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Senate Committee on Transportation and Local Government

Chairwoman VanderMeer and committee members,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Assembly Bill 126, which would provide 
critical school bus lighting updates to improve safety.

The original idea for this bill came from a constituent of mine, Tina Karls, a bus driver from 
New Holstein. Tina came to me because it's nearly impossible to see the back of her bus while 
backing up in the dark in certain areas. Tina found that current Wisconsin law does not allow 
for more than two back-up lights per vehicle. The additional lights she wanted are permitted in 
most states and required in four.

Current Wisconsin law says that all vehicles can have "not more than 2 back-up lights". 
Assembly Bill 126 won't change that original back-up light statute; it will simply add a section 
to allow school buses to have one additional back-up light in front of or behind each rear wheel.

Assembly Bill 126 would also change two outdated lighting regulations. Starting in August, 
bus manufacturers are only making school buses with illuminated "school bus" signs on both 
the front and back of the bus. However, current Wisconsin law only allows for illuminated 
"school bus" signs on the front of buses. Additionally, Wisconsin law mandates that the strobe 
light on the top of the school bus is measured in joules; however, the bus manufacturers will 
only be making buses with LED lights on the top going forward, and because LED lights cannot 
be measured in joules they are currently illegal on the top of Wisconsin buses. Assembly Bill 
126 will allow illuminated "school bus" signs on the front and rear of the bus and allow for an 
LED strobe light on the top of the bus. These simple changes will allow newly made school 
buses to drive on Wisconsin roads while not outlawing older buses.

We also worked with the Department of Transportation on Assembly Bill 126 so that the 
language in their updated Trans 300 administrative code will be the same when that is 
introduced. Due to the timeline of bus manufacturers' updated school buses, we must pass this 
legislation now so that Wisconsin schools can use the newest and best school buses and provide 
our kids with the safest commutes possible.

I want to thank everyone who worked on Assembly Bill 126 with Senator Tomczyk and I.
Thank you for your consideration. I am happy to take any questions.
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Assembly Bill 126, along with Assembly Amendment 1, makes some minor, but important 
changes to state law regarding the lighting and signage on school buses. These proposed changes 
came at the request of the Wisconsin School Bus Association and other bus industry stakeholders 
and have been reviewed and approved by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation. These 
changes are being proposed to address both safety and technological changes in the busing 
industry.

Specifically, this bill and amendment do three things:

• Allows school buses to have two additional back-up lights to illuminate each rear wheel.
• Allows school buses to have two illuminated signs (one in the front and one in the rear of 

the bus).
• Allows for the strobe light on top of the bus to be LED lighting.

The two additional back-up lights came at the request of school bus drivers who said these lights 
would help them with visibility when reversing the bus at night and in low-light conditions. The 
allowance for an additional illuminated sign and use of LED lighting changes are to address 
equipment/features that many bus manufactures include on their buses, but which are not currently 
authorized under Wisconsin Statute.

It is important to note that this bill makes no change to the law for any vehicle other than a school 
bus. Further, this bill makes these changes optional so that bus operators and school districts have 
the option, but not the requirement, to include these additional features.

Thank you for your consideration of this legislation.
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Good morning Chair VanderMeer, Vice-Chair Spiros, and members of the Committee. My name is 
Cherie Hime, Executive Director for the Wisconsin School Bus Association (WSBA) that represents 200 
members including commercial operators, school districts, and suppliers to the school bus industry. I am 
here today to speak in support of AB126.

Back-up lights are an essential component of school bus safety, working in conjunction with other 
warning systems to prevent accidents and protect everyone involved. Presently, lights on the side rear 
wheels of the school bus are not allowed by statute. Realizing the many safety aspects and importance of 
lighting on the school bus, especially during darkness and low light situations, the Association supports 
adding backup lights as an option. School bus drivers, students, and the motoring public will benefit 
greatly from the additional lighting by increasing visibility. The backup lights would turn on only when 
the school bus is in reverse and shut off when switching to a different gear, ensuring their use is only in 
back-up situations.

This bill was amended to provide additional changes to school bus lighting options. WSBA requested 
updating language for the school bus strobe light as technology has changed since the strobe light was 
mandated in 1988. The current statutory language dictates technology that will no longer be available as 
light options have improved with technological advancements.

An additional amendment to the bill allows the option for school buses to install illuminated “SCHOOL 
BUS” wording on the front and rear bulkheads. The Association supports this change as an option.

WSBA thanks Representative Tusler and Senator Tomczyk for their leadership introducing this bill as 
well as all co-sponsors for supporting changes to increase awareness of the school bus.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.

Cherie A. Hime 
Executive Director
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