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availahility of Task Force 1 to communities. Task Force 1 is managed by the City of Milwaukee Fire
Department. We, the Fire Departments in Milwaukee County collectively knew that in the event of a
Urban Search and Rescue type incident requiring a Type 1 Team, Task Force 1 was available to us.

While the funding to initiate these teams was provided by the State, of major concern to our Association
today is the looming issue of sustainable funding for the Task Force Teams in the State of Wisconsin. My
message today is similar to that of the one that was presented to this Committee by Fire Chief
Cleveland, Division Fire Chief Martinez and Attorney Milsap at your September 10, 2008 Meeting; There
is an urgent need to develop a sustainable funding program for the Task Force Teams in the State of
Wisconsin. Local communities cannot self-fund these teams and be expected to provide service to
surrounding communities and the State without an agreed upon sustainable funding source. To ensure




the funding source is standardized throughout the State, | would ask that language be placed in State
Statute Chapter 166 which will provide annual sustainable funding from the State for the Task Force
Teams. Additionally, to ensure the Task Force Teams are standardized throughout the entire State, |
urge the Committee to consider language in the Statute and/or Administrative Rules that will define:

e Response standards
¢ Training standards

e Rules for reimbursement for responses from responsible parties

investment in training and equipment. To sustairnt
—ensure these services are-available to the-entire State without requiring each-pro’
contracts with focal municipalities. '




