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Factors School Boards Must Consider
 The effect on the educational welfare of all of the 

affected children.
 The geographical and topographical characteristics 

of the affected districts.
 The educational needs of the children in the 

affected districts.
 The current educational programs offered in the 

affected districts.
 Contiguity.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When making decisions regarding consolidations, school boards are statutorily required to consider several factors:
How the consolidation may affect the educational welfare of all of the children residing in the all of the affected school districts;
The geographical and topographical characteristics of the affected school districts, including the estimated travel time to and from school for students in the affected school districts;
The educational needs of all of the children residing in the affected school districts, the educational programs currently offered by each affected school district, and the ability and commitment of each school district to meet those needs and continue to offer those programs;
The testimony and written statements filed by the residents of the affected school districts;
The estimated fiscal effect of the proposed consolidation on the affected school districts, including the effect of the apportionment of assets and liabilities;
Whether the proposed consolidation will make any of a school district’s territory noncontiguous; and finally,
The effect that consolidation will have on the present and future socioeconomic level and racial composition of the affected school districts and on the affected school districts’ enrollments that will be children at risk of not graduating high school.




Year
School Districts 
Consolidated

Newly Consolidated District

2007 • Trevor Grade

• Wilmot Grade

Trevor-Wilmot Consolidated

2008 • Glidden

• Park Falls

Chequamegon

2010 • Chetek

• Weyerhauser

Chetek-Weyerhauser Area School 
District

2016 • Herman

• Neosho

• Rubicon

School District of Herman-
Neosho-Rubicon

2018 • Friess Lake

• Richfield Jt. 1

Holy Hill Area School District

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since 2000, only five district consolidations have occurred. Later today, we will be hearing from administrators involved in some of these districts or consolidations on what worked and what didn’t.



Process of Consolidation

School board 
adopts 

consideration 
resolution

School board 
adopts 

consolidation 
resolution

Approval by 
referendum

School board 
requires a 
referendum

Petition 
requesting a 
referendum is 
filed

Reorganization 
order

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From start to finish, the process of consolidation takes at least a year and a half. To begin the process, each school board must adopt a consideration resolution declaring their intents to consider consolidation. Months later (the exact timing depends on which timeline is being utilized – there are three), the school boards must adopt a consolidation resolution ordering or denying consolidation of the school districts. This order must include specific information, including the names of the school districts being dissolved, the name of the new school district, the type of school district and the grades to be taught in the new school district, and details about the new school district’s school board.

If the school board requires it, or if a petition requesting a referendum is filed, the question of consolidation goes to referendum.

If the referendum passes, or if a referendum is not required, the final step of the process is filing the reorganization order. This order must contain all of the same information as the consolidation order.

The same general process applies to the consolidation of a union high school district and its included elementary districts, though there are certain key differences relating to the consent of each elementary district – these differences are outlined in the memo.



State Aid for Consolidation

 Consolidation Aid

 Sparsity Aid

Year of 
Consolidation Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7

$150 for each 
pupil enrolled

$150 for 
each pupil 
enrolled

$150 for 
each pupil 
enrolled

$150 for 
each pupil 
enrolled

$150 for 
each pupil 
enrolled

50 percent 
of what 
district 
received in 
Year 5

25 percent 
of what 
district 
received in 
Year 5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
School districts that consolidate on or after July 1, 2019 receive consolidation aid in the amount shown in the table for up to seven years after the consolidation.

Additionally, those school districts receive sparsity aid equal to not less than 50 percent of the aggregate amount of sparsity aid received by the consolidating school districts in the school year prior to the year of the consolidation.



Thank you
 This was a basic overview; school district administrators with 

experience with consolidation will be presenting today to provide 
additional expertise.

 Any questions?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Leave a few minutes for questions. 
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