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Chairman Green and Committee Members:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today as the Senate author in support of Assembly Bill 
243, legislation to remove redundancies in Wisconsin law regarding the regulation of 
amusement rides at campgrounds. Thank you to Representative Callahan for his leadership on 
this proposal.

Current law requires campground owners to obtain an operating license from the Department 
of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection (DATCP). A licensed campground owner must 
also disclose and insure under ATCP 79 “amusement rides” on their premises, such as air 
pillows, bounce houses and “barrel trains” (which involve a tractor puling barrels with patrons 
riding them).

Starting in June 2023, several Wisconsin campground owners started to receive notice from 
the Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) that they would also need to 
register “amusement rides” with their agency.

To help campground owners avoid the unnecessary regulatory burden of having to answer to 
multiple state agencies, Assembly Bill 243 exempts rides in DATCP licensed campgrounds 
from regulation from DSPS, if their rides are installed according to the manufacturer’s 
recommended standards. This bill is a reintroduction of 2023 Senate Bill 1001/Assembly Bill 
1070, and is a simple legislative fix to eliminate duplicative regulations in Wisconsin law.

Upon consultation with DSPS and campground owners, I am offering an amendment that 
would narrow the intent of this legislation to specifically exempt the popular “jumping pillow” 
amusement ride from regulation, defined as “an inflatable, air supported, and permanently 
installed recreational device that is designed for use by campers for jumping or bouncing, is 
anchored at ground level, and is not intended to be portable or transported for use at fairs, 
carnivals or amusement parks.”

Thank you for your time and consideration, and I welcome your questions.



Calvin Callahan
STATE REPRESENTATIVE • ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 35

Office: (608) 237-9135 
Toll Free: (888) 534-0035

Rep.Callahan@legis.wi.gov 
P.O. Box 8952 

Madison, Wl 53708-8952

Testimony in Support of Assembly Bill 243
Assembly Committee on Tourism 

January 7th, 2026

Chairman Green and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on 
Assembly Bill (AB) 243.

Assembly Bill 243 proposes an amendment to current state law that exempts amusement rides 
located at campgrounds licensed and regulated by the Department of Safety and Professional 
Services (DSPS), provided that these rides are installed, maintained, and operated in accordance 
with the manufacturer's published specifications and recommended safety standards. Under 
current law, DSPS has jurisdiction over all amusement rides, regardless of location or scale.

The exemption created by this bill is narrowly tailored. It applies only to rides within DATCP- 
licensed campgrounds that adhere strictly to manufacturer guidelines, including load capacities, 
installation procedures, and routine inspection requirements. This ensures that safety 
compliance remains codified, while reducing duplicative oversight for small-scale, seasonal 
amusement rides that pose a lower risk relative to large commercial attractions.

Currently, campground operators face dual regulatory framework: they must comply with DATCP 
licensing requirements while also adhering to DSPS amusement ride regulations. This dual 
compliance creates administrative inefficiencies, increases operational costs, and' can 
inadvertently discourage investment in family-oriented recreational amenities. By aligning safety 
oversight with manufacturer standards and existing campground inspections, this bill preserves 
consumer protection while streamlining regulatory enforcement.

In conclusion, Assembly Bill 243 provides a targeted, risk-based regulatory adjustment that 
maintains safety standards, reduces administrative duplication, and supports the continued 
operation and economic viability of licensed campgrounds across the state.

I respectfully ask the committee to support Assembly Bill 243.

mailto:Rep.Callahan@legis.wi.gov


Wisconsin Association of Campground Owners

www.wisconsincamDgrounds.com
office@wisconsincampgrounds.com

PO Box 228, Ettrick, W! 54627
608-525-2327

1/7/26
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Re: Request for Support of Assembly Bill 243 (Amusement Ride Exclusion for Jumping
Pillows at Campgrounds)

Dear Representative Green & Committee Members,

On behalf of the Wisconsin Association of Campground Owners (WACO) and the approximately 
230+ private campgrounds we represent across the state,! am writing to express our strong 
support for 2025 Wisconsin Assembly Bill 243, with the proposed amendment.

Since the initial introduction of ASSEMBLY BILL 243, WACO has worked hard to strengthen our 
relationship with the Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS). We appreciate 
DSPS's willingness to meet with us, listen to our members' concerns, and discuss how the bill 
would affect real-world campground operations.

Following those conversations with DSPS, WACO developed the amendment now before you. 
Our goal was to address the issues raised, provide greater clarity, and ensure the bill is both 
practical for campground owners and consistent with sound safety practices.

A particular area of concern has been jumping pillows. These features are:

• Installed according to specific manufacturer guidelines and specifications;

• Properly anchored and designed to remain in one location for many years; and

• Rarely, if ever, moved once installed.

Because of this, additional registration and inspection by DSPS would not meaningfully change 
how jumping pillows are installed or maintained and thus would not prevent injuries that are 
more closely related to user behavior, supervision, or weather/operating conditions rather than 
the installation itself. The amendment reflects this reality by ensuring that regulation is 
targeted, reasonable, and risk-based, rather than duplicative.

WACO believes that ASSEMBLY BILL 243, as amended, will:

Provide more precise and more appropriate regulatory expectations for campground 
owners;
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• Avoid unnecessary administrative burdens that do not improve safety outcomes; and

• Support tourism, small businesses, and local economic development while maintaining a 
strong commitment to guest safety.

We are grateful for the opportunity to work constructively with DSPS and the Legislature on this 
issue, and we see this bill with the amendment as a balanced approach that respects both 
public safety and practical campground operations.

For these reasons, the Wisconsin Association of Campground Owners respectfully urges your 
support and passage of Wisconsin Assembly Bill 243 with the WACO amendment.

Thank you for your consideration and leadership on issues affecting Wisconsin's small 
businesses and tourism industry. We would be happy to answer any questions or provide 
additional information.

Lori Severson 
Executive Director
Wisconsin Association of Campground Owners (WACO)
608-525-2323 | 608-792-5915
office (5) wisconsinca m pgrounds.com

Sincerely,
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