Emergency Detention Guidance

911 dispatch / crisis call " | Law enforcement finds cause to believe the individual is an
Wis. Stat. § 51.15(1)(b): imminent danger to themselves or others based on mental
Officer’s belief shall be illness, drug dependence, or intellectual/developmental
based on a specific recent

act, attempt, threat, or dlsablllty'
omission observed by or " .. .. . ..
reliably reported to the Best practice is to contact county crisis at time of incident.

officer.

v

County crisis mental health assessment informs the most
an assessment appropriate level of care (safety planning, community services,
hospitalization, etc.) and determines involuntary inpatient
The sequence of these | hogspitalization is most appropriate for psychiatric stabilization
steps may differ based |, § safety. The clinical assessment confirms the individual
on the situation, . . ..
county crisis, and/or meets Wis. Stat. § 51.15 emergency detention criteria
L law enforcement (including being involuntary to hospitalization).
agency methods.

Contact county crisis for

Transport individual to Individual placed under protective custody and conveyed to
emergency department emergency room for consideration of an emergency detention
(psychiatric hospital/psychiatric unit cannot complete
medical clearance process).

v

Emergency detention Emergency detention affidavit is completed by law enforcement,

affidavit sometimes with assistance from the clinical crisis worker. The
affidavit should list as many witnesses as possible who are aware
of and can testify to the outlined dangerousness and behaviors
listed on the affidavit. Law enforcement officers do not need to
witness dangerous behavior themselves.
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This may vary *Individual under emergency detention, county crisis, law
by county. —®| enforcement, accepting psychiatric facility, and probate court all
receive a copy of the emergency detention form.

Medical clearance »| Under state law, law enforcement cannot transport an
individual from an emergency room for the purpose of an

emergency detention until hospital staff at the emergency

Wis. Stat. §51.15(2)(b): “If an individual is in a department and staff at the receiving psychiatric hospital

hospital's emergency department, the law agree that the transfer is medically appropriate. Law
enforcement officer...may not transport the enforcement must wait for medical clearance to be complete and
individual for detention until a hospital for the receiving facility to accept the individual under Wis. Stat.
employee or medical staff member who is

treating the individual determines that the § SLI5.

transfer of the individual to the detention % . . . .
facility is medically appropriate and Chronic users of certain substances who suddenly discontinue
communicates that determination to the law use may experience withdrawal syndrome, a potentially life-

2 . o, . . .
SIS S threatening condition. Comprehensive medical clearance for

these individuals is essential.

Transport to psychiatric Following appropriate medical clearance, convey individual to
facility the local accepting facility or state hospital.
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