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Kimberly Lawton 

• District Attorney – Bayfield County

• 2023 District Attorney of the Year 

• Chair of the IT Subcommittee 
• Wisconsin District Attorney’s Association 



District Attorney  Information Technology 

• This program provides IT services for all state prosecutor offices. 

• PROTECT :  interfaces with key systems used by courts, law 
enforcement, and other justice partners

• Makes life as a prosecutor MUCH easier and more organized. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wisconsin one of the few states in the nation where state prosecutors have a secure, centrally-managed network, state standard hardware and software, with a custom-built case management system. 

DEST; legal research; help desk




Prosecution Duties 
• Litigation – from charging through jury trials 

• Legal Research – Motions and appeals

• Correspondence with Justice Partners
• Victim rights
• Law enforcement
• Court 



Litigation
• Presentation 

• Make concepts easier 
to understand

• Racketeering is when people 
do illegal things to make 
money, like forcing others to 
pay them or running illegal 
games.

• Tools that overlap with law enforcement: 

• Organization of evidence

• Report generating

• Statistical analysis

• Transcripts 

Prosecutors and Law Enforcement  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ask me about why we need prosecutor involvement with AI and law enforcement ! 



Legal Research 

• Westlaw --- Legal research 
• People we are battling are already using it   (2021)

• Expedites the most time-consuming tasks 

• Relevant and hard to find case law

Most
Important

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Provided by DAIT 
Compare Briefs
Hone Arguments
Compete effectively 



Correspondence
• Seem more personalized without 

the added time expense. 

• Court 

• Victim rights 

• Law Enforcement 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Despite our best efforts, we have determined that we do not have sufficient evidence to move forward effectively. This does not reflect on the validity of your experience, nor does it diminish the significance of what you went through. We encourage you to reach out to local support organizations that specialize in assisting survivors of sexual assault. They can provide emotional support, counseling, and additional resources to help you through this difficult time. 

After a thorough review of the case file and the evidence provided, we have determined that there is insufficient evidence to charge the suspect with burglary. Specifically, the review highlighted a critical issue with proving one of the essential elements required to establish the crime of burglary.
Key Points:
Lack of Evidence for Unauthorized Entry: To prosecute a burglary charge, it must be demonstrated that the suspect entered the building or property without permission. The current evidence does not adequately establish that the entry was unauthorized or that the suspect knew they were not allowed to enter.
Insufficient Proof of Intent: Burglary also requires proof that the suspect had the intent to commit a crime once inside the property. The available evidence does not clearly indicate the suspect’s intent to commit theft or any other crime upon entry.
Given these gaps, pursuing charges for burglary would likely not result in a successful prosecution. It is crucial that we have clear and compelling evidence for each element of the crime to move forward with charges.
Please ensure that all relevant documentation and case details are updated to reflect this decision. If you have any additional evidence or information that might address these issues, please provide it as soon as possible so that we can reconsider the case.




AI  Considerations

Ethics
•License

•Supreme 
Court 
Rules

Time
•Exhausted

•Efficient

Risks
•Accuracy

•Bias 



Ethics
• Duty of Candor Toward the Tribunal      SCR: 20:3.3

• Shall not provide false statement of fact or law

• Shall not fail to disclose adverse legal authority 

• Responsible for pleadings 
• Reasonable diligent inquiry
• Failure to make discloser is the equivalent of an affirmative 

misrepresentation 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Competency
Diligence
We are pressed on time – so this helps us to be better prepared 
Not wanted to risk our license – risk of misuse is low 



Time

• Bayfield County has on average 850+

• Conservatively, 20% of cases need legal research

• At 15-minute savings per case -

42.5 hours annually 

Retention

Recruiting

Rewarding 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is just little Bayfield county – 16,000 population.  Little ---- 61 / 72 counties --- 

Predicted greater savings. 3-4 hours a case.  




Risks 
• LOW RISK

• Westlaw is vetted, safeguards

• ChatGPT – not sensitive information shared 

• No one wants to lose their license

• Future – more complicated

• Law enforcement use – bias, testimony
• Evidence Organization 
• Report / Statistical Information

Prosecution 
Is

Ready 

NOW 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Acceptable Use Policies – really push that we are ready now. State supported systems. 

Very quickly move to adoption of this. 



Professional

Judgment 



Kimberly Lawton
Kimberly.Lawton@da.wi.gov
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