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Chairman Kapenga and Colleagues:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today as the author in support of Senate Bill 253,
legislation I have authored with Rep. Rob Brooks to provide that the state retains concurrent
jurisdiction over matters involving juveniles on federal enclaves.

Historically, the federal government has exercised exclusive jurisdiction over state lands
hosting federal facilities through an agreement with the host state. But there are problems
with exclusive federal jurisdiction. As more civilians work on U.S. military bases, fewer options
and state resources are available to those facing criminal charges.

When adjudicating cases involving juvenile offenders, exclusive federal jurisdiction often forces
offenders into adult courts, due to a lack of options for state and local courts. Sentences tend
to be harsher, and criminal conviction records impact the juvenile for life.

Under this bill, Wisconsin would retain concurrent jurisdiction on federal lands over matters
involving juvenile civilian family members of service members. This legal arrangement would
allow for better suited, youth-focused solutions, including more rehabilitative approaches,
tailored to address crimes and misdemeanors of juvenile offenders.

This legislation was drafted in consultation with and at the request of the Department of
Defense state liaison office. Thank you for your time and consideration, I ask you to join me in
supporting Senate Bill 253. I am happy to answer any questions you may have.



