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Senate Bill 199 & Assembly Bill 166 
Senate Committee on Universities and Technical Colleges 

October 15, 2025

Chair Hutton and Members of the Committee:

The Wisconsin Technical College System (WTCS) is providing information on Senate Bill 199 and 
Assembly Bill 166. Among the provisions in the bill are requirements that technical colleges collect and 
annually report to the Higher Educational Aids Board (HEAB) information related to undergraduate 
degree programs.

WTCS currently produces several comprehensive reports on costs and outcomes, including (but not 
limited to) an annual Graduate Outcomes Report that surveys graduates 6 months following graduation 
and a Five Year Graduate Follow-Up report that surveys graduates five years following their graduation 
based on a 4-year longitudinal survey. These reports can be accessed at the following links:

• Graduate Outcomes Report: https://www.wtcsvstem.edu/impact/publications/graduate- 
outcomes-report/

• Five Year Graduate Follow-Up Report: https://www.wtcsystem.edu/impact/publications/five- 
year-graduate-follow-up/

If WTCS reports and data currently collected by technical colleges can meet the requirements under the 
bill, the WTCS System Office and technical colleges may need adjustments to data systems and 
dedicated staffing to support the collection, review and reporting of this information to HEAB. The 
greater the alignment between current WTCS processes and data collection methodologies, the lower 
the expected administrative costs to the WTCS System Office and to technical colleges. WTCS would 
welcome opportunities for collaboration and further discussion on implementation to ensure format of 
the reporting is well-aligned with current methodologies and accurately reflects two-year college 
nuances.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Nicolet College, Northcentral, Northeast Wisconsin, Northwood Tech, Southwest Tech, Waukesha County, Western
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DATE: October 15, 2025

TO: Members of the Senate Committee on Universities and Technical Colleges

FROM: Ben Passmore, Associate Vice President for Policy Analysis and Research

RE: Testimony for Information Only on Senate Bill 199 & Assembly Bill 166

Thankyou, Chair Hutton, Vice-Chair Cabral-Guevara, and committee members, for 
providingthe Universities of Wisconsin an opportunity to offer testimony on Senate Bill 199 
(SB 199) and Assembly Bill 166 (AB 166).

The Universities of Wisconsin (UWs) continue to be a national leader in public reporting of 
data. We maintain and continuously update the user-friendly and publicly available 
Accountability Dashboard on our website that allows anyone to view data about our 
universities. Metrics include one-, five-, and 10-year salary information by campus and 
major, as well as data points tracking student access, economic development, progress 
and completion, and student affordability.

We also have another publicly available dashboard of Interactive Reports delving further 
into some of these items, includingfinancial aid, retention and graduation, and time and 
credits to degree. Student success has always been our top priority, and the Universities of 
Wisconsin will continue to ensure accurate data and outcomes transparency for 
prospective students.

SB 199/AB 166 would require institutions of higher education to report cost and student 
outcomes to the Higher Educational Aids Board (HEAB) so that these data points can be 
shared with high school juniors and seniors. Assembly Amendment 1 expands this to 
sophomores as well. Most of the data points that this legislation would require us to 
collect are already being collected and publicly reported by each of the 13 universities on 
both the state and the federal level, as noted regarding our publicly available dashboards.

In addition to our publicly available data, the U.S. Department of Education (USDoE) 
maintains college scorecards that display information such as the average annual cost to 
attend and median earnings for graduates. Prospective applicants can also look at key 
data points for different areas of study at an individual university. Data includes median 
earnings, median debt, number of graduates, and the largest fields of study at each 
institution. Accordingto the USDoE, many elements of this data are available onlyfor 
students who receive federalfinancial aid. Data is reported at the individual level to the

National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS), which is used to distribute federal aid, and
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Wisconsin Association of Independent Colleges and Universities
To

Senate Committee on Universities and Technical Colleges 
Senate Bill 199/Assembly Bill 166 

October 15,2025

Chairman Hutton and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on Assembly Bill 166 and Senate Bill 199. 
My name is Rebecca Larson, Executive Vice President for External Relations at the Wisconsin 
Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (WAICU). In my role, I work on both 
state and federal legislative and regulatory policy and external relations initiatives on behalf of 
our institutions and their students.

WAICU is the official organization of Wisconsin’s private, nonprofit colleges and universities. 
Wisconsin’s independent institutions are proud to be an exemplary public-private partnership 
for the State of Wisconsin where every dollar that the state invests in our students yields 
significant returns. WAICU institutions graduate 23 percent of the bachelor’s degrees and 33 
percent of the advanced degrees statewide, many in high-demand occupations, such as health 
care, education, business, and engineering. Please see page three of our WAICUPEDIA I have 
included with my testimony to view our contributions to in-demand professions.

I would like to commend the author's intention of seeking to provide information to high school 
students through the academic and career planning process. Providing additional information 
earlier to help students develop thoughtful career plans after high school is a laudable and 
necessary effort, something we are also looking to address through dual enrollment policy. 
However, I would like to share information with the Committee about the Department of 
Education’s reporting requirements that already exist for this purpose.

First, the College Scorecard pulls together data from different sources that are mandated by the 
Department of Education, including program costs, financial aid, academic program offerings, 
outcomes such as graduation rate and retention rate, student-to-faculty ratio, post-graduation 
earnings (typically at 1-, 5-, and 10-year intervals), median total debt after graduation, and 
more. This tool provides extensive institution-level and program-level information on all U.S. 
postsecondary institutions that receive Title IV funding, making it a valuable resource that has 
been widely used by students and families as they start exploring college options.

122 W. Washington Avenue, Suite 700 Madison, WI 53703-2723 608.256.7761 
www.wisconsinsprivatecolleges.org
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Message from Our President

Independent higher education in Wisconsin plays a critical role in 
addressing workforce needs and fueling economic growth across the 
state. WAICU-member institutions, comprising the state's private, nonprofit 
colleges and universities, are uniquely positioned to deliver the best return on 
investment for Wisconsin's future.

Every year, our institutions confer degrees upon 12,800 graduates—23 percent 
of all bachelor's degrees and 33 percent of advanced degrees statewide—all
without direct operating support from taxpayers.

Our twenty-two colleges and universities are attuned to the demands of the 
marketplace, offering innovative programs in high-need areas such as 
healthcare, artificial intelligence, and engineering. Graduates of WAICU- 
member institutions are educated with critical thinking skills to evaluate and 
respond to society's challenges and are prepared to meet workforce demands. 
Nearly 90 percent of our graduates are employed or in graduate school 
within a year of graduation. Notably, two-thirds work in Wisconsin upon 
graduation, directly contributing to the state's economy as active citizens and 
taxpayers.

Eric W. Fulcomer, PhD
WAICU President

The Wisconsin Grant Program amplifies this impact. For every dollar the state invests in our students 
through this program, WAICU members provide $24 in institutional financial aid, ensuring access and
affordability for students. Independent higher education is a driving force for Wisconsin's workforce 
readiness and vitality. Our institutions are inextricably linked to the future success of our state.
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