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3 g How does Wisconsin’s transportation
Mot funding compare to other states?

Funding transportation in Wisconsin

Wisconsin is one of the only states in the country to fund all modes of transportation, as well as
the Division of Motor Vehicles and the State Patrol, primarily through a segregated Transportation
Fund.

e Some states use a combination of vehicle-related fees, fuel taxes, excise taxes, bonding,
and General Fund appropriations to address transportation needs.

e In other states, it is more common to dedicate gas tax revenues solely to highway projects
and use General Fund revenues to finance the state’s contribution to non-highway facilities

and services.

e In several states, a portion of the state gas tax is dedicated to non-transportation purposes.

States tax gasoline in different ways

All states (and the District of Columbia) assess excise taxes on gasoline. In addition, some states
collect sales taxes on the purchase of gasoline. Other states collect business or franchise taxes,
and some states allow the collection of local taxes and fees on gasoline and/or the purchase of

gasoline.
e Wisconsin does not levy state sales or business tax, or local taxes on gasoline.

e Ten states have mechanisms in place that automatically adjust the tax rate levied on
gasoline.

Wisconsin’s current state excise tax rate dedicated to transportation purposes is 30.9 cents per
gallon. When the state’s petroleum clean-up program fee is added, total state taxes and fees
collected at the pump is 32.9 cents per gallon - second highest in the nation.

e But Wisconsin’s ranking drops to 9th nationally, when comparing states including all local
and state taxes and fees on gasoline (based on the rate charged in each state’s largest

city).

0 Residents in lllinois, Hawaii, New York, California, Washington, Michigan, Indiana and
Nevada all pay higher overall per-gallon taxes on gasoline than in Wisconsin.



Wisconsin’s primary vehicle taxes and fees

Wisconsin’s principal transportation funding sources are vehicle registration fees and gasoline
taxes.

e Annual passenger vehicle state registration fee of $75.

Wisconsin and 27 other states assess the cost of registration as a flat fee.

In other states, vehicle weight, or a combination of factors determines the fee.

Some states levy additional registration-related fees or excise taxes.

One community (Beloit) levies a local registration-related (wheel) tax on passenger
vehicles.
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e State gasoline excise tax rate of 30.9 cents per gallon.

o0 An additional 2 cents per gallon is collected as an environmental surcharge.

Wisconsin has lower vehicle registration fees than many states
Wisconsin’s $75 passenger vehicle state registration fee ranks 8th highest in the nation for a late
model mid-size sedan.

e But Wisconsin ranks 20th highest when comparing states including all other state
registration-related taxes and fees, and any additional state fees based on vehicle value,
weight, or age, or other miscellaneous state fees collected at registration.

e And Wisconsin's rank falls further, to 34th nationally, when states are compared by all
registration charges levied, both state and local registration-related costs (based on the
rate charged in the state’s largest city).

Wisconsin ranks low in overall transportation related vehicle costs
When the full range of annual transportation-related taxes and fees is considered, Wisconsin
residents pay less overall than residents of 31 other states.

e Wisconsin ranks just 32nd in the nation for overall transportation related vehicle costs,
when total annual costs are compared (for a late model mid-sized car in a state’s largest

city).

0 These costs include annual state and local vehicle registration-related taxes and fees,
and state and local taxes and fees per gallon of gasoline.

e Wisconsin’s annual cost of $296 falls in the bottom two-fifths of states, and is less than half
of what residents in the top four states pay.



‘PIpuUNOI ale sjunowy

‘sabpuq pue
sAemyBiy ureuas uo pasoduwl sj||01
Jo (are1s yoea ul G9°ZTT$ Buirelo)
Saxe] [any [elapa} apn|dul Jou S80Q

‘uojeb Jad

09°€$ Jo 9oud [re1a1 abeiane enuue
sawinsse sioul||| pue uebiyaip

Ul auljoseb uo pans| saxel ssfes

"S3|lw 000‘ST uanLp uojeb Jad
S9|IW G Jo Buires Aouaioya |any
B UYIIM 3|2IYan ® 10} S1S0D UO paseg

‘a|qeardde
alsym umoys Ao 1seble| sarels
ul S89) pue saxe} uondo [ed07

‘anfea pue abe a|o1yan

uo paseq eloSauulN pue uebiyai
“emo| Ul sjunowre uoirellsibal

91e1S '800¢ ‘T Jequiadaq

10 se uolresisibal 8[o1ysn [emausl
11y snid ‘auljoseb uo pana| ses)
pue saxe] [eIUBWUIUOINUD pue ‘sajes
‘as10Xa a1e1S UMOUY |[e Sapn|ou|

L6T$ 102$ 95T$ LvT$ GETS LvT$ auljoseD uo saa4/saxe] sreis O
LYT$ G/$ €62$ S0TS vze$ 8% saad/uonensifiay apIyaA areis O
(sanempn/obeaiyo)
6T$ 0z$ 0% 0% 0% G/$ saa4/uonensibay a|91ysA uondo [eco1 O
(eaxnemn/obeoaiyo)
vZs 0% 0$ 0% 0% 221% auljose9 uo saa4/saxe] uondo [eso10
.m>< ulIsuoadsI rloSauul uebiyol emo Sioul
S ! M | B I IYOIA [ ounjl
0%
- 00T$
-t 1 1 - 002$
-1 0 i 1 - 00€$
96¢%
- 00V$
185$ cSES 65€$
607$
- 00S$
22ss$
- 009%
- 00.$
008$

(uepas azIs-PIN L002) SOXEL B S99 [enuuy pajew s




‘Papunol ale sjunowy

‘'sabpliqg pue
sAemybBiy ureuad uo pasoduwi sj|0}
1o (a1e1s yoes ul ££'€GT$ Buirelon)

saxe) |any [eJapa} apn|oul 10U S80Q

‘uojeb Jad

09°€$ J0 9oud |re1al abelane renuue
sawnsse sioul|| pue uebiyoiN

ul auljoseb uo palng| saxel sajes

Jeak

Jad sajiw 000‘GT uaALIp uojeb

Jad sojiw 8T Jo Buires Aouaidiye |any
B UYMW 3[OIYDA B 10} S1S0J Uo pased

"9|qealjdde
alaym umoys A110 1sabue| s,a181S
ul S89) pue saxe) uondo [ea01

‘anjeA pue abe g|a1yan

uo paskq elosauully pue uebiydin
“emo| ul sjunowre uonensibal

are1s 'g00¢ ‘T Jeqwiadaq

1O se uone.siBal 9|21yaA [emaual
15413 snid ‘auljoseb uo pains| sesy
pue saxe] [eJUSWUOIIAUS pue ‘safes
‘9S19X8 81B1S UMOUY| |[e Sapn|ou|

89¢$ v.2$ [AYA 9ees €8T$ 9ees auljose9 Uo saa-/saxe] arelsa
8.T$ G/$ 0zes 6ZT$ 88¢$ 8.% saa/uonensibay ajolyaA arels O
(aaxnemjin/oBed1y0)
soa4/uonesiboy
2cs 0c$ 0$ 0% 0% 06$ 3|o1ysA uondo [eoo1@
(eanemjin/obBea1yD) auljoses
€es$ 0$ 0$ 0$ 0$ 99T$ uo saa4/sexe ] uondo [edo070
Oy UISUOISIAN | BlOSBUUI uebiyol BMO sloul
s o | IM | Bl IN YOI _ loulii
0%
- 00T$
1 1 =1 1 | -~ 00z$
-t 1t 1 1 (1 [ -~ 00g$
- 00V$
69¢$
- 00S$
10S$ So1$ T.V$
2€S%
- 009%
098 - 00/%
008%

(@MPp/m ANS Padlid Aj91eIaPOIN 2002) SBXeL % S99 [enuuy parewnsd



	Transportation Finance Issues 
	Funding transportation in Wisconsin
	States tax gasoline in different ways
	Wisconsin’s primary vehicle taxes and fees
	Wisconsin has lower vehicle registration fees than many states
	Wisconsin ranks low in overall transportation related vehicle costs
	Wisconsin’s transportation-related costs are the lowest in the region




