anytime.

1 want to continue to grow my clinic, provide care for Wisconsin citizens seeking safe and 

effective health care and at the same time provide high-paying jobs for my employees and 

contribute to growing the local economy. Licensure ensures I can build my practice and make 

this affordable, practical medicine available to everyone.

Many of my patients rely on my care and want me to be able to be their primary care provider, 

which I cannot do until we have licensure. I have the training, knowledge, and experience to 

diagnose and treat disease, but I cannot. Every day I feel as if my hands are tied behind my back. 

For example, if I see a patient and he has signs of COVID, I have to refer him back to his primary 

care provider or Urgent Care where he may wait hours to be cared for, doubling the cost of care
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and his suffering and exposing more people in the process. I am trained to order and interpret lab 

tests, perform physical exams, and diagnose and treat disease. However, without a license, I 

cannot provide that full scope of care. Currently, I act as more of a health consultant when I have 

the experience, training, and knowledge of a primary care physician. We have a severe primary 

care provider shortage, and licensing NDs will help fulfill that gap in care.

People come to see me to decrease their reliance on drugs and surgery. My passion with patients 

is using food as medicine, which is essential to our healthcare system. In Wisconsin, almost 70% 

of adults are either overweight or obese. It is estimated that 11 million people die worldwide 

every year from a bad diet.

Naturopathic medicine is a cost-effective solution to this health care and economic crisis. The 

naturopathic approach saves people money and suffering.

People in Wisconsin deserve to have access to qualified, licensed Naturopathic Doctors as their 

health care providers.

LAKESIDE
Natural Medicine

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely,

, sJ£>

Sarah Axtell, ND

3510 N. Oakland Ave #203, Shorewood, WI 53211 Ph: 414-939-8748 Fax: 414-377-4203 info@lakesidenaturalmedicine.com

mailto:info@lakesidenaturalmedicine.com


VLAKESIDE
Natural Medicine

Katarina Meister, ND 
3510 N. Oakland Ave - #203 
Shorewood, WI 53211 
Cell Ph: 630-272-1047
drmeister@lakesidenaturalmedicine.com

January 6, 2022

To: Assembly Committee on Health

Chairman Sanfilippo, Members of the Assembly Committee, thank you for the opportunity to share my 
experience with you as a recent graduate of Naturopathic Medical school.
My name is Dr. Katarina Meister, I am a newly licensed naturopathic doctor urging you to support 
Assembly Bill 529.

Background:
For a brief background about how I got here, my health came to the forefront when I had a difficult 
experience with severe Acne. After exploring all avenues of conventional medicine, I was naturally led to 
find a practitioner that was educated in both conventional and holistic treatments to assess my health, this 
person was a naturopathic doctor. My experience with my ND was individualized, comprehensive, and 
evidence based. After a thorough investigation and phenomenal results, I decided to pursue a career in 
naturopathic medicine. At the time I was pre-med at The University of Iowa, once I understood how 
Naturopathic Medical School Education was very similar to that of conventional medical school, it was an 
easy switch for me.

Naturopathic Medical School Education
A Naturopathic doctor attends a four-year graduate level naturopathic medical school, that is accredited 
by the Council of Naturopathic Medical Education (CNME). NDs receive a total of 4,400 hours of 
training on average. This is comparable to the training of an MD. During the first two years of 
naturopathic medical school, the curriculum is focused on the biomedical and clinical sciences. This 
includes gross human anatomy, physiology, biochemistry, microbiology, immunology, human pathology, 
pharmacology, and more. The overall curriculum for the basic sciences comes at around 1600 hours. 
Compare this total to the 1400 basic sciences at traditional medical schools. In the final two years of 
naturopathic medical school, the curriculum is focused on diagnosis, treatment, and clinical experience 
outside the classroom. Naturopathic Doctors learn how to elicit a complete and accurate medical history, 
perform a health examination, formulate an accurate medical diagnosis, and provide a personalized and 
effective treatment.

NDs learn around 2,200 hours in clerkships and allopathic therapeutics such as pharmacology, radiology, 
minor surgery, dermatology, family medicine, psychiatry, pediatrics, obstetrics, gynecology, and more. 
Compare these 2200 hours to traditional medical school which has around 2,800 hours on average for 
clerkships and allopathic therapeutics. Naturopathic medical school differs from traditional medical 
school curriculum by placing additional emphasis on nutrition 150 hours and naturopathic therapeutics,
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around 600 hours. Naturopathic therapeutics includes botanical medicine, homeopathy, hydrotherapy, 
physical medicine manipulation therapy, and more.

NPLEX:
Every licensed naturopathic doctor in the United States is required to pass parts I and II of the 
Naturopathic Physician Licensing Exam (NPLEX) which is a standardized exam observed by the North 
American Board of Naturopathic Examiners (NABNE) to practice naturopathic medicine. Similar to 
traditional medical school which uses a standardized test called the United States Medical Licensing 
Exam (USMLE) - in which every medical doctor is required to pass to obtain a license to practice 
medicine in the US.

NPLEX Part I is also called the Biomedical Science Examination (BSE), which is an integrated exam that 
consists of 200 items that cover the basic sciences including anatomy, physiology, biochemistry, 
microbiology, immunology, pathology and more. The examination reflects the first two years of 
naturopathic medical school curriculum and is administered in two sections (morning and afternoon) of 
IVi hours each.

NPLEX Part II is also called the Core Clinical Science Examination (CCSE), which is an integrated, case- 
based examination reflecting the curriculum of the final two years of naturopathic medical school. This 
exam consists of approximately 80 case clusters (400 items) that cover the topics of diagnosis, 
naturopathic therapeutics, and allopathic interventions including emergency medicine, minor surgery, and 
pharmacology. This examination is administered in three sections over the course of 3 days (3 Vi hours 
each day).

Lav naturopath vs Licensed ND
The distinction between a lay naturopath and a licensed naturopathic doctor is distinct. As previously 
mentioned, Licensed NDs receive a formal four-year post-graduate education at an CNME accredited 
naturopathic medical school, recognized by the US Department of Education and pass parts I and II of the 
NPLEX standardized exam observed by NABNE.

Lay naturopaths can be trained any number of ways, from a correspondence course to a brick-and-mortar 
school. Their education in the basic sciences may only be as high as 100 hours compared to 1600 hours at 
naturopathic medical school. Lay naturopaths receive zero training in clerkships and allopathic 
therapeutics and are not medically trained to be medical providers. They receive less than half the hours 
that a licensed ND receives in naturopathic therapeutics. For a max amount of training at around 450 
hours on average, this is less than one tenth of the training of a licensed ND. However, with all of this 
mentioned, there is no standard of educational requirements for lay naturopaths. Lay naturopaths do not 
qualify to sit for the NPLEX exams that are observed by NABNE. The executive director and board of 
NABNE agrees that regulations and licensing laws will protect the public from unqualified practitioners 
by licensing naturopathic doctors in the state of Wisconsin.

New Graduate
I attended Bastyr University, which is an CNME accredited naturopathic school that meets both federal 
and academic standards. Bastyr’s four-year naturopathic medicine program is known to be rigorous and 
comprehensive, and from personal experience I can attest to this. My clinical experience at Bastyr 
University included providing naturopathic primary patient care as well as working alongside MDs at an 
integrative Urgent Care & Internal Medicine clinic. In both settings, I have seen first-hand how 
naturopathic medicine plays a major role in providing safe, reliable, and cost-effective primary care 
medicine alongside the conventional model.



I am delighted to say that after graduating with high marks from Bastyr University California’s 
Naturopathic Doctorate program, I passed my naturopathic licensing exams and returned to Wisconsin. I 
am eager to obtain naturopathic state licensure across the Midwest area, specifically in the state of 
Wisconsin. I look forward to being licensed in Wisconsin so I can provide care to the fullest of my 
training.

Many newly graduated NDs are not returning or moving to the Midwest due to lack of licensure. With 
your vote for AB529 and with licensure in the state of Wisconsin, it provides a huge opportunity for many 
newly graduated NDs to start their practice here. This will benefit Wisconsin economically and have a 
huge impact on the state of people’s health here in Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

IfM#*** MP-

Katarina Meister, ND 
Naturopathic Doctor



re: In support of AB 529

January 6, 2022

Chairman Sanfilipo, Members of the Assembly Committee on Health,
Thank you for your time. My name is Robyn Doege-Brennan and I live in Janesville, 
Wisconsin.
I was first introduced to Naturopathic medicine through an informational meeting held at 
the school our boys attended. I’d actually never heard of it before, but was intrigued with 
the idea of gaining a better understanding of how we could help ourselves be healthier 
through more natural methods and I quite frankly liked how she explained things. It was 
easy to understand and made sense.

Our entire family began seeing the naturopathic doctor with great results. I won’t go into 
our medical history, but I think it’s pretty impressive that our sons have taken antibiotics 
maybe 5 times (if that) throughout their lives (they’re now 23 and 21). I don’t think we’ll 
have to worry about antibiotic resistance!

I’m grateful to say the Naturopathic doctor I work with is very knowledgeable and takes 
the time to explain the how and why my body reacts the way it does, offers safe 
alternative treatments that make sense, and, I believe, truly cares about me as a person.
It’s amazing that we can get effective results from more natural remedies that I feel are 
safer and definitely less expensive than getting a prescription.

I guess we’re pretty lucky in the fact that our general practitioner is very much in favor of 
working in collaboration with our Naturopathic doctor. He reviews labs ordered by our 
ND and listens to what her insights are. He even shared with me that during his residency 
he had rounds with a naturopathic doctor. Now that’s progressive if I’ve ever heard it!

My latest experience with my Naturopathic doctor. So, imagine this. You’re right 
handed, you teach piano, and you wake up one morning and two of the fingers on your 
right hand are stuck. My thoughts exactly! Because of overusing my arm, I developed 
both golfer and tennis elbow. These, in turn, caused what is commonly known as trigger 
finger. In speaking with friends who are medical doctors, I was advised I could brace the 
elbow, if that didn’t work I could get injections, and if that didn’t work we’d move on to 
surgery. Needless to say, I made an appointment with my naturopathic doctor. She also 
recommended the elbow brace, but used acupuncture to reduce the inflammation, 
recommended Epsom salt baths and suggested some natural anti-inflammatories.
Granted, it took a while, but without injections or surgery, I no longer have the trigger 
fingers and feel confident in my playing and teaching abilities again!

It would be amazing for my Naturopathic doctor to be able to order labs, imaging, write 
prescriptions, etc. As I’m my greatest health advocate, I’ll do whatever I need to in order 
to ensure my best health, but it does get rather frustrating when we’re addressing an issue



I have that requires labs, and I have to travel elsewhere to get those labs. Talk about 
wasting time and money!

In closing, why wouldn’t we want our naturopathic doctors licensed? We need to ensure 
only those practitioners who meet the licensure requirements call themselves an ND. This 
not only ensures those of us who wish to pursue this type of health care are protected, it 
provides us with a means of validating those ever important credentials.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Robyn Doege-Brennan 
1904 Doubletree Drive 
Janesville, WI 53546



January 6,2022

Assembly Committee on Health

Chairman Sanfilipo and Members of the Assembly Committee on Health:

I came today to speak to the difference my ND has made in my life. I was very ill at least 3 or 4 times a year. I 
went to doctor after doctor. At one point, in 2008 they took 12 inches of my colon thinking this would help it 
didn't. Most time, I would be unable to get out of bed for days. I was exhausted from being sick, but also 
exhausted from getting the run around from physicians who couldn't or wouldn't take the time to really find out 
what was causing me to be sick. In 2013 friend told me about Dr Aaron Henkel, an ND. I almost didn't bother as 
I thought it would be more of the same. I am glad I made the visit. From the 1st day, he took time to listen to 
what was going on with me physically, not implying it was all in my head. We scheduled a complete blood draw 
workup. I didn't really know what to expect.

My results came back in and I met with Dr Aaron. He explained everything about every number that came back 
from the labs. He told me what I needed to do nutritionally with vitamins and minerals to get my issues under 
control. All the years of the other doctors treating me with antibiotics and pain meds had totally wrecked my 
digestive and immune system. I was unable to fight anything that came around. Dr Aaron took the time that was 
needed to help me understand what was going on. Due to his extensive medical training, and going through 
something similar himself, he was able to help me. Since 2013 I have barely had a cold.

I go back for vitamin and mineral supplements. We do a blood test to see where I am at. I am going to be 61 
year old this November I am not on any prescription medications. We have been able to control everything at 
this point with diet and supplements. You can't imagine how much money I have saved over the years. I never 
even imagined I could feel this great. In 2008 I thought I wouldn't even be here now as I was sure there was 
something very wrong, at times I didn't want to live with the pain. I thought I would not get to see my grandkids 
grow up. My daughter tells me she wished she had had this mom! One that could do things with her without 
being sick or in bed!! I spend so much time playing with my grandson!! Life is great. In my office everyone else 
gets sick, I am the oldest there and so far I have the best immune system of all the youngsters and the most 
energy!

Dr Aaron also took time also to help with my mother. She had a medical event and due to complications had dry 
gangrene on her toe. They had to amputate it. Then it moved to another toe. I called to ask if there was 
anything we could try. She had a hole in her toe the size of pencil eraser. He told me about a treatment we 
could try. I went out and bought it immediately. We started treatment on a Tuesday by Sunday the hole was 
healed. I wouldn't have believed it if I hadn't have seen it myself. She had a check up with her surgeon who was 
monitoring when they were going to have to remove the toe. We took her there and he couldn't believe it was 
healed up. Some may say it is a miracle, but I know it is Dr Aaron taking the time to care about his patients and 
doing the research from all his years of medical school and practice that saved my mom from having to lose 
another appendage.

My only wish is for others to find someone like Dr Aaron!

Thank you for supporting this bill which would help restore medical health and wellbeing to so many.

Sincerely,
Kim Conradt
5456 Congress Avenue
Madison Wl 53718



January 6, 2022

re: Support for AB 529 

To whom it may concern,

My name is Timothy Flores and I’m a realtor in the Madison area. For most of my 

life I have struggled with digestive issues and sleep with uneven energy. 
Naturopathic medicine presented a food plan to improve my cognition, energy 
level, mood sleep and losing over 35 lb in a handful of months with very little 
exercise because all the gyms are shut down during covid lockdowns. I had no 
idea that this level of weight loss and health Improvement was even possible in 
such a short time. This has allowed me to better serve my community and the 
clients that I serve in the real estate market. I have referred friends, family 
members and real estate clients to my local naturopathic doctor and many of 
them have seen dramatic improvements in their day-to-day lives in personal 
health.

I never would have guessed that my work as a realtor could help people improve 
their lives beyond just a new home. This never would have occurred to me; it's 
how I was introduced to naturopathic medicine.

I URGE YOU TO PASS AB 529 OUT OF YOUR COMMITTEE.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION.

Tim Flores
625 N Segoe Rd Unit 610,
Madison, Wl 53705, USA



Dear Members of Assembly Committee on Health:

Licensing Naturopathic Doctors increases public safety, increases access to qualified 
providers, and gives the public greater choice in their health care. Qualified NDs are 
highly trained as primary care providers who specialize in natural medicine.

This is my story and why I urge you to support licensure for Naturopathic Doctors:

I work as an assistant in an ND's office and am impressed with the level of 
professionalism, care and compassion each patient receives. I've talked with new 
patients as well as patients who have returned for 15 years. Patients are genuinely 
appreciative of the care they receive. Patients seem to feel better as they seem happy 
to comply with recommendations. This is truly a great option for health care, but not my 
first introduction to NDs.

I have lived with episodes of fatigue and pain since I was in my early 20's. My medical 
doctors have not been able to treat or conclusively provide a diagnosis. So, almost 20 
years ago I sought out care from an ND. Naturopathic medicine has helped me live a 
less painful, more energetic life. The ND I saw 20 years ago and the one I still see today 
are both fully medically trained and educated. They are Naturopathic Doctors. And, I 
believe this distinction makes a difference. Barbers in Wl are required to be licensed, I 
believe its time we treat our bodies and health with the same degree of care as we treat 
our hair. Once we do, I think the relationship between M.D.s and N.D.s will improve thus 
improving the quality of care for patients who benefit from both. Licensing will also allow 
medically educated ND's to fully practice in the manner they were trained which will also 
improve patient care.

Frankly I'm confused as to why this is even a debate. We license barbers and massage 
therapists, to mention a few professions, to ensure we get our hair cut and receive 
massages from people fully trained. Doesn't it follow people want the at least the same 
level of quality control in regards to health care? Don't we want all doctors to be 
licensed?

Sincerely,

Sara Roang 
4122 Mandan Cres 
Madison, Wl 53711-3008

January 6, 2022



January 6, 2022
Assembly Committee on Health

Members of the Assembly Committee on Health:

Thank you for your attention to Assembly Bill 529.

My name is Jennifer Raatz. I live in Wauwatosa and am the Program 
Manager for a Silicon Valley biotechnology startup. My work experience 
has given me knowledge in accreditation and standards, and the FDA 
approval process. This is a primary reason I sought care from a doctor 
trained in naturopathic medicine. I specifically sought care from Dr. 
Joanne Aponte at Lakeside Natural Medicine because: 1) she is a 
graduate of a medical college with Council on Naturopathic Medical 
Education (CNME) accreditation; and 2) she is an active member with 
past leadership roles of the Wisconsin Naturopathic Doctors Association 
(WNDA).

Four years ago, I was suffering from chronic diverticulitis. I required 
hospital care five times in a two-year period. Initially, I sought care from 
gastroenterologists. I was prescribed cipro and flagyl, two of the most 
powerful antibiotics. Yet, the diverticulitis would return within weeks. I 
was told to eat more fiber and less popcorn. But no one ever even 
asked me about my diet. I was already a health-conscious eater and 
consuming the daily recommended fiber and rarely ate popcorn. I was 
told my chronic diverticulitis was caused by the presence of diverticula. 
But the majority of the adult population over 40 have diverticula, so 
why was I the only one I knew getting sick? I knew there had to be 
another cause.

In over two years since seeking naturopathic care, I've not sought 
hospital care once. Prior to following a naturopathic plan, during my



worst episode, I was hospitalized with sepsis for five days and out of 
work for over a week. That doctor wanted to remove my colon, but I 
refused because I'd learned that a colostomy wasn't statistically 
effective in resolving the issue and I was already learning about 
naturopathic medicine and thinking this was the solution to my 
problem. That hospitalization cost roughly $10,000 and was a 
contributing factor in my subsequent bankruptcy.

Now, though rare, when I do have a diverticulitis flare up, I can resolve it 
within a few days with bone broth and colloidal silver at a cost of about 
$100.1 can't even imagine the lifetime monetary costs and the reduced 
quality of life of having my colon resectioned or living with a colostomy 
bag.

I now manage my chronic diverticulitis through simple dietary changes 
and supplements that cost me less than $100 per month. Indirectly, this 
care plan has resolved some mild psoriasis, acne, fatigue, and weight 
management issues for which I hadn't even sought care.

I've shared my experience of healing through naturopathic medicine 
with others. Though I always recommend Dr. Aponte and Lakeside 
Natural Medicine, in some instances my friends and family sought 
naturopathic care without the knowledge of the importance of 
accreditation and standards that I have through my work experience. 
They simply searched for someone nearby and ended up with, in my 
opinion, expensive snake oil salesmen and no resolution to their issues.

I wish Dr. Aponte to be my primary care provider. Currently, when I seek 
care from Dr. Aponte, I often have to juggle visits with other providers in 
order to get orders for lab work and imaging. It's a hassle. I'm forced to 
participate in an expensive and ineffective system for medical care not 
of my choosing and from providers who do not respect my desire for



naturopathic care who are trained to simply prescribe me drugs to 
turnoff the "check engine" lights that my body has turned on instead of 
actually checking the engine.

Thank you for allowing me to share my experience.

Jennifer Raatz



Dawn M. Ley, ND

Full Circle 
Natural Medicine

440 Science Drive 
Suite 102
Madison, WI 53711

January 6, 2022

To: Representative Sanfilippo, Chair of the Assembly Committee on Health and members of 
the committee on Health

From: Dr. Dawn M. Ley, Wisconsin Naturopathic Doctors Association 

Members of the Assembly Committee,
Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today in support of AB 529, an important 
piece of legislation that increases public safety for Wisconsinites.

My name is Dr. Dawn Ley and I am a Wisconsin native who gladly returned home to 
serve fellow Wisconsinites. In my clinic, I provide integrative medical care to children 
and adults with common primary care complaints and integrative oncology support for 
patients with a diagnosis of cancer.

As a licensable Naturopathic Doctor, I am grateful for my excellent training to 
appropriately diagnose and treat disease, give safe and sound recommendations and to 
know when the patients’ needs are out of my scope and it is prudent to refer to another 
medical provider. However, without a license, I cannot provide the complete care I am 
trained to provide.

I recognize when working with patients, there are many instances wherein a patient can 
be harmed.

This bill increases public safety in several ways:
• by ensuring those who use the title Naturopathic Doctor are medically trained by 

federally accredited naturopathic medical schools
• have passed national board exams
• have passed state jurisprudence and pharmacy exams
• maintain their continuing education
• carry malpractice insurance
• creates a process of professional oversight and disciplinary action
• upholds the ethical standards of practice of Naturopathic Medicine

In the practice of medicine, there are several ways the public can be harmed.
1) Inadequate medical training leading to incorrect diagnosis and treatment. For



example, at this time in Wisconsin, a person can seek the care of a Naturopathic 
Doctor and have absolutely no assurance this person has been medically trained. This 
bill eliminates this issue by title protecting Naturopathic Doctor and creating 
standards of education.

2) Frank malpractice by the doctor. Examples of this can be unethical treatment, or 
providing misleading and false claims. This bill creates a Board of Naturopathic 
Medicine and establishes policies and procedures in place to investigate malpractice.
If a public member is harmed by an ND, this bill puts a process in place wherein the 
person can file a complaint and the ND can be investigated and disciplined.

3) This bill also protects Naturopathic Doctors by requiring they carry malpractice 
insurance. At this point without licensure, NDs are not eligible for coverage as 
primary care providers by malpractice insurance. This bill gives NDs protection in 
the event of a lawsuit. Malpractice coverage also opens up employment opportunities 
for NDs. Large health care employers including Marshfield Clinic, Children’s 
Hospital of Wisconsin and the UW Hospitals and Clinics have expressed interest in 
hiring NDs but cannot due to lack of malpractice insurance.

In other states which license NDs, Naturopathic Doctors have an excellent record of
safety. For example, looking at malpractice data from 2013-2019 in the state of Oregon,
NDs have twelve times fewer disciplinary actions than MDs in Oregon.

See the letter of support from the Federation of Naturopathic Medical Regulation
Authorities (FNMRA) detailing these statistics. This has been submitted separately.

Licensing of naturopathic doctors will increase public safety. As a member of this
committee, you are a champion for public safety in healthcare.

I urge you to pass AB529 out of your committee.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Dr. Dawn M. Ley



Federation of 
Naturopathic Medicine 
Regulatory Authorities

January 6, 2022

Letter of Support for 
AB529

Regulation of the Practice of 
Naturopathic Medicine in Wisconsin

Dear Representative Sanfilippo, Chair of the Assembly Committee on Health 
and Members of the Committee on Health,

The Federation of Naturopathic Medicine Regulatory Authorities (FNMRA) 
supports regulation of naturopathic medicine in Wisconsin. Regulation is 
integral to the promotion of safe naturopathic medical practice and 
protection of the public.

The FMNRA’s mission is to protect the public by connecting regulatory 
authorities and promoting standards of excellence in the regulation of 
naturopathic medicine. The Federation supports new and existing 
regulatory organizations in fulfilling their statutory obligations to regulate 
the profession in the interest of public protection. The FNMRA envisions a 
coordinated regulatory system for naturopathic medicine throughout the 
United States.

The FNMRA appreciates this opportunity to illustrate the need for licensure 
of qualified naturopathic doctors (NDs) in Wisconsin. NDs who have 
graduated from a CNME-accredited naturopathic medicine program have 
been trained to be primary care providers. When they have passed 
competency-based national naturopathic licensing examinations, they have 
demonstrated that they are competent to safely and effectively use 
naturopathic medicine to diagnose and treat disease and to optimize health.

Naturopathic doctors have been regulated for decades in many states for 
the purpose of public protection. This protection is provided by the use of 
proper title (naturopathic doctor), by excluding unqualified persons from 
practicing naturopathic medicine, and by creating a structure through 
which the public can report complaints and subsequently both licensees 
and lay practitioners can be investigated.

Licensed NDs Are Safe Primary Care Providers

• Licensed NDs have fewer disciplinary actions than MDs/DOs

NDs have been practicing as primary care providers safely for decades in 
other states. This can be objectively demonstrated by the fact that NDs have 
fewer disciplinary actions taken against them compared to MDs and DOs 
(see addendum A).



UceflsedLNPs Are Safe Primary Care Providers (Cpnt,)

• Minimal disciplinary actions occur even when NDs have broad prescribing rights

Wisconsin has mandated improved outcomes for chronic disease and would benefit from licensing 
NDs because it would increase the number of qualified primary care providers. An important 
aspect of primary care is the ability to prescribe drugs so that the patient does not need to delay 
treatment by being forced to seek care with another provider. Primary care providers need broad 
prescribing authority in order to provide effective treatment, improve access to care, and ensure 
patient safety

NDs have proven themselves to be safe prescribers. Currently, 11 out of 25 regulated jurisdictions 
allow NDs broad prescriptive authority. Disciplinary action was only taken against NDs in three of 
the regulated jurisdictions and, the vast majority of those actions involved opioid management, a 
challenging area for all licensed primary care providers.

Disciplinary Actions Related to Prescribing' from 2010 to 2021*

Jurisdiction Disciplinary Actions Estimated Number 
of Licensees

Jurisdictions with Broad Prescribing Rights EXCLUDING Opioids
i Hawaii 0 150
Idaho 0 27

| New Hampshire 0 60
| New Mexico 0 15
; Utah 0 60

Jurisdictions with Broad Prescribing Rights INCLUDING Opioids
!] California 0 900

1 Montana 0 105
1 Vermont 0 350

| Oregon 12 1200
Arizona 18 1450

j Washington 32 1400
TOTAL 62 5717

| * Or since year of licensure.

IFNMRA interprets broad prescribing rights to mean access to all
major categories of prescription drugs required for primary7 care.



Licensing Laws Decrease Risk of Harm to Consumers

• Regulation of naturopathic doctors provides consumer protections against harmful 
behavior

Anytime a consumer enters into a doctor-patient relationship, there is an inherent power 
imbalance that places the patient at risk of harm; regulation helps to minimize this risk.

The FNMRA has tallied the number of disciplinary actions taken the U.S. against licensed 
naturopathic doctors from Januaiy 2010 to July 2021 (see Addendum B). The disciplinary actions 
are grouped by type. For example, "Physician acts that (directly) harm patients physically or 
emotionally." This category includes sexual boundary violations. It is essential for a regulatory 
structure to be in place so that patients can file complaints of sexual violations. Although 
disciplinary actions of this type are rare, in the last 11 years there has been only 12 licensed NDs 
disciplined for sexual boundary violations, out of an estimated 6,000 active licensees (0.2 % of 
licensed NDs). This is consistent with the percentage of sexual boundary violations by MDs/DOs.1

Sexual boundary violations are a type of harm to the public that requires a response from 
regulators. Consumer protection agencies and attorneys general are not equipped to handle these 
types of complaints, whereas a Board of Naturopathic Medicine will have experienced 
administrators and will have policies and procedures in place to investigate these types of 
complaints. Licensing naturopathic doctors will provide the citizens of Wisconsin with a way to 
have this type of harm addressed and prevented.

• Regulation provides consumer protection against lay naturopaths

Naturopathic regulatory authorities consistently report to the FNMRA that there are many more 
consumer complaints against lay naturopaths than licensed naturopathic doctors. It is difficult to 
track this number, but we have a few examples. In 2013 in California, 6 actions were taken against 
licensed NDs and 51 were taken against lay naturopaths. In the past ten years in Utah, there has 
been one disciplinary action taken against a licensed ND and an average of one action taken per 
year against lay naturopaths. Lay naturopaths, because of their lack of training, can recommend 
dangerous or ineffectual treatments and prevent consumers from accessing appropriate care, 
leading to physical harm or death. Establishing a regulatory structure of licensing in Wisconsin 
will help educate the public on the difference between qualified naturopathic doctors and lay 
naturopaths as well as provide consumers formal complaint process.

1. Randy A. Sansone, MD and Lori A. Sansone, MD. "Crossing the Line: Sexual Boundary Violations by Physicians' 
Psychiatry (Edgmont). 2009 Jun; 6(6]: 45-48.



In Conclusion:

Licensure will ensure that naturopathic doctors are competent by establishing educational and 
practice standards. Furthermore, a naturopathic medicine regulatoiy structure in Wisconsin will 
allow enforcement of the state’s rules by monitoring licensee activity and implementing 
disciplinary actions.

As a member of this committee, you are a champion of public safety. Your support of naturopathic 
medical regulation will increase number of safe primary care providers, protect the citizens of 
Wisconsin from untrained lay naturopaths who may cause harm, and establish a structure under 
which consumers can have their complaints addressed.

We thank you for the opportunity to share our comments and hope this information, and any 
future dialogue between the Federation of Naturopathic Medicine Regulatory Authorities and the 
Wisconsin Assembly Committee on Health, will lead to the establishment of regulations that 
promote the safe practice of naturopathic medicine.

If you have any questions, please call me at 503-244-7189 or email me at 
ShannonBraden@fnmra.org.

Sincerely,

Shannon Braden, ND 
Executive Director, FNMRA

mailto:ShannonBraden@fnmra.org


Addendum A

Number of Disciplinary Actions taken in Oregon against NDs, MDs, and DOs
from 2013-2019

Year Profession # of Licensees # of Disciplinary Actions %
2019 MD 15,927 89 0.559

DO 1,666 11 0.66
ND 1,086 1 0.092

2018 MD 11,730 88 0.75
DO 984 8 0.813
ND 1,054 10 0.949

2017 MD 15,099 92 0.609
DO 1,428 21 1.471
ND 1,030 4 0.388

2016 MD 16,266 101 0.621
DO 1,537 11 0.716
ND 1,091 6 0.549

2015 MD 16,266 102 0.627
DO 1,456 15 1.03
ND 1,010 5 0.495

2014 MD 15,288 79 0.517
DO 1,295 6 0.463
ND 985 3 0.305

2013 MD 14,249 82 0.575
DO 1,168 11 0.942
ND 936 0 0

TOTALS MD 88,559 633
DO 9,535 83
ND 7,192 29

AVERAGES MD 76,346 563 0.737
DO 8,533 12 0.141
ND 6,390 4 0.063

REFERENCES: http://www.oregon.gov/omb/board/Pages/Board-Actions.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/OMB/board/Pages/Newsletters.aspx 
https://www.oregon.gov/obnm/Paees/Discipline.aspx
ND #s provided by email - OR ND Board
https://store.aamc.org/downloadable/download/sample/sample id/305/
https://www.fsmb.org/siteassets/advocacv/publications/2018census.pdf

http://www.oregon.gov/omb/board/Pages/Board-Actions.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/OMB/board/Pages/Newsletters.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/obnm/Paees/Discipline.aspx
https://store.aamc.org/downloadable/download/sample/sample
https://www.fsmb.org/siteassets/advocacv/publications/2018census.pdf


Addendum B - page 1

Disciplinary Actions Taken by States from 2010 to July 2021
(6,000 estimated licensees)

Physician Acts Related to the Administration of Naturopathic Medical Practice

State

Practicing 
without a 
license

Providing
false

information to 
obtain or 

maintain a 
license (e.g. 

failure to 
disclose 

information 
on renewal)

Using false or 
misleading 

advertising, or 
misrepresent! 
ng credentials

Engaging in 
discriminatory 

behavior 
regarding 

which
patients are 
seen or how 

they are 
treated

Failing to 
obtain 

appropriate 
patient 

consent to 
examine or 

treat

Failing to 
follow 

appropriate 
charting 

procedures 
and/or to 
maintain 
record
keeping 

standards
Alaska
Arizona 1 1 3
California
Colorado 1
Connecticut
Dist. of Columbia
Hawaii 1
Idaho
Kansas
Maine
Maryland 2
Minnesota
Montana
New Hampshire
New Mexico
North Dakota
Oreqon 4 3
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
Utah
Vermont
Virqin Islands
Washington 1 1 3 1
TOTAL 5 5 5 0 0 7



Addendum B - page 2

Disciplinary Actions Taken by States from 2010 to July 2021
(6,000 estimated licensees)

Physician Acts Related to the Administration of Naturopathic Medical Practice

State

Engaging in 
fraudulent 

insurance/billi
ng

procedures
and/or

financially
exploiting
patients

Breaching
patient

confidentiality
Reciprocal

action

Failing to 
report 

disciplinary 
action in 
another 

jurisdiction

Failing to 
meet CE 

reguirements
Alaska
Arizona 1 1 5
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Dist. of Columbia
Hawaii
Idaho
Kansas 1
Maine
Maryland
Minnesota
Montana
New Hampshire
New Mexico
North Dakota
Oregon 1 1
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
Utah
Vermont
Virgin Islands
Washington 4 3 1
TOTAL 5 0 4 3 6



Addendum B - page 3

Disciplinary Actions Taken by States from 2010 to July 2021
(6,000 estimated licensees)

Physician Acts that Directly Harm Patients Physically or Emotionally

PHYSICIAN ACTS THAT (DIRECTLY) HARM PATIENTS PHYSICALLY OR EMOTIONALLY

State

Providing 
substandard 
patient care 

(e.g.,
misdiagnosin 
g, failing to 

use standard 
care

protocols)

Performing
an

inappropriate 
procedure 

that is not in 
the

jurisdiction's 
scope of 
practice

Failing to 
report abuse

Neglecting or 
abandoning 
the patient

Inappropriate! 
y prescribing 

drugs
(opioids and 
other legend 

drugs)

Providing 
substandard 
care in the 
prescription 
of Cannabis

Engaging in 
sexual

contact with a 
patient

Violating
appropriate

doctor-patient
boundaries

Exhibiting 
physical 

impairment 
(e.g., alcohol 
or substance 

abuse, 
mentalemoti 

onal
impairment)

Alaska
Arizona 6 2 18 14 1 1 10
California 1
Colorado 1
Connecticut
Dist. of Columbia
Hawaii 1
Idaho
Kansas
Maine
Maryland
Minnesota
Montana
New Hampshire
New Mexico
North Dakota
Oregon 1 2 12 2 2 3 2
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
Utah 1
Vermont
Virqin Islands
Washington 8 1 32 10 4 2 2
TOTAL 17 3 1 3 62 26 7 6 14



Addendum B - page 4

Disciplinary Actions Taken by States from 2010 to July 2021
(6,000 estimated licensees)

Physician Acts that Potentially (Indirectly) Harm Patients

State

Exhibiting rude or 
disruptive behavior in 

the clinic (verbally 
abusing and/or 

sexually harassing 
patients or staff)

Receiving a 
criminal 

conviction

Failing to comply 
with Regulatory 
Authority Order

UNKNOWN (records 
could not be obtained 

for analysis)
Alaska 1
Arizona 2 2
California
Colorado 1
Connecticut
Dist. of Columbia 3
Hawaii
Idaho
Kansas 1
Maine
Maryland
Minnesota
Montana
New Hampshire
New Mexico
North Dakota
Oregon 1 6
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
Utah 1
Vermont 1
Virgin Islands
Washington 1 1 1
TOTAL 1 4 7 10
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January 6, 2022

To: Representative Sanfilippo, Chair of the Assembly Committee on Health and members of the committee on 

Health

My name is Dr. Robert E. Coleman, Jr. I am a Naturopathic Doctor and licensed massage therapist practicing in 

Madison, Wisconsin and Chair of the Wisconsin Naturopathic Doctors Association (WNDA).

I urge you to support Assembly Bill 529 which gives patients CHOICE in their health care. Licensing 

Naturopathic Doctors ensures patients they are seeing medically trained providers who specialize in natural 

medicine.

I graduated from Bastyr University in Kenmore, Washington earning a doctorate degree in naturopathic 

medicine with concentration in pain management in 2010. I see many people who are suffering tremendously 

and are only offered often highly addictive and expensive pain drugs, or risky surgical options. Many do not 

know they have a choice in their healthcare provider whose tools can decrease their need for dangerous and 

expensive treatments. Licensable NDs specialize in holistic management of pain, getting to the root cause of the 

pain and using natural and lifestyle interventions to decrease the need for drugs and surgery.

Under the care of a licensed Naturopathic Doctor, people have an effective alternative to opiates. The Veterans 

Administration recognizes how critical people’s access to non-drug alternatives is to impact the opiate crisis. 

Former U.S. Army Surgeon General Eric Schoomaker, MD, PhD, characterized the military’s engagement of

mailto:info@familynaturalmedicine.com
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complementary and integrative medicine as imperative. The Veterans Administration is anxious to incorporate 

Naturopathic Doctors into their programs. Naturopathic Doctors are already eligible to be employed by the 

Veterans Administration, but only in states which license NDs. By passing this legislation, AB 529 will increase 

employment opportunities for NDs, increase Wisconsinites access to non-opiate treatment options and help 

mitigate the opioid crisis.

Right now in Wisconsin, there are just 27 Naturopathic Doctors who are qualified as medical providers and 

licensable. I’ve talked to many new grads from federally accredited naturopathic medical schools who are 

FROM Wisconsin but do not want to return to Wisconsin until our state has licensure. Time and time again 

when states license NDs, the number of NDs increases exponentially. For example, when Minnesota started 

regulating NDs in 2008, there were 21 NDs in the state. Within 10 years later, that number had increased nearly 

4 fold to 83! We can expect to see a similar increase in licensable, medically trained NDs in Wisconsin, with 

over 100 licensed Naturopathic Doctors in Wisconsin by the year 2030.

These new licensed NDs coming to Wisconsin will help fill the primary care gap and many more Wisconsinites 

will have access to these NDs and have greater choice in their health care.

I urge you to support Assembly Bill 529 to increase patient CHOICE and give them greater access to qualified 

natural medical providers.

Sincerely,

Robert Coleman Jr, ND, LMT
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