State Senator Sheila Harsdorf

DEC 1 5 2004 December 15, 2004

Senator Joe Leibham
Chair, Legislative Council Study Committee on Election Law
Room 127 South

Dear Senator Leibham:

In response to input I have received from a municipal cletk in my district, I would like to
request that the Legislative Council Study Committee on Election Law review and considet
legislation that would reinstate the requirement that voters provide a reason for obtaining an
absentee ballot.

I have enclosed correspondence from the Hudson City Clerk that outlines the specific
problems for your review, as well as a resolution that was passed by the Hudson City Council
expressing their support for such a change.

Thank you for your attention to this important request. Please feel free to contact me
should you have further questions or comments.

Sincetely,
.

Sheila Harsdorf
State Senator
10® Senate District
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Eﬁ’iﬁ}wmg the onslaught of absentee voters at the November 258 Gener
across the state became extremely concerned about the xzﬁmg 5
voters. PFormerly, when the State of Wisconsin reqiired
absentes &aﬁﬁt we ﬁxg;zﬁ:mmm very few ;:;mbl&m regarding &%mam ¥

Because of the hews imﬂw iim%: drove peoaple who normaliy Wm%é ﬁm& mm@ to 133@ 3:«@% o &m‘kt an
absentee ballot, we were wg&z%ﬁ”@é in an enormous increase in absentee %fz:afmr requests. The large
amount of registrations placed a great strain on our office: stafl, as well as other Cleric’s offices
across the state, On Election Day, the City of Hudson did ot ﬁ%g::ﬁmx ¢ long lines of voters
waiting to cast their ballot; certadnly a}:}m»« bodied voters eould i;%w& {;ﬁme 1o the polls.

The increase in absentee voting made it a horrendous mgk to service the vﬁmﬁm and update all the
records in tme for the election. In addition to placing a burden on the clection inspectors who
processed the absentee ballots the night of the election, it also presented the opportunity for more
mistakes, Cur anonual Election Budget was d&mﬁii@mei due to extra labor &mﬁ costs for postage and
uther absentee voting supplies.

A lellow member of the Wisconsin Musicipal Clerk’s M&m&a&wa ft@m*&%%d a-sutple reselution to
e, and 1 mfgummé that it be placed on the Council agenda for consideration. At the December 6,

L B004 meeting, the Comumon Council adopted Resolution. No. 1504 petitioning the State of
Wisconsin legistature to amend the absentee voting laws and reinstate the law regui
reason for requesting an absentee ballot {e:ﬁgw enclosed]. The Council shares my concerns for the
bigher costs to the City caused by volers using the system merely for the sake of convenience, the
extra burden placed on the ¢lection inspectors, and increased mﬁ“ izztma:z:

The Council and | agk that ym;z hesr our concerns and address this matter ‘Wiﬁk t%w Wisconsin State
Senate. Your support would be Wﬁi? apg&mwamd

é:‘mz.ﬁmm};y YOULS,

Patricia A. Dots sf«{}ig g
City Clerk
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RESOLUTION WO, 15«04
PETITIONING STATE LEGISLATURE TO AMEND ABSENTES VOLING Laws

BERES the &}w&r&m voting process was originally
s:i@mgm@d m enable e:@:ﬁ%my and dissbled voters, and peopie who
' '1'-:}fw fm &ﬁmmt ﬁm’fﬁ ‘the ,;_s‘:‘f*"zzy om %Z&wtm;m bay, an oo -

: . m&m due to changes in the law, any wvoter may now
request an absentés ballot be mailed to their howe, ‘or wvo
early in the City Q%@xk% @fﬁ?m@ ‘without having to give a

TRABoN ; &mﬁ_ - e

TERER various gxmiitiz‘mi parties @mi [a@p@mmé@ m%mm
groups are encouraging - electors to vote by &%}%@mmﬁ& mmmv R
W%ﬁ*ly ﬁm" the sake of . amwe%m&memi and :

W_&ﬁ, pogtage costs axmﬁ& were 5.87 per zbesentee ballot,
};}3,&@@ the costg of envelopes and the Emm:}:* invelved, not to
. mention the extra burden g@é&ﬁ:‘@ﬁ ey the gmllwm*km@@ gt the end of
the Blection Day.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESULVED, by the Common Council of the
City of Hudson, Wisconsin, that the City of Hudson heraby
petitions the State of Wisconsin Legislature to reinstate the
law reguiring a valid reason for requesting an absentee ballot,
and authorize appropriate penalties for persong requesting
absentee ballots when there are ne obstacles preventing then

from casting their votes at the appropriate polling place on
Blection iﬁay’*

Dated at Hudson, Wisconmin this éth day of December, 2004.
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