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Thank you, Chairman Swearingen and committee members, for allowing me to testify in
favor of Assembly Bill 308, which will prohibit federal, state, and local taxpayer dollars
from being used to benefit undocumented immigrants. I also want to thank Senator
Wanggaard for his leadership on this bill.

In January of this year, Minnesota expanded eligibility of their health services coverage
program, MinnesotaCare, to allow individuals unlawfully present in the United States to
enroll. It was estimated that this would cost Minnesota taxpayers $200 million over four
years. Since then, Minnesota has rescinded this expansion. What's more alarming is an
audit revealed that [llinois spent nearly $900 million to provide government-funded health
services for undocumented immigrants - well over 200% more than what they projected.

These are enormous price tags for individuals who are here unlawfully. This cannot, and
should not, be the case here in Wisconsin. With a state budget that is already very lean, we
must prioritize our citizens over those here unlawfully. While Wisconsin currently doesn’t
allow undocumented immigrants to enroll in BadgerCare, this bill preemptively ensures
that Wisconsin does not become like Minnesota or Illinois.

This bill also creates some flexibility. In the case that the federal government allows any
resident of the state to be eligible, regardless of citizenship status, the provisions of this bill
do not apply. It also ensures that Wisconsin will not be at risk of losing any federal dollars
if federal standards change.

This bill isn"t about immigration, it's about protecting our constituents” hard earned
taxpayer dollars. We must do what's best for our constituents who entrusted us with
representing them.

Thank you again, for the opportunity to testify before this committee today and I am happy
to answer any questions you may have.
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Thank you, Chairman Swearingen and committee members, for hearing Assembly Bill 308 today.
Simply put, this bill will extend the current requirements for Medicaid and BadgerCare to all other
health services paid for by the State of Wisconsin.

Earlier this year, an Illinois state audit revealed that the state had spent nearly $900 million on health
benefits for illegal immigrants — nearly 200% more than was initially budgeted for. The audit results
were so outrageous that even liberals in Illinois decided to end the program that provided health care to
illegal immigrants.

Likewise in Minnesota, the legislature there, in bi-partisan fashion, voted to end eligibility for illegal
immigrants due to questions about their state’s long-term financial health. You may recall, this was the
last vote that former Minnesota House Speaker, Democrat Melissa Hortman, took before being
assassinated a few days later at her home.

This experiment has already been tried in Illinois and Minnesota and it failed. Assembly Bill 308 will
ensure that Wisconsin is not the next test dummy extending health benefits to illegal aliens.

Under current law, citizenship is a requirement to enroll in Medicaid and BadgerCare. That is not
changing. Assembly Bill 308 will ensure that no other state funds are used to pay for health care services
of unlawfully present individuals.

Specifically, the bill prohibits subsidizing, reimbursing, or otherwise providing compensation for health
care services. This is important to emphasize. The specific language of the bill refers to enrolling in state
programs. It does not mean that, for example, an illegal immigrant in the state prison system could not

receive health care services from DOC.

Assembly Bill 308 extends the current citizenship requirement of Medicaid and BadgerCare to all state
funded health care service programs provided in Wisconsin.

Thank you for hearing this bill today and I urge your support.
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Hi Ann,

Brad Munger <bradmunger@gmail.com>
Thursday, September 4, 2025 8:11 AM
Rep.Roe

Brad Munger

AB 308 Opposition

I'hope you are well. | am unable to attend the public hearing today on AB 308, but hope my commentary can be
included in the record. { don’t know if your office has a way to convey my perspective to the committee. | would
appreciate it if you could. Thank you!

Chairperson and Members of the Committee on State Affairs:

I'm speaking in strong opposition to Assembly Bill 308.

1. Undermines Public Health and Economic Rationale
AB 308 mandates prohibiting all state, local, and federal funds administered through Wisconsin’s state treasury from
being used for health services of individuals not lawfully present.WisPoliticsLegiScan

Health Risks & Cost-Effectiveness

Denying access to preventative and primary healthcare for anyone—regardless of immigration status—drives up
long-term costs. Treatable conditions worsen and end up in emergency rooms, raising insurance premiums and
burdening taxpayers.

Economic Toll

Undocumented Wisconsinites contribute significantly to our state’s economy—through labor, taxes, and
community participation. Excluding them from basic health services is short-sighted and counterproductive.

2. Conflicts with Wisconsin’s Public Health Obligations

e

Communicable Disease Control

Infectious diseases do not respect legal status. Excluding certain people from healthcare weakens our disease
surveillance and control—including for flu, TB, and COVID-19—placing all Wisconsinites at risk.

Community Well-Being

Healthier communities benefit everyone. Ensuring access to healthcare for all residents lowers overall public
costs and improves social outcomes. '

3. Potential Legal and Federal Funding Consequences

Conflict with Federal Programs

Federal Medicaid and CHIP programs, along with public health grants, often allow emergency or limited care
irrespective of immigration status. AB 308 may jeopardize federal healthcare reimbursements and grant
eligibility.

Legal Vulnerability

Denying-care-could-be-challenged-under-federatEMTALAstandards, whichrequire-hospitatstotreatindividuals

in emergencies regardless of status. This bill risks placing Wisconsin in legal contention.

4. Ethical Concerns and Wisconsin Values

Contrary to Shared Values
Wisconsin has a long tradition of compassion and equity. AB 308 erects punitive barriers and conflicts with our
values of inclusion, fairness, and responsible governance.

Thank you for your consideration.



mailto:bradmunger@gmail.com

Brad Munger, LPC (he/his/him)
Bradmunger@gmail.com
608-931-9527

* eague of Women Voters of Janesville: https://www.lwvivl.org

*Fair Maps Coalition of Wisconsin: FairmapsWl.com

*Diversity Action Team {DAT): https://www.datrockco.org

*NAACP: https://www.naacpwi.org/branches

*Town Hall Coalition: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574780943844
*National Alliance on Mental liiness of Wisconsin: NAMWisconsin.org
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