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Chair Tomczyk and members of the Senate Committee on Transportation and Local 
Government, thank you for holding a public hearing on Senate Bill 392 (SB 392), relating to 
driver education instruction on school bus safety. I appreciate the opportunity to testify in 
support of this important legislation.

SB 392 is a straightforward but meaningful proposal aimed to keep children safe, and alive, 
as they travel to and from school.

All 50 states have laws requiring motorists to stop for a school bus when its red lights are 
flashing and the stop signal arm is extended. Despite these laws, school buses continue to 
be illegally passed at alarming rates. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA), nearly a quarter (24.3% to be precise) of individuals who have 
illegally passed a bus with the arm out did not realize doing so is against the law.1 This bill 
seeks to rectify that in Wisconsin.

Under this bill, all driver education courses approved by the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation must include instruction on: student crossing safety, school bus warning 
lights, and when motorist stops are required for a stopped school bus and how 
requirements are affected by highway configuration.

Drivers unfamiliar with school bus laws and how requirements change on divided 
highways or multi-lane roads can unintentionally violate the law and endanger students. 
This bill ensures all new drivers in Wisconsin receive the same safety training on this issue, 
regardless of where or how they take their course. The goal of this bill is to reduce 
avoidable tragedies by teaching critical rules before drivers develop unsafe habits.

Every school year in Wisconsin, there are numerous near-misses and violations where 
drivers fail to stop for school buses or misinterpret flashing signals. These incidents put 
children at serious risk-and are entirely preventable with proper education.

This bill is a simple improvement to existing driver education standards that will save lives 
and protect children across Wisconsin. By ensuring new drivers understand the rules for 
stopping for school buses and navigating school zones, we take a proactive step toward 
safer communities and save lives.

Thank you for your consideration of Senate Bill 392 and 1 encourage support for improving 
safety for Wisconsin's children.

1 National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Illegally Passing Stopped School Buses: Driver Knowledge, Attitudes, and Behavior 
(Report No. DOT HS 813 534, August 2023), U.S. Department of Transportation. Available at: httns: //www.nhtsa.gov/school-bus- 
safetv/reducing-illegal-passing-school-buses. Accessed 10/24/2025.

mailto:Rep.Penterman@legis.wisconsin.gov
http://www.nhtsa.gov/school-bus-safetv/reducing-illegal-passing-school-buses
http://www.nhtsa.gov/school-bus-safetv/reducing-illegal-passing-school-buses


^Association ■

WISCONSIN SCHOOL BUS ASSOCIATION
P: 608.514.5470 * E: cherie@wi-sba.org * www.wi-sba.org

Testimony of the Wisconsin School Bus Association 
IN SUPPORT OF SB392 

Before the Senate Committee on Transportation 
October 28, 2025

Greetings Chair Tomczyk and members of the Committee. I am here today to speak in support of SB392. 
The Wisconsin School Bus Association represents more than 200 members including commercial 
operators, school districts, and suppliers to the school bus industry.

The Association’s objective is to promote and encourage safety in school bus transportation in Wisconsin. 
This bill is focused on education for motorists obtaining their drivers license. Surprisingly there is no 
requirement in Wisconsin statutes regarding the instruction of driving around a school bus to motorists 
seeking a drivers license, even though the ‘yellow’ school bus has been used since 1939.

The WisDOT educational manual for motorists includes information about how to drive near school buses 
and it is important to ensure that new drivers understand these laws, penalties, and the hazards associated. 
With this bill, instructors will be required to teach on the school bus lights and their meaning, student 
crossing, roadway variation requirements such as a divided highway, and stopped school buses.

Motorists who disregard or fail to understand school bus safety laws put children at risk every day. The 
WSBA 2025 annual driver survey of illegal passings discovered an average 35% of drivers do not stop 
for the stopped school bus with red lights flashing. The lack of required driver education training could 
account for why motorists are confused about what to do when they approach a stopped school bus with 
red lights flashing. WSBA asks legislators to ensure that Wisconsin motorists are educated on school 
bus safety.

WSBA thanks Representative Penterman and Senator James for their leadership introducing this bill as 
well as all co-sponsors for supporting changes that will assist with increasing a safer environment for 
Wisconsin pupils.

Sincerely,

Cherie A. Hime 
Executive Director
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Greetings Chair Tomczyk and members of the Committee. I am here today to speak in support of 
SB392. Kobussen Buses Ltd. has been serving school districts with safe school bus services for 
over 85 years and currently we contract with over 33 school districts in Wisconsin.
Kobussen’s objective is to promote and encourage safety in school bus transportation. This bill is 
focused on education for motorists obtaining their driver’s license. Surprisingly there is nothing 
in Wisconsin’s statutes requiring the instruction and hazards of driving around a school bus even 
though the ‘yellow’ school bus has been used since 1939.
Lack of education creates confusion and noncompliance with the law, risking children’s lives 
every day.
Every day 100’s of Wisconsin school buses are passed by motorists that do not fully understand 
the law and the fact that they must stop for a stopped school bus. Over the past several years we 
have seen more and more illegal passings of school buses. We do our best to report as many 
incidents as possible, but this is only reactionary to an event that has happened we must educate 
motorists before injuries happen. This also adds to the already stressful job of being a bus driver, 
of which we don’t have enough of. We must do everything we can to educate the Wisconsin 
motorists before students are injured.
I would like to thank Representative Penterman and Senator James for their leadership 
introducing this bill as well as all co-sponsors for supporting changes that will assist with 
increasing a safer environment on the bus for all Wisconsin pupils.

SbL^U.—
Dan Kobussen 
President
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Good morning Chair Tomczyk and members of the committee. My name is Derrick Boxrucker, 
President of Southwest Bus Services, serving Prairie du Chien, DeSoto, Sparta, Iowa Grant, 
Seneca, and Weston school districts.

I am here today in support of Senate Bill 392. This bill requires that driver education include 
school bus safety. As contractors, we train our drivers thoroughly — but we cannot control the 
general driving public. Right now, there is no requirement in Wisconsin law for motorists 
obtaining a license to be formally instructed on the hazards of driving near school buses, even 
though the yellow school bus has been part of our roads since 1939.

Every week, my drivers report motorists illegally passing stopped buses. Despite flashing lights 
and stop arms, too many cars drive right past. That is the moment children are at the greatest risk 
— when crossing the road. A recent statewide survey found that an average of 35% of drivers 
failed to stop when required. That is unacceptable.

SB 392 addresses this problem directly. It ensures that new drivers will learn the meaning of 
school bus warning lights, when and how to stop safely, rules for student crossing, roadway 
variations such as divided highways, and the penalties for violations. By teaching these lessons 
early, we build awareness, reduce violations, and save lives.

I also want to thank Representative Penterman, Senator James, and the co-sponsors for their 
leadership on this commonsense safety measure.

Closing
On behalf of the families and districts we serve, I respectfully urge you to pass SB 392. 
Wisconsin’s children deserve nothing less.

Thank you.

Derrick Boxrucker
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