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Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on AB 352.

Mylar balloons, while commonly used for celebrations, pose substantial risks 
to public infrastructure, the environment, and wildlife. Their metallic 
coating is conductive and can cause dangerous short circuits if they come 
into contact with power lines. This often results in power outages, fire 
hazards, and dangerous conditions involving downed electrical lines, 
endangering both the public and emergency personnel.

From an environmental standpoint, Mylar balloons are non-biodegradable. 
They can travel long distances before landing in parks and 
waterways. Where they contribute to pollution and ecological damage. As 
they break down into microplastics over time, they become even more 
difficult to clean up and more harmful to wildlife and the environment.

Animals, marine life and birds often mistake deflated Mylar balloons or 
balloon fragments for food. Ingestion can cause choking, internal blockages, 
or slow starvation. Additionally, the attached ribbons and strings pose 
entanglement hazards that can immobilize animals, prevent feeding, or 
cause injury and death.

To address these concerns while allowing for limited ceremonial or 
celebratory uses, we are proposing a policy that limits the release of no more 
than 10 Mylar balloons at a time. This proposed threshold provides a 
reasonable compromise—acknowledging the cultural and emotional 
significance that balloon releases can hold, such as during memorials— 
while dramatically reducing the volume of hazardous material entering the 
environment and power grid.

Ultimately, even one Mylar balloon can cause harm, but limiting releases to 
10 or fewer represents a meaningful step toward reducing systemic risks 
while allowing room for responsible use.
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Chair Goeben and members of the Assembly Committee on Environment,

Thank you for holding a hearing on this bill. This bill would prohibit the harmful practice of releasing Mylar balloons into 
the atmosphere. Just by talking about this today, we are highlighting to the community the risks of balloon releases. Once 
the community hears about the harm Mylar balloons cause to our infrastructure and environment, people become 
supportive of our efforts to control the release of them. After this hearing was scheduled, over a dozen of my constituents 
contacted me with words of support.

Today I ask for your support for Assembly Bill 352, which proposes a small but meaningful step to protect our 
environment and our electrical infrastructure.

Every balloon that goes up must eventually come down. And when it does, it doesn’t just disappear. It lands as litter in our 
parks, on our roads, or in our waterways.

There are good reasons why littering is already prohibited under our law. Litter causes both physical and aesthetic harm to 
our natural areas. Because they land miles away from where they are released, balloons are particularly threatening to fish, 
birds, and other wildlife that make their homes in Lake Michigan. When balloons are released, it becomes difficult or 
impossible to enforce existing litter laws because the balloons float so far away.

Mylar balloons are also dangerous for our power grid. During a single weekend this summer, balloons disrupted power for 
2,000 We Energies customers. Over the last five years, incidents involving Mylar balloons have led to power outages for 
more than 120,000 customers. When Mylar balloons hit power lines, their metallic coating conducts electricity, shorts out 
the circuit, and can even start fires that bring power lines down.

On any given day, you can find a news story somewhere in the country about Mylar balloons disrupting powerlines.
That’s why several states have already enacted this legislation and why it has gained the support of WE Energies.

States that have passed legislation similar to this, including California, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Hawaii, Maine, 
Maryland, Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Virginia.

Current littering laws don’t enable adequate enforcement. By the time a balloon lands, it’s impossible to trace back to who 
released it. That’s why AB 352 focuses on the release itself.

This bill would:

■ Prohibit the intentional release of 10 or more Mylar balloons inflated with lighter-than-air gasses
■ Allow indoor releases with permission, and allow releases for scientific or meteorological purposes.
■ Set the penalty at a $500 forfeiture, the same as other littering violations.

This is a commonsense, targeted step to reduce pollution, protect wildlife, and prevent costly power outages. This is not 
about punishing someone for one balloon escaping. It’s about stopping mass releases that we know create real, 
preventable harm.

Please join me in supporting AB 352. This bill will help keep our communities safe, protect Wisconsin’s natural beauty, 
and save taxpayers and utilities from avoidable costs.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) welcomes the opportunity to provide written 
testimony on AB 352, related to balloon release.

This bill prohibits the release into the atmosphere of 10 or more balloons commonly called Mylar 
balloons, except if the balloons are released indoors, released for scientific or meteorological purposes, 
or released by or on behalf of any government agency for scientific or meteorological purposes.

While the Department has no experience with the management of Mylar balloons, we understand that 
balloon releases may impact the environment and the economy. They may result in littering of beaches, 
lakes, and natural areas; injuries to wildlife, livestock, and pets that eat balloon fragments and get 
tangled in ribbons or strings; or cause sparks and power outages when foil balloons come in contact with 
power lines. The Department does not have any data on where or how often this occurs.

Approximately 11 other states and several individual municipalities across the country have some sort of 
prohibition on releasing balloons. Some laws limit the number and types of balloons that can be 
released, others are outright bans on releasing helium-filled balloons. Rather than allowing up to nine 
Mylar balloons to be released, the bill authors could consider restricting all balloon releases or 
prohibiting any number of Mylar balloons from being released, except for the reasons already included 
in the bill. This consideration is important when enforcing the bill provisions. For example, if someone 
releases nine balloons and later the same day releases nine more, would that be a violation?

AB352 would provide the ability to give citations of $500 for the release of 10 or more balloons.
Balloon releases would be very difficult to enforce because it would be hard to ‘catch in the act’ or trace 
back to a specific group or person if balloon litter is found. Instead, the Department would need to focus 
on public information outreach around prevention of balloon releases. If this bill provided annual 
funding for this targeted outreach, it would allow us to scale up our efforts and make them more 
effective. The bill could alternatively include language that would give authority to municipal 
jurisdictions for enforcement of balloon releases. This would provide better oversight at the local level.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this written testimony. If you have questions or if there is any 
further information the department can provide, please contact Calvin Boldebuck, DNR Legislative 
Director, at Calvin.Boldebuck@Wisconsin.gov.
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