WISCONSIN STATE SENATOR

Assembly Bill 575
October 12, 2021

Good morning Mr. Chairman and committee members and thank you for taking time today to
hear Senate Bill 560. At the request of several member counties, this bill clarifies the tax-exempt
status of facilities owned by Regional Planning Commissions.

Regional Planning Commissions (RPCs) are created pursuant to Wis. Stat. 66.0309 by the
Governor upon petition of local units of government and are comprised of counties and
municipalities located within their defined geographical areas. RPCs are granted broad power in
order to address “physical, social, and economic development of the region.”

The Northwest Regional Planning Commission (NWRPC) was created in 1959 and is comprised
of the counties of Ashland, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, Iron, Price, Rusk, Sawyer, Taylor, and
Washburn. NWRPC provides various services for its region with a focus on economic and
business development.

In order to combat challenging economic conditions that have persisted in rural northwest
Wisconsin communities, the NWRPC has developed a business incubation/enterprise

network. The network consists of 11 facilities totaling 180,000 square feet and predominantly
serves manufacturers. Graduates of the program have gone on to acquire $5 million of
vacant/existing manufacturing space in addition to investing $10 million in construction of new
manufacturing space. The investment in fixed assets represents nearly 400,000 square feet of
active production space in private ownership and has resulted in 464 high-quality jobs with over
$25 million in payroll. The NWRPC enterprise center network has addressed a gap that existed
in the regional economy and is a vital tool for the ongoing development of manufacturers in
northwest Wisconsin.

As a subunit of local government, the NWRPC—and all other RPCs—are property tax

exempt. However, because RPCs are not specifically listed as tax exempt in state statute, recent
questions have been raised by assessors. In order to ensure the NWRPC can continue its current
business incubation network, SB 560 codifies decades of existing assessment practice and
specifically includes RPCs as exempt from taxation.

It is imperative that strong public-private partnerships such as this continue so more private
businesses in the state have the opportunity to grow and succeed. I would be happy to answer
any questions.
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Honorable Members of the Assembly Committee on Ways and
Means
FROM: Kyle Christianson, Director of Government Affairsrﬂ/
DATE: October 12, 2021

SUBJECT: Support for Assembly Bill 575

The Wisconsin Counties Association (WCA) supports Assembly Bill 575 (AB 575),
relatingto the property tax treatment of regional planning commissions (RPCs). RPCs are
comprised of counties and municipalities and are created to address physical, social, and
economic development challenges within geographic regions.

RPCs have developed unique programs and initiatives to spur private business activity
and economic development throughout Wisconsin. The RPC in northwest Wisconsin
developed a business incubation network that includes 11 facilities and serves
predominantly manufacturers. These manufacturers may be new businesses exploring
ways to bring a product to market or an existing business looking to introduce a new
product.

Due to the capital-intensive nature of manufacturing, many businesses would be unable
to create new products without warehouse space and machinery. The business incubation
network offers these critical manufacturing tools on a temporary basis to local businesses
looking to bring products from concept to market. Businesses that have used the RPCs
incubation network have gone on to acquire $5 million of vacant/existing manufacturing
space and have invested an additional $10 million in their facilities. This has directly
resulted in nearly 500 new jobs with over $25 million in payroll.

While all facilities owned by RPCs are exempt from property taxes, questions have
recently arisen about this exemption as RPCs are not specifically listed in Wis. Stats.
70.11 (2). AB 575 codifies decades of assessment practice and clarifies that all RPCs—
assubunits of local governments—are property tax exempt. AB 575 ensures RPCs can
continue their mission of promoting economic development at the lowest possible cost to
taxpayers and private business.

MaRrk D. O'CONNELL, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Testimony on AB575

Thank you Chairman Macco and to the Committee for allowing me to present today,

Wisconsin’s Regional Plan Commissions (RPC) were created by executive orders of the Governor
from 1959-1973 as prescribed by State Statute. In their 50+ years of operation, no RPC has
been taxed on real estate. There are nine RPC’s located throughout the State of Wisconsin.

RPC’s are municipalities as defined in WI Stat. 66.0301 (1)(a), (text provided below). They serve
and are governed as local units of government for the Counties which each RPC represents.
They are funded in whole by the Counties they represent by way of a tax levy and grants
received from Federal and State programs. If an RPC dissolves, the assets are returned to the
local units of government which supplied them, the Counties. (WI Stat. 66.0309 (15), text
provided below)

| hereby suggest that there has been an omission in Wi Stat. 70.11 (2) (text provided below) in
regards to “property exempted from taxation” in which AB575, the bill that we discuss today
will remedy. All items in WI Stat. 66.0301 (1)(a) are contained within WI Stat. 70.11 with the
exception of Regional Plan Commissions and Mosquito Control Districts. However, RPC’s are
clearly by definition a “municipality” and local unit of government.

As such per Dept. of Revenue form entitled “State of Wisconsin Property Tax Exemption
Request, the instructions clearly state that “Property owned by the Federal, State and
Municipal Governments” “Do not have to file this report.”

Thank you for the chance to testify. It is my request that you pass AB575 as means to amend
and provide clarity to an omission in the current Statutes.

Michael T. Kunesh

Commissioner

Bay-Lake Regional Plan Commission

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION

66.0301 Intergovernmental cooperation.

(a) Except as provided in pars. (b) and (c), in this section “municipality” means the state or any department or

agency thereof, or any city, village, town, county, or school district, the opportunity schools and
partnership programs under subch. IX of ch. 115 and subch. II of ch. 119, the superintendent of schools
opportunity schools and partnership program under s. 119.33, or any public library system, public inland




lake protection and rehabilitation district, sanitary district, farm drainage district, metropolitan sewerage
district, sewer utility district, solid waste management system created under s. 39.70 (2), local exposition
district created under subch. I of ch. 229, local professional baseball park district created under subch. 11
of ch. 229, local professional football stadium district created under subch. IV of ch. 229, local cultural
arts district created under subch. V of ch. 229, long-term care district under s. 46.28935, water utility
district, mosquito control district; municipal electric company, county or c1ty transit commission,
commission created by contract under this section, taxation district, regional planmng commission,
housing authority created under s. 66.1201, redevelopment authority created under s. 66.1333, community

development authority created under's. 66.1333, or city-county health department.

66.0309 Creation, organization, powers and duties of regional planning commissions.

(15) DISSOLUTION OF REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSIONS. Upon receipt of certified copies of resolutions
recommending the dissolution of a regional planning commission adopted by the governing bodies of a
majority of the local units in the region, including the county board of any county, part or all of which is
within the region, and upon a finding that all outstanding indebtedness of the commission has been paid
and all unexpended funds returned to the local units which supplied them, or that adequate provision has
been made for the outstanding indebtedness or unexpended funds, the governor shall issue a certificate of
dissolution of the commission which shall then cease to exist.

70.11 Property exempted from taxation.

(2) MUNICIPAL PROPERTY AND PROPERTY OF CERTAIN DISTRICTS, EXCEPTION. Property g ~'
county, city, village, town, school district, technical college district, public inland lake protectxon and

rehabilitation district, metropolitan sewerage district, municipal water district created under s. 198.22,
joint local water authority created under s. 66.0823, long-term care district under s. 46.2895 or town
sanitary district; lands belonging to cities of any other state used for public parks; land tax-deeded to any
county or city before January 2; but any residence located upon property owned by the county for park
purposes that is rented out by the county for a nonpark purpose shall not be exempt from taxation. Except
as to land acquired under s. 59.84 (2) (d), this exemption shall not apply to land conveyed after August
17, 1961, to any such governmental unit or for its benefit while the grantor or others for his or her benefit
are permitted to occupy the land or part thereof in consideration for the conveyance. Leasing the property
exempt under this subsection, regardless of the lessee and the use of the leasehold income, does not
render that property taxable.




Village of Grantsburg

316 South Brad Street
Grantsburg, WI 54840

Date: October 8, 2021
To:  Assembly Ways & Means Committee
From: Sheila Meyer, Clerk/Treasurer

RE: Amending Wis. Stat. §70.11(2)

It is my understanding that Assembly Bill 575 relating to property tax exemption for regional
planning commissions will be discussed this week.

The Village of Grantsburg strongly encourages and supports amending Wis. Stat. §70.11(2) to
include a specific reference of Regional Planning Commissions as exempt entities for the
purpose of real property taxation.

I would like to attend the Public Hearing being held on Tuesday, but other commitments prevent
me from attending and expressing the strong support felt by the Village of Grantsburg.

Please consider this memo in place of my attendance.

Thank you for your consideration

316 South Brad Street, Grantsburg, WI 54840 715/463-2405 Fax: 715/463-5555
Website: www.grantsburgwi.com Email: villageoffice@grantsburgwi.com
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ROBERT KOPISCH e County Board Chair ¢ Price County 126 CHERRY ST  PHILLIPS, Wl 54555
(715)339-4688 * Fax (715)339-3089

To:  Wisconsin State Assembly Ways and Means Committee
Re:  AB575

Dear Committee,

This letter is to express my regrets for not being able to attend the committee meeting on October 12, 2021.
Our County Board has its October Board meeting scheduled on the same day at 3:00 am. Due to the items on
the agenda, most specifically the approval of our 2022 budget, as Board Chair, | need to be present at this
County Board meeting.

As noted, | am the Price County Board Chair. Also, | am a director on the Wisconsin Counties Association
Board and the Vice-Chair of the Northwest Regional Planning Commission (NWRPC) Executive Committee. |
have served on the latter since 2006 as the representative from Price County.

Regarding AB-575, | wholly support the proposed amendment to this bill regarding regional planning
commissions. Per §66.0309, regional planning commissions are created by municipalities which, in our case,
are 10 counties. The operation of the regional planning commission is supported by dues paid by these
municipalities. Per §66.0309(15), upon dissolution of a planning commission, all unexpended funds are
returned to the local units which supplied them. So, the real property of the regional planning commission is
thus the property of the local units, the counties, which real property is tax exempt.

| believe it was the intent of §70.11(2) to include regional planning commissions as an exemption from
property tax as a municipal entity. The proposed language of AB-575 makes that exemption specific.

I encourage you to vote for this bill. Thank you for your consideration on this issue.




Peragon Enterprises, Inc.

W7041 Woodcraft Road

® TRUCK BED COVERS WWW.peragon.com

August 23, 2021

Rick Roeser

Business Development Specialist
Northwest Regional Planning Commission
1400 South River Street

Spooner, Wl 54801

Dear Mr. Roeser:

Peragon is a manufacturer and direct marketer of truck bed covers. Our signature
tonneau cover has been extensively refined to provide lockable security for items stored
in the cargo area with the ability to be quickly folded and easily removed when access
to the entire truck bed is needed. The covers are precision manufactured from
aluminum to provide a high quality, durable product. Completely American made,
Peragon tonneau covers have been installed on truck beds throughout the US and
Canada.

Peragon began operations in Eastern North Dakota/Western Minnesota with a number
of manufacturing processes being outsourced. Consolidation of capabilities became a
major objective for Peragon in order to have better control over product quality and
delivery timelines. The Northwest Enterprise Center Network provided a “soft landing”
while we worked out the logistics for our manufacturing processes and solidified our
position in the marketplace. Peragon has since realized substantial growth and acquired
our current facility in Shell Lake, Wl which houses “state-of-the-art” manufacturing
equipment and corporate offices.

Peragon supports modification of WI State statutes to add a specific reference to
Wisconsin Regional Planning Commissions as entities exempt from property tax. The
business development programs provided by the Northwest Regional Planning
Commission are valuable resources to continue to improve the economy and
surrounding community. It was the strength of those resources and the value
proposition of their incubator facilities that attracted Peragon to Wisconsin. We’d like to
see that robust tradition continue to help other entrepreneurial ventures grow.

Sincerely,

rd
/&/zﬁ/ S
Heath Copp 4

President

1ol
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Tool Sefvigs/inc.

Advanced Tooling & Manufacturing Solutions

e

August 23, 2021

Rick Roeser

Business Development Specialist
Northwest Regional Planning Commission
1400 South River Street

Spooner, WI 54801

Dear Mr. Roeser,

Quality Tool Service, Inc. (QTS) specializes in designing and building custom tooling for
manufacturing and serves a wide variety of industries. While designing and building weld
fixtures is the pinnacle of what we do, we also offer our design and build services for economy
fixtures, inspection fixtures, machining fixtures, robotic EOAT, special machines, and more. With
capabilities ranging from design to run off, we pride ourselves in creating the highest quality,
custom built solutions for our clients. Quality Tool Service has become a valuable member of the
Shell Lake community, and proudly offers its services to many local businesses, as well as states

all across the US, Canada, and Mexico.

Starting from a garage, QTS growth has been highly capital intensive. Space provided by the
Northwest Enterprise Center Network was a valuable resource as an intermediary step on the
path to our permanent facility. Having this resource available allowed QTS to preserve working
capital for focus on investment in operations, which, resulted in the company growing at a faster
rate than owning a building as well. In addition, the Financial and Technical Assistance
programs available through the Northwest Regional Planning Commission provided QTS the
ability to leverage Bank Financing in meeting our capital requirements.

QTS supports modification of WI State statutes to add a specific reference to Wisconsin

Regional Planning Commissions as entities exempt from property tax. Availability of the
business development programs provided by the Northwest Regional Planning Commission are
valuable resources to continue to improve the economy and surrounding community.

Sincerely, 7

/

4 :
Gordon Hodgett,
President/CEO




ASRC FEDERAL
System Solutions
June 17, 2020

Mr. Rick Roeser
Nerthwest Regional Planning Commission
1400 South River Street Spooner, Wi 54801

Subject: AFSS Growth Plans and Space Requirements
Dear Mr. Roeser:

As you know, ASRC Federal System Solutions {AFSS, LLC), colloquially known by ASRC Federal
and our customers and the corporate parent as “ASRC Badger Works”, began its Sustainment
Engineering Center effort in your facility just over three years age. This effort began with one
perscn and the commitment from ASRC Federal to re-establish and rebuild a strong Department
of Defense (DoD) Engineering facility in Grantsburg, seeking and hiring much the same highly
regarded staff that occupied that space previously under another, similar effort with less long-
term commitment. Without the continued strong support by Northwest Regional Planning
Commission, this new and much stronger effort would never have gotten off the ground.

AFSS started with that single person in a single unit and has now grown to more than a dozen
highly qualified and highly paid professional staff members known for their unique expertise,
engineering abilities and agile probiem solving capabilities by their customers and have earned a
national reputation for excellence and are sought out as Subject Matter Experts in a wide range
of technical fields. In that time, space utilization at 355 Industrial Ave., in Grantsburg, Wi has
grown to 75%+ of the available space, and projected 2020 revenue of more than $S8M. The
space occupied by Badger Works houses highly technical and advanced equipment and ASRC
Federal has invested more than $1M so far in specialized rapid prototyping, test and
manufacturing equipment, with more capital equipment being acquired regularly to enhance
capabilities.

The staff of AFSS includes highly educated and experienced staff most with more than 15 years
experience in the rigorous and demanding DoD aviation and weapons platform engineering and
development. The average annual wage of the staff here in NW Wisconsin is six figures, far
above the average wage for employment in NW Wisconsin, and we continue to bring in the
brightest young talent to be mentored by highly experienced and educated engineering and
scientific staff.

At the current growth rate of AFSS “Badger Works” and long-term strategic planning (that
annual process is being worked on at this time), we project that within two to three years, we
will be required to work from significantly expanded facilities. 1t is, and has been the
commitment of the key staff and ASRC Federal to remain in Grantsburg, as witnessed by the
community involvement that our staff has shown and continues to show through our local
efforts to support local health first responders in and around Burnett County and surrounding
counties during the COVID-19 pandemic.

ASRC Federal System Solutions “Badger Works”; 355 Industrial Ave., PO Box 307, Grantsburg, WI 54840
7000 Muirkirk Meadows Drive, Suite 100 @ Beltsville, MD 20705 ¢ Tel 301.837.5500  wwaw.asrcfedsral.com


http://www.asrcfederal.com

ASRC FEDERAL

System Soluticns

As such, we strongly urge and support expansion of the Grantsburg Industrial Park so that we
can continue our growth and stay within the Grantsburg Community. It is our intention and plan
to do so, providing we are able to have space to “graduate” into during the next few years as
our business and capabilities expand.

Finally, | wish to thank Rick Roeser and the Northwest Regional Planning Commission for having
the vision, knowledge and drive to make ASRC System Sclutions “Badger Works” a preud
member of the Grantsburg community, with all of the encouragement and support that this
community brings.

Respectfully,

Eric Peterson

Chief Scientist

ASRC Federal System Solutions (AFSS -- "BadgerWorks")
355 W. Industrial Ave.

PO Box 307

Grantsburg, WI 54840

715-463-1602 (direct) | m: 586-823-3645 | epeterson@asrciederal.com
www.ASRCFederal.com | Customer-Focused. Operationally Excellent

ASRC Federal System Solutions “Badger Works”; 355 Industrial Ave., PO Box 307, Grantshurg, WI 54840
7000 Muirkirk Meadows Drive, Suite 100 + Beltsville, MD 20705 -+ Tel 301.837.5500 #+ waww.asrciederal.com
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Jon Bram

Operations Manager — Grantsburg
390 Industrial Ave.

Grantsburg, WI 54840

24-Jun-2020

Rick Roeser

Business Development Specialist
NWRPC

1400 S. River Street

Spooner, WI 54801

Dear Mr. Roeser,

I would first like to take this opportunity to send my thanks to you personally along with the NWRPC team
for the service through first the leasing of the building located at 380 Industrial Avenue followed by the

purchase in 2018. This space was essential to the growth of Kleiss Gears Inc, now Victrex.

Upon purchase of the additional space, Vicirex has now made a substantial investment to enable
significant business growth. We have already increased our labor force by nearly 50% and expect

similar growth soon.

As we continue to grow our business, | encourage you to continue your work in Grantsburg through
improvements to the land and expansion of the Industrial Park. | believe this is a critical factor in
attracting and retaining the labor force necessary to support our development plans and further improve

the surrounding community.

Sincerely,

Jon Bram
Operations Manager — Grantsburg

715-431-0068

Victrex

-390 Industrial Avenue Grantsburg, WI, USA 54840
Tel: (715) 598 4486 / Fax: (715) 513 9842
www.victrex.com

Victrex is the trading name of Kleiss Gears Inc.
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RESOLUTION 21-02 -

IN SUPPORT OF
ADDING A SPECIFIC REFERANCE IN WIS. STAT. § 70.11(2) TO PROPERTY OWNED BY REGIONAL
PLANNING COMMISSIONS AS EXEMPT FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXES

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are created pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0309 by the
Governor upon petition of local units of government and are comprised of Counties and other
Municipalities located within their defined geographical area, and

WHEREAS' Regional Planning Commissions are granted broad pow‘ers in order to address the
“physical, sociadl and economic development of the region”, whlch may include- holdmg trtle to
real property for such purposes, and o .-;;;;,; e S

12
£

WHEREAS, Member Counties provide funds annually to Regional Planning Commissions for the
purpose of meeting operational expenses pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0309(14), and

WHEREAS, Dissolution of Regional Planning Commissions requires that “all outstanding
indebtedness of the commission has been paid and all unexpended funds returned to the local
units which supplied them” pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0309(15), and ~

WHEREAS, Regional Plannmg Commrssmns are therefore a direct mstrument of and created for
the benefit of the counties and municipalities that fund them, and RO *

WHEREAS, all Real Property, including Real Property owned by Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commissions, is subject to the apphcatlon of Wis. Stat. § 70.11 for the purpose of obtaining

property tax exempt status, and . ..

WHEREAS, because WIS Stat. § 70.11(2) specifically references other - joint “districts” of
communities, such as joint water authorities created under § 66.0823, but not specaﬁcally
planning commissions created under § 66.0309, ambiguity estts as to whether or not planmng
commissions qualify for exemption under § 70.11(2), and ‘j s -

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are created by local units of government and its
assets are constructively assets of those local units of government,

" NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that to rectify the existing ambiguity in Wis. Stat. § 70.11(2)

" the following language be added to specifically include Regional Planning Commissions as an
additional exemption under this statute: “regional planning commissions created under Wis.
Stat. § 66.0309”, and

phone: 715.635.2197 | fax: 715.635.7262 | 1400 South River Street, Spooner, Wil 54801 | www.nwrpc.com | info@nwrpc.com
NWRPC Is an Equal Opportunity Provider
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Northwest Regional Planning Commission strongly encourages
and supports the State Legislature in amending Wis. Stat. § 70.11(2) to include a specific
reference of Regional Plannmg Commissions as exempt entities for the purpose of real property

taxatlon and

BE ALSO RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Wisconsin Counties Association,
members of the Wisconsin Assémbly and Senate representing the NWRPC Region, and the
members of the Northwest Regional Plannmg Commission.

+ .
Executed this 073 day of A-\ow , ;2021

g\~ By:

Thomas Mackie \ Rollie Thums
NWRPC Chairman, Washbugn County Member Taylor County NWRPC Member

By: - 2 ~ S LT N e B ﬁﬂ/»we% pszJ)
%edshur'nan V\L/ Randy Tatur
Sawyer County NWRPC Member : Rusk County NWRPC Member
. . .

" Bob'Kopisch _ oe Pinar@li
Price County, NWRPC Member : Iron County, NWRPC Member

By: M : ¢ ]
. Mark Lieba¥#t on_Ta’yit{r
Douglas County, NWRPC Member Burnett County, NWRPC Member

By:

Dick Pufall
ayfield County, NWRPC Member ' Ashland County, N RPC Member

phone: 715.635.2197 | fax: 715.635.7262 | 1400 South River Street, Spooner, W1 54801 | www.nwrpc.com | info@nwrpc.com
NWRPC is an Equal Opportunity Provider
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RESOLUTION R05-2021-1387

N SUPPORT OF
ADDING A SPECIFIC REFERENCE IN WIS. STAT. § 70.11(2) TO PROPERTY OWNED
BY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMIS SIONS AS EXEMPT FROM REAL PROPERTY
TAXES

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are created pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0309 by the
Governor upon petition of local units of government and are comprised of Counties and other
Municipalities located within their defined geographical area, and

WI—IEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are granted broad powers in order to address the
“physical, social and economic development of the region”, which may include holding title to
real property for such purposes, and

WHEREAS, Member Counties provide funds annually to Regional Planning Commissions for the
purpose of meeting operational expenses pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0309(14), and

WHEREAS, Dissolution of Regional Planning Commissions requires that “all outstanding
indebtedness of the commission has been paid and all unexpended funds returned to the local units
which supplied them” pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0309(15), and '

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Comunissions are therefore a direct instrument of and oreated for
the benefit of the counties and mumclpahtms that fund them, and :

WHEREAS, all Real Property, including Real Property owned by Wisconsin Regwnal Planning
Commissions, is subject to the application of Wis. Stat. § 70,11 for the purpose of obtammg
property tax exempt status, and . )

WHEREAS, because Wis. Stat. § 70.11(2) specifically references other joint “districts” of
communities, such as joint water authorities created under § 66.0823, but not specifically planning
commissions created under § 66.0309, ambiguity exists as to Whether or not planning commissions
qualify for exemption under §70.11(2),and

WHEREAS, Regional Planmng Commissions are created by local units of government and its
assets are constructively assets of those local units of government, -

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that to rectify the existing ambiguity in Wis. Stat.
70.11(2) the following language be added to specifically include Regional Planning Commissions
as an additional exemption under this statuté: “regional planning commissions created under
Wis. Stat. 66.0309”, and :

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ashland County strongly encourages and supports the State
Legislature in amending Wis. Stat. § 70.11(2) to include a specific reference of Regional
Planning Commissions as exempt entities for the purpose of real property taxation, and




BE ALSO RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Wisconsin Counties
Association, Senator(s) Bewley, Representative(s) Meyers, and the other members of the

Northwest Regional Planning Commission.

Signed at the City of Ashland, Wisconsin on this 20th, day of July, 2021.

Roihond Dol

Richard Pufall,"County Bdard Chair

Heather Schutte, Ashland County Clerk

CERTIFICATION
| hereby cartify that the foregoing resolution is a
true, correct, and complate copy of a resdiution
duly and regularly passsd by tha Ashland County

Board pervisors phthe Gounty of Al r‘i
on the da of
and that said resoluucn has noi n repulad or

) AN -
Heaihﬂ w &‘.hutte Ashland Ccunty Clerk
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RBAXYFIELD

Resolution
No. 2021-42

Adding a Specific Reference in Wis, Stat. §70.11(2) to
Property Owned by Regional Planning Commissions
as Exempt froin Real Property Taxes

WHEREAS, Regional Plarining Cominissions dre created pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66,0309 by
the-Govémor upon petition of local unis of governiment and are comprised of Counties and other
Municipalities located within their defined geographical atea; and,

WIIEREAS Regional Planning Commissions are granted broad: powers in grder to address the
“physical, social and economic development of the fegion”, Which may in¢lude lidlding title to

real propérty for such purposes; dtid,

WHEREAS, Member Counties provide funds arnially to Regional Platining Commissions for
the purpose of" meeting operational expenses pursuant to Wis, “Stat, § 66. 0309(1 4Y; and,

WHEREAS, Dissolution of Regional Planuirig Commissions requires:that “all outstanding
indebtedness of the commission has been paid and &l udexpended fands reéturned to the local
units which supplied thens” pirsuarit to Wis. Stat, § 66.0309(15); arid,

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are therefore a direct instument of and created
for the benefit-of the counties and. mumcxpah&es that find them, and,

WHEREAS, all Redl Property, including Real Property ovwneéd by Wisconisin Regional Planring
Comm1ssmns, is subject to the application of Wis. Stat. § 70.11 for the purpose of obtaining

propetty tax exemipt status; and,

WHEREAS, because Wis, Stat. § 70.11(2) specifically references other joint “districts” of
cominimities, §iich & joint water authorities created under § 66.0823, but fiot specifically
planning commissions created under § 66. 0309, ambjguity exists as to whether ¢rnot planning
comrmissions qualify for exemption urider § 70.11(2);and,

WHEREAS, Regional Planiing Commissions are created by local uriits of goveriment and its
assets.aro constructively assets of those local units of government,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Bayfield County Board of Supervisors
assembled this 25 day of May 2021, to rectify the existing ambiguityin Wis. Stat, 70.11(2) the
followmg language be added to speclﬁoally include Regional Plannmg Commissions as an
additional exemption under this statute: “regional planning corumissions created under Wi,

Stat. 66.0309”; and,

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Bayfield County stronigly ericoiirages and Supports the
State Leglslature in amending Wis. Stat. § 70.1 1(2) to include a specific reference of Regional
Planning Commissions as exempt entities for the puiposé of real propeity taxation; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLYVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Wisconsin
Courities Association; Senstor Bewley, Representative Meyers; and the other members of the
Northwest Regional Planning Commission.



By Action of the:

A DenmsM Pocemxch Chazr

STATE OFAVISCONSIN )
)55
COUNTY OF BAYFIELD )

J, Lynn M. Divine; Bn)jleld Cmmly Clerk;hereby
oty Yk i foregoing is 21700 gad poitect Lopy 6F
Resolutlori No. 202142, Volume 29; adopted by the
Bayﬁcld County Board of Sigésvisors at their mecting
hield on1he 25% day of May 2021.
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RESOLUTION # 2021-15

In Support of Adding a Specific Reference in Wis. Stat, §70.11(2) to Property Owned by
Regional Planning Commissions as Exempt from Real Property Taxes

To the Honorable members of the Burnett County Board of Supervisors;

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are created pursuant to Wis. Stat. §66.0309 by the
Governor upon petition of local units of government and are comprised of counties and other

municipalities located within their defined geographical area; and

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are granted broad powers in order to address the
“physical, social and economic development of the region”, which may include holding title to

real property for such purposes; and

WHEREAS, member counties provide funds annually to Regional Planning Commissions for the
purpose of meeting operational expenses pursuant to Wis, Stat. §66.0309(14); and

WHEREAS, Dissolution of Regional Planning Commissions requires that “all outstanding
indebtedness of the commission has been paid and all unexpended funds returned fo the local

units which supplied them” pursuant to Wis. Stat. §66.0309(15); and

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are therefore 2 direct instrument of and created for
the benefit of the counties and municipalities that fund them; and

WHEREAS, all real property, including real property owned by Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commissions, is subject to the application of Wis. Stat. §70.11 for the purpose of obtaining
property tax exempt status; and

WHEREAS, because Wis. Stat. §70.11(2) specifically references other joint “districts” of
communities, such as joint water authorities created under §66.0823, but not specifically
planning commissions created under §66.0309, ambiguity exists as to whether or not planning
commissions qualify for exemption under §70.11(2); and

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are created by local units of government and its
assets are constructively assets of those local units of government.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that to rectify the existing ambiguity in Wis. Stat.
70.11(2) the following language be added to specifically include Regional Planning
Commissions as an additional exemption under this statute: “regional planning commissions

created nnder Wis. Stat. 66.0309”; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Burnett County strongly encourages and supports the State

Legislature in amending Wis. Stat, §70.11(2) to include a specific reference of Regional
Planning Commissions as exempt entities for the purpose of real property taxation; and

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Wisconsin Counties
Association, Senator Janet Bewley, Senator Rob Stafsholt, Representative' Dave Armstrong,

e e B PN e
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RESOLUTION # 2021-15

In Support of Adding a2 Specific Reference in Wis. Stat. §70.11(2) to Property Owned by
Regional Planming Commissions as Exempt from Real Property Taxes

Representative Nick Milroy, Representative Gae Magnafici and the other members of the
Northwest Regional Planning Commission.

Respectfully submitied and recommended for adoption by the Administration Committee.
Signed and dated this 17% day of May, 2021.

e,

Gerald Pardun, Secretary
() / :{ .

ChHsopher Sybers]

State of Wisconsin
County of Burnett

I, Wanda Hinrichs, the duly elected and qualified County Clerk in and for Burmett County, do
hereby certify that the attached resolution 2021-15 In Support of Adding a Specific Reference in
Wis, Stat. §70.11(2) to Property Owned by Regional Planning Commissions as Exempt from
Real Property Taxes, was adopted by the Burnett County Board of Supervisors at a legally
assembled meetfing at which a quorum was present and acted throughout. The date of passage

was May 20, 2021.

Wanda Hinrichs,
Bumett County Clerk

A28 e Gt b et e
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I cal RESOLUTION #16-21
Rell e : RESOLUTION BY SUPERVISORS LIEBAERT AND
District Number Yes No POMUSH
1. Pomush :
2 Bong Subject: Wisconsin Statutes Reference for Property Owned by
Regional Planning Commissions as Tax Exempt
3. Certa-Werner
4. Clark WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are created
5. Baker pursuant to Wis. Stat. 66.0309 by the Governor upon petition of
6. Lei local units of government and are comprised of counties and other
. Lemno . . .. e g * . ]
municipalities located within their defined geographical area, and
7. Glazman
8. Raunig - - WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are granted
9. Jaques broad powers in order to address the “physical, social and economic
development of the region”, which may include holding title to real
10. Peterson
property for such purposes, and
11, McGillis
12. Lear WHEREAS, member counties provide funds annually to
13. Allen Regional Planning Commissions for the purpose of meeting
:‘R" " operational expenses pursuant to Wis. Stat. 66.0309 (14), and
. Ryan
15. Hendrickson WHEREAS, dissolution of Regional Planning Commissions
16. Luostari requires that “all outstanding indebtedness of the commission has
17 Lieb been paid and all unexpended funds returned to the local units which
f aert . .
supplied them” pursuant to Wis. Stat. 66.0309 (15), and
18. Moen
19. Long WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are therefore
20. Borgeson a direct instrument of and created for the benefit of the counties and
municipalities that fund them, and
21. Bergman .
Rx‘\‘,; s ‘ WHE:)REAS., all real prqperty, inclu.dir.lg rea} propc?rty owned
Noes by Wisconsin Regional Planning Commissions, is subject to the
hosent  —— application of Wis. Stat. 70.11 for the purpose of obtaining property
tax exempt status, and ‘
Passed X .
Pl WHEREAS, because Wis. Stat. 70.11 (2) specifically
grt?‘end —_— references other joint “districts” of communities, such as joint water
e authorities created under 66.0823 but not specifically planning
; commissions created under 66.0309, ambiguity exists as to whether
Rev. 8-20-20 or not planning commissions qualify for exemption under 70.11 (2),

and

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are created by
local units of government and its assets are constructively assets of
those local units of government.




Roll Call
District Number Yes No
1. Pomush
2 Bong

3. Certa-Werner

4. Clark

5. Baker

6. Leino

7. Glazman

8. Raunio

9. Jaques

10. Peterson

11. McGillis

12, Lear

13. Allen

14, Ryan

15, Hendrickson

16. Luostari

17, Liebaert

'18. Moen

19. Long

20. Borgeson

Roll:
Ayes
Noes
Absent
Abstain

Passed
Lost
Refer
Amend
Other

21. Bergman

alll

]

Rev. 8-20-20

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that to rectify the
existing ambiguity in Wis. Stat. 70.11 (2) the following language be
added to specifically include Regional Planning Commissions as an
additional exemption under this statute: “regional planning
commissions created under Wis. Stat. 66.0309”, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Douglas County
strongly encourages and supports the State Legislature in amending
Wis. Stat. 70.11 (2) to include a specific reference of Regional
Planning Commissions as exempt entities for the purpose of real
property taxation, and

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be
sent to the Wisconsin Counties Association, Senator Janet Bewley,
Representatives Nick Milroy and Beth Meyers, and the other
members of the Northwest Regional Planning Commission.

Dated this 20" day of May, 2021.

(Fiscal Note: None)

ACTION: Motion by Pomush, second Hendrickson, to adopt.
Motion carried.




'RESOLUTION Bso ¢

IN SUPPORT OF ADDING
A SPECIFIC REFERENCE IN WIS, STAT. § 70.11(2) TO PROPERTY OWNED BY
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSIONS AS EXEMPT FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXES

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are created pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0309 by the
Governor upon petition of local units of government and ate comprised of Counties and other
Municipalities located within their defined geographical area, and

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are granted broad powers in order to address the
“physical, sociel and economic development of the region”, which may include holding title to

real property for such purposes, and

WHEREAS, Member Counties provide funds annually to Regional Planning Commissions for the
purpose of meeting operational expenses pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0309(14), and

WHEREAS, Dissolution of Regional Planning Commissions requires that *all ouistanding
indebtedness of the commission has been paid and all unexpended funds retumned to the local units
which supplied them” pursuant fo Wis. Stat. § 66,0309(15), and

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are therefore a direct instrument of and created for
the benefit of the counties and municipalities that fund them, and

WHEREAS, all Real Property, including Real Propetty owned by Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commissions, is subject to the application of Wis. Stat. § 70.11 for the purpose of obtaining
propetty tax exempt status, and

WHEREAS, because Wis, Stat. § 70.11(2) specifically references other joint “districts” of:

communities, such as joint water authorities created under § 66.0823, but not specifically planning
commissions created under § 66.0309, ambiguity exists as to whether or not planning commissions
qualify for exemption under § 70.11(2), and

‘WHEREAS, Regi'onal Planning Commissions are created by local units of government and its
assets are constructively assets of those local units of government,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that fo reciify the existing ambiguity in Wis, Stat.
70.11(2) the following language be added to specifically include Regional Planning Commissions
as an additional exemption under this statute: “regional planning commissions created nnder

Wis. Stat. 66.0309”, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Iron County strongly ericourages and supports the State
Legislature in amending Wis. Stat. § 70.11(2) to include a specific reference of Regional
Planning Commissions as exempt entifies for the purpose of real property taxation, and




BE ALSO RESOLVED that g copy of this resolution be sent to the Wisconsin Counties

Association, Senatot(s) e , Representative(s)
, and the other members of the Northwest Regional Planning Commission,

Executed this ,25—“’% day of éﬁ , 2021
; Py
By: /M\OI . W

Tiﬂg gém/ Chottnass
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Resolution /¥ 2/
In Support of Adding a Specific Reference in Wis. Stat. § 70.11{2)
to Property Owned by Reglonal Planning Commissions as Exempt from Real Property Taxes

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commisslons are created pursuant to Wis, Stat. § 86.0309 by the
Governor upon petition of local units of government and are comprised of Countles and Munlclpalmes
located within thelr defined geographical area; and

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are granted broad powers in order fo address the "physical,
soclal and aconomic development of the reglon”, which may include holding title to real property for such
purposes; and

WHEREAS, Member Gountles pravide funds annually to Regional Planning Commissions for the purpose
of meeting operational expenses pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0309(14); and

WHEREAS, Dissolution of a Reglonal Planning Commission would require that “all outstanding
indebfedness of the commission has been paid and all unexpended funds returned to the local unit whxch
supplied them” pursuant fo Wis. Stat, § 66.0309(15); and :

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are therefore a direct instrument of and created for the
bensfit of the counties and municipalities that fund them; and

WHEREAS, all Real Property, Including Real Property owned by Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commissions, is subject to the application of Wis. Stat. § 70.11 for the purpose of abtaining property tax
exempt status; and

WHEREAS, because Wis. Stat. § 70.11(2) specifically references other joint “districts” of communities,
such as joint water authorities created under § 66.0823, but not specifically planning commissions
created under § 66.0308, ambiguity exists as o whether ar not planning commissions qualify for
exemption under § 70.11(2); and ) .

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are created by local units of government and its assets are
constructively assets of those local units of government.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that to rectify the existing amblguity in Wis. Stat. § 70.11(2) the
following language be added o specifically Include Regional Planning Commissions as an additional
exemption under this statute: "regional planning commisslons created under Wis. Stat, § 66.0309"; and

BE IT FURTHER RESQLVED, that Northwest Regional Planning Commission (NWRPC) strongly
encourages and supporis the State Legislature in amending Wis, Stat. § 70.11(2) to include a specific
reference cf Reglonal Planning Commissions as exempt entitles for the purpose of real property taxation,

and

BE {T ALSO RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Wisconsin Gounties Association,
members of the Wisconsin Assembly and Senate representing the NWRPC region and the member
counties of the Northwe)Reglonal Planning Commission.

Jameg Hintz /

Lamy Paletek




Reviewed by County Administrator: . ey
, ticholas Trimner

ard of Supervisors this 18th day of May 2021,

“Gelunty Boaell Chalr an Gottwald, County Clerk .

For: /:_73 Agalnst: o
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RUSK COUNTY |
ROLL CALL AYE | NAY | Abstain/
Board Mewbers {¥es) | (Na) | Bxeused

1. TERRY DUSELL

2, JERRY BILLER

3. ALAN RATHSACK

4. TONY BAUSER

5. TIMOTHY MILLER

6. ROBERT STOUT

7. RANDY TATUR

8, LYLE LIEFFRING

9, BILL MCBAIN

10. KEN PEDERSEN

11, PHIL SCHNEIDER

12, JiM MEYER

13. MARK SCHMITT

14. LISA DOBROWOLSKI

15. TOM BANSON

16. JOSH UNTERSCHUETZ

17. DAVE WILLINGHAM

18, MICHABL HRABAN

19, KEN BROWN

YB BECCA STRICKLEN

YB MEGAN VANDOORN

TOTAL

ROARD ACTION

Voto Required: Majority Vole of 8 Quorum

Motion t%\'&rovo Adopted E

Ist souﬂ LY~ Defented D
an
No: Yes: Exor ___
Reviewed by
, Corp. Conusel
Reviowed by;

» Finguce Director

TISCAL IMPACT: (Note if there Js any fisenl impaet
o1 oty

Certifieations
1, Connie Meyer, Clerk of Rusk County, hereby certify

thial the above is n true gagd correet copyofin resolution
thal was adopled on {he, day of .
2021 by ths Rusk County Bonrd of Supervisors,

y
Cc:—ﬁ tie Meyer . \

Counly Clerk, Rusk County
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RESOLUTION# S/}~ 39
IN SUPPORT OF ADDING A SPECIFIC REFERENCE IN
WIS, STAT. § 70.11(2) TO PROPERTY OWNED BY REGIONAL PLANNING
COMMISSIONS AS EXEMPT FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXES

TO THE RUSK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are created pursnant to Wis, Stat. §
66.0309 by the Governor upon petition of local units of government and are comprised of
Counties and cther Municipalities located within their defined geographical area, and

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are granted broad powets in order to
address the “physical, social and sconomie development of the region”, which may
include holding title to real property for such purposes, and

WHEREAS, Member Counties provide funds annually to Regional Planning
Commissions for the purpose of meeting operational expenses pursnant to Wis. Stat, §
66.0309(14), and :

WHEREAS, Dissolution of Regional Planning Commissions requires that “all
outstanding indebtedness of the commission has been paid and all unexpended funds
returned to the local units which supplied themy” pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0309(15), and

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions ave thergfore a direct instrument of and
created for the benefit of the counties and municipalities that find them, and

WHEREAS, all Real Property, including Real Property owned by Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commissions, is subject to the application of Wis. Stat. § 70,11 for the purpose
of obtaining propeity fax exempt status, and

WHEREAS, because Wis, Stat. § 70.11(2) specifically references other joint “districts®
of communities, such as joint water authorities created under § 66.0823, but not
specificaily planning commissions created under § 66.0309, ambiguity exists as to
whether or not planning commissions qualify for exemption under § 70,11(2), and

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are created by local units of government
and its assets are constructively assets of those local units of government.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that to rectify the existing ambignity in Wis.
Stat, 70.11(2) the following language be added to specifically include Regional Planning
Commissions as an additional exemption under this statute: “regional planning
commissions created under Wis, Stat. 66.0309”, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Rusk County strongly encourages and suppoits
the Stafe Legisiature in amending Wis, Stat, § 70.11(2} to include a specific reference of
Regional Planning Commissions as exempf entities for the purpose of real property
taxation, aud

BE ALSO RESOLYED that a copy of this resolution be sent fo the Wisconsin Counties
Associntion, Senator(s) Petrowski, Representative(s) Edming, and the other members of
the Northwest Regicnal Planning Commission.

SUBMITTED BY:

Rusk Counfy Finance Committee

/2 Mt/z&;—. J/VZ:""L“

Randy Tatur , Chairman

i

<V/Mﬂm Hrabgn, Vice Chalrman 7 Thomas Hanst

77 / Tony Hauser
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RESOLUTION 3 as1=7 % @J f

IN SUPPORT.OF (
ADDING A SPECIFIC REFERENCE IN WIS, STAT. § 70.11(2) TO PROPERTY OWNED
BY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSIONS AS EXEMPT FROM REAL PROPERTY
TAXES

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are created pursnant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0309
by the Governor upon petition of local units of government and are comprised of Counties and
other Municipalities located within their defined geographical area, and

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are granted broad powers in order to
address the “physical, social and economic development of the region”, which may include holding

title to real property for such purposes, and

- WHEREAS, Member Counties provide funds annually to Regional Planning
Commissions for the purpose of meeting operational expenses pursuant to Wis. Stat. §

66.0309(14), and

WHEREAS, Dissolution of Regional Planning Commissions requires that “all outstanding
indebtedness of the commission has been paid and all unexpended funds returned to the local units
which supplied them” pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0309(15), and

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are therefore a direct instrument of and
created for the benefit of the counties and municipalities that fund them, and

. WHEREAS, all Real Property, including Real Property owned by Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commissions, is subject to the application of Wis. Stat. § 70.11 for the purpose of

' obtaining property tax exempt status, and

WHEREAS, because Wis. Stat. § 70.1 1(2) specifically references other joint “districts™ of
communities, such asjoint water authorities created under § 66.0823, but not specifically planning
commissions created under § 66.0309, ambiguity exists as to whether or not planning commissions
qualify for exemption under § 70.11(2), and

WHEREAS, Regional Planning Commissions are created by local units of government
and its assets are constructively assets of those local units of government,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that to rectify the existing ambiguity in Wis.
Stat. 70.11(2) the following language be added to specifically include Regional Planning
Commissions as an additional exemption under this statute: “regional planning commissions

created under Wis. Stat. 66.0309”, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Sawyer County strongly encourages and supports

the State Legislature in amending Wis. Stat. § 70.11(2) to include a specific reference of
Regional Planning Commissions as exempt entities for the purpose of real property taxation, and

S,Aw\jem_
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68
69

BE ALSO RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Wisconsin Counties
Association, Senator(s) Petrowski and Bewley, Representative(s) Edming, and the other
members of the Northwest Regional Planning Commission.

Recommended for adopt1on by the Sawyer County Board of Supervisors at its meetmg on May

James Schlender, Supervisor ‘ Ron Kinsley, Supervisor |

Tom Duffy, Supervisor

This Resolution is hereby adopted by the Sawyer County Board of Supervxsors this 20" day of

;:-.‘.:" Ay
Lynn Figth,

Twedd Sman, ‘

'yer County Rgfard of Supervisors Chairman ~ Sawyer County Clerk




August 23, 2021

Mr. Rick Roeser

Business Development Specialist
Northwest Regional Planning Commission
1400 South. River Street

Spooner, WI 54801

RE: Northwest Enterprise Center Network Letter of Support

Dear Mr. Roeser,

Northwestern Wisconsin Electric Company (NWE) has had a long-standing relationship with the
Northwest Regional Planning Commission (NWRPC) to enhance business development
opportunities in Burnett County. The Northwest Enterprise Center Network program has been a
vital resource for growing high quality companies within the industrial parks and surrounding
areas that NWE provides electric service to. With the pending expansion of the Grantsburg
Industrial Park, the Enterprise Center Program will remain a valuable asset to continue
development efforts well into the future.

Therefore, NWE strongly encourages and supports the Wisconsin State Legislature in amending
Wis. Stat. §70.11(2) to include a specific reference of Regional Planning Commissions as
exempt entities for the purpose of real property taxation.

Sincerely,

John Richards,
President
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Village of Grantsburg

316 South Brad Street
Grantsburg, W1 54840

August 23, 2021

Mr. Rick Roeser

Business Development Specialist
Northwest Regional Planning Commission
1400 South. River Street

Spooner, WI 54801

RE: Legislation Letter of Support

Dear Mr. Roeser,

The Village of Grantsburg, W1 has had a long-standing partnership with the Northwest Regional
Planning Commission (NWRPC) for enhancing business development opportunities in the
Village of Grantsburg, WI. The Northwest Enterprise Center Network program has been a vital
resource for growing high quality companies within the industrial park and will remain a
valuable asset to continue our development efforts in the future.

The Grantsburg Village Board reaffirmed the tax-exempt status of the Northwest Enterprise
Center Network facilities that are located within the Village upon consideration of extensive
evidence presented to the Board earlier this year. The Village incurred significant expenses
relative to securing legal counsel and allocation of staff time in following the formal process
provided by existing state statute. It’s the desire of the Village of Grantsburg to avoid making
similar expenditures that may occur again in the future if this issue is not remedied at the State
level.

Therefore, the Village of Grantsburg strongly encourages and supports the Wisconsin State
Legislature in amending Wis. Stat. §70.11(2) to include a specific reference of Regional
Planning Commissions as exempt entities for the purpose of real property taxation.

Sincerely,

'\%L‘—L‘;{?‘N /l/(ua(/
Sheila Meyer,
Clerk/Treasurer

316 South Brad Street, Grantsburg, W1 54840 715/463-2405 Fax: 715/463-5555
Website: www.grantsburgwi.com Email: villageoffice@grantsburgwi.com



http://www.grantsburgwi.com
mailto:viIlageoffice@grantsburgwi.com

Grantsburg Industrial Development Corporation
PO Box 9
Grantsburg, WI 54840

August 23, 2021

Mr. Rick Roeser

Business Development Specialist
Northwest Regional Planning Commission
1400 South. River Street

Spooner, WI 54801

RE: Northwest Enterprise Center Network Letter of Support

Dear Mr. Roeser,

The Grantsburg Industrial Development Corporation (GIDC) has had a long-standing
relationship with the Northwest Regional Planning Commission INWRPC) to enhance business
development opportunities in the Village of Grantsburg, WI. The Northwest Enterprise Center
Network program has been a vital resource for growing high quality companies within the
industrial park and surrounding area. With the pending expansion of our Industrial Park, the
Enterprise Center Program will remain a valuable asset to continue our development efforts well
into the future.

Therefore, the Grantsburg Industrial Development Corporation (GIDC) strongly encourages and
supports the Wisconsin State Legislature in amending Wis. Stat. §70.11(2) to include a specific
reference of Regional Planning Commissions as exempt entities for the purpose of real property
taxation.

Sincerely, ﬁ
\ -~--«~.\

John Richards,
President




City of Shell Lake

P.0. Box 520
Shell Lake, Wisconsin 54871
(715) 468-7679 Fax (715) 468-7638

August 23, 2021

Mr. Rick Roeser

Business Development Specialist
Northwest Regional Planning Commission
1400 South. River Street

Spooner, WI 54801

RE: Legislation Letter of Support

Dear Mr. Roeser,

Although the Northwest Enterprise Center Network program does not have a physical
presence of a Business Incubator facility located in the City of Shell Lake at this time, the
community has benefitted by the graduation and location of several companies such as
Exact Tool, Peragon Truck Bed Covers and Quality Tool Service in the City’s Industrial
Park and surrounding area. The program has been a vital resource for growing high
quality companies. In addition, the business development programs available through the
Northwest Regional Planning Commission will remain a valuable asset to continue our
future development efforts in the more rural areas of Wisconsin.

Therefore, the City of Shell Lake strongly encourages and supports the Wisconsin State

Legislature in amending Wis. Stat. §70.11(2) to include a specific reference of Regional
Planning Commissions as exempt entities for the purpose of real property taxation.

Sincerely,

City Administrator
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE ® 28™" AssemBLY DISTRICT

TO: Assembly Committee on Ways and Means
FROM: Representative Gae Magnafici

DATE: October 12th, 2021

SUBJECT: Written Testimony in Support of AB 575

Members of the Committee on Ways and Means, thank you for holding a hearing on Assembly Bill 575

(AB 575), which clarifies the tax-exempt status of regional planning commissions.

Maintaining manufacturing jobs in Wisconsin is a top priority. One way to ensure manufacturing jobs

stay in Wisconsin is through regional planning commissions.

Regional planning commissions are an intragovernmental cooperation whose duties are written in law.
The commissions are made up by member counties and are granted broad powers to partake in the
region’s crucial economic development. Some planning commissions, such as the Northwest Regional
Planning Commission (NWRPC), provide services to existing and new businesses. The NWRPC has
directly aided in the creation of high paying jobs through an innovative program where they lease

manufacturing facilities to both startups and existing businesses.

As a co-op between local governments, the NWRPC is exempt from property taxes. However, state law
does not explicitly say they are tax exempt. AB 575 clarifies regional planning commissions are tax-

exempt.

Thank you to Senator Petrowski for co-authoring this bill, and thank you to the Wisconsin Counties
Association for supporting our regional planning commissions by advocating for their tax-exempt

status. I'm happy to take any questions.

Thank you. I hope you will support this important bill. I am happy to take any questions.

P.O. Box 8953 * Madison, WI 53708-8953  (608) 267-2365 * Toll Free: (888) 529-0028

Rep.Magnalici@legis.wi.gov



NORTH CENTRAL WISCONSIN
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 7

210 McClellan Street, Suite 210, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403 k
Telephone: 715-849-5510 Fax: 715-849-5110
Web Page: www.ncwrpe.org Email: staff @ncwrpc.org NCWRPC

SERVING ADAMS, FOREST, JUNEAU, LANGLADE, LINCOLN, MARATHON, ONEIDA, PORTAGE, VILAS AND WOOD COUNTIES

November 11, 2021

Subject: Real Estate Tax Exemption

To Whom it May Concern:

This correspondence is being sent regarding any real estate owned by the North Central
Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (NCWRPC) as of October 1, 2021. The NCWRPC did
not own property prior to October 1, 2021 and does not own any property as of the date of this
letter.

Dénnis Lawren e, AICP
Executive Dlregtor

PROVIDING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION,
LAND USE PLANNING, AND TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE SINCE 1973.



SOUTHWESTERN WISCONSIN | 20> Courtse

1 REGIONAL PLANNING p: 608.342.1636  f: 608.342.1220
COMMISSION er info@swwrpc.org
J. WWW.SWWrpC.org

November 9, 2021

RE: Real Estate Tax Exemption Request

To Whom It May Concern:

This correspondence is being sent regarding any real estate owned by the Southwestern
Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SWWRPC) as of October 1, 2021. SWWRPC did
not own any property prior to October 1, 2021 and does not own any property as of the date of
his letter.

Sincerely,

T ol

Troy Maggied, Executive Direct
Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission

{h SOUTHWESTERN WISCONSIN REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION



. Northwest Regional Planning Commission Serving communities within and counties of

v ASHLAND, BAYFIELD, BURNETT,
DOUGLAS, IRON, PRICE, RUSK, SAWYER,
TAYLOR, & WASHBURN
And the Tribal Nations of

BAD RIVER, LAC COURTE ORIELLES, LAC DU
eepbn? gou’n utu’ne as ouy ocud FLAMBEAU, RED CLIFF, & ST. CROIX

Northwest Regional Planning Commission Property Ownership as of October 1, 2021.

Office Building 1400 South River Street, Spooner, WI 54801
Business Enterprise Center 355 Industrial Ave W., Grantsburg, WI 54840
Business Enterprise Center 365 Industrial Ave W., Grantsburg, WI 54840
Business Enterprise Center 68323 Lea Street, Iron River, WI 54847
(AKA: Listed on Tax Statement as 7490 Iron River Dam Road, Iron River, WI 54847)
Business Enterprise Center 540 Jensen Drive, Medford WI 54451
Business Enterprise Center 309 Hickory Hills Lane, Phillips, WI 54555
Business Enterprise Center 7991 First Street, Siren, WI 54872
Business Enterprise Center 1540 South River Street, Spooner, WI 54801
Business Enterprise Center 1580 South River Street, Spooner, WI 54801
Business Enterprise Center 1401 Valley Road, Spooner, WI 54801

(AKA: Changed from original address assignment of 800 Durand, Spooner, WI 54801)
Business Enterprise Center 1319 Valley Road, Spooner, WI 54801

Vacant Parcels — City of Spooner, Wl — No addresses assigned
65-281-2-38-12-06-5 05-007-017000
65-281-2-39-12-29-4 02-000-004000
65-281-2-39-12-29-4 02-000-005000
65-281-2-39-12-29-4 02-000-006000

phone: 715.635.2197 | fax: 716.635.7262 | 1400 South River Street, Spooner, Wl 54801 | www.nwrpc.com | info@nwrpc.com

NWRPC is an Equal Opportunity Provider




East Central Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commission

CBECWRPC

Calumet « Fond du Lac « Menominee « Outagamie
Shawano « Waupaca « Waushara « Winnebago

November 18, 2021

RE: Real Estate Tax Exemption Request

To Whom It May Concern:

This correspondence is being sent regarding any real estate owned by the East Central Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commission as of October 1, 2021. East Central Wisconsin Regional

Planning Commission does not own any property prior to October 1, 2021 and does not own any
property as of the date of his letter.

Sincerely,
Thelissa_ . Dusmeo Brasln

Melissa Kraemer Badtke
Executive Director

East Central builds relationships and cooperative, visionary growth strategies that keep our region beautiful, healthy, and prosperous.
400 Ahnaip Street, Suite 100 = Menasha, Wisconsin 54952 « PHONE 920.751.4770 = www.ecwrpc.org



BAY Y LAKE

Regional Planning I Commission | Since 1972

November 8, 2021

RE: Real Estate Tax Exemption Request

To Whom It May Concern:

This correspondence is regarding real estate owned by the Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission in
Brown County, Wisconsin, as of October 1, 2021.

In total, the Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission owns one office building. This office building is
located at 1861 Nimitz Drive, De Pere, Wi and is where the Commission office resides and its business is
handled. The Commission purchased the building in October of 2020.

Should you have any questions regarding this issue, feel free to contact me at (920) 448-2820, Ext. 102
or by email at CWoitczak@baylakerpc.org.

Best Regards,

Cindy J. Wojtczak
Executive Director

1861 Nimitz Drive ¢ De Pere, WI 54115 # Phone:920.448.2820 4 Fax: 920-448-2823 # www.baylakerpc.org



coordinate. partner. advocate. serve.

November 17, 2021

RE: Real Estate Tax Exemption Request
To Whom It May Concern:

This correspondence is being sent regarding any real estate owned by the West Central
Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (WCWRPC) as of October 1, 2021. WCWRPC did
not own any property prior to October 1, 2021 and does not own any property as of the date of
his letter.

Sincerely,

G RO

Lynn Nelson, Executive Director
West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission

LN:s

West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
800 Wisconsin Street e  Building D2-401 e MailBox9 e Eau Claire, WI 54703-3606
Phone: 715-836-2918 e Fax: 715-836-2886 e Email: wewrpc@wcwrpc.org



SOUTHEASTERN ~ WISCONSIN  REGIONAL  PLANNING ~ COMMISSION

W239 N1812 ROCKWOOD DRIVE « PO BOX 1607 « WAUKESHA, W1 53187-1607. TELEPHONE (262) 547-6721
FAX (262) 547-1103

Serving the Counties of:  KENOSHA
MILWAUKEE

OZAUKEE
RACINE
WALWORTH
WASHINGTON
WAUKESHA

November 15, 2021
To Whom It May Concern:

As of October 1, 2021, the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission owns the office
building located at W239N1812 Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, WI 53188-1113. The parcel number/tax
key ID is PWC 0994 990, and the parcel is in the City of Pewaukee in Waukesha County.

Slncerely p
I{ev( J. Muhs, PE, AICP
Executive Director

KIM/kjm
#260112



MISSISSIPPI RIVER James K, ashton, Wl
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION Margaret Baecker Independence, WI

1707 Main Street, Suite 435 Vice Chairman
La Crosse, W1 54601 Vicki Burke, Onalaska, WI
Phone: (608) 785-9396 Secretary & Treasurer
Fax: (608) 785-9394 Dave Bonifas, La Crosse, WI
Email: plan@mrrpc.com Director

Website: mrrpc.com

November 10, 2021

RE: Real Estate Tax Exemption Request

To Whom It May Concern:

This correspondence is being sent regarding any real estate owned by the Mississippi River Regional
Planning Commission as of October 1, 2021. The Mississippi River Regional Planning Commission did
not own any property prior to October 1, 2021 and does not own any property as of the date of his letter.

Sincerely,

Dave Bonifas
Executive Director

A Nine County Economic Development District Providing Assistance to Local Governments
= Land Use Planning = Zoning and Subdivision Ordinances = Transportation Planning = Economic Development Planning
*G1IS Mapping = Recreation Planning = Revolving Loan Fund Administration = Grant Writing = Socioeconomic Data Dissemination
= Assist Local Interests in Responding to State and Federal Programs *Advisory Service on Local Planning Issues
sCoordinating Agency for Programs and Activities » Public Advocacy on Issues Affecting Our Region


mailto:plan@mrrpc.com

