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The AAML Commission studied approaches used in many jurisdictions. While there are certainly many 
variations, there are two factors that are considerations in virtually all jurisdictions - income of the parties 
and the length of the marriage. Seeking to provide a formula that Academy members could use regardless 
of where they practice, the Commission chose to utilize these two universal factors. It should be noted that 
the application of the proposed AAML considerations yielded results that were comparable to those 
reached under the majority of approaches adopted in a significant number of jurisdictions. 
 
The AAML Commission recognizes that the amount arrived at may not always reflect the unique 
circumstances of the parties. Therefore, deviation factors are used to address the more common situations 
where an adjustment would need to be made.  
 
The recommendations are: 
 
Amount: 
 
Unless one of the deviation factors listed below applies, a spousal support award should be calculated by 
taking 30% of the payor's gross income minus 20% of the payee's gross income.  [T]he alimony amount, so 
calculated, however, when added to the gross income of the payee shall not result in the recipient receiving 
in excess of 40 % of the combined gross income of the parties. 
 
Length: 
 
Unless one of the deviation factors listed below applies, the duration of the award is arrived at by 
multiplying the length of the marriage by the following factors: 0-3 years (.3); 3-10 (.5); 10-20 years (.75), 
over 20 years, permanent alimony. 
 
"Gross Income" is defined by a state's definition of gross income under the child support guidelines, 
including actual and imputed income. 
 
The spousal support payment is calculated before child support is determined. 
 
This method of spousal support calculation does not apply to cases in which the combined gross income of 
the parties exceeds $1,000,000 a year. 
 
Deviation factors: 
 
The following circumstances may require an adjustment to the recommended amount or duration: 
 
1) A spouse is the primary caretaker of a dependent minor or a disabled adult child; 
2) A spouse has pre-existing court-ordered support obligations; 
3) A spouse is complying with court-ordered payment of debts or other obligations (including uninsured or 
unreimbursed medical expenses); 
4) A spouse has unusual needs; 
5) A spouse's age or health; 
6) A spouse has given up a career, a career opportunity or otherwise supported the career of the other 
spouse; 
7) A spouse has received a disproportionate share of the marital estate; 
8) There are unusual tax consequences; 
9) Other circumstances that make application of these considerations inequitable; 
10) The parties have agreed otherwise. 


