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Thank you, Chairman Feyen and Members for holding this hearing and the opportunity to 
testify before you as the Senate author of Senate Bill 143 and its companion, Assembly Bill 
149, which I have introduced with Rep. Sortwell and which has already unanimously passed 
the Assembly Campaigns and Elections Committee 6-0 in the same form, as well as the full 
Assembly on a voice vote.

Wisconsin has a proud third-party tradition. “Fighting Bob” La Follette launched his own 
third-party presidential candidacy in 1924, winning 16.6% of the popular vote, one of the 
strongest third-party showings in U.S. history.

But last Summer, an employee of the Democratic National Committee sullied that tradition 
by suing to keep Green Party candidate Jill Stein off the Wisconsin ballot, fearing she would 
siphon enough votes away from his candidate to swing Wisconsin’s electoral votes to the 
opponent. The Democrats launched a similar attack on the Green Party in Nevada.

The Democrats’ challenge seeking to oust Stein argued that the Green Party couldn’t 
nominate presidential electors in Wisconsin, because the party does not have any state 
officeholders or legislative candidates authorized to nominate presidential electors. The 
Green Party countered that the party met all of its legal requirements and that their 
candidate should be allowed to remain on the ballot.

In the end, Jill Stein remained on the state ballot, because the Wisconsin Supreme Court 
refused to hear the case, although justices did not state their reasoning for doing so.

Senate Bill 143/ Assembly Bill 149 clarifies state law and protects ballot access for third- 
party candidates by conferring the authority to nominate presidential electors to the state 
party chair. This simple change will stop the shenanigans of political operatives who run to 
courts seeking to shield their candidates by limiting options for voters. It will also honor and 
preserve Wisconsin’s historic political heritage as a home for third party candidates- 
candidates who I can recall in the past receiving more votes in many wards in our state than 
their competitors from one of the two established major parties.

Thank you for your consideration of Senate Bill 143 Assembly Bill 149. I’d be happy to 
answer any questions.
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Chairman Feyen and members of the Senate Committee on Government Operations, Labor, and 
Economic Development - Thank you for giving me the opportunity to testify on SB 143, relating 
to the nomination of presidential electors.

Last year’s election cycle, in an attack on democracy, the Democratic National Committee 
sought to prevent the Green Party ballot access on the presidential ballot, citing that their party 
does not have any state office holders to nominate presidential electors in Wisconsin. Ultimately, 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court did not hear the lawsuit, and Jill Stein remained on the ballot.

We believe that no political candidate should be restricted ballot access and discouraged to run 
because their respective party has not won a political office yet. A party is not entitled to a 
monopoly for ballot access and certain votes.

To make the law clear, this legislation protects political third parties from frivolous lawsuits by 
allowing the chairperson of the party’s state committee to nominate their presidential electors.

I appreciate the opportunity to testify on this legislation and would gladly answer any questions 
the committee may have.
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